
Over the last 40 years, there has been an on-
going controversy with fluoride being put in the 
tap water coming out of faucets at home. Many 
studies have shown that the chemical has been 

put into the community drinking water, in the 
hopes of preventing cavities and gum disease. 

Numerous cities across America have pro-
posed this idea in order to stop the disease of 
tooth decay, especially among young children. 
Although the intended purpose seems harmless 
and beneficial, some Americans are still con-
cerned with the effect it is having on their bodies. 

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control (CDC), over 60 percent of Americans 
are receiving fluoride in their drinking water, 
whether they want it or not. Even students ques-
tion if they are exposed to too much fluoride and 
whether or not that has a significant impact on 
their health. 

“I believe that fluoride in the water is a signifi-
cant problem,” said Zach Hazard, 19. “We need 
to raise awareness of this problem by educating 

ourselves. We should all be more aware of this 
issue.”   

Fluoridation is not a well-known topic 
amongst the college community. Sean Mulhall, 
a psychology major, did not know much about 
the issue. 

The Cal State Fullerton lacrosse 
team has found itself in the playoffs 
once again with the help of senior 
captain Mike Ansel.

As an attacker, Ansel scored a 
team-high 63 goals in the regular 
season, not including playoffs; he 
is 14 shy of last season’s total. The 
Titans have won the Southwestern 
Lacrosse Conference the last two 
years and with the help of Ansel are 
trying to go for a three-peat.

Ansel is a humble leader on and 
off the field. He realizes that with-

out the players around him he 
would not play as well as he does 
today.

According to Ansel, he has devel-
oped a good, competitive chemistry 
with Titan sophomore midfielder 
Chris Cole. He is more of the assists 
man and sets up Ansel for the goals.

“Me and him are like Kobe and 
Shaq back in the day,” said Cole. 
“One game he will be hot. Next 
game I’ll be hot.” 

In high school Cole and Ansel 
were rivals and because of this were 
not fond of each other starting out 
as teammates for the Titans. Ansel 
then took Cole under his wing as a 

freshman and helped to make him 
a better player. Now the two are re-
ally good friends.  

“I hope he comes back for one 
more year,” Cole said about Ansel 
returning for his last season. Al-
though Ansel is a senior, he still has 
one more year of eligibility.   

With the help of his team, An-
sel has been able to reach many la-
crosse milestones. He has had back-
to-back 100-point seasons and has 
won SLC Offensive Player of the 
Year in 2009 and 2010. 
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Elected 
ASI official  
removed 
from post

 Kristy Haffner was 
disqualified as a result 
of failing to submit an 
expense report on time

FRANCES LEE
Daily Titan

The ASI Board of Directors met 
Monday to discuss whether or not 
to reverse Kristy Haffner’s disquali-
fication from being elected as the 
representative for the College of 
Natural Sciences and Mathematics 
as a result of a failure to turn in her 
elections expense report by the April 
11 deadline.

The board denied reversing the 
disqualification because Haffner did 
not provide sufficient evidence to 
prove she had turned the report in 
on time.

“I stand before all of you with the 
confidence that I have not violated 
any bylaws as outlined by Associ-
ated Students Inc. Furthermore, I 
can present substantial evidence that 
validates this and solidifies my tes-
timony,” said Haffner. “I received 
the majority votes in the election, 
I submitted an elections expense 
report and the original agreement 
with the election commissioner is 
forthright.”

Haffner won the election by 56 
percent but as a result of the dis-
qualification, runner-up Elizabeth 
Shipley was given the position.

 See BOARD, page 2

Great books make 
really bad movies

 Movie companies tend to cut corners and 
adapt great novels into films that fall short

KYLE MARTINEZ
Daily Titan

You all know that feeling – The 
eagerness of sitting in the movie 
theater, preparing for the start of 
a long-awaited film based off one 
of your favorite books. You have 
a warm bag of buttery, overpriced 
popcorn in one hand, a blue rasp-
berry Slurpee in the other, and as 
the opening credits begin, you and 
the rest of the audience tense in 
your seats in anticipation and ex-
citement.

As the film progresses, however, 

those smiles turn to confusion and 
eventually disgust, and everyone 
leaves the theater feeling a sense 
of betrayal. “How could the movie 
have been that bad when the book 
was so good?”

That question has been asked 
for many years, and for decades we 
have seen beloved and well-written 
novels adapted for film, with the 
movie usually not even being com-
parable to the book and not doing 
the original story justice.

Nearly 30 novels are adapted for 
the big screen every year, according 
to ChasingTheFrog.com, an online 
movie source updated daily.

That is a lot of opportunities to 
ruin a fantastic novel.

And while there have been far 
too many unsuccessful adaptations 
to list, there are quite a few current 
and well-known films that most 
viewers who know the books have 
been displeased about.

The first three Harry Potter mov-
ies were considered a flop by dedi-
cated JK Rowling followers. They 
succeeded in entertaining children 
and those who hadn’t read the se-
ries, but the rest of us were left 
discontent as we picked out all the 
little changes the director made and 
the things he left out.

The later films of the series did 
so well because they stayed true to 
the spirit of the books, and while a 
lot of detail was cut out to fit into 
the three-hour-long pictures, there 
were few significant plot and char-
acter changes.

 See MOVIES, page 5

As senior attacker Mike Ansel prepares for the second round of playoffs, he tells how much he loves this sport. As the Titans ready for 
UC San Diego this weekend, Ansel scored a team-high six goals against the Tritons in a 13-11 loss April 12.

CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan

Two-time All-American attacker
 After back-to-back conference championships, Ansel aims for a three-peat 

 See ANSEL, page 8

DRAKE ROBINSON
For the Daily Titan

Students at Cal State Fullerton who utilize the drinking fountains all over campus are also drimking fluoride. The chemical was added to water in hopes of preventing cavities and gum disease. 
JOHNNY LE / Daily Titan

Fluoride flows in tap water
 The chemical can be found in over 60 percent of drinking water and there is growing concern about its harms

 See WATER, page 2

SARAH FERNANDEZ
Daily Titan



Cal State Fullerton is playing its part in minimiz-
ing the campus carbon footprint. 

This spring and into the fall, the school will have 
workers laying panels on three of the buildings on 
campus. There will be approximately 5,000 solar 
panels (about one-third at each site on campus).

“Each panel will generate 235W of power for a to-
tal of over 1MW of power to the campus. The Des-
ert Studies Center will be a separate 51kW system 
and will completely power that entire complex,” said 
Doug Kind, manager of commissioning and energy 
at the Physical Plant.

 There are four locations on campus where the 
panels will be placed. The Kinesiology and Health 
Science Building will have 1,680 panels. The Per-
forming Arts Building will have 1,764 panels. The 
Eastside Parking Structure will also be joining in with 
1,512 panels. There will also be panels installed off 
campus at the Desert Studies Center.

 Kind said the long-term benefits of lowering the 
carbon footprint of the campus are approximately $8 
million of savings over the 25-year life of the system.  

“The system will remove a total of 16,000 tons of 
CO2 emissions for the campus over the 25-year life 
of the system. Currently, there is not an official mon-
etary value to CO2 reductions,” Kind said.

Kind also added that it is expected to happen in 
California fairly soon. 

“If we used an average value for CO2 offsets, this 
would equate to an approximate value of an addition-
al $1.5 million of savings to the campus that would 
bring the total value of the Solar PV Project to $9.5 
million to the campus,” Kind said.

Jay Bond, associate vice president for Facilities 
Management and campus architect, explained that 
the desire of CSUF regarding sustainability is to be 
as energy efficient and as sustainable of a campus as 
possible. 

“We strive for that in all our projects,” said Bond.
Another project is the campus lighting retrofit 

project that is currently underway. Willem van der 
Pol, director of the Physical Plant, estimated in an 
earlier article by Pamela McLaren that the changes in 
light bulbs, fixtures and lighting controls will bring 
CSUF to the forefront of lighting technology and 
make the campus approximately 20 percent more en-
ergy efficient than it is currently.

Kind said a major goal for the Fullerton campus 
was the very recent signing by President Milton Gor-
don of the President’s Climate Commitment.

“The state of California via AB32 requires a 25 
percent reduction in CO2 by 2020 with an 80 per-
cent reduction by 2050,” Kind said.

 CSUF has two environmentally friendly projects 
planned for 2012 that relate to sustainability, the first 
being the lighting project which will reduce the cam-
pus energy usage and thereby reduce our CO2 emis-
sions. The second is electric charging stations which 
will support electric vehicles by way of the provision 
of Electric Vehicle (EV) charging stations.
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rection printed on the front page. Any incorrect information printed 
on any other page will be corrected on page 2. Errors on the Opinion 
page will be corrected on that page. Corrections also will be noted on 
the online version of the Daily Titan.

Please contact Editor-in-Chief Isa Ghani at 657-278-5815 or at 
execeditor@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report 
any errors.

BOARD: Bylaw violation ruling

“The bylaws state that disquali-
fication is determined from failure 
to submit an election report, and 
no reference to time is dictated,” 
Haffner said. 

“In adherence with this, I sub-
mitted an election expense report. 
It was only after Mr. Prieto’s pre-
miere decision that it was brought 
up that the report being submitted 
after 5 p.m. Tuesday, April 12 con-
stituted reason for my disqualifi-
cation.”

The bylaws clearly state that the 
election expense report was to be 
turned in to Election Commis-
sioner Dominick Prieto by April 
12 at 5 p.m.

“I called her that Tuesday at 
5:11 p.m. and she said she pretty 
much forgot about it,” said Prieto. 
“I also sent out a general email to 
all of the candidates the day before 
the deadline.”

Haffner emailed her expense 
report at 5:40 p.m. Tuesday, 40 
minutes past her deadline, and 
turned it in by hand the next day.

“I decided to disqualify Haffner 
on Wednesday morning after care-
fully reading the bylaws and it was 
clear she had to be disqualified,” 
Prieto said.

Prieto rebutted by showing text 
message printouts to the board 
room of the conversation between 
Prieto and Haffner with the dates 

and times clearly stamped on each 
text message.

The documents show that Pri-
eto messaged Haffner asking for 
the expense report multiple times 
without a response from Haffner.

“People in the past got disquali-
fied for not meeting deadlines,” 
Prieto said. “If I didn’t disqualify 
her, I would not be honoring the 
bylaws.”

Haffner claimed that, “There 
were no clear expectations to con-
stitute what an excuse is to the 
bylaws. I asked for an extension 
without a penalty and got a guar-
antee from (Prieto) that the exten-
sion would be honored.”

Prieto denies that there was a re-
quest or guarantee of an extension 
for Haffner’s elections expense re-
port.

The board unanimously voted 
to deny Haffner’s appeal, stat-
ing she did not “have credible or 
sufficient evidence.”

“I think the elections process 
is fair enough, and she did fail to 
turn in the expense report before 
the deadline and like I told her, 
let this be a lesson, and she should 
learn from this and to find other 
ways to be more involved with ASI 
and she is always welcome,” said 
ASI President-elect Eric Niu. 

“We are a corporation and we 
follow the rules and the bylaws.”

Haffner still plans to stay active 
in ASI because her desire is “to 
serve students.”

 ...Continued from page 1
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Inmates on death row have 
caught a break.

According to the Los Ange-
les Times, California correc-
tions officials have delayed the 
executions of 713 condemned 
inmates until at least next Janu-
ary. Plans of a new death row fa-
cility at the San Quentin State 
Facility have also been canceled 
in a decision by Gov. Jerry 
Brown.

The most recent postpone-
ment was made by San Quentin 
Warden Michael Martel, who 
wanted to replace an execu-
tion team that was trained last 
year. This team of 20 requires 
training and documentation of 
their qualifications. Officials 
declined to state the reason for 
this decision.

This delay has raised specula-
tion among death penalty op-
ponents on whether California 
is following a national trend of 
turning away from the death 
penalty.

In an interview with the LA 
Times, UC Santa Cruz Profes-
sor Craig Haney said the correc-
tions’ slow-moving attempts to 
resume executions and Brown’s 
decision to scrap the facility 
are “examples of the increasing 
signs that the death penalty’s 
days are numbered in the Unit-
ed States.”

California Inmate 
Executions Halted

Brief by Anders Howmann

The 26th annual Kathleen E. 
Faley Memorial Special Games 
will have over 2,500 special 
athletes and over 5,000 high 
school volunteers celebrating 
the largest event of its kind in 
Orange County.

The Games will take place 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the CSUF athletic fields, 
with an opening ceremony 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. featur-
ing Master of Ceremonies Ed 
Arnold, host of KOCE-TV’s 
“Real Orange” program.

Live music, clowns, theme 
characters, display police cars 
and fire trucks, and a barbe-
cue lunch are included in the 
event’s schedule. 

Non-competitive games such 
as wheelchair races, T-ball, 
football and basketball tosses, 
the 50-yard dash and volleyball 
will be held for the athletes.

Every athlete will receive a 
first-place blue ribbon, a game-
day certificate and a commem-
orative T-shirt, and volunteers 
will receive community service 
certificates and commemora-
tive bracelet bands. 

“The Games are a day for 
all-around participation at ev-
ery level. It’s a great feeling to 
know that we can make a dif-
ference for the kids and really 
put a smile on all of their fac-
es,” said Jack Faley of Placentia, 
organizer of the Special Games.

CSUF Hosts 
Special Games

Brief by Andrew Kwok

In the on-going effort to support electric vehicles on campus, CSUF  provides Electric Vehicle (EV) charging stations near the 
Parking and Transportation Office adjacent to State College Boulevard. 

 Courtesy of CSUF Physical Plant

CSUF getting greener
 Solar panels will be installed across campus this year in an effort to 

save money and help the environment by increasing power efficiency 

KAMY WEST
Daily Titan

WATER: Potential risks of fluoride being added to water

“I was never informed before that 
there is fluoride in drinking water, 
and I am very surprised that we are 
not given awareness on this issue,” said 
Mulhall.

According to the nonprofit Envi-
ronmental Working Group (EWG), 
fluoride can be toxic if you expose 
yourself to too much of it. An overex-
posure can cause diseases such as den-
tal fluorosis (loss of tooth enamel) and 
skeletal fluorosis (joint pain, stiffness 
and bone fractures). 

However, according to many sup-
porters of fluoridation, the benefits 
outweigh the potential risks involved. 
Its intended purpose is to prevent cavi-
ties and to keep children and adults 
safe from contracting any form of gum 
disease. 

In addition, the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services has re-
cently announced that it will be reduc-

 ...Continued from page 1

ing the amount of fluoride in tap water 
from 1.2 milligrams to 0.7 per liter. 

“We’ve had to wait too long, but the 
government’s announcement marks a 
belated recognition that many Ameri-
can children are at risk from excess 
fluoride in drinking water and other 
sources,” said EWG’s Jane Houlihan. 

Citizens already receive fluoride in 
other things we use on a regular basis, 
such as dental floss and toothpaste. Al-
though many cities do put fluoride in 
the drinking water for health benefits, 
according to the Yorba Linda Water 
District’s most recent consumer report, 
no fluoride is put into the tap water. 

Fluoride has been occurring natu-
rally in present water supplies, but it 
is not enough to provide harm or even 
dental health benefits. Therefore, it is 
nothing that is detrimental to a per-
son’s health. 

Ali Ornellas, 22, a psychology ma-
jor, believes that fluoride in the water 
can be beneficial. 

“I know it occurs naturally in water 
and that it has many health benefits, 
especially in preventing tooth decay,” 
said Ornellas. “I think the recom-
mended natural levels of fluoride are 
fine and safe for us.” 

A California legislation was passed 
in 1995 that required all major wa-
ter providers to fluoridate their water 
sources, only if someone gave them 
the funds to do so. According to the 
consumer report, California has not 
required the money in order to provide 
fluoridation to the community. 

Here in Orange County, however, 
water is supplied by the Metropolitan 
Water District. Cities like Yorba Linda 
receive water from the Metropolitan 
Water District, as well as from local 
sources such as wells. 

The Yorba Linda Water District 
maintains that it does not fluoridate 
the water itself, however, the water 
purchased through the Metropoli-
tan Water District is fluoridated and 
therefore residents do receive fluoride 
in their water supply. Sometimes that 
water can be a mix of both well water 
and purchased MWD water.  

The YLWD also states on its web-
site that fluoridated water is supplied 
mostly to the east end of the city on 
a regular basis, but depending on sup-
ply, all areas within the city can and do 
receive fluoridated water at some time 
or another.

Trinity Lutheran Christian 
School in Anaheim Hills is 
searching for a graduate stu-
dent to teach English, grammar 
and various genres of writing to 
junior high students.

According to the private 
school’s website, its mission 
is to “partner with families 
in a Christ-centered environ-
ment to provide an education 
that nurtures spiritual growth, 
academically challenges each 
child, fosters emotional health 
and positive social skills, and 
promotes physical wellness.”

Those with a major in edu-
cation, communications, hu-
manities and social sciences, or 
English are desired. The work 
schedule consists of two and 
one half days of teaching on 
block schedule.

Send a fax to Nancy Gill, 
interim principal at Trinity 
Lutheran, at 714-637-6534 or 
visit the Career Center web-
site through the Student Portal 
and search for Trinity Lutheran 
Christian.

Applications will be accepted 
until May 30, 2011.

Private School 
Seeks Teacher

Brief by Carmen Varner

Tap water contains high levels of fluoride, which can be harmful if consumed in large 
amounts and can cause dental problems, joint pain, stiffness and bone fractures. 

JOHNNY LE / Daily Titan
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Islamophobia
plagues the US

 Multicultural center sponsors informal       
sociology discussion about the fear of Islam

CHRISTOPHER PARK
Daily Titan

During the session of Desserts 
and Dialogue, Munira Syeda spoke 
to students about Islamophobia, 
a fear of the Islamic religion or 
Muslims, the increase of Islamo-
phobia and how people must ask 
questions to clear misconceptions 
and misunderstanding on what it 
means to be Muslim.

“In the past couple of years, 
there has been an effort by an or-
ganized minority to divide Ameri-
cans amongst religious lines, and 
we are seeing a tremendous in-
crease in Islamophobia, particu-
larly in the last couple years,” said 
Syeda.

She cited specific examples, 
like Park51, the planned 13-story 
Muslim Community Center that 
is being built two blocks away 
from the World Trade Center, and 
the opposition that grew against 
Park51. Other examples included 
the Temecula Mosque and the op-
position that sprang against that.

The usage of Muslims by politi-
cians as political ammo also attrib-
uted to the increase in Islamopho-
bia, Syeda said.

“We’re also seeing a rise in rhet-
oric when politicians run for elec-
tion or when they’re running for a 
campaign and they’re using Mus-
lims as a political punching bag,” 
Syeda  said.

Again, examples were cited, like 
the rumor of President Barack 
Obama being a closet Muslim 
during his presidential campaign. 
Syeda also brought up that Mus-
lim Rep. Keith Ellison was called 
the “antithesis of the principles 
upon which this country was es-
tablished,” by Rep. Allen West as 
another political example of politi-
cians exploiting and contributing 

to the Islamophobia affecting the 
country today.

In regards to much more recent 
events, like the death of Osama 
bin Laden, Syeda considered it to 
be a victory of Muslims and a great 
opportunity.

“It’s a great thing for our coun-
try and we should use this oppor-
tunity to redouble our efforts and 
engage each other and try to be a 
role model for the rest of the world. 
It is a critical time for us and our 
moral leadership is needed in the 
world right now,” Syeda said.

Syeda fielded a few questions 
from the audience. Many asked 
about what could be done to clear 
up misconceptions of Islam and 
Muslims. Syeda advocated engag-
ing in dialogue.

“Ask us questions, because when 
we engage one another, we can bet-
ter understand one another,” Seyda 
said.

Syeda’s lecture was met with a 
positive response.

“She kind of helped me become 
educated of what Islamophobia 
is and how we get the wrong im-
pression of, ‘Oh, if someone is a 
Muslim they must be radical or ex-
tremist,’” said Lyndsay Madru, an 
undeclared student. “So she made 
us better understand (Muslims).”

“It’s a way to get more in-depth 
information than what they get in 
class,” said sociology Professor Pa-
tricia Literte, who plans and heads 
Desserts and Dialogue. “It’s always 
a way for other students who aren’t 
in the social sciences to get an op-
portunity for them to learn about 
these issues.”

Syeda is the communications 
coordinator of the Southern Cali-
fornia chapter of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations. 

The council strives to create a 
greater understanding of Muslims 
and others who practice the Islam-
ic faith.

The defacement of public property with graffiti is a common way in which gang members mark their territory and retaliate against other gangs in the community.  

 Courtesy of MCT

Social media has taken over the world. Not 
only does it provide another avenue for com-
munication, but it has become a leader in both 
news and marketing campaigns in the past 
couple years.

As the world’s people turned their hearts and 
prayers to the recent tragic events in Japan, the 
web began to create new and exciting ways to 
offer support to those in need. With the age of 
social media continuing to blossom, different 
online media are creating channels to connect 
people in times of disaster and provide aid as 
quickly as possible.

When the magnitude 9.0 earthquake hit Ja-
pan in March, the first response was to find 
loved ones affected and find a way to help. 
Here is where social media stepped up to the 
plate and created vast new platforms to aid in 
the recovery.

Social media first began growing in disas-
ter relief around the time of the earthquakes 
in Haiti and New Zealand. Back then the me-
dium was used more for communication lines 
when traditional phone and cell lines were 
blocked by overcrowding.

It was also used as a way for mass fundrais-
ing in a quick and easy format. By skipping 
the middle man and cutting out calls and let-
ters sent to non-government organizations 
(NGOs), people were now able to log onto 
social media and with the click of a button do-
nate money to those affected.

“It is easy to use, manage and very effective 
from a marketing and a ‘cause’ perspective ... 
(The Haiti earthquake) generated millions in 
donations,” explained public relations Profes-
sor Dean Kazoleas.

Twitter has always been a top pick for in-
stant communication and as far as connecting 
in real time, it is the simplest way to do so. An 
immediate rise in activity on Twitter the days 
after the earthquake were reported on Neilson 

NetRatings Japan, showing that its audience 
grew by one-third to 7.5 million users.

Many Japanese citizens were attempting to 
send news out to the world, while others out-
side the area used the tool as a way to reach 
those within. The social media were able to 
harbor the large amount of communication re-
quests while the majority of phone and cellular 
lines were either down or overwhelmed with 
traffic.

Google launched a Person Finder App ac-
cessible not only on the Internet, but on all 
smartphones that allows for citizens to search 
or provide information about people in the 
area. For those desperately trying to connect 
with friends and family, this app allows for a 
quick search to find out if the person has been 
registered or to add more information for oth-
ers to see.

Websites such as YouTube and Ustream, 
which allow for users to upload their own vid-
eos, also became huge tools in sending updates 
from Japan to the rest of the world. 

More than 9,000 earthquake-related videos 
were posted on YouTube by Friday afternoon, 
according to ABC News.

Ariel Hammer, 20, an entertainment and 
tourism major, researched different videos on 
YouTube to witness the scope of the tsunami, 
saying, “I never knew they could be that strong 
and powerful until I saw the videos … It made 
my feeling for Japan a lot stronger and made 
me want to help them even more.”

One example of the magnitude of the videos 
is Akiko Kosaka, 20, a student at UC River-
side who found her family in a YouTube video. 
Footage from Japanese television was posted on 
the website showing Kosaka’s 24-year-old sister 
holding up a sign to let her know their family 
was OK.

The ability for citizens to record their expe-
riences on their cellular devices has opened up 
a new avenue of citizen journalism that allows 
for the world to be everywhere at once. Seeing 
videos of the catastrophe through the eyes of 
those affected opened up the eyes of the un-

aware public on the other end of the world and 
opened the door for activism.

However, the ability to upload anything 
onto these websites without censorship can 
also create problems in the disaster relief sys-
tem. Entertainment studies Professor Laura 
Triplett disagrees with using social media as a 
form of news, saying, “Facebook content and 
tweets are rarely anything more than personal 
opinion, so while this information is often in-
teresting … it almost always contains some de-
gree of inaccuracy.”

But social media has continued to carry the 
fundraising torch by providing easy and quick 
ways for citizens to donate money. 

A Facebook Causes page quickly arose called 
Help Japanese Earthquake and Tsunami Vic-
tims, which provided quick and easy outlets 
to donate money and so far has raised over 
$195,000. Another website called HelpAttack! 
allows users to pledge a set amount for every 
Twitter or Facebook update and at the end of 
30 days make good on that pledge and donate.

As the tragedy continued to unfold in Japan, 
the world continued to feel helpless and look 
for new ways to aid those affected. 

This sparked a new line of innovations in 
social media, such as the collective art found in 
“Quakebook.”

This digital publication features reflections, 
images and essays of the earthquake created by 
a volunteer team of bloggers, writers and edi-
tors. 

The project started with a single tweet ask-
ing for entries and received over 87 submis-
sions that now comprise the book. 

The publication is in talks to sell for down-
load on Amazon.com, and all proceeds for the 
project will go to the Japanese Red Cross.

As the world continues to evolve, so does the 
Internet’s way of connecting people everywhere 
from London to Los Angeles. 

With the world relying so much on the pow-
ers of the web in times of disaster, one can only 
look to the future for the next great invention 
to bring people together in our darkest hour.

Social media becomes a tool for aid
 In the midst of natural disasters, websites like Facebook are used to connect and donate 

ASHLEY LOERA
Daily Titan

Gang culture is prevalent in Orange County
  Fullerton, Placentia and other neighboring cities examine crime rates due to local gangs 

ANDREW KWOK
Daily Titan

Gangs have an extensive history in 
Orange County, yet many common 
people do not see what is in plain view.  

“Due to the fact that we have the 
gangs in our city, about 80 percent of 
the crime is done by 2 percent of the 
(criminals) that live in the city,” said 
Detective Jose Uceda of the Placentia 
Police Department’s Special Enforce-
ment Detail.

Indeed, gang crime is significant, 
with more than 50 percent of Orange 
County district attorney’s murder cases 
and 60 percent of attempted murders 
prosecuted by the Gang & TARGET 
Units, according to Assistant District 
Attorney John Anderson, supervisor of 
the Office’s Gang Unit.

“Street gangs in Southern California 
are loosely controlled by the Mexican 
Mafia prison gang, who ‘tax’ the prof-
its on local street gang drug sales. The 
Mexican Mafia is able to control the 
streets by controlling the custodial fa-
cilities where many gang members end 
up. The fear of in-custody retaliation 
is enough to gain compliance by the 
street gangs,” said Anderson.  

With some of the more organized 
groups, one might be fooled into 
thinking gang crime is strictly a teen-
ager’s game.

“A lot of the problems are caused 
by the juvies, but that’s because the 
gangsters use the juveniles to do all the 
crimes, because they know … juve-
niles don’t go to prison,” Uceda said. 
“If they don’t see that gang unit on the 
streets, especially on Friday and Satur-
day nights, you start losing it.”

Placentia is a small city of about 
50,000, but if you live in the north-

ern part of town, you may not know 
anything at all about a gang problem. 
Gang members don’t recognize city 
boundaries, so neighboring police de-
partments must have close collabora-
tive efforts, said Sgt. Andrew Goodrich 
of the Fullerton Police Department.

The targeted gangs in Placentia are, 
for the most part, territorial. These 
small neighborhoods have carried on 
a relatively old tradition, dating back 
perhaps as far as the 1940s, in which 
they band together for, among other 
reasons, strength in numbers.

“Historically, gangs were in isolated 
areas and committed crime mostly 
against other gang members. In the 
mid-1980s, gangs grew in numbers, 
size and levels of violence. The coun-
ty reached a peak in gang violence 
in the mid-1990s when the number 
of known gang members exceeded 
19,000 and there were more than 50 
gang-related murders,” Anderson said.

When Uceda is hunting gang mem-
bers, he treats everyone on the streets 
with respect, but has no tolerance 
when he sees a crime being commit-
ted.

“You kind of build a rapport with 
them; some people don’t like you, 
other people do,” Uceda said. “I treat 
everybody friendly … (but) if you’re 
going to go out there and start doing 
dope and start causing a ruckus, you’re 
going to go to jail.”

According to Uceda, big crime will 
normally happen in waves. Feuds break 
out both within and between cities.

“We’ll go out there and work real 
hard and arrest a whole bunch of peo-
ple (and) put a whole bunch of people 
in prison. After they start coming out, 
the crimes start happening again,” 
Uceda said.

While gang crime is still typically 
between gang members, it does create 
problems for law-abiding people, no-

tably in Santa Ana and Anaheim, ac-
cording to Anderson.

“A lot of other stuff they do (does) 
impact the law-abiding citizens that 
live in fear in those neighborhoods 
that those gang members fight in,” 
Goodrich said. “There’s people who 
want to go to work and do their jobs 
and have regular lives, and the gang 
members are making their lives more 
difficult.”

A confirming indication of gang 
activity is graffiti. Paint is sometimes 
inches thick on surfaces that are con-
stantly being tagged on by gang mem-
bers outdoing one anothers’ regional 
groups.

“A lot of cities say, ‘Oh, we don’t 
have a gang problem,’ but you drive 
through the streets and you see the tag-
ging,” Uceda said.

Mexican nationals, many who live 
in gang territory for the low rent costs, 
are known to be victimized because 
they are less likely to report crimes, ac-
cording to Uceda.

It all starts within the family, Uceda 
said.  

“They’re born into the family … 
You see pictures with kids, 3 or 4 years 
old, holding a gun or throwing gang 
signs,” Uceda said. “That’s just their 
way of living … It’s a part of their cul-
ture.”

Even when former gang members 
have been allowed back into society 
and want to legitimize their lifestyles, 
the odds immediately become stacked 
against them, Uceda said.

Not only does it become a struggle 
to obtain work because of criminal 
records, but oftentimes the only place 
left to go is back to the old neighbor-
hoods.

“The moment they walk back into 
the neighborhood, somebody offers 
them, ‘You want to take a hit?’ He 
wants to take a hit, and that’s it. You 

start all over again,” Uceda said. “If I 
was a gang member and I had been 
locked up in jail, I had been shot, 
stabbed, stuff like that, I definitely 
would not want my kids to go through 
what I went through. That would be 
priority to at least offer my kids some-
thing better, a better life than the one 
I have. Some of these people, though, 
they don’t have that concept … They 
don’t care.”

Uceda said although gang culture 
inherently perpetuates itself, he be-
lieves influence from schools and le-
gitimate recreational programs such as 
sports teams at a young age are impor-
tant for keeping youth off the streets 
and out of gangs.

“The other solution is, if you can’t 
educate them to keep them out of 
gangs, then at least we’ll keep them 
off the streets in order to prevent them 
from victimizing other people,” Uceda 
said.

Zero tolerance and maximum in-
capacitation were the main strategies 
of city officials and law enforcement 
throughout the 1990s in Orange 
County, when gang crime peaked, ac-
cording to Anderson.

“While violent criminals must face 
the criminal justice system, a prose-
cution-focused tactic is good at indi-
vidual incapacitation of the charged 
offenders, but not so good at address-
ing the gang problem on a macro level. 
Such an approach can be analogized 
to bailing out the water from an over-
flowing bathtub while ignoring the 
faucet continuing to fill it back up,” 
Anderson said.

“We have come to understand that 
solving the negative issues associated 
with gang participation and violence 
requires a multidisciplinary strategy 
involving a private-public partnership 
that goes well beyond traditional law 
enforcement-focused programs.”

 ANDREW KWOK / Daily Titan
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Late Sunday evening, I was bombarded with text 
messages, emails and news alerts all heralding the 
death of Osama bin Laden. 

Not even an hour after bin Laden’s death was an-
nounced, all the Internet basement-dwellers appar-
ently came out to play. 

Emboldened by the anonymity afforded to them by 
the World Wide Web, certifiable lunatics were posting 
warmongering drivel celebrating the death of Osama 
bin Laden and making wild claims about how America 
is somehow magically more free now that he is dead. 

Yeah, right.
 In a cultic fervor during the famed war on terror 

speech, former President George W. Bush said to all 
the nations of the world, “Either you are with us, or 
you are with the terrorists.” 

This simple phrase provided the framework for U.S. 
foreign policy in the Middle East for nearly 10 years 
and has led directly to a catastrophic overstretch of our 
military and economic resources. 

After being attacked on its homeland, America 
needed a villain — someone utterly detestable upon 
whom we could unload our collective national outrage.

And then along came a spider. A member of a reli-
gious cult with an ominous and foreign name, Osama 
bin Laden was the perfect enemy to unite Americans 
into an aggressive, political hive-mind that overwhelm-
ingly supported shipping our troops off to battlefields 
in desert wastelands they knew absolutely nothing 
about. 

Most Americans were clueless about al-Qaida and 
were even less knowledgeable about this new “Islamic 
fundamentalist” threat we were now facing.

“They’re coming to get us, so we need to go get 
them,” we were told, over and over again. “They hate 
our freedoms,” Bush once famously said. 

We kindly saved the terrorists the trouble of taking 
away our freedoms and sacrificed them willingly on 
the altar of national security. 

America began clamoring for war with countries 
that were totally uninvolved in the 9/11 attacks. 

When people like Rep. Ron Paul opposed the wars 
and anti-liberty laws, they were immediately de-
nounced as unpatriotic pacifists.

2001 was looking an awful lot like 1984 with the 
passage of the USA PATRIOT Act only 45 days after 
9/11. 

Big Brother would be proud; words like “enhanced 
surveillance” and “extraordinary rendition” became 

commonplace in American political vernacular. 
The humiliation continues with the government’s 

use of enhanced pat-downs and radioactive body scan-
ners; today, we can’t get on a plane without having 
to choose between being irradiated or getting sexually 
molested by government officials.

It was also in the post-9/11 hysteria that the courts 
of law were subordinated to the court of public opin-
ion, and we exchanged our justice system for a web 
of remote kangaroo courts run by the United States 
military. 

Ironically, inscribed on the front gate of Guanta-
namo Bay are the words, “Honor Bound to Defend 
Freedom.”

In the mad rush to defend against the unseen mach-
inations of the devilish Osama bin Laden, Americans 
have been surrendering Plato’s Republic for the Levia-
than of Thomas Hobbes. 

As a citizen of an allegedly free society, ask yourself: 
Can a republic survive without the right to privacy, 
habeas corpus, a fair trial or numerous other freedoms 
that are explicitly and implicitly protected in our Con-
stitution? 

Not bloody likely.
Hyping bin Laden as a national enemy and then 

rampaging around the Middle East until we killed him 
cannot be considered a victory. 

It was a death sentence for limited government and 
American primacy in the international system. 

Without that limited government, we will give all 
power and authority to the sovereign as we roboti-
cally engage in the asinine and fascist chants of “USA! 
USA!”

So the next time the government hypes some evil 
dictator or psychotic terrorist as being the devil him-
self (as it is inclined to do), put your thinking cap on 
and cogitate upon the reasons why this new villain is 
public enemy No. 1. In almost every case, the unwar-
ranted hype is manufactured in order to unite the mass 
public behind the policies of the president.

“The people can always be brought to the bidding of 
the leaders,” said Nazi Reichsmarshall Hermann Goer-
ing during the Nuremberg Trials. 

“All you have to do is tell them they are being at-
tacked and denounce the pacifists for lack of patrio-
tism and exposing the country to danger. It works the 
same way in any country.” 

Sadly, we continue to fall for the same ancient, Ma-
chiavellian scheme right here in the land of the free.

by PETER CORNETT

“Politics for the People”

Common Sense 

The bidding of the leaders
 Bin Laden may be dead, but terror in our own country still reigns

Every now and then we turn on 
the TV and see a rally, a demon-
stration on the street, picketing or 
marching of Muslims in a Muslim 
country or in a Western country 
like the UK, and one wonders why 
the followers of Islam are in such 
unrest. They are not marching 
for their freedom, rights, justice, 
equality or peace in the society. 

They do want to have a law 
in their respective country that 
is according to the Holy Quran 
(Muslims’ holy scripture) and to 
the sayings and practices of the 
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be 
upon him), which is known as 
“Shariah.” 

Once the Islamic teachings are 
made into laws of a land, it is 
known as “Shariah law.”

Firstly, one should ponder why 
there is a need for Shariah to be 
imposed. 

If Shariah is not imposed, will 

Muslims stop following Shariah? 
The core values of Shariah are 

declaring oneness of Allah (God) 
almighty, offering prayers, reading 
the Holy Quran, creating peace 
and harmony in the society by 
doing good deeds and abstaining 
from evil, and establishing justice, 
law and order. 

There is not a single country 
that does not allow anyone to 
practice these core values of Sha-
riah. This shows that Shariah is a 
universal concept and a Muslim 
should follow it in personal life. 
Hence, we do not need to enforce 
this law in any country, but rather 
act on it personally.

Secondly, a slight thought needs 
to be made to see who is eligible 
for Shariah. 

An obvious thought would arise 
that Muslims are eligible for Sha-
riah since they follow Islam, the 
Quran and the Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH). 

I wanted to see the Quranic 
perspective toward Shariah, its ap-
plication and regulation. I found 
very compelling evidence against 
imposing Shariah. 

Allah says in the Quran, “There 
is no compulsion in faith.” (Chap-
ter 2: Verse 257) 

This verse signifies that no co-
ercion in any form is allowed, per-
mitted or accepted in Islam.

Another quote from the Quran 
speaks about the importance of 
justice in which Allah says, “Ver-
ily, Allah enjoins justice and the 
doing of good to others, and giv-
ing like kindred; and forbids inde-
cency and manifest and wrongful 
transgression. He admonishes you 
that you may take heed.” (16:91) 

This verse is the essence of Sha-
riah in which Allah commands 
Muslims to do justice, and all the 
moral acts accepted universally. 

Justice has been given the first 
priority, which is the backbone of 
a healthy society. 

If Muslims try to enforce Sha-
riah on non-Muslims, this would 
be injustice to those who do not 
follow the teachings of Islam, and 
therefore would be a negation of 
the above cited verse.

Even to the Prophet Muham-
mad (PBUH), Allah says, “You are 
an administrator; you have no au-
thority to compel them.” (88:22-
23) Here, Allah has ordered this to 

the Prophet of Islam. 
Who are we to impose Shariah? 
This is the reason: Whenever 

Jews came to the Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH) for guidance 
or decisions he would ask them, 
“Would you like your dispute to 
be settled according to the Jewish 
law, or according to the Islamic 
law, or according to the arbitra-
tion?” 

So when the Prophet of Islam 
has set this example for us, how 
can we even think of imposing any 
law on anyone? 

It would be very unjust and an-
ti-Islamic to enforce Islamic laws 
on a Christian or Buddhist or a 
Hindu or any other society. 

If we look at the Islamic world, 
which country do we see following 
Shariah? 

Even if we imagine that a 
Muslim government is enforcing 
Shariah to its entire population 
(which includes other minority 
groups like Christians, Jews and 
other religious denominations), 
what would happen if a Christian 
government enforces Biblical laws 
to its people? 

What would happen if Jewish 
government enforces Talmudic 
laws on their entire population? 

The consequences of this would 
lead all the world to chaos and 
the result would be loss of faith in 
God by all people. 

An even deeper aspect of this 
issue is the interpretation of the 
teachings prescribed by the Quran 
and the Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH). 

Which Shariah interpretation 
should one follow, Sunni or Shi-
ite, or any other sect? 

So it is impossible to imple-
ment the Shariah law in today’s 
circumstances because there is no 
one form of Islam left, so how can 
there be one form of Shariah?

The only form of law Islam pro-
poses is the system based on jus-
tice. This is applicable in all the 
governments of the world unani-
mously. 

Allah says in the Holy Quran, 
“Let not a people’s enmity incite 
you to act otherwise than justice.” 
(5:9) 

This is the teaching of Islam we 
have to follow rather than trying 
to impose Shariah law which will 
create disorder in the society.

When it comes to group projects, sometimes the only person you can rely on is yourself. And when a grade is on the line, that’s not fair.
LUCIO VILLA / Daily Titan

Shariah law. a Quranic perspective
 Laws that should be 

personally practiced 
instead of being forced 
upon others

NAWAS SYED
For the Daily Titan

Two of the most hated words 
on a class syllabus are “group proj-
ect.” They instantly signal groans 
and fear from students across the 
classroom. 

In high school, these projects 
are primarily used for team build-
ing and cooperation between the 
students, but in college, they seem 
to be unnecessary and a blow to 
individual grades. 

It is impossible for a professor 
to assign accurate grades to each 
group member, since there is rarely 
an equal division of labor between 
the members, and the professors 
are unaware of which members 
contributed what to the project. 

There is always at least one 
group member who forgets to do 
his or her job or doesn’t pull his 
or her weight, sending the other 
hard-working members into a 
frenzy the day the project is due. 

Similarly, there is also the stand-
out member who takes control of 
the project and does all or most of 
the work.

“All you need to pass the class 
without doing anything is to show 
up to class and get into a group 
with one to two conscientious, 

studious individuals. 
The hard-working students who 

care about getting a decent grade 
will have no choice but to do most 
or all of the work on the project 
or paper, and your name will still 
appear on it, which equals an easy 
A for you,” wrote Rebekah Haas 
in an article titled, “Why Graded 
Group Projects in College Are Ri-
diculous” for Associated Content. 

Situations like these are unfair 
to individual grades because slack-
ing students will get the same 
grade as the hard-working mem-
bers, and the controlling group 
leader will get the same amount of 
credit as the lazy students.

In some situations, it’s not only 
the labor that is a problem for stu-
dents, it is their group members. 

Not every group is going to be 
made up of best friends and ac-
quaintances, but they may be pop-
ulated with strangers and enemies. 

Some professors might claim it 
is a good way for students to get 
to know one another, but work-
ing with four other people on one 
project isn’t going to help students 
get to know their whole class, nor 
those members, since the purpose 
of the project is for academia, not 
friendship building. 

Besides, this is college! We’re 
not paying thousands of dollars 

each semester to make friends.
Group projects are especially a 

hassle for Cal State Fullerton stu-
dents. 

“Because CSUF is primarily 
a commuter school, it is harder 
for members of a group to get 
together for outside work,” said 
Celestina Hudson, a make-up and 
costume design major. 

“I had a teacher a couple of se-
mesters ago that made us work on 
a project in a group of six. It was 
difficult to work outside of class 
on that instance because many 
of the group members drive over 
an hour to get to campus,” added 
Hudson.

Distance isn’t the only thing 
that makes group projects diffi-
cult; it’s also the coordination of 
schedules that has to be factored 
in when planning meeting days. 

Many CSUF students have jobs, 
homework and personal lives that 
may clash with the schedules of 
their group members, making it 
almost impossible to work on the 
project outside of class.

I’m hoping CSUF professors 
will read this article and realize 
there are too many disadvantages 
to group projects to continually 
make it part of the college cur-
riculum. 

That’s what high school is for.

HEATHER HOUGHTON
For the Daily Titan

Leave the project to me

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

The Daily Titan welcomes let-
ters to the editor. All letters 
must include the sender’s first 
and last name. Students must 
include their majors, and other 
writers must include their 
affiliation to the university, if 
applicable. The Daily Titan 
reserves the right to edit let-
ters for length, grammar and 
spelling. Send letters to Isa 
Ghani, the Editor-in-Chief, at 
DTEditorInChief@gmail.com.
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MOVIES: When Hollywood adapts great novels to the screen, they seem to lose something in their translation

How often does a body double 
complain about not getting rec-
ognized after an actor has won an 
award for the part he or she doubled 
for?

Black Swan is a 2010 American 
psychological thriller film directed 
by Darren Aronofsky and  stars 
Natalie Portman, Vincent Cassel 
and Mila Kunis. 

It was a production that revolves 
around Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake 
ballet, which requires a White Swan 
and a Black Swan.     

The ballet requires a ballerina to 
play both the innocent White Swan 
and the sensual Black Swan. 

Nina (Portman) plays one of the 
dancers competing with Lily (Ku-
nis) for the two parts of the White 
Swan and the Black Swan.    

Both girls had trained hard for 
these parts for several months, put-
ting in countless hours to learn how 
to dance like the professionals they 
would be portraying on the big 
screen. 

ABT dancer Sarah Lane served as 
a “dance double” for Portman in the 
film. 

The controversy that surrounds 
the movie is Lane’s attempt to get 
acknowledged for her part as a stunt 
double in the movie.      

E! online posted quotes from 
Aronofsky and editor Andy 
Wesiblum to release statements, say-
ing, “Here is the reality. I had my 
editor count shots. There are 139 
dance shots in the film – 111 are 
Natalie Portman untouched. Twen-
ty-eight are her dance double Sarah 
Lane. If you do the math, that’s 80 
percent Natalie Portman.”       

Then 20/20 took it a step further 
and asked the film’s editor to go 
back and verify Aronofsky’s percent-
ages. 

Weisblum said, “There are about 
35 shots that are full-body shots in 
the movie. Of those 35 shots, 13 are 
Natalie and then the rest are Sarah. 
But over the overall film, Natalie 
did a lot more than that. I mean, 
she did most of the other shots. It 

was sometimes hard for me to tell 
the difference as the editor; it was so 
close.”

Stefanie Vance, 26, a sociology 
major, felt Lane should know her 
place as a double for an actress. 

“When someone hires a person 
to be a ‘double,’ they need to un-
derstand their role. Obviously this 
ballerina did not. She must have 
thought she was auditioning for the 
movie,” said Vance.       

In an interview with 20/20, Lane 
spoke out in the interview, saying 
how filmmakers are lying about how 
much of the movie’s dancing was 
Natalie’s and how much was hers.       

“They’re completely lying about 

the amount of dancing Natalie did 
in the movie,” Lane told 20/20. “I’ve 
been doing this for 22 years, and to 
say that someone trained for a year 
and a half and did what I did is de-
grading not only to me but to the 
entire ballet world. They threaten 
the entire principle of ballet and I 
feel like I need to say something.”

Rachel Rodgers, 26, a language 
major, felt Portman was rewarded 
for her acting, not her dancing. 

“Natalie was honest about her 
feelings when asked. To say some-
thing else would have been dishon-
est. Also, Natalie did more than 
dance in the film; she acted, for 
which she was rewarded.”

 ...Continued from page 1

Controversy over Portman in Black Swan

According to the Motion Pic-
ture Association of America 
(MPAA) website, movie theaters 
in the nation draw more people 
than all theme parks and major 
U.S. sports combined. Take that 
and the guaranteed following 
of readers-turned-viewers that a 
book-turned-movie will have, and 
a director is sure to make a profit, 
even if the movie is awful.

In an interview, François Truf-
faut, a French film critic and di-
rector, asked Alfred Hitchcock to 
describe how he adapts a book to 
film. Hitchcock said, “What I do 
is to read a story only once, and if 
I like the basic idea, I just forget 
all about the book and start to cre-
ate cinema.”

While that’s admirable if you’re 
a fellow filmmaker, the readers and 
viewers don’t want a story they’ve 
come to love to be distorted sim-
ply because the director likes the 
“basic idea.”

And assuming this is the mind-
set of many well-known filmmak-
ers, this appears to be the starting 
point of the destruction of novels 
onscreen.

The beauty of novels is that 
they create an intricate image 
in our minds. We bond with the 
characters and interpret the words 
however we wish. Novels can 
delve deep into the complexities 
of a character and spend pages de-
scribing vivid details that help the 
reader to connect.

But when a film comes along 
and messes with those scenes 
and characters we’ve built in our 
minds, our world gets turned up-
side down. As a reader, you take 
on the role of the characters and 
feel what they feel, especially since 
you are able to read at your own 
pace.

When you throw in a potential-
ly awful cast, a cheesy score and 
a failed screenplay, it’s a recipe for 
disaster. With films, we must expe-
rience the director’s vision, which 
can be off or a miss altogether.

Not even an A-list cast can save 
the film when the idea behind it 
isn’t sound.

Take All The King’s Men, a 
book-turned-film with a phenom-

enal cast – Sean Penn, Jude Law, 
Kate Winslet, Anthony Hopkins 
and many others – which was torn 
to shreds by critics and earned a 
lowly 11 percent on RottenToma-
toes.com.

The creation of novels and films 
requires completely different pro-
cesses. 

Novels thrive on details and 
character development, whereas 
films thrive on visual effects and 
are often more simplistic than 
the original novel. As a result, the 
translation gets lost from book to 
film.

The Lovely Bones was a fantas-
tic novel that left the reader feel-
ing the same emotions as the main 
character, a victim of rape and 
murder who watched over her 
family as they suffered her loss and 
searched for her killer.

But translated onto the big 
screen, the viewers saw more spe-
cial effects and visually pleasing 
images but were left feeling little 
emotionally in comparison to the 
novel.

Of course there has to be a Hol-
lywood ending to appeal to mass 
audiences and mainstream Amer-
ica. 

Many moviegoers wouldn’t see 
or enjoy a movie if it stayed true 
to the book, especially if the main 
character dies or some other trag-
edy occurs.

And fitting 300 to 700 pages 
of storyline and character devel-
opment into two hours can be an 
incredibly difficult challenge, but 
it is one that can be tackled and 

conquered by skilled, insightful 
and well-prepared directors.

By themselves, some of these 
films would be half decent, even 
successful at captivating the au-
dience. But the fact that they are 
based off novels that thousands 
and even millions hold dear to 
their hearts puts a lot more pres-
sure on these filmmakers.

And that’s not to discredit the 
directors who do succeed, but it’s 
rare that we see a film that is just 
as good if not better than the liter-
ary work.

Unfortunately, there is little 
we can do to prevent our favorite 
books from being slaughtered in 
Hollywood. One person’s master-
piece is another person’s garbage.

It’s important to look at these 
films as completely separate from 
the novel if you want to actually 
enjoy your movie experience and 
feel like the ticket was $11 well 
spent. You can even see the film 
before reading the book. Or bet-
ter yet, fully expect the film to be 
average so there is little room for 
disappointment.

 In a recent interview 
with 20/20, dancer 
Sarah Lane talks about 
dancing for Portman

KAMY WEST
Daily Titan

Natalie Portman smiles after receieving the Oscar for “Best Actress” for her portrayal of 
Nina, a young dancer who gets the role of a lifetime in the psycho thriller Black Swan.

Courtesy of MCT

Courtesy of Columbia Pictures Corporation

Courtesy of MCT

Courtesy of DreamWorks
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It seems horror movies these 
days have one motive and one mo-
tive only: not to scare, but to use 
as many effects and as much blood 
as humanly possible. 

Is that really what scares people 
these days? Some red corn syrup? 

What happened to the days 
when horror movies not only did 
an excellent job of giving you 
nightmares for six months, but 
addressed social issues? 

Classic horror movies work be-
cause of what they don’t show, not 
what they do. 

With every aspect of pop cul-
ture, there was always something 
that broke the mold. For women 
in rock ‘n’ roll, it was Gracie Slick 
who fronted Jefferson Airplane. 
For concept albums, it was The 
Beatles and Sgt. Pepper. And for 
horror films, it was the 1968 clas-
sic Night of the Living Dead by 
George A. Romero. 

Night of the Living Dead was a 

low budget, black-and-white film 
that followed a group of people 
hiding out in an abandoned house 
in Pennsylvania, trying to survive 
a small army of reanimated corps-
es who are trying to eat them. 

Romero was able to take his 
$114,000 budget and create a film 
that grossed $12 million domesti-
cally and $18 million internation-
ally after years of re-releases and 
sequels.

Not only is this film the foun-
dation for every horror movie that 
followed, its social commentary is 
undeniable. 

Of course, Romero has never 
admitted to any of this, stating 
that any social commentary was 
purely coincidental. But looking 
closely at the film, it’s hard for 
viewers to deny. 

The lead role in Night of the Liv-
ing Dead, Ben, is played by Duane 
Jones, a black actor. Up until this 
time, blacks were portrayed as 
weak and cowardly, but not Ben. 
Ben is resourceful and heroically 
fights throughout the film. 

Romero also focuses on how 
people react when they are forced 
to survive. He was able to show 
how to choose between fight or 
flight, and he does so in a setting 
that had never been explored be-
fore. 

Up until Night of the Living 

Dead, zombie movies portrayed 
the undead as innocent people 
who had been reanimated by some 
form of voodoo and were used as 
slaves by some evil overlord. 

Romero took the concept of 
the undead and instead of making 
them innocent people taken over 
by corruption, he made them pure 
evil. The only goal of Romero’s 
zombies was to eat the flesh and 
brains of their living counterparts. 
The rest, as they say, is history.

This movie is so relevant that 
the Library of Congress chose it to 
be part of the National Film Reg-
istry. 

According to the Library of 
Congress website, films that are 
chosen are done so because they 
are “‘culturally, historically or aes-
thetically’ significant motion pic-
tures.”

The Library of Congress has 
been choosing films to add to the 
registry since 1989. 

Every year, the librarian of Con-
gress chooses 25 films to induct 
and as of now, there are over 350 
films on the list. 

These films are classics. 
Night of the Living Dead is in 

the registry with classics like Casa-
blanca and Citizen Kane. As a side 
note, all except one of the top 10 
movies chosen by the American 
Film Institute are part of the Na-
tional Film Registry; the only one 
not in the registry is Schindler’s 
List. 

All the movies in the registry 
changed the course of not only 
films within their particular genre, 
but films in general. 

According to the library site, 

the goal is to preserve these impor-
tant works for all time. The library 
is also the holder of the largest col-
lection of films and television. 

So what does this mean for 
modern horror? 

Today’s movies generally aren’t 
scary. As was previously men-
tioned, they rely on blood and 
guts to freak people out and that’s 
it. 

People seem to forget what they 
put on film is going to be around 
for a very long time. 

According to the Library of 
Congress site, Librarian of Con-
gress James H. Billington said 
about the list, “Our film heritage 
is America’s living past. It cele-
brates the creativity and inventive-
ness of diverse communities and 
our nation as a whole. By preserv-
ing American films, we safeguard a 
significant element of our cultural 
history.”

Not one recent horror movie 
that exists has even come close to 
Romero’s masterpiece. 

Take the Saw series; it relies 
heavily on killing people and 
showing them being dismembered 
and killed in the worst ways pos-
sible.

 This isn’t horror, it’s just gore.
One can only hope someday 

filmmakers decide to go back to 
Romero’s method and make films 
that not only scare the crap out of 
you, but break boundaries. 

Try something radical and ad-
dress social issues, because that’s 
what is important, and that’s the 
kind of film that deserves to be 
kept around for future generations 
of film nerds. 

 Detour takes a look back at one of the most influential horror films, books and a brand new indie album

The airwaves have once again 
been graced with the precious 
harmonies of Fleet Foxes, as their 
sophomore album Helplessness 
Blues hit shelves and online music 
libraries early Tuesday morning. 
With lead singer Robin Pecknold 
at the forefront, the band has 
teamed up with producer Philip 
Ek once again to create luscious 
melodies and intensely strong in-
strumental arrangements as show-
cased in their 2008 self-titled mas-
terpiece.

Following their first album, the 
Fleet Foxes had a difficult job to 
do in keeping their reputation as 
one of the most influential folk 
bands in the past few years. Since 
the release of their self-titled al-
bum, other indie bands have tried 
to imitate the band’s sincere har-
monies, but none have come close 
to the sheer strength and purity of 
the Seattle natives.

While Helplessness Blues is 
nearly identical in delivery and 
production to their first album, 
few unconventional instruments 
have been added to distinguish 
the tracks. Still, vocal harmonies 
are the centerpiece of Fleet Foxes, 
with melodic George Harrison-
like electric guitar solos and vio-
lins accenting the otherwise mun-
dane arrangements.

The 12-track album isn’t likely 
to match much criticism for nearly 
replicating their first album, but 
for some die-hard Fleet Foxes fans 
the record is a slight let down. The 
wow factor the previous record 

served isn’t present in Helpless-
ness Blues. And while the album 
doesn’t falter and is individually 
very bold, it doesn’t effectively 
hook listeners with shocking har-
monies. It lacks uniqueness and 
ultimately reeks of its eponymous 
Helplessness Blues.  

Previously in 2008, the indie-
folk world hadn’t been introduced 
to such lyrics and harmonies. 
Now, however, it appears that 
everything has been done before. 
Perhaps the band is incapable of 
delivering another perfect album 
like their first, but the attempt 
in Helplessness Blues to add in-
struments and change things up 
shouldn’t go unappreciated.

“It’s definitely an attempt to im-
prove on the first one,” said Pec-
knold in an interview with Rolling 
Stone magazine. “I really love this 
kind of music, and I want to make 
a really awesome example of it.”

24-year-old Pecknold is merely 
a baby in the world of folk mu-
sic veterans. He has been named 
a landmark musician when Pitch-
fork Media, an online indie maga-
zine, named the self-titled Fleet 
Foxes record Album of the Year in 
2008. Following such success, the 
band has toured and played sold-
out shows across the nation.

The immediate fame of Fleet 
Foxes has given the band a huge 
reputation to hold on to, and 
while Helplessness Blues can’t pos-
sibly match up to the past album, 
the charm and naivety of Fleet 
Foxes is still present. With a near-
ly sold-out international tour un-
der their belts, Fleet Foxes will be 
standing in the indie limelight for 
years to come. Fans can only hope 
and beg that the next album will 
hold the instantaneous wow factor 
that the first self-titled album had, 
but until then Helplessness Blues 
will do for now.

Album Helplessness blues by 
Fleet Foxes

 The book chronicles the early days and career 
of one of the most famous bands in rock ‘n’ roll

It’s no secret that Led Zeppelin 
is probably one of the greatest metal 
bands of all time. They were all about 
sex, drugs, rock ‘n’ roll and black 
magic. The English band formed in 
1968 and helped to mold heavy metal 
and hard rock until 1980 when their 
drummer died. 

In 1985, author Stephen Davis 
released his band biography, Ham-
mer of the Gods, which chronicled the 
band from their early days before they 
formed the group all the way through 
their amazingly lucrative career. 

Made up of lead singer Robert 
Plant, lead guitarist Jimmy Page, 
drummer John Bonham and bassist 
John Paul Jones, Led Zeppelin broke 
the mold for heavy metal bands every-
where. 

The book begins with an in-depth 
look at lead guitarist Jimmy Page’s 
early life. As a young man in England, 
Page began playing guitar at a young 
age and soon began making a name 
for himself in the music scene. 

Eventually, Page became so good 
that record companies hired him to 
play guitar on freshman albums for 
bands they felt couldn’t quite cut 
it as a first-timer in the studio. The 
book even recounts how Page was set 
to play in place of Pete Townsend of 
The Who, because they were afraid 
he would be too nervous to get the 
job done. Luckily for Townsend, his 
nerves were stable enough for him to 
record with his band. 

The book also chronicles Page’s re-

lationship with legendary guitarist Jeff 
Beck, who joined the infamous Yard-
birds after English super-rocker Eric 
Clapton left. 

Page would eventually work with 
Beck in The Yardbirds and then take 
over as lead guitar once Beck decided 
he no longer wanted to take part. 

As the book goes on, Davis goes 
through the ups and downs of Page’s 
early career: his formation of the New 
Yardbirds after the original group dis-
banded, the formation of Zeppelin 
and the crazy shenanigans that ensued 
throughout their career. Davis even 
throws in the legendary story about 
the band, a groupie and a mud shark 
– I’ll let you use your imagination for 
that one. 

As good as this book is, it’s been the 
source of much controversy. When 
it was published, the three surviving 
members of the band argued that sev-
eral of the elements within the book 
were untrue, arguing that Davis never 
spent much time with the band and 
got most of his information from a 
guy with a heroin problem. 

Even with the controversy, a book 
such as this that takes an in-depth look 
into the lives of music gods is an amaz-
ing thing to read. 

The book is exciting and full of sto-
ries, not only about the members of 
Led Zeppelin, but other amazing art-
ists like The Who and Eric Clapton. 
It’s the written history of an amazing 
era of music, and it’s something you 
won’t be able to put down. 

After reading this, you will know 
more about Jimmy Page and Led 
Zeppelin than any person probably 
should. So if you’re looking for some-
thing that not only stands the test of 
time, but is full of awesome rock his-
tory, then Hammer of the Gods fits the 
bill perfectly. 

book HAmmer oF tHe Gods

ANNA GLEASON
Daily Titan

KACIE YOSHIDA
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 Horror films have 
come a long way, but 
maybe it’s time to take 
a look at the classics

Courtesy of Image Ten Productions

There’s a reason it’s a classic

Courtesy of MCT

Courtesy of Twisted Pictures

Courtesy of MCT
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Horoscopes

Sudoku

How To Play:
Each row must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9; each 
column must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and each 
set of boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9.

7

Aries (March 21-April 19) Gather around the table and 
weave everyone’s ideas into a plan for the day. Short 
distance travel is a clear option, or an armchair trip with 
a movie.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Each person restates their 
creative plan. Seek consensus to accommodate each 
person’s needs. Then new possibilities for greater 
results spring into view.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Put your energy into respond-
ing to questions and desires of others. You’ll get your 
own way later. Now satisfy what’s up with everyone 
else. Today, do something for yourself.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) If you bring your heart and 
mind to your work today, you create rapport all around. 
You don’t achieve final results, yet everyone zips 
through the creative process.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Coworkers establish their own 
desires early in the game. Listen to the practical ele-
ments, and then see how they mesh with your imagina-
tive plans. Not every piece fits.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Your best bet is to work from 
home. Let others do their own thing, so you can pursue 
artistic or creative interests. Put your passion in your 
brush strokes.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your efforts are self-contained, 
as you complete personal responsibilities and then help 
coworkers with theirs. Dynamics include independent 
use of talents.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Imaginative ideas provide a 
limitless pool for your consideration. Resist the tempta-
tion to merely skim the surface. Dive deep to discover 
valuable ancient principles.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Best results come from 
focused effort today. Logic and feelings connect at a 
high level, allowing innovative productivity to flow 
naturally.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Multiple imaginative ideas 
can drain your energy, if you try to do them all at once. 
Instead, focus on one. The others can wait until later.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Others gather facts while 
you work primarily with ideas. Original concepts must 
suit the data to work effectively. Research further to stay 
on the cutting edge.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Broaden your perspective 
to include interlocking creative paths. An older person 
shows you a trick or two. Then you can celebrate results 
together.
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6200

Career Opportunities P/T

Join the Daily Titan
Now Hiring: 

Account Executives and 
Classified Manager!

Contact Adrian Gaitan 
(657) 278-4411 

or stop by CP660 with your 
resume or e-mail it to 

agaitan@dailytitan.com

2000
Sperm/Egg Donors

EGG DONORS NEEDED$10,000, plus expenses
We are seeking attractive and intelligent women of all ethnicities.Please contact: 1-800-264-8828 or darlene@aperfectmatch.com

www.aperfectmatch.com     ASRM-SART ID# 1202

Hey! Guess what movie this quote is from!
“She treats me like a wicked stepmother in a fairy tale no matter what I say.”

Write your answer on the Daily Titan’s Facebook: www.facebook.com/daily.titan
or 

send a tweet to:www.twitter.com/daily_titan

6200

Career Opportunities

MARKETING ASSOCIATE 
positions available for 

Summer-Fall
Learn more and apply now at 

blueslash.com!
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Former Cal State Fullerton 
baseball star Tim Wallach will 
be enshrined in the National 
College Baseball Hall of Fame 
in Lubbock, Texas July 3.

Wallach, who played first 
base in the 1978-79 seasons, 
helped lead the Titans to their 
first Division I national cham-
pionship in his senior year.

In his junior year with the 
Titans, Wallach set school re-
cords for batting average, home 
runs, RBIs and slugging per-
centage. During the 1979 sea-
son, Wallach topped almost all 
his previous year’s efforts, bat-
ting a staggering .392, with 23 
home runs and knocking in a 
still-school-record 102 RBIs.

Along with capturing a na-
tional championship in Oma-
ha, Neb. in 1979, Wallach went 
on to win a multitude of awards 
during his time as a Titan. In 
his junior year he was named 
SCBA Player of the Year. In 
his senior year he was again 
awarded SCBA Player of the 
Year, named All-American by 
both The Sporting News and 
the ACBA, and won both the 
Golden Spikes Award and The 
Sporting News’ National Player 
of the Year award for best ama-
teur player in the nation.

After being selected in the 
first round of the Major League 
Draft by the Montreal Expos 
in 1979, Wallach went on to 
spend the next 17 years playing 
pro ball. In his career, that saw 
him play for the Expos, Dodg-
ers and Angels, Wallach won 
three Golden Glove awards and 
made the National League All-
Star team five years. Currently 
Wallach is the third-base coach 
for the Los Angeles Dodgers.  

College Baseball 
Honors Wallach

Brief by Wesley Ruscher

While waiting in line to buy her 
cap and gown, Jessica Keck, a gradu-
ating entertainment studies major, 
looked back on the memories she 
made as a member of the cheer team 
of Cal State Fullerton’s Spirit Squad.

Keck, who has cheered for 10 years, 
four of those years spent at CSUF, felt 
all the physically and mentally strenu-
ous practices she dealt with were ul-
timately rewarding. They taught her 
how to grow up and get along with 
different people, all while having the 
added stress of learning to be on her 
own.

“When you’re in college, you’re 
growing into a woman versus a girl 
and you have to be able to balance 
personalities,” said Keck. “There are 
12 girls on the cheer team, so you 
learn to interact with people and deal 
with stress that comes your way be-
cause you’re not living at home any-
more and you need to grow up and 
figure it out.”

Keck learned to balance the stresses 
of practice, classes and her two jobs 
she carried out throughout school in 
order to ease expenses.

“Most of the sports here provide 
scholarships and pay for kids to do it 
– it’s more regulated – but the cheer 
team, we pay for everything and not 
only do we not get scholarships, but 
we also have to pay $700 to $800 each 
season to be on the team,” Keck said.

Her mother, Marilla Keck, often 
challenged her decision to continue 
with extracurricular activities but 
knew being a part of cheer was ulti-
mately the best decision of her life.

“Participating in a program at 
CSUF gave Jess a sense of pride in 
herself and her school,” said Marilla. 
“She was part of something bigger 
than herself and was giving back to 
the college community by support-
ing their teams; she loved every min-
ute of it.”

The team evolved Keck as she got 
older and gained more experience, 
making her a bit of a role model to 
newer members.

Her coach and Spirit Squad co-
adviser, Sam Shen, said Keck doubled 
as a mentor to the younger girls who 
were just starting out who became 
little sisters to her through their big/
little sis program.

“She’s a really good leader in terms 
of practice and a good team member,” 
said Shen. “If I needed help with any 
stunting or choreography, she would 
help out.”

Being a good team member was 
something Keck developed by grow-
ing up in a family that was always in-
volved in sports.

“I have a brother – he was always 
in sports – and my dad always played 
sports when he was a kid, so there was 
the encouragement of sports. Always 
pushing yourself to different goals and 
team sports in general were important 
and that’s what I’ve always been raised 
to think,” Keck said.

Having the mentality of being 
independent while also working as 
a team and balancing her lifestyle 
are attributes her mother believed 
Keck gained while being part of 
cheer.

“Through her experience with the 
team, she has built relationships, 
grown as a person and learned valu-
able leadership and time manage-
ment skills,” Marilla said. “She will 
leave college a confident woman, 
ready to conquer the world.” 

Keck cherishes the relationships 
she built, an opportunity she would 
have never gotten had she chosen a 
different path.

“You meet this whole network 
of people that I would have never 
met,” Keck said. “I have made con-
nections with so many different 
girls over four years, especially my 
coaches who are amazing and have 
been there from the beginning.”

Keck currently works in Los 
Angeles with a talent agency and 
hopes to work in the entertainment 
industry with her degree, but she 
doesn’t see this as being the end of 
her involvement in the sport she 
spent so many years being a part of. 
She hopes to one day coach cheer as 
long as she has the time.

 Graduating senior 
Jessica Keck looks 
back fondly on her 
four-year Titan career

JESSICA DRUCK
Daily Titan

Cheer and beyond

JESSICA DRUCK / Daily Titan

He is a two-time All-American and is striving this year to achieve first team All-American.
Lacrosse may not seem like a well-known sport worldwide, but at CSUF about 200 fans 

come to watch Ansel and the lacrosse team each time. The Titans are currently sitting on a 
3-1 divisional record and 9-5 overall as they approach the postseason. 

“We have gotten better, but the league has gotten better as well,” said Ansel, referring to 
the division’s competition.  

Concordia leads the division, which is somewhat of a surprise because they were strug-
gling in recent years, finishing 1-7 in league in 2009. The better competition makes for more 
competitive games.   

Ansel was introduced to lacrosse in the eighth grade by a close friend. The games that are 
close are Ansel’s favorite moments in lacrosse.  

Not only does he like the heart-pounding last seconds of lacrosse, but he enjoys the 
small things. The best experiences happen for Ansel when the team is traveling 
up and down the coast in a bus.  

“I love traveling with the team and hanging out with the 
team. Some of the funniest stuff happens on the bus,” 
Ansel said. The 
jokes and funny 
stories help the 
team bond and 
help speed up 
long bus rides.

Lacrosse is a 
contact sport 
and the players do not 
wear much padding. Ansel has man-
aged to take care of himself and has never broken 
a bone playing lacrosse, which is good news for parents who 
are too afraid to let their kids play due to the contact.  

Ansel is looked up to by the younger players on the team 
and inspires them to play better. Austin Gracia, freshman 
midfielder, sees himself one day becoming captain by learn-
ing from the Titan captains of today.  

“He’s a good friend and a good leader,” said Gracia, refer-
ring to Ansel. 

Great leaders are those who lead on and off the field. As 
a captain, it’s Ansel’s responsibility to help the new guys. He 
gives them the extra motivation to become better lacrosse 
players. 

The Titans pride themselves as being a team of class and 
good sportsmanship. The lacrosse team represents CSUF and 
Ansel helps make sure the other players remember that. It’s impor-
tant to practice good sportsmanship when traveling to other schools.  

“We are not a dirty team,” Ansel said. “We do our talking with our playing.”
After college Ansel does not plan to continue his lacrosse career. He wants to move on to 

different things, but like any athlete who walks away from a sport, Ansel will miss playing.  
“I want to be there for it,” Ansel said, referring to the future of the team. “Help the young 

kids. Help the future.” 
The lacrosse program is getting better and Ansel wants to be there for it by helping out 

any way he can. 

ANSEL: Go-to guy takes it up another level

 ...Continued from page 1
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