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SOPA to
cool down
GILBERT GONZALEZ
Daily Titan
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Websites like Wikipedia, Reddit, Wordpress, Google and Craigslist all participated in the blackout Wednesday in protest of the Stop Online Piracy Act and Protect Intellectual Property Act.

A blackout Wednesday of more
than 10,000 websites, including
Google, Craigslist and Wordpress, has caused many legislators
to backtrack their support of the
Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA) in
the House and the Protect Intellectual Property Act (PIPA) in the
Senate.
Early adopters of the proposed
pieces of legislation have declared
their need to further review ways
Congress can alleviate the illegal
downloading of intellectual property from foreign websites. Although the bills are shelved for the
rest of the month, tech-savvy web
users are still weary of the intent
and scope of the bills.
“If the government censors the
web, I think not only will the
American people believe they are
having their freedom of speech
taken away, but also that it will
have a very negative impact on
Internet investors,” said Nigel
Johnson, 22, a business information systems major. “If the web is
censored, that could be the start
of many more portions of the web
being censored. Investors will put
less money into it, and many jobs

Hagan holds down fort
Former CFO to act
as interim president
until permanent
president is chosen
MARIBEL CASTAÑEDA
Daily Titan

In his first days as interim president of Cal State Fullerton, Willie J. Hagan had to hit the ground
running, making appointments,
going over the budget and attending meetings.
Hagan, former vice president for
administration and chief financial
officer, was named interim president of the university effective Jan.
9. He is temporarily taking over
for President Milton Gordon, who
is retiring after serving as president
of the university since 1990, until
a permanent president is chosen.
Hagan has been working at
CSUF since 1996, and through
the years he has gotten to work in
various departments, from overseeing the university’s administrative functions to being interim
vice president of university ad-

vancement to his most recent role
as CFO.
His hard work has not gone unnoticed by Gordon, who said he
recommended Hagan for the position.
“I knew he would be outstanding for this position. (His previous
work) has prepared him because he
was doing all the finances all along
and was a great selection,” said
Gordon.
Hagan said the news, which was
given to him just before Christmas
break, came as a surprise to him,
but he immediately started thinking about everything that had to
be done. Encouraged by his 16
years of building relationships and
getting to know different aspects
of the university, Hagan said he
was excited for the opportunity.
“I know the campus well and
know the people, and thought that
I can continue building on some
of the things President Gordon
has done and I can do some things
that I always wanted to do. I feel
that I did establish some partnerships with the faculty and the students in governance to get plenty
of things done,” said Hagan.

Woman jumps before
officers could reach
her, dies soon after
IAN WHEELER
Daily Titan

CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan
Interim President Willie J. Hagan speaks at a Young Senators Program event Friday.

MMA fighter defies the odds
RICK GOMEZ
Daily Titan

ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan
Steven Ciaccio trains at CSW in Fullerton for his upcoming fight Saturday. It’s his final
amateur bout before turning professional. Ciaccio lived from couch to couch after being
kicked out of his house at the age of 17 but continued training.
Contact Us at dtnewsdesk@gmail.com

He expected lights, cheers and
glory like the movie Rocky. Instead,
he was just another number waiting to be called up. His opponent
wasn’t Clubber Lang. Instead it was
a 24-year-old grown man on the
other side waiting for the bell to
ring.
He didn’t know what to expect
after that. He had no one cheering
him on; no one waiting at home for
him. At 17, the teenage kid walked
into the ring to fight for the first
time in his life.
Needless to say, he lost his first
fight, but it would be one of the
many obstacles he would have to
overcome while pursuing a career
as a professional mixed martial arts
fighter.

See SOPA, page 6

Suicide at
campus
parking
structure

As CFO, Hagan oversaw all of
the university’s finances, giving
him a good understanding on the
university’s priorities and how it
operates.
“If you want to understand an
entity’s priorities you look at where
they put their resources,” he said.
Being involved with the budget,
contracts and human resources
gave Hagan the chance to interact
with all the campuses leadership
groups, students, deans, the senate
and the vice president.
The transition into becoming interim president has been
smooth, but hectic.
“The work of the university
didn’t stop just because the university switched presidents, so
there were a lot of documents to
be reviewed, decisions to be made,
people to talk to and letters to be
written. Things had to be done
the day that I showed up and so
the president’s staff, particularly
Norma Morris, was very helpful
in helping with the transition,”
Hagan said.
See HAGAN, page 4

could be lost.”
Johnson’s concerns over a censored web stem from language
within the original SOPA draft.
When a user types a web address
into a browser bar, the alpha-numeric domain name is converted
into the series of numbers which
constitute its IP address. This
domain-name system (DNS) of
directing Internet traffic was targeted by SOPA in its initial form,
allowing for the redirection of
traffic away from sites abusing intellectual property laws. Since the
bill was brought before the House,
the controversial provision has
been removed.
Beyond the new powers granted
to the government, the bills are
pitting two of the world’s biggest
industries against each other. SOPA’s major proponents, the Motion Picture Association of America along with major music studios,
are tangled in a battle against technology icons like Google.
The dividing line between the
two interests puts Hollywood on
the side of intellectual property
and Silicon Valley fighting for
freedom of speech.

Now 21, Cal State Fullerton senior Steven Ciaccio calls it a “full
circle” four years later. He said that
it’s all finally coming together. In
preparation for his sixth and final
fight on Saturday, his last as an amateur before turning professional,
and with graduation approaching
this May, Ciaccio sees all the hard
work paying dividends.
“It’s really exciting, especially
with graduation on its way coming
up close,” said Ciaccio. “It’s cool for
both my lives–fighting and school.”
Prior to his success, there were
struggles. With just a suitcase and
his truck, Ciaccio was kicked out of
his house at the tender age of 17,
bouncing from couch to couch.
Before diving into the sport of
MMA, Ciaccio was a standout football player from Northwood High
School in Irvine. He was the cap-

tain of the team and played fullback
and linebacker. Heading into his
senior year of high school, colleges
like Washington State University
were looking to recruit Ciaccio.
Football also kept Ciaccio and
his father’s relationship close.
“My parents were divorced at an
early age when I was in third grade.
So I lived with my father primarily
because he had the stable job and
my mom was doing her own thing,”
Ciaccio said. “My father loved football. That was like his big thing and
I played football my entire life. I
loved football.”
It wasn’t until Ciaccio was introduced to the sport of MMA that
his passion and love began shifting
away from football.
See MMA, page 19

The woman who fell to her death
from the top level of the Eastside
Parking Structure in the early afternoon on Jan. 14 has been identified
as Kerry Bloom, 48, of Alameda, Calif.
Officials have deemed the act a suicide. No motive has been discovered
and University Police do not suspect
foul play. Bloom was pronounced
dead at the scene by paramedics.
According to University Police Lt.
John Brockie, officers were on their
way to the roof of the structure just
before Bloom jumped.
“We received a phone call to 911
that there was a person walking on
the ledge of the Eastside parking
structure … so our officers responded
… we think she actually fell while
they were in the structure driving up
to the top,” said Brockie.
He said it is unknown if Bloom
jumped because she saw officers approaching.
Bloom was not a student or faculty member and had no known
connection with CSUF. Her reason
for choosing the location is also unknown.
Graduate student Preetom Bhattacharya, 26, was leaving Mihaylo
Hall when he saw an ambulance, fire
truck and police at the base of the
parking structure.
“The officers and paramedics were
standing around a yellow tarp and
weren’t looking down at it as they
were filling out paperwork and on
the radio, so I knew this wasn’t good,”
said Bhattacharya.
See SUICIDE, page 4
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Illustration by MIKE WHITE / Daily Titan
The killer spread the range of his attacks on the homeless between the cities of Placentia, Yorba Linda and Anaheim, where the suspect was finally caught. (Courtesy of Google Maps)

Suspected OC
killer awaits trial

ANDERS HOWMANN / Daily Titan
Orange County District Attorney Tony Rackauckus holds up the Los Angeles Times during
a press conference and speaks about the influence the media coverage has had on the case.
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Daily Titan

The arraignment for the man
accused of killing four homeless
men in Orange County over the
past month has been postponed at
his attorney’s request.
Itzcoatl Ocampo, 23, an Iraq
War veteran, was officially charged
Tuesday with four counts of firstdegree murder by Orange County
District Attorney Tony Rackauckus.
“We will be proving that the
defendant planned all of these
murders in advance, that he stalked
his victims, that he looked for the
right opportunity to execute them,
that he did execute them and that
he had additional victims already
selected,” said Rackauckus.
The arraignment, which was
planned for Wednesday, is now
scheduled for Feb. 17.
The latest of the four killings
occurred Jan. 13 behind a Carl’s Jr.
in Anaheim. John Berry, a 64-yearold homeless man, was found
stabbed to death. Police alleged that
Ocampo used a Ka-Bar Bulldozer,
a 7-inch, fixed-blade fighting knife
with a triangular tip, to kill Berry.
The Orange County Crime Lab
said the knife went through bone
without chipping or breaking the
blade. John Welter, Anaheim chief
of police, said the victim had filed a
police report the day before he was
killed.
Witnesses chased Ocampo down,
allowing authorities to catch him
shortly after the alleged killing.
Investigators say there was blood
on his hands and face when they

arrested him. The witnesses received
a $5,000 reward.
“Anaheim P.D. did receive a
report from Mr. Berry. We sent an
officer out and took a report from
him in the field. We asked him if
he would be interested in going to
a shelter and getting some help …
He said he did not want that to
happen,” said Welter. He said that
it was unfortunate police did not
reach the victim before the assailant.
Many organizations were also
involved in warning homeless
individuals
throughout
the
killings. Jim Palmer, president of
Orange County Rescue Mission, a
Christian organization dedicated
to helping the homeless, said the
organization’s staff was out in the
streets handing out flashlights and
whistles, warning the homeless that
there was a serial killer targeting
them. He also said one of the staff
members spoke to Berry, offered
him assistance and gave him a
business card.
The first murder in the series was
of James McGillivray, 53. It was
caught on a surveillance camera in
Placentia Dec. 21. On Dec. 27,
Lloyd Middaugh, 42, was stabbed
to death on the Santa Ana River
trail and Dec. 29, Paulus Smit, 57,
was stabbed to death near the Yorba
Linda Public Library.
On the night of the latest killing,
police had set up a checkpoint in
Yorba Linda in order to search for
the killer. Rackauckus said Ocampo
passed through the checkpoint
twice before he allegedly killed
Berry.
During a Tuesday press confer-

ence, Rackauckus held up a copy of
the Los Angeles Times, where the
fourth victim was photographed
and identified prior to his death,
and said Ocampo was motivated
further by the media attention surrounding the murders.
“We believe that the evidence
will show that the defendant
specifically sought this victim out
for participating in this article,
the defendant relished the media
attention of the crime, and he
stalked the victim until he got his
prey,” he said.
Ocampo is currently being held
without bail. His attorney, Randall
Longwith, said Ocampo is being
housed in a mental ward of the jail,
and that his client will have to be
mentally evaluated.
Rackauckus was unable to
speak on the mental health of the
defendant.
While Rackauckus is confident
in the charges he filed, he said
authorities will remain wary of
other suspects.
“I don’t think that there is any
indication that someone is still out
there doing the same thing that the
defendant was doing. I just think
that we need to be very cautious
about saying how confident we are
that (the defendant) was alone,”
he said.
Rackauckus went on, calling
Ocampo a monster and a vicious
killer.
Palmer said while members from
Orange County Rescue Mission are
still coping with the killings, they
are all relieved that the suspect has
been apprehended.
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According to an article on
NPR.org, scientists announced
they are voluntarily putting
controversial bird flu research on
a 60-day hold.
The hold on experiments
comes in response to critics who
say the methods of research are
too dangerous.
People who get sick with bird
flu, caused by the H5N1 virus,
are not generally contagious, but
researchers wanted to see if the
deadly virus might evolve and
start a dangerous pandemic. In
order to find out, they tweaked
its genes and made viruses that
spread more easily between lab
animals.
Critics are against the research
for various reasons, partly because
these now transmissible viruses
might escape from the lab.
The scientists who worked on
the research and other flu experts
from around the world published
a letter on the decision to cease
research in two major research
journals.
The letter addressed the need
to clarify and further explain the
benefits of their research, and
the measures they have taken to
minimize the possible risks.
During the hold, scientists said
they won’t do experiments with
the lab-altered viruses and will
not create any more like them.
National
Institutes
of
Health officials noted in a
statement that the World Health
Organization is organizing a
forum for the international
scientific community to continue
discussing these issues.
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IAN WHEELER / Daily Titan
Police set up a perimeter and closed down La Palma Avenue in Anaheim where 64-year-old John Berry was stabbed to death.

The Fullerton community’s
process of collecting signatures
to approve a recall election for
city council members Richard
Jones, Don Bankhead and
Patrick McKinley has been
overwhelmingly
successful,
according to Friends For
Fullerton’s Future Blog.
More than 50,000 signatures
have been collected over the past
four months, 60 percent more
than are required to bring about
a recall election, according to the
blog.
The recall is in response to
the way the three city council
members handled the death of
Kelly Thomas, the homeless
man who died after six Fullerton
police officers beat him at a
Fullerton bus depot in July.
Many in the community feel
Jones, Bankhead and McKinley
tried to help cover up and
downplay the criminal acts and
the alleged excessive use of force
displayed by the officers involved
in the beating.
The city clerk will turn the
signatures in to be verified by the
OC Registrar of Voters. Once the
signatures are validated, the city
council must schedule a recall
election.
Brief by Sean Viele
dailytitan.com/news
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SUICIDE: Police urge students to
take advantage of the CAPS center

New center director brings recognition
Award winning CSUF
paleontology professor
hired to lead John D.
Cooper Center
CAMYRON LEE
Daily Titan

IAN WHEELER / Daily Titan
Kerry Bloom, of Alameda, Calif. was pronounced dead at the scene by paramedics.

...Continued from page 1
“My car was parked right there
on the first floor and as I drove
down the ramp, I saw a pool of
blood around it all and slumpedover feet in low-top sneakers poking out of the covering,” he said.
After collecting the body, the
coroner’s office generally leads the
follow-up investigation. Bloom’s
family has been notified.
Bhattacharya let friends and
classmates know what had happened and suggested that they
avoid the area.
“I was just upset that someone
would feel like this was their only
way out, and I felt bad for this person’s friends or family. It sort of
stuck with me all day to be honest,” he said.
Brockie encourages students
and faculty to stay vigilant and
report potentially suicidal behavior, even if they are having suicidal
thoughts themselves.
The Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) office on
campus is available to all students.
Seeking professional help there is

free and confidential.
“Whenever something like this
happens, that’s one of the things
we look for, and people that are
involved, especially if they’re part
of our community, we go the extra
mile to provide resources for them.
It’s very traumatic,” Brockie said.
The campus Suicide Prevention
Committee has been exploring
different ways to prevent suicides,
specifically suicide by jumping off
of campus buildings.
Brockie, a member of the committee, said a barrier along the
roofs of buildings, like chain-link
fences, could still be climbed over.
Fire codes also have to be taken
into consideration.
This is the latest in a chain of
suicides off campus parking structures in the last four years. Brockie
notes that not all suicides can be
prevented, but research shows that
if suicides are interrupted, the person is less likely to go somewhere
else and attempt suicide again.
“If somebody is motivated to
commit suicide, they’re going to
accomplish it, (but that) doesn’t
mean that we can’t do something
to help prevent it,” Brockie said.

Contact Us at dtnewsdesk@gmail.com

An accomplished professor of paleontology, Jere H. Lipps, has been
appointed curator and director of
John D. Cooper Archaeological and
Paleontological Center, a partnership between Cal State Fullerton
and Orange County.
A seven-member committee began
the search to find a director for the center in September of 2011. More than
20 applications were submitted, but
only a handful of six candidates were
invited to undergo the interview process. By December, the committee had
decided that Lipps was best qualified to
successfully guide the center to prominence within the scientific community.
“We were looking for a known and

experienced paleontologist, but also
somebody with skills in management
and an understanding of how to curate
fossils, how to work in a museum environment and someone who could take
it to the level we wanted to see it at,”
said John H. Foster, a professor of geological science at CSUF, who served as
interim director of the Cooper Center
for more than a year.
Lipps has been a professor of paleontology and integrative biology at
UC Berkley for 22 years, where he
also served as curator for the Museum
of Paleontology, chair for the Department of Integrative Biology and chair
of Berkley Natural History Museums.
Lipps has won countless awards
and honors for his work in paleontology and biology. His published works
include more than 475 technical
papers and more than 200 scientific
journal articles.
“He (Lipps) has a remarkable
set of experiences, he is a well established scientist in the field, well
respected nationally and well re-

spected internationally in the field
of paleontology,” said Robert Koch,
acting dean of the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics.
“The most important thing he is going to bring is national recognition to
the center,” Koch said, who headed the
selection committee.
Lipps’ main responsibility as director will be to raise support in traditional ways with grant fundraising and
from private donors through philanthropic donations. He will also oversee
the Center’s personnel, and ensure that
rules and regulations for handling the
fossils will be followed to the highest
scientific and legal standards, according to David Bowman, chair and professor of geological sciences at CSUF.
Bowman also said that Lipps will act
as liaison to the scientific community,
and will work to ensure that scientific
communities from around the world
understand the rarity and extensiveness
of the collection of specimens that the
Cooper Center contains.
“The huge number of un-curated

collections, most of high quality and
importance, is very exciting. I see that
potential and hope to make the center a great place for students, faculty
and researchers from elsewhere to
work,” said Lipps.
The collection has started a lot of
buzz in the scientific community and
shows great promise.
“It is an amazing collection; it is
going to be very important for understanding evolution, to help us understand climate change and to help us
understand the geological evolution of
California … It is an important keystone for a huge number of questions
that exist in science,” said Bowman.
The Cooper Center, which is located in Santa Ana, was built in memoriam of former geology professor at CSUF, John D. Cooper, who
died in 2007. The center offers a
place for paleontologists, archaeologists, geologists, CSUF professors,
students and volunteers to expand
their research of the early history of
Southern California.

HAGAN: Interim president strives to achieve university goals during his term
...Continued from page 1
John “Jack” W. Bedell, Academic Senate chair and professor
of sociology, and who has known
Hagan since he’s been at CSUF,
said Hagan is a great colleague
with a good sense of humor, and he
is easy to work with because “you
work with Willie, not for Willie.”
Hagan said everything he has
achieved on campus was with the
help of a great team. He added that
some of his greatest accomplishments were pulling together the
teams of people that helped make
things happen.
“I think that we were in a very
difficult budget situation and I
think that one of the accomplishments that I am proud of is that
we brought a lot of transparency to
the budget, which I think helped
the university as a whole work
through how we were going to
deal with the budget reductions,”
Hagan said.
However short his term might
be, Hagan already has a lot of
plans for the university concerning

student support services, staff support, maintaining the campus and,
of course, the budget.
“One of the things that I want
to try to accomplish during my interim period (is) are we using our
revenues as efficiently as we should
be? The students have undergone
a significant number of tuition
increases over the course of the
last few years. We owe it to them
to make sure that their dollars are
used as efficiently as possible,”
Hagan said.
After a permanent president is
chosen, Hagan will return to his
CFO position and will continue
to work closely with the president,
vice president and the rest of the
campus.
“I think he is not going to be
(just) a care taker. I think we are
going to see some changes, and he
will get things ready for the next
president. I think that is going to
be one of his major strengths,” said
Bedell.
Hagan said the Chancellor’s Office
is still on track to announce CSUF’s
new president sometime in the next
few weeks.

CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan
President Willie Hagan mingles with students from the Young Senators Program event in
the Alumni House Friday. Students asked Hagan questions concerning his new position.
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SOPA: Lawmakers say they will continue to explore ways to combat illegal media activity while avoiding censorship
...Continued from page 1
Although downloading music
or movies is no new phenomenon
to students, the ways to obtain
copyrighted material has increased
dramatically over the last decade.
Since 1999 and the advent of Napster,
a file-sharing service infamous for
its battles against the Recording
Industry Association of America,
new methods of transmitting
media across the Internet have been
adopted, including torrents, peer-topeer networks and streaming.
This heated engagement led to an
act of solidarity and defiance against
SOPA and PIPA when websites

such as Wikipedia and Reddit.com
revoked their services. Reddit, a
social website which allows users
to vote content up or down on its
bulletin boards, has been seeding
information about the bills for
weeks. Adrian Andrade, president
of the Cal State Fullerton Reddit
group, maintains the page and has
very passionate views on the efficacy
and intention of SOPA.
“There are no other methods of
protecting intellectual property,”
said Andrade, a business economics
and finance major. “It will (be)
inevitable that the movie/TV/music
industry will generate less profit in
the future, which is why they are
trying to enact SOPA in the first

place. The government should just
(let) those industries die out so more
organic forms of entertainment will
emerge that are not entirely profit
motivated, which will produce more
quality and innovative forms of
entertainment.”
Andrade referred to censorship as
a tool used by the weak and sees the
possibility of a corrupt government
abusing powers given by SOPA. He
and others against the legislation see
the bill’s ambiguity toward offending
websites as a means of circumventing
due process.
“Shutting down a website without
due process is especially terrifying
since the company hosting the
website will not have a chance

to defend themselves, which is
unethical,” Andrade said.
For example, if the office of the
attorney general accuses a foreign
website of distributing or helping
to distribute copyrighted material, a
court order could be served to search
engines, online advertising agencies
and Internet service providers
operating domestically. The order
demands that these sites redirect
or block traffic from the foreign
entity, remove ads or ads linking to
the offender and requires payment
networks to cease transactions to the
foreign site. SOPA would allow the
government to seize the site if it is
domestic.
MegaUpload.com, a file-sharing

website, was shut down Thursday
by the Justice Department and
FBI. Indictments against the site,
including conspiracy to commit
copyright infringement, allowed
the agencies to arrest four executives
connected with the site and seize
nearly $50 million in assets without
a hearing before a judge.
“The Internet is a resource for
so many people across the world,”
said Aissa Canchola, 22, a political
science and American studies double
major. “It has become not only
a resource for information, but a
communication tool and even a
mode for globalization.”
Canchola said she believes the
bill could set a precedent for the

government’s ability to control the
accessibility of information on the
Internet.
Currently both bills have been
postponed for consideration by
lawmakers on either side of the aisle.
Rep. Lamar Smith (R-Texas), author
of SOPA, has said in a statement, “It
is clear that we need to revisit the
approach on how best to address the
problem of foreign thieves that steal
and sell American inventions and
products.”
In the Senate, a letter to Majority
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) from
Republican co-sponsors of PIPA has
delayed consideration of the bill. The
White House does not support a bill
with a DNS-blocking provision.

rate and sluggish economy in the three
years Obama has been in office.
Jeremy Preston, 20, an Australian
exchange student double-majoring in
criminal justice and human services,
said Ron Paul is the politician who
makes the most sense and is willing to
improve the economy.
“America is broke, we need to focus
on making sure the country is safe and
focus on diplomacy, rather than war,
as much as possible,” Preston said.
Thanh Tran, 25, a business major,
said he thinks Obama is the strongest
candidate and has consistency because
he is “someone you know.”
“I’ve been trying to find a job,” said

Tran, citing the economy and unemployment as the most important issue
of the election.
The California primary will be held
on June 5. California, a blue state, will
likely support Romney for the Republicans, but Obama is forecast to win
the state in the general election. California has 10 percent of the country’s
electoral votes with 55.
“There’s still a long time to the election,” Tran said.
In the upcoming months,
the candidates will stop arguing
amongst themselves and focus on
Obama, Tran said. Obama will also
begin his campaign.

Based on a field research poll
of California voters in December,
Obama has a narrow lead on Romney
with 50 percent of the vote as opposed
to Romney’s 40 percent. Ten percent
of voters remain undecided.
One issue that could hurt Romney
in California is his firm stance on immigration, where he has stated that he
would try to curb the flow of illegal
immigrants into the country, Spitzer
said.
“The Latino vote in California will
support Obama over a hard-line antiimmigration nominee,” Spitzer said.
California has voted Democrat in
every presidential election since 1992.

GOP candidates
gear up for more
Mitt Romney is seen as the front-runner, but
Gingrich and Santorum hold their ground
TIM WORDEN
Daily Titan

The 2012 election season began
with the Republican primaries, and
the GOP candidates are gearing up to
rally momentum now in hopes of posing a real challenge to President Barack
Obama in November.
Gingrich won the South Carolina
primary Saturday with 40 percent of
the vote. Romney received 28 percent while Santorum and Congressman Ron Paul both received about
15 percent.
Romney is rivaled by former U.S.
Senator Rick Santorum, Congressman Ron Paul and Gingrich, a former
Speaker of the House. Texas Governor
Rick Perry was also in the running until he dropped out. Perry now endorses
Gingrich.
Romney and Santorum virtually
tied the Jan. 3 Iowa caucus, each receiving 24 percent of the vote. In a
recount, Santorum was declared the

winner. Santorum’s momentum did
not last through the Jan. 10 New
Hampshire primary where he finished
fourth with 9 percent of the vote.

America is broke,
we need to focus
on making sure the
country is safe and focus
on diplomacy, rather than
war, as much as possible.
Jeremy Preston
Criminal Justice and
Human Services Major

Paul placed second in the Iowa
caucus with 21 percent and third in
the New Hampshire primary with 23
percent. Paul has attracted support as
a Libertarian and anti-establishment
figure.
Still, Romney eclipsed Paul in New
Hampshire with a firm 39 percent of

Contact Us at dtnewsdesk@gmail.com

the nearly 100,000 votes resulting in
a significant 16 percent lead. Paul finished fourth in South Carolina.
Cal State Fullerton political science professor Scott Spitzer said that
Obama needs to make his case that
economic progress has been made
during his presidency. Romney’s best
offense is to emphasize the lagging
economy and use Obama’s weaknesses.
“(Romney should) keep on the
message that the economy is not good
and the country needs a new president,” Spitzer said.
In a Washington Post - ABC News
poll, Romney won 48 to 46 percent
against Obama, showing Romney has
the best chance among the Republican
candidates in defeating the incumbent.
Jon Huntsman, who placed third in
New Hampshire and dropped out last
week, endorsed Romney as the “candidate best equipped to defeat Barack
Obama” according to an article in The
Guardian.
“It will be hard for Obama to win
re-election,” Spitzer said, because the
country still has a high unemployment
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760 new laws take
effect in California
ALVAN UNG
Daily Titan

Californians have a lot more to think
about than New Year’s resolutions,
overdue earthquakes and the end of
the world.
With the new year, a dizzying
760 new laws have taken effect in
California.
Illegal immigrants, college students,
Amazon.com and even the San Diego
Chargers are among those affected by
at least one of those 760.
The array of bills, most of them
effective Jan. 1, concerns a variety of
matters such as alcohol, discrimination,
taxes and pets being sold on streets.
They were signed by Gov. Jerry Brown
in October of last year, according to
the Los Angeles Times.
Bills determined to be urgent,
including a prohibition on banning
male circumcision and a law preventing
the gap closure of the I-710 near South
Pasadena, took effect immediately
after signing.
College students are affected by a
handful of the bills. One bill ordered
community colleges to facilitate faster
student transfers between colleges.
State community colleges must
convert their transcript systems from
paper to electronic.
By doing so, these colleges would
minimize delays in transfer, ensure
compatibility with CSU and UC
transcript systems, and reduce
overhead costs by over $160,000,
according to an assembly analysis of
the bill.
Within the 760 laws were a few that
drew controversy and criticism from
the public.
The Dream Act allows illegal
immigrants access to private financial
aid from public universities, according
to the Los Angeles Times.
An assembly analysis of the bill
states the Dream Act would help illegal
immigrants finance their education
because they are unable to work or
receive grants or loans.
What is unofficially referred to
as part two of the Dream Act would
allow illegal immigrants access to
taxpayer-funded aid in 2013.
Another law gives illegal immigrants

in student government access to
grants, scholarships, fee waivers and
reimbursements.
Patricia Perez, a human services
major, said she was in favor of the
Dream Act.
“I know a lot of people who are
struggling right now to get into school,
and then pay for school and graduate
… while not having their citizenship,”
said Perez.
Perez said her two cousins had
to take out loans in order to pay for
tuition and help their mother pay rent
Another cousin is paying out of his
pocket to attend community college.
“I think the Dream Act will help
them,” she said.

There’s a reason
why (these laws
are) written, you know.
They don’t just come up
with laws for nothing.
Alex Gamez
Political Science Major

Alex Gamez, a political science
major, said it’s not fair to deny illegal
immigrants the same rights to financial
aid as other Americans.
Those who are brought into the
country illegally at a young age “are
American as you and I are,” said
Gamez. “(They) speak perfect English
and are proud to be American, and
they get denied these rights. How do
you expect them to thrive in society?”
Gamez also commented on the
heavily-criticized ban on open-carry
handguns, saying it would give “a
better sense of security” as well as
“peace of mind” to both police officers
and citizens.
Gov. Brown also received
criticism for passing a law mandating
public schools to teach about the
contributions of lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgendered people in social
sciences.
“I don’t think there’s anything
wrong with that (law),” said Tobias
Brown, a psychology major, who said
he saw it as a sign of the times.

The bill drew controversy, he said,
because religious people may not
feel comfortable with their children
learning about these topics or topics
related to homosexuals, such as gay
marriage or the nature vs. nurture
debate.
“Still, this kind of education is
important for children because it
prevents discrimination,” Brown said.
A two-bill package would require
Amazon to collect sales taxes–one
defines Internet-only as a “retailer
engaged in business in this state” if it
generates more than $1 million of instate sales of physical items and the
other requires such Internet retailers to
collect sales taxes.
Amazon must begin collecting
taxes by Sept. 15 or by Jan. 1, 2013,
if federal law is enacted before the end
of July.
Last year, Amazon fought against
legislation by severing ties with 10,000
California small-business partners and
promising never to charge sales tax in
California. Months after, however, it
reached a compromise, setting Sept.
15 as the first day to start taxing its
customers.
Perez said that although this law
would benefit the state, “no one wants
to pay higher taxes.”
Another pair of bills concerns
whether or not the San Diego
Chargers would return to their original
hometown, Los Angeles.
Farmer’s Field, originally set to open
in downtown Los Angeles by fall of
2016, may have its development sped
up by a bill that expedites review of
the proposed stadium’s environmental
policy.
San Diego representatives worry
this bill would get the Chargers to
move north, according to the Los
Angeles Times.
However, San Diego may be able
to build its own stadium to house the
Chargers before then, due to a bill
that streamlines the development of
projects worth more than $100 million
if they put in place environmental
plans by 2015.
“There’s a reason why (these laws
are) written, you know. They don’t
just come up with laws for nothing,”
Gamez said of the myriad laws.

Illustration by MIKE WHITE / Daily Titan

SOME OF THE OTHER

760 LAWS:

Discrimination
• Employees must be able to dress and appear according to their preferred gender identity and expression (AB 887)
• Health insurers cannot discriminate in coverage against same-sex domestic partners (SB 757)
• Schools are required to teach students about the role of Filipinos in World War II (AB 199)
Public health & safety
• Minors 12-17 years of age may consent to STD treatments without parental consent (AB 499)
• Expired baby food and over-the-counter drugs cannot be sold by retailers (AB 688)
Alcohol
• Adults who give minors alcohol are liable if use of alcohol results in harm to themselves or others (AB 1407)
• Caffeinated alcoholic drinks, such as Four Loko, cannot be imported, produced or sold in the state (SB 39)
• Alcoholic drinks cannot be sold through self-service checkout (AB 183)
Drugs
• Non-prescribed products with dextromethorphan, such as Nyquil, cannot be sold to minors (SB 514)
• Cities and counties may regulate the location and operation of medical marijuana dispensaries (AB 1300)
Miscellaneous
• Male circumcision cannot be banned by city or county ordinance (AB 768)
• Schools can now suspend cyber-bullies for posting on social networking sites such as Facebook (AB 746, AB 1156)
• Strangulation and suffocation are punishable as felonies (SB 430)
Read this article on dailytitan.com an expanded list of passed laws.

dailytitan.com/news
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What’s Left
by AMBER STEPHENS

“Politically liberal musings
from a former corporate slave”

My occupation
Courtesy of Some Guy
The Stop Online Piracy Act, known as SOPA and the Protect IP [Intellectual Property]
Act, or PIPA were both shut down indefinitely--for now.

Blocking rights
The Stop Online Piracy Act
(SOPA) and Protect IP Act (PIPA)
threaten our democracy, freedom of
speech and our ability to produce
and share content.
There is a problem with online
piracy, but these bills are not the solutions. The real threat of these bills
is that their stated goals would not
be accomplished, but instead would
cause extremely harmful side effects
to people around the world.
Most American citizens share
things online – whether it is videos,
images or articles that we produce or
others create. What SOPA and PIPA
would do is severely limit our capability to share. In addition, the bills
would give consent for corporations
to censor content anywhere in the
world. One of the biggest problems
with the bill is anyone in the world
will be subject to punishment and
would then have to prove their innocence after the fact. This goes against
our fundamental legal foundation of
“innocent until proven guilty.” We
are not only threatening our own
democracy, but also hurting democracies around the world.
Many major websites went
“black” in protest of the bills, including Google, Wikipedia, Reddit,

Imgur and Wordpress. While it may
be suspect that the corporations are
on our side for once, it is poignant
that even some of the “big guys” are
scared and realize the potential harm
to consumers. It shows as a recognition that we don’t only consume, but
we also produce and share.

As bills like SOPA
and PIPA keep
popping up, the real
message… is becoming
abundantly clear: Get
ready, because more is
on the way.
Although a considerable number
of politicians have withdrawn their
support, there are still more than
100 corporations that support SOPA
and PIPA. The same companies that
were scared of changing technology
in the 1990s are the same ones who
have been pushing for these bills. In
1992, we had the Audio Home Recording Act, and later there was the
Digital Millennium Copyright Act
of 1998.

In more recent times, we had the
Pro-IP Act of 2008 and Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement in 2011.
Regardless of whether or not the
current bills get passed, these corporations are going to keep lobbying Congress to get similar measures
pushed forward. As bills like SOPA
and PIPA keep popping up, the real
message from these corporations
is becoming abundantly clear: Get
ready, because more is on the way.
The fact that these bills could
even make it to Congress shows that
we must keep holding those in power accountable, or else our power as
a people in a democratic society will
slowly vanish into thin air.
The Internet is one of the last
great voices of the people left in
this world. Technology has evolved
throughout the years first with the
printing press, then radio, then television and now the Internet. The
Internet is the last great communication technology that remains open
and free from corporation interests.
SOPA and PIPA will destroy our
progress and forever ruin the Internet not just for Americans, but also
for the rest of the world. Simply, the
Internet would not be the Internet
as we know it any longer.

After being laid off more than
once in your lifetime, you know it’s
coming: The closed door meetings…
the awkward glances and chit-chat
from higher-ups… the silence… the
tap on the shoulder…
“Could I see you for a moment?”
You walk into the room, and the
door shuts behind you.
“We’re going to have to let you
go.”
You sign off on the final check
tallies. You pass by the sad disappointed faces as you partake in the
walk of shame to your cubicle. You
pick up the white box and collect
your magnets, photographs, flower
pens and heart-shaped sticky notes.
As you make your way to the automatic sliding glass doors, you calculate in your head if you can make it
until that first unemployment check
comes. You wonder what you will
tell your family and friends.
I’ve worked administrative jobs
for small businesses in Orange
County for almost a decade and they
all follow a similar pattern: A period
of time of overwhelming optimism,
then the inevitable crash down to reality. The cocktail parties, the incentive perks and the catered lunches all
give way to awkward potlucks, fiscal
quarter jitters and cigarette break
gossip.
I have been through this half a
dozen times before, and the usual
protocol was to make a job search an
8-to-5 occupation. I would spruce
up my resume, and refresh Craigslist and Monster for hours on end
in hopes that when I do get a phone

The right to remain unbiased
If you don’t want to
deal with the police,
don’t be giving them a
reason to deal with you
CHARLOTTE KNIGHT
Daily Titan

I love hearing people say, “F***
the police,” because it gives me
a perfectly legitimate reason to
judge, judge, judge.
They say it after being busted
for making a California stop. They
say it after being caught drinking
underage. They say it when they’re
pulled over for texting on the road
or talking without a bluetooth.
They say it after being found
with marijuana in their possession
without a little medical card to
show for it.
I’ve even heard people say it
because the police crashed their
super awesome party last Saturday
night.
In the case of the latter, they
should really be saying, “F*** the
next-door neighbors for being
light sleepers.”
In all other circumstances,
they just got all huffy and walked
around like they had sticks up

Contact Us at dtopinion@gmail.com

call for an interview, it’s not just
some scam.
This time around though, it was
different.
The last few years I have documented the slow rise of social activism in Orange County. I wrote
about local residents taking a stand
against officer-involved shootings,
school budget cuts, Islamophobia
and the unfair treatment of juveniles
in the justice system. This summer
saw the biggest swell of protesters in
Orange County right here in Fullerton, as hundreds came out to support justice for Kelly Thomas.
Then as the summer ended, a
worldwide progressive movement
blossomed: Occupy Wall Street.
On Sept. 17 I watched more than
a thousand protesters descend onto
the streets of New York City through
streaming video on Live Stream. I
kept track of the events of the Zucotti Park encampment through Twitter
and Facebook. I had the opportunity
to visit the camp in New York City
only two weeks into the occupation.
I witnessed one of the largest mass
arrests in history as 700 people were
arrested at a protest on the Brooklyn
Bridge.
In the following weeks, I watched
late night raids unfold online in Denver, Boston, Chicago, Seattle, Dallas,
Atlanta and a dozen other cities. The
movement seemed to erupt as riot
police cracked down on protesters
in Oakland, and soon after in New
York City and Los Angeles. I connected with the local occupations in
Orange County and visited their ac-

tions and encampments often.
As time went on, I witnessed the
masses becoming socially aware.
The protests that had been steadily
creeping up on suburbia weren’t just
a phase. Local activism was part of
a bigger, global raising of consciousness.
On a daily basis, there was the
exposure of the police brutality and
misconduct that has been affecting
low-income and people of color for
decades. Citizens stood in awe as
they saw a militarized police force,
fueled by billions of dollars since
9/11, stand opposite of protesters
instead of beside them to protest
corporate greed and abuse.
Many protesters found the police
had protected the interests of the
government with corporate money
lining their pockets and the banks
that had a huge role in the economic
crisis. Others found that instead
of helping the homeless, our society criminalizes the homeless on a
daily basis with municipal unlawful
camping laws across the country.
Suddenly, the word “Occupy”
popped up everywhere, popularizing
the protect tactic of holding a public space as a way to have a voice in
a democratic society. Cities across
the nation formed their own way of
living, building a stronger sense of
community in an otherwise isolated
bubble of consumerism.
Matt Taibbi of Rolling Stone
wrote that Occupy is “a visceral, impassioned, deep-seated rejection of
the entire direction of our society,
a refusal to take even one more step
forward into the shallow commercial abyss of phoniness, short-term
calculation, withered idealism and
intellectual bankruptcy that American mass society has become.”
As of October, my chains as a
corporate slave were taken off. After
spending the last few years writing
about social justice whilst working
for “The Man,” the recent Occupy
protests have given progressives like
myself the opportunity to share insight and commentary to a people
who have opened their eyes for the
first time in a very long time.

their butts because they did
something illegal—minor as it
may have been—and were caught.
Cry me a river.
But these days, that phrase is
spoken in regards to more serious
circumstances.
Although police are supposed to
use a minimum amount of force
necessary to restrain someone, the
few individuals who have used
their badge and gun to enforce
the law while living above it have
made just about everyone in this
profession look bad.
Just ask the Fullerton Police
Department. Who knows how
many times the rest of the
department has been harassed
after six of their fellow colleagues
didn’t know when to take their
hands off Kelly Thomas.
Police will make mistakes. They
will, at some point, make an error
in judgment, which will cost them
their respect—or their freedom.
Police who step outside the law
and violate human rights should
definitely be reprimanded, and
it’s well deserved. The two officers
charged with being involved in
Thomas’ death, Officer Manuel
Ramos and Cpl. Jay Cicinelli, go
to show that there’s a rotten egg or
two in every bunch.
However, does being in the
wrong mean people who say
things like, “F*** the police,” are
completely in the right?
As we saw in recent cases with
students at UC Davis and a woman
in Bellflower, absolutely not.
In November, Occupy student
protesters at UC Davis were
pepper-sprayed at close range
by law enforcement in riot gear,
sending one woman to the hospital
for chemical burns.
A YouTube video circulated
showing an officer spraying a
small line of students sitting on
the ground with their arms linked.
A video posted on YouTube
a week later, called “UC Davis
Pepper Spray – What Really
Happened,” shows a longer video
clip, giving more context to the
situation.
The video shows students
surrounding officers with their
arms linked, turning the Occupy
protest into a entrapment of
law enforcement officers. The
protesters demanded the release
of the individuals officers had
arrested just moments prior.
One protester shouted, “If you
let them go, we will let you leave!”
and the rest of the crowd repeated
their ringleader’s commands like a
mob of lemmings.
A policeman can be seen
bending down and respectfully
speaking to the students, saying,

“You understand that if you stay
here… you are going to be subject
to… force,” to which the students
either nodded in understanding or
didn’t respond at all.
And of course it wouldn’t be a
protest without hearing students
chanting my favorite phrase,
“From Davis to Greece, f*** the
police!”
The video introduced me to
students who, instead of finding
something better to do that day,
such as going to the expensive
classes they paid for, thought
interfering with the police’s duties
were justified because they were
not acting violently.
Uh, no.
A couple weeks ago, an officer
allegedly struck a 42-year-old
mentally ill homeless woman
across the face on a bus in
Bellflower. The officer was there in
the first place because of a 911 call
made by one of the bus passengers.
According to the 911 tape,
victim Julie Nelson had been
telling passers-by that she had just
gotten out of prison, and that she
was going to beat everyone up.
The caller alleged that Nelson had
almost struck an older man.
At this point it was seen as a
serious threat, and police were
sent to the scene.
The officer may have been
guilty of using unnecessary force;
however, Nelson allegedly resisted
the officers and pushed back
before the cell phone camera
started rolling.
While this has not been proven,
the footage itself does not show
the entire context of the situation.
Police misconduct is always
going to be an issue, especially
now that the public is turning
into a media watchdog with their
fancy cellphone cameras and little
handheld camcorders, capturing
footage your local news station
would cut off its little toe to
snatch up.
Wouldn’t you rather tune in
to a news station with footage of
an abusive officer than footage of
one receiving a medal for saving
someone’s life? Of course you
would. Heck, I would too.
But our society is always so
quick to point stubby little fingers
and assign blame without asking
for the full story.
Pictures of officers spraying
students at a close range, and
videos of officers smacking what
appears to be a random woman
across the face only show one side
of the story, so it not fair to blame
all law enforcement. There are
many who haven’t stepped outside
of the law and put their lives on
the line to keep the public safe.
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“She Runs Hot” until your
sweet ride leaves you cold
Our dependency on
cars has made day-today living dangerous,
unhealthy and costly
ALEXANDER APODACA
For the Daily Titan

Automobiles are essential to today’s
society. Without them it would be impossible to attend school in Fullerton
living 20 miles away. Without them
it would be impossible to work in Los
Angeles living in Anaheim. But without the very clear benefit of traveling
far distances, the invention of cars has
had very little benefit to our society.
Imagine a world without automobiles. Without cars, around 33,000
people would still be alive. According
to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, 32,885 people died
in the United States last year in car
accidents. That amounts to about 91
deaths per day. Keep in mind this statistic only includes fatalities. The nearly
33,000 does not include physical injuries, paralysis and/or brain damage.
Most of the population knows a
loved one who died in a car accident.
Most of those people likely wouldn’t
mind having to walk or ride their bicycle from place to place if they could

only have that person back.
Without cars, obesity rates would
also most likely decrease. According
to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention 33.8 percent of United States adults are considered obese.
Without cars, people would have to
rely on walking, skating, rollerblading
and bicycling to travel. This would
mean an increase in physical activity.
Not to mention the extinction of
drive-thrus, which could potentially
decrease the amount of fast-food restaurants. Of course, fast-food restaurants could eventually develop a “ridethru” window for bicycles, but the
food would still have to be somewhat
transportable. Even the most skilled of
bicyclists would have a difficult time
trying to eat a double cheeseburger,
large fry and large coke while pedaling
a mountain bike.
Without cars, there would be less
dependency on foreign countries for
oil. According to the US Energy Information Administration, about 49 percent of the petroleum the United States
uses is imported from other countries.
Less money going to other countries
would mean economic growth for the
United States.
Moreover, don’t forget about the
money you would save from not having to refuel a vehicle. According to
AAA, the organization estimates the

average vehicle in 2009 got between
20 to 25 miles per gallon. The average
American travels 12,000 miles per year.
This means at $3 a gallon, the average
American would spend around $1,600
on gas per year.
In addition, without cars the air
pollution levels would be much lower.
According to the Union of Concerned
Scientists, transportation is the largest
single source of air pollution in the
United States. Driving cars causes over
half of the carbon monoxide, over a
third of the nitrogen oxides and almost
a quarter of the hydrocarbons in our
atmosphere.
Air pollution happens during the
entire life cycle of an automobile. This
means the air is being polluted while
driving the cars, while manufacturing,
while refueling, during the transportation of both the automobile and fuel,
and eventually the destruction of the
automobile. Hence our smog checks.
This causes potential problems, since
pollution can cause asthma and other
breathing-related issues.
Although living without a car seems
improbable, life without cars could potentially be a lot better. Without cars, a
person would be healthier, breath easier, live longer and be richer. If it weren’t
for the need to travel long distances,
the invention of the car would not be
beneficial for society.

ANIBAL ORTIZ / Daily Titan
You can find parking anywhere on campus at virtually any time of the day, you just may have to go on foot to get to your destination.

Count your blessings in steps
Finding parking on
campus is a challenge
even for those with
handicap placards
BAHAR SHARAREH
For the Daily Titan

Courtesy of MCT
Fun fact: A 2009 report from the Texas Transportation Institute says the average American sat in traffic 34 hours out of the same year.

On more than one occasion I
have been unable to find parking
around restaurants on Saturdays
on campus.
After being disappointed seeing several Disabled Person (DP)
parking spaces empty, I made an
ignorant assumption that there are
generally more DP parking spaces
than are needed.
When I asked Paul Miller, the
director of Disabled Student Services (DSS), whether he feels there
are too many DP parking spaces
on campus, he laughed really hard,
finding my question hilarious.
“All you have to do is drive
around campus on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, which are the busiest
days, and see that all of the DP
parking spaces are filled,” he said.
He pointed to one thing I usually take for granted: being able to
walk long distances.
“A disabled individual doesn’t

have the option to park in Lot
A, G or E where there are always
spaces available,” Miller added.
He mentioned that he receives
complaints from disabled students
who cannot find parking close
enough.
Mariam Lofton, a student assistant at DSS, has been working
there for two years.

A disabled
individual doesn’t
have the option
to park in Lot A, G or E
where there are always
spaces available.
Paul Miller
Director of Disabled
Student Services

When I rephrased my question
and asked her about the DP parking spaces on campus, she shook
her head and said, “There is not
enough. Maybe community colleges offer more, but not here.”
Lofton said some disabled individuals park in the 30 minutes or
faculty/staff parking spots because
there aren’t as many DP spaces on

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters must
include the sender’s first and last name. Students must include their
majors and other writers must include their affiliation to the university,
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week. Once a letter is submitted it becomes property of the Daily
Titan. Publication of letters is based on the validity of content and
may be edited for length, grammar and spelling. Letters may be sent
to dteditorinchief@gmail.com.

campus anymore.
“They come here and they are
flabbergasted because they didn’t
find a spot close enough to their
class, and they are late for their
class, but what can we do?” she
said.
At least five students came to
their office to complain last semester, Lofton said.
There are currently 36,156
students enrolled at CSUF and
11,364 parking spaces available.
However, only 220 of those
spaces are designated for disabled
individuals, and 8,764 are parking
spaces for students who are not
disabled.
According to DSS, there are
800 to 900 registered disabled students, but they do not all qualify
for DP parking.
There are other students who
are not registered with DSS, disabled faculty and staff drivers, and
disabled visitors who need to have
access as well.
“DP parking is available to all
students, faculty and staff who
have a permanent or temporary
disabling condition that warrants
special parking closer to the campus,” according to DSS’s website.
Individuals can apply to get a
temporary placard for two weeks,
but for a longer duration they need
to get a note from their doctor.
Regardless of having a DP permit, all students still have to pay
for the regular parking permit.
There are people who park in
DP spaces when they should not,
which is a violation of the law.
According to CSUF Parking
and Transportation, there are 200
tickets issued per year to the violators on campus, with a $330 fine.
On CollegeProwler.com, CSUF
students gave a grade of C+ for the
college’s parking, which is lower
than Cal State Long Beach and
Cal State Northridge.
Most students wrote they are
angry about the high prices of
the permits and the lack of an adequate number of parking spaces
—at least close to their class.
Regardless of the limited number of parking spaces for disabled
students, CSUF is the most accessible, four-year graduate institution in the Western United States.
After doing my research, I felt
more compassion for disabled
individuals on our campus, who
not only are dealing with a physical impairment, but have to also
struggle to find a parking spot.
Miller said the DSS constantly
monitors the use of DP parking
spaces.
“In areas that more DP spaces
are needed, we may adjust. DP
parking is an important element
to our accessibility,” Miller said.
As I left the DSS office Thursday, I saw a car waiting for a DP
space to open up and the driver
watching every passerby carefully
to see where they are headed; it
reminded me of my future days
searching for a parking space in
the Nutwood Parking Structure.
Maybe I should listen to Miller
and park in Lot A or G, actually
walk from my car and arrive much
faster to my class.
dailytitan.com/opinion
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Frisk Me
by CHARLOTTE KNIGHT

“Let’s get personal”

Confidence in me
I hold the secret to sexiness. It
doesn’t cost a minute of your time.
It doesn’t cost you a penny, and
the recipe calls for only one ingredient: Confidence.
Oh yeah, I know honesty is important. So is kindness. Loyalty.
Dependability. Sensitivity. Intelligence. Humor. Patience. You get
the gist.
But there’s just something about
a man who has the courage to approach me and say, “Hey, I want
to take you out. I think I’m good
enough for you,” that gets me all
hot and bothered.
After that, his age, race, size
and any other external feature is
no longer a factor.
Even if I’m not in the least bit
interested, the only thing that
is going to be in the back of my
mind for the rest of the day is,
“Damn, homeboy has cajones!”
And believe me, that’s never a bad
thing.
In the long run, doesn’t the Jonah Hill look-alike (pre-Superbad,
of course) walking around with
his head held high and a smile on
his face completely trump the Gerard Butler doppelganger with his
eyes glued to his shoes moaning
about how he’ll never amount to
anything?
(Hint: The answer is yes.)
I only wish more people believed me because high self-esteem
goes far beyond the dating realm.
Confidence doesn’t just make
you feel better about what’s outside. It also makes you feel great
about what’s inside—a key component for successful job interviews or meetings with your college professors.
One’s first impression of you
lies in exactly how you compose
yourself.
Slouching, hands shoved in
pockets, shifty eyes, mumbling—

not only is it unattractive, but it
can also look suspicious.
You don’t ever want someone’s
first impression of you to be untrustworthy, shady or unapproachable. You’ll never get anywhere in
life.
Standing up straight, making
eye contact and a firm handshake
is reassuring. If you can make
someone feel assured, it makes it

…high selfesteem goes far
beyond the dating realm.
Confidence doesn’t just
make you feel great about
what’s outside. It also
makes you feel great
about what’s inside…
easy for whomever you’re communicating with to trust you.
Psychological studies have
shown that even flashing a smile,
no matter what kind of mood
you’re in, sends the message to
your brain, “I’m smiling, so I must
be happy.” So it can, technically,
improve your mood.
If smiling when you’re not in the
best of moods can help put you in
a better one anyway, imagine what
an overload of confidence can do
when the elements outside your
protective bubble are working to
shut you down.
A few weeks ago, my 16-yearold sister, visibly upset, came into
my room. Even though they were
not friends, a post on my ex-boyfriend’s Facebook wall had somehow found its way into her news
feed.
But she wasn’t concerned with
the bizarre phenomenon like I
was. She was more angry and hurt
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that my ex had posted Iron Maiden’s “Charlotte the Harlot” song
via YouTube to his wall, which another ex of mine commented on in
agreement.
“If I get one more notification
like that, I’m going to message
him and say something,” she said.
“You’re my sister. I can’t stand anyone talking smack about you.”
“Let him talk smack,” was my
response. “I’ve heard the phrase
before; my friends and coworkers
affectionately call me that in jest
all the time. I don’t care, so why
should you?”
Instead of shame and embarrassment, I put my confidence
in myself, which took me years
to achieve, above what an exboyfriend with a criminal record
thought of me.
“He can call me whatever he
wants,” I assured her. “It doesn’t
change the fact that I don’t have
any drama with a great circle of
friends. It doesn’t change the fact
that I have a great relationship
with my family. It doesn’t change
the fact that after years of hard
work I’m almost ready to graduate
college. It doesn’t change the fact
that I’m employed with a great
company. I know I make mistakes,
but I’m still a good person, and
nothing he’s going to say can make
me think otherwise.”
I told her she shouldn’t hate
him but rather feel sorry for him
because he doesn’t have any of
these, as I would call them in this
day and age, luxuries.
And it’s not because the world’s
against him. It’s because he made
some regrettable decisions in life,
making it harder for him to be
successful.
As a result, he’ll complain,
make excuses and throw pity parties for himself because he lacks
the confidence and motivation to
try harder.
I hope if my little sister got anything out of that conversation, it’s
that you can feel bad about the
names someone calls you… until you actually take it from the
source and realize in comparison,
you come out on top. There’s no
shame in that.
If your self-esteem is so far
through the roof that nothing else
anyone says can touch you, then
you’re the sexiest beast on the
block.
You’ve got it made.

Titan Money Matters
by GILBERT GONZALEZ

“Because your money matters”

Resolve to save
Even harder than getting back
into the groove of early mornings,
parking lot battles and dry lectures
is sticking to your New Year’s resolutions. I’ve given up on giving up
my favorite vices. I will not resolve
to visit the gym more often. I will
not promise to cut back on my
viewings of the Shore and I refuse
to limit my intake of sugar.
The idea of a resolution at the
start of a new calendar is just as
absurd as Newt Gingrich’s run for
president. Neither the person with
the resolution, nor Gingrich will
see their efforts come to fruition.
A better strategy is to think of
the new year as a time to assess
your progress toward your goals.
If you’ve gotten off track over the
past few months, January offers an
opportunity to regain momentum
and stay the course.
Honestly, those weeks between
Nov. 1 and Dec. 31 are hell!
Trying to lose weight? Not with
Uncle Ted’s array of holiday sweets
you aren’t.
Want to expand your mind by
reading classics? The fifth season
of America’s favorite guidos has
other plans for your gray matter.
Looking to grow your bank account? One word: Christmas.
If your resolution was to save
more money, I have great news.
Change your name to Stella, because I’m about to help you get
your groove back.
The first order of business in
saving more money is to close
your savings account. You read me
correctly. Close your account. If
you’re anything like me, your savings account serves as your backup
checking account. Whether your
savings is linked to your checking for overdraft protection or you
simply make a habit of tiny transfers here and there, you’ll see your
balance quickly dwindle to zero.
The problem, in my opinion, is

a result of sales practices by banks.
You wouldn’t normally think of
it, but money is just as much a
product to sell as cupcakes. Banks
sell checking and savings accounts
like Vons sells bread and butter.
Bonuses, commissions and other
incentives provide bankers all the
motives necessary to convince
students an account with interest
rates below 1 percent are a good
idea.
You’ll hear the same script at
nearly every bank you visit. The
personal banker will tell you how
easy it is to set up online banking,
the simplicity of automatic transfers to build your balance and the
convenience of a nationwide network of ATMs. What they don’t
explain is how to actually save
money. Go figure.
After you close your second-rate
savings, take a moment to browse
through Bankrate.com and find a
real savings account. An Internetonly account offers savers a chance
to earn up to a full percent of interest, something banks like Chase
or Citi can’t compete with. These
virtual banks take advantage of
cost-saving measures, like forgoing the presentation of a traditional branch. Without having to underpay tellers and overpay branch
managers, Internet banks pass the
savings on to depositors, and these
institutions are FDIC insured just
like normal banks.
Does the idea of a branchless
bank scare you? If you can’t shake
off the paranoia, you might want
to try a regional bank or credit
union.
During the financial crisis of
2008-09, many came out to decry
the notion of “too big to fail.” At
the time, six banks contained the
majority of the nation’s money
(since then, mergers and acquisitions have reduced the Big Six to
the Big Four: Wells Fargo, Bank

of America, Chase and Citi). A
resulting movement formed to
encourage depositors to dismantle
the size of the six by closing their
accounts and moving their money
to smaller, regional banks.
Visit MoveYourMoneyProject.
org to find a bank or credit union
near you.
Transferring your money from
big banks to smaller banks does
some great things for your local
economy. Once upon a time, a city
or county relied on small chains of
banks to circulate the funds within
a community.
Before the inception of credit
default swaps (betting an investment will fail, resulting in mass
profits when it does flop) and
mortgage-backed securities (investment packages comprised of
home loans, resulting in mass
losses when they flop), banks relied on the deposits of customers
to stay in business. Funds from
savings accounts were given back
to the community in the form of
home loans, construction financing, municipal bonds and other
investments.
Presently, community banks
are struggling to stay in business.
They’ve been deprived of that
bread and butter to sell back to
their communities, forcing many
to close shop. By moving your
money to a local bank, you save
jobs and may even help to create
new jobs in your city!
As an added bonus, you’ll have
a chance to experience a real, live
connection with a teller.
I can personally attest to how
great having a relationship with
your bank is – from both sides of
the counter.
When I was a teller, I had the
pleasure of meeting some wonderful people and was considered
a friend by some. I even got a
Christmas gift from one merchant
that still adorns my bookshelf to
this day! As a depositor, I love getting to know my tellers.
How often do you walk out of
your bank smiling?
Whether you decide to go virtual or choose to open an account
IRL, remember this one mantra:
Pay yourself first.
Repeating this phrase to yourself every time you get a paycheck
will help you keep this New Year’s
resolution from becoming next
year’s resolution.
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Extra gifts,
empty wallets
Credit statements in
January give a bigger
surprise than the gifts
that accrued them
JOEY BECERRA
Daily Titan

Here it comes. That gnawing,
twisting feeling at the pit of your
stomach. The unrelenting buyer’s
remorse. The agony of waking up
in the middle of the night with cold
sweats and heaving breaths.
Your old friend, the unbelievably
high credit card statement, is back
in town.
The cries of despair are audible
as people open up their credit
statements to learn how much they
really spent over the holidays.
It’s the end of January, and
the month between Black Friday
and Dec. 25 is now just a hazy
memory. The glorious gateway to
unrestrained shopping sprees where
customers took every opportunity
possible to indulge the wishes of
their friends, family and coworkers
is over.
Now, you find yourself crashing
back down to reality.
Remember that old saying,
“Money makes the world go
round?” This year you followed a
new mantra: “Credit is king.” Well,
guess what, King Credit has finally
caught up with you and it appears
that you owe him a big chunk of
change.
Don’t worry though, you aren’t
alone. January is the biggest month
for lenders because consumers
generally receive their credit
card statements for their holiday
spending during the third week
of the month, said Jason Simons,
president of National Settlement
Solutions, Inc.
“We opened the Monday after
New Year’s and the phones just lit
up,” said Simons. “Every January
we get more phone calls, more
Internet hits and more inquiries.”
According to Simons, people are

11

itching to know how much they
spent during the holiday season.
“People pull more credit score
reports because they want to see
how much damage they have done,”
Simons said.
So, why is it that people
overspend during the holidays?
Simons said there are several
factors contributing to the problem
of holiday overspending.
The first is that it is all too easy
to leverage debt with a credit card.
“Everyone wants to give great
gifts to parents or children or
family, but they don’t realize that
they are overspending,” Simons
said. “It’s too easy to put it on the
plastic and know that the bill will
come eventually.”
Another problem is that people

Everyone wants to
give great gifts to
parents or children
or family, but they don’t
realize that they are
overspending.
Jason Simons
President, National
Settlement Solutions

tend to travel during the holidays.
It is almost impossible to travel
during Thanksgiving or New Year’s
without a credit card, Simons said,
adding, “you can’t book a hotel or a
flight without one.”
Simons cites the problem of
holiday overspending as a growing
one because of the faltering
economy.
“Unfortunately with the state of
the economy, family income has
been cut,” he said. “With credit
cards, families can leverage more
and more debt, but then they start
to get in deep and can’t get out.
Minimum payments go up to a
point where you can’t pay them,
and then you get tacked on with
late payment fees.”
Adrianna Bernal, a third-year
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According to experts, the best way to pay off holiday debt is to understand how much is owed and then set up a budget where more than just the minimum payment is met.

criminal justice major, said it
is harder for students to spend
reasonably during the holidays.
“I spent way more … You know
more people and you have a lot of
friends (to buy gifts for),” she said.
Students also live on fixed
incomes, said Sergio Romero, a
third-year mechanical engineering

major. Romero, who left his job
at a junior high school, avoided
spending during the holidays
because he “didn’t want to get into
a deeper hole.”
Budgeting
and
planning
ahead are great ways to avoid
overspending, Simons said.
For those who are already reeling

from the blow of their credit cards,
Simons offers this advice: “Don’t
wait to deal with it and put the bill
aside. Create a budget so you can
figure out how to pay off that debt.”
Paying the minimum payment
on a credit card is never enough
because the debt will never
go away.

“You’re just treading water,”
Simons said.
Lastly, Simons said education
now is the key to avoiding major
debt problems in the future.
What better lesson is there than
racking up a few thousand dollars
in credit card debt right now while
you’re still in school?
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Breaking through fear
ANDREA AYALA
Daily Titan

As the daughter of Mexicans,
Mexico has always held a special
place in my heart. I spent most of my
vacation time, usually twice a year,
as a child gravitating “back” to the
country I was never born in, but was
always a part of.
Like many children in America, I
lived a life of “here and there” moving
back and forth between two very
different countries. As a small child,
the differences were fun; they meant
I had a favorite candy in two different
places: Bubu Lubu candy in Mexico
and Twix in the states.
As I grew older, however, the
differences became much more
complex and apparent to me. I began
to understand poverty when children
my age and height begged me for
candy. It is a memory that I’ve never
been able to forget.
Eventually, I began to understand
the meaning of opportunity. My

college years rolled in, and I had less
time to spend in Mexico; I became
distanced and unfamiliar with
the country.
They say fear comes from ignorance,
and that was why I was afraid to go
back after two years.
The drug-trafficking situation that
has been extensively highlighted on
the news worried me for the two years
that I have not been to Guadalajara,
Jalisco, my parents’ home city. It
terrified me every time I saw a story
about hurt or missing people on the
news.
When my parents informed me
that they had decided to go back
this year to our lovely city, I traveled
with caution. Before I left, many of
my friends at home said things to me
such as, “write to me often to make
sure you’re okay,” and “don’t talk to
strangers.”
Guadalajara, however, was a
huge surprise.
My experience in the city of

Guadalajara was as it had been for most
of my childhood: fun, enlightening
and relaxing. The city of Guadalajara
has a relaxed atmosphere about it, and
the people are as friendly as they have
always been.
The food there was amazing,
especially the specialty of the city,

The thing to
remember about
Mexico is that the
drug problem is about
trafficking...
tortas ahogadas, which are sandwiches
drenched in a spicy tomato sauce.
I roamed the city during the
day with an all-girl group and even
danced the night away at a bar in the
downtown district. At no time did I
feel particularly endangered. In my

experience, it is more dangerous in
many parts of central Los Angeles than
it was in most parts of Guadalajara.
The thing to remember about
Mexico is that the drug problem
is about trafficking, which is the
occurrence of drug movements from
one country to another. Most of
the trafficking leads into the United
States. This is why most of the violence
has occurred at the border between
the U.S. and Mexico. The rest of the
country is generally safe.
The U.S. travel information website,
which provides information to U.S.
citizens about the safety of foreign
countries in various categories such
as violence and health-related issues,
states that “Resort areas and tourist
destinations in Mexico generally do not
see the levels of drug-related violence
and crime reported in the border
region and in areas along major
trafficking routes.”
In this modern world, which is
heavily influenced by the media, it
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Just as it was in the past, some parts of Mexico are beautiful and safe for tourists.

is important to remember the facts.
Some parts of Mexico are dangerous,
and it is not advisable to visit them
unless absolutely necessary; however,
not all parts are that dangerous.
From my trip I realized that I let the
media’s images enter my mind, and
that I had forgotten about the Mexico

that I know.
For all its faults, Mexico—at least
within the tourist areas—is safe
for travel. While being informed
about happenings in the world is
important, it is equally important
not to allow fear to hold us back
from an amazing opportunity.

The year you fulfilled your resolution
ANDREA AYALA
Daily Titan
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A difficult challenge to students is to give up on old holiday habits in January, focusing
instead on improving their lives over the rest of the year.
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The holiday season is definitely
over, and it’s not just apparent in
the fact that lines are shorter at the
mall.
Things have finally calmed down.
Winter break is over and Christmas
decorations have all been packed
away and stuffed back into the
garage.
Now that a new year has begun,
there is just one more thing that
should be packed away: the old
holiday habits.
It’s hard to stop waking up at 2
p.m. and stuffing your face with
snowman cookies for “breakfast,”
but if you were finally able to get
“Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer”
out of your head, then anything is
possible.
The most commonly ditched of
all holiday habits are New Year’s
resolutions. You are not alone if you
feel like you’ve lost faith in making
a New Year’s resolution.
Harmonie Rodriguez, 21, a Cal
State Fullerton business major, has

given up on making New Year’s
resolutions.
“I just never bother (making
a New Year’s resolution,)” said
Rodriguez. “I know I won’t take
the time to follow through and
the new year shouldn’t be the only
time you try to change. It should be
constant.”
Alvaro Mascorro, 21, a human
services major, agrees that New
Year’s resolutions shouldn’t just be
made in January.
“I really don’t beleive the date
matters when making a change for
oneself. That’s why I think New
Year’s resolutions are just a fad,”
said Mascorro.
With the start of a new season
and a new year, there are infinite
possibilities, and while last year’s
resolution may not have worked
out so well for you, these tips can
help this year’s resolution stick for
good:
Step 1: Be realistic.
The biggest problem with
making New Year’s resolutions is
that they are made at a time when

the stresses of every day life are not
present, making some resolutions a
bit unrealistic. The first step toward
fulfilling a resolution is setting
realistic goals for yourself. For
example, if you know you are going
to be swamped with chemistry
classes, then three-hour work-out
sessions everyday probably aren’t
your best bet. Plan your resolution
around your life and make time to
fulfill it.
Step 2: Write it down.
Another problem with New
Year’s resolutions is a simple one
– they are easy to forget about. It’s
easy to remember in February a
promise you made in January, but
as the months roll on, the reason
why you decided to make that
resolution fades from your memory.
Yesenia Altamirano, 20, a
Chicano studies and political
science major, knows all too well
about New Year’s resolutions and
how hard it is to stick with them.
“I think everyone gets excited for
a little while with the new year,” she
said. “Yet somewhere along the way

the excitement fades and (everyone
goes) back to the same routines
(they) had before.”
Write out your goals for the year
and why you want to achieve them.
Post them up in your room as a
reminder. Doing so will help you
accomplish your goals.
Step 3: Grab a buddy.
Find a friend with the same
resolution as you. Are both of you
working toward getting in shape
or learning a new skill? Why not
try it together? Working on a
resolution with a friend can make
the experience much more fun.
Having a buddy can also help with
encouragement and understanding
of the struggles being faced to
achieve this goal. At the end of the
year you can celebrate your great
accomplishments together.
It is not too late to make a New
Year’s resolution. It’s a brand new
year, so try something new.
Stuck in a rut? Find someone
whose New Year’s resolution is to be
more helpful toward others. They
will be more than happy to help.
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Spring must-haves:
What students need
JOEY BECERRA
Daily Titan

With the new semester comes new clothes. The first day of school brings an opportunity for every student
to show off his or her personal style. We asked two style-conscious students on campus what pieces they were
most excited about wearing in the upcoming spring semester.

“Flower patterns
because they help you
think of spring and get
you into a good mood,
and high waisted shorts
because I like the feeling
of throwback.”
- Janice Rojas
19, Biology Major

“I’m looking forward to
big sun hats because
I’ve been seeing them
everywhere and it gets
hot during the spring.
Rompers are really cute,
too.”

- Jacquiline Vital
20, Psychology Major

Photo illusttration by CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan
Students find that they tend to gain weight over the holidays and discover themselves working out excessively for the first few months of
the year. Fitness experts advise that going into overdrive in January will lead to burn-out and ultimately failure in reaching fitness goals.

Too much ham
over the break?
New Year’s
resolutions take effect
and workout fever sets
in on students
JOEY BECERRA
Daily Titan

It’s a Tuesday night in Pilates
class. One month ago, the class was
nearly empty. Vacant spots were
abundant throughout the room,
and the luxury of stretching space
was available for the taking. The air
was cool enough to breathe without
causing suffocation.
Fast forward three weeks into
February. Pilates class has become
a living hell.
The class is completely full to the
point that people are squeezed together in every inhabitable spot in
the classroom. The air is thick and
heavy with humidity. Sweat drips
from your nose in a steady stream
because of the elevated temperature.
Strange feet eventually brush
across your face or against your arm
during the leg extensions and you
find yourself asking, “Where are all
of these people the rest of the year?”
It seems like everyone in the gym
during the month of January has
the same motivation: to lose the
weight they gained over the holidays.
Think about it: November is the
month of turkey, and if you are going to tell yourself that you didn’t
eat cookies and cake every day in
the month of December, then you
might as well brand a big “L” for
liar on your forehead.
At 24 Hour Fitness, gym attendance has skyrocketed in the month
of January, said Kendra Higgins,
orthopedic physician assistant and
24 Hour Fitness instructor. Higgins
explained that eating habits over
the holidays might influence gym
attendance in January.
“We eat so much in December
that we end up feeling guilty,” he
said.
In regards to gaining weight over
the holidays, Deborah WilsonOzima had a few choice words: “It
sucks!”
Wilson-Ozima, a psychology instructor at Cal State Fullerton, said
she tends to eat unhealthy foods
during the holiday season in hopes
of gaining energy to handle the
stress of holiday parties.
“(Unhealthy foods) are readily

available during the holidays and
they tend to have a longer shelf
life,” said Wilson-Ozima.
Reshimi Veena, 25, an information systems graduate student, visited the CSUF Student Recreation
Center for the first time on the
Wednesday before school started.
Her motivation for joining? To

Going to the
gym is a nonnegotiable—you shouldn’t
have to put it on your
calendar.
Kendra Higgins
Orthopedic Physician
Assistant

lose holiday weight.
Megan Ozima, an English graduate student, said gym attendance
at the SRC has been low. She expects to see more people at the gym
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once the semester starts.
Higgins is against completely
devoting oneself to the gym after
New Years’, warning that “in January, people feel like they need to
give up everything.”
Veena said she plans to work out
five times a week until classes begin.
“When I see the calorie count
of how much I’m losing, that will
motivate me,” said Veena.
But Higgins says, “that’s not an
attainable goal. Moderation is the
key.”
Higgin’s biggest point of advice
is to make the gym an essential
part of your daily routine.
“You get up in the morning
and you brush your teeth, shower
and eat. These are non-negotiables
in your life. Going to the gym is
a non-negotiable—you shouldn’t
have to put it on your calendar.”
In order to keep going to the
gym, Higgins suggests finding a
few enjoyable workout classes every week and sticking with them.
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Alumna in OC Music Awards
JARYD LUCERO
Daily Titan

WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan
Davis Fetter will bring in his ‘80s music style along with his ‘50s reminiscent voice into spring’s first Becker Amphitheater concert.

‘80s music feel in Becker
VANESSA MARTINEZ

heartbreak.
Fetter’s love of the ‘50s is an
important factor in why he releases
With
a
recording
style
his music through singles.
resembling ‘80s music and high“It just allows people to kind of
register vocals reminiscent of ‘50s
listen and appreciate the song...
rock ‘n’ roll singers, Davis Fetter
on it’s own,” said Fetter. “I really,
effectively captures both eras in
really love singles. I love listening
his music. His music has even
to just one song from a band, or
been compared to Steven Patrick
an artist, and then just skipping
Morrissey from The Smiths,
around.”
not to mention that he also
Fetter decided to continue as a
rocks
Morrissey’s
solo artist after his
hairstyle. However,
band split, following
Fetter’s unique lyrics
in the footsteps of
“It just allows people to kind of lisshine through the
Morrissey. However,
ten and appreciate the song...on it’s
comparisons
and
being a solo artist is
own,” said Fetter. “I really, really love
similarities.
no easy feat.
singles. I love listening to just one song
Cal State Fullerton
“I kind of learned
from a band, or an artist, and then just
students will get to
skipping around.”
a lot from playing
Davis Fetter
enjoy
the unique
with the band,”
Musician
sound and style of
Fetter said. “It’s
Fetter at the first ASI
definitely one of the
Productions concert
most difficult things
of the spring semester.
Orbison. However, his lyrics are far I’ve ever had to do. It’s probably
The concert will be held in the more personal and distinguishable more difficult than being in a
Becker Amphitheater Wednesday from such artists.
band.”
at noon.
In his five released tracks,
Fetter is not just old-school in
Fetter,
ex-singer/songwriter/ Fetter explores both sides of the his musical style but in the way his
guitarist for alternative/indie/rock love spectrum with tracks like tracks are recorded as well.
band Venus Infers, is an unsigned “Euphoria,” where he portrays the
“I really believe in the
solo musician who grew up in the feelings of longing to love, and performance, you got to be able
Inland Empire and attended UC “L.O.V.E.” in which he addresses to recreate what you record,” he
said. “You got to at least match it
or make it better live.”
Striving to achieve this, he and
his accompanying band record the
music live until they get it right.
CSUF students can definitely
expect a great performance by
Fetter Wednesday.
His songs may range from
outlook but the music is still
enjoyable.
“People can definitely expect
fun and expect to have a good
time,” Fetter said.
Besides an entertaining show,
Fetter will have a special treat
for his audience and let them in
on a couple unreleased tracks,
including a collaborative with
Queens of the Stone Age and their
producer, which he will not be
releasing until February.
If you’re a fan of the Smiths,
definitely check out Fetter’s
performance. You will not be
disappointed.
Daily Titan

Irvine. His real dream is to be a
full-time music artist. He picked
up a guitar at age 12 with dreams
of mastering the guitar like Chuck
Berry. Little did he know his
music would one day be featured
on various programs on MTV, FX,
Sky Network and played on Los
Angeles’ KROQ FM radio station.
Fetter’s music is clearly inspired
by artists like The Smiths and ‘50s
artists like Buddy Holly and Roy
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One of Cal State Fullerton’s
own can be seen Tuesday at 7 p.m.
performing and competing in an
OC Music Awards Showcase at
Malone’s Bar & Grill in Santa Ana.
Spring 2011 graduate Kacie
Yoshida will have her guitar in
hand, singing a 25-minute long
set along with four
other
performances
during the evening. She
will be competing in
the Best Live Acoustic
Showcase series against
14 other Orange County
performers and bands.
“It’s not as much
about the competition
as about community.
We’re all there to support
each other and it is more of a way
to make friends with all of these
bands than anything else,” said
Yoshida.
The print journalism and
American studies double major
first picked up a guitar when she
was 12 years old, but it wasn’t
until high school that she started
to focus more on her musical
talent.
“When I went to college I
started going to open mic at the
Gypsy Den and from there I
started recording,” Yoshida said.
She also eventually found
herself working three restaurant

gigs a week, playing hours each
night.
“You’re just standing up there
playing a bunch of songs for three
or four hours. But you know, it
helps you develop your voice,”
Yoshida said.
Although Yoshida said she
has easily given almost 100 live
performances to date, she still
can’t seem to shake those pre-

the spotlight,” she said. She just
likes making friends. “I love being
with that group of people that are
in the OC Music Awards.”
Along with being a musician,
Yoshida also finds joy in promoting
fellow Orange County performers.
“Whether it’d be moving my
career along or their career along
it doesn’t matter to me. I’m happy
with what I do now,” she said.
She now works at Sweet
Relief Musicians Fund, a
nonprofit organization
That’s something you never get
that provides financial
used to, you never get used to
assistance to musicians
standing up in front of a crowd
who are very sick or
people looking at you.
elderly.
Yoshida is currently
Kacie Yoshida
enrolled in the credential
Cal State Fullerton Alumn
program at Cal State
Long Beach in history
with sights set on being
performance nerves.
a high school teacher.
“I get super nervous before I
“But that’s in a while,” she said.
go on, and then as soon as I’m “I’m not looking super far into the
up there it tends to settle down. future.”
That’s something you never get
“Of course, if something
used to, you never get used to awesome were to come up with
standing up in front of a crowd of either music or promoting or
people looking at you,” she said.
anything like that, or with the
Nevertheless, she feels confident nonprofit that I work with now,
about her upcoming performance. I wouldn’t hesitate to make a
“In my room I play all the songs decision going against teaching if
from start to finish. They’ve been it’s something that would make
good to go for like a year now,” me happy,” she said.
Yoshida said.
For now she’s focusing on her
Yoshida said she is “kind of 25-minute, five-song set, resting her
content” with her music career. voice and mentally preparing to give
“I’ve never really wanted to seek her audience a flawless performance.

CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan
Alumna Kacie Yoshia has been playing the guitar since she was 12 and after almost 100 live performances she can be seen
once again competeing in the OC Music Awards Best Live Acoustic Showcase.
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Expected blockbusters
and more of 2012
JOHN SOLLITTO

for the honor and glory of their
colony in a dystopian future.

A new year means new movies
and 2012 is chock full of them.
While there will always be the
occasional remake here and there
and the obvious duds, below is a
list of films and blockbusters you
should keep an eye out for:

The Avengers (May 4): The
culmination of years making
movies for Marvel Comics, the
stars of Iron Man, Thor, Captain
America and more come to the
big screen in a franchise-merging
film that promises action, thrills
and Robert Downey Jr.’s charm.

Daily Titan

The biggest video game hits of 2011 will be swept under the rug once the expected blockbuster games of 2012 hit the shelves.

ANDERS HOWMANN / Daily Titan

Gamers’ most anticipated titles of 2012
ANDERS HOWMANN
Daily Titan

As years go, 2011 was incredible
for gaming. With early hits like Dead
Space 2 and Killzone 3, and year-end
blockbusters like Call of Duty: Modern
Warfare 3, Uncharted 3 and Skyrim, it
was arguably one of the best years in the
industry’s history.
While most gamers are just starting
to prestige in Call of Duty and finally
emerging from a two-month-long
Skyrim hibernation, there is plenty of
gaming goodness on the horizon for
2012. These are the top five games you
should have on your radar during the
coming year:
Mass Effect 3: We’ve poured hundreds
of hours into the campaigns. We’ve
recruited a small army of characters to
fight by our side against the ominous
Reaper apocalypse. We are all ready for
Bioware to conclude the epic sci-fi space
opera that started five years ago.
Mass Effect 3 tasks Commander
Shepard with defending Earth from an
all-out Reaper invasion. Early footage
has shown an even more cinematic game
play than its predecessor, a new blade that
Shepard can use to take down enemies up
close and four-player, online cooperative
modes. This is likely to be the most
anticipated game of the year for thirdperson-shooter and role-playing fans.

The Last of Us: As the opening
frames of The Last of Us trailer faded
in, I thought the images were real. Even
though there was a disclaimer at the start
of the trailer stating all the footage was
actual game play, I honestly thought Sony
and developer Naughty Dog were lying.
The way the leaves rustle in the wind and
the sun glares down at the viewer was
absolutely stunning. These visuals were
in stark contrast to the violent, postapocalyptic footage shown throughout
the rest of the trailer.
While little information has been
released on the premise and storyline of
The Last of Us, we do know it is a thirdperson, action-adventure game with
horror and survival game elements. Due
to the incredible portfolio of the game’s
developer, Naughty Dog (creators of
Uncharted 3, a game many consider to
be a masterpiece), this game is likely to be
one of the best games of the year.
It’s also nice to see major developers
taking the initiative to start a new
franchise and creating new universes
instead of building on successful ones
with what seems like an endless series of
sequels.
Halo 4: After the developer Bungie
handed off the Halo franchise to 343
Industries, a talented but untested
developer, fans have been wondering
what is in store for the Halo series since its
announcement trailer at E3 last summer.

Vietnamese Lunar
New Year celebration

Viewers found Master Chief is still
alive after the final events of Halo 3
when he was strewn into deep space
and put into cryogenic sleep. Halo 4
will pit the armor-clad gaming icon
against a new enemy, whose identity the
developers are holding closely to their
chests.
While 343 industries did an excellent
job reproducing the original Halo
in this year’s Halo: Combat Evolved
Anniversary, it is still unknown where
they will take one of gaming’s most
celebrated and polished franchises.
GTA V: It’s unfortunate that Grand
Theft Auto has become a household
name due to notoriety instead of
quality game play.
The living, breathing open worlds
of this franchise are some of the best
ever created. They are chock full
of intriguing stories, memorable
characters and Rockstar’s signature
sense of satirical humor. Sure, you
can pick up a hooker in your stolen
Escalade and shoot endless waves of
cops while hiding behind the counter
of a Cluckin’ Bell fast-food restaurant,
but these are only small parts of a
politically-charged crime epic with
serious themes.
GTA V is likely to create the same
uproar from conservative politicians...
and provide gamers with some of the
best open-world game play of the year.

Conclusion:
While there will be the obligatory
Call of Duty sequel and accompanying
fanfare, this year is shaping up to be
full of new game-play experiences, new
universes and worlds to explore and a lot
of late nights of gamers saying they are
playing for “just five more minutes.”
With the launch of the Playstation
Vita handheld in February and the
rumored announcement of nextgeneration consoles at this summer’s
Electronic Entertainment Expo, there
will be plenty of surprises for gamers
along the way as well. So, before you
crawl back in your Skyrim-cocoon until
the end of spring, make sure you keep
these games on your radar.

The Woman in Black (Feb.
3): In his first major movie role
after the Harry Potter franchise,
Daniel Radcliffe stars in a horror/
thriller film about a lawyer who
stumbles upon a tortured spirit
who haunts and frightens the
locals of its small village.
Act of Valor (Feb. 24): An
interesting twist on hyper-realistic
action films, Act of Valor will
actually contain members from
an active-duty Navy SEAL team
who work alongside professional
actors in this film about a team
on a secret mission to rescue a
captured U.S. agent.
John Carter (March 9):
Disney returns to the live-action
film genre with a movie that
has nothing to do with pirates.
Instead, it follows a Civil War
veteran who is transported to
Mars where he must survive in
a world of aliens and all manner
of new creatures. A revival of the
classic book series by Edgar Rice
Burroughs, also the author of
the Tarzan novels, this film has
many eager eyes waiting
The Hunger Games (March
23): Continuing the trend of
book-to-movie adaptations for
this year, The Hunger Games pits
young teens against each other in
a deadly, gladiator tournament

Snow White and the
Huntsman (June 1): Oddly
enough, this isn’t the only Snow
White picture coming out
this year, but it is certainly the
only one the public is curious
about. Starring Charlize Theron,
Kristen Stewart and Chris
Hemsworth, the film follows the
timeless tale of an evil queen’s
quest to become the fairest of
the land by hunting down the
beautiful Snow White. This
adaptation seems to be filled
with a lot of action and some
monsters to draw in more than
just the traditional fairy-tale
audience.
Brave (June 22): Another
Disney and Pixar team-up is
slated for a summer release. No
talking fish or wise-cracking cars,
this time the setting is Scotland
and our main character is not
just a beautiful maiden, but also
a fierce warrior.
The Dark Knight Rises
(July 20): The final chapter of
Christopher Nolan’s Batman
trilogy is drawing near. Set
eight years after The Dark
Knight, Bruce Wayne must
fight as himself and as Batman
against the sinister Bane, who
seems to be leading a city-wide
revolt. Will this be the death of
Batman? Or merely just the end
of his career?
Paranormal Activity 4 (Oct.
19): Feeling like there just aren’t
enough scary movies coming out
this year? Don’t fret, because as
usual there’s another Paranormal
Activity movie coming out right
before Halloween to scare the
pants off you and your friends.

Japanese novel a hit in the states
TIM WORDEN
Daily Titan

STEPHANIE MERCADO
Daily Titan

Friday will mark the annual, three-day weekend event
recognized as the world’s largest Tet Festival outside of its
home country, Vietnam. In celebration of the Lunar New
Year, which sees the incoming spring season as an opportunity for new beginnings and second chances, it may be
paralleled to our own tradition of making New Year’s resolutions and forgiving the failed ones of last year. As the
country’s most well-known and highly praised event of the
year, it is a time customarily made as an occasion for family reunions and spirited optimism.
Hosted by the Union of Vietnamese Student Associations for the past 30 years, Southern California’s Tet Festival has been a huge success in preserving culture and tradition with “over hundreds of thousands that come across
the country” in celebration of welcoming the new year
with “happiness, good fortune and reconciliation,” said
Martin Nguyen, a volunteer with UVSA and Cal State
Fullerton Vietnamese Student Association’s current public
relations officer.
The celebration begins with an opening ceremony, as
led by Ngoc-Minh Nguyen, UVSA’s opening ceremony
director assistant and CSUF VSA event coordinator, who
describes it as the official “kick-off.” It includes a number of festivities, including the Miss Vietnam of Southern
California Pageant.
Live entertainment takes up two stages open to all types
of performances that may be of individual talent or whole
communities reflecting Vietnamese culture through song,
dance, karate and the like that emphasize youth involvement in talent competitions, said Nylinne Nguyen, a
member of the UVSA entertainment committee.
It is a collaborative effort that requires the assistance
of several volunteers every year to make Southern California’s largest Tet Festival possible. Being run mainly
by their operations team, they are responsible for traffic
and gate control, as well as maintenance and assistance to
other Tet committees.
Martin Nguyen describes them as “the real backbone
of the Tet Festival with motivated people who work hard
and play hard.” Prior to his present position and involvement with UVSA and the Vietnamese Student Association on campus, his past experience with Tet Festival has
been “amazing” and further depicts how “being part of the
celebration as well as working with others to make (Tet
Festival) run smoothly makes it all worth the effort.”
Looking forward to what 2012 has to offer, this Lunar
New Year is so far off to a great start with the anticipation
of UVSA’s highly recognized and acclaimed Tet Festival.
The year of the dragon is promised to be full of good fortune and power. Believed as one of the most desirable,
luckiest and best years overall, those attending this year’s
Tet Festival will see the lively celebrations of the upcoming
“Spring of Peace.”
The Tet Festival officially begins Friday at 3 p.m. until
Sunday at 9 p.m., with ticket prices at $5 per adult. More
information can be found at TetFestival.org.

Bioshock Infinite: The new
installment to the critically-acclaimed
Bioshock universe looks nothing like
the original. The floating, airborne city
of Columbia is the polar opposite of
the claustrophobic, underwater city of
Rapture. By giving players the ability to
swing through the air on a vast network
of zip-lines and gun down foes with speed
and precision, Infinite is likely to become
benchmark in quality for first-personshooters and single-player experiences.
Furthermore, if Infinite is anything
like its predecessors, the game will provide
a deep storyline with well-developed
characters.

One for the Money (Jan. 27):
Katherine Heigl takes on the role
of Stephanie Plum, who is a firsttime bounty hunter out to beat
the hum-drum of her old life
as a lingerie saleswoman. Based
on the series written by Janet
Evanovich, One for the Money
is expected to be the first in a
series of films.

From the beginning, I was entranced
by 1Q84, where a woman takes a
suspicious cab ride in Tokyo and finds
herself in a parallel world.
The year is 1984, so the woman,
Aomame, names the alternate world
1Q84, the “Q” meaning question mark.
She suddenly notices differences in the
world, such as the two moons in the
sky—-the normal one accompanied by a
small, greenish one.
1Q84, by Haruki Murakami,
originally published in Japanese in 20092010 in two parts, arrived in English in
October to impressive critical acclaim.
Touted as an homage to George Orwell’s

1984, it ponders human nature.
Murakami skillfully weaves sciencefiction, fantasy, dystopia and a love story
into a 900-page masterpiece. As someone
who wants to visit Japan, I appreciated his
portrayal of Tokyo and Japanese customs.
It placed second in Amazon’s Best
Books of 2011 list and won Best Fiction
category in 2011 by GoodReads.com, a
website that allows readers to rate books.
Each chapter switches perspectives
between the two main characters,
Aomame and Tengo, both 30. Aomame
is a personal-fitness trainer who is given
dangerous, illegal missions by a wealthy
widow. Tengo Kawana is an aspiring
novelist and math teacher. They were
elementary school classmates and have
not seen each other in 20 years.
Tengo is caught up in a dubious ghostwriting job, where he is tasked with
editing a high school student’s novel so

it can win a writer’s prize. He reluctantly
agrees and becomes fascinated with the
author, 17-year-old Fuka-Eri, who ran
away from her family and claims she can
see the “Little People.”
“Ho, ho,” say the Little People, dwarfs
with supernatural powers, such as being
able to cause rain storms.
The novel is very suspenseful. There
is a mysterious private investigator who
can seemingly read thoughts, a girl
who can communicate with spirits,
and a secret religion named Sakigake
in the mountains of Japan wielding a
supernatural power.
Murakami explores the psychological
effects that parental neglect and rape leave
on a person. Tengo and Aomame both
had dysfunctional families in which their
parents showed no love toward them.
Tengo must revisit his past by caring for
his father, now at a nursing home.

Deeply philosophical, the novel asks
thought-provoking questions. What is
reality? Murakami says it is up to us both
to distinguish reality and make it into our
own, better reality.
“Things may look different to you than
they did before. I’ve had that experience
myself. But don’t let appearances fool
you. There’s only one reality,” says a
mysterious cab driver.
As a fantasy story, 1Q84 will rank
among the greats like The Chronicles of
Narnia. The parallel world is intriguing,
and the moons are so well-described I
half-expected them to start talking.
Tengo and Aomame have spent their
entire lives longing for each other. As said
by a song mentioned in the book, “It’s
Only a Paper Moon” by Harold Arlen,
“It’s a Barnum and Bailey world, just as
phony as it could be. But it wouldn’t be
make-believe if you believed in me.”
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Transfers shoot the
Titans over UC Irvine

Women’s
basketball
blows lead
in fourth

They combined
for 75 of CSUF’s 92
points in Saturday’s
Big West matchup

GREG WOODSON
Daily Titan

In spite of a late second half rally
from the Cal State Fullerton women’s
basketball team, the UC Riverside
Highlanders edged the Titans 69-65
in a Big West match up in front of
a hostile crowd at the UCR Student
Recreation Center Saturday night.
A three-point basket made by
Titan senior guard Megan Richardson
silenced the crowd and gave the
Titans a 65-63 lead with 1:44 left to
play in the game, but UCR junior
guard Tre’Shonti Nottingham’s free
throw and layup off a turnover put
the Highlanders up 66-65. Three free
throws later, UCR left its home court
with its first conference victory of the
season.
Nottingham led all UCR players
with 23 points, adding a team high of
11 rebounds, and scored seven of the
Highlanders’ last eight points in the
game to help seal the victory.
The Titans battled back from
an early second half deficit behind
the strong play of Richardson, who
helped will her team back in to the
game after trailing all of the first
half, scoring 19 of her 26 gameleading points in the final period of
play. Richardson added two assists, a
rebound and shot 3-4 from the freethrow line.
“I just missed a couple of my first
shots, and the last couple of games
I’ve been struggling with my shot so
I kind of had the mentality of ‘I’m
not going to let anyone stop me.’
So I started getting more aggressive
toward the basket and my jumper
started falling,” said Richardson when
asked about her first half struggles.
“Coach told us to just stay aggressive
going into the second half. She knows
we’re all good shooters, and she just
told us to keep being confident.”
The Titans took their first lead of
the game 58-55 after red-shirt senior

BLAKE FOGG
Daily Titan

CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan
Senior Megan Richardson (23) shoots over UC Riverside’s Kiara Harewood (1) Saturday
night. Richardson finished with 26 points in CSUF’s losing cause.

guard Lauren Chow made a three
pointer with 8:21 left in the second
half, but could not seem to find a way
to fend off a feisty UCR team.
Titan junior guard Alicya Crisp
also had a strong outing, scoring 12
points on 3-8 field goals, including a
perfect 6-6 from the free-throw line
while adding a defensive presence
that nearly helped the Titans to their
second conference victory.
“I just try to help my team out any
way I can. My whole job is to bring
energy and tough defense and not try
to over do it but just be aggressive,”
said Crisp. “Things didn’t go our way,
but we fought to the end. We just
need to work on end-of-the-game
situations and not starting off slow,
you know, stuff like that.”

UCR went on an 11-0 run early in
the first half to extend its lead to 2914 as the Titans played from behind
and went into the locker room down
42-35 at halftime.
“They started out shooting well
and we shot poorly. We can’t get
into that much of a deficit to start
the game,” said Titan Head Coach
Marcia Foster, when asked about her
team’s slow start. “Going into our
next game we’re going to focus on not
going down early and staying in the
game and taking the lead early so we
don’t have to fight back.”
The loss leaves CSUF at an
8-10 overall record and 1-5 in
conference play. The Titans will
next host Cal State Northridge
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Senior forward Omondi
Amoke was the key player
Saturday with 23 points and
17 rebounds in a 92-84 win for
the Cal State Fullerton men’s
basketball team against UC
Irvine.
Junior guards D.J. Seeley and
Kwame Vaughn also had a big
scoring night with 27 and 25
points, respectively. The three
transfer students combined for
75 of CSUF’s points on the
night.
The player with the biggest
impact in the game was Amoke.
The forward had a big presence
in the paint on his way to his
sixth double-double of the
season.
“The guy who was the
absolute man was Omondi
Amoke. This is what I
envisioned when he transferred
here and was working out with
us,” said Head Coach Bob
Burton of his star forward.
Amoke, a 51 percent freethrow shooter, did the most
damage on foul line, scoring 13
of his 23 points. He also had a
highlight-reel dunk in the first
half.
“I was not really playing
as well as I’m capable of and
tonight I think I’m capable to
bring it,” said Amoke.
The Titans (12-6, 4-2)
jumped out to a big lead in the
first half, led by Seeley. The
junior guard with tape on his
injured shooting hand went 5 of
5 behind the three point arc to
score 21 first-half points. Seeley
was playing with a swollen right

ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan
Omondi Amoke dunks it over a UCI player in CSUF’s win Saturday night. Amoke
had 23 points with 17 rebounds while scoring 13 of his 23 from the free-throw line.

shooting hand from an injury
suffered in the previous game
against UC Riverside.
“I put in a lot of shots yesterday
just so I can get used to it. I did
what I did yesterday, just hold
my follow-through and just have
confidence,” said Seeley.
The Titans led by as many as
30 points in the first half and led
at halftime 56-30. The Titans
were hot on the floor, shooting
63 percent and out-rebounding
the Anteaters 22 to 8.
“I don’t think we could have
played any better than we
played. It was unbelievable how
well we’re playing,” said Burton
of CSUF’s first half.
UCI (6-13, 3-4) would not
go gentle and stormed its way
back into the game. Anteater
junior guards Derick Flowers
and Daman Starring led the
charge. CSUF couldn’t stop
the Anteater offense as they
got within six points from

a 3-pointer by junior guard
Michael Wilder with one
minute remaining. But CSUF
saw the game out on the free
throw line to keep UCI at arm’s
length and go on its way to a
92-84 win.
“The thing that screwed us
up was the turnovers. We turned
it over 17 times. Between that
and them going on a shooting
spree, all of a sudden it’s a close
game,” Burton said. “I never
thought it was over. Even at
halftime I really felt they were
going to come back.”
Starring and Flowers scored
23 and 18 points for UCI,
respectively.
CSUF
senior
guard Perry Webster and UCI’s
Starring and Flowers each had a
game-high of six assists.
The Titans are in the middle
of a stretch, having played six of
their seven games on the road.
The win snaps a three-game
road losing streak.

Hockey team wins opener, loses
the rest at San Jose showcase
Courtesy of Jennie Volkert
The CSUF dance team poses with the national championship trophy after winning the
Division I Jazz Championship. It was their third win in a row and 11th overall.

Dance team wins 11th title
CLARK PAGADUAN
Daily Titan

The nationally ranked Cal State
Fullerton Titans dance team came
home as national champions for
the third straight year after winning
the Division I Jazz Championships
at the 2012 UCA/UDA College
Cheerleading and Dance Team
National Championship.
It was the 11th national
championship for the Titans
dance team.
Jennie Volkert, a CSUF alumni
and co-coach for the dance team,
said that she couldn’t be more
proud of her team.
“Every year, there is something
different that makes each team unique.
This year, it was their positivity, drive,
dedication and motivation from day
one to defend our national title,” said
Volkert. “They knew what they had to
do and they got it done.”
The Titans had the lead after the
semifinals and garnered more points
than Hofstra University and North
Dakota State University in the finals
to cement their three-peat. Big West
Conference rival Long Beach State
finished fourth and UC Santa Barbara
finished eighth.
This year’s winning finals routine
was choreographed by Kenndra
Alvarez, a CSUF alumnus and cocoach for the dance team, who has also
choreographed the team’s nationals
routine for the past three years.
“The talent on this year’s team is
absolutely amazing,” said Alvarez.
“They push me to be better and
better each year in creating a more
challenging and captivating routine to
take to nationals.”
Besides
the
pressures
and
expectations of going into the
competition as the national champions,
this year’s 16-member squad featured
only two seniors and 10 new dancers,
eight freshman and two sophomores.
The new dancers had never been to
nationals prior to this year. It was also
the first year that the competition
allowed 16 girls to compete; it had
been 14 in previous years.

“I thought having ten rookies on
the team was going to be a struggle,”
Volkert said. “But with their trust in
Kenndra and I, as well as the vets, it
made it a bit easier.”
To prepare for nationals the dance
team began learning the competition
routines in early November. About
three weeks prior to competition, the
team increased their practices from
three times a week to everyday until
nationals. The team even practiced
after performing at men’s and women’s
home basketball games, where they
stayed well past midnight perfecting
their routines.
Dance team senior captain
Chelsea Horn, a child and adolescent
development major and four-year
member of the dance team, attributed
the team’s success to their great
chemistry.
“We had a really close team and
we were all really bonded. That really
helped us in fighting to win again,”
said Horn. “I wanted all the new girls
to experience what it was like to win
a national title and we all made it
happen together.”
Senior dancer Marisa Struzik,
a psychology major and four-year
member of the team, was happy to
be leaving her last nationals as a
champion.
“It was the best way to leave the
team behind. I have full faith that they
can keep the tradition going. I am so
proud,” said Struzik. “We love what we
do and we love the school we do it for.”
The competition took place Jan. 13
to 15 at the Walt Disney World Resort
in Orlando, Fla.
The other members of the team
consist of: Two-year members Alexis
Bravo, Kristina Gutierrez, Krysten
Dorado, Nicole Warner and firstyear members Hayley Friend,
Danielle
Hambrick,
Morgan
Harris, Kristie Hendrickson, Tara
Indelicato, Courtney Lawler, Ally
Martinez, Kara Partridge, Kayla
Rowland and Karen Tepe.
The Titans will be performing their
award-winning nationals routine at
the men’s basketball homecoming
game on Feb. 4 during halftime.
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The CSUF hockey team beat
Weber State before dropping
four consecutive games, falling
10-15 for the season
SEAN VIELE
Daily Titan

The season is almost through and it has
been a true roller coaster for the Cal State
Fullerton hockey team.
It was no different for the Titans at the
16th annual Royal Coach Tours Gold Rush
Showcase hosted by San Jose State.
CSUF had only one win in the four games it
played in San Jose.
But there is still hope for the team to make
the American College Hockey Association
regional tournament–it’s just going to take
some serious effort.
The Titans (10-15) have been a team of
diversity this entire season.
CSUF started the 2011-12 campaign
winning just once in its first 11 games, but
the Titans went on a 9-2 run to get back on
track.
They clearly have the young talent to get
themselves back into the race.
“We are still in the hunt for regionals, but
we pretty much have to win out and win the
conference tournament we have in two weeks,”
said Brandon Heethuis, Titan goaltender and
team captain.
The arduous four games in four days started
well for the Titans. Thursday, CSUF crushed
the Weber State University Wild Cats 8-3 at
Sharks Ice in San Jose.

Elan Dunaev and Sean Saligumba both had
hat tricks in the game and Payne Sauer netted
two goals in the victory.
“We dominated the whole game outshooting
them by a large margin,” Heethuis said. “It
was a great start to the road trip.”
The Wild Cats shot themselves in the foot
by getting into penalty trouble and they also
suffered a few injuries, Heethuis said.
But the good times did not continue to roll
for the Titans and the next day, third-ranked
Colorado State University defeated CSUF 7-3.
Colorado outshot the Titans 57-21 in the
game and held a 23-3 shot advantage after the
first period. The Titans went in to the locker
room down 4-0 after the first frame.
CSUF showed up in the second period
getting goals from Dunaev and Saligumba,

We are still in the hunt for
regionals, but we pretty much
have to win out.
Brandon Heethius
CSUF Goaltender

closing the deficit to just three goals.
Titan defenseman Blake Dorman helped
close the gap to just two goals to start the third
period, scoring on the power play to make it
a 5-3 game.
The Titans had a couple defensive
breakdowns after and Colorado was able to
capitalize on those mistakes to make it 7-3,

a deficit too steep for the Titans to overcome.
Heethuis said the team showed a lot of
fight, but having to come from behind proved
to be too much for the Titans to handle.
The next game was a real horror show for
CSUF.
The Titans were torched 12-1 by the No.
1-ranked Arizona State University Sun Devils.
“It was a horrible game,” Heethuis said.
“No one showed up to play.”
Sunday, the Titans faced off against San
Diego State to wrap up the showcase.
CSUF was beaten for the third time in a
row, losing 6-3 to its hated rival from down
south.
Heethuis called it a solid team effort but
said his team got into penalty trouble, taking
seven minor penalties to San Diego’s one.
“The refs kind of screwed us,” Heethuis
said.
It was a rough road trip for the Titans.
Any hope left in the season will depend on
their future performance.
CSUF has four games left until the West
Coast Hockey Conference Tournament in
Las Vegas in February. But as Heethuis said,
they must win all four games.
The Titans will play back-to-back games
against the University of Nevada Las Vegas on
the road next weekend before wrapping up the
regular season at home against USC and Long
Beach State the following weekend.
Before heading to San Jose, CSUF lost to
Utah, 8-2, and had its four-game winning
streak snapped.
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Men’s hoops prepares for road

Sports & Eggs

CSUF will have to
travel to CSUN
before facing rival
Long Beach State

“What makes a good coach?
A good writer”

BLAKE FOGG
Daily Titan

A huge set of road games are
coming up for the Cal State Fullerton men’s basketball team.
The Titans are scheduled to
play two away games–one against
Cal State Northridge Thursday
and then another against conference leaders and rival Long Beach
State Saturday.
Head Coach Bob Burton believes it will be a difficult task at
hand, but is confident in the way
his team is playing after their away
win at UC Irvine last Saturday.
“I think we can keep building
on this. Any win is a good win and
a road win especially. We’re on a
run here, we’re playing six out of
seven games on the road and at
this level it’s really hard,” said Burton. “We’re on the road and it’s
going to be tough ...We’re going
to play against Long Beach. They
are really terrific team.”
Before the Titans travel to
the Beach, they have to take care
of the Matadors. Cal Poly took
CSUN out to the woodshed Saturday night, beating them 100-54.
The Mustangs were the victims of
Cal Poly, making their first 11
three-point attempts, tying an
NCAA record. That really didn’t
matter; CSUN shot 23 percent on
the night.
That’s a testament of CSUN’s
season. The Matadors are the
worst shooting team in the conference with Titans being the best.

Oddsmakers will favor CSUF, but
a game on the road is always something to be wary about.
The game that will catch everyone’s eye is against LBSU, which
is undefeated in conference. You
could argue that LBSU had the
toughest non-conference schedule
in the nation, playing five top 15
teams in the country and beating
No. 9 Pitt and No. 15 Xavier.
Expect some serious offensive fire power from both teams.
CSUF’s high-flying offense will
be looking to take advantage of
LBSU’s mediocre defense.
But LBSU’s offense is one of
the best in the conference as well
and will look for the same thing.
CSUF’s 2-3 zone needs some
work. UCI did an excellent job
late in the game, finding weak
spots in the zone and getting open
looks.
From Long Beach State, the
players to watch out for are senior
guards Larry Anderson and Casper
Ware. They play very well off each
other with Ware being the better ball handler and three-point
shooter. Anderson likes to drive
the lane and rotate around Ware
to get an open look.
One more player on LBSU to
be aware of is T.J. Robinson. Despite his small frame, Robinson is
a strong presence in the paint and
is in the top 10 in scoring and second in the conference in rebounds.
“We know they are going to
come out gunning. We have to go
out there and fight. We have a lot
to prove in this league and show
them we could be right there on
the top of this league,” said junior
guard D.J. Seeley.
The Titans have their three
transfers, junior guards Kwame
Vaughn and Seeley and senior for-

Courtesy of SEAN BOYD / Daily 49er
Long Beach State point guard Casper Ware drained four three-pointers against the
Titans.

ward Omondi Amoke, playing extremely well. The holy triumphant
will be the key to CSUF’s success
this week and especially against
LBSU. Vaughn and Seeley are in
the top 10 in conference in scoring
and Amoke is second in rebounding. They are essential to any

chance of an upset against LBSU.
The Titans are currently tied
for second in the conference and if
they win the two upcoming games,
it will put them at one and a half
games out of the conference title.
The game against LBSU will be
televised nationally on ESPNU.

Coaching legend dies at 85
Winningest head
coach in major
college football
history died Sunday
RICK GOMEZ
Daily Titan

According to the Associated
Press, legendary college football
head coach Joe Paterno died at the
age of 85 in a Pennsylvania hospital Sunday morning. The cause of
death was spreading lung cancer.

He won two
national
championships, had five
unbeaten seasons and a
victory in each of the five
major bowl games.

Courtesy of MCT
Joe Paterno died months after being highly scrutinized for not reporting former
assistant coach Mike McQueary’ srecount of Jerry Sandusky’s alleged sexual abuse
with a boy.

Paterno’s death comes months after serving as Penn State’s coach for
the last 46 years, where he won two
national championships, had five

unbeaten seasons and a victory in
each of the five major bowl games.
He also holds the record for the
most years spent at one school and
is the winningest coach in DivisionI college football.
According to ESPN, he coached
more than 250 players that went on
to the NFL.
In November, the Penn State
Board of Trustees made the decision to fire Paterno in the wake of
a child sex abuse scandal involving
former assistant on the coaching
staff, Jerry Sandusky.
Paterno was under scrutiny for
not reporting to law enforcement
after assistant Mike McQueary informed him that he had seen Sandusky sexually abusing a boy on
campus back in 2002.
Paterno told The Washington
Post in January, ”I didn’t know exactly how to handle it and I was
afraid to do something that might
jeopardize what the university procedure was. So I backed away and
turned it over to some other people,
people I thought would have little
more expertise than I did. It didn’t
work out that way.”
Paterno is survived by his wife
and five children.

by CLARK PAGADUAN

The $13.99 “Machine Burger,”
served at the OC Sports Grill in
Anaheim, is more complex than it
is simple.
It travels deeper than the senses.
The aroma crawls up your nostrils and whispers to the brain that
“you’re a winner.”
It’s a burger inspired by rejuvenated spirits, one that now expects
nothing less than being the best.
The burger, whose name is
a play on one of Albert Pujols’
nicknames, looks as gaudy as the
namesake’s statistics.
It’s a larger-than-the-plate
burger for a larger than life man.
Beneath the half-pound of Angus beef, fried-mozzarella patty,
fried onion strings, avocado and
tomatoes is the newly crowned
$240 million man who inspired
its creation.
Unlike the burger, its namesake
has to do more than just satisfying
one’s physiological hunger.
For Albert Pujols and the Los
Angeles Angels of Anaheim, it’s
now World Series or bust. Every
year they don’t win is a blunder
season.
Forget about the 2,000 plus
calorie wonder on a plate, forget
about the AL West rival Texas
Rangers and forget about the next
owner of the neighbors up the I-5.
Angels owner Arte Moreno has
lured away the greatest player of
our generation to don the carnelian red for the next decade.
Pujols is the modern-day Babe
Ruth.
He plays with dominant grace,
untouched by performance enhancers and loved by the majority.
No one comes close to the consistent production he has maintained in the past decade.
However, if Pujols doesn’t bring
a World Series trophy to Anaheim, the risk will be a failure.
The 4,000 plus rejoiced fans
who welcomed him at the press
conference will have shown up

for nothing. Arte Moreno’s smile
would seem as empty as his pocket
book.
The machine burger will just be
another fancy burger.
Oh yes, this catch is risky. In
some ways, more risk than reward.
Pujols just turned 32, and his
statistical numbers the past three
years have declined each concurrent year.
Most baseball players are in decline by about age 34. Although
he is still performing at an allstar level, it’s most likely “The
Machine” has theoretically three
to four more years left as a premiere positional player before he
becomes the Angels’ designated
hitter.
Though the Angels are getting
a slugger whose career is on a Hall
of Fame orbit, the Pujols window
for bringing a World Series to
Anaheim is small.
At the end of Pujols’ contract
with the Angels, he will be 41.
It appears that the Angels are
investing in three potentially franchise-changing years with Pujols,
but they could be distributing out
millions upon millions to a player
past his potential in the years after.
Everything considered, whether
the Angels made a smart risk will
be determined in the next 3-4
years.
Though the Angels bolstered
their rotation with the addition of
former Rangers ace, C.J. Wilson,
it is Pujols who stands as the highest wave in the “Sea of Red.”
It is Pujols who must captain
the Angels to the promise land;
territory they haven’t seen since
2002.
Regardless of what he pads to
his Hall of Fame numbers, regardless of how much added revenue
he may bring to the city, and regardless of how many machine
burgers are sold–his time in Anaheim will only truly be measured
by the World Series trophy.

Courtesy of MCT
The Angels’ fans have embraced Albert Pujols after he signed a 10-year, guaranteed
$240-million contract, but can he embrace them back with a World Series title?

dailytitan.com/sports
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ACROSS
1 Brewpub choices
5 Bottle tops
9 Newly hatched
pigeon
14 Lower California,
familiarly
15 Mother Goose
baddie
16 Hearing-related
17 Downside of
reading in poor
light
19 Magic wand
wielder
20 PC go-to type
21 Use the ballot
23 Mlles., in Spain
24 Drive-thru
cleanings
29 Checkpoint “Hold
it!”
31 Little-known
information
32 Prefix meaning
“billion”
36 Harbor landing
38 Bridge positions
39 Range for indoor
comfort
42 “Tomorrow” title
singer
43 High spirits
44 1974
Sutherland/Gould
spoof
45 “Burnt” crayon
color
47 Egyptian cross
49 Staunch political
group member
51 Montezuma
subject
56 Admin. aide
57 Hawkish
58 Not so many
62 Solid baseball hit
64 African antelope
65 Muscular woe
66 Born and __
67 Prepares, as
cocktails
68 “Little” Dickens
girl
69 “Besides that ...”

C lassifieds ,
visit

DailyTitan.com
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By Mel Rosen

6 Turkish title
7 Doctor’s selfemployment, and
a hint to the starts
of the five longest
across answers
8 Hombre’s title
9 Low-crime
section of town
10 Sine __ non:
essential
11 Ocean State sch.
12 River to the
Rhine
13 Activist Nellie
18 Addams Family
nickname
22 Howard
Hughes’s airline
24 Scale, as
Everest
25 Improvises like
Armstrong
26 Welcomes to the
penthouse
27 Blog piece
28 Freelance writers’
encls.
30 Zoo swinger
32 Hold tightly
33 Ancient Greek
region that was
home to
Heraclitus
34 One with no hope

DOWN
1 Helps illegally
2 Hen, vis-à-vis
eggs
3 Kick out
4 Olympic skater
Cohen
5 Apple heart

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

(c)2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

35 Make ___: rake it
in
37 Sign anew, as a
contract
40 Thirty feet
41 Soldier of Seoul
46 Sighs of relief
48 Difficult
50 “The Chronicles
of Narnia” lion
52 “___ the Greek”
53 Handle, as a
baton

Horoscopes

brought to you by mctcampus.com

Sudoku

Sudoku brought to you by dailysudoku.com

3
2
4
6
9
1

2
1
3
9
7
6

9
8
7
5
4
2

How To Play:
Each row must contain
the numbers 1 to 9; each
column must contain the
numbers 1 to 9: and each
set of boxes must contain
the numbers 1 to 9.

8
4
5
1
6
3

6 8 2 3 5 9 7 4 1
9 7 3 4 1 2 8 5 6
1 5 4 6 7 8 3 2 9
5 6 9 7 3 4 2 1 8
8 2 1 9 6 5 4 3 7
4 3 7 2 8 1 6 9 5
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4
2 9

7

5

8
9 5
2 6
9
1 6
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3 1 5 8 2 6 9 7 4
7 4 8 5 9 3 1 6 2

oku Ltd 2011. All rights reserved.

6 8 2 3 5 9 7 4 1
9 7 3 4 1 2 8 5 6
4

5 6

3

8

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Use creative tactics and a glue
stick, if necessary. Clean up after yourself. Keep a little
out for yourself, and make up packages. Enjoy a quiet
night.

Daily Sudoku: Sun 1-Jan-2012

7
3
6
8
2
9

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Face to face negotiations can
be quite profitable. You have everything you need to create win-win situations. Think big, and keep it private for
now.

7

6
7
9
2
8
5

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) It’s not just about what’s logical. Consider the emotional factors, and what other people
want. Gather information without deciding. Speak later.

5

(c) Daily Sudoku Ltd 2011. All rights reserved.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Identify the major barrier.
Accept constructive criticism. There’s always something
new to learn from the experience. Take time for meditation.

2 9

8
9 5
2 6
9
1 6

4
9
1
7
5
8

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) You’re ready for growth and
expansion. Consider which direction. Meditate on the
course to take. Find the information that will shift things.

4

8

5
6
2
3
1
4

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) The early bird does get the worm.
Unexpected opportunities show up. Listen to one who
speaks wisely. Career is easier than romance now.

4

medium

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Be careful not to let your emotions get in the way. Your friends are really there for you.
Use newfound strength to carry on.

5 6

2 9 6 1 4 7 5 8 3

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) You may be under some pressure
now. There’s a beautiful view at the top of this climb.
Keep your eyes on the ledges above. Hold firm but not too
tight. Passions stir.

3
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Cancer (June 22-July 22) When you’ve got it, you’ve got
it. No need to flaunt it. Put some effort into the betterment
of others, and it benefits you first.

1
6 7
3

4 1
5

(c) Daily Sudoku Ltd 2011. All rights reserved.

7 3

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Physical exertion lifts your
spirits. Find a way to go play today. Hold off on a radical
suggestion ... it’s not time yet. Lively discussion ensues.

3

1
5
8
4
3
7

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Optimism will carry you far
today. There really isn’t any cheese down the moody tunnel. Take advantage of your bursts of energy to get things
done.

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

Aries (March 21-April 19) Go over your lists again.
Postpone travel and spending, if you can. Simple tasks,
done one at a time, get you farther along than you expected.

12/12/11

54 Rain gutters run
under them
55 System of belief
57 Banana covering
58 Like “la” in Fr. or
Sp.
59 Quarterback
Manning
60 Like many lifelike
museum displays
61 Opposite of WSW
63 Buffalo Sabres’
org.
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MMA: Cal State Fullerton senior living his dream as fighter
...Continued from page 1
“When I was a freshman in high
school, I started seeing things like
the UFC. I started watching fights.
One day, this would be awesome.
I’d rather do this. My junior year,
I finally went to a fight. I saw a
fight at the Anaheim Pond and I
loved it,” he said.
Ciaccio loved it so much that
he decided to begin training his
junior year of high school, where
he began going to football practice
during the day and training at
Team Oyama in Irvine during the
night.
The ensuing summer, with the
anticipation of his senior season
ahead, Ciaccio made a decision
that shocked everyone around
him.
“I decided that I wasn’t going
to play my senior year in football
and that I was going to try to
become a professional fighter. So
I made that decision and right
before training camp I went to my
high school, I told them I was just
going to fight,” he said.
After six months of training,
Ciaccio knew his love and passion
had been lost in football and
found in MMA.
“I’d go to football practice and
I would just start hating it. And
then I’d go to martial arts and I
would just love it like, ‘Oh my
god, this is what I want to do,’ he
said.
Long time friend Christian
Gregor, who played football with
Ciaccio, was surprised by the
decision.
“I was shocked because Steven
always played football,” said
Gregor.
No one took the decision harder
than his father.
“As soon as I stopped playing
football, this distance started to
develop. Football was his first love
and he loved watching me play. As
soon as I quit football, he started
to distance from me and that
distance just kept growing and
growing,” Ciaccio said.
He admits that small fights
would break out into big fights.
In his senior year of high school

his father kicked him out of the
house.
In a span of four years, Ciaccio
dealt with getting kicked out by
his father three times.
He left his house and
immediately got on the phone.
“So you get on the phone
and you start calling friends and
sleeping on couches and then I
called my mom. I had no place to
stay and my mom was traveling
the world, actually I didn’t even
really know,” he said.
As he traveled from friend’s
house to friend’s house, he
maintained his grades, continued
to train and prepare for his first
fight.
However, his first fight didn’t
go the way he expected it to.
“I lost. I was devastated. To that
point, this was all I had,” Ciaccio
said. “After that fight, my mom
was back in town finally and she
was there and I remember sitting
there after that fight and just
being alone.”
The loneliness and heartache
continued but his commitment
and dedication kept him from
quitting. But it wasn’t long before
Ciaccio got his first taste of victory
in his second fight.

I remember my
dad telling me that
I should just drop out and
work at Best Buy for the
rest of my life.
Steven Ciaccio
MMA Amateur Fighter

“It was the first little bit of glory
and positivity I had and kept me
a little more optimistic. I ended
up graduating high school early. I
wasn’t playing football so why be
in high school,” Ciaccio said.
With no reason to be in
school since football was out
of the question, Ciaccio opted
to graduate high school early
and continue his training.
He registered at Saddleback
Community College the following

Contact Us at dtsportsdesk@gmail.com

semester and began working at
Best Buy, all while continuing to
hone his skills as a fighter.
The lack of guidance was evident
in Ciaccio’s first semester when
he failed two of his classes and
received a withdrawal in another.
He was unaware that he would be
able to take the classes over again
and any form of encouragement in
his life to keep going to school was
absent.
His father had different advice
for him.
“I remember my dad telling me
that I should just drop out and
work at Best Buy for the rest of my
life,” Ciaccio said.
Ciaccio
refused
to
quit
and eventually completed the
requirements to transfer with an
approximate 3.0 GPA.
There was a minor setback
when CSUF initially accepted
him in Fall 2010, but his records
showed he didn’t pass the required
math class.
Ciaccio’s mother was back in
the picture and moved Ciaccio
from Mission Viejo to University
Village in Fullerton where she
would take care of his rent for a
year.
Ciaccio took the remaining
required math class at Fullerton
College and was readmitted to
CSUF in spring 2011. Since
being at CSUF, Ciaccio has made
the Dean’s List each semester.
In addition to the new place
he calls home and a new school,
Ciaccio met Paul Edward. Edward
is a life coach who was referred to
Ciaccio by his own uncle.
“He was one of my uncle’s best
friends and he knew I had stuff
going on with me that I can use
help with,” Ciaccio said. “He
brought us two together, and
once we started working, he really
helped me a lot, focusing and
turning my life around.”
Edward, who is also Ciaccio’s
manager, gave Ciaccio what he
needed for the first time–support
and organization his life.
Edward began helping Ciaccio
pick classes, make action plans,
look for better gyms to train in
and ultimately helped Ciaccio take
out all the toxic people in his life.

ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan
CSUF senior Steven Ciaccio prepares to train at CSW in Fullerton for his upcoming fight this Saturday at the Phoenix Club in
Anaheim at 6 p.m.

“That turned out really hard
when it turned out that the
people that were hurting me were
actually my family. So I actually
started to distance myself from
my family because they were very
unsupportive,” Ciaccio said.
Edwards has noticed the change
and growth of Ciaccio over the last
two years.
“Seeing all those voices get out
of his head over the last two years
has been a really awesome thing to
see,” said Edward. “Now he gets
to see and hear himself and listen
to the people that are positive,
supportive and encouraging.”
He said he hasn’t spoken to his
mother since September after she
refused to continue paying for his
rent.
Ciaccio said he has since
invested in himself and used
financial aid to take care of school
and housing.
With Edward in the picture,
Ciaccio took his fighting to the
next level after leaving his old gym
of three years and moved to CSW
in Brea.
The move also helped him enter
an amateur league, California
Amateur Mixed Martial Arts
Organization, where all fights are
sanctioned.
Ciaccio,
also
known
as
Stryker in the cage, is currently

undefeated and has five wins with
five knockouts.
The lightweight’s success also
earned him an invite to train
at Blackhouse, a gym where
prominent fighters like Anderson
Silva and the Nogueira brothers
can be found training.
Ciaccio is making a name for
himself after having no experience
in MMA.
Usually, a fighter enters the
sport with at least one strong
fighting style. Ciaccio learned
it all simultaneously in a short
amount of time.
“They’re amazed that he didn’t
wrestle because his ground game is
so strong. The people that know
this business told me that they
don’t think there’s anybody in his
weight class that can beat him
(as an) amateur or professional,”
Edward said.
“As soon as I started CAMO, I
started realizing that I can win. I
can beat these guys. Once I started
having people around me that
wanted to see me do well, it was
a lot easier to prove people right
than it was to prove them wrong,”
Ciaccio said.
In November, he traveled
to Fresno, Calif. where he was
headlining the main event.
He described the experience
different from his first time in the ring.

“My last fight was totally
different. I have best friends that
traveled with me to Fresno. I had
Paul. He came with me. I had
people around me, positive and
supporting me,” Ciaccio said.
It only took 27 seconds before
the referee restrained Ciaccio from
causing any more damage on his
opponent after landing a head kick
that had his opponent stunned.
“The way he was in the cage,
the way he looked, I’ve never seen
before on the football field. You
can see the excitement in his eyes,”
Gregor said.
It was the “full circle” that
Ciaccio mentioned. Sleeping on
a different couch is no longer an
option. Dealing with the negative
people who brought him down
is long gone. Graduating college
and fighting in peace is what he’s
finally doing.
“It’s cool to see him comfortable.
I’ve helped him move and we’ve
lost count. He’s just comfortable
because we’re all there. His grades
and ability to fight at such a high
level is because he’s comfortable,”
Gregor said.
Once he becomes pro, he will
expect the lights, cheers and
glamour that Rocky was once a
part of. But instead, Ciaccio will
be making a new name for himself
in the cage as Stryker.

