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Not all Cal State Fullerton students 
are equal when it comes to receiving 
health insurance.

Students who enroll with CSUF 
through Extended Education are not 
eligible to receive health insurance be-
cause they are not on campus.

Online students do have access 
to the Student Health and Counsel-
ing Center on the main campus for 
illnesses and emergencies, but may 
have to pay a $45 fee.

Matriculated students enrolled 
in nine units or more can purchase 
health-care insurance by the deadline 
through the CSU health link website. 
Students can read the brochure to 
check what they are covered for and 
then enroll by the given deadline.

According to the CSU health link 
website, in order to be eligible for Blue 
Anthem health insurance through the 
CSU, a student has to be a regular, 
matriculated undergraduate student 
taking nine units or more. The student 
must also be attending classes on the 
main campus or the Irvine Campus.

The brochure on the health link 
website states that “course credits re-
ceived from TV, Internet, video, satel-
lite or any off-campus classes do not 
fulfill the eligibility requirement.”

In a time when more people than 
ever don’t have access to health in-
surance, this requirement leaves a 
lot of students who are furthering 
their education online out of the 
equation and in the cold for low-
cost medical insurance.
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CFA members 
hold protest to 
inform campus of 
upcoming strike
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Members of the California Faculty 
Association marched through 
campus last week protesting wages 
and student learning conditions. 

Scan to viewScan to viewGet up-
to-date 
coverage on 
top campus 
news stories. 

In an effort to combat 
stereotypes and prejudice, 
the Association of Inter-
Cultural Awareness held 
a “Rally Against Hate.” 
The organization’s most 
popular event was held in 
the Quad. 
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Students come together 
for Rally Against Hate
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After a judge ruled that an open 
meetings transparency law does not 
apply to CSU executive pay decisions, 
the California Faculty Association 
(CFA) voted to strike.

Last February, the CSU trustees vot-
ed to increase the CSU campus presi-
dents’ salary range by $20,000 without 
a public notice that would allow Cali-
fornians to speak out about the change. 
The Bagley-Keene Open Meetings Act 
requires the trustees to provide a pub-

lic notice in advance of such decisions 
and to make the decisions in public, al-
lowing people to speak on issues before 
votes occur.

Judge James Chalfant ruled Oct. 25 
that the Bagley-Keene Open Meetings 
Act does not apply to raises in the ex-

ecutive salary range made by the CSU 
trustees.

“The CSU trustees don’t grasp the 
problem of ever-increasing salaries for 
top executives. And in this case the 
court accepted their argument that a 
salary range for executives is a meaning-
less, bureaucratic matter not of concern 
to the public,” said Glenn Rothner, the 
attorney who argued the case. “Increas-
ing the salary range for these executives 
in fact is a meaningful concern for the 
public and should be done openly in 
line with California’s open meetings 
law.”

He said, “We argued that raising an 
executive salary range in a public in-
stitution does matter and it should be 
done in compliance with our public 
transparency law. Those who care about 
full transparency regarding executives of 

public institutions like our state univer-
sity must now turn to the Legislature for 
a remedy.”

The trustees approved a $350,000 an-
nual salary for the new campus president 
of Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in January. 
The CSU did not give the public notice 
that this pay was more than $20,000 
higher than that of the preceding presi-
dent and more than $20,000 higher 
than what the salary range allowed.

It was the exact same day in Janu-
ary when the trustees raised the cam-
pus presidents’ salary range that they 
also approved raising student fees by 12 
percent. These decisions were voted on 
before $650 million was cut from state 
funding for the CSU.

Tune into KROQ’s nationally syndicated talk 
show Loveline on any given night and you’ll hear 
Dr. Drew rant about relationships, sex and any-
thing in between. According to modest statistics 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), HPV is over 10 times more prevalent 
than chlamydia and gonorrhea, and at some point, 
50 percent of all sexually active people will have it 
in their lives. HPV is the most common sexually 
transmitted disease in the United States.

In late October, a government panel advising the 
CDC recommended the vaccination against human 
papilomavirus for boys and young men. This is the 
same vaccine that has been recommended for girls 
and young women since 2006.

Commercials warning women against HPV and 

advising them to get Gardasil shots appeared on 
televisions and in magazines like Cosmopolitan. 
The advertisements suggested the disease was domi-
nant to females only and something men never 
needed to worry about until recently.

There is a vaccine available, but whether men will 
be getting inoculated or not is still up for debate.

HPV isn’t given the glamorous treatment that 
more publicized STDs like AIDS, HIV and her-
pes receive, even though it’s been the root cause of 
nearly all cases of cervical cancer in women and is 
even being linked to throat cancer in both men and 
women.

A recent report in The New York Times stated 
fewer than one-third of girls have been fully vacci-
nated for HPV, despite its recommendation from 
the CDC, in the past five years. 

In 2009, Ricardo Lopez, a student at Cal State 
Fullerton, did research on men around the CSUF 
campus to gauge their awareness of HPV. He found 
that nearly 40 percent of the male students surveyed 
had never heard of HPV. Of the ones who had heard 

of HPV, nearly 90 percent rated their knowledge of 
the virus as “poor.”

With knowledge levels of HPV so low across one 
of the vaccination’s target demographics, it’s difficult 
to say whether boys and young men will be aware of 
the virus to seek the vaccine.  Another obstacle for 
many is the shot’s high price, a factor that may be 
keeping men from getting the HPV vaccine. 

“The high cost is a deterrent for male and female 
students,” said Mary Becerra, director of Health 
Education at CSUF. “We do have the vaccine rec-
ommended as part of the female screening process, 
but over $400 total for the vaccine is a lot.”

With the cost of the vaccine so high for young 
adults, the impetus to get vaccinated may not out-
weigh the price tag for most college students, male 
or female. And as Becerra said, the high cost for 
young adults usually turns students without health 
insurance off to the idea of getting the vaccine.

Cal State Fullerton has a Greek community 
of 30 recognized fraternities and sororities, 
comprised of a total of 1,200 CSUF students. 
Each recognized chapter has gone through the 
costly and time-consuming expansion process 
that brought the national organization to CSUF. 
Each fraternity is subject to the rules of their na-
tional organization, regional requirements and 
school organization guidelines.

There are three fraternities that are not for-
mally recognized by CSUF and operate under-
ground. A fraternity that has gone underground 
is operating outside the fraternal council of 
CSUF. Tau Kappa Epsilon is one of these three 
fraternities.

In February of 1998, TKE was forced to 
clean up its act and its house. When excessive 
noise levels and out-of-control parties led to 13 
city complaints in a six-month period, the city 
threatened to take away its conditional use per-
mit. The CUP allowed the members to occupy 
their house located on fraternity row.

According to a Daily Titan article from Sept. 
15, 1998, the students of TKE vowed to improve 
community and university relations while on a 
six-month probational period with the universi-
ty. Certain conditions were laid out, and accord-
ing the university, the fraternity failed to meet 
them within the allotted time. As a result the 
chapter lost its recognition from the university 
and was banned from CSUF for 10 years.

“It is a privilege to be within the Greek system 
on this campus, it’s not a right. It’s a privilege to be 
able to partake in the system because it’s a commu-
nity,” said Maricela Alvarado, Greek life coordina-
tor for the Office of the Dean of Students.

Thirteen years later, the Fullerton chapter of 
TKE is still functioning as a nationally recog-
nized chapter of Tao Kappa Epsilon, but is still 
not a recognized CSUF fraternity. Although the 
fraternity does not strictly recruit from CSUF, 
many of its 26 members are CSUF students.

This, according to Alvarado, is where the 
problem arises. The fraternity has failed to fulfill 
the conditions specifically outlined in the Volun-
tary Administrative Review, which was given to 
the fraternity when the 1998 incident occurred.  

“In the document it states that once you (the 
fraternity) have fulfilled the conditions, they are 
able to petition to be back in good standing or 
go through the expansion process. TKE has not 
completed or followed the sanctions outlined in 
the Voluntary Administrative Review,” Alvarado 
said.

According to Alvarado, the confidential docu-
ment made it clear to the fraternity that it must 
completely disappear from CSUF, something the 
fraternity has yet to do. In the past, the frater-
nity had CSUF printed on its recruiting shirts, 
named CSUF on its Facebook page and had the 
school listed on its national website, which was 
corrected after CSUF contacted the organiza-
tion.

Strike stems from ruling
Picketers from the California Faculty Association protest next to Aloha Java on campus. The organization will be conducting a one-day strike at CSU Dominguez Hills Thursday.
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Only students who attend class on campus receive health insurance and they 
are encouraged to use the Student Health and Counseling Center.
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Women aren’t the only ones susceptable to HPV
 The HPV vaccination 

helps you and your partner

 After 13 years of operating 
outside the CSUF Greek com-
munity, it’s unlikely TKE will rejoin 
IFC in the near future

 CFA plans one-day 
strikes in response to 
ruling that said trustees 
meetings should be closed

Insurance not received by all

Tau Kappa 
Epsilon still 
underground

 See COURT, page 3

 See HEALTH, page 2 See FRATERNITY, page 2

 See HPV, page 5

Those who care about 
full transparency 

regarding executives of public 
institutions like our state 
university must now turn to the 
Legislature for a remedy.

 Glenn Rothner
Attorney for the CFA
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The annual Media Arts Festival 
was held in Steven G. Mihaylo Hall 
Saturday. 

The film, video and interactive me-
dia competition gives students from 
universities across the CSU the op-
portunity to present their work for 
critical review. This year’s competi-
tion showcased the work of 39 stu-
dents throughout the CSU; two of 
them were CSUF students.

CSU finalists kicked off their 
day with a media-industry mixer in 
which students were able to interact 
with professionals such as Danielle 
Sollinger, producer, Farnosh Man-
zandarni, Disney/ABC Television, 
and Eric Dapkewicz, lead editor for 
the recent DreamWorks film Puss in 
Boots.

Shortly after, keynote speaker Ace 
Norton presented the students his 
reel. He has directed music videos for 
artists such as Death Cab for Cutie, 
Foster the People and Scissor Sisters.

“I don’t believe in talent, I believe 
in hard work,” he explained as he was 
showing his work. He believes this is 
the key to success in the film industry.

Joanne Sharp, director for the 
Media Arts Festival and a full-time 

employee of the Summer Arts orga-
nization, the sponsor for this event, 
explained how important this event is 
for students.

“To give CSU students from across 
the system a chance to submit their 
work for critical review, and also a 
chance to come together to network 
with each other and meet people 
within the industry,” said Sharp.

The CSU Summer Arts program 
offers two and four-week masterclass-
es for college credit in July.

Shelley Jenkins, campus liaison of 
this event and a professor at CSUF, 
works with Sharp in order to determine 
where the festival will take place each 
year. Together they coordinate which 
industry professionals will attend.

“This is a time where students of 
like-minded creativity see what each 
other is doing and a time for them to 
support each other,” said Jenkins. “I 
believe creativity breeds creativity.”

Finalists and their friends and 
family continued with the most an-
ticipated event: the presentation of 
each finalist’s entry. The Rosebud 
Award winners for various catego-
ries were announced throughout the 
presentation.

Cal State Fullerton senior Jona-
than Soto won a first place Rosebud 
Award in the animation category this 

weekend at the 21st annual Media 
Arts Festival.

“I’m kind of shocked, the long 
hours of sleepless nights paid off!” 
said Soto.

The film, which took Soto a year 
and a half to produce, focuses on a 
group of beavers that defend the dam 
they live in from bears.

“I just started doodling and I came 
up with a beaver concept. I went 
from there and all of a sudden Beaver 
Fever was there,” Soto said.

Soto is currently interning at Nick-

elodeon and working on the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles cartoon. He 
hopes to become an animation or 
character rigger when he graduates.

CSUF student Natalie Rodriguez 
was a finalist under the screenplay 
category and placed third for her 
piece titled “Code Red.”

The festival jury consisted of John 
Crye, producer, director and writ-
er; Mike D’Alonzo, producer and 
writer; Tiffany Feeney, DreamWorks 
Animation; Julian Gomez, editor; 
and Todd Sharp, manager, producer 
and writer.
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The death of Kelly Thomas, a homeless 
man in Fullerton, has led to the establish-
ment of the Kelly Thomas Memorial Foun-
dation (KTMF), a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to helping the homeless.

The foundation was established by Ron 
Thomas, Kelly Thomas’ father, in August to 
“give a voice to those that no longer have 
one.” The mission statement on its website, 
KTMF.org, states its goal is to help educate 
communities and provide 
care to the homeless by 
joining forces with other 
charities and agencies.

KTMF is working with 
United Way of LA and 
Orange County, Mary’s 
Kitchen in Orange 
County and the Orange 
County Rescue Mission 
to help raise awareness, 
funds, food and clothing 
to support the homeless, said Dana Pape, 51, 
stepmother of Kelly and assistant to Ron for 
the organization.

KTMF held a benefit concert Sept. 17 
as a reminder of the homeless who are still 

struggling in silence. They raised $3,000 and 
filled a 6-by-12-foot covered U-Haul trailer 
with canned food and clothing. The dona-
tions were taken to a church in Santa Ana 
that feeds roughly 72 to 100 people per day, 
said Pape. Thomas feels the organization 
needs to expand.

“Right now with everything else that is 
going on, the foundation itself is sitting 
idle,” said Ron. “It’s all about getting more 
contacts, more support for the foundation.”

Plans for corporate meetings, which will 
involve following up on 
advertising, donations 
and creating new ways to 
raise awareness, will take 
place Thursdays in order 
to get the foundation 
moving, Ron said.

The coverage given 
to Thomas’ murder has 
led to what Pape calls a 
worldwide following.

“We have been con-
tacted by the United Kingdom, Japan and 
Germany and we have a big following 
through the U.S.,” said Pape. “I’ve sent 
(merchandise) to New York, Pennsylvania, 
Hawaii and Alaska.”

Slogans like “Justice for Kelly” and “I 
am the voice for Kelly Thomas” have been 
printed on shirts, wristbands, hats and more 
to help raise awareness. The items have been 
produced out of the organization’s pocket 
and are for sale on its website. All of the 
money received from merchandise will go 
directly to helping the homeless.

KTMF is taking part in the United Way 
of Los Angeles Home Walk event Saturday. 
The fundraiser is put on to spread the word 
that homelessness can be helped. Thus far, 
the United Way has raised $1.7 million and 
funded organizations enabling 9,000 people 
to move into permanent housing, according 
to HomeWalkLA.Kintera.org. The fundrais-
er will take place at Exposition Park in Los 
Angeles at 9 a.m.

To view the calendar of events and take 
part in the changes the Kelly Thomas Me-
morial Foundation is making, log onto 
Events.KTMF.org.

“Doing something good to help the main 
part of the problem, which is homelessness 
and schizophrenia, I think it’s going to help 
a lot,” said Marlena Castillo, 42, a member 
and supporter of the Kelly Thomas Memo-
rial Foundation. “To do something in Kelly’s 
name, that is going to make a difference.”

Kelly Thomas’ death  
spurs help for homeless

KTMF is participating in the United Way of Los Angeles Home Walk Saturday at 9 a.m.
Daily Titan file photo
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We have been 
contacted by the 

United Kingdom, Japan and 
Germany and we have a big 
following through the U.S.

Dana Pape
Kelly Thomas’ Stepmother
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Associated Students Inc. is 
hosting its annual Camp Titan 
Toy Drive. All donations will go 
to underprivileged children in 
Orange County.

From now until Dec. 8, Cal 
State Fullerton students can go to 
the Titan Student Union lobby 
and donate a new, unwrapped 
toy.

Visitors and the CSUF com-
munity can choose a child’s name 
from the Titan Toy Drive train 
display, which is located inside 
the main lobby.

An age-appropriate gift can 
then be made for the child cho-
sen. Gift cards with the child’s 
name will also be accepted.

Gifts and gift cards with the 
child’s name can then be returned 
unwrapped to the TSU informa-
tion and services desk by Dec 8.

Students at the CSUF Irvine 
Campus can choose a name at 
Student Affairs IRVC-115 and 
then bring an unwrapped gift or 
gift card with a name tag of the 
child chosen back to IRVC-115.

Donations of canned and dry 
food can also be made through-
out November at the CSUF Ir-
vine Campus. All donations can 
be brought to IRVC-115.

For more information about 
the toy drive, please visit Asi.
Fullerton.edu or contact Pamela 
Skawin, Information & Services 
manager in the TSU at (657) 
278-2468.

ASI Hosts Camp 
Titan Toy Drive

Brief by Ross Watters

ROMA VILLAVICENCIO
For the Daily Titan

Critics and film at media festival

FRATERNITY: Tau Kappa Epsilon exists without CSUF

“I understand they are a city-ran 
organization, so they are not at CSUF. 
Also when we say that they need to 
completely cease, it also means no un-
derground. It means that we should 
not have Cal State students that are 
participating in the organization,” Al-
varado said.

Brian Huynh, president of Tao 
Kappa Epsilon and a third-year bio-
chemistry major, said he knew that 
TKE was unaffiliated with CSUF 
when he joined his freshman year. He 
was aware TKE was not a recognized 
fraternity, but found the community 
of the house was more important 
than any campus affiliation. 

“We’re not here because we’re try-
ing to rebel against something, we 
are here because we found something 
that we love, like the guys in the 
house, the things that we all like, it’s 
just the same. We just found some-
where that’s home, away from home,” 
said Huynh. 

In order to meet the conditions 
that were outlined in the Voluntary 
Administrative Review and be allowed 
back on campus, TKE would have to 
first completely dissolve its Fullerton 
chapter. According to Huynh, this is 
something that is too great a sacrifice 
for the men of TKE to make.

“We cherish the moments that we 
have with every person in our group 
and every person that becomes a part 
of this house and goes through it. For 
them to ask us to just disband and get 
rid of everything that we believe in 
is wrong, it’s never going to happen. 
That’s the reason our house never dis-
banded before and that’s the reason 
our nationals still supported us stay-
ing in that chapter,” Huynh said.

Alvarado explained that when un-
derground fraternities come through 
the expansion process, councils are 
not happy about it. They take into 
consideration whether or not the fra-

ternity has followed regulations in the 
past.

“Every time we have events we try 
to make it like we are not affiliated 
with TKE and they’re not affiliated 
with us, simply because they’re not 
a part of the IFC council. Meaning 
that if they do something we’re not li-
able for anything that they do,” said 
Rohullah Latif, president of the Inter-
fraternal Council (IFC) at CSUF and 
a third-year mechanical engineering 
major.

In March of 2010, IFC put a call-
out to national fraternities to invite 
them to submit applications to po-
tentially begin a chapter at CSUF. 
Again, TKE was not selected out of 
the handful of applicants to become a 
CSUF organization, which according 
to Latif, was because other fraternities 
had the potential to offer more to the 
university.

However, Huynh feels his fraterni-
ty is being unjustly punished for the 
actions of students who represented 
TKE 13 years ago.

He went on to say his fraternity 
would eventually like to get back 
in good standing with the univer-
sity, whether it is now or 10 years 
from now. 

 ...Continued from page 1
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The Carl’s Jr. star shines brightly 
at Cal State Fullerton after a survey 
of 100 students revealed that Carl’s 
Jr. is the most popular place to get a 
bite on campus. With over 15 dining 
choices at CSUF, the survey found 
22 percent of students choose Carl’s 
Jr., located next to University Hall, 
as their preferred eating destination.

With a selection that includes 
charbroiled burgers, salads and 
shakes, Carl’s Jr. was popular because 
of its convenience and low prices.

“It’s cheaper compared to the 
places at the TSU (Titan Student 
Union). The prices at the TSU are 
freaking expensive. It has all the 
common fast food that people love to 
eat,” said Ara Zaroyan, 24, a radio-
TV-film and public relations double 
major. “Everything at the TSU is so 
freaking expensive.”

Desiree Ortiz, 21, a public rela-
tions major, feels the same way.

“I like the salads at Carl’s Jr. The 
salads are cheaper than the other 
places on campus and it’s also conve-
niently located close to all my class-
es,” said Ortiz.

The next biggest percentage be-
longed to students who preferred to 
eat off campus, tallying 14 percent 
of students on the survey. Some stu-
dents who preferred not to eat on 
campus cite lack of variety in the 
food selections as one of the reasons. 

“The food selections are too bor-
ing, especially if you’ve been here as 
long as I have,” said Louie Lacap, 

22, a health science major. “There 
needs to be more food stands and we 
should have more food trucks of dif-
ferent varieties.” 

Other students have said prices on 
campus are too high and they can get 
better food elsewhere. 

“I just don’t like the food here. The 
prices are high and I could get better 
quality food off campus that’s worth 
the price,” said Courtney Doan, 19, 
a business administration major.  

The next highest place on the sur-
vey belonged to Togo’s sandwiches, 
which garnered 12 percent of the 
student vote. Togo’s has two locations 
on campus, one in the TSU food 
court and the other in the Nutwood 
Café, inside the College Park Build-
ing. Along with their sandwiches, 
Togo’s also sells soups and salads.

Not far behind Togo’s was Panda 
Express, which received 11 percent 
of the student vote. Located in the 
TSU food court, Panda Express is 
known for its signature, tangy Or-
ange Chicken and Beijing Beef en-
trees. 

The rest of the survey rounds out 
with Garden Cafe at 9 percent, Fresh 
Kitchen at 7 percent, Juice it Up, 
Round Table Pizza and the Gastro-
nome at 5 percent, Langsdorf Ex-
press, Starbucks and food trucks at 
3 percent, and Green Burrito at 1 
percent. 

Other dining locations on campus 
that were not mentioned by students 
in the survey are AJ’s Coffee, The 
Cup and The Pub. 

For more information on campus 
dining, visit CSUF-Food.com

HEALTH: Online students not covered

Heather James, 24, is currently pur-
suing a certificate for business online. 
Due to her work schedule, James is 
unable to attend classes on the main 
campus and feels the health insurance 
policy for online students is unfair and 
leaves many students at a disadvan-
tage.

“I work 40 hours a week and it is 
stressful keeping up with schoolwork. 
My job doesn’t provide health insur-
ance and I thought once I enrolled 
in online classes through CSUF that 
I would have been eligible for some 
type of insurance, but I guess not,” 
said James. 

Robert Flores, coordinator of Stu-
dent Affairs at the Irvine Campus, 
believes all stu-
dents should have 
access to health 
insurance and it 
is something that 
should be shared 
with all students 
before they enroll, 
in case they do 
not know. A stu-
dent at the Irvine 
Campus recently 
had an issue re-
garding access to 
health insurance. 
Due to language in the health insur-
ance brochure, some Irvine students 
were excluded from health insurance. 

“An Irvine student was excluded 
from receiving health insurance in the 
past due to a printing error with the 
health insurance brochure. But as of 
just recently, Irvine students have been 
included for access to health insur-
ance after Dean Cooper cleared it up 
with ASI. It is a shame that one of our 
students had to go through not hav-
ing health insurance due to error,” said 
Flores. 

Susan M. Cooper, Ed.D., dean 
of the Irvine Campus, also believes 
students who are taking any type of 
classes through the college should be 
able to access health insurance. 

“All students, not just those on 
the ground, should be able to pur-
chase health insurance through 
ASI,” said Cooper.

Fred Sanchez, executive director 
of Associated Students Inc., states the 
reason is because students need to be 
on campus to access the health center. 

“The reason why health insurance is 
only for students that attend the main 
campus is because they are encouraged 
to take advantage of the student health 
center on campus,” said Sanchez. 

Fees such as the student health fee 
pay partly for health insurance and the 
health center. This is a fee Extended 
Education students don’t pay. 

“Students who take classes off of the 
main campus don’t pay the same fees 
as admitted, matriculated students 
do. That is a big reason why health 
insurance is not offered to online and 
students who are not admitted to the 
main campus,” Sanchez said. 

James would gladly pay the health 
fee if the oppor-
tunity was given. 

“We don’t have 
the opportunity 
to pay any health 
fee. Online stu-
dents don’t pay 
the same fees, 
and I understand 
that, but it would 
be nice if it was 
offered,” James 
said. 

According to 
the health center, 

online students can come in and be 
seen, but there will be a $45 fee. Stu-
dents who have health insurance show 
their insurance card when seeking ser-
vice at the health center. 

“That fee is fine, but if I need 
prescriptions or medication I 
wont be able to afford it,” James 
said. 

As of now, students taking class-
es through Distance Learning will 
continue not to have health insur-
ance thorough the current CSU 
policy unless they become regular 
students setting foot on campus, 
which is not possible for some. 

“Due to many factors, I am just 
not able to attend the campus. 
Hopefully the policy can change 
soon,” James said. 

Information about the cur-
rent policy can be found at 
CSUHealthLink.com.
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COURT: CFA strike is in response to court ruling on open meeting law

Lillian Taiz, president of the 
CFA, added, “Increasing executive 
pay for the 1 percent is a concern 
for the rest of the CSU commu-
nity. Chancellor Reed’s ‘execu-
tives first’ approach to managing 
a public institution is weakening 
the quality of education on CSU 
campuses. 

“The lack of transparency is un-
acceptable, particularly when the 
chancellor has been cutting back 
on class offerings, laying off teach-
ers, turning away students and 
slamming students with steep fee 

hikes. We will continue to stand 
up for education by taking our 
concerns to the legislature.”

In May, the trustees voted that 
the new San Diego State campus 
President Elliot Hirshman would 
receive a $400,000 annual salary. 

The funding would be $350,000 
a year from the state plus $50,000 
in funds from the campus’ non-
profit foundation. 

According to SDSU records, 
this salary is over $100,000 more 
per year than former President 
Stephen L. Weber.   

“The CSU is the university of 
the 99 percent,” Taiz said. “It used 
to be the best, public higher edu-

cation system in the country until 
Chancellor Reed took over and be-
gan running it like a Fortune 500 
company. He is completely out of 
touch with reality.” 

CSU is currently negotiating 
with the faculty union for a con-
tract to succeed the one that ex-
pired in June 2010. 

According to a letter from Erik 
Fallis, Media Relations manager 
and Public Affairs for the Chan-

cellor’s Office, CSU has not pro-
posed any reductions in employee 
salaries, health-care benefits or 
pensions for faculty.

Faculty from all 23 state univer-
sity campuses will convene at Cal 
States East Bay and Dominguez 
Hills Thursday during a planned 
statewide strike. 

The CSU and CFA are set to 
resume negotiating the new labor 
contracts Friday in Sacramento.

 ...Continued from page 1

At a presentation in the TSU, Manuel Aguilar described the difficult lives of nuns in colonial Mexico. Apart from small breaks, all of their time was devoted to work and worship.
OLIVIA NAPOLI / Daily Titan

A convent perspective

Since 17 years of age, you have 
been preparing for this day. 

Years were spent in secrecy, ev-
ery day consisting of prayers upon 
prayers, this routine only broken 
apart by the 15-minute breaks you 
would receive two or three times 
a day. 

Your body is broken down from 
the masochistic rituals which you 
put yourself through in order to 
suffer for your sins. 

But today it would all pay off. 
Today was the ceremony of profes-
sion and your marriage to Christ 
for the rest of your life.

This is the world which Manuel 
Aguilar, Ph.D., vividly depicted 
during the presentation he gave 

on crowned nuns and the conven-
tional life in colonial Mexico this 
past week at the Titan Student 
Union. Aguilar is the associate 
professor at Cal State Los Angeles 
and received his Ph.D. in Latin 
American studies at the University 
of Texas at Austin.

Women in colonial Mexico had 
two options–marry a man or be-
come a nun. Women who joined 
the convents went in knowing that 
once they entered the walls of the 
convent and married Jesus Christ, 
they would never come out.

Convents were where nuns 
would spend the rest of their lives 
performing their daily rituals. 

Prayer, needle work, cooking, 
reading, writing, studying and 
teaching were the activities that 
consumed a nun’s typical day. They 
would be surrounded by women ev-
ery day and the convent would be-
come their own little city.

“It was a city of women where 
only women had access of every-
thing,” said Aguilar.

Aguilar discussed the story of a 
certain nun who fell in love with a 
monk. This was forbidden among 
nuns, because they were ultimate-
ly married to Christ.

“Jesus Christ would be very an-
gry that you are cheating on him,” 
Aguilar commented.

Ultimately, this led to the nun 
being put inside of a cell, com-
pletely blocked in and left to die 
several years after giving birth to 
the monk’s child in secrecy.

Elena Brenes, a Spanish major 
at CSUF, attended the event and 
was surprised to hear about preg-
nancy in the convent. 

“I’m sure it’s something that 
happened quite a bit, but I was 
surprised to hear it because usu-
ally they silence that. It’s great 
that they can talk about it openly 

now,” said Brenes. 
Ultimately, the lives of nuns 

would lead up to a process called 
the ceremony of profession. 

This is where nuns would lit-
erally sign their lives away to the 
convent and devote themselves to 
Christ. 

One nun, Sor Juana Ines de la 
Cruz, signed in her own blood to 
signify her commitment to her 
profession.

Matthew Kelly, a computer sci-
ence major at Cypress College, 
was surprised by how difficult 
nuns’ lives were.

“I was interested on how hard 
the nuns had it in the 16th cen-
tury. I just love to gather info on 
the past,” said Kelly. 

While the colonial nun no lon-
ger remains, paintings of crowned 
nuns still exist in galleries in New 
Mexico and the U.S., serving as a 
reminder of their past. 

Garnering 12 percent of the student vote, Togo’s was the second most popular restaurant 
according to the Daily Titan survey. Carl’s Jr. received 22 percent of the student vote.

ALVIN KIM / Daily Titan
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 Lecture exposes 
lives of colonial nuns

The reason why 
health insurance is 

only for students that attend 
the main campus is because 
they are encouraged to take 
advantage of the student 
health center on campus.

Fred Sanchez
Executive Director of ASI

Survey shows 
Carl’s Jr. is king



Death is one of the few universal facts every 
human being faces. We’re all living creatures and 
everything that lives will eventually die. 

This relatable topic of discussion has led to 
various theories about when the world will end, 
because just like human beings, the world is 
getting older.

Explanations for the Earth’s final days have 
been developed in what is commonly referred to 
as “The Apocalypse.”

Books have been written and movies have 
been made displaying the catastrophic events 
of the apocalypse for decades. From Cormac 
McCarthy’s bleak, post-apocalyptic novel The 
Road to the countless zombie-based television 
shows and films that top the ratings, the end of 
humanity has captured people’s imaginations 
throughout several entertainment media.

The apocalypse has been predicted countless 
times throughout history, not just in fictional 
platforms, but in historical documents dating back 
centuries. Many religions have their own views 
about the days of the apocalypse. Christianity, 
Islam and Buddhism are just a few of the religions 
that describe the idea in great detail.

Living in America, where Christianity is 
the predominant religion, the Bible’s book of 
Revelation is a recognizable account of the end of 
days. Wars, famine, disease and natural disasters 
are all involved in the book’s apocalyptic setting 

where Christ returns and good faces off against 
evil.

So why is everyone so encompassed with these 
types of ideas? It’s because we’re so uncomfortable 
with questions we don’t have the answers to.

Death, space and the ocean are three common 
topics people know very little about and are 
comparable examples. People’s anxieties toward 
things that are unknown create a massive 

fascination and, in return, various myths and 
falsities are born, which are formed in an effort to 
explain these mysteries.

Instead of carrying on with the present 
time, we develop made-up ideologies for the 
unknown future. It’s the same concept used in 
the formations of various religions that have 
been created throughout history. We need an 
explanation for the things that occur around us 
so we create the answers to our own questions.

Unfortunately, many of these explanations 
were created thousands of years ago when science 
didn’t exist, so people attributed things to the 
acts of gods, goddesses and various supernatural 
powers. There were no explanations for the stars 
in the sky or the dirt on the ground, so humans 
created stories to explain things in nature.

MythEncyclopedia.com describes Native 
Americans’ mythology that heavily revolves 
around Mother Nature, “Underlying all the 
myths is the idea that spiritual forces can be 
sensed through the natural world—including 
clouds, winds, plants and animals—that they 
shape and sustain. Many stories explain how the 
actions of gods, heroes and ancestors gave the 
Earth its present form.”

There’s a reason why, in comparison, far less 
religions have been created over time. Science 
reveals false ideas before they can be considered 
true and adapted by groups of people. If it weren’t 
for science I would still debate whether the Earth 
was flat or if someone could truly walk on water 
or build an arc for all of nature’s animals.

Ironically, Scientology is the newest formation 
of a church throughout history. According to its 
website, Scientology.org, it is “the only major 
worldwide religious movement to emerge in the 
20th century.”

As the world and humanity continues to evolve, 
new theories will form about the end of days, but 
only time can prove their validity. It seems being 
obsessed with the future is a waste of the present.

Manuel Ramos could have been 
called a hero–but he wasn’t.  

Kelly Thomas could have 
been looked at as a villainous 
psychopath–but he wasn’t.

The headline could have read, 
“Cops stop crazy homeless man 
from harming other citizens”–but 
it didn’t.

Instead it tells the story of one 
mentally ill man, who is now 
something more of a symbol, 
being brutally beaten to the death 
by vicious police officers. That’s 
the power of citizen journalism.

With the Kelly Thomas beating 
in Fullerton, citizen journalism 
was thrust to the forefront and 
spawned public outcries against 
the police officers involved. 

It was with average people, 
armed with cell phones and 
cameras, that this local incident 
became a national issue. 

It’s the power that we have 
when we hold a cell phone and it’s 
swiftly becoming an integral part 
of media.

News of the beating, the police 
involvement in the injuries of 
Kelly Thomas, and then his 
eventual death did not come from 
the Police Department. 

The first we heard of this story 
emerged through viral videos, 
pictures and accounts from 
eyewitnesses at the scene.

Paul Detrick of Reason.com 
acknowledges this is not the first 
account of citizen journalism 
making an impact.

“We already know how 
influential citizen video can be 
from the 1991 Rodney King 
beating in Los Angeles,” said 
Detrick.

However, we are now living in 
a society where cell phones are 
more like an extension of a limb 
than an accessory. It’s with this 
technological implant that we are 
ready whenever something needs 
to be caught on camera.

Jarrett Lovell, a criminologist at 
Cal State Fullerton, points out to 
BigGovernment.com that a shift 
has begun, a shift in control “away 
from authority to citizens.” 

The unofficial responsibility 
now lays on us to police the police. 

We have now become the 
watchdog of those who have 
worked for their power, only to 
believe it pushes them above the 
law.

In a Huffington Post article, 
Howard Fineman points out that 
Americans really have never tried 
to limit the amount of news that 
gets out via citizen journalism, 
even as far back as the days of 
Thomas Paine.

“We are the first nation–arguably 
the only nation–in which top-down 
control of the flow of information 
never was seriously attempted.”

This is a good thing. 

As Americans, citizen journalism 
has played an important role in our 
news-making factory. 

It was shoved into the limelight 
with the Kelly Thomas case, but it 
is not the first time it has brought 
to light certain situations that 
would have otherwise been kept in 
the dark.

CNN has started a new website 
specifically for citizen journalists. 
CNN IReport has become a place 
where anyone can tell a story with 
the freedom of a blog, but with 
the sophistication of a legitimate 
news source.

With the Thomas case, citizen 
journalism has played an important 
role–being the voice for a man who 
had his life taken from him.

As the Police Department kept 
quiet on its side of the story, 
allowing no details regarding what 
happened to leak out, video and 
audio from the scene confirmed 
what police would not say. Kelly 
Thomas was brutally beat up by 
cops, particularly Manuel Ramos, 
was Tasered, and eventually died 
because of it.

The most graphic and effective 
piece of evidence in this case is an 
image. A single image taken by 
Thomas’ father while his son was 
lying in a coma bruised and beaten 
to a pulp, days before his death, 
stayed in people’s minds.

It was this image, along with 
all the other accounts, videos 
and audio, that pulled people 
into the story, prompted the 
protests, pushed District Attorney 
Tony Rackauckas to arrest those 
involved, and to establish a world-
renowned memorial fund.

Without citizen journalism in 
this case, Kelly Thomas would 
have been just another bum, just 
another psycho living on the street 
who people would avoid–that 
is, until the swift hand of justice 
in the form of our dutiful law 
enforcement came down and rid 
our society of his presence.

That would have been the story 
we heard.

Thankfully, with technology 
and citizens, who took the news 
into their own hands, we know 
the real story, the story in which 
the men we regard as heroes acted 
like villains, and a man who had 
seen the short end of the stick too 
many times felt the long arm of 
the law beat the life out of him.

In an ideal world, Manuel 
Ramos would’ve been a good 
police officer who didn’t harm 
innocent citizens–but he wasn’t.

In an ideal world, Kelly Thomas 
would still be alive–but he isn’t.

But thanks to those who pushed 
play on their cameras at the scene, 
it pushed people to seek action, 
who in turn pushed Rackauckas 
to press charges against Manuel 
Ramos and others involved, 
proving that citizen journalism 
can give those without a voice the 
ability to find justice.
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Titan Money Matters

Next Thursday is a day I look 
forward to all year. 

As a person who loves food 
(I guess family is cool too), 
Thanksgiving and its week-long 
break from school is a great way to 
relax and recharge. 

Unfortunately (anyone who has 
ever worked retail can agree), the 
joy is short lived. 

The day after Thanksgiving, 
otherwise known as Black Friday, 
can be the most grueling, tiresome 
and stressful day on any employee’s 
calendar. 

Shoppers queue up before dawn 
and lines don’t die down until 
inventory runs out, the stores 
close or the employees faint from 
exhaustion, whichever beats last-
year figures.

This time of year can be a truly 
hellish nightmare, but many can 
attest that they were first hired 
during the holiday shopping 
season. 

From malls to restaurants, all 
of America beefs up on staffing 
to accommodate the flood of 
consumers. 

Even though the most recent 
data from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics shows unemployment of 
the nation’s youth to be in double 
digits, you may have been lucky 
enough to get yourself a job for 
the holidays. 

If it’s your first job, 
congratulations are in order, 
but you may be filled with as 
many questions about your first 
paycheck as you are with questions 
about how to handle a return 
without a receipt.

After you’ve taken the time 
to fill out your direct-deposit 
information (because that’s a no-
brainer, unless you like driving to 

work each time your check is ready 
instead of having it transferred 
in the quiet of night), one thing 
you’ll want to prepare yourself for 
is surprise. 

You may be surprised at how 
large a bite Uncle Sam takes from 
your check. 

You’ve calculated the amount 
of hours you worked in the pay 
period, you’ve crunched the 
numbers on your sales minus 
returns, and you’re thinking of an 
exciting, three-digit number you 

can look forward to, but did you 
include your taxes?

Federal income tax, Social 
Security and Medicare are 
examples of federal taxes you will 
see itemized on your pay stub. 

In the state of California, you’ll 
also see a state income tax and 
a state disability insurance tax 
(this is what CASDI stands for, if 
anyone ever wondered). 

The amount withdrawn by 
these agents varies for several 
factors, such as annual earnings, 
statutory mandates (for example, 
the SDI is no more than 1.2 
percent of wages and maxes out at 
$1,119.79 per employee per year) 
and withholding status.

Speaking of which, the only item 
of those deductions an employee 
has the ability to manipulate is 
withholding. 

However, no other deduction 

has the ability to royally screw an 
employee like withholding does. 
When I worked in retail and on 
commission, one trick many of 
my colleagues used during the 
holiday season was to adjust their 
withholding in a way that allowed 
them to keep more of their 
commissions. 

If done improperly, these 
employees could see Uncle Sam 
keeping more of his commissions 
during tax season.

Withholding is the amount of 
allowances you claim on the W-4 
form when you start a new job. 

Any employee can adjust 
allowances by filling out a new 
W-4 in the human resources 
department. 

By increasing your number 
of allowances, you instruct your 
employer to withhold less of 
your federal income taxes, but in 
doing so you will receive a smaller 
income tax return. 

Even worse, if you don’t adjust 

your allowances back to normal in 
good time (like some of my fellow 
salespeople forgot to do), you 
could end up owing money instead 
of receiving that nice bonus from 
the IRS.

Contrary to popular belief, 
withholding allowances do not 
necessarily equal children. 

Many think that by adjusting 
allowances to three, you are 
claiming three children. 

Actually, the allowances are 
for dependents, which could be 
children but could also be any 
individual the IRS deems as such, 
even someone older than 65. 

One can even claim to be 
exempt from all withholding. 

But here’s the catch, folks: If 
you are already being claimed by 
someone as a dependent (e.g., 
mom or dad), you will not be 
able to claim “exempt” on your 

withholding form.
As a general rule, you can claim 

one for yourself and one if you’re 
single (which means not married, 
people, not Facebook status), but 
that’s it. 

Other allowances are reserved 
for head of house, spouses and 
those dependents you surely don’t 
already have in college. 

If you are still a little unsure 
how many allowances to claim, 
the IRS has a very helpful tool 
on its website to calculate the 
appropriate number.

The withholding calculator can 
be found at IRS.gov/individuals 
and requires that you fill out some 
basic personal information (single 
or married, dependent or not, 
etcetera). 

You will need at least one pay 
stub to fill in the rest of your 
information, such as your year-to-
date earnings and the amount of 
federal taxes already taken out.

If you’re like me, you probably 
won’t want to risk claiming too 
many allowances. 

I prefer to let Uncle Sam take 
a larger bite of my check, because 
I know come April he’ll pay it 
forward. 

Past refunds I’ve received have 
paid for a new computer for school 
and took care of some repairs my 
car needed. 

This year, my refund was enough 
to stash in the bank and pay all my 
bills over the summer so I didn’t 
have to add a part-time job to my 
summer school schedule.

If your first job has you working 
as soon as Black Friday, I’ll be 
praying for your sanity while I 
avoid the malls at all costs that 
day. 

You’re about to be torn apart by 
desperate shoppers looking for a 
deal too good to be true, yelled at 
by a manager who needs to get you 
on break before the company has 
to pay your overtime, and you’ll 
be surprised at how fast the joy of 
the holidays is stripped from your 
holly jolly heart. 

But having read this column, 
one thing that won’t surprise you 
is the breakdown of taxes deflating 
your first paycheck. 

Godspeed, and good luck!

Turkey, sales and taxes

The police beating in Fullerton caused such a ruckus across the country, with 
pictures and video being spread on the Internet for everyone to see.

ALVIN KIM / Daily Titan

Civic duty back 
on the streets

 Justice for Kelly Thomas may have been swept 
under the rug had it not been for the public

HAILEY MORAN
For the Daily Titan

Explaining the virtually unexplainable
 Our society is obsessed with the apocalypse because we don’t really know what to expect

JUSTIN SHANNON
Daily Titan

As a general rule, you can claim one for yourself 
and one if you’re single (which means not married, 

people, not Facebook status), but that’s it. Other allowances 
are reserved for head of house, spouses and those 
dependents you surely don’t already have in college.

Instead of carrying on with 
the present time, we develop 

made-up ideologies for the unknown 
future. It’s the same concept used in 
the formations of various religions that 
have been created throughout 
history. 



Most cases of HPV have no outward symptoms 
in both males and females, which makes the virus so 
dangerous. Females can be tested for it during their 
annual pap smear, but male screening is pretty much 
non existent. Since cervical cancer is almost always 
caused by HPV—   about 90 percent—and men are 
being commonly identified as the carriers of HPV, 
a reason for getting vaccinated is to protect their 
partners. 

“We get vaccinated because we don’t want to get it, 
but partly because we don’t want to get it and expose 
it to the people that it would really harm,” said Sora 
Tanjasiri, Dr.P.H., a professor at CSUF specializing 
in research on cervical cancer. “It’s exactly the same 
for boys or girls, it doesn’t matter, you get vaccinated 
in order to prevent being the vehicle to transmit. If 
you look at it from that perspective, then everyone 
should get vaccinated. It will minimize problems for 
the people it will really hurt.”

Kirk Deming, a history major, said he’d be likely to 
get the vaccine, even at the steep price. 

“Later on, you may have a partner, and you don’t want to 
spread it,” said Deming. “Right now, no, I don’t have that 
kind of money. But there are points in time, even though 
I am in college, that it would be worth spending for that.”
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HPV: Men advised to get shot for human papillomavirus
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Jerome Terrell, 22, holds a differ-
ent value to the word “dedicated” than 
many other students. His commit-
ment to what he does is best summed 
up to the location he finds himself on 
a Saturday afternoon: Cal State Ful-
lerton. 

Many students may say taking 
class on Saturday isn’t a big deal. Even 
adding a few Saturday club meetings 
may not get you into CSUF’s student-
sainthood, but Terrell’s dedication to 
what he does goes far beyond what few 
other students have done to complete 
their education. 

Terrell’s commitment to the En-
gineering Department forced him to 
make his way back to school one week 
after he donated a kidney to his ailing 
mother who had kidney problems for 
the last 40 years.

This is his story:
His mother, Regina Bland, was 

born with premature kidneys, and as 
a result, developed chronic high blood 
pressure.  

“High blood pressure really isn’t 
good for your kidneys and it ended up 
throwing them out,” said Terrell.

Two years ago, things took a turn 
for the worse when Bland was diag-
nosed with renal kidney failure.

According to Bland, Terrell was the 
first to “step up” when she made the 
announcement about her condition.

“He is my only child and we are 
very close,” she said. “I was concerned 
because he is so young. He wanted to 
give up his kidney right away.”

Over the following months Bland’s 
condition slowly worsened, and in 
February she was forced to begin gru-
eling dialysis treatments.   

“You sleep for the rest of the day 
because it is so draining. (Terrell) was 
always calling me up to see how I was,” 
expressed Bland.

Terrell was pressed for time when 
his mother was forced to increase her 
dialysis treatments three times a week 
to four.

“The real struggle was that they 
weren’t doing it fast enough,” Terrell 
said about the grueling process.

He constantly pushed to get doc-
tors and other workers at the hospital 
to pass his papers along at a rapid pace 
in order to qualify him as a donor. It 
usually takes around a week to get tests 
to pass, however it took him longer 
than expected to qualify.

When Terrell was finally cleared for 

the donation, he began a special diet 
and stopped drinking in order to im-
prove the health of his kidneys.

“I was a designated driver for three 
months,” he joked.

Aug. 26, during his second week 
of CSUF’s fall semester, Terrell un-
derwent a six-hour kidney donation 
procedure.

Bland said Terrell’s drive to start his 
recovery showed immediately. She was 
shocked when Terrell, fresh out of sur-
gery, forced himself to walk through 
the hospital with his family in order to 
make sure his mother was OK.  

“I was just expecting a phone call,” 
Bland said.

Terrell’s commitment continued as 
he went back to school the following 
Thursday for an InterClub Council 
meeting.

Terrell said the reason he returned 
to school so soon was because he didn’t 
want to fall behind.

His mother was amazed by how 
much support he had from his class-
mates who offered to carry his books 
and give him rides to class. 

Terrell, now president of the Ameri-
can Society of Civil Engineers CSUF 
chapter, sits as chair of the Engineer-
ing InterClub Council, and he holds 
membership to the National Society 
of Black Engineers and the Society of 
Women Engineers (he chuckles about 
the former when he brings it up).

Terrell is able to cope with the chal-
lenge of balancing everything he does 
on campus. 

“You’ll notice that sleep isn’t that 
important,” he said, followed with 
laughter. 

Barzin Sharifi, 26, a civil engineer-
ing major, commented on Terrell’s 
character and how smart he is.  

“He does really good in every class,” 
said Sharifi. “He’s the nicest guy and 
everyone really likes him. He’s a help-
ful and caring person.”

Now, two months after the surgery, 
Terrell and his mother continue the 
road to recovery. 

Bland, recently off dialysis and 
hoping to get back to work soon, said 
she owes her life to her son. She now 
speaks with the exuberance of some-
one who was given a second chance.  

“He is the best son that I could ask 
for. I gave him life and he gave me life 
back,” she said.

Terrell, on the other hand, doesn’t 
feel quite as strong as before but claims 
he is almost there. With the rate at 
which he is expected to recover, it 
shouldn’t take long at all.

Spring was approaching and the wet and chilly winter of Granada 
was ending. I stopped by the mini-market as I made my way home; it 
was a market enclosed by walls, with a square footage of no more than 
600 feet. 

“Dame una barra de pan, por favor,” (Give me one loaf of bread, 
please) I said as I approached the owner of the mini-market, Abden 
from Morocco, on Plaza Nueva. He always greeted me sweetly with a 
smile. He added a few pears that were just about to spoil in a day or two, 
“Mira, llevate unas peras tambien” (Look, take some pears with you as 
well). He might as well, since he wouldn’t have been able to sell them 
in a few days. 

“Hasta luego!” (Until later!) we both said to each other as I made my 
way through the people who packed the register counter.

Again, I was on the slippery concrete pavement of Plaza Nueva. 
Next door was the owner of La Ventana, an even smaller shop that 
supplied everything from printing materials, mobile devices, tourism 
and nightlife. 

As part of my daily routine, I said “Hola, cómo estás? Hace buen 
tiempo hoy” (Hi, how are you? It’s a nice day today). He smiled and 
replied in concurrence; I continued toward home.

Granada, Spain is known for 
simultaneously having a city life 
along with a small town life. 

When entering Granada, you 
can be fooled by the big city 
that welcomes you, a city with 
a typical main street including 
European fashion stores, bars and 
restaurants, a city that can make 
you think Granada is just like all 
other cities in Spain.

But Granada is a place welcoming 
people who are interested in urban 
life as well as people who want 
to get away from the urban life. 
Walking deep into the Albayzin, 
you realize there is no other city in 
Spain that has as much Moroccan 
influence as Granada.

I finally made my way onto a 
narrow street filled with medium-
sized stones held by concrete, I was 
almost home. Carrera del Darro, 
one of Granada’s oldest streets, 
guided me to my apartment. On my 
left side there were family-owned 
bars and Moroccan-influenced 
shops that sold brown leather 
purses and gypsy pants. On my 
right side I saw flourishing flowers 
and greenery that surrounded all 
sides of the Alhambra.

However, that’s not all that filled the stoned street; a man wearing 
green gypsy pants with a gray, ripped tank top and black greasy hair in a 
ponytail was selling handmade jewelry. It was the typical jewelry anyone 
can find there, especially in El Mirador de San Nicolas. He was selling 
rings, bracelets, earrings and necklaces made of steel and he made a ring 
especially for me after cutting the coil of steel into a smaller piece, then 
twisting it every which way and finally placing a small red stone in the 
middle. It was a ring that looked like wizard jewelry and I liked it.

This was just a taste of what was to come. Once I arrived home, away 
from the city life, I ate lunch and took a siesta, also known as a nap. This 
is common all throughout Spain between two and four in the afternoon. 
Once I awoke from my siesta, I made it to the Mirador de San Nicolas. 

The sun was beating down on the Mirador de San Nicolas, a place 
where children, dogs, hippies and tourists came together to sit on the 
ledge that overlooked the Alhambra. The Alhambra is a palace created 
by the Moors during the Muslim rule of Spain and it’s the history behind 
this monument that makes Granada different from the rest of Spain.

El Mirador de San Nicolas is a viewpoint including dancing, singing, 
music and handmade jewelry. It’s a place filled with hippies and gypsies 
selling jewelry and hashish illegally, yet takes your breath away, a place 
where you can take your book and read on the ledge while overlooking 
the Alhambra and a place of tranquility during the week and gatherings 
during the weekend.

CSUF student took time from classes and school activities to donate a kidney to his mom.
JOEY BECERRA / Daily Titan

She gave him life, now 
he is giving her life back
JOEY BECERRA
Daily Titan

Hasta luego Granada, Spain!

Beyond the main city street with bars and high-fashion retailers is a small-town vibe that’s both quaint and friendly, and full of beautiful scenery that will captivate anyone.
SUSANA COBO / Daily Titan

SUSANA COBO
Daily Titan

HPV is a major cause of cervical cancer. Would you get it to help 
prevent the disease for you and your partner?

Courtesy of AL.com



It’s great to hear the sound of a basketball again – the 
sound of a basketball bouncing on the hardwood, flushing 
the net or that high-pitch squeak a sneaker makes skidding 
along the court. But at Titan Gym the only person running 
the court is junior center John Underwood and the only 
person dribbling is assistant coach Andy Newman. Under-
wood is sprinting from one side of the court and back get-
ting in shape for the Titans’ upcoming game. The rest of the 
Cal State Fullerton basketball team is huddled around Head 
Coach Bob Burton.

It’s his ninth year at the helm of CSUF. Last year’s team 
was plagued with injuries and finished the season 11-20 
along with a first-round exit in the Big West Tournament. 
This year could be different. The addition of four Division I 
transfer students and six lettermen returning makes CSUF 
a contender in the highly competitive Big West Conference.

After Burton breaks the huddle we meet in his office out-
side the gym. His office is messy but organized. Big three-
ring binders are scattered about his office. On top of his 
dresser is the Big West Tournament trophy he won in 2009. 
An autographed picture of Bruce Bowen is hanging along 
the wall. He’s in a gray sweatshirt with a CSUF basketball 
logo and navy sweatpants. His glasses he normally wears are 
resting on his desk. We sit down and chat about his team’s 
new players, the upcoming season and what this year’s con-
ference is going to look like.

Last year your team had a losing record. You can 
mainly attribute it to injuries.

We had injuries and defections. We had a couple of guys 
from the year before we didn’t plan on losing who really 
hurt us. We had scholarships available. Instead of getting 
players who we thought at that time of the year we knew, 
they weren’t going to be very good because it’s late. We got 
three transfers which are really good and that was the whole 
plan on. We knew it was going to be tough. We didn’t know 
it was going to be that tough with the injuries that we had 
with Jer’Vaughn Johnson and Andre Hardy, but hopefully 
it’s going to pay off this year.

This year you have those new players and a lot of expe-
rience with three starters coming back.

Yeah, we got good players coming back who I think 
are really playing great and the three kids that have sat out 
are really good. The only problem is they’ve been injured, 
which is near devastating for us because were not sure if they 
can even play. We’re still not totally sure where they are in 
the whole thing. Omondi Amoke had major surgery on his 
shoulder last year and was out 10 months and he came back 
and hurt it in the blue-white scrimmage. We weren’t sure if 
he got it again or strained it. The doctor felt that he strained 
it, which is good. Today was his first day back with some 
sort of contact. And D.J. Seeley got injured in the same 
scrimmage. I was dying when I saw that. All our big plans 
and two out of three were dropping.

What’s special about the three guys you brought in, 
Seeley, Amoke and Kwame Vaughn?

It started with D.J. and Kwame. They were highly re-
cruited players out of high school, players that Cal State 
Fullerton wouldn’t get out of high school. With Omondi, 
his three visits out of high school were Arizona, USC and 
Cal. Where do you add Fullerton in there? DJ was a top 50 
player in the country out of high school so he committed to 
Cal early. So really the key thing with them transferring, we 
got an opportunity to get some guys who can play at a high 
level. Kwame went to USF. That’s a great level too, and he 
had great success there. All three of them are great players.

You talked about Amoke and Seeley being injured. 
What is their injury status? I saw it was questionable.

It is questionable. I kind of think they are going to play. 
They did pretty good today, but obviously we want to be 
careful with them. I would like to get them in the game 

just to get that rust off them because they haven’t played in 
a year. They’ve literally been sitting there for a year and it’s 
been so frustrating. So I would like to get them in the game. 
And then when we go to Louisiana hopefully they’re back 
into the mix and ready to go.

The problem is getting them in game shape, right?

Yeah, exactly. You know they’re two pretty good in-shape 
guys. The real problem is right there, getting them in game 
shape and the other thing is getting them to play to con-
tact because they haven’t had that. Any time kids get hurt, 
they’re worried, “Am I going to hurt my shoulder?” you 
know, when they get hit. When they can adjust to it is go-
ing to be key for them.

Who’s the guy that’s going to be lighting up the score-
board this year?

We always have a balanced attack. Right now Umipig 
has been terrific. He did well against UCLA, he had 26 in 
the scrimmage. He was un-guardable. And then the other 
night he got into foul trouble and got 16 in the second half. 
So he’s playing just great; we’re really thrilled how he’s play-
ing. And then I think it’s spread all over the place. I think 
Kwame Vaughn could get them, I think D.J. Seeley can go 
out and get them, Omondi can get them or Chin can get 
them if we can get him going. I think Webster is more of a 
guy who runs the team and gives himself up for everybody. 
He’s the ultimate team guy we have playing the three right 
now. He was a point guard last year. He’s just been terrific 
on that part. All he wants to do is play and win. That’s his 
concern.

Something you must be excited about, with all the 
transfers you’ve got, is the depth you have on the team. 
You’re pretty spread out.

Yep. Huge! Especially on the frontline and then getting 
John Underwood eligible was great. 6’9” guy from Mis-
souri, and he’s not in shape either. He hasn’t played since 
half last year. I think down the line he’s going to be really 
good. He’s a high-level guy, 6’9”, long, athletic. So with him 
and the kids we have back, Sedrick Martin, Andre Hardy, I 
think Orane Chin and Amoke can all play inside. We really 
have a lot of depth at the four and five.

Do you know your starting five against Redlands? 
Will it stay the same like against CSULA?

No, I think it’s going to constantly change. We’re really 
competitive and we make it competitive. I just got done tell-
ing them in the end (of practice) that it’s the guys who come 
out and play really hard every day and do their job. I really 
put to the big guys. They didn’t rebound against LA State. 
So I said, “You know the top rebounders are the guys who 
are going to play.” So I’m kind of watching that. So I think 
there’s always an opportunity and we want to play a lot of 
guys. We want to play 10 guys and keep coming at them 
with that kind of pressure. So it can constantly change.

After losing 10 straight games, 
the last six of which were on the 
road, the Cal State Fullerton hock-
ey team put together back-to-back 
victories Friday and Saturday, de-
feating the Long Beach State 49ers 
and the Loyola Marymount Uni-
versity Lions.  

It was Fullerton’s (3-10-0) first 
weekend playing in the Orange 
County area in four weeks and it 
certainly looks like it refreshed the 
team.  

“It was overall a good team effort 
both nights,” said Titan goaltender 
Brandon Heethuis. “After losing 10 
straight it was a little bit humbling. 
We came out and we really had 
nothing to lose.”  

Friday: CSUF 4, LBSU 1
The Titans got goals from four 

different players and Heethuis 
made 35 saves to lead his team to 
its first divisional victory of the sea-
son Friday night at Glacial Gardens 

in Lakewood.  
Despite being outshot 35-29 in 

the contest, Fullerton upset the 
ninth-ranked 49ers.  

Long Beach opened up the scor-
ing in the first period, but Fuller-
ton answered back with a goal from 
forward Jacob Brummett to even 
up the score with just 18 seconds 
remaining in the period.  

The Titans then scored three 
more unanswered goals to secure a 
much-needed victory and gain a bit 
of confidence along the way.  

Forward Alec Censullo scored his 
team-leading seventh of the season. 
Fullerton also got goals from Evan 
Benner and Jessee Sczublewski in 
the victory.  

Saturday: CSUF 6, LMU 2
It was the Titans’ first game back 

on home ice in nearly a month and 
they looked energized, carrying the 
momentum for the majority of the 
60 minutes.

Brummett had a four-point 
night, including three goals for his 
first hat trick of the season, help-

ing the Titans roll over the Lions at 
KHS Ice Arena in Anaheim.  

“We actually kept our compo-
sure, we didn’t freak out with the 
puck, we kept our heads up,” said 
Brummett, who had four goals and 
one assist in the two games over 
the weekend. “We tried to win ev-
ery battle in the corner, tried to get 
more speed and crash the net.”

Crashing the net was huge for 
Brummett, who scored his first and 
third goals right on the doorstep of 
the LMU net. Brummett’s second 
goal came off a perfect snapshot 
from the the top of the right circle 
on a nice breakout play.  

The Titan coaching staff recently 
moved Brummett up to forward 
and it is certainly paying off. His 
physical play combined with his 
speed have been very useful in 
jump-starting the Titans’ offense in 
the last two games.  

Fullerton jumped out to a big 
4-0 lead, leaving LMU off the score 
sheet until five minutes into the 
third period when the Lions finally 
broke through on a five-on-three 
power play to break up Heethuis’ 
shutout bid.

“I felt good tonight, I was suck-
ing everything up pretty well,” 
Heethuis said.     

The Titans answered right back a 
minute and a half later on Brum-
mett’s hat-trick goal and stole the 
momentum back from the Lions.

“These last two games, it feels 
like we really came together as a 
team and we’re starting to finally 
get some consistency between the 
lines and the players,” said forward 
Anthony Webb, who scored the sec-
ond goal of the game for the Titans.

Webb called these two victories 
“huge morale in the locker room.”

“(After losing) game after game 
after game it really gets you down, 
it gets everyone down,” said Webb. 
“This really should help us start to 
turn things around.”

Fullerton hosts the UCLA Bruins 
Friday night at KHS Ice Arena and 
would love to make it three in a row.  

“There are a few adjustments 
we need to make before going into 
next week,” Webb said.
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Titans end skid
SEAN VIELE
Daily Titan

A Titan makes a play between two defenders during the game against Loyola 
Marymount Saturday. The Titans won 6-2 for their second win on the weekend.

Goalie and team captain Brandon Heethuis makes a save during the Titans’  6-2 win over Loyola Marymount Saturday. Heethuis 
allowed only three goals in two games over the weekend. 

ROBERT HUSKEY / For the Daily Titan

Men’s Rugby silents Whittier Poets 

Cal State Fullerton’s unstoppable 
rugby team beat the Whittier Col-
lege Poets in an exciting game Sat-
urday that showcased the experience 
and skill of the club.

The Titans were supposed to 
play UC Irvine and Azusa Pacific 
University on the intramural field 
for the Higgin’s Cup, but the Ant-
eaters and Cougars backed out due 
to complaints about short notice. 
The game was moved to the Whit-
tier College Memorial Stadium 
football field.

Family and friends came out to 
support the Titans at 11 a.m. in 
the light rain and cold. The players 
started off the first 40-minute half in 
full force, making perfectly synchro-
nized passes and ruthlessly plowing 
through the opponent.

“It’s all about giving the players 
the skills and the awareness of the 
game. It’s not like football. They 
don’t have playbooks,” said Head 
Coach Phil Grieve.

There were more than a few el-
bows to the face in a shutout match. 
The Titans scored seven tries in the 
two halves while the Poets could not 
get past the Titans’ defense to score.

One of the most intimidating and 
motivated players on the field, Pan-
ayiotis Papadopoulos, 22, scored a 
couple tries and plowed through the 
other team like they were bowling 
pins. It took more than a few players 
to bring him down.

“We worked a lot on our forward 

play, but we kind of strayed away 
from it which was unfortunate. Go-
ing back into practice we’re going to 
work more on our crash balls and 
doubles in,” said Papadopoulos.

One of the newer guys, Sergio 
Espinoza, scored his first two tries 
as well.

Papadopoulos and Grieve were 
humble about how Whittier per-
formed.

“It was a bit tough on them be-
cause we’ve got a lot more expe-
rience than they have at the mo-
ment. They’ve got a lot of rookies,” 

Grieve said.
Whittier Head Coach George 

Johnston was optimistic about their 
performance. He started coaching 
the rugby team in September.

“Even though we lost, I can see 
improvements in our play with every 
match,” said Johnston.

Each of the players had a burning 
passion to play and improve his per-
formance.

One of the fastest players on the 
field, Christian Abson, was a bit dis-
appointed he didn’t score.

“I was just trying to make sure ev-

erybody else could score,” said Abson.
Whittier also held a social at 

Whittier’s Rugby Clubhouse with 
the Titans as guests.

Although the team has played 
games on the intramural field 
on campus, Grieve wants to start 
playing in the school stadium.

“We’re in the process of trying 
to get that because we want foot-
ball to be back at Fullerton and 
students would have the chance to 
watch our games,” he said.

The Titans begin league games 
in January.

STEVEN YUAN
Daily Titan

The Cal State Fullerton men’s rugby team engages the Whittier College Poets in a scrum during a match Saturday. The Titans dominated 
the Poets after UC Irvine and Azusa Pacific backed out of their scheduled matches. The Titans will begin league play in January.

BRIAN YAMAMOTO / Daily Titan

Conversation with Coach Burton
BLAKE FOGG
Daily Titan

Head Coach Bob Burton enters his ninth season at the helm of 
the Titans. He has high expectations for the team this year.

ROBERT HUSKEY / For the Daily Titan

 See Q&A, page 8

 Fullerton ends its 10-game losing streak with back-to-back wins
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How To Play:
Each row must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9; each 
column must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and each 
set of boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9.
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Aries (March 21-April 19) Home is where your heart is, so 
use your energy to build something there. Simple actions 
add up, one at a time. No need for anything drastic. Take 
a pretty walk.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Your family helps you make 
your dreams come true. Your work is earning admiration. 
Explore and study as much as you can. Keep practicing, 
and be persistent.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Money doesn’t bring happiness 
(although it can seem like such a relief). Find satisfaction 
in love and compassion. That’s your real wealth. Share 
resources.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) You’re out of your shell today, at 
ease and comfortable. You’ve got a secret that you’re itch-
ing to tell, but not quite yet. Wait for romance and travel, 
too. Soon enough.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) If you focus on the limitations, 
that’s what you will get. Among the clouds there are open-
ings and opportunities. Use your intuition like a compass.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You’re becoming more popular. 
Things seem to be coming back into balance. Don’t start 
before you’re ready, and don’t spend beyond the budget. 
Think it over.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Go ahead and consider a career in 
public service, or at least participate in your community at 
a deeper level. Listen to someone who tells the truth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Energy and money are flowing, 
and travel could be in the forecast. Pad the time around 
ticketing and reservations, and buy as early as possible for 
the best price.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) You’re in charge and you’re 
taking care of business. All kinds of windows open. 
Accept guidance from a guru, and take on more leader-
ship. Watch for hidden agendas.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Instructions could be con-
tradictory. Let your partner drive. Work out directions 
together, and get advice when needed. Take the philo-
sophical high road.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Buckle up and get ready for a 
roller-coaster day of productivity, even when confronta-
tions arise. Focus on the goal and solve problems with 
ease. Keep costs down.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Do the work with loving sup-
port, and succeed. Expand your territory. You’ve got the 
connections. Make sure you understand what they need, 
and provide it.

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE JULY 29, 2011

ACROSS
1 Golden Fleece

seeker
6 Disputed strip

10 With 42- and 66-
Across, words to
an old friend, the
end of which is a
hint to this puzzle’s
theme and grid

14 Nimble
15 Offenbach’s

okays
16 Kentucky border

river
17 The world

according to Arp
18 Sailing attire for

1-Across?
20 Miracle Mets star
21 “From __ Zinc”:

vitamin slogan
22 Gives a facelift
23 Dearth of frost?
26 Rowan Atkinson

character
27 Understood
32 Antenna shelter
35 Hosp. test
37 PayPal owner
38 Celebrated Talk

Like a Pirate Day?
40 Regional poem?
42 See 10-Across
43 Funnyman

Kinison
45 Run in
46 Comes down

hard?
48 Sole man
50 Do some

tweezing?
55 Players try to hit

triples with them
59 Mama bear, in

Madrid
60 First name in

courtroom fiction
61 “I’ve completed

the flag”?
63 Had a home-

cooked meal
64 Smack
65 Pâté base
66 See 10-Across
67 Sounds of

disapproval
68 Cans
69 Touch and shuffle

DOWN
1 Jazz pianist

Ahmad __

2 Disco era suffix
3 Tough tissue
4 It’s often traded in
5 Alumna identifier,

perhaps
6 Chin hider
7 Sky lights
8 Turn sharply
9 “__ of

Homecoming”:
U2 song

10 Put in a clip
11 “Think I’m

kidding?”
12 Evening, in ads
13 Former CIA

director Porter __
19 Glance
21 Some ales
24 “__ la Douce”
25 “Diana” crooner
28 Second or third,

for instance
29 The orchestra

tunes to one
30 Bankrolls
31 Dmitri’s denial
32 “The Book of __”:

Jane Hamilton
novel

33 Aral Sea locale
34 Starting half?
36 The old man’s old

man

39 “Is there any
group I haven’t
offended?”
satirist

41 Ranch addition?
44 French art song
47 Erupt
49 Ballets __: early

20th-century
dance company

51 Yank’s home,
briefly

52 Playground retort

53 “Well ... not
exactly”

54 Magritte and
Descartes

55 Queue before U
56 Pulls along
57 Writer Dinesen
58 WWII craft
62 Colorado sports

nickname, with
“the”

63 Singer 
DiFranco

Thursday’s Puzzle Solved
By Chris A. McGlothlin 7/29/11
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Titans dominate season tipoff
Sophomore Isiah Umipig led all 

scorers with 34 points as Cal State Ful-
lerton dominated the University of 
Redlands 118-68 in its Friday night 
season opener. The win was expected 
playing against a Division III non-
scholarship school, but the margin of 
victory certainly turned a few heads.

“I was really happy, obviously with 
the way our guys played. We have a tre-
mendous advantage against a Div. III 
non-scholarship school,” said CSUF 
Head Coach Bob Burton. “At least 
when the game was close in the begin-
ning you can see the potential of our 
guys making shots and doing those 
things. So I thought that was encour-
aging.”

The Titans couldn’t miss. CSUF 
shot 55 percent during the game with 
five players scoring in double figures. 
The star of the evening was Umipig. 
The guard finished 8 of 12 from the 
three-point line on his way to 34 
points.

The game also saw the debuts of 
UC Berkeley transfers D.J. Seeley and 
Omondi Amoke. The two weren’t slat-
ed to play because of injuries but put 
together impressive performances in 
their limited debuts. The junior guard 
Seeley was hot from the field, scoring 
18 points in 17 minutes, and the se-
nior forward Amoke managed to score 
16 points and grab six rebounds while 
only playing 12 minutes.

“If (Amoke’s) healthy he could be 
one of the top rebounders in the coun-
try. He gets everything,” Burton said of 
his new forward.

Junior transfer John Underwood 
received his first start as a Titan. Un-
derwood was supposed to be ineligible 
this season but won an NCAA hard-
ship appeal. The forward will be a key 
addition to the team because of the size 
and length he provides.

“It feels good, man. I haven’t played 
since December so I just feel good be-
ing back starting,” said Underwood 
of his first college start. “I felt great, 
loose.”

It was Redlands’ first time playing 
this season and is considered an exhi-

bition and the loss won’t count against 
its record. Redlands shot for 33 percent 
during the game with senior center 
Jack Colston leading the Bulldogs with 
14 points.

After the opening tip, CSUF went 
out to a 14-2 lead in less than five 
minutes and never looked back. Red-
lands tried a high-pressure defense that 
CSUF easily passed its way around to 
get open looks. CSUF shot for a stag-
gering 64 percent in the first half.

CSUF’s star transfers ended the half 
in exciting fashion. Seeley sank a deep 
three with a man in his face, Amoke 
threw down a dunk and Vaughn fin-
ished the scoring with a layup at the 
buzzer to put the Titans up 70-27. 
The CSUF record for points in a half 
is 72. Umipig and Seeley led all scorers 
in the first half with 17 and 16 points, 
respectively.

Senior forward Andre Hardy was 
surprised at the point total. “Usually 
at the end of the game you have that 
many points,” said Hardy.

In the second half, CSUF mixed 
it up defensibly, playing a 2-3 zone 
instead of its usual man-to-man de-
fense. Winning by that margin gives 
the Titans a chance to experiment. 
Burton also got a chance to play all of 
his players who dressed. For a major-
ity of the second half, the Titan starters 
acted like cheerleaders, giving support 
to the team on the floor. Junior center 
Bernard Webb led all CSUF scorers off 
the bench in the second half with 10 
points.

“They were all rooting for each oth-
er. It was a good team game, when they 
all got a chance to play and root for 
some of the other kids too. It was kind 
of one of those games,” Burton said of 
the team’s camaraderie.

The game finished at 118-68, the 
second most points in school history. 
The Titans were seven points shy of ty-
ing the school record for points scored 
and two shy for margin of victory.

“We emphasize defense this whole 
week in practice. We had a lot of hard 
practices and we emphasize defense, 
rebounding and getting into the pass-
ing lanes. It really showed and paid off 
today,” Hardy said on the win.

Senior forward Omondi Amoke soars to the hoop during the Titans’ 118-68 win over 
Redlands Friday. Amoke scored 16 points and added eight rebounds in the game.

ROBERT HUSKEY / For the Daily Titan

Q-and-A: Head Coach Bob Burton

You were picked to finish fourth 
this year in the media poll. What’s 
something they don’t know about 
the team?

I honestly think if we’re healthy 
and if these guys all get together and 
get on the same page because we 
got a lot of new guys, I think they 
have as much chance to win it as 
anyone else. I wouldn’t be surprised 
to see our guys win it, because you 
got three guys who can play at a 
high level at Cal. Omondi started at 
Cal and they won the Pac-10 or 12 
now. And D.J. was on the team and 
he played a lot. They’re not going 
to be odd to anything. They played 
at a really high level and same with 
Kwame. And our guys got great ex-
perience last year even though it was 
a hard year. They learned how to deal 
with all the adversity that we had.

We touched on it before but the 
chemistry with the new players, 
getting them playing together on 
the court.

Yeah that’s a concern. That’s really 
taken a hit right now because of these 
two kids that have been out. Andre 
Hardy has been in and out too and 
now you have John Underwood in 
the mix. Now they’ve been here and 
so I think they really like each other 
and get along, but as far as the play-
ing and understanding of each other 
we’ve got a long ways to go there.

Looking at the conference, the 
Big West looks pretty balanced this 
year with Long Beach, Santa Bar-
bara and even you guys in there.

It’s the best and probably as good 
as I’ve ever been here. When I first 
came here I thought it was good 
because you had Utah St. in it. 
They were terrific and Pacific were 
both dominant teams. They could 
play with anyone in the country. I 
thought it took a hit the last couple 
of years and now because of the hit 
it took with Long Beach playing 
younger guys and the changeovers. 
I think Santa Barbara has the best 
team since I’ve been there. Long 
Beach obviously has the best team 

and Cal Poly is really good. They 
think they could win it and then you 
got us. There are four teams and we 
always have a tough time with Irvine 
and Riverside and Northridge, Da-
vis. When you go on the road here 
you never know. I think it’s going 
to be one of those things when one 
of those lower teams not projected 
to be at the top beat the big guys all 
over the place. I think the league is 
really going to be fun.

With the league being this bal-
anced could we see two teams in 
the tournament?

No, I don’t. I think it’s a percep-
tion, the way this thing is. I think 
our schedules, we are not playing all 
those kind of guys. Long Beach does 
but it’s a murderous schedule and it’s 
hard to win those games ... Your re-
cords aren’t really great at the end of 
the year.

What needs to be worked on the 
start of the season against Redlands?

Defensively we feel like if we’re 
going to be in this thing we have to 
be way better. Defensively we were 
horrible last year. We’re trying to 
make a commitment to it. I think we 
will be better. I think the big thing 
for us right now is we just need to 
start playing. You know, just play. 
Find out where we’re good and bad 
to really start improving.

Last game we saw a lot of output 
from your guards and not much 
from the front court. How are you 
going to the bigs?

I think scoring-wise we’re guard 
oriented. Even though we have good 
size and presence inside we don’t have 
a kid we can throw in there and score. 
We have to keep developing that and 
obviously it’s been out of sync be-
cause of Omondi. He can get down 
there and do a little damage and John 
Underwood we’re not really sure of. 
We really run a spread-out penetra-
tion-type offense. It takes advantage 
of what they do. Omondi is going to 
be hard to guard on the dribble rather 
than the low block. Same with Hardy 
and Chin. They can really bounce it. 
So we want to play that way. It’s going 
to be a different type of look.
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