
As the costs and expectations of 
higher education rise across the state 
and nation, Cal State Fullerton held 
a daylong President’s Symposium 
Wednesday titled, “Appraising 
the Future, Understanding Costs: 
Envisioning the New Normal in 
Higher Education,” where national 
experts and university administrators 
discussed how the university should 

move forward.
The main topics of discussion were 

goals for degree attainment, analyzing 
the cost of higher education, 
e-learning and how it would affect the 
current classroom education model 
and the political landscape of higher 
education. From the symposium, 
faculty members and representatives 
hoped to get a big picture of the 
problems affecting the CSU and 
brainstorm possible solutions.

Robert Shireman, former deputy 
undersecretary of education in the 
Obama administration, emphasized 
the need to maintain high-quality 
education for students as the 
California public higher education 

system attempts to improve its 
standing nationwide. He said that 
in order to be a top 10 state in the 
nation, CSU, UC and community 
college institutions will need to 
produce 5.5 million degrees and 
credentials. The state currently 
produces about 2.3 million graduates 
with credentials.

However, he argued that curricula 
shouldn’t be dumbed down or 
streamlined to accommodate 
growing class sizes.

“Education, when done right, is 
not something that is delivered, it 
is something that is co-produced,” 
said Shireman.

He cited the increasing trend of 

students who skate through school 
without studying for extended 
periods of time. He argued that 
this is because professors are 
making assignments that are easier 
to grade due to the increased 
faculty workloads caused by large 
class sizes.

He said the CSU needs a “reboot” 
on what faculty, students and society 
expect from higher education.

As tuition increases for students 
and the state spends less on higher 
education, this “reboot” might not 
seem feasible in this economic climate.

As the head of a collaboration 
between the Pollak Library, 
Information Technology and 
University of Michigan Goals 
Initiative (UMGI), Susan Tschabrun 
is leading a project to digitize 
documents chronicling Cal State 
Fullerton’s history.

The project, funded by a UMGI 
grant, takes historical documents 
and images from the university 
archives to scan and eventually 
digitally upload to the Internet for 
public access.

As part of the digitization 
process, each document will be 
scanned and processed using 
Optical Character Recognition 
(OCR), which recognizes the 
letters in the document to make 
it searchable. The OCR process 
will make previously archived 
documents accessible to students.

“Watching the university kind 
of grow and evolve through that 
documentation is fascinating, and 
with it being searchable I think that 
… people will be able to go back 
and maybe understand how the 
university evolved,” said Tschabrun.  

That evolution is thoroughly 
documented in the archives, which 
contain historical material ranging 
as far back to the university’s first 
years.

“I just think that right now all the 
information about the university 
is buried, and when it’s easily 
searchable I think that students will 
have fun with it,” Tschabrun said. 
“I think that it will be possible to 
actually have a research paper on 
university topics. Right now … that 

would be hard.”
These documents will open a 

new vein of information on the 
university that is difficult to find 
elsewhere.

Albert Ybarra, 36, one of the 
graduate students working to 
digitize the documents, said the 
scope of information is what makes 
these documents so valuable.

“It will give students an area of 
research that has been neglected. 
It’s like an homage to our school … 
it’s good for students to see how far 
we’ve come,” said Ybarra.  

Looking at the evolution of the 
university also provides students 
with context to compare where 
it is now, said Abraham Johnson, 
31, a history graduate student and 
president of the History Students 
Association.

“(The documents) will help 
students to see the progress of the 
school, see where it came from, 
where it’s going,” said Johnson.

This information, Johnson said, 
may only be of interest to a specific 
set of students, detracting from its 
overall campus impact.

“I think that if anybody wanted to 
do an oral project on the school that 
would be a lot of good data for them,” 
Johnson said. “It will consolidate 
the information so you don’t have 
to go to different newspapers and 
will make research on the school a 
lot easier, but whether or not the 
interest is there we won’t know until 
it’s out.”  

For those students not looking 
to research CSUF’s beginnings the 
project will still be of use, allowing 
transfer or graduate students easy 
access to past course catalogs for 
course descriptions and possibly 
providing new jobs on campus.

With the price of gas around $4.20 per 
gallon and heading toward the $5 mark, 
some students and faculty on the campus 
of Cal State Fullerton are catching the bus. 
Whether they take it one-way or round-trip, 
public transportation has become a big part 
of their lives.

The buses are run by the Orange County 
Transportation Authority (OCTA), which is a 
multi-model transportation agency that serves 
Orange County.

The bus system is only one part of seven 
different transportation agencies that were 
consolidated in 1991 to form the OCTA. 
The agency claims that by consolidating all 
the different transportation agencies into one 
authority, they are saving the Orange County 
taxpayers millions of dollars.

Students who ride the buses to and from 
campus are mostly interested in them being 
punctual so they can get to their classes on 
time, as well as getting them back home or 
to work.  

Once the students become familiar with the 
system, they say it is easy to use and can relieve 
them of the burden of driving everywhere they 
need to go.

Erik Ramirez, a freshman computer science 
major, has been riding the bus since he started 
at CSUF.

“It’s been good to me. Sometimes it’s a little 
late by just a few minutes, but it still gets me to 
my classes on time,” Ramirez said. “It doesn’t 
cost me anything.”

None of the students or faculty who ride 
the bus said they had any worries about safety, 
and that they felt safe on the bus and at the 
bus stops.

Gloria Monti, a radio-TV-film professor, has 
been riding the bus three days a week for many 
years, and she said for the most part she feels 
safe while on the bus.

“I have been concerned after the murder that 
took place a few years ago, but generally I feel 
safe on the bus,” said Monti. “But less so when 
I walk home from the bus stop in the evening.”

The fact is Monti chose her current residence 
in an area where public transportation would be 
accessible. “But I am also an environmentalist,” 
Monti added.

Students can take the bus at no cost to them. 
All they have to do is go to the first floor of 
Pollak Library’s North side and get in line at the 
same place where they get their TitanCard. The 
card is magnetized to be read as a bus pass by 
automatic machines on OCTA buses.

Child and adolescent studies major Anna 
Hoang works in the student identification 
department, and helps students get their 
TitanCards set up each semester so they can 
ride the bus for free.

“They have to bring their TitanCards to 
us and we pretty much encode it here every 
semester,” Hoang said. “The encoding this year 
lasts until May 31.” 

“I haven’t eaten today.”
For 26-year-old Matt Corcoran, a Cal State Fullerton 

graduate student, there was no time to grab a bite. There 
was so much that needed to get done. Videos needed 
editing and uploading. His campaigning sites had to be 
updated right away.

It was only 11 a.m., but Corcoran had to spend every 
hour since he woke up ensuring he will be one of the 
lucky few to live out the ultimate baseball fan’s dream.

Corcoran is one of 50 finalists vying for a chance to 
be in the Major League Baseball Fan Cave competition. 
According to the official MLB Fan Cave website, the 
selected winners will live in a titular space in Manhattan, 
New York during the 2012 baseball season where they 
will watch all 2,430 games of the regular season (plus 
postseason games). While in New York, each person 
will chronicle his or her thoughts, feelings and analysis 
through social media sites. It’s more than a contest, the 
Fan Cave is a way for fans to express their devotion and 
commitment to the sport.

More than 22,000 fans from across the country 
submitted short videos to Major League Baseball in 
hopes that they’d be one of the lucky 50 to make it to 
the open voting portion of the contest. 

Moving forward in higher education 
Robert Shireman of California Competes, speaks to the symposium audience on the current state of California public higher education and talks about topics of concern.
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As the U.S. economy 
continues its slow recovery, 
motorists are facing a new 
burden to their wallets as gas 
prices have increased drastically 
in the last week.  

According to an article on 
NPR.com, oil prices have been 
on a sharp rise in the last two 
weeks; the average price for 
a gallon of gas is $3.60 across 
the country, with some areas 
hitting over $4 per gallon.  

Daniel Yergin of Cambridge 
Energy Research Associates 
told NPR that gas prices are on 
the rise because of the West’s 
current confrontation with 
Iran.  

Policies enacted that aim to 
reduce Iran’s ability to export 
oil have driven crude oil prices 
in the U.S. to around $106 a 
barrel.  

Fadel Gheit, senior energy 
analyst at the investment firm 
Oppenheimer and Co., told 
NPR that there is a bigger 
reason for higher oil prices than 
the Iran issue.  

As the U.S. attempts to stray 
from its dependency on foreign 
oil, 700,000 barrels of refining 
capacity have been shut down 
in the States, leaving nearly 
five percent of U.S. gasoline 
production offline, Gheit said.  

There is speculation that the 
jump in gas prices might hurt 
consumer spending and cost 
jobs across the U.S. economy.

Gas Prices on the 
Rise

Brief by Sean Viele 

A North Carolina man is on 
trial for reportedly hiring an 
assassin to kill three witnesses 
who testified against him in a 
previous criminal case.

Hysen Sherifi, 27, along 
with his brother and a female 
accomplice are charged with 
attempting to retaliate against 
the witnesses. The “hit man,” 
whom Sherifi offered $4,250 
for the job, was actually an FBI 
informant.

It is believed that the plan 
was concocted inside the prison 
where Sherifi is serving 45 
years for his part in a plot to 
assault the Marine Corps Base 
Quantico.

Shkumbin Sherifi, his 21-year-
old brother, was arrested when 
he visited his older brother in jail 
to show him fake photographs of 
the targets supposedly beheaded 
by the FBI informant.

Nevine Aly Elshiekh, 46, who 
was the supposed “go-between” 
for the two brothers, was also 
taken into custody in January. 
She is also accused of putting 
down $750 as a down payment 
for the Sherifi brothers.

Retaliation on 
Witnesses

Brief by John Sollitto

A journalist and photographer 
died Wednesday while reporting 
on the conflict in Syria, 
according to Yahoo News.

American-born Marie 
Colvin, a well-known foreign 
correspondent for the London 
Sunday Times was killed along 
with her French photographer, 
Remi Ochlik, while covering 
the fighting in Homs, Syria. 
Three other journalists were 
wounded.

Their deaths came just after 
Colvin appeared as a guest on 
Anderson Cooper’s show on 
CNN.

“It’s a complete and utter 
lie they’re only going after 
terrorists. The Syrian Army is 
simply shelling a city of cold, 
starving civilians,” said Colvin.

These new journalist deaths 
come less than a week after 
Anthony Shadid, a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist for 
The New York Times, died 
from an apparent asthma attack 
in Syria.

According to Jean-Pierre 
Perrin, a French journalist who 
was with Colvin last week, the 
Syrian Army was ordered to kill 
any journalist in Syria.

Reporting in Syria 
Led to Fatalities

Brief by Sepideh Nia

DTBRIEFS

The Cal State Fullerton African-
American Resource Center 
presented its fifth annual Black 
History Month Community 
Dialogue Tuesday night.

This year the panel had one 
major question to discuss, “Is There 
A Black Political Voice in 2012?” 
Though they did touch upon the 
subject much, the dialogue was 
about improvement of political 
activism, not only for blacks, but 
for everyone, especially at the local 
level in the community.   

The panel featured Gerald 
Patton, Ph.D., director of 
assessment and effectiveness, 
Scott J. Spitzer, political science 
professor, John Belleci, graduate 
student, Davida Hopkins-
Parnham, executive assistant to 
vice president for Academic Affairs, 
Nehasi Lee, Compton Community 
Educational Center student, and 
Bobby McDonald, president and 
executive director of the Black 
Chamber of Commerce of the city 
of Orange County.

Moderating was Gregory Brown, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of 
criminal justice.

Patton brought up the high 
percentage of African American 
voting turnout in 2008 and focused 
on the extent of what the outcome 
will be in 2012.

Patton was also quick to point 
out that in 2008 Obama won 
by getting the majority of the 
minority vote as the white vote was 
more than 50 percent for McCain.

 He warned that those same 
voters might not turn up this time 
around making this election more 
complicated than some political 
pundits might think, especially if 
the black vote is not as strong.

However, when Brown turned to 
the crowd to ask who planned to 
vote for Obama in 2012, the room 
unanimously raised their hands.

McDonald said “no” to the 
original question posed by the 
panel. He said he believes that there 
is no political voice that focuses on 
the black community and there 
are not enough organizations that 
represent that community. 

McDonald said for there to be a 
voice, people have to get involved, 
which he feels is not happening 
this election. McDonald’s focus 
was more at the local level where 
those who get involved can get 

their voices heard.
Bacall talked about political 

activism and lack thereof. When 
he found that there is an apathy 
when he tried to get some people 
involved, he said that, for the 
most part, black students do not 
believe that they can actually 
change anything.

Torrell Foree, 21, a history 
major, said that he was worried 
about the lower percentage of black 
students at CSUF.

Bacall pointed out the correlation 
of rising tuition costs and the 
lowering percentage, also noting 
that a group of people cannot wait 
for the numbers to start activism.

“It was very insightful,” said 
Foree. “I learned how segregated 
the black community really is from 
the other ethnic communities.”

Foree said he plans to use what 
the knowledge he gained in his 
future political activism.  

Lee talked about other campuses 
with small black populations and 
how much they were able to change 
their campuses through activism.

MarQuitta Smith, 22, senior 
health science major, agreed that it 
does start at the local level, pointing 
to her experience protesting in 
Langsdorf Hall last year.

“Get the African American 
community involved more with 
each other and understand it’s not 
the numbers that count but as 
long as you have a voice and you 
speak you can make a difference 
regardless how many people you 
have,” said Smith.

Spitzer said it was the student 
voices getting involved that got 
president Obama elected in the 
first place.

Joilyn Simmons, 21, health 
science major, said she found the 
dialogue insightful.

“I hope to look for more 
interactions with not only the 
African American community but 
other races as well,” she said.

The panel’s main lesson of the 
night was that there is a voice but 
people have to go out and make 
their voices heard to make any 
difference in their environment.

Rep. John R. Lewis (D-Ga.) will be speaking at the 
Arboretum Feb. 26 as part of the ongoing exhibit, “New 
Birth of Freedom: Civil War to Civil Rights in California.”

The exhibit began in April 2011 and is sponsored by 
Cal State Fullerton’s Center for Oral and Public History. 
It is curated by graduate students in CSUF’s History 
Department.

Visitors will be able to listen to oral histories of local 
residents who were involved in the civil rights movement, 
such as those who fought to desegregate the Placentia 
and Westminster School Districts. CSUF professors and 
students will also be reading pieces by Frederick Douglass 
and other civil rights pioneers.

“New Birth of Freedom commemorates the 
sesquicentennial of the Civil War and the 50th anniversary 
of the Freedom Rides,” said Benjamin Cawthra, Ph.D., 
associate director of the Center for Oral and Public History. 
“It tells the story of California’s contributions to the Civil 
War and to the civil rights movement, and puts these two 
eras in conversation with each other to get a new perspective 
on the evolution of American freedom.”

The exhibit will also look at the issue of California’s 
role in the civil rights movement as well as the Civil War. 
Artifacts including the uniform of a Civil War soldier 
from California and United Farm Worker buttons will 
also be on display.

“Lewis is not the first speaker who has been hosted at 
the Fullerton Arboretum as part of the Civil War to Civil 
Rights exhibit,” said Mimi Ko Cruz, public affairs officer 
at CSUF.

Since its opening, the exhibit has hosted a panel 
discussion on housing rights, Civil War and Abraham 
Lincoln historian Ronald D. Rietveld spoke on California’s 
role in the Civil War and Arthur A. Hansen, CSUF 
professor, spoke about the experiences of Orange County 
during WWII.

Rep. Lewis’ history in the civil rights movement is a 
significant one.

“He is probably the best-known living leader from the 

civil rights era and it is an honor for us to host him. He 
will tour the exhibition and give a speech,” Cawthra said.

Lewis was born in Alabama and attended segregated 
schools in his childhood. As he grew up, he witnessed the 
Montgomery bus boycott, and the speeches and efforts of 
Martin Luther King Jr.

In 1963, at the height of the civil rights movement, 
Lewis helped form and became chairman of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. Through his 
efforts, he became known as one of the “Big Six” in the 
civil rights movement and gave the keynote speech at the 
March on Washington in 1963.

Lewis now serves as the U.S. Representative of Georgia’s 
5th Congressional District and continues to advocate a 
philosophy of nonviolence as well as continuing his fight 
for human rights across the country. He will be expected 
to speak on his life’s journey and his experiences in the 
civil rights movement.

“It sounds like it will be really educational,” said 
Christina Dodson, a CSUF graduate student. “I’m glad 
CSUF is hosting something like that.”

Rep. Lewis will be introduced by Rep. Loretta Sanchez 
(D-Garden Grove) at noon, and the speech is free and 
open to the public. The exhibit itself will remain on 
display until May 30 and is open Thursdays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays noon to 4 p.m.
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presidential election
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to be a part of the ongoing New 
Birth of Freedom exhibit Sunday
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Political activism encouraged

Civil rights leader to speak 
at Fullerton Arboretum event

CORRECTION

For the record, the article 
“Fullerton PD investigated” 
incorrectly stated that Kelly 
Thomas was 38 years old 
when he died. He was 37.

Jane Wellman, executive director 
of the National Association of 
System Heads and founding 
director of the Delta Cost Project on 
Postsecondary Education Costs, said 
that the “smoking gun” of education 
expenditures is not directed at the 
administration or students. The culprit 
of increasing education budgets goes 
toward the rising cost of health care 
and employee benefits.

Others assume that rising tuition 
and decreased spending in California 
public higher education is the result of 
an administration conspiracy.

“The reality is that it is evaporating,” 
she said. The solutions she provided 
for the financial issues affecting the 
CSU were to increase transparency 
of campus expenditures, emphasizing 
a greater reliance on data to make 
informed economic decisions.

Alexander King, president of Cal 
State Long Beach, spoke on the political 
climate of California and how states 
are abandoning their commitments to 
higher education when they know that 
the federal government will supplant 
their expenditures.

“States are abandoning their 
commitments as fast as they can. 
Why? Because they can,” he said.

He also said the Cal Grant system, 
which can provide a student with 
up to $12,192 a year for a college 
education, does not have enough 
oversight. In many cases, he said, 

students who are attending for-profit 
or private universities receive larger 
Cal Grant awards than students who 
are attending a CSU.

“There are bad players that need 
to be reeled in and good players that 
need to be rewarded,” he said about 
some California institutions.

He concluded by showing data on 
how efficient CSUF and CSULB are 
in terms of the amount the universities 
spend per graduate. According to 
figures provided by the CSU, CSUF 
spends about $42,689 per graduate. 
For perspective, Stanford spends 
approximately $305,000 per graduate.

The solutions suggested in the 
symposium were to lobby for more 
state funding and to streamline 
the current educational model and 
increase student capacity by either 
relying on the private sector and 
online learning, or increasing tax 
revenue and putting it toward public 
higher education and building 13 new 
CSU campuses.

A consensus was that a change in 
the way that students and teaching 
professionals think about education is 
needed for California’s public higher 
education to become one of the top 
10 systems in the country.

Dr. William G. Tierney, university 
professor and director of the Pullias 
Center for Higher Education at 
University of Southern California, 
said that a new educational model 
that includes the private sector and 
online learning would be the most 
feasible and likely option as the 
CSU moves forward.

SCHOOL: Reasons for tuition hikes

 ...Continued from page 1

Rep. John R. Lewis will be a key participant in the exhibit, 
which will highlight the civil war and the civil rights movement.
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In 2011, two successful 
entrepreneurs started a business 
aimed at attempting to solve their 
frustrations regarding global poverty.

Dale Partridge, 26, and Aaron 
Chavez, 19, broke the world down 
into seven of the world’s greatest 
problems, including slavery, water 
scarcity, hunger and poverty, which 
resulted in their creation of Sevenly.
org. 

The online-based organization is 
structured around the number seven 
and builds upon the popular trend 
of companies that make giving an 
integral part of their business. 

“We really can’t get society to 
understand the value of giving 
until we can get them to give, so 
we built a model that revolved 
around this idea,” said Partridge, 
CEO of Sevenly. 

Each week, Sevenly partners with a 

new non-profit charity that supports 
one of its world causes. Sevenly then 
showcases that charity by creating 
a unique design that embodies the 
charity’s mission. 

Every Monday morning, Sevenly 
debuts a new design that’s printed on 
T-shirts and hoodies and then sold 
on Sevenly.org for exactly seven days. 
After those seven days, the unique 
design is retired for good. 

Each T-shirt costs $22; hoodies 
cost $35. 

For each product sold, Sevenly 
donates $7 to the charity they are 
showcasing, meaning the company 
donates around 30 percent of its 
revenue. 

During the week, employees work 
diligently to campaign for that week’s 
cause in an effort to raise awareness 
and change the world. 

According to the website, Sevenly 
is in the top 10 best companies in the 
world at social media engagement, 
and 85 percent of sales are driven by 
social media. 

Aaron Smith, Sevenly junior 
web developer, said one of the most 
exciting parts of his job is reading 

customer comments on Facebook 
and Twitter.

“I love reading and hearing about 
our customers, or as we call them — 
co-givers — getting excited about 
a cause. Watching people give and 
seeing them change because of it, is a 
phenomenal experience,” said Smith.

To date, the company, which 
started in June 2011, has donated 
$251,370 to various charities, 
supporting causes ranging from 
assisting those with autism in 
the United States to combating 
sex trafficking in Cambodia and 
Thailand.

Sevenly was originally 
headquartered in the Inland 
Empire, but moved into its new 
home in downtown Fullerton in the 
beginning of February.

“Having schools nearby was a 
main reason. We wanted to connect 
with the youth and be in a place 
where we can connect with people 
and be a part of things,” said Megan 
Lane, Sevenly graphic designer.

Ultimately, Partridge said that 
Sevenly would like to see people 
go from giving and receiving 

something in return, to becoming 
standalone givers.

For more information, visit 
Sevenly.org.

Associated Students, Inc. implemented a free 
readership program early February for all students 
passing through the Titan Student Union and 
Student Recreation Center. The readership 
program offers free copies of the New York Times, 
USA Today and The Orange County Register.

Titan Student Center Director Kurt Borsting is 
one of many people who helped implement this 
program.

“If successful, it can tie to faculty implementing 
this readership program into curriculum, 
which would ultimately enrich education,” said 
Borsting.

The readership program was approved and 
funded between the Titan Student Center’s 
Governing Board and the ASI Board of Directors. 
The cost is $10,000 from each half, making the 
program $20,000 total for the semester. Every 
CSUF student pays a Student Union Fee and an 

Associated Student Fee, a fraction of which goes 
toward the readership program’s budget.

Other news stands on campus still sell The 
New York Times for $2.50, The O.C. Register for 
$.75, and the USA Today for $1.

“ASI is offering a service of value to its 
students,” Borsting said.

One purpose of the program is to drive 
more student traffic to the TSU and SRC areas. 
Borsting said the purpose of this program is 
to act as a convenience for students to educate 
themselves and remain informed on what is going 
on around them.

Matthew Haskins, an American studies 
professor, said that if students became more 
frequent readers of the newspaper, it would create 
a better learning environment for class. Haskins 
said that understanding current events would 
only help students make a better connection in 
the classroom when talking about history.

While online versions of each newspaper are 
also available, Haskins said physically reading a 
newspaper brings different opportunities than 
looking up stories online. 

“Browsing newspapers gives you the chance to 
read about something you didn’t intend to read in 

the first place,” said Haskins.
Haskins receives the LA Times at home and 

reads the rest of his news online.
Lyndsey Grove, 23, a business major, is directly 

affected by the readership program. 
“I workout at the Rec Center on a regular 

basis, so learning about this new readership 
program makes the experience even more 
convenient for me,” said Grove. 

Working out is a part of many students’ 
daily activities, so having the readership 
program at the SRC and TSU provides a level 
of convenience that students appreciate. Grove 
said that being able to grab one of the papers 
after a workout is a perfect transition.

The papers are often left behind once read, 
so they are often recycled and circulated 
throughout campus.

dai lyt i tan.com/news

NEWS

3February 23, 2012

“I don’t think the project will 
stop and we’ll stop digitizing … 
(the project) can be run with mostly 
student workers, and that’s useful 
because it makes jobs for students, 
and so I don’t see it stopping when 
the grant money runs out at the end 
of May,” Tschabrun said.

Lack of material will certainly not 
bring the project to an end, as the 
project will move from documents 
and images to the more difficult 
digitization of historic audio and 
video sources.

“This is just the beginning 
because this is just the start of the 
grant,” Ybarra said. “We have so 
many more collections we want to 
bring online.”

After the scanning of documents and images is completed, participants will move 
on to digitizing historic audio and video files for the university.

ANIBAL ORTIZ / Daily Titan

DIGITAL: History computerized

OCTA: Bus stops surround campus

 ...Continued from page 1

Whether it is an off-campus 
store, an online source, a library, an 
old edition or sharing books, Cal 
State Fullerton students have a lot 
of options as far as getting books 
for their classes. Alternatives to keep 
textbook prices competitive exist.

Advancements in technology has 
opened the door for new sources for 
students to purchase textbooks.

Chegg.com, a website that 
launched nationally in 2007, is often 
used by college students. The website 
offers more advantages for students so 
they can start searching online fairly 
quickly versus having to drive from 
store to store to check the prices of 
books.

“Our core mission is to help 
students save time, save money and 
get smarter,” said Angela Pontarolo, 
Chegg.com communications 
manager. “Chegg offers homework 
help, course selection, study guides, 
textbook and e-textbook rentals, 
student deals and college recruiting 
services on more than 7,000 campuses 
nationwide 365 days a year. Other 
than students, Chegg also works with 
brands to offer students tailored deals 
as well as with college and universities 
to help with the college recruitment 
and scholarship process.”

Students can save up to $500 a 
year renting their textbooks through 
Chegg, Pontarolo said. 

With thousands of students in 
college and textbooks being an 
essential part of education, bookstores 
and websites like Chegg.com are in 
high demand and popular amongst 
students with a tight budget. 

“With several dozen options 
students have to purchase books 
from, it is difficult to say how much 
business goes to any particular site,” 

said Kim Ball, senior manager of 
course materials at Titan Shops. “We 
actually partner with Chegg and 
Bookrenter through our websites, as 
well as Amazon to help students find 
the best possible price on textbooks. 
If they choose to order from one of 
those vendors, they can simply click 
from our site to theirs.”

Since Chegg.com is one of the 
main associates with the bookstore, 
Titan Shops get a small affiliate 
commission by linking to the Titan 
website.  

Titan Shops, run by the CSU 
Fullerton Auxiliary Services 
Corporation, has a history of 
supporting ways to lower prices on 
textbooks, even if it means less profits, 
Ball said.     

Vanessa Maloney, a business 
administration major, prefers Chegg.
com because it sends free shipping 
labels for the books. She said Chegg 
has an easy return policy and ordering 
online simplifies the book-buying 
process.  

“It is much easier to find the book 
you are looking for,” said Maloney. 
“All you have to do is search by the 
title or ISBN and it comes right up. 
You save time searching through isles 
of books in the store.”

In addition to saving money, she 
said she finds it appealing that Chegg 
plants a tree for every order in the 
country of the customer’s choice.

As a part of the company’s 
philanthropic efforts, Chegg.com 
is dedicated to its Chegg.com for 
Good program, where it does good 
for education, the environment and 
various communities.

“Chegg has planted over 5 million 
trees through our partnership with 
American Forest Global ReLeaf 
Foundation,” Pontarolo said. “In 
January, we partnered with ONE, the 
antipoverty organization to launch of 
Are You the ONE?, a national search 
to send eight standout American 
students on a once-in-a-lifetime trip 
to Africa. The application period just 

closed and 50 semi-finalists will be 
announced at the end of February.” 

In January, Chegg.com launched 
an HTML5-based eTextbook Reader 
that allows students to access their 
textbooks on any connected device.

“The eTextbook Reader delivers 
the most advanced set of features 
designed specifically for students 
and seamlessly connects to Chegg’s 
network of students and services,” 
Pontarolo said.

Chegg.com is staying ahead in the 
education market from starting as a 
purely textbook rental company to 
evolving into the leading network for 
students.

Pontarolo said Chegg.com is 
changing and enhancing education 
for millions of students.

“We believe the role of technology 
plays in education is largely untapped,” 

Pontarolo said. “Technology has 
made a dramatic impact on personal 
life and in business; there is still a 
huge way to go in helping with your 
student life.”

Chegg.com is using technology to 
connect students to other students, 
teachers and tools to change the game.

Money is tight, people have 
budgets and tuition is not going 
down any time soon.

Whether it is buying textbooks 
at the bookstore, online or at an 
off-campus book store, personal 
preference is what best fits the needs 
of students.

“I have saved anywhere from $100 
to $200 per semester,” Maloney said. 
“I think Chegg is the best place to rent 
books. The saving and convenience 
makes it well worth it. These days it’s 
all about saving the most money.”

 Chegg.com sells to 
students at more than 
7,000 colleges

SHEILA DEL CID
Daily Titan

Students look for books online

Changing the world, T-shirt by T-shirt
 Entrepreneur duo 

set out to conquer
seven global problems

PATRICE BISBEE
For the Daily Titan

The above shirt is meant to highlight the 
global problem of sex trafficking. Each 
shirt is $22; Sevenly donates $7 per shirt.

Courtesy of Sevenly The passes are only good for one 
semester at a time. Students must be 
in summer school to ride during the 
summer months.

Ben Price is a transportation 
analyst for CSUF and keeps track of 
how many students ride the bus each 
month.

“On average, approximately 
2,000 students a month (ride the 
buses), and it’s already free to any 
student staff and faculty,” said Price. 
“They can really save a lot on gas 
and wear and tear on their car, and 

maybe their insurance can lower 
their premiums if they’re not driving 
their vehicles … There are a lot of 
cost savings by just riding the bus.”

OCTA has many bus stops 
around the campus borders, making 
it convenient to get on and off the 
bus near the students’ classes.

For students that may live 
farther from campus than most, 
the Metrolink is part of OCTA and 
covers a wider area.

OCTA has made an effort to 
make the system easy to use online 
by creating a website where anyone 
can find the best way to use the 
mass-transit system.

 ...Continued from page 1

Free newspapers hit stands

LINDSAY LEE
Daily Titan

 Press gratis at SRC and 
TSU, but still cost money in 
other parts of campus

Browsing newspapers gives 
you the chance to read about 

something you didn’t intend to read...
Matthew Haskins

American Studies Professor



Imagine struggling to get around from Point 
A to Point B — either you have difficulty 
walking, or you’re confined to a wheelchair. 
Your only means of transportation is the 
Orange County Transit Authority (OCTA) and 
its bus system. That’s the way it is for many 
people who have disabilities all over Orange 
County. However, in South Orange County, 
buses are far too infrequent.

Until last year, buses ran regularly in 
South County. Today, very few run anymore; 
especially Sundays. This is a hardship for most 
people with disabilities. Most of them rely on 
a ride-sharing program, similar to Dial-a-Ride, 
called ACCESS — a program that is operated 
by OCTA. It contracts out to taxi companies 
on Sundays.

ACCESS allows eligible people who, for 
whatever reason, are unable to use public 
transportation. But while that seems fine 
and dandy on the face of it, the real problem 

is ACCESS doesn’t travel more than three-
quarters of a mile from a bus stop.

“If the stop is more than three-quarters of 
a mile from a bus stop, there’s no service,” 
said Mario Martinez, 38, a history major, who 
regularly utilizes ACCESS services.

For some people, trying to use ACCESS 
to get to South Orange County can be 
troublesome.

“South County’s just a nightmare to go to 
just about anytime,” Martinez said. “More so 
since Sunday service has been pulled back.”

When routes 82 and 85 were cut off on 
Sundays, all of Rancho Santa Margarita and 
most of Mission Viejo were cut off for people 
with disabilities. The 91 still runs from 
Saddleback College in Mission Viejo to the 
Laguna Hills Transportation Center.

People with disabilities can no longer get 
around in those areas. They can’t go to church. 
They can’t go to the store. They can’t visit 
friends or family. They can’t even go to work.

According to the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), public transportation entities, 
like OCTA, are required to provide adequate 
transportation to people with disabilities. 
OCTA completely fails in this area due to 
the fact that this transportation is extremely 
limited on Sundays.

It makes sense that OCTA would make the 

cuts. It wasn’t getting the funding it needed. 
According to The Orange County Register, 
OCTA cut 400,000 hours of bus services and 
laid off 400 workers. This solved the budget 
problem. It’s just too bad it left people with 
disabilities stranded, especially on Sundays, 
with no transportation.

For the most part, the only buses that run 
further south on OCTA’s Sunday service than 
the 89 are the 91 and the 1, which runs along 
Pacific Coast Highway.

Rather than bringing back some of the 
Sunday service, OCTA plans to spend $1 
million on a bike-sharing service to the city of 
Fullerton, which is grant funded.

Maybe OCTA just hasn’t received the right 
“grant” that would put the South County buses 
back on the streets.

There are other ways this could have been 
handled. OCTA could’ve cut a few hours here 
and there on all buses instead of cutting routes 
entirely, which negatively impacted access in 
those areas.

It’s not fair in the least that people with 
disabilities living in certain areas are left 
stranded, or that the buses that actually do run 
are so few and far between. The best solution 
would be to make OCTA privately funded so 
it can serve the needs of all Orange County 
residents adequately. 
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Let us discuss Christianity in a 
nutshell: Those who are Christian 
believe they are born sinners 
because of Adam and Eve’s original 
sin. They have all sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God, unless 
they accept Jesus, his only begotten 
son into their hearts so that they 
may live eternally. 

So, from the moment they are 
born, they are instructed that they 
are not worthy enough for Heaven, 
and they have to climb an uphill 
battle of sins while constantly 
repenting throughout their lives, 
just to reach it.

Instilling people with low self-
esteem is part of the problem. 
But in addition, religion has been 
used to justify mistreatment of our 
neighbors through intolerance, 
murder and stripping them of their 
rights because of the ambiguous 
way it is interpreted. People may 
say religion leads one to salvation, 
but in reality, it has done more 
harm than good.

Just the other day, I watched 
For The Bible Tells Me So, a 2007 
documentary directed by Daniel 
G. Karslake, which focuses on 
how religious people deal with 
homosexuality within their 
families. One of the women in 
the documentary shared a story 
about how her daughter came out 
to her in a letter and she replied, 
expressing her disappointment, 
adding that she could never accept 
her homosexuality. When remorse 
kicked in she tried to apologize and 
make amends, but was rejected. 
Later, her daughter hanged herself 
from a closet.

The homosexual girl’s views 
were wrong, for the Bible told 
her mother so. The end result? 
A grieving mother had to bury 
her child, something no parent 
should ever have to endure. How 
can anyone who is not a heartless, 
unfeeling robot put a “holy” book 
before their own flesh and blood?

Jonestown is a perfect example 
of how religion can blind people 
and restrict them from thinking 
logically. They are persistent in 
believing that everything happens 
because a big man, up in the 
sky, said it would be that way. In 
Jonestown, members of a church 
decided to commit suicide in order 
to evade the tribulation period 
they thought was approaching — a 
movement led by Rev. Jim Jones.

According to “American as 
Cherry Pie,” an essay by Rebecca 
Moore, a journal by a follower of 
Rev. Jones said, “Nuclear war is 
made certain,” after being fed false 
information by him. That year, in 
1978, the Jonestown movement 
took the lives of approximately 900 
people wanting to avoid, what they 
believed was, an imminent nuclear 
apocalypse, according to the essay. 

Not only is religion to blame 
for some of these catastrophes, 
but it really divides people, just 
like racism. It makes them slightly, 
or very, intolerant to other views 

and judge a person because of 
their religion, without getting to 
know them first. I know a lot of 
people who, upon hearing that a 
certain someone is of a different 
religion than them, instantly 
bring up stereotypes and negative 
perceptions of the person.

Get with the 21st century, guys. 
Even if there is a God and the Bible 
is true, it was written so long ago 
that it doesn’t relate to what goes 
on in the world today! Having so 
much faith in scriptures that were 
written years ago restricts one from 
seeing logically and not seeing 
other possibilities regarding the 
here and now. When people pray 
for something and it happens, 
people tend to assume that their 
prayers worked or that it was a 
miracle. No, think logically. There 
is always a reason for something, 
just ask a scientist.

A pro-life group, for instance, 
thinks that every little fetus, no 
matter how far along in the womb, 
is a little miracle. Now, by no 
means am I advocating abortion, 
but I am for the woman deciding 
if she can give the child a good life 
before the child is born. The pro-
life argument takes away women’s 
rights, just because they believe a 
fetus that hasn’t even developed a 
nervous system yet is murder. One 
Bible verse used to argue against 
abortion is Luke 1:15, which says 
that the unborn are “filled with 

the Holy Spirit, even from this 
mother’s womb” and have a soul 
that has been touched by the Holy 
Spirit.

The pro-life group is trying to 
tell pregnant women what to do 
with their life. And not only are 
some of these mothers too young, 
ultimately making life harder for 
them, but the group does not 
know the conditions in which the 
family lives in; maybe they do not 
have the means to raise a child. In 
my opinion, each person has to 
make a decision for themselves, 
especially when their own bodies 
are involved.

The alternative, putting the child 
up for adoption, is not good either. 
They are forcing mothers to have 
their children, carry them for the 
first time and say goodbye forever. 
How much different is that from 
abortion? Not much. And then 
putting a child up for adoption 
must not be very easy on one’s 
heart either.

All of this insanity because of 
religion. If there was no religion, 
the world might have been better 
off. 

Maybe if the Spanish would not 
have conquered the Latin American 
natives in the name of God, the 
Mayan population wouldn’t have 
decreased to so little, as it is now. 
Then perhaps they could explain 
this 2012 apocalypse theory better.

Not only is religion 
to blame for some 

of these catastrophies, 
but it really divides 
people, just like racism. 
It makes them slightly, or 
very, intolerant to other 
views and judge…

VANESSA MARTINEZ
Daily Titan

 Strong beliefs create 
illogical barriers of hate 
and irrationality instead 
of destroying them

If you have trouble filling out the 
Academy Awards ballot, you should 
ask your grandpa for help, especially if 
Gramps is white and older than 60.

A Los Angeles Times study found 
that of the 5,765 Academy voters, 94 
percent are Caucasian, 77 percent are 
male and with a median age of 62, 
with 14 percent of the voters who are 
under age of 50 and 2 percent under 
the age of 40. Of the voters, only 2 
percent are black and 2 percent Latino.

This is not a clear representation of 
cinematic diversity, a fact that Academy 
governor Phil Alden Robinson admits. 
He said the lack of a wider spectrum 
of multicultural voters reflects the 
Hollywood industry’s lack of diversity, 
with the majority of people working 
for the same demographic as the voters.  

“We start off with one hand tied 
behind our back … If the industry 

as a whole is not doing a great job in 
opening up its ranks, it’s very hard for 
us to diversify our membership,” said 
Robinson.

Why has the the most forward 
thinking medium become so out of 
touch with society? Does the lack of 
diversity jeopardize the Academy’s 
credibility when it comes time to pick 
the best picture of the year?

According to the Academy of 
Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences, 
there are two ways to become a voter. 
First option, get nominated. All 
nominees who aren’t already members 
will be given consideration. Second 
option, have two current Academy 
voters to sponsor you. Get a letter of 
recommendation from Tom Hanks 
and Meryl Streep, and you’re in.

Oh, and once you’re in, you’re in. It’s 
a membership for life, which accounts 
for the demographic of voters skewing 
about the age of 60.

Now, when one thinks of Best 

Picture, one thinks of the pinnacle 
gold standard of filmmaking winning 
the top honor; it is Hollywood’s 
determination of what constitutes as 
best picture. And why shouldn’t it be? 
They are the ones in the business and 
know what’s good, right? Well, if this 
study is any indication, I’m wrong.

Voters are not necessarily honoring 
quality movies that have tapped the 
Zeitgeist that truly reflect society, but 
vote for movies aimed for older folk.

Take this year’s best picture 
nominees, for example. Many critics 
praised both Bridesmaids and Drive, 
two movies that were favorites and 
projected to receive best picture 
nominations. Besides two nominations 
for Bridesmaids, they were almost 
completely snubbed. Instead, the 
Academy voted for Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close, a typical end-of-the-
year Oscar-bait film, aimed specifically 
for the Academy.  

The members probably thought the 
stylized Drive was too boring, or they 
couldn’t stand the synthesizer-heavy 
soundtrack. As for Bridesmaids, maybe 
it was too raunchy or too female-
oriented for the 77 percent of male 
voters.

Viewership for the Academy Awards 
has declined; last year’s viewership was 
at 37.6 million. Bridesmaids could 
have given the award show a ratings 
boost. Compared to The Artist, which 
brought in $28 million, Bridesmaids 

has earned $169 million at the box 
office. There’s your ratings, Academy.

I’m not saying that in order for 
the Academy to stay relevant they 
should only nominate box office hits. 
But they should give movies that are 
not traditionally aimed at an older 
demographic a chance.

And remember the rift between the 
Academy voters and society than last 
year’s best picture race between The 
King’s Speech and The Social Network. 
The former is a simple, safe period piece 
while the latter is a clear illustration of 
how we as a society live today through 
social media. Maybe the 86 percent of 
the voters who are 60 and older didn’t 
see the relevance of Facebook, or ever 
even heard of it.

This trend of edgier movies losing 
at the Academy Awards is not new; 
modern classics like Network, Raging 
Bull and Pulp Fiction all lost to Oscar-
bait films Rocky, Ordinary People and 
Forrest Gump, respectively. This isn’t to 
discredit the other movies, but rather 
what the Academy stands for. They 
want to represent the cultural approval 
of what’s best, but how can you stand 
for that when you’re the most stringent 
collection of non-diverse voters?

If you’re still having trouble deciding 
whether you agree or not, then let me 
mention The Artist, a movie set in the 
golden age of 1920s cinema — is your 
basic nostalgia movie for most of the 
nominated voters.

Oscar gold controlled by white and old
MICHAEL MUNOZ
Daily Titan

A bus is a much more convenient (amd much less expensive) way to commute to your desired destination, as long as you don’t let the transportation system screw you over.
ANIBAL ORTIZ / Daily Titan

Sunday morning isn’t easy anymore

A world without 
religion is a world 
actually spared 

RICHARD ANDERSON
Daily Titan

 Having a disability is hard 
enough without OCTA buses 
not being available when 
they’re needed the most



The President of the United States. One of the most powerful people 
on the planet. It’s a big job.

Although the position has vastly changed since George Washington 
was first elected, the president has represented America and its actions 
throughout history. All that responsibility and power is a lot to rest on 
an individual, so it’s important to choose the right candidate for the job. 
Not anyone will do.

Good presidents in the past, such as Franklin D. Roosevelt or 
Abraham Lincoln, have effectively wielded that power for the good of 
the United States. 

As we enter another election year, it’s important to examine the 
candidates for the qualities they possess, and to see if they have what it 
takes to do the job. Since the president has to manage economic policy, 
this is especially true in our time of recession.

There are three traits that characterize a good president: Presidents 
must provide what’s needed in the country, listen to the population’s 
wishes and be neither too weak-willed nor too stubborn on the job.

A president needs to acknowledge the needs of the United States as 
he executes the laws made by Congress, creates budgets and economic 
policies and manages foreign affairs. When Franklin D. Roosevelt took 
office in 1933, unemployment was at 25 percent and people were 
starting to panic as banks closed.

Roosevelt acted quickly to address these needs. Using his New Deal 
economic policies, the unemployment rate dropped to 10 percent by 
1941, just before the United States entered World War II.

When a president is entering office, he or she needs to determine 
what is most needed for the country as a whole and enact and suggest 
policies that will benefit everyone.

He or she also has to listen to the general public and use their response 
as a guide for action. This can overlap with the needs of the country, 
but not always.  

A president is an elected official chosen by the people. Answering only 
to big businesses or special interest groups will alienate normal voters. 
These groups rarely have the public’s best interests in mind, and its 
important for a president to recognize that fact and protect the people 
he’s been elected to serve. Theodore Roosevelt exemplified this type of 
president by using antitrust laws to tackle corruption in big industries 
of the time.

As it is also the president’s job to protect his people, Teddy created the 
Pure Food and Drugs Act of 1906, which made government inspection 
of foods mandatory to protect the public against horrible sanitation in 
the food industry.

The president needs to be strong, but also know how to pick battles. 
A president who backs down from every political fight is no help, 
but neither is one who stubbornly refuses to compromise on even the 
smallest issues.

2002 Nobel Peace Prize winner Jimmy Carter, generally regarded as a 
weak president, failed in this regard. When faced with adversaries, even 
from within his own party, such as Ted Kennedy, he avoided conflict 
whenever possible. It was also shown in the Iran hostage crisis, where he 
failed to both negotiate and successfully enact a military solution.

The Independent wrote that Carter “is widely considered a better man 
than he was president.” In his retirement he worked to eradicate diseases 
such as Guinea worm disease, malaria and trachoma and contributed 
to the building of homes in New York slums. In the office he created a 
small recession by attempting to reduce inflation and interest rates.

At the same time, a president shouldn’t be so headstrong that he or 
she won’t work with anyone else. The president is constantly playing 
negotiator with Congress, and a smart negotiator knows when to 
compromise.

By looking at the past we can learn from the successes and mistakes 
of previous presidents. 

If a president can look out for the needs of this or her country and 
people and remain strong when facing adversity, then he or she will be 
the one that future candidates look up to as an example.
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If our commander-in-chief isn’t stressed throughout his term, then he isn’t doing his job right. So literally living in the glamorous lap of presidential luxury is probably well-deserved.
Courtesy of MCT

We salute a real Mr. President

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters must 

include the sender’s first and last name. Students must include their 
majors and other writers must include their affiliation to the university, 
if applicable. Letters must refer to an article published within the last 
week. Once a letter is submitted it becomes property of the Daily 
Titan. Publication of letters is based on the validity of content and 
may be edited for length, grammar and spelling. Letters may be sent 
to dteditorinchief@gmail.com.

MATT ATKINSON
Daily Titan

 If we want to openly declare the United 
States the greatest country in the world, we 
need a strong leader at the reigns, but the 
definition of “strong” needs some clarification

Your concept of wealth is wrong 
and you need to correct it now. Too 
many people are misguided into 
thinking being “rich” is the goal 
and ignore a little thing called net 
worth, which is the true measure 
of a person’s affluence. In basic 
terms, your net worth is what you 
own minus what you owe.

To elaborate a bit, what you 
own — your assets — can either 
add value to your wealth or do 
nothing for it. Seeing as how 
you’re a college student, odds are 
you don’t own much that adds to 
your wealth, unless you’re a good 
saver.

What you owe — your liabilities 
— mostly subtract from your 
wealth. For example, credit debt 
and bank loans always lower your 
wealth, but a home mortgage isn’t 
figured into your net worth.

In order to have a positive net 
worth, you either need to have 
more assets than liabilities, or just 
have no debt at all. The latter is 
much easier said than done.

Having some credit debt 
is OK. In fact, you can’t start 
building good credit until you 
start borrowing responsibly. It’s 
the same concept as car insurance: 
Without a car you can’t have 
insurance, but without insurance 
you can’t have a car.

Because we’ve established that 
some debt is good to have, that 
leaves you with only one viable 
option: own more stuff. But alas, 
we have to differentiate between 
those things which add value and 
those which don’t.

This one is easy. All your 
clothes, your car, phone, books, 
music; none of it adds value to 
your net worth. You’ve spent the 
money to buy those things, but 
they immediately lose resale value 
the moment you purchase them. 
Unless you’re selling an iPhone on 
Craigslist to a buyer in another 
country, you’ll likely never make a 
profit on your stuff.

On the other hand, assets that 
will add to your net worth include 
anything that earns interest or can 
be sold for a profit. Remember 
those baseball cards you used to 
collect, or that display case of 
Beanie Babies your mom never 
let you play with? Those kinds 
of items, depending on rarity, 
actually increase in value as time 
goes on. 

Want more proof? Take a look 
at all the “junk” appraised on 
Antiques Roadshow and see how 
much those dust magnets sell for.

Your car is definitely not in this 
category, unless you buy it used 
for dirt cheap, fix it up, then sell 
it (with enough of a markup to 
cover your expenses to upgrade it, 
of course). Your savings account, 
your 401(k), IRA, any investments 
you own and cash in your pocket 
are those assets which boost your 
worth.

The conventional wisdom to 
saving is the belief that you should 
have enough cash to pay your bills 
for at least three to six months in 
case you lose your job or otherwise 
have no income. I agree, but with 
a twist.

You should save enough money 
to arrive at a point where your assets 
equal your liabilities (somewhere 
out there an accountant just got 
his wings). If you have a credit 
card with a balance of $500, you 
should have the equivalent in 
assets.

Loans are a trickier issue; the 
amount you owe is typically pretty 
high and if you had the cash 
in the first place, you probably 
wouldn’t seek a loan. But seeing as 
how loans are collateralized, you 
should only focus on paying them 
off in full and in a timely manner.

Side note: Collateral is what 
you give the bank to secure a loan. 
If you ever stop paying your loan, 
the bank needs to get its money 
back. 

So before you qualify for a loan, 
you need to put something on the 
table the bank can seize if you turn 
out to be a flake.

Think of a car loan. If you stop 
making payments, the bank can 
legally take your car from you. 
Your car is collateral for the auto 
loan because it has value and the 
bank can sell it to make its money 
back.

Building a high net worth is 
a lifetime endeavor and as such 
requires patience and planning. 
Warren Buffett, one of America’s 
favorite investors, is well known 
for his net worth, and also for 
being a frugal kind of guy. He 
has a reputation of being a person 
who avoids frivolous and lavish 
spending.

Along those lines, American 
society has gotten a relatively bad 
rap over the decades as becoming 
one where materialism runs 
rampant. 

Day and night, you’re 
commanded to take our your 
wallet and spend, spend, spend 
until eventually you’ve amassed 
a collection of high-tech toys, 
couture threads and fancy cars. 
Every season, new trends and toys 
emerge that again prompt you to 
break the bank in the name of 
keeping up with the Joneses (or 
the Kardashians, if you prefer).

We have arrived to a point where 
we make immediate judgments on 
the affluence of people, or lack 
thereof, based on what they wear, 
drive, what kind of phone they 
pull out, the shoes on their feet 
and other superficial markers of 
wealth. But these “things” are not 
an accurate measure of how well 
off a person is.

Consider the driver of a flashy, 
new Mercedes C-class. First of all, 
the C-class is the Honda Civic 
of the luxury sedan world and is 
by no means a car to covet. With 
that said, don’t be too angry when 
the driver swoops in to take the 
last spot in the Eastside Parking 
Structure. Those payments—after 
fronting upwards of $4,000 as a 
down payment—can easily surpass 
$400 a month. Then you’ll have 
to add the cost of gas (premium 
of course), insurance, oil changes 
(which for a car of this type will 
be more than $100, even at a 
place like EZ-Lube), and other 
maintenance. 

Wouldn’t you rather apply that 
money toward something cool like 
rent on a loft in the city instead of 
an overpriced car that loses value 
every day?

It’s true to say that a person who 
can afford all that glitters must 
have a lot of gold, but if you think 
this through, you’ll see the fallacy. 
How can you have a lot of money 
if you constantly spend it on junk? 
Increasing your net worth, not 
your inventory, should be your 
priority.

The sooner you establish a 
positive net worth, the sooner you 
can start making plans to spread 
the wealth, either to your future 
progeny or to society. Trusts, 
inheritances, grants, gifts, many of 
these are funded from individuals 
with high net worths who have 
decided to give back. That is the 
difference between being rich and 
being wealthy. 

So, would you rather be rich 
and buy a lot of toys, or be wealthy 
and donate a study hall? (Thanks 
Mr. Mihaylo!)

Net worth connection

by GILBERT GONZALEZ

“Because your money matters”

Titan Money Matters

We have arrived 
to a point where 

we make immediate 
judgments on the 
affluence of people, or 
lack thereof, based on 
what they wear, drive, 
what kind of phone they 
pull out, the kind of shoes 
on their feet, and other 
superficial markers of 
wealth. But these “things” 
are not an accurate 
measure of how well off a 
person is. 

As we enter another election year it’s important 
to examine the candidates for the qualities they 
possess, and to see if they have what it takes 

to do the job … There are three traits that characterize 
a good president: Presidents must provide what’s 
needed in the country, listen to the population’s 
wishes and be neither too weak-willed nor too 
stubborn on the job.



The green earth and her friends greet a woman and her toddler as they 
make their way towards the Arboretum Saturday morning. The entrance, 
a bridge measuring six feet by two feet, is accompanied by the sounds of a 
small waterfall that flows adjacent to it.

 They walk deeper into Mother Nature’s playground and proceed to a 
nearby farm stand. The stand consists of two picnic tables covered with 
organically grown vegetables. The Arboretum specializes in plants that are 
native to California.

 Near that farm stand, a woman adjusts the zoom lens on her DSLR 
camera to snap a photo of bright, magenta-colored flowers. Click — she 
glances at the image and walks on.

 There are countless reasons that individuals and families come to the 
Arboretum on any given day. They range from the simplest of reasons, such 
as having a picnic, to the most special reasons, such as taking engagement or 
wedding photos that will last a lifetime.  

The most reasonable excuse — to stroll through nature’s backyard.
 “I take a lot of pictures and try to see nature differently to be more creative 

with it. Sometimes I come to just relax with my family. It’s really calm, 
peaceful and well-maintained, and you don’t feel like you’re in California 
with all the traffic and (congestion),” said Carolina Cox of Anaheim.

 Cox, a second year art student at Cal State Fullerton, visits the Arboretum 
once or twice a month to spend time with her husband, Brian, and her three 
daughters.

 Brian Cox, also a student at Cal State Fullerton, studies special education 
in the master’s program. He earned his B.A. in child and adolescent 
development from Fullerton back in 2008.

 “I dabble in photography because of (Carolina). I enjoy (spending time) 
with her, and since that’s what she enjoys, it’s something I picked up,” Brian 
said when asked about his interest in photographing the Arboretum. His 
wife smiles on the side.

 A stream babbles along the side of the Arboretum. In many areas, sunlight 
brightens up everything from grassy fields with wooden benches to different 
crossroads leading deeper into the park.

In other areas, trees and greenery create a cool and shady shelter for the 
bridges nearby.

Sunshine continues to reflect off plants that have suffered winter weather, 

where the aforementioned mother and son continue their adventure. She 
points out plants to him as his feet drag along the dirt and rocks in his multi-
colored rain boots.

 Carrie Barber, the mother, and her son Max, 4, keep walking until they 
reach the Children’s Garden. She points out a pile of haystacks and a giant 
shovel. Max climbs the hay, jumping from one tier to another.

 “(The Arboretum) is such a nice place for kids to run around at. (They get 
to) explore and walk on a log. Kids don’t get many opportunities to walk on 
a log these days,” she said.

 Barber is fairly adamant on coming to the Arboretum whenever she can. 
She even volunteered as a master gardener more than 10 years ago. During 
that time, she would answer questions that people had about gardening 
during events that the Arboretum held.

 “I really enjoyed … that. It was really fun and relaxing.”
 As the sunshine keeps brightening up the plants and open space, 

individuals continuously come and go. Whenever people leave, Mother 
Nature bids them farewell while greeting new visitors.

It’s 8 a.m on a Saturday. 
You’re tired, but it’s not like you 

haven’t been this tired a thousand times 
before. While everyone else is in a deep 
sleep or just beginning to wipe the 
tiredness from their eyes, you’re wired 
and focused. 

Any minute now, you’ll be called 
upon to state your case and make your 
arguments in front of the Supreme 
Court. Any minute now, the justices 
will rip your argument to shreds as you 
force yourself to pick up the pieces and 
keep yourself calm and composed. This 
is hardly a way to spend a weekend.  

A few select Cal State Fullerton 
students wouldn’t have their Saturdays 
go any other way — no, really.  

Welcome to the high-pressured 
world of Moot Court, a collegiate 
competition based on simulated 
Supreme Court proceedings. Here, 
students take on the role of advocates 
arguing for or against laws that have 
actual relevance.

“This is just the attorney, the 
advocate and the judges,” said Pamela 
Fiber-Ostrow, a political science 
professor and Moot Court adviser. 

“Any time during your presentation, 
the judge can interrupt, can stop you 
from saying what you want to say, can 
take up your time.”

It’s an intense situation, which 
members are used to.

“You have to be ready to answer it,” 
said Amy Bailey, 20, a political science 
major and Moot Court club president 
and team captain. “Usually what they 
try to do is ask you a question that 
would seem like it would hurt your 
argument, and you have to take the 
question and kind of extort it in a way 
that actually helps you.”

The ability to respond quickly is a 
skill learned in a long process. Moot 
Court is offered as a class every year 
in the fall semester, but preparation 
begins in the summer. Members are 
asked to read and write court briefs to 
gain familiarity with the subject matter. 

From there, they practice. And 
practice. And practice.

“In October, it’s one weekend day, 
so either Saturday or Sunday every 
week, and in November it’s both 
Saturdays and Sundays — all day — 
and over Thanksgiving break, and then 
in the evenings as it gets closer,” Fiber-
Ostrow said.

Political science faculty and local 
judges and attorneys are asked — 

and begged — to show up and serve 
as mock judges to help the students 
hone their arguments. Their goal is 
to simulate the experience of being 
questioned and tested during their 
advocacy. By the time regional and 
national tournaments begin, the Moot 
Courters are a group of well-oiled 
machines.

Going up against private schools, 
public universities like CSUF and Cal 
State Long Beach will always be at a 
disadvantage.

“Our students have all the potential 
that all the private, well-funded liberal 
arts colleges have,” Fiber-Ostrow 
said. “They just don’t have the time. 
We’re working. We’re non-traditional 
students. We’re taking 5-6 classes; most 
of which don’t provide us with the 
opportunity to do this kind of work 
where you’re speaking publicly, reading 
literature and case law that you can 
make references to.”

Time is scarce, but as intense and 
exhausting as Moot Court can be, the 
desire to get better puts everything else 
in its right place.

“The fact that you’re always at school 
trying to work on your cases and on 
your argument, it kind of makes you 
want to neglect your other classes 
because this is something that you’re so 
focused on,” said Jessica Roundy, 22, a 
political science and American studies 
double major. 

Roundy was No. 1 in the nation 
along with her partner, Michelle 
Freeman, in briefs writing at the 
Moot Court National Championship 
Tournament held last January. 

Roundy said, “(It) also motivates 
you to get better in your other classes; 
to keep up, to do the best work that 
you can in all of your curriculum.”

For Bailey, balancing her schedule 
is a challenge. In addition to being 
Moot Court team captain, she is an 
accomplished figure skater, recently 
competing in Salzburg, Austria for 
Team USA. 

“I think that the key for Moot Court 
is … that you do like it and you want 
to do it,” she said. “You do feel really 
involved with what you’re doing, and 
it seems like law school is right there 
in front of you. So for me that’s what 
helps me balance. Because it’s what I 
ultimately want to do.”

Despite the nights where Bailey is 
awake at 3 a.m. reading briefs, seeing 
fellow Moot Courters on Facebook 
doing the exact same thing, she admits 
there is a method to the madness. 

There is a reason why they deal with 
the long nights: the knowledge and 
power of argument, the visions of a 
more prosperous future and the thrill 
of intense competition.
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Carrie and Max Barber sit down to watch the four tortoises at the Arboretum on a Saturday morning. Weekend mornings are a favorite for the Arboretum guests.
WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

 CSUF’s Moot Court 
participants’ foremost 
love is practicing law 
DANNY CHAU
Daily Titan

CHRISTINA PHAM
For the Daily Titan

Mother Nature’s greatest resting spot
 On a quiet Saturday morning, the Arboretum 

on Cal State Fullerton’s northeast corner offers 
a place to witness nature’s serenity and beauty 

Ditching sleep 
to go to court

Spend some free 
time wandering 
the paths in 
the Fullerton 
Arboretum.

Scan to view

Arboretum Nature 
Walk

ONLINE
EXCLUSIVES
dailytitan.com

A theater in Anaheim will be 
the backdrop for one of the most 
important awards shows in the 
world of cinema. 

The College of Communications 
will be showing the Academy 
Awards at the UltraLuxe Anaheim 
Cinemas at the Gardenwalk in an 
annual event called Hollywood’s 
Biggest Night.  

The event will take place Oscar 
night, Sunday, Feb. 26. 

“This is a great example of CSUF 
partnering with a local business 
to plan an exciting community 
event that will benefit students,” 
said Mike Karg, the director of 
development in the College of 
Communications, according to 
CSUF News on Fullerton.edu. 

Why should students stay at 
home when they can join in on the 
fun of the Academy Awards?  

“It’s a fun, new way of watching 
the Oscars and celebrating it with 
students, alumni and community 
members,” Karg said.

This year, Hollywood’s Biggest 
Night will have a red carpet, 

balloting, trivia and much more.  
There will be prizes given away for 
Best Dressed and Celebrity Look-A-
Like.

CSUF communications students, 
Daniel Zamilpa and Amber 
VanOrman, will host the event. 

Tickets will be $20 at the door. 
The price includes all-you-can-eat 
popcorn and soda. 

Participants will have a chance 
to be in a rally to win a year of free 
movie tickets. 

Come dressed to impress and 
enjoy the show (whether it be on the 
big screen or on stage). 

Pre-show starts at 4 p.m. and the 
main show starts at 5 p.m.

So ladies, grab your best dresses 
and gents, go put on your most 
dapper suits, because this is going to 
be a night that you will regret if you 
fail to attend.

Walk down the red carpet 
and feel like a celebrity

SEPIDEH NIA
Daily Titan

 Hollywood’s Biggest 
Night is the place to 
be this Oscar Sunday

It’s a fun, new way 
of watching the 

Oscars and celebrating it 
with students, alumni and 
community members.

Mike Karg
Director of Development 

College of Comm.



The hiking trails of Malibu are truly a magnificent 
sight to see. Take a journey with me and experience 
the beauty of the coast.

Drive down PCH, make a right on Corral Canyon 
and keep driving up the hill. The drive may seem to 
take forever, but don’t worry. 

Once you see a hiking trail on the right side, the 
destination has been reached.  

The wind is strong, and your hair may be blowing 
all over the place, but nothing can refute the beauty 
of this place.     

Although the February weather is turning chilly, 
this scenic spot will always give the feeling of summer 
with its dirt road, green plants, rock boulders and 
beaming sun.  

Standing at the top at such high elevation, it seems 
like the whole world is visible. 

To the right side of the trail is a deep canyon filled 
with lush vegetation. In the distance you can see the 
endless ocean.

To the left there are countless hills overlapping one 
another. They look like giant raisins rising from the 
expansive Earth. 

If you keep traveling along the dirt path, the 
experience becomes even more majestic. 

There is a certain kind of spirit to this scenic spot. 
According to a Malibu resident hiking the trail, 
the location used to be a place of American Indian 
worship, meditation and congregation.                        

  As you walk along the trail, all your worries and 
cares in the world disappear. 

There is only peace and serenity. 
With the lack of distraction, one is able to feel the 

Earth. It is almost as if the spirit of nature has taken 
over the land around you.  

With the spirit of nature, the spirit of nature trails 
close behind.

Along the path, there are huge boulders on each 
side. If you climb up the gigantic rocks, the view 
suddenly becomes something magnificent. Literally 
everything can be seen from this spot.

From the top of the boulders, Catalina Island is 
visible. The canyons seem even deeper. The raisin 
hills multiplied to hundreds.

The best is yet to come. Just down the trail is a 
network of caves. 

To enter the caves, one must squeeze their way into 
a sliver of an opening. This tiny opening, cleverly 
named by the locals, is called the Birth Canal.  

After traveling through the canal, you must climb 
up a boulder.  At the top is a large opening which 
leads to the heart of the cave.  

Graffiti is all over the rocks, and in the back of 
the cave there is a large eyeball painted on one of the 
rocks — this is definitely a place where the young like 
to congregate.      

At dusk, the city lights start to come alive. This 
means it is time to head back to the car. 

As you are walking back down the path, you will 
see the sunset.  

This is the icing on the cake. The sun burns across 
the sky, causing vibrant colors of rust orange, mustard 
yellow and a passionate, fiery red to streak across the 
darkening horizon.

It’s a long journey that is worth it. 
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TRAVEL STORY | Trails of Malibu

Although hiking doesn’t seem like the trendiest activity for young people, graffiti in the caves of Malibu’s hills suggest otherwise.
MEC VALLE / Daily Titan

Finding the heart of the earth

 An exploration of the hiking trails 
in Malibu becomes a serene and 
clandestine spiritual expedition      

MEC VALLE
Daily Titan

JOEY BECERRA / Daily Titan JOEY BECERRA / Daily Titan

JOEY BECERRA
Daily Titan

Kirra Quam, 24, is a senior communicative 
disorders major. 

Her look is spot on with a few current trends.  
Quam said that a few celebrities who inspire 

her are the Olsen twins and Taylor Swift.
Her skirt is a major eye-catcher. 
The maxi skirt has been a running trend for 

several seasons.  
Two characteristics of her skirt garner this 

outfit a whole lot of runway cache.
The first factor is the floral print: Although 

floral prints are ubiquitous with spring, most 
people tend to consider them outdated. The 
semi-sheer fabric of Quam’s maxi keeps the print 
looking light and fresh.

The second factor is the simple styling of 
Quam’s outfit. 

The look, a long floral print skirt paired with 
a simple top brings back visions of Raf Simon’s 
Spring/Summer 2011 show for Jil Sander. 

The show revolutionized street style because 
it inspired plenty of young girls on the street to 
wear voluminous bottoms with simple tops.

Mario Peregrina, 20, is a radio-TV-film major.  
Peregrina considers his style to be “relaxed, but 

trendy at some points.”
Although he isn’t dressed like he just came off 

of the runway, Peregrina still exemplifies great 
personal style because of a few key factors of his 
look.

The first thing that works is the metallic 
lettering of his shirt. Men, especially on a college 
campus, wouldn’t normally consider wearing 
anything shiny or attention-grabbing. However, 
metallics on men are a growing trend.  

Back in January, Tomas Maier sent an iridescent 
silver jacket with a shearling collar down the 
runway for Bottega Veneta’s Fall/Winter 2012 
menswear show. The result — masculine yet 
progressive.

The metallic shirt that Peregina wears works 
for the same reason. It has attitude.

The other successful aspect of Peregrina’s look 
is the brown skinny chinos. College kids wear 
denim. Although it’s simple, Peregrina’s look 
poses a risk that works.

Style
WATCH
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Through the viewfinder: 
a trek across Cambodia

Roaming around Phnom Pehn, Koh Kong and Siem 
Reap, it’s clear that each city has something special. Phnom 
Pehn, the capital of Cambodia, has many attractions for 
tourists, including boat rides on the Mekong River, the 
popular Russian Market and vast amounts of restaurants. 

A variety of food is offered, ranging from typical 
Cambodian food to popular pizza locations, all along the 
strip of the Mekong River.

Koh Kong is a province located not too far from the Thai 
border; a place where tourists are rare, where children roam 
the streets and playing in the rain is a typical scene. 

Cambodia is filled with sights that attract the many eyes 
of its visitors. Cambodia’s tourism has been growing rapidly 
over the past years.  

One of their most popular tourist locations is in the 
province of Siem Reap, where the Angkor Wat temples are 
located. The temples of the ancient civilization were built 
in the early 12th century by King Suryavarman II, and 
showcase Khmer architecture at its best.

WILLIAM CAMARGO
Daily Titan

A small Cambodian girl plays in the rain during an afternoon in the Koh Kong province near the Thai border as her brother climbs his father’s truck.  Children playing in the rain is a common find in Cambodia.

Cambodian siblings help their parents sell garments and scarves in order for them to go to school.
A man-made boat floats by the river at the entrance of Angkor Wat, a temple in the province of Siem 
Reap. The flow of tourists flow to the province has increased in the past years due to their ancient temples.

The assistant and the boat driver take the rope and 
make sure the boat does not hit the others.

TRAVEL | Scenery attracts tourists   

All photos by WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan
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Sudoku

How To Play:
Each row must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9; each 
column must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and each 
set of boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9.
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Aries (March 21-April 19) You’ve got tons of energy for 
making big strides toward final outcomes. Don’t worry 
about details right now. Your easy humor lets you coast 
to victory.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) A slow morning leads to big 
picture conversations with a broad outlook. Take notes. 
New doors are opening for greater leadership.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Continue developing partner-
ships in impossible places. In case of doubt, review the 
instructions. Put yourself in another person’s shoes.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) As if you’re not busy enough, 
there’s more work coming. Someone shows you how to 
use technology to increase productivity. Two heads are 
better than one.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Don’t wait until the last minute to 
finish projects. It’s about to get intense, and you want to 
make it to the finish line. Relax with friends after a job 
well done.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You keep your family together 
with your capacity to see both sides of the story. Create 
better communication channels. Don’t get too serious.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) You get a morale booster. Now 
see if you can pass it on. There are many opportunities for 
growth, especially in your relationships. Let them know 
what you heard.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) There may be morning grumpi-
ness or frustration. Get into projects with diligence and 
passion, and afternoon energy relaxes. Look for beauty, 
and find it.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Put the pieces together. 
There’s nothing that can stop you now. You can always 
get help for the puzzles you don’t understand. A friend-
ship thrives.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Enjoy the sunshine, if you 
can. A partner’s encouragement empowers you. Face-
to-face interactions produce great ideas. Follow your 
schedule.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) You can really make it hap-
pen. Surround yourself with those who truly support your 
creative vision. No need for extravagance.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Enjoy peaceful moments. See 
yourself in a new light. Your enthusiasm and creativity are 
quite attractive. You’re more appreciated than you know.

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
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ACROSS
1 Street vendor’s

offering
12 Oldie syllable
15 Later
16 Internet company

with a 2009 IPO
17 Dark brown

raptor
18 Big fan
19 Draft, maybe
20 Electrical unit
21 Poker challenge
23 The Blue Demons

of the NCAA
25 Sneaky pitch
26 Meet
27 Suffer disgrace
28 Virus spreader, at

times
31 Worse
32 Low-quality paper
33 Tops
34 Fictional alien

adopters
35 Reporter in the

comic strip
“Bloom County”

36 Amer. Airlines
Center player

37 Common woes
38 Australian exports
39 Blockbuster
41 Paternity suit

evidence
42 Adorns, as a tree
43 Turkey choice
46 Like “Rambo”
47 Fire
48 Weed killer
50 Cy Young Award

factor
51 “Blankman” 

co-star
54 Head lines?
55 Shout before a

hurried departure
56 Inventor’s

monogram
57 Early rock ‘n’ roll

idol

DOWN
1 Major account
2 Bygone
3 Va. site of the

U.S. Army
Women’s
Museum

4 Former British
Poet Laureate
Hughes

5 Triumph
6 Expired
7 “The Seven Year

Itch” actor
8 Pointer’s

reference
9 Slalom move

10 Quote 
shorteners

11 More wary
12 Health resorts
13 Rare medical

service
14 Very close 

friends
22 Brady Bill

enforcement 
org.

24 Trident-shaped
letters

25 Separates
27 Big name in

chocolate
28 One of more than

5,000 in the
United States,
per the Census
Bureau

29 Hollywood is in it
30 Head start, say
31 Lunchtime

destinations
34 Turnip cabbage
35 Movie-rating org.
37 Cheese originally

from Somerset,
England

38 Like some rural
bridges

40 Pilot’s hdg.

41 Utilize, as
sources

43 Type of straw
44 Persian

sovereigns
45 “Pagliacci” role
47 Doze, with “out”
49 “Monday Night

Football” channel
52 Pal
53 Initials on Elle

perfume

Friday’s Puzzle Solved
By Barry C. Silk 1/7/12
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Corcoran’s video, which 
showcased both the grad student’s 
penchant for humor along with his 
impressive memorabilia collection, 
was deemed good enough to get him 
into this critical round.

“When I found out that I made 
it, I was obviously ecstatic,” said 
Corcoran. “It’s unbelievable.”

But Matt has not rested on his 
laurels. Since the competition has 
opened up to voting from fans, he 
has spent countless hours posting 
videos and updates to all forms of 
social media outlets in an attempt 
to gain as much exposure as possible 
and garner as many votes as he can 
in order to enter the elusive next 
round — where the field will narrow 
to 30.

Campaigning has taken priority over 
basic human needs like eating. But this 
kind of devotion to his favorite pastime 
is nothing new for Corcoran.

“I have called in sick to every 
Opening Day for the past six years,” 
Corcoran said. “I watch baseball 
from 8 a.m. until the moment I go 
to sleep.”

A self-proclaimed baseball addict, 
lifelong Los Angeles Angels of 
Anaheim fan and Anaheim native, 
Corcoran said he has never lived out 
of sight from the giant ‘A’ that stands 
outside Angel Stadium.  

For Corcoran, the fireworks that 
shoot out after an Angels home 
run have interrupted many study 
sessions. 

If there is an Angels game that he 
has yet to watch, he avoids looking 
at the stadium’s famous halo, which 
lights up during an Angel’s victory, 
so that he can watch the game from 
his DVR without knowing the 
result.

“He’s a psycho, nut, diehard 
Angels fan and baseball fan,” 
said Damon Peoples, 28, who is 
Matthew’s roommate. 

Peoples, who is a graduate student 
at Chapman University, was brought 
into the world of baseball when he 
moved in with him two years ago.

“I think I was officially inducted 

into the Angels fan club because of 
Matt,” Peoples said.

When Corcoran expressed his 
intentions to take on the MLB 
Fan Cave, Peoples and a handful of 
other buddies decided to help and 
encourage their friend in any way 
they could.

“It just made sense,” Peoples 
said. “He’s got one of those likeable, 
radiant personalities.”

With this support behind him, 
Corcoran pulled out all the stops to 
create what Peoples calls a “media 
empire” to campaign for a spot in the 
Fan Cave. Twitter, Facebook, videos 
and copious amounts of time and 
creativity went into this labor of love.

Corcoran and company have 
even persuaded Angels players Mark 
Trumbo and Hank Conger to star 
in and promote his videos through 
mutual connections.  

Corcoran considered entering last 
year’s MLB Fan Cave contest, but 
was busy juggling work and other 
priorities that took up his time.

“Last year, it would not have 
been possible,” Corcoran said. 
“This year, there’s absolutely 

nothing stopping me.”
Though Corcoran beat out about 

22,000 other Fan Cave entrants to be in 
the final 50, he is far from overconfident 
in making it to New York.

“I think if anybody in this 
competition is thinking about what 
it’d be like to be there, they have 
more confidence than the rest of us,” 
Corcoran said.

Should Corcoran make it to 
the final 30, he’ll find himself in 
Arizona. If he gets past that, he’ll 
find himself in New York, which is 
the ultimate goal. 

Corcoran might feel his chances 
are slim, but his friends will not be 
bothered to accept that as fact.

“There’s a lot of writers out there 
trying to do the same thing, but 
Matt’s a great writer,” said Josh 
Ward, 28, a close friend and one of 
many who have helped Corcoran on 
the campaign trail. “I think Matt’s 
got a great chance. I really hope he 
gets it.”

Though baseball is his passion, 
Corcoran said that writing is 
constantly at the forefront of his 
mind. His desire to write for a 

living is reflected in his extended 
education in the English graduate 
program at CSUF.  

He is currently working on 
a novella under his pen name, 
Matthew James, alongside his blog 
“Pardon my Pastime,” which is 
focused on baseball.

Corcoran has been in the 
Angel Stadium audience for many 
bloggable baseball moments. 

In 2007, he watched former 
Angels star outfielder Garret 
Anderson hit 10 RBIs. 

In 2009, he watched the Angels 
clinch the American League West 
Division against the New York 
Yankees on his 24th birthday.

“Whether I want to or not, baseball 
seems to be seeping into other areas 
of my life,” Corcoran said.

Whether Corcoran will be 
viewing this season’s moments from 
the posh MLB Fan Cave in New 
York or not is still uncertain. 

But win or lose, his fandom lives 
on. Nothing will stop him from 
watching his Angels.

“I’ll probably end up watching 
every game anyway.”                
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Matt Corcoran poses with his Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim memorabilia. Corcoran competed against 22,000 contestants.
WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

CORCORAN: Grad student makes it to final 50 in MLB Fan Cave contest
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Coming in on a five-game losing 
streak and in a must-win situation, 
the Cal State Fullerton women’s 
basketball team played one of their 
best games of the year defeating the 
UC Riverside Highlanders in a 66-
43 victory Wednesday night.

The victory tied the season series 
with Highlanders after the Titans 
lost the first matchup, 69-65, on 
UCR’s home court Jan. 25.

The Titans used stellar defense in 
the first half to create a comfortable 
cushion. Senior guard Lauren 
Chow provided an offense spark in 
the first half, leading all scorers with 
seven points.

CSUF was able to capitalize by 
scoring 14 points off 12 turnovers 
by the Highlanders. 

Sophomore forward Mya Olivier 
played big in the paint grabbing 
eight rebounds and 13 points. 

Even though the Highlanders 
only shot 27 percent, they finished 
the half strong cutting the deficit 
from 17 down to 11 at intermission.

But after a lackluster performance 
in the first half, the Titans exploded 
for 39 points in the second half 
behind hot shooting. 

Chow shined in the second half, 
hitting two 3-pointers and going 
three of six from the field. She 
accredited the win to the teams 
mental preparedness.  

“We have to come in with the 
mindset that every game is nearly 
a championship game,” said Chow. 
“We need these wins and that 
were willing to do anything and 
everything to get these wins.”

Chow finished the game with 
15 points on 6-13 from the field 
including 3-6 from behind the 
3-point arc.

The Titans shot 46 percent from 
the field in the second half, behind 

7-of-11 3-pointers and utilizing 
their size and aggressiveness; 
mainly from the play of Olivier 
and freshman forward Kathleen 
Iwuoha.    

“The coaches wanted it to be a 
championship game so they wanted 
us to be extra aggressive to get it to 
the rack and draw as many fouls as 
possible,” said Olivier, who went to 
the free throw line 10 times making 
seven of them.

The Titans won their first league 
game in three weeks, keeping their 
postseason hopes alive. 

The team played with high level 
of intensity and aggressiveness 
that put the Highlanders in an 
offensive hole that they could 
never recover from.  

This marks the fifth-straight 
loss for UCR and puts them a 
game behind the Titans for the 
last playoff spot in the Big West 
Tournament.

Senior guard Megan Richardson 
also scored in double digits for the 
Titans. 

Richardson scored a team-high 
17 points on 6-19 from the floor 
adding one rebound and one assist.

Head Coach Marcia Foster could 
not have been more proud of the 
way her team was able to execute in 
every facet of the game.

“The way the team has continued 
to practice and stay positive and to 
not give up that’s the attitude that’s 
carrying us through,” said Foster.

Foster is content with the win 
but knows that an even bigger test 
is in store for them Saturday and 
plans to keep the team focused 
and driven.

“Besides play, I’m going to do 
everything I can to have the team 
prepared. 

I’m going to give everything 
I have and the kitchen sink to 
make sure we do everything we 
can possibly do to win the game,” 
Foster said.

Titans will host their home 
finale against UC Irvine Saturday 
at 3 p.m.

Women’s hoops ends
skid with home blowout

 CSUF’s strong 
defense propelled a 
win over UC Riverside
ERINN GROTEFEND
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