


 Although it seems like just yes-
terday that parking lots were filled 
with last-minute shoppers and ev-
ery house on the block had twin-
kling lights adorning their lawns, 
December has sneaked up on ev-
eryone once again.

For many, the month represents 
Christmas trees and inflatable 
decorations of Santa Claus and his 
elves.

What some don’t realize is that 
December also includes a multi-
tude of religious and cultural cel-
ebrations that don’t involve the old 
man in red.

First, there’s the original mean-
ing of Christmas. Over the years, 
Christmas has morphed into more 
of a secular holiday, 
but Dec. 25 is also 
a traditional Chris-
tian celebration 
established to cel-
ebrate the birth of 
Christ.

For Cal State 
Fullerton student 
Amber Toller, 
Christmas is her cel-
ebration of choice. 
“(My family and 
I) always celebrate 
Christmas; one of our traditions is 
to open our stockings on Christmas 
Eve and presents under the tree on 
Christmas day.”

Others celebrate Bodhi Day on 
Dec. 8 or the following Sunday. This 
holiday represents when Buddha 
sat beneath a Bodhi tree, achieved 
enlightenment and thereby escaped 
the cycle of reincarnation.

Of course we cannot forget Ha-
nukkah, the "Festival of Lights.” It 
starts on day 25 of the Jewish calen-
dar month of Kislev. 

Hanukkah is celebrated for 
eight days in observance of when 
the Temple of Jerusalem only had 
enough oil to burn for one day, but 
miraculously it burned for eight. 

Warren Gokkes Vining, a com-
munications major, said, “What I 
love most about Hanukkah is the 
fact that I get to celebrate for eight 
days instead of just one.”  

For Muslims, December means 
the arrival of "The Feast of Sacri-
fice," or "Day of Sacrifice," which 
occurs during the 12th lunar month 
of the Islamic year. 

Hajj is the world’s largest pil-
grimage. Devout Muslims are ex-
pected to make the journey at least 
once in their lives in order to fulfill 
a religious obligation. 

Even as far away as Japan, people 
join in the season’s festivities. 

On the last day of the month, 
Omisoka is celebrated as an end 
of the year celebration in which 
families perform the souji (the big 
cleanup) to ensure that their homes 
will start the coming year spic and 
span. 

Right before midnight, temples 
prepare sweet sake and people 
gather around to hear the metal 
gong struck 108 times (the num-

ber of sins and ill 
thoughts they be-
lieve can take place 
in a human mind) 
to drive their sins 
away.

In Iran, Shabe-
Yalda, which refers 
to the birthday or 
rebirth of the sun, 
is also celebrated in 
December. 

The celebration 
involves people 

gathering around a korsee (a low 
square table) to tell stories, read 
poetry, eat fruit and gather around 
bonfires all night.

On Dec. 26, a week-long cel-
ebration called Kwanzaa (the first 
fruits of the harvest) takes place. It 
originated in 1966 and celebrates 
African American heritage. 

Each day focuses on one of the 
seven principles of Kwanzaa: unity, 
self-determination, collective work 
and responsibility, cooperative eco-
nomics, purpose, creativity and 
faith.

Festivus also began in 1966. This 
holiday was made popular by a 
1997 episode of “Seinfeld.” 

It takes place on Dec. 23 and was 
created as a less commercial alterna-
tive to Christmas and Hanukkah.

Human Rights Day, the anniver-
sary of the signing of the United 
Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights in 1948, takes place 
Dec. 10. The declaration is a stan-
dard of human rights for all people 
in all countries.

Dec. 10 is also a time to cel-
ebrate the "1,000 Lamp Mandala 
Ceremony,” which is held to pro-
mote peace in Tibet as well as the 
rest of the world.

Like history major Tanya Fruehe 
said, “I just love December; there 
is such a festive mood in the air. It 
makes me smile.”  

By Christina Ziemer 
For the Daily Titan 
news@dailytitan.com

Santa, Buddha and 
Seinfeld! Oh, my!



 With New Year’s Eve night knocking at the door, it’s time to do some serious research on where to ring in the new year. If you’re 
looking for something more than a night in with a few friends, you don’t have to go very far. Whether you want to dance the night away 
or just spend it doing something different, Los Angeles and Orange County promise something for everyone.

LA and OC New Year’s events

LOs anGeLes

Queen mary – Long Beach
Sail into the new year in a more eclectic 

fashion. Have a laugh and request some of 
your favorite songs at the dueling pianos show. 
Listen to a live jazz trio or dance all night on 
the sun deck to popular songs played by a DJ. 
Altogether, there will be five different parties 
taking place on the Queen Mary as well as a 
good view of the fireworks show.

Time: 8 - 1:30 a.m.
Address: 1126 Queen’s Hwy.
18 and over
Dress: Proper attire
Price: $89.99
Visit QueenMary.com for more informa-

tion.

together as One – Los angeles
Three arenas will showcase some of the 

most popular DJs from around the world. 
Join over 40,000 people to celebrate the new 
year at this event. 

Time: 6 – 4 a.m.
Address: 3939 S. Figueroa St.
18 and over
Dress: Anything goes.
Price: $60 – $80 (price will increase closer 

to event date)

Universal City Walk – Universal City
Two stages with live music from ’80s Re-

wind and Fast Times and two giant video 
screens and fireworks from each end of the 
street will be featured on New Year’s Eve. Visit 
CityWalkHollywood.com for more informa-
tion.

Time: 9 – 12:30 a.m.
Address: 100 Universal City Plaza
All ages
Dress: Warm, casual

Price: Free
Wonderland nightclub – Los angeles

An Alice in Wonderland themed nightclub 
features a wide open dance floor and an open 
bar with DJs spinning everything from hip-
hop to house and rock.

Time: 9 – 2 a.m.
Address: 1835 N. Cahuenga Blvd.
21 and over
Dress: Hollywood trendy
Price: $75 - $2,600 (price will increase clos-

er to event date)

the Kress – hollywood
“Will be the biggest and most talked about 

New Year’s Eve celebration ever!”, according 
to ClubZone.com. It will feature DJ Richard 
Vission and plenty of party favors and photo 
booths.

Time: 9 – 2 a.m.
Address: 6608 Hollywood Blvd.
21 and over
Dress: Hollywood trendy
Price: $25 for general admission, $75 for 

open bar, nightclub, restaurant and third floor 
access

Pershing Square’s Ice Rink  
– Los angeles

Take someone special ice skating at Persh-
ing Square’s 40-by-60-foot ice rink. This an-
nual event is put on by the Los Angeles City 
Department of Recreation and Parks. Visit 
LaParks.org for more information.

Time: 10 – 10 p.m.
Address: 532 S. Olive St.
All ages
Dress: Warm clothing
Price: $6, $2 to rent ice skates

By BeatriZ FernandeZ
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hilton Orange County – Costa mesa
General admission feautures access to the 

seven party areas, party favors, a designer fash-
ion show and go-go dancers. VIP tickets also 
include complimentary champagne from 8 
p.m. – 9 p.m., sponsor giveaways, Play-for-
Fun Casino Lounge access, and a VIP red car-
pet express entrance.

Time: 8 –  2 a.m.
Address: 3050 Bristol St.
21 and over
Dress: Proper attire
Price: $100 for general admission and $250 

for VIP at the door. Rooms at the Hilton are 
$189 per night.

hotel hanford – Costa mesa
There will be a breakfast buffet from 12:30 

– 3:30 a.m. Rooms at the Hotel Hanford 
are $149 per night or $189 for the Romance 
Package (which includes champagne and 
chocolate-covered strawberries).

Time: 12:30 - 5 a.m.
Place: The Hotel Hanford
Address: 3100 Bristol St.
21 and over
Dress: Proper attire  
Price: $35 in advance at the Web site men-

tioned above and $50 at the door. 

new year's eve yacht Party  
– newport Beach

Price includes a four-hour luxury cruise on 
The Ambassador through Newport Harbor, 
premium open bar, champagne greeting, ap-
petizer buffet court, New Year’s party favors, 
DJ and dancing.

Time: 8:30 – 1 a.m. 
Address: 2901 W. Coast Hwy
21 and over

Dress: Proper attire
Price: $155 – $170

heat Ultra Lounge – anaheim
The NYE 2010 Celebration will be featur-

ing music by Rico de Largo and DJ Sparx. A 
complimentary bottle of champagne will be 
provided with every two bottles purchased. 
There will be a toast at midnight, a balloon 
drop, confetti cannons, cryogenics blasts and 
complimentary party favors.

Time: 9 – 2 a.m.
Address: 321 W. Katella Ave. Suite 214
21 and over
Capacity: 900 people
Dress: Fashionable attire
Price: $35 general admission, $45 VIP

sutra Lounge – Costa mesa
New Years 2010 will have music presented 

by Starkillers. The venue will also have two 
stages featuring DJ Deone, DJ EFX, Graham 
Fee, DJ Zemo and more.

Time: 8 – 2 a.m.
Address: 1870 Harbor Blvd.
21 and over
Dress: Upscale casual
Price: $55 in advance

ye Olde ship British Pub – Fullerton
For a “British New Year's Celebration” visit 

this pub and at 4 p.m., the British New Year, a 
bagpiper will give a live performance.

Time: 11 – 11 p.m.
Address: 709 N. Harbor Blvd.
21 and over
Dress: Casual
Price: Average check per person $12 (No 

admission price)
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As many students are frantically 
studying for finals, you may find 
yourself looking at your dorm room 
or office and wondering why you 
haven’t decorated for Christmas yet. 

After the Daily Titan editorial 
and advertising departments com-
peted in a Christmas decorating con-
test, we decided 
to put together 
some tips to help 
students and staff 
find the cheapest 
decorations to 
make their home 
or workspace the 
envy of the holi-
day season.

Tip 1 Develop 
a holiday theme:

Daily Titan 
Managing Editor Monzerrath Gon-
zalez and Copy Editor Rachel David, 
winners of the decorating contest, 
developed a theme known as “Holi-

Holiday pizzazz at the Daily Titan
By gilBert gutierrez iii
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

“Cheap and easy” is one of the mottos at the Daily Titan offices, and what better way to show that off than with some holiday 
cheer? Above: The winning desk of the decorating contest done by Managing Editor Monzerrath Gonzalez and Copy Editor Rachel 
David. Left: Detour Editor Brittny Ulate shows off her simplistic approach to holiday decorating. Below left: Katie Hennessey from 
advertising counted on stores like Target and Wal-Mart to come through for her decorating needs. Below right: Advertising Director 
Adrian Gaitan brings a vintage feel with his decorations.
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days Around the World” in their 
corner cubicle of the Daily Titan 
newsroom. 

Gonzalez and David spent three 
days shopping for materials. 

In phase one, Gonzalez and Da-
vid took approximately five hours 
to paint, cut and glue the materials 
together while listening to some jolly 
old Christmas music. 

Phase two, the editors spent a 
couple of hours putting their master-

piece on display.
“First we went 

to Target to see 
what they had 
there, but most 
of their stuff was 
pretty expensive 
on a college bud-
get, so we moved 
on to other places 
like the 99 Cents 
(Only) Store,” 
Gonzalez said. 

“Dollar Tree, Goodwill, and ooh Big 
Lots,” David added.

Tip 2 Do it yourself:
Most of the decorations and ma-

terial came to a total of $15, so this 
definitely saved Gonzalez and David 
from putting a hole in their wallets 
just to make their workplace festive, 
allowing them to keep some extra 
spending money for presents to buy 
for friends and family.

“We are all about crafting,” David 
said. 

“So we made a lot of things by 
hand,” Gonzalez added. 

“Martha Stewart would be proud,” 
David said, laughing.

Their corner cubicle housed a 
Menorah for Hanukkah, Kinara for 
Kwanzaa, fireplace for the Christmas 
section with a tree decorated by sev-
eral feet of lights for only $1.50. 

They found ornaments at six for a 
dollar for their tree at the 99 Cents 

Only Store, Gonzalez said.
In their search for Hanukkah and 

Kwanzaa material, they were unsuc-
cessful at finding anything in four dif-
ferent Target stores, so they worked 
with what they 
had from the 
materials they 
purchased and 
made their own 
Kinara and 
Menorah.

Tip 3 Be as 
thrifty as pos-
sible:

The thriftiest 
at the Daily Ti-
tan was Brittny 
Ulate, Detour 

editor. 
With the use of her nifty Post-It 

notes and recycled paper, she was 
able to decorate her window with 
intricate snowflake designs, which 

didn’t cost her one cent. 
This made for a nice display of 

tender love and care from the Detour 
section.

In the advertising department, 
Account Executive Liz Hernandez 
decided to spread some holiday cheer 
by decorating the walls in her cubicle 
with some festive wrapping paper 
and tiny pieces of artificial snow 
sprinkled all around her desk. 

Hernandez found her stockings 
for a dollar at Big Lots and borrowed 
most of her decor from her mother’s 
collection, she said, and only spent 
$7 for two rolls of wrapping paper 
and a 12-inch tree.

Katie Hennessey, of National Sales 
and Promotion, didn’t want to go 
too far with her spending for decor 
this year, so she said that Target was 
her store of choice for decorations.

Target’s dollar bins and Wal-Mart 
had some great decorations that 
didn’t put a damper on her budget. 

Seven dollars went a long way for 
her, and she was able to come away 
with a cute Christmas-themed dis-
play.

Tip 4 Buy things cheap and dress 
them up yourself:

Adrian Gaitan, director of adver-
tising, competed in the office deco-
rating contest for the first time this 
year and said that he went with a tra-
ditional “White Christmas” theme 
to share his holiday spirit. 

He suggests looking for things that 
catch your eye and to use your imagi-
nation. For example, he used some 
regular old-fashioned wine glasses, 
threw in some festive paper, some 
tinsel and, “Bam, there you go,” he 
said. It’s quick and easy to decorate 
with anything that you can find.



Pleasing the Palette with Patel

I love the holiday season, and every year as soon as October comes 
around, I get into the holiday spirit by making a fresh batch of 
ginger snaps. 

The aroma of freshly-grated ginger waft-
ing through the house takes me 
back to my childhood and my 
mom in the kitchen, calmly 
cooking when there was 
nothing but chaos around 
her.

As the years progressed 
and I began the process 
of taking over some of the 
cooking for the holidays, 
I have carried on the 
tradition of the gin-
ger snaps at Christ-
mas. 

But I have also 
added my own 
festive twist to my 
mother’s original 
recipe.

Even though 
we like to try new 
recipes and dishes 
for the holidays, who 
likes to be stuck in the 
kitchen when everyone is 
over? 

That is a big reason why 
I love this recipe, and it’s al-
ways a star player at my holiday 
dinners. 

The ginger snaps are really easy to 
make. E

ven with the extra step at the end, you will 
be able to make and serve them while still being 
able to partake of the holiday fun. 

The actual cookies only take about 10 minutes to bake, so you can 
always make more since the family will love them!

Every year I like to make a batch 
of alcohol-infused eggnog for the 
family. 

The good thing about eggnog is 
that it is perfect to pair with a holi-
day desert, such as the ginger snap 
sundae featured on this page, or is 
delicious on its own.

I had no idea how to make eggnog 
my first time trying to make it, so 
over the years I’ve tried quite a few. 
My favorite so far is called “Grand-
dad’s Favourite Eggnog” from  
EggNogRecipe.net.

All you need is:
4 eggs, with the yolks and •	
whites    separated
1 1/2 cups milk•	
1 1/2 cups whiskey•	
1 cup cream•	
1/2 cup sugar•	
1/2 cup white rum•	
A couple pinches of nutmeg•	

In one bowl, beat the egg yolks 
with half of the sugar until well 
mixed and then set aside. 

In another bowl, combine the 
egg whites with remaining sugar 
and beat until stiff peaks form. 

Then add the yellow egg mix to 
the whites and mix together, stir in 
the rum, milk, whiskey and cream. 
Sprinkle nutmeg on top and serve. 
Note: Adding more alcohol to the 
recipe will not alter the consistency 
or serving size, but will increase hol-
iday cheer.

This recipe serves about eight.

A perfect 
holiday pairing

all recipes anD photos 
By shruti patel
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Mother’s Ginger Snaps:
1 1/2 cups butter, unsalted preferably

2 cups brown sugar
1/2 cup molasses

2 eggs
4 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

6 tablespoons finely grated fresh gin-
ger (strained)

1 teaspoon salt
4 teaspoons baking soda

Simply preheat the oven to 350 
degrees. Beat the butter and 

brown sugar until it has an 
airy consistency and slow-

ly add in the molasses 
and eggs. 

In a separate 
bowl, combine the 
flour, baking soda 
and salt. Add in 
the dry mixture to 
the creamed but-
ter and then blend 
in the ginger. Place 
on a baking sheet 

and bake for about 
10 minutes.
Now the part that 

I have added to make 
it more of a dessert for the 

holidays is to take:
1 cup chunky peanut butter

1/3 cup milk
1/3 cup of honey

1/4 teaspoon of cinnamon
Combine all of the ingredients in a saucepan 

and stir until smooth over low heat.
After everything has come together and has a good consis-

tency, scoop some vanilla ice cream into a bowl, crush your ginger snaps and 
spoon your sauce. You can also add a few ginger snaps on top to garnish.



Top 10 Holiday Movies

1) “A Christmas Story” (1983)
A must-see classic about a young boy, Ral-

phie, who just wants an Official Red Ryder 
Carbine-Action Two-Hundred-Shot Range 
Model Air Rifle but is told by even the likes of 
Santa that he’ll shoot his eye out.

2) “It’s a Wonderful Life” (1947)
Not exactly a movie about Christmas, but 

this film is a perennial holiday classic. Terrible 
things keep happening to George Bailey, so 
he contemplates killing himself until an angel 
shows him that life would be terrible without 
him.

3) “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vaca-
tion” (1989)

A comedy staple and a Christmas time must 
is to watch the ever unlucky Griswold family. 
Laughter ensues when Clark invites extended 
family to spend Christmas with the Griswolds 
in Chicago.

4) “Scrooged” (1988)
An inventive take on the Charles Dickens classic “A 

Christmas Carol.” Funnyman Bill Murray plays Frank 
Cross, a selfish, greedy TV executive who makes his 
employees work on a live production of “A Christmas 
Carol” on Christmas Eve. Throughout the night, he 
is visited by three ghosts, in unconventional ways of 
course.

5) “Elf ” (2003)
Will Farrell is Buddy the elf, who is actually a human 

raised by elves in the North Pole. 
When he discovers he is human and that his real father 

lives in New York, he makes a great journey through the 
“seven layers of the candy cane forest” to find him.

6) “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” (2000)
This live action version with Jim Carrey as the holi-

day hater, the Grinch, really livens up the classic story 
by Dr. Seuss.

7) “The Nightmare Before Christmas” (1993)
How many other movies are about two different holidays simultaneously? This is the 

last chance to watch it until next October, when Jack Skellington and all the residents 
of Halloweentown will usurp Christmas from Sandy Claws.

8) “Miracle on 34th Street” (1947)
The original version is a must-see heartwarming tale. A man who calls himself Kris 

Kringle earns the job of top Santa at the Macy’s Department Store on 34th Street. How-
ever, the store’s psychologist believes that Kris is insane because he claims to be the real 
Santa. It becomes a challenge for Kris to prove he his Santa and restore the blind faith 

people have in Santa Claus.
9) “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer” 

(1964)
A classic song turned into a claymation 

tale. Rudolph, a reindeer possessing the 
unique birth defect of having a bright, glow-
ing red nose, isn’t accepted by the other rein-
deer and, thus, ends up on the island of misfit 
toys, where he realizes everyone has a purpose 
in life. 

He returns home, and when a heavy fog 
fills the skies, it’s up to Rudolph to lead the 
pack and save Christmas.

10) “White Christmas” (1954)
Two buddies (Bing Crosby and Danny 

Kaye) fresh out of the army decide to team 
up and create a song and dance act to take on 
the road and earn some money. 

The duo meet two sisters (Vera Ellen and 
Rosemary Clooney) who also have a song and 
dance act. When the sisters have to head to 
Vermont to do a show, the men decide to join 
them.

H o l i d a y  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  1 0 1
By Summer rogerS

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

Top 10 Holiday Songs

1) “The Christmas Song” (Various artists)
 “Chestnuts roasting on an open fire / Jack Frost nipping at your nose / Yuletide carols being 

sung by a choir /And folks dressed up like Eskimos ... ”
2) “Carol of the Bells” (American Boychoir)
“Christmas is here / Bringing good cheer / To young and old / Meek and the bold / Ding 

dong ding / That is their song / With joyful ring / All caroling ... ”
3) “Jingle Bell Rock” (Brenda Lee)
“What a bright time, it’s the right time / To rock the night away / Jingle bell time is a swell 

time / To go gliding in a one-horse sleigh ... ”
4) “Winter Wonderland” (Various artists)
“Sleigh bells ring, are you listening / In the lane, snow is glistening / A beautiful sight / We’re 

happy tonight / Walking in a winter wonderland ... ”
5) “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer” (Burl Ives)
“Then one foggy Christmas 

Eve / Santa came to say / ‘Ru-
dolph with your nose so bright 
/ Won’t you guide my sleigh to-
night?’ ... ”

6) “White Christmas” (Bing 
Crosby)

“I’m dreaming of a white 
Christmas / Just like the ones I 
used to know / Where the tree-
tops glisten and children listen / 
To hear sleigh bells in the snow 
... ”

7) “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” 
(Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Jor-
dan)

“I’ve got to go home – Oh, 
baby, you’ll freeze out there / Say, 
lend me your coat – It’s up to 
your knees out there / You’ve re-
ally been grand – I thrill when you touch my hand / But don’t you see  –How can you do this 
thing to me? / There’s bound to be talk tomorrow – Think of my life-long sorrow / At least there 
will be plenty implied – If you caught pneumonia and died / I really can’t stay – Get over that 
hold out / Ahh, but it’s cold outside ... ”

8) “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” (Brenda Lee)
“Rocking around the Christmas tree, let the Christmas spirit ring / Later we’ll have some 

pumpkin pie, and we’ll do some caroling / You will get a sentimental feeling when you hear / 
Voices singing let’s be jolly, deck the halls with boughs of holly ... ”

9) “Frosty the Snowman” (Bing Crosby)
Frosty the Snowman / Was a jolly happy soul / With a corncob pipe and a button nose / And 

two eyes made out of coal / Frosty the Snowman / Is a fairytale they say / He was made of snow 
/ But the children know / How he came to life one day ... ”

10) “You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch” (Dr. Seuss)
“You’re a monster, Mr. Grinch / Your heart’s an empty hole / Your brain is full of spiders / You’ve got 

garlic in your soul / Mr. Grinch / I wouldn’t touch you with a thirty-nine-and-a-half foot pole ... ”



(MCT)
Three guarantees about Decem-

ber:
1. You will be cold;
2. You will receive gifts that you 

don’t want; and
3. You will find your girlfriend’s/

fiancee’s/wife’s parents insufferably 
annoying.

We can’t help with the first two. 
We can help you with number 
three.

If you’ve been happily (or tragi-
cally) married for years and years, 
you’ve probably got it all figured out. 
If this is your first holiday season 
together? You need some guidance. 
For boyfriends, grooms and newly-
weds, you’re still in parent-courtship 
mode. You’re still on probation. 
You’re still on thin ice. You need to 
follow these Dos and Don’ts:

Don’t: Get all gooey with your 
fiancee in public. No tongue. No 
flirty ass-slaps. No dry-humping on 
her mother’s dish-washer.

Do: Exuberantly embrace their 
dumb traditions. Maybe they all 
sing off-key Norwegian Christmas 
carols. Fine. Take a swig of eggnog 
and leap into the fray, singing your 
merry little non-Norwegian butt off. 
Swallow the judgment and mock-
ery; the only mission is to show that 
you’re a good sport.

Don’t: Talk politics. It’s too risky 
... even if you vote for the same guy, 

even if you’re on the same page 99 
percent of the time. What if that 1 
percent of difference is, say, abor-
tion? Oops.

Do: Lie about religion. That is ... 
if you’re a nonbeliever and they’re pi-
ous. Hopefully God won’t be a topic 
of conversation, but if they bring 
Him up, never drop the A-bombs of 
atheism or agnosticism. If her father 
throws an arm around your shoul-
der and asks, “What church do you 
go to?” just default to your parents’ 
religion and say, “Methodist (or 
whatever) ... but I don’t exactly have 
a perfect attendance record.” That 
answer is neutral and harmless; it 
comforts them that you’re not some 
Godless anarchist, but it doesn’t trap 
you in a lifelong lie that you’ll have 
to buttress every Sunday.

Don’t: Talk about money – wheth-
er you have it or need it. Avoid dis-
cussing financial matters altogether. 
(“Nice house. What’s your mort-
gage?”) If there’s the slightest chance 
that you’re making more than her 
father, never rub this in his face. Yes, 
it’s good to show that you’re a stable 
provider. No, that doesn’t mean you 
should brag about “your portfolio,” 
your new yacht, or your recent bo-
nus. Alternatively, don’t take this ap-
proach: “That’s a really nice TV Mr. 
Smith. We’ve been talkin’ about a 
flat screen but can’t afford one right 
now ... ” Exception: financial mat-

ters pertaining to the wedding.
Do: Compliment his guy junk. 

Without being obsequious, sub-
tly admire the father’s car, his sur-
round-sound speaker setup, his new 
hand-crafted tool bench. This shows 
respect and gives you something to 
bond over.

Don’t: Talk about anything even 
tangentially related to sex. If you’re 
watching “The Sopranos” with your 
new father-in-law and he grunts, el-
bowing you, when Meadow flashes 
a nipple, don’t even think about tak-
ing the bait. The most you can do is 
release a non-committal “Hm” and 
awkwardly sip your beer.

Do: Ask advice. Do it early and 
often. Seeking her parents’ advice 
will serve four functions: 1. It flat-
ters without kissing ass; 2. It’s a bet-
ter conversation-starter than chat-
ting about the weather; 3. It hints 

at your respect and courtesy; and 4. 
It might actually yield some helpful 
advice.

Don’t: Mention prior girlfriends. 
Ever. Even if you do it as a way to 
highlight, by contrast, the awesome-
ness of your fiancee ... it’s still a re-
minder that you were once boffing 
some other chick, and that perhaps 
she gave you herpes, and perhaps 
you’re now giving herpes to their 
little angel.

Do: Build a moat. At the begin-
ning of your engagement, it’s criti-
cal that you erect boundaries about 
when your in-laws can – and, more 
importantly, cannot – swing by to 
visit. Nip this in the bud. Have your 
fiancee take point and suggest that 
before they come over, they should 
call in advance so you can “clean the 
place up” or some other white lie. If 
you don’t? Especially if they live in 

the same city, then for the next 50 
years (or until they mercifully die) 
they’ll be emboldened to “pop by” 
with broccoli casserole and a side-
dish of spite.

Don’t: Say “Oh, we’re never hav-
ing kids!” Once parents squirt out 
babies, they have only one remain-
ing goal in life: to become grand-
parents. Maybe you never want 
kids. Maybe your fiancee never 
wants kids. Maybe you think that 
babies are ugly – a tubby mush of 
slobber and poop. It doesn’t matter. 
Keep this to yourself and keep their 
dream alive.

Do: Take sides with your fiancee. 
Always. When there’s conflict in her 
family, she’s right, they’re wrong, 
end of story. Taking sides with one 
party will yield “Thanks for Under-
standing” sex, and you don’t want it 
to be with her father.

H o w  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i n l a w s
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Five ways to get away from your family
by Jeremiah magan 
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We know the holidays can be 
tough, especially if you dislike the 
company of your family. This list is 
aimed at helping you get away from 
the people that annoy you the most 
this time of year: whiny cousins, 

aunts with no concept of personal 
space, creeper uncles and pretty 
much anyone you are forced to in-
teract with because you happen to 
be related.

1. Fake an illness: This seems 
pretty simple and obvious, but it has 
to be done right if you want to stay 
away from your cousins when they 
start begging you to slip them some 

wine at the dinner table. It has to be 
a slow progression; you can’t be fine 
one second and about to toss your 
turkey the next. Start with the look; 
make your face as expressionless as 
possible. If your family is especially 
boring, this shouldn’t be too diffi-
cult. Then start to slow down your 
movements and labor over the big 
ones. Make every major movement 

seem increasingly exerting. Eventu-
ally your family will begin to ask 
what’s wrong, where you can then 
reply, “I’m not feeling well.” Don’t 
leave right away; wait a few min-
utes and then excuse yourself from 
whatever conversation/board game/
chore-like duty you may be involved 
in.

2. Get a family member drunk: 
You probably wouldn’t want to 
pour the alcohol directly down their 
throats. Try to be discrete, and since 
eggnog is in season (and delicious), 
try “spicing” it up with some Jack 
Daniels; make sure to keep it flow-
ing while drinking the regular egg-
nog yourself. The idea behind this 
is that the family member would get 
belligerently drunk and attract the 
attention of everyone in the room. 
If possible, you should choose 
a family member whose 
drunken outbursts manifest 
in a violent manner. Try to 
lead them near fragile pieces 
of furniture and home décor 
or something flammable. If 
they can cause some kind of 
destruction, you will be able 
to excuse yourself from the 
room or house because you 
feel “uncomfortable.” If this is 
a common occurrence in your 
family, this method may not 
work, but at least it will be fun 
to watch.

3. Change religions: This can be 
a contentious and aggravating issue 
in many families. If your family is 
extremely religious, they will likely 
just lecture you for a few minutes 
and kick you out of the house. Half 
of the work is done for you. If your 
family is Christian, say you con-
verted to Judaism. If your family is 
Jewish, tell them you’re a Muslim. 
If your family is Muslim, wait until 
they pass out, as fasting for Rama-
dan will likely have left them with 
little energy to pursue you when 
you tell them you have converted to 
Scientology. 

4. Build a fort and don’t let any-

one in: As soon as you realize that 
you want to get away from your en-
tire family, you should start to scour 
the house for anything you can find 
that would work as materials for a 
temporary fort. Once constructed, 
the children in your family will want 
to play in your fort. Tell them they 
cannot until they sacrifice a neigh-
bor’s pet to Santa on an altar made 
of Christmas presents and leftover 
turkey bones. If one of the children 
actually does kill a small animal, the 
entire family will focus its attention 
on that child, and you can slip out 
the back door without anyone no-
ticing. If the children tattle to their 
parents and they request to speak 
with you, throw a mushroom at 
their heads and say, “I’m sorry, the 
princess is in another castle.”

5. Cover yourself in fake blood: 
This one is pretty straightforward; 
cover your arms, face and clothing 
in fake blood. Your family’s initial 
reaction will be to rush to your aid, 
attempting to locate your wound. 
That’s when you pull a bloody knife 
out of your back pocket and stare at 
your approaching family members 
blankly. Ignore all of their ques-
tions and stare in the direction of 
their faces but don’t focus on any 
one person. After a few moments of 
awkward silence, walk out the door 
and leave. No one will likely follow 
you, as they will be too busy search-
ing every other room for the origin 
of the blood.
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