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Dean’s investigation begins
 Dean of Students Lea Jarnigan looks into a controversial quote from the ASI vice president-elect

A formal investigation has been 
launched by the Dean of Students 
office after a complaint was filed 
with the Election Commission re-
garding a statement that Vice Pres-
ident-elect Jay Jefferson made to the 
Daily Titan in the Monday issue.

Lea Jarnigan, the Dean of Stu-
dents at CSUF, decided to look into 
this issue after she saw the quote in 
the paper and found that a written 

complaint had been filed with Elec-
tion Commissioner Dominick Pri-
eto. Jefferson’s quote implied fore-
knowledge of election results, which 
would be a breach in ASI Election 
bylaws. She said that an issue of this 
nature is unprecedented.

“I’ve been on campus for a little 
over 13 years now. I have not known 
of a situation of this nature. So yes, 
it is unprecedented,” said Jarnigan. 
“I’m making sure that we are follow-
ing all of our policies and guidelines 
in looking into this, but in terms of 
what will actually be the outcome, I 
don’t know.”

Jarnigan cites two major concerns 
with the implications of Jefferson’s 
quote.

“We either then have a breach of 
our information technology system 
given that voting happens online, 
which would be a very serious con-
cern of mine, or we have a violation 
where someone who had access to 
confidential information released it. 
That to me is a very serious concern 
and so I decided that it was some-
thing that I should investigate,” 
Jarnigan said.

She will be looking for a prepon-
derance of evidence proving that Jef-

ferson actually did receive election 
numbers after the first day of the 
Runoff Election.

“Preponderance is really having 
enough information that cannot 
be refuted that indicates that this is 
likely how this violation took place,” 
Jarnigan said. “If I have enough in-
formation from multiple sources 
that indicates that something took 
place, that to me would be an ex-
ample of a preponderance of the 
evidence.”

 See QUOTE, page 2

Vice President for Student Affairs Silas Abrego  meets with student and faculty 
representatives to go over a revised Declaration to Defend Public Education.   

WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

Protesters push  
into fourth day 

 Deliberations between students and faculty 
to revise the declaration last another night 

FRANCES LEE
Daily Titan

Eight student protesters met with 
acting Vice President for Student Af-
fairs Silas Abrego and Kandy Salas, 
associate vice president of social af-
fairs, to present a revised declaration 
that President 
Milton Gordon 
is ready to sign.

“We looked 
at every word, 
every sentence 
to show his soli-
darity with the 
students and 
values and es-
sence of your 
message to the 
public,” said 
Abrego. “This 
represents what 
Dr. Gordon 
would support. 
We would like 
to have you see 
it, and if it is 
a green light, 
we will ask Dr. 
Gordon to go 
up and release 
the statement.”

Salas ex-
plained to 
the room that 
the reason for 
the delay for presenting the revised 
version of the declaration was that 
“the president relies on staff as well 
to give our recommendations to 
him.”

“Our group has our group process 
and that is what has been taking so 
long,” said Salas. “Different groups 
of staff work on that and we had a 
short amount of time to talk with 
Dr. Gordon, and in a final review we 

made comments, suggestions,” Salas 
added.

Salas explained that the time it 
takes to write a document takes 
“hours and hours.”

“(President Gordon) is a busy 
man and has multiple meetings with 
chancellors and different community 
leaders,” Salas said. “I think an anal-
ogy is the process that you all use. 

You haven’t as-
signed it to one 
person, right?”

The original 
plan for the pro-
test was for Gor-
don to sit down 
with the group 
of protesters and 
revise the decla-
ration together. 
When the pro-
testers asked 
why Gordon 
was not present 
for the meeting, 
Abrego said, 
“He’s not going 
to do word-for-
word dialogue 
with you. He 
doesn’t have 
time for that.”

“I don’t see 
him having the 
time or being 
willing to sit 
down and go 

word-for-word with the students. It 
will take forever,” Abrego said. “If 
the students agree with this, then he 
will have a joint meeting to dissemi-
nate it and sign it.”

Abrego pressed the protesters to 
return the revised declaration before 
the end of the business day to sign it 
and pass it.
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Mountain riders continue to grow
 Titan snow club makes long strides to become more competitive 

SABRINA PARK
Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton’s snow team 
may be one of the smaller clubs on 
campus, but that hasn’t prevented 
the team from making efforts to es-
tablish itself as a recognized lineup 
of both skiers and snowboarders.

Since the club’s formation three 
years ago, the team has gathered a 
total of 12 members—nine snow-
boarders and three skiers. 

“We’re primarily a snowboard 
team, but throughout our league 
there’s the same amount of com-
petitions for skiers and snowboard-
ers—male and female. If we could 
get more skiers, that would be awe-

some,” said Aaron Honda, a busi-
ness management major and presi-
dent of the snow team.

The CSUF snow team competes 
in the Southern California Colle-
giate Snowsports Conference and, 
according to the website, SCCSC is 
a local means of access to the USC-
SA National Championships—a 
way of uniting the most skilled 
athletes from the United States and 
Southern Canada.

There are 11 other college cam-
puses in Southern California that 
participate in the SCCSC. Long 
Beach State, Cal State Fresno, 
Loyola Marymount University, 
UC Irvine and UC San Diego are 
among the colleges affiliated with 
SCCSC.

Though the team is smaller, 

Honda said they have been able to 
make improvements each year. For 
instance, this year the team was 
able to sign a lease to live in Mam-
moth over winter break.

“We competed throughout Jan-
uary and a couple weeks of Febru-
ary at Mammoth Mountain. We 
were up at Mammoth for three 
weeks for the competitions,” said 
Kyler Ishisaki, a kinesiology major 
and first-year snowboarder on the 
team.

Ishisaki said his favorite compe-
tition was boardercross because it 
combines racing and freestyle. He 
placed 11th in the men’s slopestyle 
event Jan. 9.

 See SNOW TEAM, page  8

Student protest 
continues on for 
the third day. To 
view coverage of 
the third day visit 
DailyTitan.com/
Sleep-InDay2/
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I don’t see him 
having the time or 

being willing to sit down 
and go word-for-word 

with the students. It will 
take forever.

 -Silas Abrego
Acting Vice President 

for Student Affairs
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The 13th annual Bootylicious 
Drag Show will take place today. 
The event raises awareness for the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gendered community (LGBT) 
and is hosted by Cal State Ful-
lerton’s Queer-Straight Alliance 
group.

The event will feature extrava-
gant students as well as veteran 
drag king and queen performanc-
es. Singers and dancers will per-
form various pop songs and stage 
show numbers. In past shows, 
“Cigarette Boys” and “Cigarette 
Girls” were featured onsite col-
lecting donations, serving drinks 
and snacks to attendees.

The Bootylicious Drag Show 
will take place at 6:30 p.m. in 
TSU Pavilions A, B and C. The 
event is free for all, with a sug-
gested $7 donation. 

Bootylicious Drag 
Show in the TSU

Brief by Jeanette Castaneda

Tim Hetherington, an Academy 
Award-winner, and Chris Hondros, 
a Getty Images photojournalist, 
were both killed while document-
ing war violence in Misrata, Libya, 
CNN reported Wednesday.  

The news agency reported that 
two other photojournalists were 
also injured in the incident.

Hetherington, 41, lived in New 
York and has also worked alongside 
CNN’s Anderson Cooper and San-
jay Gupta in Afghanistan. This year 
he was nominated for an Oscar for 
his work on a documentary titled 
Restrepo.

Hondros covered many interna-
tional conflicts during his career, ac-
cording to the article.

Getty Images, his employer, 
is quoted in the article as stat-
ing, “Chris never shied away from 
the front line, having covered the 
world’s major conflicts throughout 
his distinguished career and his 
work in Libya was no exception. 
We are working to support his fam-
ily and his fiancée as they receive 
this difficult news, and are prepar-
ing to bring Chris back to his fam-
ily and friends in the United States. 
He will be sorely missed.” 

Photojournalists 
Killed in Libya

Brief by Maritza Velasquez
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ASI: Investigation continues on controversial quote

According to Jarnigan, the inves-
tigation will be conducted through a 
series of interviews with the parties 
that would have had access to infor-
mation or may have asked for infor-
mation regarding election numbers. 
Jarnigan said that she has interviewed 
ASI President-elect Eric Niu and Jef-
ferson at their request. Election as-
sistant Nikhil Kulkarni has also con-
firmed that he was interviewed.

“They asked me about my associa-
tion with Jay and Eric, if the infor-
mation was given (and if I) was the 
one who gave out the information,” 
said Kulkarni.

According to Prieto, election re-
sults were sent to him twice a day on 
all four election days via email. Only 
he and his assistant, Kulkarni, had 
access to the ASI Elections email. On 
the final day of the Runoff Election, 
he had the results sent to his personal 
email account. 

Kulkarni said Prieto had the re-
sults sent to his personal account 
Thursday because he feared a conflict 
of interest.

“He refused to share that informa-
tion to me (due to) the implications 
of the whole thing because Megan 
and Aissa had suspicions of me … 
(because) I am friends with Eric and 
Jay and (their) campaign members,” 
Kulkarni said. 

Kulkarni said he spent most of his 
time in the field managing the poll-
ing stations and assistants. 

According to Prieto, Esquio Ub-
alle, associate dean of Student Life 
and adviser to the election commis-
sion, was given the results but he did 
not know the password to the email 
account.

Prieto said he did not share the 
results with anyone besides Kulkarni 
and Uballe.

“No information was shared from 
me to anyone but obviously the three 
people who had access to it, but that’s 
it,” said Prieto.

We will continue to provide more 
information as this investigation 
continues.

 ...Continued from page 1

PROTEST: Resolution on the horizon as students prepare final declaration for President Gordon 

“He is a busy person. If you de-
cide on this, he will be there to sign 
this. I would really love to have 
some signature today,” Abrego said. 
“Having Dr. Gordon there tomor-
row is off the table. This is a time-
sensitive issue.” 

The group of students collec-
tively agreed there would not be 
enough time to sign the revised 
document because most of the stu-
dents that wrote the original decla-
ration were in class or unavailable 
until late in the evening. 

The students agreed they would 
meet later that evening to discuss 
the document with the support of 
students from surrounding schools.

A surprised Abrego perked up 
when he heard that students from 
other college campuses would be 
there.

“Let me make this clear because 
that presents new challenges,” 
Abrego said. “The president cares 
about Cal State University Fuller-
ton students. If you bring outside 
students, it will present challeng-
es for us because it is pushing us 
against the wall.”

Abrego also hinted that the news 
of another sit-in with other uni-
versities will not sit well with the 
administration. 

“I don’t know what their reac-
tion is going to be. There can get 
to a point where he can say no,” 

Abrego said. “You can push him 
only so hard because he has limita-
tions and constraints as the presi-
dent. This is the best that he is 
comfortable with.”

The group agreed that they 
would present a decision to Presi-
dent Gordon, Abrego and Salas at 
9 a.m. Thursday.

“I feel like the meeting was dis-
appointing as a student because it 
proves that President Gordon is 
not physically willing to bridge the 
gap between him and students on 
campus and that is what students 
want,” said Cameron Mahdad, 
Students for Quality Education or-
ganizer. “We are definitely revising 
the declaration. If President Gor-
don kicks us out, that just proves 
that he’s trying to avoid bridging 
the gap between the admin and 
students, especially since we have 
been so professional with these sit-
ins.”

Gordon declined to comment.
“This is a process; this isn’t the 

end,” said David Inga, a CSUF stu-
dent. “We aren’t going to stop with 
President Gordon’s signature. This 
fight doesn’t end there.”

As of publication, the protesters 
remained in Langsdorf Hall, intent 
on engaging in open dialogue with 
one another until a revised docu-
ment could be formed. 

Representatives of the students 
plan on presenting Gordon with 
their document tomorrow morn-
ing if the revisions are complete. 

 ...Continued from page 1

The Spring Concert that was 
scheduled for Friday, Aril 22, will 
be postponed to next month due to 
difficulties in signing artists.

According to the ASI Facebook 
page, the postponement was an-
nounced during ASI Board of Di-
rector meetings that this day was 
particularly hard to book artists due 
to Coachella Fest and Good Friday 
“hampering the ability to close a 
deal in time.”

ASI Productions apologize for 
the inconvenience that the post-
ponement may have had on stu-
dents’ schedules.  They realize and 
take into consideration that some 
students may have moved their 
work schedules to attend the ASI 
Spring Concert.

The good news is that ASI Pro-
ductions gained approval from the 
ASI Board of Directors to elimi-
nate the cost for student tickets.  
ASI Productions urges students to 
check the ASI website for further 
information and the final date for 
the Spring Concert.

Spring Concert 
at CSUF Delayed

Brief by Jessica Rubio

“We are definitely revising the declara-
tion. If President Gordon kicks us out, that 
just proves that he’s trying to avoid bridging 
the gap between the admin and students, 
especially since we have been so professional 
with these sit-ins,” said Cameron Mahdad 
of Students for Quality Education. 

Protesters have been camped out on the 
second floor of Langsdorf Hall for four days.

LUCIO VILLA / Daily Titan
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Profile is public infoRemember MySpace? 

Facebook is a common social dis-
traction for many college students.  

According to a 2010 study by 
psychologist Paul A. Kirschnera, 
the students who are on Facebook 
while studying or doing homework 
get 20 percent lower grades than the 
non-users of Facebook. The GPAs 
of the Facebook users were an aver-
age of 3.06, compared to 3.82 for 
non-users of Facebook. Kirschnera 
said there is kind of a relationship 
between Facebook use and academic 
performance.

Inside Facebook reports that the 
18 to 25 age group comprises 28.1 
million Facebook users as of January 
2010. It is the largest demographic 
group within America.      

“I check my Facebook page multi-
ple times a day because my Blackber-

ry has the Facebook app,” said Pri-
cilla Dang, a junior business major.  

Dang studies five to 10 hours a 
week, but she admits that Facebook 
interrupts her when she is trying to 
concentrate.

“Even though I am not on Face-
book 24/7, to a certain extent, I’m 
always connected to it,” Dang said.  

Dang does not think Facebook is 
the main cause for poor academic 
performance because there are many 
other factors that lead to a bad grade. 
However, she believes it does play a 
role, as some people use Facebook as 
an escape from study.

“I used to have Myspace, but I just 
got tired of it, like upload or com-
ment and everything. I have never 
tried Facebook,” said Ayris Mauricio, 
a sophomore biochemistry major.  

Mauricio said saving time for 
studying is one of the reasons why 
she does not engage in any social 

-networking services.  
“I am busy for school and also 

outside of school. I am trying to 
concentrate on studying my major, 
and I am fine without Facebook,” 
Mauricio said.  

Mauricio said Facebook might 
lessen the ability to study, but lower 
grades are not necessarily caused by 
the use of Facebook or other kinds of 
social-networking services.   

“I don’t have Facebook, but I get 
caught up in watching TV, and it’s 
the same thing with someone spend-
ing time (on) their Facebook,” Mau-
ricio said.

Barbara Laguna, a professor of 
computer science who teaches a 
computer impact course, warns that 
Internet and the social-networking 
services can be addictive.  

“It’s just like when gamers get on 
the computer and do network gam-
ing, they can spend days on the com-
puter,” said Laguna. “The same thing 
happens for the social-networking 
people. Some people have an addic-
tive type of personality where they 
end up spending more and more 
time online.”

According to Laguna, some In-

ternet users can get in and get out 
from the Internet within 10 to 15 
minutes, but others are likely to lose 
their sense of time and three or four 
hours can go by fast.

“Many students take their notes 
on their laptops and many bring 
their Internet connections,” Laguna 
said. “They are doing everything but 
listening. They are doing all the so-
cial networking in class that when 
the first test comes back, they have 
a very low grade and they’re shocked 
by it.”

Laguna said some of the profes-
sors think they should close down 
the Internet during class time.  Even 
though students attend class, if they 
are on Facebook or instant messaging 
with their friends, they do not know 
what has been discussed in class.

“You can’t say if you do Facebook, 
you are going to get a B or you are 
going to get an A if you don’t,” La-
guna said. 

“There might be a relation be-
tween Facebook use and academic 
performance, but I don’t think it’s 
that strong. I think students’ motiva-
tion has more to do with their aca-
demic performance,” Laguna added.

In society today, it is difficult to 
find someone who does not have 
an account for a social media web-
site such as Facebook or Twitter.  

These social media websites are 
used by countless college students 
around the world. 

Social network sites are used to 
the advantage of many people, but 
they can also have negative results.

Facebook and Twitter both al-
low people to express themselves 
through words, pictures or even 
videos. They also give the person 
the option to reveal personal in-
formation about themselves. 

This public information can be 
both an advantage and disadvan-
tage depending on the circum-
stances.

Melinda Blackman, a psychol-
ogy professor at Cal State Fuller-
ton, said people could put public 
information on these websites.  

“One negative aspect of social 
media is that it allows people to 
post ideas or responses easily with-
out much thought to the conse-
quences of their posts,” said Black-
man.

In the Journal of Computer 
Mediated Communication, Kevin 
Lewis, Jason Kaufman and Nicho-
las Christakis wrote about privacy 
and how college students might 
think about posting public infor-
mation. 

“Students are surely aware that 
the information they post is ‘pub-
lic,’ but the full extent and pos-
sible consequences of this display 

may not be recognized by all,” 
wrote the authors.

The authors link this thought 
process of college students to the 
fact that Facebook and other so-
cial media are relatively new and 
therefore rules about conduct on 
these websites are not yet known.

Another way personal informa-
tion can be negative is when jobs 
are at stake. Employers looking to 
hire are able to view this informa-
tion.  

“Employers definitely now look 
to job candidates’ social websites 
as an indication of their character 
before making a hiring decision,” 
Blackman said. “In a lot of cases 
it can reveal a person’s moral char-
acter and their integrity.” This 
could, for some, result in not get-
ting hired for a job opening. 

In an article by Kanya Bal-
akrishna in the Yale Daily News, 
Balakrishna discussed the issue 
of employers and their use of so-
cial media when hiring. “Career 
services officials at a number of 
schools say employers have be-
gun using Facebook.com to learn 
about candidates before making 
the decision of whether or not to 
hire them – a potential concern 
for students currently waiting to 
hear about upcoming internship 
and job positions,” Balakrishna 
wrote.

In the journal Human Commu-
nication Research, Joseph B. Wal-
therl wrote about how people can 
also be perceived differently ac-
cording to their friends and what 
they put on social media websites.  

Waltherl wrote about how some 

people, or an employer, might try 
to hypothesize the moral character 
of a person according to a com-
ment or picture sent by a friend.

Along with these negative fea-
tures of social media, there is also 
the problem of face-to-face social 
contact being lessened because of 
these sites.  

Daniel Rivera, 18, a civil en-
gineering major, said people can 
talk for a long time on social me-
dia sites and that it could lead to 
issues when meeting face to face.  

“When you’re with the per-
son, you won’t know what to talk 
about,” said Rivera.

Although there are these nega-
tive aspects to public information, 
there are also positive implica-
tions.  

“It’s a good way to contact fam-
ily and friends across the world,” 
said Gaby Melnick, 20, an ac-
counting major.

Blackman also believes there is 
a beneficial factor to social me-
dia, but people should be cautious 
when using them.  

“I think that for some individu-
als and specific purposes, social 
media is optimal, however in a 
lot of cases it can do more harm 
to an individual’s reputation than 
good,” Blackman said.

Social media sites can offer 
people a chance to communicate 
and stay connected. Unfortunately 
it also gives the person the option 
to display public information that 
could bring harm to an individual. 

It seems that the consensus on 
the use of social media would be 
to use them with caution.

There has been a growing num-
ber of older adults who have been 
trying to take part in the social me-
dia frenzy. Many moms and dads 
have made Facebook accounts in an 
attempt to stay closely connected 
with their families.  

But this raises an interesting 
question. Would you add your 
mother or father on Facebook? 
Many students do not see the harm 
in adding their parent on Facebook. 
After all, it is the norm and com-
pletely acceptable to add your sib-
lings to your friend list, so why not 
your parents?

For some people it is a matter 
of privacy. If you are doing certain 
things  your parents would not nor-
mally approve of and you think it 
is an intrusion, then it would make 
sense not to accept their friend re-
quest.

Ryan Hasser, 22, kinesiology 
major, agrees that being friends 
with your parents online could end 
up badly if you have something to 
hide.

“I thought it was weird at first 
because my mom sent me a friend 
request,” said Hasser. “But then I 
realized that I had nothing to hide, 
so I accepted it. I think there is a 
fine line there and it can either be 
good or bad depending on your 
relationship with your parents. It 
has helped me, but I have seen it go 
very badly for some of my friends.”

However, if you have a good re-
lationship with your mom or dad, 
then why not? It seems that those 
who have a strong bond with fam-
ily and those who do talk to family 
members via Facebook are normally 
the ones that have nothing to hide 
on their profile pages.

Andrew Hedstrom, 23, criminal 
justice major, said it is not odd to 
add other older family members to 
your friend list.

“My dad already has a Facebook; 
he added me. I thought it was weird 
at first, but then I realized Facebook 
has privacy settings specifically for 
this reason,” said Hedstrom.

This is true. Facebook offers a va-
riety of different privacy settings in 
order for the user to determine who 
can see what on their pages.

One reason why many par-
ents make a Facebook account in 
the first place is to stay connected 
with their children who are away 
at school or who live in a different 
state, just to try and stay in touch 
on a regular basis.

According to CommonSense-
Media.org, a 2010 study indicated 
that 48 percent of parents who 
used Facebook with kids who were 
still minors are “friends” with their 
teenager on Facebook.  

It can be very difficult just to use 
the telephone, which can be very 
costly, or to just text your loved 
ones. Many parents believe that it 
is an easier way to communicate as 
well as see what their child has been 
up to. Although their intentions 
may be good, for some students it 
seems as though their parents are 
trying to “spy” on them.

According to Laura Solorzano, 
a 22, if Facebook is used appropri-
ately by just using it as a means of 
communications and not “stalking” 
and butting into your child’s life, 
then it is a good thing.

“I think that if their website is 
being used constructively, such as 
promoting a cause or charity, then 
it is an effective tool. If it’s strictly 
used for voyeurism, then I think 
it is dangerous. As for keeping in 
touch with others, send an email or 
pick up the phone,” said Solorzano.

Parents who try to be “friends” 
with their kids can because an is-
sue if the relationship between the 
parent and child is a rocky one, but 
many people do not see a problem 
in accepting mom’s friend request. 
It is normally a great tool for par-
ents to stay connected with their 
loved ones.

Xanga, LiveJournal and 
Myspace seem like ancient terms 
in the social media world. Howev-
er, these services which were once 
the “it” sites to students seem to 
have lost their relevancy. Facebook 
and Twitter have proven that with-
out consistent innovation, a social 
media site can fall at any time.

The trend behind social media 
began as early as 1999 when sites 
like LiveJournal were first intro-
duced. Briefly in 2002, Friendster 
was introduced, which also gained 
a decent following.

However, social media took a 
huge leap in 2003 when Myspace 
was introduced to the masses. 
The website was an instant suc-
cess with music lovers and young 
teens. Though today, Myspace 
struggles to keep afloat. Unlike 
Xanga and LiveJournal, Myspace 
continues to work toward social 
media relevancy in 2011 despite 
declining traffic rates in compari-
son to heavyweights like Facebook 
and Twitter.

The site has suffered a sig-
nificant loss in traffic and is 
currently in talks to be sold by 
parent company NewsCorp. Ac-
cording to comScore Inc., last 
month Myspace traffic dropped 
“44 percent from a year earlier 
to 37.7 million unique U.S. visi-
tors, its lowest monthly total since 
February 2006.” Meanwhile, Face-
book and Twitter’s numbers are 

significantly higher. Cal State Ful-
lerton students believe innovation 
is a big factor here.

“I think people have switched 
to Facebook and Twitter because 
they are the most innovative ways 
of connecting with those you 
know and wish to get to know,” 
said Rosa Fabon, 21, an art major.

Facebook and Twitter have 
definitely cornered the market in 
terms of innovation. 

Twitter feeds are short and in-
stantaneous while Facebook is 
continuously redesigning its web-
site layout by adding new features 
such as “Places,” a feature that lets 
you share your current location by 
“checking in” from your smart-
phone.

Both websites showcase a new 
angle for social media aesthetics, 
one that consistently reinvents it-
self and does not rest on its origi-
nal design. 

Fernando Lopez, 26, a political 
science major, said he does not use 
his Myspace any longer and that 
new social media is a better alter-
native.

“I don’t use Myspace anymore, 
and I actually deleted my profile 
because of boredom,” said Lopez. 
“I think people have moved to 
new social media like Facebook 
because of a combination of good 
marketing and some new innova-
tions.”

According to MarketingWeek.
com, the top four reasons Myspace 
has failed to retain its users are 
lack of loyalty to its users, lack of 
innovation, lack of understanding 
about itself as a brand and lack 

of control. As the site attempts 
to maintain some sort of follow-
ing, Facebook’s prominence with 
students and faculty continues to 
grow.

“I think that AIM and LiveJour-
nal are obsolete because people 
would rather access their friends 
through one network, like Face-
book, rather than having to log 
into different websites and screen 
names to connect with the same 
people,” Fabon said.

With many companies like Star-
bucks using Facebook regularly for 
business purposes, the website has 
branched out from its initial col-
lege student demographic. The 
site is a place where people of all 
ages can socialize.

Overall, statistics and Myspace 
have proven that the world of so-
cial media requires sustainability 
with website innovation. 

With many young users flock-
ing toward social media as a means 
of networking with their friends, 
a website needs to be changeable 
and adaptable to its growing audi-
ence.

While it’s possible that Face-
book and Twitter could lose their 
popularity at some point, many 
students feel this is not likely to 
occur anytime soon.

“I don’t think Facebook and 
Twitter will ever really die since 
more companies are using these 
forms of media for advertising,” 
said Celeste Cardenas, 27, a kine-
siology major.  “There will surely 
be a slow down in the momentum, 
but they will probably not fade 
out like Myspace.” 

CALEB STRANO
For the Daily Titan

JEANETTE CASTENADA
Daily Titan

SARAH FERNANDEZ
Daily Titan

Friend your mom

Facebook overuse causes bad grades
MIKARI KUGA
For the Daily Titan

Studies show that students who spend hours on Facebook while studying or doing assignments score lower than students who are not distracted by the popular social networking site. 
JOHNNY LEE / Daily Titan
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Facebook is a helpful tool to al-
low us to connect with our friends 
and families. 

However, we should use the so-
cial-networking site solely to con-
nect with our loved ones — not 
to stalk our potential future lovers, 
current lovers or ex-lovers. 

We should also stray from in-
tentionally sparking jealously, ill 
feelings or arguments between all 
involved in what could be an in-
timate relationship, a love triangle 
or even a dating trapezoid. 

Remember folks, this is Face-
book and we are adults, so keep 
the following don’ts in mind to 
avoid mirroring the behavior of a 
16-year-old Myspace user:

Don’t text message a photo of 
yourself to your ex in attempt to 
be cute and stir old feelings, then 
post that same photo on your 
Facebook page for the opposite sex 
to “oooo” and “ahhh” over. 

It’s disgusting and disturbing 
that you’re using a photo of your-
self – and the same photo! – to lure 
your ex and potential future hook-
ups.

If your ex or the person you’re 
interested in is seeing someone, 
don’t post comments under nearly 
every status update and photo the 
person they’re seeing comments 
on. 

You seem psycho and still inter-
ested if it’s your ex, and desperate 
and still psycho if it’s someone 
you’re interested in.

If you’re interested in someone 
and met their ex multiple times 
when they were together, don’t 
repeatedly leave flirtatious com-
ments on their wall and “like” 
their newly updated “single” rela-

tionship status. 
If you’re interested, pursue him 

or her privately via text message or 
phone call — not openly on Face-
book where you seem like a two-
faced, desperate high school girl. 

Avoid doing this especially if 
you’re in a relationship or are mar-
ried with children. 

Sadly, I know people who have 
done this. Nothing says tacky like 
a cougar mother preying on a new-
ly single man (whose ex she’s met 
plenty) publicly online.

Don’t let your mother get in-
volved. Some parents don’t under-
stand the openness of Facebook, so 
if your significant other has a drug 
problem, stop your mother before 
she announces his or her stint in 
rehab on her status update. 

Don’t add people you’ve never 
met. There are many obvious rea-
sons for this, but the reason re-
garding dating is because of “Face-
book whores.” 

These are people who typically 
post revealing default photos of 
themselves and add everyone in 
their nearby and surrounding area 
in hopes that they might hook up 
with them, but ultimately, they 
just want to collect an abundance 
of Facebook comments (I’ll dub 
this “Facebook hoarding”). 

The problem with adding these 
people? We can all spot a Face-
book whore from a mile away. 

If you’re friends with lots of 
Facebook whores, it makes you 
look like one as well. 

Then the person you’re pursu-
ing, the person you’re involved 
with or your ex will think you also 
try to hook up with random peo-
ple, just like your Facebook whore 
“friends.” 

Don’t constantly leave com-
ments like, “I’ve been dying to go 
there and I’m in the area!” when 
the person you’re interested in 
“checks in.” 

Learn to be upfront instead of 
relying on an intangible website 
and simply ask your dating inter-
est in person or on the phone if he 
or she would like to hang out. 

Again, keep the openness of Face-
book in mind — you could face be-
ing ignored or outright rejected in 
what’s virtually a public arena.

If you’re seeing someone new, 
don’t encourage them to constant-
ly post comments on your Face-
book in attempt to make your ex 
jealous. 

Your ex will simply be remind-
ed of your immaturity and will be 
glad the two of you are no longer 
together.

MELISSA HOON
Daily Titan

I can’t tell you how many times 
I’ve caught myself staring lifelessly 
at other students’ computer screens 
as they check out their friends’ lat-
est Facebook photos. That girl is 
wearing too much makeup. That 
guy has THE worst fashion sense. 

It’s not until my professor says 
something like, “And with that, 
we’ll continue from here next 
week,” that I snap back into focus 
and realize that I should have been 
focusing on taking lecture notes.

I go to college to gain knowl-
edge and to prepare myself for 
the real world. If my “real world” 
keeps looking more like I’ll be fo-
cusing on keeping my tweets less 
than 140 characters long for a liv-
ing, I should seriously consider 
using the computers in Pollak 
Library for something other than 
satisfying my social needs. 

Sure, it’s fun to glance around 
at what other people are doing in 
my social network, but somehow 
the majority of us don’t realize 
how distracting it is for other peo-
ple who happen to be attached to 
those stray, glossed-over eyes stuck 
on our computer screens.

One productive Tuesday, I was 
actually listening to my professor 
when I noticed the girl in front of 
me in the lecture hall typing away 
on Facebook Chat. All that racket 
had to be about something good, 
so I began to shamelessly stare at 
her screen. 

Within about eight minutes I 
learned what she was making her 
boyfriend for dinner (“…probably 
some pasta and veggies and I don’t 
know, maybe just some Dr. Pep-
per to go with it and depending 
on how much those ready-made 
chickens sell for at Albertson’s, I’ll 
get one of those too”), how much 
she loves ignoring the professor 
(“This class is lame. I can just get 
all the PowerPoints online, and 
who takes these two-and-three-
quarter-hour classes anyway?”), 
and the details on her latest room-
mate drama. 

As it turns out, her roommate 
doesn’t do her dishes very often. 
I felt as if we had some kind of 
bond, because as it so happens, my 

roommates don’t do their dishes 
either.

As I sat there craving Dr. Pep-
per and watching her screen, she 
proceeded to look through one of 
her friend’s photo albums. Then 
she checked her email. Then she 
refreshed her Facebook page. Then 
she checked on her farm in Farm-
Ville. Then the class ended and I 
left knowing way too much about 
this girl to whom I was a stranger.

For most people, it’s no longer a 
shock to hear that The New York 
Times reported in a 2008 article 
that social-networking sites are 
“slowing study habits” due to their 
distracting nature. “Hours spent 
prowling the Internet are the en-
emy of reading – diminishing lit-
eracy, wrecking attention spans,” 
commented NY Times writer Mo-
toko Rich. 

The article also makes note of 
plummeting school test scores be-
cause students found significant 
meaning in reading whatever they 
could find on the Internet (e.g. 

FanFiction.net), as opposed to 
reading a published literary piece 
of work.

As for myself, I used to go to 
the library between classes to get 
homework done. Now, I frequent 
the secluded first-floor laptop sec-
tion to see who’s playing World of 
Warcraft and to tell all my friends 
on Facebook what level they’re on 
and how that’s so pathetically hi-
larious. The real pathetic thing, 
however, is my inability to even try 
to be productive in a school library 
anymore.

I can only hope for the sake of us 
all that our children will not prac-
tically be living within computers, 
considering the rate we’re going. 
If there’s one thing we’re getting 
better at, it’s distracting ourselves 
from the important things. 

So do us all a favor, laptop ad-
dict, and take out a pen and note-
book. I promise good old-fash-
ioned note-taking will help you 
as well as those students sitting 
behind you!

HALEY OSTROWSKI
For the Daily Titan

Facebook: Ruining my education
 You might not care that your Internet is a distraction from lecture, but I do

Fullertoon: Gordon Writes a resolution BY Sean LefLer

Notified, liked, tagged, added, defriended?
A little world, a pair of people, a small speech bubble
Write a little bit about yourself, but not anymore
 
What’s your religious view? Who inspires you?
I never knew you were an anarchist
Wow, that’s a ton of pictures
 
“What’s on your mind?” Don’t even get me started
Is Zuckerberg an optimist? You can’t dislike anything
Don’t stalk people and their public information
 

They changed the format? Again?
Who decides what’s top news or recent news?
Is there a log out button or am I missing something?
 
Doppelganger week, whatever that means
Their arm is in the picture, but the rest is cropped out
“Like” this if you love Jesus Christ…or else
 
You’ve been invited to the group “New Era”
Nobody who’s not anybody is also a member
Ignore or accept?

True, New, Blue, You

No one likes a social-
networking whore

 Understanding the 
don’ts of Facebook 
dating will save your 
relationship(s)

by KURT TELLEZ 

“Read ‘em and Weep”

Literature of Life

This just in: Constantly checking your crush’s relationship status updates or commenting on 
every tagged picture of them won’t make them love you any more than they already don’t.

JOHNNY LE / Daily Titan
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“Let’s get personal”

Frisk Me

I don’t think I had ever heard of 
an open relationship until I made a 
Facebook at 16 and began exploring 
my “relationship status” options.

Oh Facebook, you obnoxious, ad-
dictive, life-controlling bastard, how 
dare you implant that deceitful idea 
in my horny, little head!

And that idea was: “Oh yeah, 
Jeremy! That guy who likes me and 
I’ve always kinda sorta knew but 
never really talked to until a month 
ago! Our lifestyles are extremely 
different, and we are both at dif-
ferent places in our lives; me going 
to school and working, and him… 
not doing either of those things, but 
we both have a love/hate relation-
ship with Lost and think Twi-hards 
are Twi-tards. It would be cool if 
my freak of an ex-boyfriend finally 
left me alone. And he’s so incredibly 
sweet to me. He deserves a chance.”

But taking into consideration that 
I can only be in a committed rela-
tionship for so long until I do a 180 
and flip out. I set down the ground 
rules.

“Okay, Jeremy, I am more than 
willing to call you my boyfriend. 
But for a while, especially since I 
just ended a recent relationship with 
a man who would use an In-N-Out 
straw to blow an air pocket in the 
foreskin of his penis just for kicks, I 
would still like the freedom to date 
around. I might even sleep with 
other people, Jeremy. And I would 
like you to date around and maybe 
even sleep with other people too. Is 
this OK?”

I got the green light from him, so 
I assumed we were both on the same 
page.

Well, you know what happens 
when we assume, right? 

Damn it.
He would send me a request on 

Facebook to change “In an open 
relationship with Jeremy” to “In a 
relationship with Jeremy,” and I had 
to remind him of where we were 

supposed to stand. Of course, he got 
bummed out about it, but I held my 
ground.

When I made plans to go on a 
date with a co-worker, he got a little 
pissed and openly expressed his jeal-
ousy. 

To spare his feelings, I ended up 
canceling the date, which would 
have included dinner at an expensive 
Japanese restaurant and a ride on the 
back of his motorcycle. 

DAMN IT.
At a party, he was talking to one 

of his friends about how things were 
going relationship-wise, and he took 
my hand and said that he “never 
expected things to get so serious be-
tween us.”

CRAP.
Which led to the first time I tried 

actually ending whatever it was we 
had, because it was apparent we were 
no longer on the exact same line of 
the exact same paragraph on the ex-
act same page, which is extremely vi-
tal to a successful open relationship.

Oh, it went quite well.
He screamed, cried, broke a fan 

and threw a chair. 
I guess when guys fall that hard in 

love they become rampaging gorillas 
in response to a breakup situation. 

So I became the pushover that I 
hate being and told him I would try 
harder to work things out with him.

But on my end, it was still an open 
relationship through and through. 

Not to him.
So when he went through my 

phone and found explicit sext mes-
sages from my friend Aaron, who I 
was having a very casual fling with, 
his first response was to tell every-
one that I was a horrible person and 
cheated on him. 

“You should have just dumped 
me instead of breaking my heart like 
that!” he tried to guilt-trip me.

“I tried breaking up with you and 
you threw a fucking chair across the 
porch!” I replied.

“Yeah, well, you should have tried 
harder.”

When I called him out on not 
knowing the unwritten rules of be-
ing in an open relationship front 
and back, that was the best defense 
he could muster.

That, and he embarrassed the hell 
out of me by messaging Aaron, tell-
ing him to “take care of me.”

To this day, I still don’t know 
what Jeremy’s definition of an “open 
relationship” is. 

For all I know, it’s the same as 
being in an actual committed rela-
tionship with the meaningless word 
“open” in front of it to take up space 
on someone’s Facebook page.

By society’s definition, an open 
relationship is the desire to have in-
timate relations with other people 
while still being romantically and 
emotionally connected to your part-
ner.

Through this stressful experience, 
I discovered that an open relation-
ship is the same thing as dating 
around. 

If I felt so strongly compelled to 
go on dates with other guys, even 
as innocent and G-rated as some of 
them would be, even though I had 
a “boyfriend,” maybe I was just in 
denial that he wasn’t good enough to 
be romantically involved with.

I’m not saying I regret any deci-
sions I made, because I sure as hell 
don’t. 

But I think we can all agree push-
ing an open relationship on some-
one who wanted something exclu-
sive wasn’t exactly a classy move on 
my part.

I have no intention of ever again 
disrespecting someone by getting his 
hopes up like that when he doesn’t 
know what the hell I want, especial-
ly when I know anything exclusive 
probably won’t work out.

For future reference, I’ll give “It’s 
complicated” a try. It’s a little more 
straightforward.

Not so open about this idea
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Social media narcissism
College students are all famil-

iar with social networking web-
sites such as YouTube, Twitter 
and Facebook. These websites 
allow the account holder to put 
their best face forward, only 
showing images in the best of 
light, pleasing to his or her eye 
and that of someone else.

In an article in The New York 
Times, a study performed by the 
Pew Research Center for the Peo-
ple and the Press characterized 
Americans ages 18 to 25 as the 
“look at me” generation, their 
top goals being fame and fortune.

So with the self-centered per-
sona, it can be possible for narcis-
sism to be heightened.

According to an article in Per-
sonality and Social Psychology 
Bulletin, narcissists have tenden-
cies that convey exaggerated, 
positive perceptions of one’s self, 
such as physical attractiveness, 
intelligence and power.

More importantly, narcissists 
do not value long-term relation-
ships or close connections with 
people; rather they are talented at 
making an agreeable first impres-
sion and using people to appear 
popular and successful. 

They also are eager to talk 
about themselves and be boast-
ful.

Social networking websites are 
the perfect domain for individu-
als that do not value deep, inti-
mate relationships. 

On Facebook in particular, 
some users have more than 1,000 

friends. Of course, having 1,000 
friends does not mean they genu-
inely know all of their online 
friends. 

However, your friend number 
does represent popularity.

Justin Heng, who is obtaining 
his MBA in finance, stated, “I 
don’t think there’s a lot of rela-
tionship yet (between narcissism 
and Facebook) … but people 
who have confidence may want 
to use Facebook because they are 
more public.”

In an article in Scientific 
American Magazine, psychology 
researcher Soraya Mehdizadeh 
conducted a study on 100 college 
students. 

Mehdizadeh had access to 
all 100 students’ Facebook ac-
counts, in which status updates 
were monitored, photo-sharing, 
wall posts, even how many times 
students logged in, as well as the 
duration.

After Mehdizadeh measured 
each individual with the Narcis-
sism Personality Inventory and 
Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale, she 
found subjects who were narcis-
sistic spent more than an hour a 
day on Facebook, posting more 
photos and status updates that 
were self-promotional.

Mehdizadeh believes that since 
narcissists have trouble sustain-
ing long-term relationships, they 
are drawn to an online commu-
nity with virtual friends and su-
perficial communication.

Blanca Ruiz, a senior majoring 
in Spanish and TESOL, does not 
think there is a relationship. 

She did admit that one of her 

four children is affected.
“She is a single mother and 

uses Facebook for a social con-
nection with people. It is her 
replacement for her social life,” 
said Ruiz.

According to an article in Psy-
chiatric News, more than one-
third of Internet use is spent on 
social networking sites; that is 
13.9 billion minutes on Face-
book and 300 million minutes 
on Twitter.

The number of “tweets” sent 
on Twitter and videos uploaded 
on YouTube increases every day. 
Instant fame is measured by 
“hits,” “views” and “followers,” 
confirming even more that this 
generation is desperate for recog-
nition and attention.

This technology may be fos-
tering a sense of isolation, alien-
ation and further promoting ten-
dencies toward narcissism. 

Rather than learning critical 
lessons pertaining to reciprocity 
in relationships and displaying 
emotional sensitivity to others, 
“generation me” is creating alter-
native realities where they them-
selves are in the spotlight.

“There are a lot of narcissis-
tic traits right now. These web-
sites promote me, myself and I. 
It encourages the trait in them,” 
said Leslie Chegwidden, Ph.D., a 
family and marriage therapist.

Next time you log on to Face-
book, YouTube or Twitter, pur-
posely distracting yourself from 
studying for that next exam, take 
a long look at your own account. 
What would a psychologist say 
about your profile?

CANDACE RIVERA
For the Daily Titan
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It’s the weekend. Stress from classes can be put aside 
for a short amount of time – For some, just a few hours, 
as more time is allocated to the pursuit of knowledge. 
Those of us who have hit the golden age of 21 are at a 
slight advantage over our underage colleagues, as bar life 
may provide an outlet for some to unwind and enjoy the 
company of friends and new people.

For those living around Cal State Fullerton, the night-
life in downtown Fullerton provides a viable option for 
students to do just that. 

The old town setting gives off a feeling of being in a 
time of the past. As Fullerton has become more modern-
ized since its birth in 1887, the downtown area is a relic 
of history and culture for the city. 

The historical buildings that make up downtown Ful-
lerton are home to some of the area’s 41 restaurants and 
bars.

Some of the bars in downtown Fullerton are aware of 
the influx of college students that frequent their busi-
nesses on the weekends. The Slidebar Rock-N-Roll 
Kitchen, located in DTF’s SoCo District, has bands play 
throughout the week and on Thursdays has a half-off-ev-
erything deal for college students with an ID. The CSUF 
logo is part of the promotional advertisement.

When Brian Frey, 23, a senior and Newport Beach 
resident, used to reside near campus, he could be found 
on any given night of the weekend at Heroes Bar & 
Grill, bumping into colleagues every now and then. 
When Frey ran into familiar faces, he’d enjoy learning 
something new about them that he hadn’t known before.

“Heroes is more laid back than other bars. Everyone 

sits and chills. They’ve also got good prices for beer on 
tap,” said Frey.

Back home in Newport, Frey enjoys frequenting 
Newport Beach Brewing Company, Malarky’s Irish pub 
and Woody’s Wharf.

“The atmosphere is very similar to the bars in Ful-
lerton,” Frey said.

Robyn Coffey has been managing at Heroes for four 
years and is a master drink pourer by night. According 
to Coffey, hanging out at Heroes is a visit well worth 
your time because, “We have 119 beers on tap, giant 
beer mugs and pour awesome.”

About the atmosphere, Coffey said there is an “every-
one-knows-you” type of vibe, but people also travel from 
other cities just to hang out there.

Christian Yoon, 32, is a graduating marketing senior 
residing close to campus. Although Yoon prefers going 
out to establishments that are more modern, he visits 
downtown for the convenience and good prices.  

His first time to the area was last summer during a day 
of summer school at CSUF. He had befriended some 
colleagues and decided to go to Heroes Bar & Grill for 
lunch before his third class. One thing led to another and 
Yoon ended up spending the whole day bar-hopping.

“We went into Bourbon Street Bar & Grill because 
it was less crowded and we had no idea it was karaoke 
night. We couldn’t really back out because we had or-
dered drinks and food, but we ended up having fun,” 
said Yoon.

When asked about his views on running into other 
CSUF students, Yoon said, “It’s awesome seeing others 
outside school. I know we all study hard and sometimes 
need to get away. I know drinking isn’t the best way, but 
it has a way of bonding people.”

Bar-hopping in Fullerton
Students often “pre-game” at their houses before heading to downtown Fullerton on the weekends as a way to save money, instead of 
spending dollars at the bars.

JOHNNY LE / Daily Titan

STEVEN YUAN
For the Daily Titan

As peach-colored lip gloss is ap-
plied and Aqua Net spray bottles are 
extravagantly emptied to their last 
aerosol drop, a man stares at himself 
in the mirror and ponders whether 
or not he looks convincingly like the 
woman he wants to portray tonight. 
An event presenting the flexibility 
of gender roles showcases the finest 
male and female impersonations in 
vibrant fashion.

“When it comes to drag there are 
the queens and the kings,” said Ka-
tie Claburn, 21, a nursing and soci-
ology major. “The queens are men 
dressing as women and then the 
kings are women dressing as men. 
People hear about queens more 
than kings.”

With colored wigs, five-inch sti-
lettos and an indulgence for the-
atrics, Cal State Fullerton’s Queer 
Straight Alliance group hosts their 
own drag show, “Bootylicious,” as 
an annual event to gain proceeds 
for their organization. However, 

the event also expresses how these 
shows promote positivity in their 
own communities.

“Drag shows are just another 
way to show the diversity of the 
LGBTQIA community and allow 
people a positive expressive outlet,” 
Claburn said. She is the president 
of CSUF’s Queer Straight Alliance 
group.

Drag shows are sometimes 
viewed as an exotic, weird thing for 
only certain communities to enjoy. 
However, audience members at a 
drag show can be pretty diverse 
wherein any community can enjoy 
the extravagance of one, whether it 
be queer or straight.  

“Many people, and perhaps even 
our society in general, are drawn 
to things that are colorful, beauti-
ful and flamboyant,” said Emily 
Cheng, a professor of psychology. 
“It doesn’t have to be a queer thing. 
It could be just basic human needs 
and wants, what attracts and inter-
ests them.”

The theatrics of a drag show can 
range from singing and acting to 
comedic or dramatic acts. During 
each performance, a larger-than-life 
presence is found within each drag 
performer as they begin to unveil 
their own female or male imper-
sonations, which could serve as a 
parody of today’s gender roles.

“You could say that we all, to 

some extent, put on a gender per-
formance through our clothes, 
our grooming and makeup,” said 
Richard Lippa, a professor in the 
Psychology Department. “And you 
could say that drag performers are 
doing a parody of it.”

With celebrities like Dennis Rod-
man and RuPaul dressing in drag 
publicly, we see how many attempt 
to break their own gender roles and 
pose to remind the rest of us of how 
we could be taking part in the act of 
drag everyday.

“They could be telling us some-
thing really important, which is that 
we all do this by maybe just wearing 
clothes everyday,” Lippa said. “And 
in a way, they could be reminding 
us of that.”

Overall, drag shows celebrate the 
adaptability of these roles in society. 
They are something that all commu-
nities can relate to, enjoy and learn 
more about. CSUF’s QSA has long 
been involved with such shows, as 
their own drag show event com-
memorates its 13th year Thursday. 
Claburn states that drag shows illus-
trate how malleable gender roles can 
be and how we should see this nu-
ance in meaning as a description of 
how both sexes are not so defined.

“These shows play on society’s 
gender roles and show that they are 
not as clear-cut as people would like 
to think,” Claburn said. 

Drag shows provide diversity

Dressing in drag with high heels is not only an art form, but a method of expression for those who use it as a creative outlet.
JANELLE CONNOR / For the Daily Titan

 Cal State Fullerton’s 
QSA reacts to and 
promotes dressing in 
drag for both genders

JEANETTE CASTANEDA
Daily Titan
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“It’s a lot of fun and the competition 
isn’t super serious. It’s more (about) 
participating and the camaraderie. It’s 
a really enjoyable experience. It’s not 
hardcore or anything like that. It’s a re-
ally fun social experience,” said Wyatt 
Kiedrowski, a physics major and first-
year team member.

Kristina Yobot, a skier and busi-
ness finance major, feels the same way 
about the competitions.

“It’s been a great way to meet new 
people and the competitions are basi-
cally as serious as you take them. It’s 
great because there’s some beginners 
and some advanced people, no matter 
where you are you’re going to progress 
and advance throughout the season,” 
said Yobot, a first-year member.

Yobot has been skiing since she was 
three years old and used to travel to 
some of the best ski locations, namely, 
Switzerland and Germany. Yobot said 
now that she is part of the snow team, 
she can finally call friends to go to Big 
Bear and Mammoth with her.

“I’m the only girl skier on the team 
and I get advice from other skiers. It 

 ...Continued from page 1

doesn’t matter that there are only three 
skiers on the team. When we all go out 
during the day, sometimes I’ll go out 
with all the snowboarders, I won’t even 
be with skiers, but they all give you 
support to try new tricks. You never 
feel left out as a skier,” Yobot said.

The snow team is sponsored by 
Smith Optic, Cliff Bar, 686, Liftopia, 
Active and Step4.  

“At the beginning of the school year, 
we start to build up our team. At Dis-
coverfest we get a lot of people who 
are interested, and then we will have a 
meeting and see who is down to join. 
Everyone has to pay team dues that go 
toward housing and race fees. There 

aren’t any tryouts or anything. We 
accept everyone who wants to join,” 
Honda said.

Andrew Brown-Tomasso, vice presi-
dent of the snow team, said he had sev-
eral strong finishes and placed 12th in 
the men’s slopestyle event in January.

Jesse Krygsman placed seventh 
in the winner’s bracket for the men’s 
boardcross event Jan. 16.

“Our season went pretty well. We 
were able to maintain the same amount 
of membership,” Honda said.

Final results for the CSUF snow 
team’s overall placement in the league 
will be announced April 30 at the 
SCCSC awards banquet.

Thanks to junior third baseman Nicole John-
son’s walk-off game-winning home run Sunday 
against Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, the Cal State 
Fullerton softball team is No. 1 in the Big West 
Conference, and if it stays in first it will receive 
an automatic bid to the NCAA championship. 

The (18-17, 7-2) CSUF softball team has sur-
passed its overall record from 2010 (14-39) and 
is doing better on the road this year with four 
wins already, compared to just three road wins 
last year.

CSUF will carry its season-best, five-game win 
streak into the doubleheader Friday versus con-
ference foe and defending Big West co-champi-
on UC Davis. 

They will put that season-best win streak on 
the line when they square off in a three-game set 
Friday and Saturday against the Aggies (18-19, 
3-6) up in Northern California. One win against 
the Aggies would give Titan Head Coach Mi-
chelle Gromacki her No. 400 career win. 

The CSUF softball program was picked to fin-
ish No. 6 this year by the Big West coaches in a 
preseason poll, but they have come out red hot 
to open Big West play with series wins over UC 
Santa Barbara and UC Riverside, and a series 
sweep last weekend over Cal Poly SLO.

As the lone first place team at 7-2 in the Big 
West, the Titans will not be able to let their 
guard down because Long Beach State, Pacific 
and UC Santa Barbara all remain within striking 
distance at 6-3 in conference. 

The bats need to stay hot, and the team needs 
to remain aggressive on the base paths if they 
hope to stay in first place and earn their 26th 
all-time invite to postseason play.  

The Titans have already faced the nation’s best 
team in a close 5-2 loss to Michigan and could 
compete with anyone due to the great perfor-
mances in the circle this year by their ace, senior 
right-hander Ari Cervantes. 

She ranks as one of the Big West’s top pitchers 
and has earned herself two shared Big West Con-
ference Pitcher of the Week awards this season. 

She has bounced back from her 6-19 record 
in 2010 to go 12-10 so far in the 2011 season.

The softball team is clutch when it counts 

too, going 3-1 in extra-inning games this season 
and getting four walk-off game-winning hits by 
Johnson, senior first baseman K.C. Craddick 
and sophomore left fielder Ashley Carter (John-
son with two). 

The Titans have won 10 of their last 13 games 
and will need to carry their confidence into their 
remaining three-game sets against UC Davis, 
Pacific, Long Beach State and Cal State North-
ridge. 

Like the Titans, Long Beach State and Pacif-
ic have already improved from their win totals 
from last season and will be looking to dethrone 
the Titans from first place. 

UC Davis will be looking forward to getting 
back on the field against the Titans because they 
just got swept in three games by Long Beach 
State last weekend. 

The Titans have already made history this year 
with their program’s 1,000th all-time win and 
second win over a Pac-10 school this season in 
their 3-2 win over Oregon State March 6. 

Friday they will have another chance at mak-
ing history, and in June they could be playing 
for it all at the women’s softball championship in 
Oklahoma City, Okla.

JEFF PRENOVOST
Daily Titan

Titans land No.1 spot after win streak
 Calling Signals... Softball will face defending co-champions UC Davis in search of sixth straight victory

Junior shortstop Adriana Martinez looks after recording a hit. Martinez went 3 for 4 with two runs scored in the 11-8 victory over Cal Poly San Luis Obispo Sunday.
CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan

A coach is one who teaches. A player 
is one who learns from that teaching. 
A player-coach, on the other hand, is a 
difficult, rare species in sports. 

This uncommon position is one the 
Cal State Fullerton men’s volleyball 
club is all too familiar with this season. 
After dismissing the head coach from 
the team last year, CSUF is now solely 
coached by player-coaches who now 
have to jump back and forth between 
coaching the team and playing on it.

Senior Colby Egkan and junior Bri-
an Dow, both marketing majors, and 
John Pekcan, a junior mechanical engi-
neering major, have stepped up as the 
player-coaches for the men’s volleyball 
squad this season. 

“It kind of sucks without a head 
coach on our team,” said Dow. “There’s 
no real leadership or true leader of the 
team; no one to make the hard deci-
sions.”

The team is faced with new chal-
lenges every time they take the court; 
the hardest one is deciding who plays 
and who doesn’t. Egkan, Pekcan and 
Dow are the ones who decide the 
starting lineup and who plays on their 
team.         

“The most experienced at that po-
sition will play and start in the game; 
that is the best way to decide it,” said 
Pekcan. “It’s also about how you play, 
but seniority is a big factor on our 
team.”

With no head coach, the team is al-
ways left wondering what went wrong 
with no outside-the-court perspective.

“It’s hard to critique ourselves in 
practice when no one knows exactly 
what we are doing wrong in the first 
place. The hardest problem is recogniz-
ing the mistakes,” said Egkan.

Egkan, Pekcan and Dow said they 
don’t have a variety of drills to work on 
certain skills like a head coach would 
have in his arsenal.

“Practice only goes smoothly be-
cause we do the same drills every time. 
We practice the stuff we want to, not 

the stuff we need to,” Dow said.
Austin Hua, a senior psychology 

major and player on the team, said the 
idea of player-coaches in general does 
not work.

“We need one player-coach to step 
up as the leader of the team,” said Hua. 
“With three player-coaches we some-
times don’t have everyone on the same 
page.”

“I hate being that guy. The worst 
thing about being a player-coach is 
pretending that we have the right to 
pull our own teammate out of a game 
or choose what teammate to start over 
another,” Dow said. “A head coach 
could reinforce a decision like that a lot 
better than we could ever.”

“The team needs an unbiased source 
or person in charge to lead the team,” 
Hua said.

Sometimes when a team has no cen-
ter figure to play for, all they can do is 
play for each other. This is what coach-
es want all along from a team.

“That is our greatest challenge. 
We’re a bunch of 20-something-year-
olds with no sense of goal or direction 
on what we’re fighting for. All we are 
fighting for is our pride, ego and each 
other,” Pekcan said.

These three realize they can’t replace 
what a real head coach would bring to 
a team.

“A head coach would bring struc-
ture and most of all would generate on-
court discipline for our team,” Egkan 
said. “A head coach will evoke fear in 
players, driving up their competitive-
ness and make them play better. That 
is something we cannot replicate.”

Egkan, Pekcan and Dow point out 
that all of this could not have been 
done without major help from the 
CSUF women’s volleyball team and 
Titan Head Coach Carolyn Zimmer-
man.

“The women’s volleyball team has 
helped us more than we can ever say 
with everything from uniforms and 
equipment to supporting us at tourna-
ments and matches. They have meant 
the world to us, and we needed them,” 
Pekcan said.

Men’s resorts 
to double duty

 Men’s volleyball club deals with the struggles 
of enduring a season with no head coach

ALEX GODFREY
For the Daily Titan

Titan snowboarders turn the corner in a boardercross event at Mammoth Mountain.
Courtesy of Aaron Honda

SNOW TEAM: Shredders close out another season



In two years, the Cal State Fullerton 
women’s rugby club has grown from a 
handful of shy players into a sisterhood 
of nearly 30.

Seniors Jennifer Cardoza and Samar 
Dakroub found their calling this sea-
son when they joined, but with the joy 
of graduation also comes the time to 
say farewell.

“It became a place where I feel like 
I belong, and it’s not just a sport any-
more … I’m blood with these girls; I 
absolutely love it,” said Dakroub.

Dakroub spent her first three years 
of college uninvolved in any clubs or 
sports and decided she would pursue 
something out of the ordinary for her 
final year as an undergrad.

Cardoza, 21, a sociology major, said 
she entered the sport knowing nothing 
about it at all, but knew she was look-
ing for the intensity that she didn’t find 
while playing soccer at Baldwin Park 
High School.

“I stopped playing soccer after my 
grandmother passed away, and after 
that I kind of didn’t want to do any 
sports,” said Cardoza.

Dakroub, 22, a psychology major, 
moved to California from Deerborn, 
Mich., where she also played high 

school soccer. She transferred from 
Santiago Canyon College and joined 
the women’s rugby club this season to 
develop her fitness.

“I’m very health conscious. I love to 
work out, and this was kind of just a 
way to get in my cardio four hours a 
week,” Dakroub said. 

But since joining, she said it has be-
come a passion for her. Standing at five 
feet tall, most would not immediately 
figure her for a rugby player.

“I have to say that I love the reaction 
I get from people when I tell them I 
play rugby because I’m not very big,” 
Dakroub said.

The Titans battled Claremont April 
11 to go to nationals. 

“We started off pretty well, really 
strong, but they came back strong as 
well and they ended up defeating us. 
It was heartbreaking, but at the same 
time we worked our butts off this sea-
son and we did well,” Cardoza said.

Cardoza and Dakroub both had 
their hearts set on going to nationals, 
but their minds weren’t on the loss.

“It wasn’t really because we lost, but 
because it was our last time together; 
we were in the huddle and we were just 
crying,” Dakroub said.

Club President Ashley Malone said 
she’s seeing an increase of high school 
and college rugby teams.

“A lot of people think of it as it’s 
mostly a man’s game, but it’s just a 

stereotype that women can’t do these 
kinds of sports,” Cardoza said.

Indeed, some don’t even know the 
sport exists.

“My mom still thinks I play cricket,” 
Dakroub said, laughing. “I don’t know 
where she got that from.”

With no padding and full contact, 
many fear the inevitable injuries. But 
Cardoza and Dakroub are unafraid.

During a game, Dakroub was 
picked up and thrown.

“I thought, oh my God, I’m not 
touching the ground, I’m flying. After 
that I literally hit the ground with both 
of my feet and just kept running, and 
it was just the best feeling,” Dakroub 
said.
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Titan senior Zach Tanida takes a hack at a pitch. The Titans are riding a six-game winning streak and will look to extend it when they travel to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.
CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan

The Cal State Fullerton paintball 
club returned from the 2011 College 
and High School Paintball National 
Championships in Lakeland, Fla., 
placing 14th with uncertainties on 
what next year has in store for them.

The Titans went into nationals 
ecstatic for the opportunity to play 
and potentially win, but soon found 
the competition was stark.

“We were really confident going 
in but as the tournament went on, 
we realized it was a hard bracket,” 
said Aaron Salce, a junior.

The Titans played against teams 
like East Carolina University Pirates, 
Ohio University Bobcats and the 
Texas A&M Aggies.

Although the teams were ex-
tremely skilled, Salce recounts small 
mistakes that cost them the chance 
to win.

“As the day went on we felt the 
teams that were harder for us (to 
compete against) were good, but we 
could have beaten them if it wasn’t 
for the simple mistakes,” Salce said.

“We went in confident and we 
gave it our best shot,” said sopho-
more team captain Kent Marume. 
“I think a couple more practices and 
playing the field a little more, we 
would have pulled out first place.”

Marume recounts the second day 
of the tournament as wet and mud-
dy, where sliding or versatility was 
much more difficult.

The team dynamics have a lot 
to do with the success of the team 
and since the paintball club switches 
members every year with only a cou-
ple that return to play again, the new 
members have to adjust and build 
team chemistry.

Nathan Marton, a freshman busi-
ness major, agrees the inexperience 
took a toll on the team.

“I think it’s just the inexperience 
as a team,” said Marton. “And inex-
perience playing at big events against 
other teams since we didn’t actually 
have a chance playing in that many 
events together.”

Despite the inexperience playing 
together, the team was able to pull 
off amazing trick shots against other 
competitive teams and shock them 
in the execution.

One play included two players 
near the front of the field that would 
hide, and when the noise died down 
they would spin out in what they 
call a “sling-shot” and run toward 
the opponent.

“Teams were thrown off by that,” 
Marume said. “They had no clue 
what was going on.”

The Titans created this play to 
trick the opponents.

 The Titans struggled 
in Florida due to 
inexperience and lack 
of team chemistry

WILLIAM CHEN
Daily Titan

Paintball
finishes 
14th at
nationals

Ailing Titans hunt for next series 

The Titans played clutch last weekend against the 
UC Santa Barbara Gauchos but have some hurdles 
to overcome with injuries on the team as they face 
third-best conference team Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
Mustangs this weekend. The Mustangs are tied for 
second.

The Titans have been hit with an injury plague, 
affecting key players like freshman right fielder Mi-
chael Lorenzen, junior third baseman Joe Terry and 
All-American pitcher junior Noe Ramirez.

Lorenzen sprained his right wrist in the Sunday 
game against the Gauchos in a dive attempt to catch 
the flyball.

Terry suffered an injury to his right hand and will 
be seeing a specialist for recovery treatment.

Ramirez sprained his ankle during practice Tues-
day and it is questionable as to whether he will return 
to start against the Mustangs Thursday night.

All these injuries will affect how the Titans will 
play because the starting pitcher, the formidable out-
fielder and the starting third baseman will possibly sit 

this weekend out.
During the Sunday game against the Gauchos, 

Lorenzen added to the Titans’ run total when he stole 
second and ran home after a single from freshman 
third baseman Chad Wallach in the bottom of the 
fourth. Lorenzen’s awareness and smart baserunning 
will be missed.

The pitching of Ramirez has dried up the offense 
of opposing teams and in game one with the Gau-
chos, he struck out seven players in seven innings.

The Titans are carrying the momentum after com-
ing from behind in two out of the three matchups 
against UCSB, but they will be immediately thrown 
into a three-game Big West Conference series against 
the Mustangs.

This is a time to be confident in the performances 
of past games, but also to gird up other players that 
will step in to play for the injured.

Since Ramirez is questionable to start, junior Jake 
Floethe needs to pitch strong despite his recent strug-
gles on the mound. Floethe has pitched well in the 
past and needs to step back into that all-pistons-are-
firing mentality.

After a perfect eight-inning, six-strikeout perfor-
mance against UC Davis, Floethe was named Pitcher 
of the Week. Floethe was on fire, allowing only two 

hits during the whole game leading the Titans to a 
14-0 victory.

But after this shining performance, Floethe has 
spiraled downward in his pitching game. During 
game one with UC Irvine, Floethe struggled on the 
mound, giving up seven hits and eight runs in only 
3.1 innings. This resulted in a demoralizing 15-3 loss.

With the possibility of Ramirez missing his start, 
Floethe needs to bring the heat back in order to beat 
the Mustangs.

But he has help from junior righty Tyler Pill who 
pitched remarkably well Sunday against UCSB, rack-
ing up 11 strikeouts in eight innings, giving up only 
five hits and one earned run.

In addition, the Titans have Big West Pitcher of 
the Week junior right-hander Colin O’Connell to 
continue pitching well as he did in the series against 
the Gauchos.

During the series, junior southpaw Nick Ramirez 
has been strong in closing out the game and silencing 
the Gauchos in 1.2 innings with two strikeouts and 
only one hit.

If the pitching staff can remain strong and the 
whole team strives to reduce costly throwing errors, 
the Titans have enough talent to win their fourth-
straight conference series against the Mustangs.

 Rounding Third... Baseball will look to keep its hot streak alive despite three injured players 

WILLIAM CHEN
Daily Titan

Women find calling in the unsung sport of rugby
ANDREW KWOK
Daily Titan

The Big West Conference hon-
ored Cal State Fullerton junior Co-
lin O’Connell as Big West  Pitcher 
of the Week. 

This is O’Connell’s first Pitcher of 
the Week honors and third consecu-
tive recognition for the Titan pitch-
ers. The Riverside native didn’t allow 
a single run during the 11.1 innings 
of work he put in over Loyola Mary-
mount University and UC Santa 
Barbara, struck out 13 without a 
walk and allowed only seven hits to 
help lead the Titans to a superb 4-0 
week.

Tuesday at LMU, O’Connell 
started and gave up just two hits 
in six innings while striking out 
four during the Titans’ 5-0 shutout 
against the Lions.

Saturday against UCSB, the right-
hander came in to relieve junior Jake 
Floethe in the second inning and 
proceeded to tie his career-high of 
nine strikeouts in 5.1 innings on the 
bump.

At that point, O’Connell faced 
just one over the minimum through 
his first 8.2 innings before having to 
face five batters in the fifth inning of 
the 5-4 come-from-behind win over 
the Gauchos on Saturday.

O’Connell’s longest relief out-
ing until Saturday was last season at 
San Diego, giving a three-strike-out 
performance, allowing three hits and 
just one run in four innings for the 
win, 13-10.

O’Connell logged his first-career 
save last year in May against UC 
Riverside by going the final four in-
nings without a single run or hit, al-
lowing the Titans a 9-1 victory. 

Last season, O’Connell made 17 
appearances on the mound, four of 
which he started.

 Third straight 
pitcher to earn the Big 
West honors with 11.1 
scoreless innings

FRANCES LEE
Daily Titan

O’Connell 
honored 
after solid
performance 
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set of boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9.

11

Aries (March 21-April 19) You could obsess over the 
details of your partner’s situation, or instead redirect 
that energy toward your own to-do list. This gets more 
accomplished.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Sticking to a practical plan 
presents problems. Others in the group just want to play. 
Bribe them if you must, to get the job done. Promise 
entertainment later.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) You’re nearing the finish 
line. All the pieces are there before you, and all you 
need is to put them together and add a glamorous final 
touch.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) Someone in your household 
is over-thinking today’s schedule. You may need to just 
get started before figuring out the finishing touches.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Don’t let your impulsive ideas 
carry you off task. Instead, harness that imagination to 
make ordinary processes more fun. Best results show 
when you focus wit and energy.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Your self-esteem lies in the 
balance while you wrestle with an associate’s question. 
The group needs to address the situation, to discover 
workable choices.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Questions arise in your work 
that only you can answer. Don’t depend on others. 
Use your own imagination to cast light directly on the 
problem.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Internal dialogue provides 
you a different point of logic. Harmony is the goal, 
and assertive energy is required to achieve it. Imagine 
freedom.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) An older associate takes 
some of your work, so that you can spend time with 
family. Use the time to regroup and rethink a long-term 
decision. Change is good.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You may feel anxious about 
career goals. Pay attention to the mood. You discover 
that the worry isn’t yours. Help someone else to lighten 
it.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Thoughts race as you 
evaluate new data. You didn’t anticipate an important 
development that could change everything. Assess well 
before taking action.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) You may recall a dream 
about something extremely old. Ancient objects or sym-
bols may reflect the need to research and understand 
your roots.
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April 21, 2011

6200

Career Opportunities P/T

Join the Daily Titan
Now Hiring: 

Account Executives!!!

Contact Adrian Gaitan 
(657) 278-4411 

or stop by CP660 with your 
resume or e-mail it to 

agaitan@dailytitan.com

2000
Sperm/Egg Donors

EGG DONORS NEEDED$10,000, plus expenses
We are seeking attractive and intelligent women of all ethnicities.Please contact: 1-800-264-8828 or darlene@aperfectmatch.com

www.aperfectmatch.com     ASRM-SART ID# 1202

Hey! Guess what movie this quote is from!
“All you need is for one per-son to think you’re cool, and you’re in.”
Write your answer on the Daily Titan’s Facebook: www.facebook.com/daily.titan

or 
send a tweet to:www.twitter.com/daily_titan

7600
Room for Rent

*Room 4 Rent*
     Walking distance from

 Down Town Brea & Brea Mall     Call Bobbiejo for Details
        714/292-5660 Cell
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