
Following the arrest of two 
Miramonte Elementary School 
teachers in the Los Angeles Unified 
School District earlier this year, 
parents have become more alert 
and are questioning the integrity 
of the faculty members they leave 
their children with.

Mark Berndt, a teacher at 
Miramonte Elementary, was 
charged Jan. 30 with 23 counts 
of lewd conduct, allegedly 
performing a “tasting game” with 
his students. The game consisted 
of spoon-feeding his semen to 
blindfolded students.

According to authorities, photos 
were collected showing children 
“with a milky substance around 
their mouths or cockroaches 
crawling on their faces,” reported 
by the Los Angeles Times.

Martin Springer was the second 
Miramonte teacher charged with 
“three felony counts of lewd acts 
on children under the age of 14,” 
according to a report by NBC 4.

Jerald Javellana, 45, said he 
feels his children are safe when he 
leaves his two children at Acacia 
Elementary school, a school in the 
Fullerton School District, despite 
emerging cases of molestation 
throughout the state and the nation.

“Well, so far, it looks like they 
seem to be safe,” said Javellana. 
“But still, you know, with all the 
news that we’ve been seeing right 
now, or we’ve been hearing, it’s 
kind of alarming, considering 
that when the kids are in school, 
you’re thinking they’re supposed 
to be safe once we’re not around, 
but sometimes we’re just having 
second thoughts.”

Javellana also said he believes 
better screening of teachers can 
help prevent such cases.

California penal code 288 states 
that “any person who willfully 
and lewdly commits any lewd or 
lascivious act” with a child under 
the age of 14, “with the intent of 
arousing, appealing to, or gratifying 
the lust, passions or sexual desires 
of that person or the child, is guilty 
of a felony and shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison 
for three, six or eight years.”

Diana Robles-Nichols is an 
instructor in the Child and 
Adolescent Studies Department 
and has worked in the field of 
child abuse for more than 20 years 
prior to teaching. She said the 
molestations and child abuse in 
cases such as those in Miramonte 
Elementary have an overwhelming 
effect on the students victimized 
and those who are not.

“I think that there’s this sort of 
a double impact on them because 
one, they have sort of feelings for 
this person — a positive feeling,” 
said Robles-Nichols about students 
who are victims of such acts. 
“Then they have this sudden sort 
of crossing of this boundary that’s 
confusing and overwhelming.”

Robles-Nichols said the trust 
factor between a child and their 
teacher is what makes it difficult 
for the child to distinguish 
inappropriate behavior.

“When you really love this person 
or care for this person, respect this 
person, you don’t really question 
it,” Robles-Nichols said.

Those students who were not 
victims will question why it didn’t 
happen to them and feelings of 
guilt, loss of control and questions 
will emerge, she said.

However, Robles-Nichols said 
recent events can also be educational, 
as parents will now be able to speak 
with their children so they will be 
made aware of what constitutes 
as unacceptable or inappropriate 
behavior from their teachers.

The Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges (WASC) re-
accreditation team held an open 
meeting for students Wednesday 
from 3:30 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. The 
meeting was one of three meetings 
that day; separate meetings for 
faculty and staff were held earlier 
in the day — all of which took 
place in Steven G. Mihaylo Hall 
Room 3230.

Members of the WASC re-
accreditation team who led the 
discussion were Marc Levis-
Fitzgerald, director for education 
assessment at University of 
California, Los Angeles; Lu 
Rehling, a faculty member from 
San Francisco State University; 
and Jane Lawrence, vice chancellor 
of Student Affairs at University of 
California, Merced.

In the meeting, the team brought 
up topics like student experiences 

in the classroom and any student 
in the room could respond with 
their account of experiences at Cal 
State Fullerton. Toward the end of 
the 45-minute session, there was a 
time set aside for students to say 
whatever they would like to say.

Kendall Perez, 19, a biology 
major, attended and contributed 
to the open meeting. He said he 
liked the format of the discussion.

“I really liked it because they 
gave an opportunity for people 
to speak. At one point they 
asked us ‘what do you want us to 
know?’ Rather than just have a 
set of questions, they gave us the 
opportunity to say what we wanted 
to say. So, it wasn’t just limited in 
giving us a questionnaire. They 
gave us options,” said Perez.

Students had positive things 
to say about their experience in 
the classroom, the effectiveness 
of the Titan Degree Audit, and 
the ability to get classes easier for 
anyone involved in the “Finish in 
Four” program. 

Faculty members from Cal State 
Universities all over the state have 
scheduled a vote on a resolution in 
April to decide whether or not they 
want to strike.

If the resolution passes, a series of 
two-day rolling strikes will be held on 
all 23 campuses from April 16-27.

According to a press release, “The 
faculty action occurs at a time when 
the CSU management has faced a 
barrage of criticism for ever-rising 
student fee hikes and tone-deaf 
executive pay increases.”

This isn’t the first time executives 
in the CSU system gave pay raises.

According to Cal Watchdog, 

former CSU Chancellor Ann 
Reynolds resigned in 1990 after she 
gave herself and 26 other executives 
a series of hefty pay raises. At the 
time, Herbert Carter, the chairman 
of the Cal State Board of Trustees, 
was her second in command.

During Carter’s time as chairman, 
heavy salary increases have been 
approved without public input even 
though the state was out of money, 
according to Cal Watchdog.

According to a Los Angeles 
Times article published in February, 
Republicans, who blocked Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s appointment of 
Carter to a second term, didn’t like 
that Carter participated in raising 
student tuition fees last year by 12 
percent and in giving the incoming 
president of the San Diego State 
campus a $400,000 pay package. 
Democratic leaders canceled the 
vote when the Republicans said 

they wouldn’t provide enough votes 
to confirm him. Those who were 
opposed to Carter’s appointment 
believed he was part of the problem, 
with top executives receiving 
$300,000 to $400,000 per year.

There seems to be a great divide 
between the two sides over the 
question of whether or not sitting 
presidents are receiving raises. 
According to the Chancellor’s 
Office and CSU Public Affairs, 
CSU executives haven’t received 
raises in a few years.

“There haven’t been any raises 
since 2007,” said Erik Fallis, who 
works for CSU Public Affairs.

However, according to the 
California Faculty Association, 
there have been pay raises for CSU 
presidents within the last year.

“A number of campus presidents 
in the last year who have been 
brought on and been given raises 

over what their predecessors have 
been making,” said Brian Ferguson, 
who works with the California 
Faculty Association.

Many outgoing presidents 
may be replaced by newer, more 
inexperienced presidents.

“In many of the cases, the 
presidents who have retired or 
left the job have been replaced 
by folks who are younger and less 
experienced. They make even more 
money, so it’s a questionable use 
of the university’s money at a time 
when student fees are going up and 
faculties and staff are facing layoffs 
and class sizes are getting bigger,” 
Ferguson said.

However, the raise the president 
of San Diego State received didn’t 
come from the board.

Dejected is the word Cal State Fullerton 
men’s basketball Head Coach Bob Burton used 
to describe his team’s reaction after suffering a 
first-round defeat to UC Irvine, 65-59, in the 
Big West Conference Tournament Thursday. 
The No. 7 seed Anteaters upset the No. 2 seed 
Titans by playing stellar defense and making 
key 3-pointers in the game.

CSUF (21-9) scored 100 and 92 points in 
the two previous meetings this season and were 
coming off a victory over Long Beach State. 

Going into the game, the Titans ranked 
fourth in the nation in 3-point field goal 
percentage and 12th in scoring (78.6 points 
per game). 

This is a game the Titans expected to win.
“Of course we are incredibly dejected coming 

off a real high beating Long Beach last week, 
which I think is probably a little hangover 
effect,” said Coach Burton. “We didn’t look as 
hungry, as tough as we needed to be until it 
was too late.”

UCI led wire-to-wire making 10-of-22 
3-point attempts. 

UCI guard Chris McNealy scored a game 

and career-high 24 points, guard Derick 
Flowers and forward Michael Wilder had 11 
points. 

Center Adam Folker notched his third 
double-double with 10 points and 11 rebounds. 
CSUF shot 37 percent in the game and 5-of-20 
from behind the arc.

“(UCI) did a great job of guarding our 
shooters. I think they were 0-for-3,000. I was 
going to start putting helmets on people in the 
stands,” said Coach Burton. 

The Titans scored a season-low in points and 
only had nine free-throw attempts.

“I felt we weren’t aggressive at all today. We 

settled too much. Nobody really got into the 
paint and it showed,” senior forward Orane 
Chin said on his team’s lack of intensity.

“This is one of the low points since I’ve been 
here,” said Coach Burton. “I thought this team 
was really good. I didn’t know if we could have 
won this tournament but they had a chance.”

The Titans had a couple of chances to turn 
it around late. 

Chin made consecutive treys to get CSUF 
within two, 53-51, with 5:50 left. 
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CSU FACULTY WEIGHS OPTIONS ON STRIKE

California State University faculty members went on strike Nov. 17 at Cal State East Bay and Cal State Dominguez Hills, which resulted in shutting down those campuses for a day.
Daily Titan File Photo

CFA to vote on possible strike in April
  California Faculty 

Association will vote to 
see if it wants to strike 
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 CSUF scored a season-low 
59, end season early Thursday
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 Students get a 
chance to say how 
they feel about CSUF
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 Parents increasingly 
cautious after hearing 
about new allegations
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WASC holds open 
meeting for students

Molestation cases 
hit Los Angeles area

CAMPUS | Accreditation committee 

LOCAL | Teachers accused

SPORTS | Men’s Hoops

Head Coach Bob Burton and senior forward Orane Chin speak to the media after being upset by UCI, 65-59, 
in the first round of the Big West Conference Tournament.
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Titans stunned 
in tournament 
opener to UCI



Some students expressed concern 
with the difficulty of getting 
advising for general education, 
the difficulty of navigating their 
way into the nursing program and 
they were discouraged from even 
attempting to get into the nursing 
program.

The WASC team heard various 
points of view from students from 
all different majors, and most of the 
students were able to express their 
opinions at least once. Brianna 
Granados, 20, a health science 
major, gave her input during the 
open meeting,

“I think, above all, I wanted to 
talk about my experience of the 
campus reaching out to me because 
my first year I felt a little isolated 
because of how big the campus 
was. I wanted them to know that 
the school made an effort toward 
me improving my experience,” said 
Granados.

Granados was not surprised 
with the feedback fellow students 
provided during the discussion.

“Anything that was critical 
about the campus, I understood. 
I was surprised parking didn’t get 
brought up so I guess they have 
taken steps toward that. Most of the 
concerns, I understood. Nothing 

really surprised me,” Granados said.
Edgar P. Trotter, acting associate 

vice president of Undergraduate 
Programs, said these meetings 
could be helpful depending on the 
content of the discussion. 

“Universities are places of open 
expression — this is a good thing 
… This is good, and people care, 
and they want to have an impact 
on public policy. The problem with 
students is that they’re typically 
disorganized, they don’t really get 
involved in the political process, 
they are not connected yet, but 
when they do, eventually, that will 
be (better),” said Trotter.

Trotter said this particular 
WASC visit is called the Education 
Effectiveness Review. Trotter also 
said they aren’t worried about being 
re-accredited, but it’s a matter of 
how long. He added this process 
is all about self-improvement and 
an elaborate way of self-studying 
for CSUF.

“I take it (WASC re-accreditation) 
as being like the Lakers. For 
example, (former Head Coach) 
Phil Jackson was never satisfied 
with them until the championship, 
and though they did a good job, 
he’s always looking to be better. So 
we’re pushing ourselves to always be 
better and the accreditation process 
helps us do that,” Trotter said.

Trotter said if the faculty believes 
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WASC: Review team opened up to discussion with public, receiving feedback from average students

The Psychology Department and the Women 
and Gender Studies Program will hold the fifth 
installment of its “Thinking Queer” series at 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday in Mihaylo Hall Room 264 with 
guest speaker Toby Beauchamp, Ph.D., of UC 
San Diego.

“Thinking Queer” is a series dedicated to 
bringing queer studies to Cal State Fullerton, 
said Karyl Ketchum, Ph.D., one proponent 
of the queer studies minor on campus. The 
series has run every year since 2010, with three 
speakers each semester.

Ketchum said the speakers and topics are 
separate from each other, but all relate to gender 
and queer studies.

“The queer studies minor is part of the Women 
and Gender Studies Department on campus … 
but it’s actually quite a big program because of our 
faculty involvement,” said Ketchum.

According to the queer studies minor Web 
page, there are 37 faculty members affiliated 
with the program. Ketchum said the number is 
currently closer to 42.

“The Thinking Queer experience is unique … 
in that it brings in people from campus doing 
queer-related work, but it also brings in some of 
the most important scholars doing queer-related 
work from across the country,” Ketchum said.

Along with Ketchum, John Ibson, Ph.D., is 
another faculty member who helped establish the 
queer studies minor at CSUF. Ibson, an American 

studies professor, was one of the original speakers 
for “Thinking Queer” in the fall 2010 semester. 

Ibson said this is a topic people can never know 
enough about.

“I helped establish the queer studies minor 
because I believed that all of our students would 
benefit from having a coordinated curriculum 
that studies human diversity in this way,” said 
Ibson. “I also believed that it would enhance the 
reputation of Cal State Fullerton to have a queer 
studies program, as do so many of the better 
universities in the country.” 

Ibson was not the only one wishing to enhance 
the queer studies minor at CSUF.

“We really want to create a community of 
scholars and scholarships around queer studies,” 
Ketchum said.

Although Ibson is away this semester, traveling 
and conducting research for a book, he said he has 
tried to make it to as many of the past “Thinking 
Queer” events as possible.

“Discussing fresh ideas is at the heart of what 
good universities do,” Ibson said, “I’m sure Dr. 
Beauchamp will be very much worth hearing.”

Toby Beauchamp, UC president’s postdoctoral 
fellow in the Department of Communication at 
University of California, San Diego, holds a Ph.D. 
in Cultural Studies from University of California, 
Davis. The Queer Studies Web page on the CSUF 
website contains one of his essays, which Ketchum 
said he will be covering during his lecture. 

Beauchamp’s current area of study is in 
transgender issues, primarily focusing on how U.S.-
based surveillance has been deployed in relation to 
transgender groups, especially post 9/11.

Beauchamp’s essay makes the argument 
that while increased surveillance by the U.S. 
government does not appear to be gender related 

at face value, it is rooted and reinforced by 
“maintenance and enforcement of normatively 
gendered bodies, behaviors and identities.”

“Some of the speakers (for ‘Thinking Queer’) 
are faculty members here, but we also bring in 
outside people,” Ketchum said. “We try to link, 
for each of the speakers, to an essay they’ve 
written … so that people on the campus can get 
up to speed on (a) scholar’s work before coming 
to the event.”

This event is meant for anyone who may 
be interested in the subject matter. It’s not 
restricted just to those involved in the queer 
studies minor. 

Kris Beals, Ph.D., psychology professor and 
organizer of “Thinking Queer” with Ketchum, 
said the purpose of the event is to help create a 
community around the queer studies minor.

“It’s a common place where students, faculty 
and staff can all come together and listen to these 
talks,” said Beals. “But also to see each other and 
meet each other as well.”

Ketchum said the event reaches out to everyone 
in the CSUF community and beyond. Many 
people from outside the campus are invited as 
well, from places all over Orange County.

“(The) issues are so diverse,” Ketchum said. 
“Queer studies isn’t just a topic one studies; it’s a 
methodology. It’s a way of looking at a television 
show, a film, a piece of literature and examining 
it (from that viewpoint).”

Ketchum said the goal of “Thinking Queer,” 
and subsequently the queer studies program, is a 
lofty one, but one she would love to meet.

“Our goal is to create a sense on our campus, 
for our students and community, about the rich 
diversity of this topic, this way of thinking and 
this area of scholarship,” she said.

 Expert on transgender issues 
investigates the surveillance 
patterns of the US government

MATT ATKINSON
Daily Titan

something is problematic, the 
WASC team will listen to them.

“We as an organization, a 
university is managed to a great 
extent by the faculty and staff, more 
so than corporate America. So we 
will have lots and lots of discussions 
on things, and so faculty and staff 
have big say in what goes on around 
here,” Trotter said.

The last time CSUF was re-
accredited was about ten years ago. 
The WASC Steering Committee 
here at CSUF has been preparing 
for this visit for five years.

The committee has compiled 
various documents in order to 
help the WASC re-accreditation 
team understand what the school is 
doing and has done to improve the 
education at the campus. Trotter 
said the main thing that they do is 
come out and confirm what CSUF 
has sent them.

Now that the WASC re-
accreditation team has completed 
its visit, the campus awaits the 
final evaluation.

During the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) meetings, which took place throughout the day in Mihaylo 
Hall Wednesday, the re-accredidation team met with students and faculty to evaluate the quality of education at CSUF.

WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

CSUF to host ‘Thinking Queer’ for the fifth time

“Fifty thousand dollars of it came from 
private donations and another $50,000 came 
from the university,” Fallis said. “CSUSD’s 
budget is $800 million.”

Elizabeth Chapin, who works for CSU 
Public Affairs, thinks it’s because he was new 
to the school.

“As a new employee, San Diego State’s 
president did receive a salary higher than that of 
the retiring president,” said Chapin in an email.

However, Ferguson said people would like to 
see the money spent elsewhere.

“Whatever money is being spent would be 
much better spent on CSU students rather 
than on executives,” Ferguson said. “Whatever 
resources CSU has really needs to be spent in 
the classroom.”

Although top executives haven’t been given 
these raises, tuition costs have been going up 
over the last few years, which Fallis said is due 

to school budget cuts.  
In fact, the Board of Trustees has had to raise 

tuition because the legislature had lowered 
funding by $1 billion during the last few years, 
Chapin said.

Ferguson agreed that there have been massive 
cuts in the CSU system.

“The CSU has suffered hundreds of millions 
of dollars in the state budget over the last half 
decade,” Ferguson said. “Higher education 
has been under siege with a series of budget 
cuts over the last few years. It’s the view of 
the faculty and the students that are out here 
rallying in Sacramento, as well as members of 
the legislature, that there are some misplaced 
priorities in terms of how what money we do 
get is being spent ... on the salaries of incoming 
campus presidents. Money is best spent in the 
classroom and on students.”

Chapin said CFA walked out on the last 
talks with CSU administration.

“The CFA continues to show that they are 
not committed to the negotiation process. The 

faculty union bargaining team has previously 
walked out of negotiations with university 
administration,” Chapin said.

Ferguson, on the other hand, disagrees.
“The sides are still negotiating contracts, 

and at one point in the negotiations our 
side decided that we were deadlocked in 
negotiations,” he said. “We needed to move 
into mediation and get a neutral third party to 
see if we could jump-start the talks.”

CSU faculty last went on strike in November 
at Cal State East Bay and Cal State Dominguez 
Hills. The strike shut down those campuses for 
a day.

“In November, faculty union leadership 
stepped away from finding common agreement 
the day after denying classes and services to 
thousands of CSU students at Dominguez 
Hills and East Bay,” Chapin said.

A strike would require a majority vote from 
the faculty.

If the resolution passes, it will be the largest 
higher education teachers strike in U.S. history.

STRIKE: Decision to picket would require majority vote from faculty
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“Ideally, parents should be 
taking this as an opportunity to 
talk — the door is open now,” 
Robles-Nichols said. “Talk about 
those things that are related to 
sexuality — your private parts, 
your boundaries.”

Amy McLain, 40, a student 
studying early childhood special 
education, leaves her daughter 
under the care of the staff at the 
Children’s Center at Cal State 
Fullerton. 

“I feel very confident in their 
professionalism and very safe 
leaving her,” said McLain, who has 
been dropping off her daughter at 
the center for a year. 

The Children’s Center, which 
operates with funds from 
Associated Students Inc., provides 
“affordable, quality child care” for 
CSUF students, faculty, staff and 
community, according to its website. 

McLain also said the Miramonte 
scandal could potentially affect 
prospective male teachers. 

“The individuals who have been 
accused of the molestation and 
those nasty acts over at Miramonte, 
I think, are disgusting,” McLain 
said. “I’m afraid that when a man 
wants to become a teacher, I think 
that that is what people are going 
to see and think of an innocent 
man who really, truly, wants to be 
a teacher and be a good teacher.” 

Ronny Loeur, 26, a psychology 
major with a minor in child 
development, is a teacher’s aide/
assistant at the Children’s Center, 
where he sets up activities and 
reads stories to children. 

Loeur, a prospective teacher, 
said the events in Miramonte are 
an example of the changes school 
systems have yet to undergo. 

“Of course you don’t want 
it to happen, but now that it 
did happen, now our eyes are 
open,” said Loeur. “We need to 
do something in this education 
system to prevent this.”

Loeur also said teachers are 
meant to help students succeed.

“I feel teaching is definitely 
an honorable profession and is 
a humbling profession,” Loeur 
said. “We do it because we want 
to help others to learn and reach 
their potential — because when 
you understand a child (and) 
their needs, you can adjust your 
classroom to that.” 

Loeur said there is a need for 
more male teachers. 

“We need a lot of male role 

models,” Loeur said. “I see a lot of 
single moms coming in and their 
parents are in and out of their 
lives and when you see a male 
role model teaching them it’s kind 
of — it’s humbling, you know, 
just to be like, ‘yeah a male can 
teach them too,’ just as much as 
a mother.” 

Apart from the child molestation 
cases shown on television channels, 
McLain said she feels teachers are 
being watched more closely. 

“I think that teachers are being 
scrutinized and the media tends 
to showcase and glorify all the 
horrible things that said teachers 
do and don’t; you know, uphold 
them and showcase the great 
ones,” McLain said. “So when you 
see horrible stories in the news, in 
the media, about teachers, I think 
people think and generalize that 
and think that teaching is bad, 
which it’s not.” 

However, not all the child 
molestation cases have involved 
only male teachers. 

Gabriela Cortez, a 42-year-old 
Spanish teacher at Roosevelt High 
School in Montebello was arrested 
February under “suspicion of 
unlawful sexual intercourse with a 

minor,” according to Montebello 
police Lt. Luis Lopez in a report 
by CBS. 

Under penal code 261.5, “any 
person who engages in an act of 
unlawful sexual intercourse with 
a minor who is more than three 
years younger than the perpetrator 
is guilty of either a misdemeanor 
or a felony, and shall be punished 
by imprisonment in a county jail 
not exceeding one year,” and is 
“liable for a civil penalty not to 
exceed ten thousand dollars.” Or if 
a person over 21 years old is guilty 
of unlawful sexual intercourse 
with a minor under the age of 
16, they are “guilty of either a 
misdemeanor or a felony” and can 
be imprisoned for no more than 
one year and be “liable for a civil 
penalty not to exceed $25,000.”

Robles-Nichols said preventing 
this starts with suspicion from 
colleagues and reporting when 
anyone is suspected of doing 
something inappropriate. 

“Every teacher, and anybody 
employed, who receives a paycheck 
for working with children 
— doesn’t matter if they’re a 
YWCA after-school counselor 
or a credential teacher — they’re 

all called mandated reporters,” 
Robles-Nichols said. “They have to 
report any suspicion, anything that 
they suspect that’s abuse related 
with a child who is under 18.” 

Suspicion is all that is needed, 
she said.

“They don’t have to be 100 
percent sure that someone is being 
molested or abused,” Robles-
Nichols said. “They just have to 
have suspicion.”

In addition to the aforementioned 
cases, a high school teacher’s aide 
at John C. Fremont High School 
in the Los Angeles Unified School 
District, Alain Salas, 40, was 
arrested under an “investigation 
of sexual contact with a 15-year-
old student,” according to the 
Associated Press. Salas was also the 

volleyball coach.
Paul Chapel, a third-grade teacher 

at Telfair Elementary in the Los 
Angeles Unified School District was 
arrested in October, charged and 
pleaded “not guilty to 16 counts 
of lewd acts and continuous sexual 
abuse of three girls and one boy, 
each younger than 14,” according 
to the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office, as reported by 
the Los Angeles Times. Chapel had 
continued to work in schools despite 
the allegations he faced in 1997.

A Fullerton resident and English 
teacher at El Rancho Charter 
School in Anaheim Hills, Joshua 
Alexander Evans, 32, was arrested 
Feb. 23 for charges of two counts 
of “lewd and lascivious acts” with 
a 14-year-old girl.

dai lyt i tan.com/news
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Israel launched new airstrikes 
in Gaza Monday as talks of a 
possible cease-fire after three 
days of bombing fizzled, 
according to CNN.com.

The bombing left 30 people 
injured, security officials and 
medical sources said.  At least 18 
people have been killed and 65 
people have been wounded since 
the strikes began Friday.

The recent violence between 
Israel and Gaza began after Israel 
killed a leader of the militant 
group Popular Resistance 
Committees, saying he was 
planning an attack on Israel.  

Militants in Gaza have since 
fired more than 125 projectiles 
at Southern Israel in response to 
the killing.    

Israel’s airstrikes Monday 
targeted a weapons storage 
facility and several rocket-
launching sites in the Gaza Strip, 
a spokeswoman for the Israel 
Defense Forces said.  

Israel Airstrikes 
in Gaza Continue

Brief by Sean Viele

Activists protested the San 
Onofre Nuclear Generating 
Station Sunday to mark the one-
year anniversary of the nuclear 
meltdown in Fukushima, Japan, 
reported The Orange County 
Register. 

Around 200 people rallied 
in San Onofre State Beach near 
the plant to listen to several 
speakers, including two Japanese 
residents who lived through the 
Fukushima meltdown.

Several anti-nuclear energy 
organizations, like Residents 
Organizing for Safe Environment, 
put on the event and about 100 
activists from San Diego were 
brought in by bus.

Many of the speakers were 
drawn just recently into the cause 
against nuclear energy after the 
Fukushima disaster. However, 
some have long been part of the 
movement.

Currently, the San Onofre’s 
reactors are off-line due to leaks 
and wear and tear to the generator 
tubes. Speakers at the event said 
they would like for the generators 
to remain off.

The rally took place a day 
after nearly 200 people met in 
remembrance for Japan at the 
San Clemente Community 
Center Saturday.

Local Nuclear 
Plant Protested

Brief by Jameson Steed

Nobel Prize winner F. 
Sherwood Rowland died Saturday 
of complications from Parkinson’s 
Disease. Rowland, a founding 
professor at the University of 
California, Irvine was 84, reported 
The Orange County Register.

Rowland, along with 
postdoctoral student Mario 
Molina and Dutch researcher Paul 
Crutzen, won the Nobel Prize in 
1995 for their research showing 
that chlorofluorocarbons were 
harmful to the Earth’s protective 
ozone layer.  

Chlorofluorocarbons are 
organic compounds found in 
aerosol cans and cleaning products 
that can rapidly destroy the ozone, 
which shields the Earth’s surface 
from ultraviolet radiation.

At the time their research 
surfaced, the scientists faced 
opposition over their findings 
from the industry.  

After the discovery of these 
atoms, a hole was found in the 
ozone layer over the Antarctic. 
This started an international 
treaty to stop the selling of these 
chemicals.

Rowland was a founding 
professor of chemistry and the 
first chair of the Chemistry 
Department at UCI.

UCI Nobel Prize 
Winner Dies

Brief by Maegan Castro-Flores

DTBRIEFS TEACHERS: Recent series of molestation charges involve male and female teachers

 ...Continued from page 1
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1.) Telfair Elementary
San Fernando Valley
- Paul Chapel

2.) Roosevelt High School
Los Angeles
- Gabriela Cortez

3.) John C. Fremont High School
Los Angeles
- Alain Salas

4.) and 5.) Miramonte Elementary School
Los Angeles
- Mark Berndt
- Martin Springer

6.) El Rancho Charter School 
Anaheim
- Joshua Alexander Evans

Courtesy of Google Maps
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It’s 2012, almost 100 years 
after women won the right to vote 
and nearly four decades since the 
historic Supreme Court decision, 
Roe v. Wade, which protects 
the right for women to decide 
whether or not they should have 
an abortion.

So many years have passed since 
these historical landmarks; you 
would think we would be able to 
say with confidence that women 
should not have to fight for their 
basic rights.

In July 2011, President Barack 
Obama mandated that birth 
control will be added to the 
Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act, making birth control 
free for women who have health 
insurance. At this present time, 
not all types of birth control 
are covered by major insurance 
companies.

The ability for women to access 
affordable birth control should be 
a no-brainer, but apparently it’s 
still an issue that’s being debated 
in the public sphere. The benefits 
of contraception should be 
apparent, seeing as 90 million oral 
contraceptive prescriptions were 
filled in 2009. 

So with that in mind, I am not 
going to indulge you with how 
important contraception is for 
women’s health. Nor will I wave 
around my fist of feminism to 
argue with men about why they 
don’t understand the numerous 
methods and uses of contraception. 

I won’t sit here and bore you with 
facts such as 42 percent of women 
who use oral contraception use it 
for exclusively for contraceptive 
reasons.  

I should not have to go into 
the fact that women don’t just 

pop a pill every time they want to 
have sex — you need to take the 
pill consistently no matter how 
busy or dull your sex life is due to 
health reasons.

The fact that many women 
in committed relationships or 
marriages use contraception is not 
something I should have to point 
out. While it should be common 
knowledge by now that just because 
you are on contraception it does 
not mean you are promiscuous 
— loud mouth media shock jocks 
like Rush Limbaugh seem to think 
women who use contraception 
are “sluts” and “prostitutes.” The 
frequency of how much sex a 
woman has should not be a part of 
a national debate at all.

What I would like to point out 
is the genderized argument of the 
national debate.

I take back what I said before — 
I am waving my feminist fist with 
this one. This is not just an issue 
of women’s health, it’s an issue of 
women’s sexual rights.

Imagine lawmakers and pundits 
cautioning men about their sexual 
behavior. I can see it now: 

Men should have less sex! 
Your sperm is causing too much 
trouble in the good ol’ U.S.A. and 
we’ve had enough! Folks, men’s 
promiscuity costs the American 
taxpayers too much money. 
Insurance companies shouldn’t 
cover your penis; you need to 
cover your own! 

You welfare kings are running 
amok and palling around with 
female parts; you should be 
ashamed to ask your own health 
insurance policy to subsidize your 
inability to shut your legs! 

Your sex life is getting in the way 
of my liberty, and we are going to 

have a national debate until you 
scale back on your sex rampages.

Alas, this is not the rhetoric we 
are hearing. The attack on birth 
control is an attack on women. 

The argument is centered 
around females and a false 
assertion of our “demand” to have 
sex whenever we want with no 
consequences. 

The same double standard 
that almost prevented the 
revolutionary pill from entering 
the marketplace is the same one 
we are encountering decades later. 
It’s an attack on a woman’s right to 
have a sexual being and make her 
own choices.

Rhetoric such as Limbaugh’s 
shows how out of touch he is with 
the realities American women face 
everyday. 

At the same time — with the 
forced apology that was barely an 
apology at all, the media scrutiny, 
the boos and hisses from countless 
detractors — we have to remember 
one thing: There are still people 
who think the way Limbaugh 
does. 

Just because Limbaugh 
apologized and almost 100 
advertisers have yanked their ads, 
the “Good Ol’ Boys Club” has 
not gone away. The fight is not 
over. The GOP’s war on women 
still rages on, and continues with 
the support of a segment of the 
American public.

The issue of women’s rights has 
not faded and will never go away. 
Whether it’s responding to micro-
aggressions in the workplace or 
expressing support for women’s 
rights through protests, both 
genders need to continue to stand 
up at every opportunity to say, 
“Enough is enough.”

We are convinced that Rush 
Limbaugh is the real inspiration 
behind Keith Fierro’s “truth.”  
How embarrassing.

As politically aware men and 
women at Cal State Fullerton, 
we are extremely worried. We 
are worried by your shameful, 
uninformed misinterpretation 
of not only our country’s health 
care system, but women’s issues as 
well. The freedoms of women are 
at stake because of misogynistic 
stereotypes like the ones you 
spout off in your piece. Not only 
did many students and faculty 
find your language offensive 
and hateful, we also find it to 
be incorrect and irrational. You 
asked your readers to wage war 
on the selfish manipulation of 
liberals, and namely feminists, 
and we are showing up to battle 
your flawed logic with sound 
reasoning.

Misunderstanding of insurance: 
Sandra Fluke wasn’t demanding 
that the government pay for her 
birth control. She argues that a 
private insurance provider, one 
that she pays for coverage, should 
provide her with comprehensive 
reproductive health options, 
including birth control that best 
fits the needs of each individual 
woman.   

Misunderstanding of birth 
control: We’re unsure of how you 

came to the conclusion that the 
more sex a woman has, the more 
birth control she will need.  

Unlike Viagra, you take one 
birth control pill a day, whether 
you have sex once a day, 100 times 
a day or once a year. Interesting 
that you are not concerned about 
the cost inflicted on the taxpayers 
by the number of Viagra pills 
paid for by insurance companies, 
as the more sex you have, the 
more pills you need. Perhaps men 
should “abstain from intercourse” 
to reduce costs to insurance 
companies and the taxpayers.

What business do you have 
telling women when, how much 
and why they should have sex in 
the year 2012? Your argument 
against women’s use of birth 
control assumes without realizing 
it that men must govern women’s 
sexual independence as well 
as their individual freedom by 
controlling their reproductive 
decisions, something that seems 
very much out of step with the 
21st century. 

Your statement regarding 
women as “selfish” and 
“manipulative” for using birth 
control is a direct attack on a 
woman’s ability to make decisions 
regarding her own health and 
reproductive life. By restricting 
women’s reproductive choices 
you are essentially trying to 

control their ability to participate 
in economic, social and political 
life. In addition, your argument 
reaffirms the sexual double-
standard that makes birth control 
for men far more accessible and 
acceptable than for women. 

Lastly, it is intellectually 
dishonest to discount the women 
who legitimately do use oral 
contraceptives to manage health 
conditions other than to prevent 
pregnancy. Your dismissal of 
women’s health issues is ignorant 
at best, and cruel at worst.

Sandra Fluke is not a caricature 
of the modern liberal feminist. 
Sandra Fluke is standing up for 
women’s reproductive rights, 
and apparently, women’s value 
as humans. We are saddened by 
your unwillingness to join us 
in rational thought in the 21st 
century. It’s clear you didn’t 
actually read the testimony that 
Fluke delivered before Congress, 
because none of what you address 
is what she asserts. Perhaps next 
time you decide to open your 
mouth and insert your foot, you’ll 
do your research beforehand.

Re: A ‘Fluke’ in this situation

The Men and Women of 
WMST 360

The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters must include the sender’s first and 
last name. Students must include their majors and other writers must include their affiliation 
to the university, if applicable. Letters must refer to an article published within the last week. 
Once a letter is submitted it becomes property of the Daily Titan. Publication of letters is based 
on the validity of content and may be edited for length, grammar and spelling. Letters may be 
sent to dteditorinchief@gmail.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I’m not sure what appalled 
me more: The lack of substance 
in Keith Fierro’s argument or 
the inability of a college student 
to correctly proofread his own 
opinion piece before submission. 

It is obvious our education 
system is failing us if this type 
of ignorant and sexist rhetoric is 
what is floating around college 
campuses. Fierro’s commentary 
on what took place at the Feb. 16 
congressional hearing about birth 
control was seriously misguided 
considering the fact that his 
argument was full of fallacies and 
age-old attacks on the sexuality 
of women. This is not an issue 
of buying a box of condoms 
for $9 at the drugstore. This is 
an issue of personal choice and 
women’s health. I find it comical 
that Fierro claims that Uncle 
Sam will be footing the bill for 
birth control when women are 
lobbying insurance companies 
for the same equal benefits when 
it comes to their sexual health. 
How convenient of him not to 
mention the fact that Viagra is 
covered by insurance companies! 

What purpose does Viagra serve 
when it comes to men’s health?

As for the implication that 
health insurance covering birth 
control will somehow evolve into 
car insurance covering what it 
takes to fill up his gas tank, I have 
to say, the slippery slope fallacy 
sure is getting old. This blatant 
and distasteful attack on women 
is lacking so much in fact; I do 
not know where to begin.

The insinuation that the 
amount of birth control women 
are taking is somehow analogous 
to the amount of sex women are 
having is erroneous — to the 
point of idiocy! I can sense the 
disdain Fierro is experiencing 
in the way he addresses women. 
Suggesting that women are 
lying when it comes to using 
oral contraceptives for health 
problems shows just how he 
views women. That should not 
even be an issue! The idea that 
the government should “stay out 
of the bedroom” was intended to 
mean that the federal government 
should not place restrictions on 
civil and social liberties, not to 

prevent women from receiving 
adequate health care service. 
A recent Reuters-NPR Health 
poll found that 77 percent 
of Americans believe private 
medical insurance should provide 
birth control without co-pays. 
That is a not just a majority, but 
a plurality of Americans speaking 
up for women’s health. 

The Fluke-controversy wasn’t 
necessarily about women’s 
contraception. It was about the 
fact that no woman was allowed 
to testify to Congress in a hearing 
on woman’s health care issues, 
and that the only people who 
were allowed to testify were men. 

Access to health care is a right 
no matter how Fierro tries to spin 
it into sounding like a radical 
leftist agenda.

Re: A ‘Fluke’ in this situation

An Lan Pham
Political Science Major

Stand up for your rights

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Despite the flood of 

comments, letters to the editor 
and public displays of opinions 
on an opinion piece, I strongly 
stand by publishing “A ‘Fluke’ 
in this situation.”

What was stated in Keith 
Fierro’s article does not reflect 
the views of the Daily Titan, 
its editors and myself.

At the Daily Titan, the 
opinion section is a forum for 
views on social, political and 
other issues pertaining to the 
students at Cal State Fullerton.

The goal of an opinion 
piece is to spark meaningful 
discussion on the subject 
whether people agree with it 
or disagree with it.

Fierro, a freelancer and 
student at CSUF, wrote a 
piece that did just that. It 
ramped up discussion and 
influenced people to look into 
contraception and health care 

issues. We believed that the 
article was relevant and had a 
different view from those of 
most college students.

The opinion editor, myself 
and other editors on staff — 
men and women — do not 
agree with what was said in the 
article, but just because one 
does not agree with someone’s 
personal views does not make 
them inherently wrong.

Our editors on staff would be 
showing a personal, unethical 
bias toward someone’s views by 
not publishing an article that 
was fit to publish. Everyone 
is entitled to their own views. 
We may not always, or ever, 
agree with them but it is their 
personal opinion.

At the Daily Titan we 
encourage all students to 
write about current issues 
that interest them. You do not 
have to be a journalist, all you 

need is an opinion. We want 
to represent the students on 
campus, no matter what their 
majors may be, and accept 
submissions from all who are 
willing to contribute to our 
paper.

These are the last few 
letters  on the article that will 
be published in the paper. It 
will be a week from when the 
article was published, and it is 
time to move forward.

Michelle Wiebach
Editor-in-Chief
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Cal State Fullerton’s Theatre and 
Dance Department broke out Friday 
evening with a piece that would 
touch the hearts of many. The Diary 
of Anne Frank had the audience 
laughing and enjoying the ride of 
the life of a young girl. But by the 
end of the night those lighthearted 
feelings would soon disappear as 
Anne and the other seven tenants 
living in a secret annex would be 
found by the Nazis.  

The Diary of Anne Frank is a true 
recollection of a young Jewish girl 
living in Nazi-invaded territory. 
The play follows the accounts of 
Anne, her family and the other 
four members hiding in an annex 
(a secret attic in her father’s work 
building).  

CSUF takes the audience on 
a journey and allows them to see 
only a glimpse of what life was like 
for a teenage girl trying to adapt 
to the drama of being a teenager 
fearing for her life.

Hannah Mae Sturges, the 
actress who plays Anne Frank, said 
the audience really picked up on 
the actors embodying what life 
was like living in an attic while 
still experiencing the lighthearted 
teenage antics through this drama 
about life. 

At the end of the play, the 
audience’s attention was locked 
on the story of Frank and the 
outcomes of the characters’ lives.  

“They picked up the lessons 
of it (in) the beginning, like 

the comedy and the fun part of 
life that happens in the annex, 
and then (it) follows a journey 
emotionally, up and down, (that 
includes) everyone,” said Sturges.  

A great deal of background 
knowledge was put into developing 
the play since this is a true and 
extremely real story.

Evelyn Carol Case, senior 
lecturer  of acting for the Theatre 
and Dance Department, and the 
actress who played Frank’s mother, 
said that along with reading the 
diary of Frank, other forms of 
preparation were put into practice.  

“The director prepared 
materials for our research, we 
went to the Museum of Tolerance 
and our assistant director helped 
us with the traditions, customs 
and prayers,” said Case.  

It was the goal of those involved 
in the production to really do 
justice to Frank and the other 
annex tenants and to also reveal 
a sense of hope to the audience 
amidst a time when hope was lost.  

“Overall, what we want the 
audience to feel and to get 
from (the play) is the hope and 
inspiration that Anne Frank gives 
to many people and the realities 

of their lives,” said Jonathan 
Castanien, the stage manager of 
the play.  

For Sturges, the daunting 
experience of playing a real person 
was well worth it.  

“It’s an adventure playing Anne, 
it’s great. It’s an emotional experience. 
It’s amazing,” Sturges said.  

This play portrays the true and 
real events of inspiration brought 
by this young woman.  

   “I think it’s inspiring; it’s a 
play about hope and about staying 
true to who you are and discovery 
of yourself and all the potential 
that you have,” Sturges said.“It’s a 
play about holding on to hope in a 
time of such despair.” 

The next showing will be March 
15. The Diary of Anne Frank will 
be playing until March 25.

The Diary of 
Anne Frank 
in Fullerton

Hannah Mae Sturges plays Anne Frank for CSUF’s rendition of The Diary of Anne 
Frank. Showings will last until March 25.

Courtesy of Leonard Suryajaya

John Carter has all the best 
qualities a blockbuster movie can 
offer: action, romance, flying 
ships and Mars.

John Carter, which is first set in 
Arizona in the late 1800s, follows 
a Civil War veteran who discovers 
a portal to Mars, where he finds 
himself caught in the middle of 
a tribal conflict. Because he is 
accustomed to Earth’s gravity, he 
can leap hundreds of feet in the air.

The PG-13 science-fiction 
romance story is based off Edgar 
Rice Burroughs’ first novel in 
the expansive Barsoom series, A 
Princess of Mars.

It may seem unoriginal now 
with Star Wars, Star Trek and 
Avatar, but Burroughs nearly 
invented the space opera genre of 
having a displaced human visiting 
other planets. 

This year marks the centennial 
anniversary of John Carter, a 
Virginian gentleman and superman 
before there was even Superman.

The film, directed by Andrew 
Stanton (Wall-E), veers significantly 
from the novel, but that’s OK. One 
hundred years ago it was fine to 
have a character transport himself 
by simply willing himself to travel 
to Mars — today, a high-tech 
gadget is needed to do the trick.

The film continues Disney’s 
streak of having enjoyable live-
action movies for adults and 
children. John Carter (Taylor 
Kitsch) and Dejah Thoris (Lynn 
Collins), the princess of Helium, 
a peaceful state that has been 
attacked by Zodanga, is a likable 
combination. Tars Tarkas (Willem 
Dafoe), chief of the brutal green-
colored Thark race, is also a strong 
character as Carter’s ally.

But Matai Shang is a horrible 
excuse for a villain. It appears as if 
Mark Strong, who portrayed him, 
used an exact copy of his acting as 
the villain in both Green Lantern 
and Sherlock Holmes.

Shang has a plan to destroy 

Barsoom (Mars) by manipulating 
the Prince of Zodanga to go to war 
with Helium.

“We do not cause the destruction 
of a world, Captain Carter. We 
simply manage it. Feed off it, if you 
like,” Shang says.

The film does an extraordinary 
job of showing Edgar Rice 
Burroughs (the writer of the series 
in real life) as the nephew of John 
Carter. Burroughs inherits his late 
uncle’s wealthy estate after his 
uncle has apparently died. He then 
reads John Carter’s journal, which 
recounts his travels to Mars.

The film’s most tender moment 
takes place centering around the 
young Burroughs, and it is Disney 
at its finest.

Cinematically, the Martian flying 
ships are spectacular. Looking akin 
to a mechanical dragonfly and a 

Star Wars pod racer, the film has 
produced an iconic masterpiece. 
The elegant city of Helium also is 
beautifully designed.

Bryan Cranston (Breaking Bad) 
has a hilarious cameo as a Civil War 
colonel and Michael Giacchino 
(Lost, Star Trek) provides a brilliant 
score reminiscent of John Williams’ 
Raiders of the Lost Ark soundtrack.

John Carter is the first of a trilogy 
and a script for the second film is 
currently in production, producer 
Jim Morris reported Thursday to 
The Hollywood Reporter.

The story is about a decaying 
world, a world that has been at 
war for a millennium, in need of 
a savior.

As Tars Tarkas tells John Carter, 
“When I saw you, I believed it was 
a sign that something new could 
come into this world.”

Movie Disney’s trip to Mars is a success

 Two-time Oscar 
winner for  Finding 
Nemo strikes again

John Carter

TIM WORDEN
Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton is a changed 
campus, thanks to the guys from The 
Buried Life.

Armed with quick wit, good looks 
and a motivational message, four very 
cool Canadian guys — Ben Nemtin, 
Dave Lingwood, Duncan Penn, and 
Jonnie Penn — charmed and inspired 
students Thursday into digging deep 
and figuring out what they want to do 
before they die.

Students in attendance were treated 
to a slideshow made by the guys, with 
some never-before-seen footage. From 
hilarious and possibly embarrassing 
pictures of the guys’ past to truly 
heartbreaking stories of people they 
have helped along the way, The Buried 
Life crew captivated the audience with 
their blunt honesty, down-to-earth 
demeanor and humble attitudes.

It wasn’t just the students, 
however, that were inspired and 
educated by the show.

“We started The Buried Life to 
learn. That was our main objective; 
to learn stuff about life. And doing 
this college tour is an educational 
experience for us. We get to see what 
our generation wants to do before 
they die,” said Jonnie Penn.

They set out on this college tour 

with specific goals in mind. Lucky 
for CSUF students, we’re able to help 
them cross them off their list.

“We had this feeling of discontent 
where we weren’t happy with anything 
we were doing,” said Lingwood. “My 
ultimate goal is if I can talk to anyone 
in the same position that I was at that 
same age, to maybe give them some 
kind of inspiration to find something 
that they’re passionate about.”

While Lingwood hoped to spark up 
some passion in students, Jonnie Penn 
hoped to spark up curiosity.

“My personal goal is to inspire kids 
to question authority and not just to 
accept things because they are,” Jonnie 
Penn said.

They were able to spread their 
messages thanks to the CSUF’s 
Business Inter-Club Council. Andrew 
Cornelius, 20, a civil engineering 
major, had gotten in contact with 
The Buried Life and with the help of 
BICC, brought them here to be a part 
of Business Madness, an event that’s 
held every year.

Uting Hsu, 20, a business 
administration major, was hard at 
work before the show making sure 
that all their effort was worth it, and 
that students got the chance to see 
The Buried Life.

“It was through Andrew. We had 
been in communication for over a 

semester trying to coordinate getting 
them here. What they’re doing is really 
inspirational … We wanted to show 
that business students also want to 
incorporate business professionals, 
but also fun aspects (for Business 
Madness),” said Hsu, who is also vice 
president of programs for BICC.

After the show, fans in attendance 
had the opportunity to pre-order the 
new book from The Buried Life.

The book What Do You Want to 
do Before You Die? will be available 
March 27, but has already been No. 1 
on Amazon and a No. 1 best-seller on 
Barnes and Noble twice.

“When we started The Buried Life, 
we had this feeling like we could do 
anything — anything we set our 
minds to. And so we wanted to make a 
book that would give other people that 
feeling,” Jonnie Penn said.

The time with The Buried Life 
was short, but it was worth it. While 
many left the Titan Student Union 
with the excitement of meeting 
famous people, the guys left hoping 
that their show had students feeling 
hopeful, driven and eager to “do 
epic s***,” as they put it.

“If you’re thinking about what 
you really want to do before you 
die, and doing your best to do those 
things, then that’s all we could ask,” 
Jonnie Penn said.

CSUF and Buried Life
HAILEY MORAN
Daily Titan

The Buried Life’s Dave Lingwood (left) Jonnie Penn (right) spoke to CSUF students in hopes to inspire them to follow their dreams 
and accomplish things on their bucket list.

WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

 CSUF play follows a 
Jewish girl who lived in 
Nazi-occupied Holland

MEC VALLE
Daily Titan

We went to 
the Museum of 

Tolerance and our assistant 
director helped us with the 
traditions, customs and 
prayers.

Evelyn Carol Case
Senior Lecturer of Acting



Battling stormy weather, the 
Cal State Fullerton baseball team 
went 2–1 on its road series against 
Texas A&M over the weekend in 
College Station, Texas.

After suffering a 6-1 loss Friday, 
the Titans were able to rally 
through a rain-delayed game to 
a 6-5 victory in game two of the 
series. 

The Titans then took game 
three, 4-3.

The Titans fell to the Texas 

A&M Aggies during the series 
opener Friday. 

The Aggies managed to score 
four runs off Titan pitcher Dylan 
Floro in the first two innings. 

The game was delayed by an 
hour and six minutes during the 
fourth inning. 

The Titans got their only run 
of the game from Derek Legg off 
a sacrifice fly by Matt Chapman 
after Aggies pitcher Michael 
Wacha hit Legg and walked first 
baseman Carlos Lopez. 

The Aggies answered with two 
more runs in the eighth inning to 
take the win.

Due to inclement weather, game 
two of the series was postponed 
overnight at the top of the 10th 

inning. 
After giving up three runs in the 

second inning, the Titans fought 
back in the fourth to score two 
runs off back to back doubles by 
outfielder Michael Lorenzen and 
Lopez.

The Aggies gained a run in the 
fifth, but the Titans managed to 
take their first lead of the game in 
the sixth after Legg and Lorenzen 
scored two runs with an RBI 
single from third baseman, Richy 
Pedroza who was able to score 
himself after two Aggie errors. 

After the Aggies tied the game 
in the eighth, the game was 
headed for extra innings, but rain 
postponed the conclusion of the 
game.

The game then resumed Sunday 
and the Titans managed to pull off 
a 6-5 win.

The Titans were able to finish 
off the Aggies Sunday afternoon 
after outfielder Austin Kingsolver’s 
single brought home infielder 
Anthony Trajano for the win in 
the 11th inning.

Not dissimilar from the start 
of the game Saturday, the Titans 
found themselves down by three 
in the second inning.

In the top of the fourth, the 
Titans fought to tie the game, 
starting with a run by Derek 
Leggs. 

Matt Chapman hit his first 
home run of the season with 
Lorenzen on base, which tied the 
game at three. 

With the bases loaded at the top 
of the ninth, Anthony Hutting’s 
pinch-hit ground out broke the tie 
and brought home the win for the 
Titans.

The No. 19 Titans (10-5) will 
host Washington State at Goodwin 
Field Tuesday.

Contact  Us at  dtsportsdesk@gmai l .com
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The Long Beach State Invitational Tournament 
shifted from Fullerton to Long Beach and Lakewood 
for Saturday and Sunday’s play with the Cal State 
University Fullerton softball team, splitting games 
against the University of Nevada, Las Vegas Running 
Rebels and Utah State University Aggies.

After victories against Michigan State University 
and Charleston Southern University Friday, CSUF 
lost to the Running Rebels 3-0 Saturday at the 49ers’ 
Softball Complex in Long Beach.

UNLVs was led by sophomore pitcher Amanda 
Oliveto as she held the Titans to one hit and retired 
12 of the final 13 batters she faced in the shutout 
victory. Oliveto struck out four and allowed only 
three base runners on the day.

Titan freshman Desiree Ybarra pitched a complete 
game, but got the loss in the circle in her fourth-
straight start, allowing seven hits and three runs.

Oliveto had a no-hitter running until the sixth 
inning when Titan junior Ashley Carter singled off 
the shortstop’s glove for CSUF’s only hit of the day.

The Running Rebels put up two runs in the second 
inning on four hits and one in the sixth — their 
final run of the game — when sophomore Pauline 
Monreal scored from third base on senior Korin 
Cuico’s sacrifice fly to center field.

On Sunday, the Titans defeated USU 13-4 in five 

innings due to the eight-run mercy rule. Cater led the 
Titans with three hits and three RBIs, while all nine 
starters that came to the plate got at least one hit in 
the game. 

The Titans had 14 hits total on the day.
Titans senior Adri Martinez, junior Tiffany Sheffler 

and redshirt freshman Eliza Crawford had two hits 
apiece in the victory.

Ybarra got the win in the circle in five innings of 
work, striking out four and only walking one USU 
batter.

CSUF’s Crawford drove in the first run of the day 
for the Titans in the top of the first inning when her 
double to left field scored Carter, who had reached 
base earlier on a single. Crawford was 2-3 at the plate 
with two RBIs and two runs scored on the day.

The Aggies would tie the game 1-1 in the bottom 
half of the first on a RBI single off the bat of senior 
Kelley Kaneshiro that scored sophomore Kassandra 
Uchida from third base. 

It would be the closest the Aggies got to the Titans 

for the rest of the game.
The Titans capitalized on USU’s errors and timely 

hitting in the top of the second to take a 3-1 lead. 
Freshman Emily Vizcarra and sophomore Leesa 

Harris each scored a run in the two-run third inning.
CSUF would go on to score five more runs in the 

top half of the third and one in the fourth, only to see 
the Aggies score two in their home half making it 9-3 
after four innings of play.

The Titans would put the game away for good 
in the fifth, scoring four more runs — one on a 
Crawford single and three on a home run off the bat 
of senior Anissa Young to make it 13-3. 

The Aggies scored one run in the bottom of the 
fifth before Ybarra retired freshman Jolene Koons to 
end the game.

The Titans now have a 12-14 overall record.
CSUF will return to play in the Judi Garman 

Classic with a doubleheader against Notre Dame 
University at 4 p.m. and Purdue University at 6 p.m. 
March 14 at Anderson Family Field.   

After coming off a loss to Cal 
State Northridge last week, the 
Cal State Fullerton women’s rugby 
team looked to bounce back 
against the visiting Cal Lutheran 
Kingsmen. 

The Titans more than bounced 
back, coming out with a 
dominating 79-10 victory Sunday.

CSUF seemed to score at will, 
with the Cal Lutheran defense 
offering very little resistance. 

Head Coach Grant Anderson 
was pleased with the way his team 
was able to finish off drives and 
get into the end zone.

“The difference that we had 
today is that we were finishing 
off,” said Anderson. “It’s been a 
sort of down point for us where we 
get down there and we don’t finish 
off and get points. The girls were 
really motivated and pumped up 
today to come away with points. 

That’s a good sign moving forward 
for the rest of the season.”

The Titans got off to a hot start 
early, scoring within the first three 
minutes of the first half. After 
the rolling maul, CSUF moved 
the ball well and got into the end 
zone. 

They converted the kick and 
went up 7-0

The very next possession, CSUF 
came away with more points. 

A long run down the sideline 
got it within a couple of feet of 
scoring. 

After the ensuing rolling maul, 
the Titans made a couple of 
defenders miss and got into the 
end zone once again.

Everything seemed to click for 
the Titans. 

Junior Megan Poosangtonchai 
was happy with the team’s fluidity 
on offense.

“Our offense was a lot better 
this game than it was our last 
game,” said Poosangtonchai. “Our 
passes were a lot cleaner and we 
worked on our rolling maul and 
improved on that.”

The Kingsmen were able to 

score on two of their possessions 
in the first half, but that was it.

 CSUF went into halftime with 
a 38-10 lead.

The second half was defined by 
sheer physicality. 

There was big hit after a big hit 
throughout. 

At one point, a Cal Lutheran 
defender went for a tackle, but fell 
immediately to the ground. 

She was down for a few minutes 
before being helped off the field.

Cal Lutheran never seemed to 
recover after that injury. 

The Titans kept on scoring. 
Senior Amy Strebin feels the 
relationship amongst the backs 
helps them on the field.

“I think with our backs, because 
we’re the ones that score, we have 
this close connection on and off 
the field,” said Strebin. “Once 
we’re on the field, we’re pretty 
much like one person.”

Strebin also gave credit to the 
defense and the tenacity it showed 
all game.

“Our defense, I think, they 
worked the hardest. I couldn’t 
imagine being a forward. They’ve 

definitely been working hard in 
practice and it’s showed out here,” 
she said.

CSUF now has CSUN waiting 

in the wings. Anderson knows this 
is going to be a tough test for his 
team.

“They have a great thing going 

right now. We get another shot at 
them next week here, so it’ll be 
nice to play them on our home 
turf.”

Titans overwhelm Cal 
Lutheran from the start

 No. 19 CSUF wins 
series over No. 5 
Texas A&M Aggies

STEPHEN McGLADE
Daily Titan

Baseball team fights weather, 
wins doubleheader Sunday

 Titans improved their record 
after going 3-1 in the tournament 
tallying 31 total runs scored

GREG WOODSON
Daily Titan

A Cal State Fullerton women’s rugby player holds on to the ball as she breaks through several Cal Lutheran tacklers in the 79-
10 victory. The Titans will next host Cal State Northridge Sunday.

COLIN PENKOFF / Daily Titan

 Women’s rugby team 
puts on offensive clinic 
with 79 points scored

ANGEL MENDOZA
Daily Titan

Softball team splits final two of LBSU Invitational
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Aries (March 21-April 19) Mercury goes retrograde 
today (until April 4) in your sign. Don’t take it person-
ally. This chaotic frequency that’s broadcasting confu-
sion; it’s not about you at all. Stick to your deadlines.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)  Take care of your well-
being with plenty of rest and fluids. Patience pays, 
and slowing the pace forestalls accidents. Watch 
where you’re going. Hidden talents get revealed.

Gemini (May 21-June 21)  The next 24 days of Mercury 
in retrograde throw static into communications, especial-
ly in groups. Say it twice. Put it (and get it) in writing.

Cancer (June 22-July 22)  Today is a 6 -- Your pro-
fessional status could take a tumble. Pick yourself 
up, dust off and get back to the great service you’re 
known for. If there’s a mess, clean it up. It works out.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Focus your atten-
tion on the things that work, the breakthroughs. 
Confusion could arise around education, philoso-
phy or writing. Take it in stride. No need to decide.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You feel balanced and assured, as 
the rest of the story swirls. Even with breakdowns, things get 
worked out. Organize at home for greater power. Take it easy.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Mercury in Aries goes ret-
rograde for you, Libra, in your seventh house of 
partnership. Sync schedules and reconfirm res-
ervations. Have backup communication plans.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) There could be dis-
ruption in service and health today, and over the 
next month. Prepare and back up what you 
can, and go lightly. Loving support is close by.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Beef up commu-
nication and travel infrastructure to avoid break-
down in the fun zone. Artistic expression, romance, 
kids and pets could get a bit hectic. Play it loose.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Mercury affects 
you in your fourth house of home and roots, mud-
dling family communications or adding trav-
el delays. Persistence and humor carry the day.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) For around the next 
month, expect delays and miscommunications, 
in general. For Aquarius, communications are even 
more affected. Double-check important ones.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Go ahead and seek fund-
ing (it may take time for it to come in). Expect 
wacky interruptions, with some energy and chaos 
involved. Back up hard drives. Check tires and fluids.

ACROSS
1 Spiced tea
5 Nerdy guy in

"Meatballs"
9 Center of Florida?

14 Deep-tissue
massage pioneer
Ida

15 Half up front?
16 Big wheel from

Holland?
17 City in 22-Down
18 Coast-to-coast

hwy.
19 Barn nestling
20 Flip
23 Write (down)
24 Camera with

interchangeable
parts

25 "... if not cheaper"
28 Flip
32 Eats more of than

is wise, with "on"
33 Cut the crop
34 Lettre recipient,

perhaps
35 Florida county

renamed to
include its largest
city

38 Travel, in a way
39 Rapper-turned-

actor
40 Egg opening?
41 Zen master's

riddle
43 Tobacco co.

based in
Winston-Salem

45 Flip
50 Chemical relative
51 Pay stub abbr.
52 French article
54 Flip
58 Ltr. accompaniers
60 __ Honor
61 Frost
62 Good thing not to

wear in a
rainstorm

63 "Bingo!"
64 When Valjean is

released from
prison

65 Continue until
66 Hockey Hall of

Famer __
Stewart

67 Flightless bird

DOWN
1 Chesapeake Bay

haul

2 Shop alternative
3 One of the Greek

Furies
4 Conditional words
5 Defense

mechanisms
6 He ruled jointly

with Ivan V for
nearly 14 years

7 "Don't leave
home without it"
co.

8 Sunscreen
element

9 Vacation for the
self-employed?

10 Secretary of state
after Albright

11 Good street for
playing

12 Inspired poetry
13 Body pic
21 Teacher's grad

deg.
22 17-Across's state
26 Roughly
27 Distraught state
29 Duff Beer server
30 Concert venue
31 Not gross
35 Diana's escort __

al-Fayed
36 National rival
37 No longer

together

38 Bind
39 "Mr. Chicago"

journalist
Kupcinet

41 Israeli
parliament

42 Storybook heavy
43 Stock clerk's

charge
44 Dench of "Iris"
46 Leader with a

shoestring
budget?

47 Cold remedy in
LiquiCaps

48 "Mayor"
memoirist

49 Connect
53 Arab League

member
55 "__' Eyes":

Eagles hit
56 Actor Rob
57 Blacken
58 Journal ending
59 Sister or mother
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“people Can 
foresee The 

fuTure only when 
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Their own 
wishes, and The 
mosT grossly 

obvious faCTs Can 
be ignored when 

They are 
unwelCome.”

- george orwell
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The Cal State Fullerton Titans 
track and field team hosted its 
annual Ben Brown Invitational 
track meet with various events 
Friday and Saturday. 

Both men’s and women’s teams 
competed Saturday from 8:30 
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Several schools 
participated in the friendly, 
including Pepperdine, Cal State 
Los Angeles, USC, UC Irvine and 
several junior colleges. There were 
around 1,400 to 1,500 entries in 
the invitational.

According to the CSUF athletes 
and coaching staff, the meet is 
mainly used as a means to gauge 
the work done in preseason and 
help the teams calculate their 
standings among others in their 
division. It’s also a way to evaluate 
the competition before meeting 
them during the season.

Titan track and field assistant 
coach, Evan Young, says that 
“we’re in good shape right now” 
coming out of the preseason. 

Young, who trains the Titans’ 

pole vaulters, also said that despite 
a few injuries, the team seems to 
be coming together well as the 
athletes get into their “competition 
mode.”

Young said there was a team 
goal from the coaching staff and 
athletes to really do something big 
this year with the program.

“We are trying to make that 
statement,” said Young. “We’re 
trying to create a different kind of 
atmosphere than we’ve had in the 
last couple of years.”

Ian Sparks, a javelin thrower, 
hurdler and long jumper, agrees. 
Sparks, 20, a kinesiology major, 
said the team was working hard 
to “make a statement” in the Big 
West. 

He said that while much of the 
team practices separately, they 
are much more cohesive and that 
“there’s a lot more heart in this 
team.”

“We’re a bigger team this year, 
we have a lot of room for potential 
and we’re starting off pretty well,” 
said Sparks.

Ryan Hankes, who runs many of 
the mid-distance races, such as the 
400-meter and 4 by 4 relay, said 
there is some freshmen talent this 
year that will be worth watching. 

While the new blood may be 

promising, Hankes said that many 
of the returners are looking good 
as well. 

Two of those veterans are Javon 
May, a sprinter and hurdler, and 
team captain DeAndrae Woods, 
another sprinter.

“We definitely want to show 
that we can compete with the the 
bigger schools,” said Hankes.

Sparks also mentioned a few 
names on the throwing squad that 
might be making some waves in 
the Big West. 

Danielle Morton, a javelin 
thrower who placed fourth at the 
Big West Challenge last year, is 
already opening up with better 
marks from the previous season. 

Amanda Mercado, a freshman, 
has done well in the women’s 
indoor season and matched the 
freshman marks of former Titan 
thrower Jameena Hunt, who holds 
all the female throwing records at 
CSUF.

Coach Young mentioned a few 
pole vaulters that might shine as 
the season goes on. 

Both Kara Kalmar and Shawn 
McNany have become very 
competitive in pole vaulting, and 
Young hopes that McNany might 
make a run for regionals.

As Sparks said, the team seems 

more cohesive this year. Hankes 
also mentions that the team makes 
an effort to meet outside of their 
study hall time and team meetings 
to maintain a close relationship. 

According to them, as well as 

assistant coach Young, this may 
be a very exciting season with all 
the talent the Titans have on their 
side.

For more information about 
the track and field team, visit 

FullertonTitans.com. 
For information on team 

meetings and tryouts, the coaches’ 
athletic offices can be found in the 
Kinesiology and Health Science 
Building.

Contact  Us at  dtsportsdesk@gmai l .com
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Cliff King from Cal State Fullerton throws the javelin during the 2012 Ben Brown Track & Field Invitational hosted by 
CSUF. The invitational is used to test out the prospects of the upcoming year.

ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan

Track and field hosts Ben Brown invitational
 CSUF uses invitation 

to evaluate own 
players and opponents

JOHN SOLLITTO
Daily Titan

After a missed basket by Wilder and a Flowers turnover, Chin missed 
his layup opportunity to tie the game. 

UCI’s McNealy knocked down the ensuing 3-pointer to give his team 
a 56-51 advantage.

Titan junior guard Kwame Vaughn’s driving layup on the next 
possession cut the score line to 56-53. 

CSUF had opportunities to tie and take the lead after two consecutive 
turnovers and a missed basket by UCI but they couldn’t manage a shot 
to fall. Wilder and Chin traded layups with 46 seconds left, and with 
UCI leading 58-55, CSUF started sending UCI shooters to the foul line. 

McNealy missed a free throw with 34 seconds remaining, giving the 
Titans a chance at 61-57, but Perry Webster stepped out of bounds after 
receiving an outlet pass.

UCI killed the game at the free throw line to see out the upset. The 

Anteaters stymied the Titan guards throughout the contest. The guards 
collectively shot 2-of-17 from behind the arc.

“The problem guarding Fullerton is they are the best 3-point shooting 
(in the conference),” said UCI Coach Russell Turner. “Our team did 
a great job playing zone defense tonight. That’s something we haven’t 
done well in the previous two games.”

CSUF shot 50 percent behind the arc in the last two games. In this 
game, UCI limited CSUF to 25 percent on 3-point attempts.

CSUF junior guard D.J. Seeley scored 27 points in both encounters 
but scored 12 points and went 0-for-4 on 3-point attempts. 

Chin scored a team-high 20 points and Vaughn had 12 points.
A high note for the Titans was when senior forward Omondi Amoke 

set a single game tournament record with 21 rebounds. 
That breaks the previous mark of 18 rebounds set by Andre Patterson 

of New Mexico State vs. Utah St. on March 8, 1984. 
CSUF’s Greg Bunch also had 18 rebounds against Pacific March 6, 

1976.

BASKETBALL: No. 2 Titans eliminated in the first round of the Big West Tournament to No. 7 seed UC Irvine

 ...Continued from page 1

Guard D.J. Seeley looks down in agony after the Titans fell to the Anteaters at the 
Honda Center in the opener of the Big West Conference Tournament.

ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan
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