
way to Haiti.
Students and customers packed the 

Slidebar, which usually caters to people 
into an alternative atmosphere. Guests 
enjoyed the bars wide variety of beers 
and well drinks. 
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“Fantasia 2000” and an unique short film, “Destino,” 
created as a collaboration between Walt Disney and Salva-
dor Dali, were both screened at a special event on Feb. 17 at 
the El Capitan Theatre. Disney producers were on hand to 
discuss the films and give insight as to what goes on behind 
the screen and how the magic is made at Disney Studios.

Full Story on FANTASIA, Page 4

Nick Ramirez returns to the mound and first base for 
the Cal State Fullerton baseball team. 

A threat defensively, but an even bigger hound at the 
plate, his love for baseball has brought him more than just 
fame, but the confidence to win.

In his freshman season Ramirez made the Big West 
Conference first team as a utility player as both a hitter and 
pitcher, Big West’s Player of the Week Mar. 9 and he went 
9-for-18 (.500) with three home runs, two doubles and sev-
en RBIs. In the first three games this season, he has hit three 
doubles and two RBIs and on the mound he has pitched 
two innings while striking out three batters.

Sophomore utility player Nick Ramirez was affective in two roles for 
the Titans’ last year and is poised for an even better season.

PHoto Courtesy mattBrownPHoto.Com

PHoto Courtesy of Disney

Students express unrest
Disney producers 
speak in Hollywood

iranian student association spreads awarness about iranian revolution

The pictures of the protests from the 2009 presidential election in Iran, on display in the main quad Feb. 23, caught the eyes of Becky Olvera, 23, advertising major. She said she had known 
nothing about the protests prior to the “mini protest” put on by the Iranian Students Association.

PHoto By CHarles Purnell/ Daily titan staff writer

The Nite Howls perform at The Slidebar Tuesday to raise money for victims in Haiti, the 
International Association of Business Communicators and Ad Club. 

PHoto By luCio villa/for the Daily titan

Tuesday afternoon, Cal State Fullerton’s Iranian Stu-
dent Association spread awareness about the fight for 
freedom occurring in Iran. Using the campus Quad as 
its stage, the IranSA club set up gripping posters portray-
ing young Iranian men and women being bludgeoned or 
fighting back against government police forces. Protests 
have been raging in Iran since the nation’s last election in 
the summer of 2009. 

One member of the IranSA, Arash, 25-year-old biol-
ogy major, asked not to have his last name printed or 

photo taken. He often travels back to Iran and the fear of 
police arresting him, as dissidence is very real.       

“Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (the current president of 
Iran) faked the election results and cheated. No one was 
happy about it,” Arash said, explaining the unrest felt by 
Iranian citizens, particularly among 20-to 30-year-olds, 
who compose roughly half of the population. An over-
whelming majority of the protesters in Iran are within 
this age group.       

“Roughly five percent of Iran supports Ahmadinejad 
and the current regime. The rest (of the population) loves 
America and wears designer clothes. We don’t want peo-
ple to think we support Ahmadinejad,” Arash said. 

United States officials have previously called Iran a 

“rogue state” and a recent Gallup poll showed that six in 
10 Americans view Iran as a threat.

The president of IranSA is CSUF senior Yari Moghadd-
am, 27-year-old business-information systems major. 
Moghaddam left Iran when his family emmigrated. He 
loves his country, he said, but did not want to serve under 
the current regime.

Moghaddam hopes he can teach people about the 
struggle going on in Iran today.   

 “The main objective of this (event) is to raise awareness 
within the campus. The Iranian people and its students 
have been fighting for freedom,” Moghaddam said.

Students rock ‘n’ roll 
for Haiti relief effort

gymnastics coach convicted of molestation

See IRANSA, Page 3

See SLIDEBAR, Page 3

See GYMNASTICS, Page 3

MULTIMEDIA

Check out the preview of Titan baseball’s 2010 season 
at DailyTitan.com/baseball-2010-preview

A collaboration between Cal State 
Fullerton’s International Association of 
Business Communicators (IABC) and 
the Ad Club resulted in a fundraiser for 
Haiti called the “ROCK OFF” at down-
town Fullerton’s Slidebar Tuesday night 
from 7 p.m. until midnight. 

“ROCK OFF” raised funds for both 
groups while showcasing rock bands such 
as The Nite Howls, Soul Papa and ER, as 
well as featuring DJ Albie of LRG. 

At the door, tickets cost $10, while 
pre-ordered tickets were $8. Along with 
the cost of the ticket, guests received two 

complimentary drinks, meaning attend-
ees had to be 21 or over.

When first planning the event, which 
took place before the Haitian earth-
quake, it was meant to raise money for 
IABC and Ad Club. But after the 7.0 
quake that devastated the island nation 
of Haiti, members of the IABC thought 
raising money and awareness for the 
victims was a much better plan and the 
right thing to do.

 “Unfortunately, during our planning 
the Haiti disaster struck and IABC and 
Ad Club felt that it was necessary to not 

only raise awareness but help victims in 
Haiti,” said Vice President of Commu-
nications for IABC and CSUF senior 
Lady McDesmond. 

McDesmond said that about 20 per-
cent of the proceeds will go to the Or-
ange County Red Cross and make its 

A former gymnastics coach involved in a sexual 
relationship with a 16-year-old girl was convicted 
of eight felony charges Tuesday, the Orange County 
District Attorney’s Office stated.

Jason Wayne Scofield, 37, former Fullerton resi-
dent, was in Arizona serving duty in the U.S. Army 
when he was brought back to Orange County on 
Oct. 21, 2009 to face charges. 

According to Rick Watson, who employed Scofield 
at Wildfire Gymnastics at the time of the offense, a 
background check run on Scofield showed that he

 

had been working for CSUF Gymnastic Department 
for eight years. 

 Scofield pleaded guilty to two felony counts of un-
lawful sexual intercourse, two felony counts of oral 
copulation of a minor, one felony count of sodomy of 
a person under 18, two felony counts of digital pen-
etration of a minor and one felony count of sexual 
penetration by foreign object, the district attorney’s 
office stated. 

 Scofield faces the maximum sentence of seven 
years and eight months in prison for these charges. 
According to the Orange County District Attorney 
Office, Scofield is expected to serve one year in prison 
and three years of probation.

 “He should be locked up for the full term,” said art 
major Sarah Josephson. Josephson believes that Sco-
field took advantage of being an authority figure to 
have relations with the underage girl.

 Scofield had multiple sexual relations with the 
young girl while working as a coach at Wildfire Gym-
nastics between Feb. 17, 2009 and June 30, 2009.

“It was a stupid decision, by Jason. He was fired 
immediately,” Watson said. 

According to Watson, the meetings between Sco-
field and the minor happened away from the gym. 
Scofield had eight years of clean records and did not 
appear like your typical psycho, Watson said. 
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INterNAtIoNAL
Rebels oppose Iran’s stance about leader’s capture

Justices weigh anti-terrorism vs. free speech

Anthem gives policy-rate increases green light
LOS ANGELES – An executive for the parent company of Anthem Blue 

cross told california officials tuesday that the state’s largest health insurer 
will go forward with much-criticized individual-policy rate increases of as 
much as 39 percent once a two-month delay lapses May 1.

James oatman, vice president of WellPoint Inc.’s consumer division, 
told the state Assembly’s health committee that the premium increases, and 
the profit they generate, are appropriate despite wide criticism from con-
sumers, regulators, members of congress and the obama administration.

“Are you planning to go forward with the rate increases?” Assemblyman 
dave Jones, the committee’s chairman, asked oatman, who testified along-
side Anthem’s president, Leslie Margolin.

“We believe the rate increase we have applied for is consistent with all 
the laws of the state of california,” oatman said. “We are advocating that 
those rates are appropriate rates.” 

NAtIoNAL

StAte

IN other NeWS

BEIRUT – contradictory accounts clouded Iran’s announcement tues-
day that it had captured the leader of a Sunni Muslim militant group it has 
been fighting for years.

Iran declared that it had caught Abdulmalek rigi, leader of the outlawed 
Jundallah following a months-long operation, claiming it had evidence he 
and his group were backed by the United States. There were conflicting 
statements by Iranian officials about where he was detained.

“We had spread a dragnet and we managed to capture him,” said Interior 
Minister Mostafa Mohammad Najjar, according to state radio. “he is now 
in the claws of justice. We were watching him and his agents, but we wanted 
to capture him alive.”

WASHINGTON – The Supreme court struggled tuesday to resolve a 
conflict between the free-speech rights of a Los Angeles-based advocate for 
international peace and a broad anti-terrorism law that makes it a crime to 
advise a foreign terrorist group, even if it means advising its members to seek 
peace. The justices sounded closely split between those who saw this as a ter-
rorism case and those who saw it as a free-speech case.

U.S. Solicitor General elena Kagan urged the court to uphold the broad 
sweep of the terrorism law and to permit prosecutions of anyone who gives 
any support to a terrorist group. She discounted the “supposed First Amend-
ment claims” raised by human rights advocates.

“When you help hezbollah build homes, you’re helping them build 
bombs,” she said.

But Georgetown Law Professor david cole said the human-rights ad-
vocates he represents are not interested in supplying bombs, but rather in 
urging foreign groups to avoid violence and to take their disputes to the 
United Nations. 

(Left to Right) Blanca Nunez, Jason Camarillo, Molly Smith and Lady McDesmond attempt to garner census awareness and participation on Titan Walk
Photo By chauntel riser/For the Daily titan

Five cal State Fullerton Stu-
dents, a part of the Public rela-
tions Student Society of America 
(PrSSA), are hosting census Week, 
which began with their premiere 
event “rock The census” on Mon-
day. The PrSSA students scheduled 
census Week as their final week of 
promotions. For tuesday’s “census 
Walk,” students gathered on titan 
Walk to ask questions, gather infor-
mation pamphlets and sign a poster 
pledging that they would partici-
pate in the 2010 census.

The five students that the group 
is named for (Molly Smith, Blanca 
Nunez, Jason camarillio, Lady 
Mcdesmond and Jonathon Barba) 
are a part of the National Bateman 
competition that, if they are se-
lected, will pay for the students and 
their adviser to be flown to Wash-
ington d.c. to present their cam-
paign to 2010’s census Bureau.

By chauntel riser
For The Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com

The cSUF student campaign 
aims to spread awareness about the 
2010 census to both cSUF students 
and orange country residents in 
surrounding areas.

“Four-billion dollars in federal 
funding is distributed based on the 
census, which is $3,000 per person 
in community service,”public rela-
tions student Smith said.

“The cSUF area has low return 
rate of 40 percent, which means 
that only 40 percent of the house-
holds in our area return their census 
forms and more than half, 60 per-
cent, do not fill out their census.” 

The students have been promot-
ing awareness about census Week 
throughout the month via personal 
conversations with students and 
orange county residents.

“Jonathan and I went out to 
a small clinic in La habra called 
Friends of the Family, where low-
income families come for their 
children. Many of the families that 
come to the clinic are hispanic and 
fear filling out the census. 

What a lot of them didn’t know 
is that the census does not deal with 
immigration. census Bureau em-
ployees sign an oath stating that 
they will not resale the personal 
information to any government 
agency, and if the oath is broken, 
they will be charged fines of up to 
$250,000 or sent to jail,” said Blan-
ca Nunez public relations major. 

The PrSSA students also dis-
tributed the information through 
social mediums such as Facebook 
and twitter.

“We have created a ton of social 
media outlets because that is the big 
way of gathering information for 
college students,” Jason camarillio, 
a public relations student said.

“We have been asking students 
for their name and e-mail so that 
we can contact them through twit-
ter and Facebook to let them know 
what is going on.”  cSUF students 
were able to both fill out a pledge 
form and sign a census poster to 
pledge their participation in the 
2010 census. 

“The pledge forms and signs are 
an evaluation of how successful our 
campaign was to students at cSUF. 
research shows that if you publicly 
commit to something then you are 
more likely to follow through,” said 
Lady Mcdesmond, a public rela-
tions student.

Many students at cSUF stated 
that they were familiar with the 
census, but we’re interested in get-
ting more information.

“I knew that there was something 
that goes around every 10 years, but 
I wasn’t sure of the name if it. This 
census 2010 campaign has been ef-
fective. 

It provided me with the informa-
tion that I needed to know about 
the census, and I will be sure to fill 
it out,” said business marketing stu-
dent Scott Wharton. 

cSUF PrSSA’s census Week 
will close with the “census Panel 
discussion” Thursday at the tSU’s 
Becker Amphitheatre. For more 
information on the census, visit                 
2010census.gov.

Students support census

White and yellow pages to go green
By victoria graciano

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

The big, thick, yellow book we use 
for everything but its actual purpose 
might soon be discontinued. on Feb. 
1, Senator Leland Yee from San Fran-
cisco introduced legislation SB920 to 
prohibit telephone companies from 
delivering the white and yellow pages 
unless customers choose to receive it. 
This could become the largest juris-
diction in california to do so.

Since 1995, the california Public 
Utilities commission has required 
phone books to be delivered as a 
universal service. This was done to 
increase advertisement in the yellow 
pages and decrease phone calls to 
phone directories, in an effort to save 
paper and energy. Senator Yee will 
consider this legislation in a commit-
tee in March.

“No one uses it anyway,” Nicole 
Parszik, a senior at cSUF majoring 
in biochemistry said. 

Parszik is for the bill and agrees that 
the yellow and white pages should 
stop their circulation. She mentioned 
that her dad recently asked her to get 
a phone book to use as a tool to even 
out some furniture. As far as obtain-
ing any directory information, “Just 
look online,” Parszik said.

currently, with all yellow and 
white pages, it is oK to opt-out 
from receiving the service. ross Pub-

lications is one of Fullerton’s oldest 
phone book directories and would be 
affected by the new bill if it passed 
legislation. They have a circulation 
of 245,000 in the North orange 
county area, including Anaheim 
hills, Brea, Fullerton and Yorba Lin-
da – a total estimated population of 
670,000.

“currently, customers can call 
to cancel delivery,” Nicole, a ross 
Publications representative who pre-
ferred not to give her full name, said. 
Nicole has been working in the lo-
cal office for one year, doing clerical 
work. She is against the proposed bill 
because it could mean job loss, but is 
not sure what exactly will take place 
in ross Publications.

“I am definitely not for the legisla-
tion,” Nicole said. 

ross Publications launched their 
online services in 2008.

currently, california produc-
es an average 87,000 tons of 
telephone directories annu-
ally according to cArecycle.
com. These books are made 
of low paper grade, making 
them harder to recycle. Still, 
in the last two years, phone 
book directories have in-
creased in delivery due to 
companies competing for 
business. companies such 
as At&t, Verizon and the 
White pages are all deliver-
ing phone book directories to 

customers, whether they need them 
or not. According to the cArecycle.
com, 97 percent of customers don’t 
use the phone directories. cArecycle.
com supports Senator Yee to cut 
the circulation of unwanted phone 
books. The site states that the reduc-
tion will save tress, conserve resources 
and reduce cost.

“on the surface it seems like a good 
idea because it will hopefully reduce 
waste by significantly eliminating the 
number of telephone directories pro-
duced and dispersed to a public who 
apparently rarely uses them,” said 
Brandon Browne, assistant professor 
of geological sciences at cSUF. 

however, Browne highlights a 
critical counterpoint. In the event 
of a natural hazard, such as an 
earthquake, the elimination of a 
hard copy telephone directory, 
which includes personal and busi-
ness numbers, are valuable emer-
gency contact information. road 
maps and other phone numbers 
may not be obtainable online or 
from cell phones during extended 
power outages. “hopefully, the pro-
posed legislation plans to distribute 
this emergency information in lieu 
of thick volumes of telephone num-
bers rather than eliminating them 
all together,” Browne said.

Photo By christa connelly/Daily titan Photo editor
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Iransa: IranIan voIces heard

gymnastIcs: Plead guIlty
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"People have been killed, jailed 
and tortured."      

The posters IranSA set on display 
portrayed images representing the 
violence Iranians are facing. 

Photos of burning cars and free-
dom fighters covered in blood at-
tempted to show CSUF students 
just how violent the struggle has 
been. 

One poster compared Ahmadine-
jad to Hitler and called the Ayotol-
lah Khamenei, Iran’s supreme leader, 
a dictator.

Among the many posters IranSA 
featured in the quad was one of a 
young woman named Neda, whose 
face was covered in blood. Neda was 
one of the first victims killed as part 
of the government's crack down on 
protestors. The IranSA considers 

her a martyr, and handed out green 
bracelets that read: “I am Neda/Free 
Iran.”

The color green is very symbolic in 
Iran because it represents the oppo-
sition party that campaigned against 
Ahmadinejad in the '09 election.     

Despite Ahamdinejad’s hardline 
approach toward the Jewish nation 
of Israel, according to Moghaddam, 
the Iranian people don’t share Ah-
madinejad's sentiments. “Iranian 
people prefer to have friendly rela-
tionships with all nations, including 
Israel. Many Jews live in Iran and 
there are many Iranian Jews living 
in Israel,” Moghaddam said.

Most students walking through 
the quad didn’t seem phased by the 
graphic photos and listened intently 
as members of ISA informed them 
about the current Iranian revolu-
tion.  

However, one student was shocked 
to hear IranSA's accounts that Irani-
ans are facing such brutality. 

"Honestly, I was disturbed because 
of the fact that this kind of violence 
is happening. I feel horrible for the 
people of Iran," said Ruby Messina, 
a 19-year old business major. 

The event gave all CSUF students 
an opportunity to sign a human 
rights petition, made available by 
IranSA. IranSA was also attempting 
to recruit new members.

Most people agreed that aware-
ness needs to be raised about Iran's 
revolution. “I’m really glad the Ira-
nian students are bringing this to 
the public,” an Iranian CSUF fac-
ulty member named Michelle said. 
Michelle, whose husband lives in 
Iran, also preferred not give her last 
name. “It’s good to be aware," she 
said.

slIdebar: collaboratIon Is success

Irvine Campus Meets ASI
by alIson munson

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

Laughter rang in the Irvine 
Campus courtyard during the 
Associated Students Inc. meet-
and-greet event Tuesday.

ASI came prepared with 
roast beef, ham and turkey deli-
sandwiches to pass out buffet-
style with sides of egg-salad and 
buckets filled with varieties of 
soda and bottled water on ice – 
enough for 150 students.

Also present was an ASI infor-
mation booth, equipped with an 
informational poster about ASI, 
Cal State Fullerton’s student 
government and student gear 
such as lanyards and t-shirts.

“ASI is for Cal State Fuller-
ton,” said Andrew Lopez, 21, 
fourth year communications 
major and chief communica-
tions officer for ASI. “Since our 
offices are located at Cal State 
Fullerton campus, it’s nice to 
come out here at least once a se-
mester and just try to outreach 
as much as possible.”

As an attempt to promote 

campus unity, ASI holds events at 
the Irvine Campus twice a year: a fall 
block party and a spring meet-and-
greet.

ASI represents both the Fullerton 
and Irvine campuses and worked 
with the Irvine campus student affairs 
office to pull the event together. The 
event was held for ASI representatives 
to create awareness about scholarship 
and leadership opportunities that Ir-
vine campus students may not know 
are available to them, Lopez said.

“They can meet their student lead-
ers,” Lopez said. “And we want them 
to know that everything that stu-
dent’s get involved in at the Fullerton 
campus, they can get involved in at 
the Irvine campus.”

The event was a surprise to a few 
students, Miranda Charlnoes, 21, 
third-year criminal justice major said, 
adding that the satellite campus does 
not see many activities.

“There’s so many more people 
there (at the Fullerton Campus),” 
Charlnoes said. “Here, there’s not 
anything.”

The event spurred hopes that the 
Irvine campus would receive more 
attention from the CSUF Student 
population, Charlnoes said.

“Not many people know it’s 
here,” said Justin Brown, 19, sec-
ond year criminal justice major. 
“When I first saw it I thought it 
was really small, but it’s a lot big-
ger once you look around.”

The atmosphere of the Irvine 
campus is relaxed, Charlnoes 
and Brown agreed.

“It’s way more laid-back,” 
Brown said. “I’m not swimming 
through 30 people just to get to 
the store.”

Irvine campus’ size is one 
thing ASI is trying to overcome, 
Lopez said. Students that go to 
the campus should be able to 
have similar experiences that 
Fullerton campus students re-
ceive, he added.

“We’re trying to enhance 
their college experience,” Lopez 
explained.

The ultimate goal of the 
meet-and-greet was to inform 
students that the opportunities 
are available to them and that 
they can get involved in the Ful-
lerton campus, too, Lopez said.

“The food is just a way to 
bring them in and to find out 
more,” Lopez said. 

Cal State Fullerton student walking away after viewing the graphic images displayed across the central quad Tuesday by the IranSA 
club. The event ran from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Photo by charles Purnell/daily titan staff Writer

Greg Washington, an ASI Governmental Officer, talks to a student about opportunities available through ASI. ASI visited 
the Irvine campus Tuesday to connect with students. 

Photo by allIson munson/daily titan staff Writer

The Slidebar provided all the en-
trees for IABC and Ad Club guests. 
VIPs – people who donated extra – 
were given reserved seating next to 
the patio outside the bar.

CSUF’s Audrey Huynh, 24-year-
old public relations major, hopes 
the fundraiser ultimately achieves 
its goal. “‘ROCK OFF’ is support-
ing two of Cal State Fullerton’s pre-
mier student organizations as well as 
the global relief efforts for The Red 
Cross to benefit Haiti. The goal of 
both organizations are to sell out the 
event, of course! We want to raise as 

much money as possible and have a 
good time doing it,” Huynh said.

“There is so much work involved 
in Haiti’s recovery and it would 
mean a lot for our contributions to 
simply make a positive impact on 
the healing process,” she added.

Students from the communica-
tions department planned the entire 
event from scratch. McDesmond 
talked about how the organization 
decided on Slidebar as the host for 
the fundraiser.

“After a few board outings to 
downtown Fullerton, we had the 
opportunity to meet Sean Francis, 
owner of Slidebar, and the Conti-

nental. After hearing our plans to 
throw a joint fundraiser with Ad 
Club, he offered his bar/restaurant 
as a venue free of charge, as a way of 
giving back to CSUF,” she said.

The President of the Ad Club, Ju-
lius Bulson, was happy with the way 
the event turned out.

“I’m really excited to be working 
with IABC. It going to a good cause, 
we’re giving proceeds to Haiti and 
the Red Cross.” Bulson said.

When asked if he would do more 
fundraisers like this, Bulson replied, 
“Definitely. We’ll do more like this 
in the future. Our relationship is 
good with IABC.”

Local Fullerton rock ‘n’ roll cafe, The Slidebar, hosts the IABC and Ad Club fundaraiser, where 20 percent of the proceeds went to the 
Orange County Red Cross for Haiti.

Photo by lucIo vIlla/For the daily titan

“I never had any complaints and 
coming from CSUF Titans, who 
do an intense background check, I 
never thought he would do such a 
stupid thing,” Watson said. 

According to the Orange County 
District Attorney’s Office, parents of 
the minor quickly filed a charge after 
receiving an e-mail from a friend.

“There is no exception. A minor is 
still a minor,” said pre-nursing ma-
jor Sabrina Samaniego. Samaniego 
believes that there is a reason why 

From Page 1 laws are in place, so acts like these 
don’t happen.

“Not only is it wrong but it’s un-
ethical,” Samaniego said.

Criminal Justice Professor Jarret 
Lovell disagrees.

“Assuming that it was consensual, 
what is to be learned by locking this 
person up?” Lovell said.

Lovell agrees that a one year sen-
tence with three years probation is 
enough punishment. Is a seven year 
sentence more affective than a one 
year sentence? Lovell asked.

“Prison is to be used for violent 
crimes that require an individual 

to be removed from society,” Lovell 
said.

According to the Orange County 
District Attorney, Scofield will be 
sentenced on March 30, 2010. 

“He will most likely have to reg-
ister as a sex offender,” said Zach 
Salazar, criminal justice major. It is 
a serious offense, but not so serious 
according to the penal code, Salazar 
said.

“If he is not given the maximum 
sentence, he will still get what he de-
serves in prison because it’s no secret 
that the inmates hate sex offenders,” 
Salazar said.  



ent “an abstract film with a non-linear 
story,” according to Disney animation 
producer Don Hahn. 

Hahn was part of the panel of 
producers, directors and animators 
speaking at a screening of the film 
honoring its 10th anniversary at Hol-
lywood’s El Capitan Theatre Feb. 17.

Listening to the panel discuss the 
challenges of restoring a classic while 
living up to its well-established name, 
it was immediately clear that there 
is an unimaginable amount of ef-
fort that goes into the recreation of a 
high-caliber film such as Fantasia. 

Production of the film was nine 
years in the making. The opening 
sequence alone averaged eight to 10 
hours of production per frame. If you 
ask me, that’s a whole lot of dancing 
animals.

So why bother? Aside from the fact 
that it was Walt Disney’s original in-
tention to release a new version every 
year, producer Donald Ernst elabo-
rated: 

“We just felt we could make a 
bigger impact with more new films, 
more new 
areas, and 
more new 
music.” Of 
course, with 
new ideas 
come new 
obstacles. 

For a 
s e q u e n c e 
of George 
Gershwin’s 
“Rhapsody 
in Blue,” 
Ernst want-
ed to base 
the anima-
tion off of 
Albert “Al” 

Hirschfeld’s jazz-clad artwork. 
When he received less-than-enthu-

siastic feedback from the artist, Ernst 
had to wine, dine and practically beg 

Hirschfeld 
into finally 
g r an t ing 
p e r m i s -
sion.

Fan ta -
sia 2000 
b r e a t h e s 
a feeling 
of life and 
evolution 
into each 
new piece. 

In Dis-
ney’s first 
attempt at 
CG, the 
“Pines of 
R o m e ” 
sequence 
(by Italian 
composer 

Ottorino Respighi) shows off an in-
novative technological leap in the 

form of flying whales (who would’ve 
guessed that flying whales would take 
us into the future?).

Another sequence titled “The Car-
nival of the Animals, Finale,” based 
on French composer Charles-Camille 
Saint-Saëns’ work, features a hysteri-
cal group of flamingos that stumble 
upon a yo-yo. 

The real hysteria lies in its amaz-
ing display of handmade watercolor 
paintings for every single frame in the 
sequence.

Probably the most inspiring work 
of the entire film is the final sequence 
based off of Russian composer Igor 
Stravinsky’s “Firebird Suite.” 

Illustrated by French artists (and 
twin brothers) Paul and Gaetan 
Brizzi, the sequence presents a sym-
bolic narrative of life, death and na-
ture’s restoration after a devastating 
trauma. 

Sadly, the demise of the earth seems 
almost more relevant today than it 
was ten years ago when the sequence 

was made. While intending to send 
a message about the importance of 
harmony between man and nature, 
the Brizzi brothers had to make sure 
it was visually appealing enough to 
catch the eyes of the audience.

The biggest challenge was “to make 
sure the image and music would mar-
ry perfectly,” according to Paul. And 
marry it did. 

Ten years later, the sequence is still 
more breathtaking than most ani-
mated pieces. 

When asked if he would change 
anything about his “Firebird” if given 
the opportunity to modernize it to-
day, the answer was a strong “No.” 
“With the CG animation everything 
seems to blend...everybody seems to 
forget that there is a soul...(it) tends 
to put everything in the same box,” 
Paul explained.

In celebration of the 10-year an-
niversary of Fantasia 2000, the resto-
ration will be available on Blu-ray in 
May of this year.

In 1940, animation legend Walt 
Disney presented a melding of art, 
sound and magic in the form of Fan-
tasia. 

Nearly 70 years later, the enchant-
ing novelty lives on through Fantasia 
2000, a reconstruction of the original 
film, including new sequences as well 
as restored classics.

For those of you unfamiliar with 
the Fantasia phenomenon, it’s an 
epic collaboration of orchestra and 
artwork by various artists, presented 
sans-dialogue, organized into several 
song/illustration sequences. 

The goal of the production re-
mains, as it has always been, to pres-
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Discussing the magic behind the mouse

By Kristen Hulsey
Daily Titan Design Editor

detour@dailytitan.com

A shot from the movie Fantasia 2000, screened Feb. 17 at the El Capitan Theatre in Hollywood. Destino, a rare short film done as a collaboration between Walt Disney and Salvador Dali, was also shown at this event. Producers were also on hand to discuss the films. 
image courtesy of disney

A classic Disney film 
delights and intrigues 
audiences in Hollywood

Disney producer Don Hahn at the screening event Feb. 17.
pHoto By Kristen Hulsey/daily titan design editor

Feb. 17, artists and patrons gath-
ered at Cherch Lounge, a restaurant 
and bar, in downtown Fullerton to 
celebrate a night packed full of vi-
sion and creativity. 

The exhibition was hosted by 
RAW: Natural Born Artist, a group 
that holds monthly art showcases 
in downtown 
Fullerton as 
a way for the 
creative com-
munity to 
come together 
and express 
t h e m s e l v e s 
through vari-
ous forms of 
e n t e r t a i n -
ment. 

Lindsey Bi-
undo, event 
producer for 
RAW and a 
Cal State Ful-
lerton alumna, 
brought the 
event to life by gathering a diverse 
group of RAW artists to show off 
their many talents for the commu-
nity.

“This RAW event was a great way 
to get all different types of artists 
together so that they can express 
themselves creatively,” Biundo said. 
“These types of showcases are a 
great alternative to the downtown 
bar scene, where there is something 
for everyone.” 

Biundo's event brought together 
painters, directors, comedians, mu-
sicians as well as hair and fashion 
designers to entertain the crowd, 
which only got larger throughout 

Above: An employee of Disneyland talking with artist Raymond Deluna about his painting “Trist” at the “Flavors of Love” art mixer 
in downtown Fullerton’s Cherch Lounge Feb. 18. Deluna said his girlfriend inspired the painting. 

pHotos By cHarles purnell/daily titan staff Writer

By gina Baxter
Daily Titan Staff Writer

detour@dailytitan.com

Keeping it ‘RAW’ at Cherch Lounge
the night.

Plush red couches lined the walls, 
with space cleared for a mini-gal-
lery for the artists' work and a stage 
in the center of the room. This un-
assuming restaurant, though not 
designed to hold large works of art, 
turned out to provide an intimate 
atmosphere for event-goers.

"At first, we thought the space 
might be too small (to showcase the 
art), but everything came together 

in the end," 
said Harith 
Quaye, the 
husband of 
artist Ka-
leeka Bond, 
a Southern 
Ca l i f o rn i an 
native who 
now lives in 
Stanton. 

B o n d ' s 
works were 
a highlight 
of the night, 
with her black 
and white 
portraits mak-
ing a stunning 

contrast with the other colorful art-
work in the gallery. 

Bond, who has been interested 
in art since high school, went on 
to study art in college, eventually 
making her way into a teaching ca-
reer as well as selling some of her 
paintings.

“I usually work on a larger scale, 
so it was interesting finding the 
pieces to showcase tonight that 
would fit in this space,” Bond said. 
“You have to choose pieces that are 
portable and will work in a smaller 
setting and we managed to do just 
that.”   One of the most intrigu-
ing pieces in Bond's collection was 

“

“These types of show-
cases are a great alterna-
tive to the downtown 
bar scene, where there is 
something for everyone.

– Lindsey Biundo

               Event producer for RAW 

a portrait she drew of her mother, 
who came out to the event to sup-
port her daughter's work.

“It's nice to have her (Bond's 
mother) here because then people 
can see that art isn't always just on 
the page,” Bond said. “People can 
see the actual inspiration for the 
piece in real life.”

 Other RAW artists had family 
and friends attend the event, which 
ran for more than two hours.

A short animated video, directed 
by RAW artist Luke Randall, got 
the night started in a playful way. 

His film, Reach, was  projected 
onto the screen above the stage for 
all to see.  

Then came Justin Rivera, a magi-
cian/comedian who got the crowd 
laughing with his humor and 
sleight of hand. 

One of the biggest performances 
of the night came from musician 
Octavius Womack, a young man 
originally from Tennessee who 
wowed the crowd with his singing. 

Womack entertained event-goers 
with his huge voice and crowd-
friendly tracks, covering songs 
from artists like Sublime and Mar-
vin Gaye as well as several original 
pieces.  

Each artist had a short portion 
of the night to show off his or her 
skills, with the still art on display 
in a separate enclosed area so that 
people could view the pieces at their 
own leisure. The event came to an 
end with a rousing hair and fashion 
show that proceeded smoothly for 
artists and the public.

As event producer Biundo 
looked on, her dream of providing 
a space for RAW artists to interact 
and share their creativity with the 
community of Fullerton came to 
life.

Below: Kaleeka Bond’s 30-inch-by-40-inch charcoal on pressing board drawing titled 
“The seeker.”  “My work is focused on what I observed in media and how the media are 
affecting the younger generation,” said Bond, 25.
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With all the literary elitism out 
there, it’s easy to assume that all things 
worth knowing are written down in gi-
gantic leather-bound anthologies and 
epics, placed high above reach on the 
floors of the library you never go to. 

Things were easier when we were 
young. Every book elicited new and 
exciting information that we stored 
in our spongy little brains. The words 
were small and the diction was under-
developed, but the pictures were vivid 
and the messages were clear. As we got 
older, we completely disregarded the 
stories that kept us so entertained as 
children. 

We moved up to more challenging 
and worthwhile texts, or we aban-
doned reading entirely. Instead of 
recommending and reviewing a book 
with a lot of words and very little to 

Childhood standard gets turned on its head
say, I’m going to do the opposite. I’m 
recommending that you dust off your 
fourth-grade bookshelf and pull out 
Norton Juster’s The Phantom Tollbooth.

Juster’s 255-page (with pictures) 
children’s novel focuses on the adven-
tures of a boorish young boy named 
Milo as he navigates a world highlight-
ed by literal interpretations of math 
and language. 

Through a set of inexplicable cir-
cumstances, Milo pairs with Tock, 
a “watchdog,” to rescue princesses 
“Rhyme” and “Reason” and bring 
peace to the ever-disputing kingdoms 
of Dictionopolis and Digitopolis. 

The story is both familiar and ab-
surd, with every page filled to the brim 
with heavy ethical and hard-to-answer 
questions. As children, we read this 
story with very little intellectual in-
volvement. 

As adults, the story is worth a sec-
ond look for its coy questioning of the 
status quo and simple interpretation of 
the human condition.

The Phantom Tollbooth can be eas-

Admittedly, I’ll occasionally take a 
sip of that electric Mark Millar Kool-
Aid. Millar’s hailed as a god among 
other comic writers, being one the 
highest-selling in the last decade. 
Not to mention having Angelina 
Jolie naked in a movie loosely-based 
on his work. 

But all I’m learning is this hyped-
up comic writer’s fanbase really loves 
its Watchmen rehashes. Marvel’s Civ-
il War re-instituted the ’77 Keene 
Act of Alan Moore’s own superhero 
vision, demanding that heroes un-
mask, register and work under the 
government or hang up their capes. 
Wanted began with the aged, mus-
tachioed Comedi–er ... Killer mur-
dered, putting forth a whodunnit 
until the end’s dramatic twist.

So the hot little number right 
now is Kick-Ass. It started two years 
ago, and not even three months into 
its run, a movie script was written 
and a major motion picture was cast 
(starring Nicolas Cage in a support-
ing role), filmed and ready to start 
screening this April. Issue 8 just hit 
the shelves a couple weeks ago.

It tells the story of Dave Lizews-
ki. He has no powers. His parents 
weren’t shot in front of him in Crime 
Alley. He wasn’t splashed with toxic 
waste, bitten by a radioactive spider 
or blasted here in a rocket from a dy-
ing planet. 

He’s just a ‘Joe Nobody’ who 
bought a scuba suit and practiced his 
iconic poses on rooftops. When he 
thinks he’s got the superhero thing 
down, he takes on some taggers, 
who beat and stab him, at which he 
stumbles into traffic, getting hit by a 
Mercedes.

As a hero he’s a failure with 
two broken legs, but even after six 
months of recuperation he’s back on 
the streets, trying to save people and 
the occasional kitten. When a video 
surfaces on YouTube of Dave, blood-
ied and beaten, keeping some men 
from killing another, he takes the 
video’s name as his superhero iden-
tity, Kick-Ass. 

Kick-Ass’ story is probably the 
least like Watchmen, despite being 
about masked vigilantes, though 
Dave’s story in a few ways parallels 
that of Hollis Mason, the original 
Nite Owl. Both were inspired from 
reading comic books to start pump-

The Phantom Tollbooth
by Danielle Flint 

Daily Titan Copy Editor
detour@dailytitan.com

ily brushed aside 
as a silly children’s 
book by those with 
prides heavier than 
their philosophy 
textbooks, but is 
worth your time if 
you have a burning 
desire to re-live your 
childhood in a new, 
more knowledge-
able, light. Juster’s vi-
sion is still as relevant 
as it was when he 
first wrote it in 1961 
and is a perfect fit 
for “simple wisdom” 
junkies who don’t 
have enough time 
(or energy) to read 
War and Peace.

I promise not to 
be offended if you 
want to cover your 
quick read with the 
book jacket from At-
las Shrugged.

Kick-Ass
by Christine amarantus 
Daily Titan Staff Writer

detour@dailytitan.com

Cracked.com
by brian Zbysenski 

Daily Titan Staff Writer
detour@dailytitan.com

If you’re like most people, you 
don’t like to read or watch anything 
that resembles a lecture. 

However, if you like to laugh and 
be amused, I have found the holy 
grail of entertainment. 

Cracked.com is a humor and vid-
eo Web site where you can become 
an author, as you can submit your 
own comedic work for potential 
publication. 

This Web site can turn any long 
or lackluster day into a laugh fest, so 
don't be surprised if people give you 
strange looks while you're cracking 
up in public.

Cracked.com contains hilarious 
and witty articles almost anyone can 
relate to. The Web site is updated 
daily with mulitple submissions 
from staff and freelance writers, so 
the site is always changing.

Some examples include “6 Ador-
able Cat Behaviors With Shockingly 
Evil Explanations” and “6 Shock-
ingly Evil Things Babies Are Capable 
Of.” Others are more serious, such 
as, “The 5 Most Widely Believed 

ing iron and become “costume ad-
venturers,” as Mason put it, while 
not having superhuman abilities. 
Only thing is Mason was also a cop, 
and an adult. Kick-Ass is a teenage 
loser, pretending to be gay to spend 
time with a girl in his class.  

The eight issues that are out, 
which comprise the new hardcover 
book released last week, lay ground-
work for a larger story. 

However, they hardly seem like 
enough material for a full-length 
feature film. 

Four issues in and the bigger 
picture hasn’t even developed yet. 
Suddenly, there are other masked 
vigilantes calling themselves Hit 
Girl and Big Daddy, who graphically 
come to Kick-Ass’ rescue. 

The father-daughter duo indulge 
in buying guns together and training 
for your a-typical story of revenge 
against the mafia ala Punisher-style 
(more Ray Stevenson, than Thomas 
Jane when it comes to the film ver-
sion of Frank Castle). 

By the end, I was more interested 
in seeing the 10-year-old, curses-
like-a-sailor Hit Girl slice people up 
than even go back to wondering why 
Kick-Ass’ testicles are hooked up to 
a car battery.

The book prides itself on con-
stantly making current pop culture 
references. Dave keeps a MySpace 
page so concerned citizens might 
reach him. He compares his decreas-
ing popularity as a crime-fighter to 
NBC show Heroes, saying one min-
ute he’s season one, the next he’s 
“season-fucking-two.” 

Kick-Ass isn’t bad, but so far it’s 
not great. At roughly four issues a 
year, and not much development in 
between, it’s sort of hard to see why 
fans are battling the speculation buy-
ers for issue 1 on eBay.

WWII Facts (That Are Bullshit)” 
and “6 Assassination Attempts that 
Almost F#@ked the World.”

The subjects range from TV, mov-
ies, music, celebrities, technology, 
sex, sports, news, science and his-
tory.

The best part is that each article 
is backed up with actual sources, 
making the site as educational as it 
is entertaining.

Most of the articles are in the 
form of lists, making them easier 
and more straightforward to read. 

Each article starts with a one para-
graph introduction to the topic, fol-

lowed by the actual list. 
The articles are usually two pages 

in length, so you’ll finish it within 
10 minutes. This is great for the ma-
jority of the people who quickly get 
bored with a topic or are short on 
time.

The site also contains columns 
from the Cracked.com staff, videos 
and a picture captioning contest. 

Also known as Craptions, the staff 
posts a random picture on the site, 
then readers submit their own clever 
captions.

The site also contains a forum 
where people can interact and dis-

cuss anything. 
Two of the most popular video 

shows, hosted by Gladstone and Mi-
chael Swaim respectively, produce 
video lists compiled with the help of 
readers, bringing visitors to the site 
closer to the things that bring them 
joy.

The users are very friendly and 
don’t flame anyone for their igno-
rance. It’s a place where people who 
want to be entertained can be. 

Whether you have 10 minutes to 
burn or a few hours, I guarantee this 
Web site will eat up your unwanted 
downtime.

The Darkness that 
Comes Before

by katie rossomano 
Daily Titan Staff Writer

detour@dailytitan.com

A world that survived an apoca-
lypse 2,000 years ago is now threat-
ened by a massive holy war. 

The Faithful have been sum-
moned by their "Shriah," one of 
their leaders, to battle the heathen 
sorcerers who occupy the holy city of 
Shimeh. However, many influential 
factions and individuals who have 
rallied in the name of righteousness 
are using the war as an instrument 
for personal gain.

The Darkness That Comes Before is 
the first novel of R. Scott Bakker's 
The Prince of Nothing trilogy. 

It is an exceptionally dark epic 
that is refreshingly void of the clichés 
that often pollute fantasy novels. 

Bakker uses intelligent language 
(clearly influenced by his study of 
philosophy) to create a complex plot 
and overall challenging read. He in-
troduces supernatural elements in 

such a terrifying manner that the 
reader is forced to regard them seri-
ously. 

The idea of magic, or sorcery, de-
serves unique, morbid respect. Some 
of the more disturbing scenes could 
almost push this fantasy into the 
horror genre, but there are too few 
of them.

Unfortunately, the complexity 
presented in the plot does not ex-
tend to character development. 

The book is divided into sections 
labeled "The Sorcerer," "The Em-
peror," "The Harlot," "The War-
rior" and "The Holy War." The story 
is told from these diverse points of 
view but the individuals are too eas-
ily categorized to seem realistic. 

The female characters are espe-
cially lacking and difficult to sympa-
thize with. 

There are only three that have 
debatable influential roles and their 
importance is strictly based on their 
relation to significant males; one is a 
warrior's slave, another is a sorcerer's 
whore and the third is the emperor's 
mother. 

While that description is mini-
mal, it is still sadly accurate.

However, despite these criticisms, 
The Darkness That Comes Before is 
enthralling. Bakker does not attempt 
to become an improved version of 
Tolkien or Martin. 

The universe he has created is epic, 
intricate and distinctly his own. The 
characters have been introduced and 
the holy war has begun its march 
toward Shimeh. The battle will offi-
cially begin in book two, The Warrior 
Prophet.

TheChive.com
by alison munson

Daily Titan Staff Writer
detour@dailytitan.com

Have you ever been in class but 
weren’t really there? Your mind is 
floating around, wishing for some-
thing entertaining to focus on. Be-
lieve it or not, there is a Web site 
dedicated to daydreamers.

TheChive.com is a simple idea, 
really. Focused solely on posting 
photographs and videos from out-
side sources, TheChive.com is one 
of the largest photo blogs online.

The site is manageable and easily 
navigated for the sleepy-eyed student 
and even provides external links to 
other humorous Web sites that share 
TheChive.com’s perspective, such 
as CollegeHumor.com and Babel-
gum.com. It’s fun and simple. Who 
would have thought it possible?

Every day, the makers of Th-
eChive.com rummage through a 
hundred or so photographs and 
videos, either haphazardly through 
their own Web surfing or through 
submissions made by loyal view-
ers. From those deemed worthy, 
TheChive.com categorizes them, 
eventually publishing the pictures 
or videos under headings like “Daily 
Afternoon Randomness” or “Oh sh!t 
moments!”

The highlight of the site is its 
range of categories. Viewers can 
look at a blog dedicated to the beau-
tiful women of Facebook and then 
jump to something a bit more inspi-
rational. For example, a blog titled 
“The most awesome kid you will see 
today” focuses on an 11-year-old 
boy who had both of his arms and 
legs amputated during his infancy 
and how he has still manages to 
live a normal life. All of this is told 
through the power of photography 
and video.

TheChive.com is dependent on 
and dedicated to its viewers. They 
have consistent submission requests 
in which they ask fans to send in 
their own photos for the amuse-
ment of others and many people 
answer that request. There is a sense 
of community in the random col-
lections that create TheChive.com. 
A few photos even directly address 

“The Chive” on their submissions 
through funny captions edited on to 
their entry.

Photo editing is a popular pas-
time for TheChive.com. In 2008, 
one of the creator’s own submissions 
caused a national stir when a photo-
blog depicting a young girl acciden-
tally sending a text message to her 
dad about losing her virginity was 
picked up by major news corpora-
tions including the Today Show and 
The Huffington Post. ABC’s The 
View even aired an entire segment 
dedicated to the event.

In fact, it was a hoax. TheChive.
com’s creators had modified a few 
photographs and laughed as the 
news corporations were proven to 
be incompetent fact checkers. Th-
eChive.com is smart and funny and, 
as was proven in 2008, a susceptible 
weakness for students and profes-
sionals alike. 
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Bipartisan Stupidity
By TaNya GhahremaNi 
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Now the Democratic party mailing list will be a little bit shorter.

The Real World: Washington D.C.... oh wait, that’s just CSPAN.

The future is here and digital distribution is king.
CDs are becoming obsolete now that music can 

be downloaded instantly, for cheap, and uploaded to 
any MP3 player.

The DVD and cinema industry is scared because 
Netflix’s instant watch program, along with Red Box 
DVD vending machines, is making movies available 
to the public for a dollar or less.

The blockbuster video game industry is having 
trouble keeping up with high production and publica-
tion costs, whereas smaller 
developers are banking 
on small, easy to make 
and produce download-
able casual games. Not to 
mention the ever-increas-
ing amount of computer 
games made available for 
instant download from 
digital distributors such as 
Steam and Direct 2 Drive.

Even the newspaper 
and magazine industries 
are being crippled by the 
offering content for free 
on the Web, because there 
is currently no other fea-
sible option.

For a while, the novel 
and textbook industries 
thought they were safe. 
They relied on a majority 
of the public not wanting 
to read lengthy books on 
computer screens or back-
lit devices. They assumed 
people wouldn’t want to 
give up the look, the feel 
and even the smell of the 
printed book. Well, too 
bad textbook publishers. Soon you won’t be able to 
get away with charging $50 to $200 for a book one 
student will use for three months. However, despite 
what publishers may think, this is a good thing for 
both them and the college student.

Walking into the Titan Bookstore or Little Profes-
sor is never a really joyful experience. You are about to 
make at least a $200 purchase, sometimes even $400, 
and walk out with a few books you will most likely 
read only what you are required to, and then sell back 
for far less than you spent. The textbook industry has 
been running this scam for years. The bigger the book, 
the glossier the pages and the more filler content per 
page, the more cash they can get from the student.

This can all change with the eBook. Several eRead-
ers such as the Sony Reader, the Amazon Kindle and 
Barnes and Nobles’ nook device all tout some form of 
wireless internet connectivity. Each with the ability 
to access eBook stores with thousands of book op-
tions. Not to mention that most major newspapers 
can be read on eBooks and will be uploaded early in 
the morning while you sleep.

If these stores introduced an eBook rental program 
where students could pay a much lower price for three 

to four months of access to their required textbooks, 
students could save hundreds of dollars a semester.

Sure the price is still pretty high on eReaders, with 
some of the top models with internet connectivity 
costing up to $250, not to mention the price of rent-
ing books throughout a college career. However, that 
is nothing compared to the amount of money it costs 
to buy every book either required or suggested for 
classes.

Digital book readers could seriously reduce the 
environmental impact of 
publishing and the throw-
ing away of thousands of 
textbooks. What happens 
to older textbooks when 
the next edition comes out 
and all teachers require the 
new one? Sure, some get 
recycled or some teachers 
still allow them in class, 
but most of the books get 
thrown away or tossed in 
garages to rot.

Oh yeah, and most 
eReaders weigh less than 
a pound and are smaller 
than a piece of notebook 
paper.

Some people may 
wonder how this will be 
good for the publishing 
industry. To put it sim-
ply, a dramatic decrease 
in publishing costs. With 
less print versions of text-
books required, the less 
cash a company will need 
to publish, print and ship. 
Direct downloading of 
text files is practically in-

stant. This also means students won’t have to wait for 
their textbooks to arrive in the mail. All students have 
to do is go home after receiving the class syllabus and 
download the textbook to their eReader, ready for the 
next class session.

Online access to eReaders also means that, soon, 
factual errors and typos can be fixed in the same way 
that a video game developer can release a patch to fix 
any in-game glitches. This way, textbook publishers 
and writers can ward off criticism in the matter of 
a day.

The eReader technology is advancing as fast as the 
public is accepting it. Models being produced by Fu-
jitsu have color screens that are just as easy on the 
eyes as a regular eReader, which for students means 
highlighting text can be done digitally. Bigger hard 
drives and smoother internet connectivity will mean 
a more seamless experience.

Sure, the costs of textbooks won’t drop dramati-
cally, but for math books and science books that can 
sometimes cost over $200, comparably, $50 is pretty 
cheap, making the total cost of being a college stu-
dent sound a little less stressful. Let’s just hope it all 
catches on.

Titan editorial
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Lighten the load with eBooks

While all of you guys were prob-
ably sitting at home watching the 
Olympics, most of the Democratic 
party was having an absolutely hor-
rible week (Pretty much everyone 
but Vice-President Joe Biden, who 
was watching the Olympics too, and 
probably having a jolly good time).

First, former President Bill Clin-
ton was hospitalized for chest pains 
– refrain from cuing the infidelity-
related jokes, please – then Demo-
cratic Indiana Sen. Evan Bayh an-
nounced that he was not going to 
run for a third term (citing he doesn’t 
“love Congress,”) and then Demo-
cratic New Jersey Senator got was 
diagnosed with stomach cancer. Did 
I mention this is all amidst one of 
the biggest challenges for the party: 
Attempting to sway about half their 
party and a myriad of Republicans 
that their health care bill is a good 
idea.

But really, this is horrible news. 
Southern California doesn’t hear a 
lot about this Bayh fellow – general-
ly, the only out-of-state senators we 
hear about are about their extramar-
ital exploits via TMZ – but this man 
was actually a very important player 
in the Democratic Party up until a 
few days ago. In fact, according to 
President Obama’s Chief Campaign 
Manager David Plouffe, the man 
was almost chosen as Obama’s run-
ning mate.

Last week, Bayh announced that 
he would not be seeking a third 
term, citing that he does not “love 
Congress” and begging the rest of 
the world to ask “and who does?”

Seriously, does anyone?
The announcement comes as a 

horrible time for the Democratic 
Party – falling support and the rocky 
plight of that health care bill haven’t 
been good to them, and the cracks 
are obviously beginning to show.

If one of their own can’t stick 
around long enough to back the 
health care bill, how are the Repub-
licans supposed to back it as well? A 
split Senate is not a happy Senate – 
OK, not that it’s ever happy – and 

suspending the issue in limbo any 
longer isn’t helping things.

So, not to get all preachy here, 
but this whole situation feels kind 
of contrived. So, you want to feel all 
high and mighty and noble, Bayh? 
How about actually sticking around 
to try and fix the system you’ve lost 
your passion for instead of giving up 
and bolting during tough times.

As far as careers go, Bayh had one 
of the more powerful ones. How 
does leaving it not strike him as 
counteractive? If things aren’t going 
a certain way while he’s there, it’s 
highly doubtful they’ll go that way 
when he’s not there at all.

Unless he has super mind control 
powers he’s hiding from us all, of 
course…but that’s not too likely.

So, apparently, Republicans have 
been invited to voice their opinion 
of the health care bill to President 
Obama, who will then give his re-
sponse. And of course, since life is 
a reality show (you know you were 
all thinking it too), it must be a trap 
set up to humiliate the Republicans 
on camera.

Because voicing one’s opinions on 
what is probably currently the most 
important topic of our time – voic-
ing it after ample time has been giv-
en to prepare! – to the President of 
the United States just seems sketchy 
to those crazy kids.

Seriously? If I didn’t know any 
better, I’d think they were opting 
for a publicity stunt here. Oh, those 
poor Republicans – the big bad wolf 
is out to get them and everyone 
should feel sorry for them and there’s 
no way FOX News is unfair and not 
balanced.

Oh, please.
It’s OK to disagree, it’s OK to 

have opinions – but it’s not OK to 
shy away from the clear opportunity 
to speak about them if you’re hold-
ing a position in politics that actu-
ally allows you to possibly make a 
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FOR THE RECORD

My name is Serena Whitecotton 
and I’m a Resident Adviser (RA). I’m 
writing in defense of all the RAs out 
there – present, past and future – so 
we can regain our dignity.

Since the creation of dormitories, 
there have been RAs. I can’t tell you 
when the first RA was selected, but 
I have to believe it was a rough be-
ginning. Before the invention of the 
RA, people were living freely in on-
campus housing before that guy – 
let’s call him “Joe” – was hired and 
governed by one or two adults. 

These people were perfectly ca-
pable of planning activities for stu-
dents, but didn’t have much time to 
make sure the residents were follow-
ing all the rules. So they hired “Joe” 
to do the dirty work, like planning 
activities, and midnight patrol-
ling and performing check-ins and 
check-outs. Most activities were fine, 
even enjoyable, but the one activity 
that made the future of RA-ing de-
spicable was breaking up parties.

And that’s the reason I’m here to 
defend my fellow RAs. I want to let 
my fellow Titans know that we’re 
not bad people, we’re just doing our 
jobs.

First of all, we don’t just break up 
parties. Hell, I haven’t met one RA 
that likes going into a suite to see 
people doing who knows what. It’s 
part of our job, like it’s part of a Star-
bucks employee’s job to take out the 
trash. Nobody likes doing it, but you 
have to so nobody complains about 
the smell in the store.

If I look at this from a resident’s 
perspective, I could see why they 
would hate us. We’re breaking up a 
perfectly good party, duh! The prob-
lem with this view is that most par-
ties we break up consist of underage 
people consuming alcohol. Yes, this 
is college, and yes, everyone drinks. 
Whatever, I get it. 

But if a person is under 21, it is 
illegal for them to purchase, con-
sume or possess alcohol. So they 
have to pour their precious alcohol 
down the drain, ask their friends to 
leave and meet with my supervisor 
because they broke the rules and the 

law. They signed a housing contract 
when they moved into the dorms, 
and they knew what they were get-
ting into once they brought the bot-
tles into the suite.

The real part of the RAs job is 
somehow forgotten amidst the alco-
hol pouring. We plan six programs 
that are made to fit the interests of 
students – residents and non-resi-
dents alike – and we always have free 
food at such programs. 

We are in charge of 35-48 people, 
which each of us know at least by 
name and face. We are extremely 
knowledgeable about the Cal State 
Fullerton campus and could refer a 
person to any sort of facility depend-
ing on what they need. We don’t of-
ficially work 40 hours a week, but I 
can personally say I spend most of 
my free time on this job.

What I’m trying to say is that we 
are not “narcs,” “party poopers” or 
“wanna-be cops.” 

We are students, we are friends 
and we are here for whoever needs us. 
I looked up famous RA’s online, and 
was shocked to see whom I found. 
Adam Sandler, Wesley Snipes, Chy-
na (the WWE wrestler) and Donald 
Glover were all RAs, as well as Hil-
lary Clinton, Robert Gates and Ka-
tie Couric, just to name a few.

I know the majority of students 
commute and don’t live in our halls, 
so as an official plea to every com-
muter – stop partying in the dorms! I 
know it doesn’t affect you personally, 
but would you want your friends to 
lose their home because you brought 
alcohol over?

I know that some people will still 
see me as the bitch who made them 
lose their sacred booze, but I hope 
that they at least understand why I 
do it. 

I don’t hate you, I don’t hate the 
world and I definitely don’t want to 
be a police officer. I just want to do 
my job.

By SereNa WhiTecoTToN 
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Helpful advice from a Fullerton RA

PhoTo courTeSy mcT

Sen. Evan Bayh addressed the Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles, CA.
PhoTo courTeSy mcT

House Minority Leader John Boehner (R-OH) speaks to reporters on Capitol Hill.
PhoTo courTeSy mcT

President Obama meets with Vice President Joe Biden, Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-NV), House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Rep. John Boehner (R-OH).

PhoTo courTeSy mcT

difference. Furthermore, zipping lips 
and claiming it’s a trap isn’t going to 
help the country in any way, shape, 
or form. So how is it even logical to 
cry foul in this situation when you’re 
trying to play the victim?

Short answer, it’s not. It is, in-
stead, merely complaining and spec-
ulating for the sake of complaining 
and speculating. Shouldn’t they be 
the most concerned with what’s best 
for the country?
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Aries (March 21-April 19) -- Today is a 5 -- If you 
wake up sad or gloomy, take time to exercise, fix a good 
breakfast and reach out mentally to explore options.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) -- Today is a 6 -- Clear 
space early because you’ll need it for cooking, writ-
ing or simply showing your love to someone special.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) -- Today is a 7 -- You 
sense the flow of power at home or at work, and 
you’ll benefit if you can go with it. Later, 
you see the wisdom of decisions made today.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) -- Today is an 8 -- Each 
challenge shows you a way to reinforce a core com-
mitment. Or not. You could be getting ready to 
drop an old attitude in favor of something better.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Today is an 8 -- Blast out of the 
doldrums! Argue if you have to, but keep one foot firmly 
on the ground. Wriggle into a more comfortable position.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Today is a 7 -- To 
get the day rolling, accept a challenge. Work dili-
gently, and by day’s end you’ll feel great because 
you’ve done your very best. Take in a movie.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) -- Today is an 8 -- Each 
contact made provides valuable information about 
how team members feel. A long-distance contact con-
firms your basic premise. Firm up details together.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) -- Today is a 6 -- Today will go 
better if you begin with practical assumptions and expand 
using everyone’s imaginative input. It’s brainstorm day.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) -- Today is an 
8 -- Add sugar liberally to your words. Create an 
ambiance that reminds you of an iron fist in 
a velvet glove. Be strong and compassionate.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Today is a 6 
-- Whatever’s going on in your head, it may not 
translate into something co-workers can appreciate. 
Rework a few details and try your presentation again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) -- Today is an 8 -- Nurture oth-
ers by providing healthy food and lots of love. To be effec-
tive with a supervisor, own your ideas. Benefits follow.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) -- Today is 8 - Dividing 
labor gets more done. You may need time alone 
in your office. Someone solves a storage problem.
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Sophomore baseball player Nick 
Ramirez is a jack of all trades.

 Not only does he play first base, 
Ramirez is also a relief pitcher for the 
Titans - he does it all.

The 20-year-old showed great 
promise last season when he joined 
the celebrated Titan baseball team. 

Not only did Ramirez maintain a 
.287 batting average, he hit 10 home 
runs and drove in 30 RBIs. 

His hard work did not go unno-
ticed. 

Ramirez earned Freshman All-
American honors from Collegiate 
Baseball and Baseball America.

It doesn’t stop there. 
The Anaheim, Calif. native posted 

a 3-1 record with a 2.61 ERA and 
seven saves in 23 relief appearances 
on the mound last season, earning 
him a spot on the National Colle-
giate Baseball Writers Association’s 
preseason Stopper of the Year watch 
list.

“He (Nick) has tremendous con-
fidence, which is hard to teach, and 
he has a great upbeat attitude on the 
field,” said Titan Head Coach Dave 
Serrano. 

In spite of the accolades, Ramirez 
tries not to get too caught up in his 
recent publicity. 

“It’s time to worry about the sea-
son ahead,” Ramirez said. 

“I need to continue to work hard. 
When you think you’re working 
hard, there’s always someone work-
ing harder than you. You got to keep 
in mind that there’s always someone 
better than you out there.”

Ramirez recalls baseball being a 
significant part of his childhood.

By Melissa Maldonado
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

Sophomore relief pitcher Nick Ramirez tries to strike out his opponent. Ramirez recorded a 2.61 ERA and seven saves last season.
photo courtesy MattBrownphoto.coM

Baseball’s dual threat

By Juan saucedo
For the Daily Titan 

sports@dailytitan.com

Second-year utility player 
excels on the mound and 
in the batter’s box

“When I was a little kid, that 
was the only thing I wanted to do,” 
Ramirez said. 

“Since I was a year and half, I had a 
ball and a bat in my hand. Ever since 
then there was no looking back.”

Ramirez’s father, Randy, has been 
a huge inspiration to his game. 

He pitched two seasons for Long 
Beach State and played Double-A 
ball for the Seattle Mariners in the 
mid 80s. 

“He was always there to tell me 
what to do,” Ramirez said.

“It was always ‘Dad what can I do 
to get better at this?’ He was always 
there to teach me.”

Ramirez is also inspired by fellow 
teammate and captain, junior short-
stop Christian Colon. 

“He has tre-
mendous talent,” 
Ramirez said. 
“I admire how 
he handles the 
game. He just has 
this constant de-
sire and passion 
for baseball.”

Colon shares 
the same respect 
and admiration 
for his younger 
teammate.  

“I admire him as well,” Colon 
said.

“He’s one of the guys I look up to 
even though he’s younger than me. 
He has talent and he has personality. 
He has the ability to do big things in 
baseball,” Colon added.

“Once you meet him, you under-
stand that he knows what hard work 
is. He’s just a tremendous person 
overall.” 

Ramirez’s coaches have also no-
ticed his great work ethic. 

“He reminds me a lot with his ac-
tions around first base and as a hitter 
to a guy I coached at the University 
of Tennessee named Todd Helton 
(current first baseman of the Colora-

do Rockies), but Nick has more raw 
power than Todd had at this stage of 
his career,” Serrano said. 

“Todd was a pitcher for us too 
and was very similar to Nick on the 
mound.”

Coming off his freshman cam-
paign, Serrano expects big things 
from Ramirez this season. 

“Nick will be our starting first 
baseman and will hit in the middle 
of our order,” Serrano said. 

“We expect Nick to be a big run 
producer with power this year for 
us. He will be amongst many good 
players in our lineup this year and 
will help make it a tough lineup to 
go through. Nick will also be one of 
our premier guys out of our bullpen 
used late in the game for closing sit-

uations.”
Te a m m a t e 

Colon believes 
Ramirez’s talent 
will be nothing 
short of tremen-
dous this season. 

“He listens 
and gets better 
each and every 
day,” Colon said. 
“I’m excited to 
watch him play 

this year.”
Serrano believes that Ramirez and 

the rest of the team know it’s not just 
one individual who wins champion-
ships. 

“I don’t think any of our players 
have any problem with individual 
accolades,” Serrano said. “They all 
realize that it’s not about one in-
dividual. Any success we have will 
come from all of us together.” 

Along with his teammates and 
coaches, Ramirez has nothing but 
high expectations for the team’s             
success this season. 

“Our offense is unbelievable,” 
Ramirez said. 

“It’s really going to be ugly for the 
other teams.”

Sports dynasties are a rarity; 
coaching dynasties even more so. 

But that’s the legacy George Hor-
ton, the University of Oregon base-
ball head coach, has left at Cal State 
Fullerton for a span of more than 
two decades.

Horton, who left the Titans after 
the 2007 season to try to resurrect an 
Oregon program that was defunct 
since 1981, was the pupil of the leg-
endary Augie Garrido, who is now 
coaching the University of Texas.   

“When I left the Fullerton pro-
gram and I had to look at those play-
ers’ eyes and tell them I was leaving 
to take the opportunity at the Uni-
versity of Oregon, I promised them 
that the university would hire the 
right guy that would continue the 
tradition,” said Horton on the hir-
ing of the current Titan head coach, 
Dave Serrano.

 Horton, who led the Ducks to a 
14-42 record last season, found him-
self under the Goodwin Field lights 
again Feb. 19 as he stepped onto the 
diamond for the first time, wearing a 
visiting gray-colored uniform and a 
dark green jacket adorned with a big 
yellow letter ‘O.’ 

The sight must have been sur-

real for the more than 3,000 fans, 
including family members, former 
players and acquaintances, who 
filled the stands at the ballpark, torn 
between rooting for the old coach 
and the Titans.

That didn’t stop Horton from 
doing what he does best – leading 
his team to 
victory even 
against the 
e s t ab l i shed 
powerhouse 
he helped 
build.

So many 
m e m o r i e s 
must have 
gone through 
Horton’s head 
that night. He 
must have been reminded of all the 
players he helped develop, especially 
Serrano, the one player who followed 
him from Cerritos College to CSUF 
and eventually took his post.

Horton was a pitching coach and 
recruiting coordinator under Gar-
rido, an experience that was put to 
good use when he passed the torch 
to Serrano, who was his pitching 
coach and recruiting coordinator 
during the Titan’s run to the 2004 
national championship.

And that’s not where the connec-
tions end. Serrano also played under 

Horton at Cerritos and CSUF; Hor-
ton played for Garrido’s Titans.  

Horton said his relationship with 
Serrano started as one of a player 
and a coach. When Serrano became 
one of his assistants, it transformed 
into one of a father and a son. Now, 
the two are like brothers. 

“Not only were 
we co-workers, 
but our families 
were very close to 
each other,” Hor-
ton said, adding 
that he’s proud 
both of them 
have carried the 
winning tradition 
at Cerritos and 
CSUF. 

Ryan Ackland, 
a senior CSUF right-handed pitcher, 
said he remembers playing for Hor-
ton during his freshman year.

“He’s a very intelligent coach,who 
was always ahead of the game and 
the other team. That’s why I think 
he was one of the greatest coaches at 
Fullerton,” he said.

Ackland said Horton liked to 
share all of the knowledge that he 
gained under Garrido, and frequent-
ly did so.

“Coach Serrano and Coach Hor-
ton both preach discipline, doing 
things right, having fun and to be 

“

“He (Nick) has 
tremendous confi-
dence, which is hard 
to teach.

– Dave Serrano
            Titan head coach

Horton, Serrano are part of CSUF coaching legacy

one step ahead of the competi-
tion and being prepared to go into 
battle,” Ackland said, adding that 
there’s a lot of similarities between 
the coaches.

Corey Jones, a junior CSUF third 
baseman, said Horton was one of the 
greatest influences in his life and that 
he’ll never forget playing for him.

“(Horton) demands a lot of re-
spect and he deserves it,” he said, 
adding that Horton taught him a lot 
of skills on and off the diamond.

Jones said the only difference be-
tween the two coaches is that Ser-
rano and his staff are more energetic. 
They also get involve with the play-
ers more than in previous years.  

Although Horton was the opposi-
tion on that rainy Feb. 19, he was 
still recognized for all his years of 
commitment to Titan baseball.

“We took what Coach Garrido 
built and we made the facility better 
and we hosted regionals; which was 
something that Augie never had the 
privilege to do there,” he said. 

“

“(Horton) de-
mands a lot of 
respect and he de-
serves it. 

– Corey  Jones
            Junior third baseman

Titan Head Coach Dave Serrano presents Oregon Head Coach George Horton with a plaque before the season opener Feb. 19.
photo By caMille tarazon/daily titan staff writer


