
Every Sunday throughout the month of February, Cal-
ifornia State University representatives will be speaking 
out, encouraging 
African American 
students to take 
great care in pre-
paring for their 
collegiate career. 

This month-
long project is a 
unified project 
among many in 
the community. 

One-hundred 
thousand fami-
lies is the number 
CSU officials hope 
to reach in this 
push to motivate 
African Ameri-
can’s enrollment 
in college. Thirty 
Churches have as 
well taken part in 
this Super Sunday 
initiative.  

Inside CSU officials comment on the initiative’s suc-
cess and Cal State Fullerton’s involvement later in the 
month is discussed.

from the positions of the art, as well as the people observ-
ing.

“The American Dream in Terra Cotta,” located in the 
GCAC Project Room, features artist Jonathan T. Gin-
naty. Ginnaty – best known for transforming spaces into 
living rooms, offices and bedrooms – has changed the 
project room into a wood and terra cotta office space, 
complete with a kitchen.

Many of the terra cotta pieces are typical pieces of 
equipment that can be found in any office. Among them 
are coffee pots, a multi-function fax machine, printers, 
monitors, telephones and chairs. 

her ability to repay 
the debt or cosign the 

application with a parent or 
individual with such means,” said 

Clare Morgan, vice president of mar-
keting at nFinanSe, a pre-paid card 
company.

    

New bill restricts 
young card users
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Transfer forward 
thrives in new role

The Cal State Fullerton Grand Central Art Center displays three different exhibits
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Medical evacs of Haitian 
children grounded by 
legal walls 
Because of the arrest of 10 missionaries for alleg-
edly kidnapping Haitian orphans, medical evac 
flights are facing heavy fines for flying injured 
children to hospitals. Is this hindering the cause?                                       
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Art radiates energy

The Cal State Fullerton Grand Central Art Center 
opened three new exhibits Saturday night in downtown 
Santa Ana, featuring the work of award-winning artists 
and newcomers alike.

The three exhibits include “The American Dream in 
Terra Cotta,” “BC Space: Mything in Action” and “Di-
viding Line,” each exuding a different theme around the 
GCAC, tying the exhibit together.

As visitors walk into the main entrance of the gallery, 
they are immediately overcome by the energy radiating 

The Credit Card Ac-
countability, Responsibil-
ity and Disclosure Act of 
2009, signed into law by 
President Obama May 22, 
2009, was established to cre-
ate “fair and transparent practices” 
between the creditor and the card-
holder. 

Since the average college under-
graduate has an outstanding balance 
of $3,173 on their credit cards, ac-
cording to Creditcards.com, the act 
has devoted an entire section to estab-
lishing regulations for young adults 
in order to keep them from accruing 

DT Highlights

Full Story on SPORTS, Page 8

Redshirt junior forward Jer’Vaughn Johnson has escaped 
the streets of Compton, Calif. thanks to his passion for the 
game of basketball.

While it was a struggle growing up, Johnson found that 
basketball was a way out.

That led him to four years at Centennial High and later, 
on to play Division 1 basketball at San Diego State.

After playing two years with the Aztecs, he decided to 
transfer from SDSU.

The Titans were interested, and Johnson has thrived in 
his new role as the starting power forward on the Cal State 
Fullerton men’s basketball team.

Redshirt junior forward Jer’Vaughn Johnson is embraced by his 
teammates during pregame introductions at Titan Gym.
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ABOVe: “Growing Oposition” by Preston Daniels, a CSUF visual 
arts graduate student, is featured at the Grand Central Art Center 
in Daniel’s workspace. The piece is composed of three elements: 
wood, metal and shadows, which meet in the space between the 
work and join the two together. 

  
TOP leFT: Dividing Line, by Patrick Haemmerlein and Walt Hall, 
is a colabertaion of two artists who work in many different medi-
ums ranging from painting to photography.

TOP riGHT: The American Dream in Terra Cotta by artist Jonathan 
T. Ginnaty, a local Orange County artist, recreates familiar envi-
ronwments that are inspired by his own experiences. 

By ADriAN GAiTAN
Daily Titan Copy Editor

detour@dailytitan.com

By BreNNA PHilliPS
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

MULTIMEDIA

a debt they can’t 
pay off.

  Title III of the legislation, 
the Protection of Young Con-
sumers, has developed a new 
criteria for applicants under 21 
years of age, and will be effec-
tive as of Feb. 22.     

“Before a creditor may even issue 
a credit card to an individual under 
21, the individual must prove his or 

underrepresented 
students recruited

Vice President of Student Affairs 
Robert Palmer is active in the Super 
Sunday program, which aims to attract 
underrepresented students.
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“If (students) have a 
credit card too early, they 
won’t be able to pay it off.” 

-Tyra Nguyen
business major

For more student opinions, visit 
Dailytitan.com/credit-card-restriction

Full Story on NEWS, Page 2



For the record
It is the policy of the daily titan to correct any inaccurate information 
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be corrected on page 2. errors on the opinion page will be corrected on 
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Advancing education
By Jennifer KarmaKar
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

By ashley luu
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Potholes throughout the city of Fullerton cause many problems for drivers such as flat tires. 
Photo Courtesy of mCt

Potholes pose problem for drivers

Reverend Kenneth Curry prepares for Super Sunday, an outreach program put on by the CSU system, at Friendship Baptist Church in Yorba Linda.
Photo By Wayne huanG/for the Daily titan

While football fans tuned in to 
Super Bowl XLIV, the cal State 
University system kicked off its own 
Super Sunday, a month-long drive to 
encourage early college preparation 
among African American youth and 
their families.

each Sunday in February, cSU 
representatives, including the chan-
cellor, trustees and campus presi-
dents, will speak to 100 African 
American congregations in about  
40 cities statewide, stressing the im-
portance of planning for college ad-
mission as early as middle school.

Now in its fifth year, Super Sunday 
is part of the cSU African Ameri-
can Initiative, a joint effort between 
community, business and education 
leaders to educate families about the 
value of a college degree. 

cSU chancellor’s department 
officials said the initiative has con-
tributed to a 78 percent increase in 
African American students apply-
ing for freshman admission to cSU 
campuses, and a 20 percent increase 

in African American undergraduate 
enrollment between fall 2004 and 
fall 2008.

cal State Fullerton will partici-
pate in Super Sunday Feb. 28, when 
cSUF President Milton Gordon will 
speak at Love and Unity church of 
God in christ in compton. on the 
same Sunday, Vice President of Stu-
dent Affairs robert Palmer will speak 
at corona community church.

“We want to make sure parents 
and community members are pre-
pared to help young people be ready 
for the rigors of higher education,” 
Palmer said. “It has to begin early. 
Literacy and math are key.”

Palmer added that that one of his 
goals is to increase the presence of 
African Americans on campus “to 
better represent the pluralism of our 
state.”  African American enrollment 
at cSUF has increased significantly 
since 2004, even in the face of de-
clining enrollments, Palmer said. 

“We have to give some credit to 
Super Sunday, but we have been very 
assertive in a variety of manners,” 
Palmer said.

cSU officials hope the program, 
which coincides with Black history 

Month, will reach 100,000 families 
this year.

“We want to show students that 
college is achievable academically 
and financially, and the life-long 
benefits of the degree,” said cSU 
spokesperson erik Fallis. 

he added that the system-wide 
budget cuts at cSU make the Super 
Sunday message even more impor-
tant, as students need be academi-
cally prepared to compete for admis-
sion at the 23 cSU campuses.

“By the time students reach high 
school, they should have many of 
the math and language skills in place 
to take the challenging courses that 
are required to attend a four-year 
university,” Fallis said. “The earlier 
students begin to focus on essential 
subjects, like algebra, the better.”

This year, the cSU system added 
30 churches to its Super Sunday 
lineup, including churches in Santa 
Ana and Yorba Linda.

First-time participant Friendship 
Baptist church in Yorba Linda will 
hold Super Sunday activities Feb. 28 
at both morning services.  Friend-
ship has a congregation of more 
than 3,000, making it the largest 

African American church in orange 
county.

church administrators hope Su-
per Sunday will help solidify pro-
grams currently in place, including 
academic scholarships and a Satur-
day academy.

Youth minister Kenneth curry 
said that nearly 75 percent of Friend-
ship’s high school graduates go on to 
2-year or 4-year colleges.

“Starting early is very important,” 
curry said. 

“We not only do scholarship pro-
grams with our middle and high 
schoolers, but we also start with our 
kindergartners. even if they don’t 
do so well (academically) they get 
the support and encouragement of a 
mentor. We have a wonderful, com-
mitted group of men and women. 
education is ... important to us as a 
church.”

Following the Super Sunday ser-
vices, cSU outreach staff and church 
education counselors will provide 
information to families about steps 
to college and financial aid along 
with information about cSU Men-
tor, a Web site that guides families 
through the admission process.

due to heavy rains in the past few 
weeks, an increased number of pot-
holes has been problematic in Ful-
lerton.

“We tend to see potholes develop 
a lot more (in the rain). during 
storm events you have to be aware 
of potholes. Water is asphalt’s worst 
enemy,” said dan diaz, street main-
tenance superintendent for the city 
of Fullerton.

Water percolates under the road 
surface and attacks the street’s base 
material, causing settling, which 
creates a void beneath the asphalt. 
When enough base-support washes 
away, the asphalt cannot support the 

weight of vehicles and potholes de-
velop, diaz said.

In 2009, diaz’s crew members re-
paired approximately 5,000 potholes 
and they expect 2010’s total will be 
higher, due to heavy rains that in-
creased pothole development by an 
estimated 30 percent. he said that 
his crews have noticed an increase 
in pothole development on such 
heavily traveled streets as Berkeley 
Avenue, raymond Avenue and West 
Valencia drive. Potholes that are not 
repaired can be a road hazard and a 
potentially serious threat to driver 
safety.

“They (drivers) need to be aware 
and drive cautiously,” diaz said.

After driving over a pothole, Mi-
chelle chaker, psychology major, 
noticed something was wrong with 
her tire when she reached her drive-
way.

“I’ve gotten a flat tire from a pot-
hole once. I had to carefully drive to 
the gas station to put air in my ... 
(tire),” chaker said.

There are many claims for tire 
repairs and alignments, because the 
pavement around the pothole dete-
riorates. Potholes continue to grow 
because of the weight of vehicles, 
diaz said.

“Sometimes it changes the shift 
in your tire rotation. My friend had 
to get her tires re-rotated because of 
potholes,” said pre-nursing major, 
Michelle Johanis.

diaz relies on the public and em-
ployees working in the city to in-
form him about “street deficiencies,” 
as he calls them. diaz encourages the 
public to report pothole problems to 
the Fullerton Maintenance Services 
department, so his crew members 
can address the situations as quickly 
as they can.

The department improves pro-
grams with technology and by track-
ing locations that need repair in or-
der to maintain their infrastructure 
and extend the life of the roadway.

“We do routine inspections of 
roadways and we document areas 
that need repairs. We do preventive 
maintenance projects by going out 
and sealing the streets,” diaz added.

even though the department’s 
budget is impacted due to the eco-
nomic downturn, funding has not 
decreased. 

“I think that we’re doing the 
best we can with what we have,”           
diaz said.

diaz suggests that the city should 
pave new streets, rather than patch-
ing them.

“our infrastructure needs re-con-
struction. We’re trying to buy time 
until roads get re-structured,” diaz 
said.

residents can call the Fullerton 
Maintenance Services department 
at (714) 738-6897. requests can be 
made by logging onto the city Web 
site at ci.fullerton.ca.us and going 
to the Maintenance Services depart-
ment section. citizens will find the 
heading “request a Service” and un-
der that will be a link to an online 
form to report potholes.
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KABUL, Afghanistan - As United States led coalition troops prepare for 
a long-awaited offensive against the taliban in southern Afghanistan, few 
civilians have managed to escape the town at the center of the operation, 
raising the risk of civilian casualties that could undermine the obama ad-
ministration’s military strategy for the country.

The force said tuesday that fewer than 200 families around 1,200 people 
had left the town of Marjah and the surrounding area, which have a popula-
tion of about 80,000.  An estimated 2,000 taliban fighters are dug in and 
are believed to have bombs and booby-traps. residents said the insurgents 
had dug trenches in a traffic circle and mined the roads out of town. It may 
be too late for those who haven’t escaped by now.

Leaflets dropped over the town had warned townspeople for days of the 
impending offensive.

INterNAtIoNAL
Afghani civilians in way of offensive

House hearing casts further doubt on Toyota
WASHINGTON - despite announcing two recalls to address sudden-

acceleration problems, toyota Motor corp.’s conflicting statements are 
raising doubts about whether the company knows the exact cause of the 
defects, the chairman of the house committee investigating the automaker 
said tuesday.

rep. henry A. Waxman, (d-calif.), said that although toyota was reas-
suring the public in the last two weeks that it had identified the cause, it was 
telling house investigators that getting to the bottom of the issue was very 
difficult. 

That leaves open the possibility that they have not identified all of the 
potential root causes of the condition that has been blamed on 19 deaths and 
more than 300 crashes over the last eight years, he said.

The contradictory statements “raise questions and doubts about toyota’s 
understanding of the risks and the condition,” Waxman said in an interview 
tuesday.

Steinberg unveils Democratic jobs package

SACRAMENTO - Senate President Pro tem darrell Steinberg tuesday 
unveiled a democratic plan he said would create an estimated 140,600 to 
197,600 jobs in california.

Steinberg, (d-Sacramento), said the democratic caucus in the Legisla-
ture is introducing 27 bills that are part of an employment plan “that is real, 
not partisan, not hype.”

he said every measure to be introduced can be approved with a major-
ity vote, and that the jobs-creation ideas could have a “multiplier effect” by 
creating even more jobs.

“I think people want to see something tangible,” Steinberg said.

NAtIoNAL
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Students wait for the shuttle service that will  be discontinued  as of Feb.25
photo By Christa Connelly/Daily titan photo editor
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 Sunday nights are usually re-
served for catching up on school 
work, planning for the week ahead 
and sometimes a microwave dinner 
in front of the television. 

Picking up a Grammy amidst a 
sea of the nation’s hottest celebri-
ties? Now that’s a different story.

 Associate Professor William 
Cunliffe made Titan history Jan. 
31, scoring a win for Best Instru-
mental Arrangement for his Oscar 
Peterson-inspired piece, “West Side 
Story Medley.” 

The Cal State Fullerton Depart-
ment of Music instructor, who 
specializes in jazz, had twice before 
been nominated for his work, but 
had yet to receive that little golden 
gramophone to solidify his musical 
accomplishments. At the 52nd an-
nual Grammy Awards, his efforts 
were finally rewarded.

professor brings home Grammy

The Meridian Shuttle Service will 
end Feb. 25, leaving some Cal State 
Fullerton students stranded and 
scrambling for parking.

Parking and Trasportation based 
the decision to cancel the shuttle was 
on spring permit sales, low parking 
counts at the Meridian Fitness Club 
and available parking on campus. 

Parking and Transportation put 
up signs in front of Langsdorf Hall 
and the Meridian on Jan. 29, notify-
ing students of the imminent cancel-
lation, said Joseph Ferrer, director of 
parking and transportation. 

“The objective of the off-campus 
lot and shuttle service is to provide 
an overflow parking location for stu-
dents during the construction phase 
of the three campus projects (hous-
ing, the Children’s Center and the 
parking structure),” Ferrer said. 

Most students had no idea why 
the service was being cancelled.

Matt McCartney, a 19-year-old 
radio-TV-film major, saves 20 to 30 
minutes on his commute by using 
the shuttle. He wishes CSUF would 
try to empathize with commuter 
students.

“It’s a commuter campus. Any-
thing you can do to make it con-
venient for everybody to be able 
to commute is much better,”                 
McCartney said.

Meridian employees weren’t for-

shuttle service
soon to shut down

By serena WhiteCotton
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

By Gina Baxter
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com
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CreDit CarDs: leGislation affeCts stuDents
For many Cal State Fullerton 

students who are under 21, this 
could prove to be a burden, as 
many rely on credit cards to pay 
for their tuition, books and other 
school expenses. 

   Current credit card owners will 
not be affected by Title III of the 
legislation, only future applicants, 
said Morgan. 

 “I know a lot of students use 
credit cards for their tuition and 
books,” said Jankee Pandya, a 
18-year-old psychology major. “It 
does make it harder for them.”  

  The Credit Card Act of 2009 
also contains legislation that will 
apply to all cardholders, regardless 
of age. “There are some really strong 
points,” said Betty Chavis, chair of 
the department of accounting. 

“Overall, it’s going to help con-
sumers with interest charges, but 
there are fees that will be added 
on, or other upfront costs. I don’t 
think it’s going to lower costs but it 

will help keep consumers from get-
ting in debt they can’t pay off.”

The Act 
s t ipulates 
that credi-
tors in-
form their 
customers 
of an APR 
i n c r e a s e 
45 days 
prior, puts 
a freeze 
on inter-
est rates 
and fees on 
c a n c e l e d 
cards, re-
q u i r e s 
statements 
to be 
mailed 21 
days prior 
to the pay-
ment due date and moderates the 
sales methods used by banks on 
university campuses

“Credit card companies are go-
ing to have to stay 1,000 feet away 

from col-
lege cam-
puses if 
they are 
going to 
use free 
t h i n g s 
to entice 
s t uden t s 
to sign 
up,” said 
Chavis.

 It also 
i n c l u d e s 
a recom-
m e n d a -
tion from 
Congress 
that uni-
v e r s i t i e s 
and col-
lege cam-

puses should limit the amount of 
creditors soliciting to students on 
campus and that students should 

be offered credit card and debt 
counseling sessions.

“I think this is good because a 
lot of people under 21 don’t have a 
job and they use credit cards any-
way,” said Trya Nguyen, a 22-year-
old business major.  

For those who rely on credit 
cards during rough economic 
times, there are some alternatives 
to consider.  

“There are Pell Grants and Cal 
Grants that help us to pay tuition, 
so a credit card is not always neces-
sary,” said Nguyen. 

Students may also apply for 
federal loans or enroll in payment 
plan options offered by the uni-
versity.As for day-to-day expenses, 
individuals under 21 may have to 
revert back to only spending the 
money they have, whether it be in 
the form of a debit card, a reload-
able prepaid card, or cash.“I’m a 
firm believer that you should be 
able to pay with cash,” said Chavis.  
“Students should have money in 
the bank and use the school’s EFT 
program.”

 

From Page 1

 “We wanted to do a tribute to 
Oscar Peterson, who was at one 
time the 
most pop-
ular jazz 
pianist in 
the world,” 
e xp l a ined 
C u n l i f f e . 
C u n l i f f e 
said that 
he came 
up with the 
idea to have 
the “West 
Side Story 
M e d l e y, ” 
and the re-
cord com-
pany decid-
ed to “do it in 
a big-band style, to make the sound 
bigger and more exciting.” 

Cunliffe chose a mix of differ-
ent instruments to create a lyrical 
undertone to the bold, exciting 
fanfare that usually accompanies                    

big-band music. 
 “What makes me feel good is 

making music,” 
Cunliffe said.

 Although 
a cknowledg -
ing that the 
experience of 
attending the 
Grammys was 
fun, Cunliffe 
seemed a bit 
disappointed 
in the lack of 
focus on the 
music. 

He noted 
that the awards 
show had be-
come more fo-

cused on grab-
bing an audience with flashy show, 
rather than spotlighting the music 
itself. For a man whose job is to 
teach music, it was more of a theat-
rical performance than a showcase 
of sound. 

While winning a Grammy was 
certainly the highlight of his per-
sonal development, Cunliffe still 
has big plans for his future.

 “Right now, I’m working on a 
25-minute classical concerto that 
should be finished by next week,” 
he said. “After that, I’ve got a cou-
ple of other projects in the works, 
including starting up a big-band 
group with a friend.”  For this busy 
musician, it hardly seems feasible 
that he can juggle both a music ca-
reer and an associate professorship 
at CSUF. Yet his colleague, Depart-
ment of Music Director Dr. Charles 
Tumlinson, knows that Cunliffe is 
a great teacher. “I was proud to be 
his colleague before the award, and 
am certainly proud now. He is an 
amazing, versatile musician and hu-
man being,” said Dr. Tumlinson.

 “It’s cool. I mean, how many 
schools can say they have a Gram-
my award-winning teacher?” said 
Rhoadell Sudduth, a senior music 
performance major.    

mally notified until a week after the 
signs were posted. 

Ferrer said it was Empire Shuttle’s 
responsibility to contact the Merid-
ian with cancellation, not that of the 
university’s. 

The drivers were not informed 
by Empire Shuttle that the service 
was being canceled. They found 
out through the signs and word-of-
mouth, just like CSUF students, 
according to shuttle driver Alfred 
Salas.

Salas found out about the cut Feb. 
3 after working the entire week. The 
company hasn’t told him what his 
next job will be, or if he will have a 
job after the shuttle stops.

“The fact is that we don’t know 
yet. (Our future) is still pending,” 
Salas said. “We might have another 
place. We don’t have an answer yet – 
it’s too soon. But eventually we will 
have another place that we will go. 
That’s what I’m hoping for.”

Although Salas was disappointed, 
he said that he was told from the be-
ginning that the service wasn’t per-
manent. 

“I think they requested the ser-
vice for certain semesters only and it 
(was) not going to be forever,” Salas 
said. 

Students who use the shuttle can 
continue to do so until Feb. 25.

After that date, Parking and Trans-
portation suggests that students park 
on campus, or use the assisted park-
ing service in Lot A.

Card ownership
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Art haus provides room for improvisation
by Andrew KwoK

Daily Titan Staff Writer
detour@dailytitan.com

“Laundry Service” and 
more provided at Anaheim’s 
fledgling Rothick gallery

Nick Wildermuth of the live painting group The Nice Penguins works on a piece on location at the opening of Jophen Stein’s new series 
“Laundry Service” at the Rothick art haus in Anaheim last Friday night. 

photo by juAn jimenez/For the daily titan

If asked to spend an evening at a 
local art gallery, you might be a little 
skeptical. Will there be anything to 
do there? Will you have to talk to 
sales people? Since when were you 
into art, anyway?

Kelly Castillo and Nick Roth-
weiler, owners of Rothick art haus in 
Anaheim, might just have a gallery to 
settle your nerves. 

Jophen Stein’s art show, “Laundry 
Service,” began exhibiting last Fri-
day at 7 p.m., along with works by 
guest artist Chris Umana and a live 
painting by the Nice Penguins, all ac-
companied by live music from blues 
musician Brother Cecil.

Rothick opened in July 2009. Cas-
tillo and Rothweiler own the building 
space, they don’t rent or lease. Artists 
who display their work in the gallery 
don’t buy space for their shows, they 
must be invited. 

Castillo, an alumna of Cal State 
Fullerton, said she won’t let the econ-

omy dictate how she runs her gallery.
This is not a quiet art gallery event. 

Opening night drew upwards of 60 
visitors from near and far, undeterred 
by the rain. 

A lively performance by Brother 
Cecil boomed as art enthusiasts, 
friends and family members mingled 
with spirits and bottles of Corona and 
Dutch, courtesy of the gallery. 

The featured exhibit, “Laundry 
Service,” is a series of works by Stein 
that explore social and global issues 
from the 1970s to ’80s and relates 
them to current events. 

After making a good impression 
during a group exhibit at Rothick, 
Stein was invited back for his own 
show. 

The centerpiece of his exhibit, a 
physical rendition combining Queen 
Elizabeth II and Speed Queen laun-
dry equipment, drew much of the 
initial attention. 

Umana, whose art involves anthro-
pomorphic characters, has a room re-
served for his work. The centerpiece 
is a large bird figure holding an um-
brella, surrounded by rain drops, each 
containing their own bird character 
in a French corset. 

Umana’s exhibited work, which 
involves themes of soul, superstition 
and the afterlife, was inspired by the 

It’s spring again, and that means 
premieres of new TV shows and the 
return of old favorites.

Returning to FOX is everybody’s 
favorite agent, Jack Bauer, in 24 on 
Mondays at 9 p.m. 

Feb. 2 marked the long-awaited 
return of the final season,  Lost on 
ABC. Chuck also returns to NBC 
with the titular character's newly-
acquired kung-fu skills.

Cal State Fullerton radio-TV-
film professor Shelley Jenkins said 
the success of 24 and Chuck has to 
do with the desire to watch good 
guys beat bad guys at their own 
game.

"It's cathartic to watch shows 
that build suspense and lead us to 
believe that the bad guys are going 

passing of close friends and family.
The Nice Penguins, whose mem-

bers showed up one at a time, is a 
three-man group of live painters 
that create spontaneous works of art. 
Members Nick Wildermuth, Khris 
Maiquez and Hiroshi Yamashita re-
mained in the room they were work-
ing in throughout the night, greeting 
and joking with whoever stepped in. 

Their painting began with a simple 
cartoon rendition of Yamashita’s face 
in the middle of the canvas, and soon 
developed into a graffiti-like collage 
of seemingly random ideas in endless 
amounts of colors.

“It’s all about drawing and paint-
ing as if you’re a little kid, and mean-
ing it,” Maiquez said.

Maiquez said experiencing the 
process of a piece’s creation adds a 
dimension that can’t be fully appreci-
ated when looking at a final product 
by itself. 

Strangers became friends and 
friends became closer, as the night was 
never short of fuel for conversation or 
a humorous innuendo or two. Stein 
and Umana were pleasantly surprised 
to see such a positive turnout, but 
all the ingredients were undoubtedly 
there for a quality art show: friendly 
artists, passionate gallery owners and 
enthusiastic art lovers.  

GCAC: turninG the mundAne into Art 
From Page 1

“BC Space: Mything in Action” opened Feb. 7 at the Grand Central Art Center. The 
exhibit featured the history of BC Space, the oldest established gallery in Orange County.
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One of the more complex pieces 
of art in the “office” is the life-size 
water cooler with an extra water jug 
placed strategically at its side.

As spectators make their way to 
the next room – located towards the 
back of the building – they are wel-
comed by a giant black and gray “BC 
Space: Mything in Action” logo.

In this room, which is sectioned 
off to make multiple rooms, there 
are many art pieces by various fea-
tured artists that deal with contro-
versial ideas incorporated into their 
work in a variety of ways.

Some of the most eye-catching 
pieces include a collage of small in-
dividual photos of the sky, all laid 
out to make one giant photo with an 
array of colors.

Even though this piece of art is 
already larger than life, it was sup-
posed to be even larger, according to 
one of the curators, Andrea Harris-
McGee, who was explaining this to 
one of the observers.

Also in this room are two Ameri-
can flags hanging from the ceiling 
just above and to the left of the sky 

What you’re missing on TV while you’re in class this spring

collage. The flags are constructed out 
of different materials and fabrics.

One of the flags was constructed 
from, what looked like, old army 
uniforms. The stars and stripes were 
made out of the camouflage colors 
green and tan, with little aircrafts ac-
centing on the tattered edges of the 
flag.

Opposite of the camo flag is a flag 
made of metallic silver and gray fab-
rics with red accented stars.

One of the most popular art piec-
es was another collage, one that is a 
little more complex than the sky.

This collage was divided into four 
different sections and drew many 
viewers.

The first section features photos 
of “evil things,” all compiled to look 
like hell.  

The next level of the collage was 
a mixture of individual images of 
spiritual beings and humans.

The third level was of solely man-
kind and materialistic things, as well 
as celebrities and naked chiseled 
bodies. 

And, of course, the last level was 
heaven, made of photos of angels 
and deities.

Lelda Suez, wife of retired CSUF 
ceramics professor Vincent Suez, 
originally went to the gallery to look 
at Ginnaty’s terra cotta work, but 
found herself captivated by the col-
lage of heaven and hell, and gazed at 
the collage trying to piece together 
exactly what it was and, more im-
portantly, what it meant.

“It’s really fascinating to look at – 
very interesting,” Suez said.

As she took a step closer to ob-
serve, she noticed a photo of Oprah.

“That was one of her in her thin-
ner times,” chuckled Suez pointing 
to the individual photo.

Visitors then make their way to 
the final room of the exhibit – the 
sales gallery. This room holds unique 
artwork by artists Patrick Haem-
merlein and Walt Hall. Many of the 
paintings focused around a child, 
maybe even a teen, dressed in a bird 
outfit. 

This is the smallest of all the ex-
hibits, but seems to house the most 
pieces. The paintings in this gallery 
are smaller than the others. The col-
ors in the paintings, making up for 
their lack of size, are vibrant and ac-
cented by the wood on which they 

are painted.
Back in the artists’ workrooms, 

away from the exhibit, graduate stu-
dent artists could be found talking 
about their artwork with the public.

One CSUF graduate art student, 
Preston Daniels, showed off his 
sculpting work and answered ques-
tions from fans at his workstation. 
Daniels’ work resembled something 
found in Tim Burton’s Nightmare 
Before Christmas. Daniels had before 
created a piece for Burton that is dis-
played in the New York Museum of 
Modern Art.

Around the art gallery, gradu-
ate students can be found walking 
around helping out with fixing art-
work knocked over or disturbed by 
viewers.

Second-year exhibition design 
graduate student Heather Rose ex-
plained that not only do the artists 
work in the GCAC building, they 
also live above the building in hous-
ing provided by the university that 
comes with renting a workspace in 
the gallery.

“It’s not merely going to work. It’s 
going down and submerging your-
self in art,” Rose said.

by Allie mosier 
Daily Titan Staff Writer

detour@dailytitan.com

to win again, only to see them get 
justice in the end," said Jenkins.

The number one most watched 
show in America, American Idol, also 
returns to FOX Tuesdays at 8 p.m. 
This is your last chance to watch 
Simon Cowell crush the dreams of 
hopeful contestants, as this marks 
his last season on the show.

Premiering on the CW Mondays 
at 9 p.m. is Life Unexpected, which 
has been called a cross between 
Juno and The Gilmore Girls. Life 
Unexpected is a family drama about 
a girl named Lux, played by Britt 
Robertson, who is searching to find 
her birth parents.

In a press release issued by the 
CW, Life Unexpected delivered the 
largest audience of its time slot in 
over a year with 2.74 million view-
ers.

New to ABC is The Deep End, 
which has been called Grey’s Anat-

omy in a law office. This show re-
volves around five young, ambitious 
attorneys and the pressures of being 
a first-year attor-
ney at a top 
Los Angeles 
law firm.

New to 
FOX Sun-
days at 8 
p.m. is Hu-
man Target, 
which is 
based on the 
DC Com-
ics graphic 
novel.

H u m a n 
Target is an 
action drama 
centered on 
Christopher 
Chance, a pri-
vate contractor/

security guard hired to protect the 
lives of his clients.

Human Tar-
get garnered 
9.60 million 
viewers, land-
ing the num-
ber six spot, 
a c c o r d i n g 
to Nielsen 
Media Re-
search.

Also pre-
miering on 
FOX this 
Thursday is 
Past Life, a 
drama that 
that inves-
tigates the 

world of the 
unexplained 
through the 

eyes of a doc-

tor and a former homicide detective 
who work together to solve decades-
old mysteries.

Based on Ron Howard’s film with 
the same name, Parenthood, which 
was supposed to be on NBC’s fall 
lineup, premieres Tuesday, March 2 
at 10 p.m.

Parenthood deals with a colorful 
and imperfect family and marks the 
return of Gilmore Girls star Lauren 
Graham.

For fans of the movie 300, Spart-
acus: Blood and Sand airs on Starz 
Fridays at 10 p.m.  

Filled with CGI, Spartacus has 
something for everyone – action-
packed battles full of blood, severed 
limbs for the men and toned and 
tanned bodies a la Gerard Butler 
for the ladies.

If reality shows are more your 
thing, Undercover Boss premiered 
Sunday on CBS after the Super 

Bowl. 
Undercover Boss follows different 

corporate executives as they go un-
dercover to see how their companies 
really work.

For fans of American Idol, sea-
son three winner Fantasia Barrino 
stars in her own reality show, Fan-
tasia For Real, Mondays at 10 p.m. 
on VH1. The show will document 
Fantasia’s comeback in her life and 
her career.

Another reality show coming to 
the CW in March is Fly Girls. 

The show follows the lives of five 
jet-setting flight attendants on Vir-
gin America living in an LA “crash 
pad” while pursuing parties, love 
and adventures.

Whether you crave action, dra-
ma, suspense or laughing at contes-
tants giving it their all on American 
Idol, spring’s TV lineup has some-
thing for everyone. 

imAGe Courtesy oF mCt
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Mass Effect 2

BioWare has done something 
amazing – they have finally succeeded 
in creating a non-linear role playing 
game that allows gamers to make 
decisions that affect the outcome of 
the game and translate seamlessly be-
tween the original and the sequel.

Mass Effect 2 is the first game of its 
kind that allow players to upload all of 
their character’s information, design 
and decisions from the original to the 
sequel, so the story continues without 
missing a beat. BioWare’s partnership 
with Electronic Arts – the company 
behind the widely popular Madden 
series – has allowed the developer to 
borrow this concept from its two flag-
ship football franchises.

Even if gamers haven’t played the 
first Mass Effect, they won’t be too lost 
starting with the sequel. 

Gameplay has been largely im-
proved in many areas, and often takes 
a simpler approach to make the game 
feel less cumbersome. 

Customization of the character’s 
abilities has been simplified to the 
point that you no longer need to 
train your version of Commander 
(you choose the first name) Shepard 
to shoot better. 

No matter what standard weapons 
you choose for your character at the 
beginning, he/she is already profi- Dear Reader, I’m sorry to say it, 

but Dear John is a replica of The Note-
book with just a few added twists.  

Regardless, not a dry eye will leave 
the theater. Director Lasse Hallström 
wisely chose the ab-riffic Chan-
ning Tatum to play Army-boy John 
Tyree, and the dazzling girl-next-door 
Amanda Seyfried as Savannah Curtis.  
The story, based on a novel by the 
renowned romance author Nicholas 
Sparks, starts with a chance encounter 
on a southern beach.  John is home 
on leave while the all-too-perfect Sa-
vannah is on spring break building 
homes for Habitat for Humanity.

After two weeks of blissful swoon-
ing, John returns overseas while Sa-
vannah returns to school. Their love 
inspires a flurry of letters between the 
separated sweethearts.  

However, like most dramas, noth-
ing goes quite as planned. Increased 
deployments and the events of 9/11 
prompt a hard decision for John: re-
turn home to the love of his life like 
he promised, or extend his contract 
with the army and fight for his coun-

try. 
Much like the common ‘Dear 

John’ break-up letter, the couple suf-
fers hardships, both personally and 
within their relationship. Ladies, 
bring tissues.

Despite the tumultuous bumps and 
breakups which resemble those in The 
Notebook, Tatum and Seyfried share 
moving and heartfelt scenes, leaving 
you rooting for a happily ever after. 
Suprisingly, it doesn’t end in precisely 
the way you might think. The movie 
allows the audience to imagine their 
own perfect ending. 

Dear John

Picture this – you walk into a store 
and find a beautiful scarf. 

It looks simple enough. For a sec-
ond, you convince yourself that you 
can save the $20 and just make the 
scarf yourself. 

After all, it’s just yarn looped 
around itself – certainly you are ca-
pable of creating something just as 
good.

The problem is, you don’t know 
how to knit or crochet. In fact, you 
don’t even know the difference be-
tween the two.

Do not fret. Floating in the craft-
ing universe is one how-to Web site 
that reigns supreme: WhipUp.net

Whip Up has an arsenal of helpful 
information in the art of making your 
own handcrafts. 

The site features a wide variety 
of free designs and patterns, and it’s 
only a matter of looking through the 

Crafting goes high tech at WhipUp.net
by Juanita Vasquez 

Daily Titan Staff Writer
detour@dailytitan.com

drop-down menu and selecting the 
“knitting+crochet+yarn” category. 
Before you know it, you’ll be cast-
ing on stitches and making your very 
own scarf.

Here is a place where crafters of all 
experience levels are able to find in-
structions and tutorials for activities 
ranging from crocheting, to polymer 
clay charms, to twig whistles or just 
plain sewing.

The site is constantly updated by 
a group of committed bloggers and 
crafters whose desire is to allow peo-
ple to see that there is time in their 
hectic schedules to sit down and 
make something by hand. 

The site’s manifesto states that 
Whip Up is “for experimentation, 
innovation, self expression and the 
sharing of information and ideas.” 

In this way, it brings inspiration to 
even the most uninspired crafters.

On each blog entry, the reader will 
find themselves face-to-face with a 
featured image of a craft accompa-
nied by a link. 

cient in using them.
Upgrading Shepard’s biotic abili-

ties (telekinetic powers) is one of the 
most gratifying aspects of the ME2 
combat system. Launching Shepard’s 
shockwave ability, when it is fully up-
graded, can launch an entire squad of 
enemies in the air and open for fire 
from your comrades.

One of the more disappointing as-
pects of ME2 is the side characters. 

ME2 introduces several new spe-
cies and cultures, but does not allow 
you the opportunity to delve into 
their cultures and history like you 
could in the first; they only offer brief 
descriptions and interaction. 

It was the side characters and detail 
in ME’s canon that made it stand out 
as a franchise, but that seems to have 
been lost.

The link will take the reader to the 
original post where the featured craft 
was conceived and the tutorial can be 
found.

Whip Up is not just a site for mak-
ing things. Every so often readers are 
surprised by contests in which fabric 
is the reward.

Even if you’re not the “crafting 
type,” there is always a time in our 
lives when we look for that kind of 

personal satisfaction that comes from 
making something by hand. 

When that moment of inspiration 
and self-determination comes knock-
ing at your door, you will know where 
to look. 

Whether you are looking for 
hobbies to learn or gifts that would 
be appropriate for your friends,  
WhipUp.net is the place to go. It’s the 
thought that counts, right?

Something Borrowed
& Something Blue

Something Borrowed and Some-
thing Blue is a two-novel series 
about friendship, love, jealousy and 
deception written by New York 
Times best-selling author Emily 
Griffin. 

In Griffin’s first book, Something 
Borrowed, she introduces her main 
characters, Rachel and Darcy, two 
best friends who grew up together 
and have been friends since el-
ementary school. 

In every friendship there are ups 
and downs, but Griffin writes about 
an unforgivable act between friends 
and asks the reader to choose a side.  
In the novel there is the seemingly 
good girl, Rachel, who is the plain 
Jane everyone adores. Then there’s 
Darcy, the complete opposite of 
her friend.  Darcy is the sexy, self-
centered, stuck-up girl we all hate, 
but have as a friend anyway. 

In Something Borrowed, Griffin 
writes the story through Rachel’s 
eyes and the reader experiences 

Rachel’s struggles and pain as the 
story develops. 

Griffin’s follow-up, Something 
Blue, is enticing because Darcy’s 
character changes with each page. 
In this book, Darcy’s side of the 
story is told, and Griffin works 
to convince the reader that Darcy 
genuinely wants to be a better per-
son.

Something Blue reminds us that 
there are always two sides to every 
story. Griffin does a marvelous job 
in trapping the reader and opening 
our hearts to her characters.

DETOUR REVIEWS
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Want to show off 
your work?

If you are a CSUF student and would like to get 
your photography or art work published in the 
Daily Titan, submit a high resolution jpeg of 

your work along with a description of it and your 
name and major to detour@dailytitan.com.
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The earthquake in Haiti opened up the world’s 
heart to helping the impoverished Caribbean coun-
try. While many texted donations, a handful jumped 
on planes and flew to the island nation to do what-
ever they could. In the end, 10 Idaho missionaries 
were arrested for allegedly kidnapping a bus-load 
of 33 orphans and spiriting them away to the Do-
minican Republic, where they were going to start an 
orphanage with what funds they had collected. The 
missionaries intended to act first and worry about the 
paperwork later.

The Washington Post dug up everything they 
could about the missionaries, right down to their 
foreclosures and inability to pay debts and employ-
ees. How despicable these people are, that they didn’t 
have money in a “wintery” economic climate, but still 
went out of their way to try to help children.

The Wall Street Journal reported Feb. 3 that, pre-
earthquake, Haiti had around 380,000 orphans.

“Many of Haiti’s hundreds of orphanages operate 
in virtually medieval conditions, with little money or 
regulation; only 67 are licensed for adoptions, and 
many aren’t registered with the government,” the 
Wall Street Journal reported.

Children are jammed into rooms in unsuitable liv-
ing conditions, reporters who visited the orphanages 
said.

Tack on the fact that paperwork – if there is any – 
is buried under rubble caused by the quake.

It’s not as 
though the mis-
sionaries were 
ripping children 
from their par-
ents’ embrace. 
They spent some 
time looking for 
who could leave 
now. In a country 
where countless 
people were dy-
ing by the min-
ute, 33 children 
were picked up to 
be taken to safety 
and given medi-
cal treatment. 
Saving human 
lives should be of 
a higher priority 

than worrying about the red tape.
Concern over forms filled out in triplicate are also 

hindering medical airlifts. Before the arrests, the New 
York Times reported that the largest Haitian pediatric 
hospital was airlifting 15 injured children a day to 
American hospitals on private flights. After the mis-
sionaries’ charitable attempt, the hospital is only able 
to airlift three children a day, due to the hefty down-
pour of paperwork.

“At least 10 other children have died or become 
worse while waiting to be airlifted out of the country 
... Dozens of children are in critical need of care, and 
there has been no shortage of American hospitals or 
pilots willing to take them,” the Times reported Feb. 
8.

The Times further reported that paperwork used 
to be something to worry about after the patient has 
been stabilized, but now it’s top priority.

Haiti’s weighted concern in documentation over 
helping their own people survive this disaster is atro-
cious.

While it’s arguable that the Idahoan missionaries 
were misguided, the fact that medical airlifts are de-
layed, causing the further deaths of child earthquake 
victims, needs to be addressed. 

The Washington Post described their attempt to 
aid Haitian children as a “misadventure (that) can 
only make the work of those truly interested in the 
welfare of neglected or abandoned children more dif-

ficult.”
The focus 

should not be on 
the 10 Ameri-
can missionaries 
– it should be 
on the 33 Hai-
tian children. 
It should be on 
the thousands 
left homeless 
and orphaned 
by these un-
fortunate cir-
cumstances. A 
person is more 
than a name on 
paper, and it’s 
appalling that 
such a fact has 
been forgotten.
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Haiti grounded by paperwork
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Edwards had an affair. If you 
haven’t been living under a rock for 
the past year, this shouldn’t be news 
to you. 

More details about his relation-
ship and illegitimate child with not-
his-wife Rielle Hunter have gradu-
ally begun to trickle out of the pages 
of his former aide, Andrew Young’s 
new book, “The Politician.” 

It’s probably the release of this 
book that prompted Edwards to 
come out and announce father-ship 
of his daughter, a role previously 
claimed by Young himself. And it’s 
probably all of that which prompted 
his cancer-stricken wife, Elizabeth 
Edwards, to finally file for divorce.

Now, is it just me, or are extra-
marital affairs in the world of politics 
becoming as frequent as Lindsay Lo-
han’s trips to rehab? Mark Sanford, 
Mike Duvall, Eliot Spitzer – these 
names are better known for their 
romps in the infidelity sack than 
they are for their roles as politicians.

Seldom do politicians recover their 
careers from this type of scandal, and 
even when they do, it tends to fol-
low them around like an evil shadow 
waiting to pounce until they’re just 
vulnerable enough. 

Ted Kennedy’s Chappaquiddick 
incident is a great example of this 
– he, of course, went on to be one 
of the greatest political figures of 

our time, but the information and 
speculation about it all acted like a 
vulture, looming in the corner of his 
life.

Edwards undoubtedly knows all 
of this, so you’d think that his affair 
plus lovechild would be the worst of 
it. But, boy, it isn’t. 

The most recent twist in the scan-
dal is simply shocking – not only did 
Edwards have a lengthy, serious rela-
tionship with Hunter, but, allegedly, 

a sex tape of the two together exists.
Damn. You’d think this was all on 

the CW.
If this was Edward’s way of trying 

to stand out amidst a sea of politi-
cians that all look and sound the 
same, mission accomplished. He’s 
a disappointment not only to men 
everywhere, but to his very position 
– his adulterous peers are going to 
have to do twice as much work to 
top him.

Breaking the News
“From the front pages to the judging masses”

Political embarrassment abound
By TaNya GHaHrEMaNi 

Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

It really bothers me – and prob-
ably others – when I overhear people 
arguing over a shirt by saying “You 
look gay,” when I know the person 
is not in fact homosexual. People to-
day use the word “gay” to describe 
an action or to refer to something as 
dumb, weak or stupid.

Let me educate some of you as 
to what the word gay means. Ac-
cording to Webster’s Dictionary, the 
word “gay” means “of, or relating 
to, homosexuality.” The word dates 
back to the 1930s (if not earlier), 
and became established in the 1960s 
as the term preferred by homosexual 
men to describe themselves. 

It is now the accepted term for 
homosexuals throughout the Eng-
lish-speaking world. “Gay” typically 
refers to men – lesbian being the 
standard term for homosexual wom-
en – but in some contexts it can be 
used of both men and women as a 
form of identity.

Interestingly enough, it’s humor-

ous to think the other side of the is-
sue. People sometimes say an object 
is “gay” simply because they do not 
like it.

It is simple and easy to say, “I do 
not like your shirt,” rather than pos-
sibly offending someone who is ho-
mosexual by saying they act or look 
gay.

When you use the term “gay” 
incorrectly, you sound naive and 
uneducated. I do not think people 
want to be perceived as uneducated 
or naive – do you?

Saying you have gay friends, ex-
plaining that you “didn’t mean it that 
way” or that you are gay yourself is 
no excuse. You are insulting the per-
son who is homosexual next to you. 
By saying “that’s gay,” the word “gay” 
is not insulting, but the way you use 
it to describe a situation, object or 
person can be degrading because you 
are referring to it as insignificant. In 
no way or situation is gay or homo-
sexual insignificant to anything.

A campaign, sponsored by New 
York’s Gay, Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network (GLSEN), seeks 
to reduce and prevent the use of ho-

mophobic language in an effort to 
create a more positive environment 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
sexual teens. For instance, in one 
television commercial, two teenagers 
are shopping.

One girl asks, “Do you like this 
top?” Another girl responds, “That’s 
so gay.”

The commercial continues with 
actress and singer Hillary Duff.

Duff immediately responds, “You 
know, you really shouldn’t say that… 
It’s insulting.” The commercial ends 
with a voiceover from Duff saying, 
“When you say ‘that’s so gay,’ do you 
realize what you say? Knock it off.”

Homosexual men and women are 
normal and should not be abused 
and referred as something dumb, 
stupid or weak. 

I do not know any gay men or 
women who are dumb, weak or stu-
pid. So the next time someone uses 
the slang term in any way – “My 
drink is gay,” “That’s gay” or “This 
class is gay” – correct or laugh at 
them because of their ignorance of 
the beautiful world and culture that 
surrounds them every day. 

By JuliaNa CaMPBEll 
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

“G-word” causes more harm than you think

John Edward: Setting the bar too high for adulterous politicians?

It’s been a tumultuous few weeks 
in the world of politics, but at least 
the folks involved made it interesting. 
It was filled with politicians manag-
ing to make a complete mockery of 
their profession, from John Edwards 
displaying for the 15th time that 
bona fide idiots come in the likeli-
est of packages (men with teeth that 
white should never be trusted), to 
some familiar conservative activists 
attempting to be relevant again.

And you thought your new classes 
were confusing.

From the guy who brought you 
the (completely contrived) ACORN 
scandal, comes something on a bit 
of a different note. 

James O’Keefe, the conservative 
activist best remembered for don-
ning a pimp costume and visiting 
a string of ACORN offices search-
ing for some semblance of a story, 
found himself in a bit of trouble last 
week when he and three others were 
caught trying to sneak into the office 
of Democratic Louisiana Sen. Mary 
Landrieu, with intention to tap the 
phones. 

This came after a claim made by 
Landrieu saying that the office had 
been unable to take calls from con-
stituents opposing her views on the 
Senate health care bill. 

O’Keefe’s excuse? He wanted to 
see if she was lying.

PHoTo CourTEsy MCT

ACORN: The sequel... well not exactly.

PHoTo CourTEsy MCT
Rielli Hunter with her daughter Frances Quinn Hunter, illegitimate child of Edwards.

So, he and his companions donned 
telephone repairmen uniforms and 
attempted to gain access into the of-
fice to “examine” the phones.

OK, at least he was kind of self-
aware. He clearly must have realized 
that no one would actually recognize 
his face if he attempted to pull a 
stunt similar to the one he did with 
ACORN – they would only recog-
nize the horrible pimp outfit.

The main issue here is not the fact 
that O’Keefe did wrong, but it is 
rather a sort of deterioration of in-
vestigative journalism itself. 

O’Keefe’s efforts against ACORN 
launched a huge nationwide inves-
tigation, wrongfully teaching him,  
and undoubtedly many others, that 
investigative journalism is no differ-
ent than so-called “aha!” journalism. 
Not everything is a Watergate scan-

dal, yet it seems like every semi-scan-
dalous bit of news is being pushed 
to be so. And it doesn’t even look 
like O’Keefe yelled, “aha!” when he 
got to the offices, either, so he didn’t 
even do that correctly. Oh, When 
will these kids learn?

James O’Keefe is his prison mug shot for 
the Landrieu incident.

PHoTo CourTEsy DoJ
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How To Play:
Each row must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9; each 
column must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and each 
set of boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9.
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Aries (March 21-April 19) -- Today is a 6 -- Don’t 
be surprised if folks change their minds, big time. 
Don’t be quite so conservative; take an indepen-
dent direction. You may need flexibility to adapt.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) -- Today is a 5 -- Listen and learn. 
While you may not hear what you expect, you definitely 
get the information you need to move forward tomorrow.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) -- Today is a 5 -- Other 
people notice that you’re focused on indepen-
dent thinking and action today. Use this awareness 
to settle a disagreement. No need to walk away.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) -- Today is a 6 -- 
Uncomfortable around others, you don’t want to 
adapt at all. Even tiny changes feel revolutionary 
to your sensitive soul. Do take at least one step.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Today is a 6 -- Speak out 
loud and clear on issues that challenge your inde-
pendence. Principles are hard come by and could 
be cherished -- or discarded as old business.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Today is a 5 -- 
Change your tune where team effort is concerned. 
Switch between “leader” and “follower” roles. 
Forward momentum continues with little strain.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) -- Today is a 6 -- You could begin 
the great American novel today. If the plot development 
allows, add a character who muses over loves lost and found.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) -- Today is a 6 -- 
Wherever you start out in the morning, you’ll end 
up somewhere very different by the end of the 
day. Choose independence over acquiescence.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) -- Today is a 5 -- 
Don’t forget to grab the material you need first thing 
in the morning. Later today someone asks you to 
share. Go ahead, but don’t cramp your own style.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Today is a 5 -- Your 
thoughts are already on to the next project. But 
you still need to clean up details from the last one. 
Cost overruns are possible. Check before spending.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) -- Today is a 6 -- Spend 
most of your energy today talking about the future. 
Insights emerge even from casual comments.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) -- Today is a 6 -- Don’t think you 
have to get your way on everything. Someone has a bright 
idea. It doesn’t change everything, but it brings excitement.
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“More heart than feelings” is tat-
tooed in cursive across his chest 
and along his collarbone. “Angie,” 
his mother’s name, is also inked in 
cursive on the right side of his chest 
atop his heart. A holy cross with a 
king’s crown hanging on it is etched 
onto his left bicep.

Redshirt junior forward 
Jer’Vaughn Johnson, a 6-foot 6-inch 
and 240 pound Afro-American stud-
ies major, is respected for his candor 
off the court and his austerity on. 

His ability to move smartly in 
games, guard and share the ball are 
just some of the reasons why he is 
the starting power forward on the 
men’s Titan basketball team.

Johnson showed signs of being an 
outstanding player back at Avalon 
Garden Elemantry school in Comp-
ton, where he was raised.

He lived in an area that was over-
run by a ruthless gang called the 
“135th Street Piru.”

Johnson said it was his mother 
along with the game of basketball 
that kept him out of trouble. 

“Single mother – typical black 
family,” he said. “My mom is my 
rock. She is my everything. If it 
weren’t for her ... I don’t know 
where I’d be. She kept my head on 
straight.”

Johnson was more interested in 
meeting with the guys playing bas-
ketball in his neighborhood than the 
kids trying to be gangsters. 

He stayed on the basketball courts 
year-round. 

Even when his peers would play 
football in the fall, Johnson contin-
ued to work on his basketball game 
until his friends came back to the 
court.

Johnson’s passion for basketball 
led him to four years of varsity bas-
ketball at Centennial High School in 
Compton, Calif.

In his senior year, he achieved 
what he considers his biggest accom-
plishment as an athlete – he and his 
team won the CIF championship 
against Harvard-Westlake School.

“It was the best day of my life,” he 
said. “And all I remember about that 
day is the last play.”

In the last play of the game, 
Johnson’s friend, Tariq, caught an 
inbound pass. He dribbled up the 
court and to the right. He pulled up 
and swished a three-pointer from the 
top of the key to win the game.

“It was a buzzer-beater. And it 
was so real because we were playing 
Harvard-Westlake and they beat us 
all my years there.”

After graduating high school, 
Johnson was accepted to San Diego 
State University in 2006.

Johnson: Transfer 
has been a huge 
spark for the Titans

By charles purnell
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

“

“I would describe 
him like a lion in the 
jungle. He goes after 
what he wants.

– Jacques Streeter
            Sophomore guard

In January of his sophomore year 
at SDSU, Johnson averaged 1.8 
points, 1.6 rebounds, playing eight 
minutes a game – a surprising abate-
ment from his averages of 20 points 
and 12 rebounds per game in high 
school.

SDSU Head Coach Steve Fisher 
just wasn’t playing Johnson.

According to Johnson, Fisher said 
that Johnson was working hard, do-
ing all the things he needed to. Fisher 
didn’t know why 
he wasn’t playing 
Johnson.

Un s a t i s f i e d 
with his answer, 
Johnson decided 
the best thing 
he could do was 
leave.

CSUF Assis-
tant Coach Scott 
Waterman said 
Johnson had his 
release paperwork sent here, and 
when SDSU officially released John-
son, Waterman and Titan Head 
Coach Bob Burton recruited him.

“Jer’Vaughn Johnson on the court 
is a competitor,” Waterman said. 
“He’s one of our toughest players. 
Off the court, he’s got a tremendous 
character. He really defines what a 
student athlete is.”

In a game this season against his 
old SDSU team,   CSUF Associate 
Head Coach Andy Newman said 
that Johnson played terrific consider-
ing that he was going back to where 
he started his collegiate career.

“It was defi-
nitely bitter-
sweet, but more 
bitter because of 
the loss,” Johnson 
said. “It was kind 
of weird at first 
going up against 
all the guys I 
played with, but 
once I got on 
the court, I just 
wanted to beat 

them.”
Johnson is in 29.3 minutes a game 

in his first year as a Titan and has av-
eraged 11 points and 6.1 rebounds 
per game. 

His career-highs are 22 points and 
10 rebounds.

Johnson said the reason his game 
averages appear half as impressive 
compared to his statistics in high 
school is because there is more talent 
to share the ball with at CSUF. 

“Four or five guys here average 
double figures,” Johnson said. Back 
in high school, those sort of num-
bers were only shared by him and 
one other player.

Johnson recalled a bittersweet 
moment when the Titans faced Long 
Beach State Jan. 7. 

Rod Palmer, who was Johnson’s 
coach at Centennial, was now an as-
sistant coach at LBSU.

“We talked a little bit before the 
game,” Johnson said. “I obviously 
got love for him, but I wanted to 
beat him all the same.”

The Titans then went on the de-
feat LBSU.

Johnson has developed a bond 
with his teammates.

Johnson and Titan sophomore 
guard Jacques Streeter were room-
mates last summer.

“JV (Jer’Vaughn) on the court 
plays with a lot of passion,” Streeter 
said. “I would describe him like a 
lion in a jungle. He goes after what 
he wants.”

Johnson said he is going to try to 
make it in the NBA, but if basket-
ball doesn’t work out, he will use his 
Bachelor’s degree to work with and 
help youth in the inner city. 

If social services doesn’t work out, 
then he’ll be what his mother said 
she wants him to be – a firefighter.Johnson focuses on shooting a free throw during the first half of a non-conference game.

Redshirt junior forward Jer’Vaughn Johnson drives into the lane and draws a blocking 
foul on a UCLA player during the Titans’ 68-65 double overtime victory Nov. 16.
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After leaving SDSU, John-
son worked hard to start in 
every game this season


