
“He was always the smallest one on 
the court, but he always had the biggest 
heart,” said Erin Pulley, 25, sister of 
Cal State Fullerton senior kinesiology 
major and former international 
basketball player Lance Convento.

For 26-year-old Convento, 
being the smallest on the court 
meant nothing when it came to 
accomplishing a colossal dream.

“I have wanted to pursue basketball 
ever since I could remember. I was 
probably like a baby when I got a hold 
of my first basketball,” said Convento.

Pulley can recall when she would 
play basketball with her brother when 
they were kids.

“He (Convento) and my other 
brother were the ones that taught me 
how to play; we would be outside in 
the front … I was 5 years old, and he 
was probably 6 or 7, and (he) was the 
one that taught me how to dribble 

(and) shoot,” Pulley said.
Convento became familiar with 

teaching the skill of basketball to others 
at a young age, which played a major 
role in leading him to want to obtain 
a career in the athletic coaching field.

Convento also said that one of his 
motivations for wanting to coach was 
due to the opportunity of watching 
his father coach an Anaheim 
Methodist team, which he played for 
during his earlier years.

“It was always in my heart to want 
to do anything related to basketball; 
I especially knew that I wanted to 
coach after playing on a team that my 
dad coached when I was younger… 
It became one of my dreams then,” 
Convento said.

Another one of Convento’s ultimate 
dreams consisted of him going 
overseas to pursue his goal of playing 
professional basketball.

However, Convento had to learn 
how to crawl before he was able to 
walk out onto the basketball court to 
showcase his skills.

As part of the Extended 
Education program at Cal State 
Fullerton, students of both Hope 
International University and 
CSUF can attend classes at both 
campuses simultaneously.

The partnership between 
CSUF and HIU has existed 
since the 1970s. The give-and-
take arrangement between the 
two campuses started small, with 
a reciprocal library-borrowing 
arrangement.

The agreement also allowed for 
HIU to use some of the CSUF 
athletic facilities and in return 
CSUF athletes were allowed to be 
housed and receive meal plans on 
the HIU campus.

It wasn’t until 1988 that the 
partnership between the private 
and public universities bridged 
class arrangements, allowing 
students to attend classes on both 
campuses through the Contract 
Program. The program allowed 
students of one university to attend 
courses that may only be offered at 
the other.

In the 1990s, the program offered 
joint courses, in which professors 
from both campuses taught the 
same classes together. These joint 
courses were part of an agreement 
with the CSUF Religious Studies 
Department.

Both HIU and the CSUF 
Religious Studies Department 
continue to work together to 
provide suitable resources for 
students, including guest lectures. 
Curtis Holzten, Ph.D., associate 
professor of philosophy and 

theology at HIU, guest lectures at 
the CSUF campus.

Paul Alexander, professor 
of psychology and counseling 
at HIU, said he believes the 
successful 24-year relationship 
between the two campuses stems 
from the willingness of the two 
campuses to work together for the 
benefit of students.

“We believe that this partnership 
is successful because of our desire 
to serve students well, a desire that 
the administration and faculty at 
CSUF also shares for its students,” 
said Alexander, who is also vice 
president of Academic Affairs, via 
email. “Since our curriculum is not 
as broad as (CSUF’s), some of our 
students are able to take coursework 
on a limited basis in disciplines that 
we cannot offer. (CSUF) students 
have lived, worked and studied 
alongside us since we moved here 
in the ‘70s … We are proud of our 
partnership and appreciative to 
the administration at CSUF for all 
they do for students.”

The purpose of the Contract 
Program is to further expand the 
education opportunities of both 
the student bodies of the campuses, 
specifically that of HIU. Because 
HIU is a smaller school, it doesn’t 
have all the available resources of a 
large college institution like CSUF. 
By having a contract with CSUF, 
HIU is giving its students the 
opportunity to use the resources of 
a large, public university.

“The partnership between (HIU) 
and (CSUF) allows qualifying 
HIU students to pursue additional 
educational and career options that 
draw from both institutions,” said 
Natalie Hewitt, associate professor 
of arts and sciences, via email.

President Barack Obama signed 
a bill Feb. 22 that, along with 
extending the payroll tax cut and 
emergency jobless benefits, will 
give the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) the authority 
to auction airwaves to phone 
service providers in order to widen 
broadband data services.

The bipartisan Middle Class 
Tax Relief and Job Creation Act 
of 2012 was approved in Congress 
by both houses, and is intended to 
use the revenues to fill in several 
billion dollars to the country’s 
budget deficit.

“As the demand for mobile 
devices, such as smartphones 
and tablets, increases, so does 
the demand for more wireless 
broadband. The legislation frees 
additional airwaves to fulfill this 
demand, spurs innovation and 
economic investment, and will 
create potentially hundreds of 
thousands of much-needed jobs,” 
said Debbee Keller, press secretary 
for the U.S. House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce.

Popular devices like the iPhone 
and Android have brought in a flood 
of new customers to major service 
providers like Verizon and AT&T, 
increasing broadband traffic and 
causing 3G and 4G networks to lose 
connection speed.

However, it remains to be seen 
whether major bidders will pass on 
costs of obtaining new spectrum for 
their customers.  

“You can bet on that. It seems 
like a no-brainer to me,” said Mona 
Lee, president of Mona Lee and 
Associates, a consulting firm that 
helps businesses with FCC policies.  

With millions of new customers, 
and as people are using GPS-based 
apps and downloading larger 
media files, the communications 
grid has become colluded with too 
many customers using too much 
mobile bandwidth.  

Recently, Internet and data 
connectivity for cellphone customers 
has become slower rather than faster, 
even though prices have gone up.   

Aside from the convenience of 
smooth connectivity for customers, 
Congress hopes to give public safety 
departments a wider spectrum 
for communications in case of a 
widespread emergency.   

Problems arose during major 
events of the past several years 
when communication grids 

froze during disasters such as 
9/11, Hurricane Katrina and the 
tornadoes in the Midwest.

Cellphone towers that were 
either too busy or destroyed made 
it difficult for emergency services 
to communicate with one another. 

Also, many emergency responders 
have experienced blackouts in 
transmissions during these kinds of 
catastrophic events.  

Fullerton Mayor Sharon Quirk-Silva 
announced Thursday she will run for California 
Assembly in District 65.

District 65 covers Fullerton, La Palma, Cypress, 
Stanton and part of Anaheim.

Quirk-Silva will face incumbent Chris Norby 
(R-Fullerton) in the June 5 statewide primary 
election, which precedes the Nov. 6 general 
election.

Quirk-Silva, a Democrat, was elected mayor 
for the 2011-12 term. She previously served as 
mayor from 2007-2008 and mayor pro tem from 
2006-2007. She has served on the Fullerton City 
Council, the city’s five-seat legislative body, since 

2004, according to the council’s website.
“I’m really excited about this. There’s a lot of 

energy. We’ve had just — and I’m not exaggerating 
— we had just many, many people call (and) stop 
by to sign papers far beyond the numbers needed,” 
Silva said, adding that more than 100 people came 
out to sign the candidacy forms in just two days.

Quirk-Silva has been a teacher in the Fullerton 
School District for 24 years. A Fullerton native, 
she graduated from Fullerton Union High 
School and received her teaching credential from 
Cal State Fullerton.

Quirk-Silva said the redistricting factored into 
her decision to run. The newly-configured district 
has an almost-equal number of Democrats and 
Republicans.

Norby, the current assemblyman, said there is 
about a 2 percent Republican lead in the district. 
Norby has held the position since January 2010, 
when he won a special election. He was re-elected 
in the November 2010 general election.

“I take every race seriously, and certainly take 
this race seriously as well, but I think I’m well-
known in the district. I’ve been elected in Fullerton 
I believe about 10 times, including the Board of 
Supervisors, Assembly and Fullerton City Council 
dating back to 1984,” said Norby.

Quirk-Silva said she turned in her candidacy 
papers on the last possible day. She waited so long 
to run for Assembly because she felt she had to 
focus her efforts on helping the city of Fullerton in 
the aftermath of the Kelly Thomas incident.

“I really felt like I didn’t have the time, and it 
wasn’t right to devote some time through the fall 
period when the city was in such need, so I kind 
of put (running for Assembly) on back-burner,” 
she said. 

Quirk-Silva said her main campaign goals will 
focus on education and the economy.
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St. Patty’s Day 
Hot Spots

St. Patrick’s Day is almost here and 
it’s greener than ever!  Check out 
the local pubs that will be offering 
green deals, Irish meals and riveting 
entertainment.

Get up-
to-date 
coverage on 
top campus 
news stories.
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Watch the Daily Titan News in 3 

dailytitan.
com/?p=52598

CSUF ALUMNA CHALLENGES INCUMBENT

Mayor vying for state Assembly seat
Sharon Quirk-Silva will focus on addressing education and the economy in her campaign for the state Assembly seat. She has been a longtime contributor to the development of Fullerton. 
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 After weathering the Kelly 
Thomas storm, city leader sets 
her sights on higher office
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 Congress passes a 
bill that will set aside 
airwaves for customers
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 See MAYOR, page 2

CAMPUS | Dual partnership

NATIONAL | Smartphones SPORTS | Profile

Campus partnership 
continues to succeed

 HIU and CSUF work 
together to offer     
more opportunities

MICHAEL MUNOZ
Daily Titan

 Lance Convento 
played professionally 
in the Philippines
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Daily Titan

Due to the increase in the popularity of smartphones the quality of the connectivity 
for customers in companies like Verizon and AT&T have become slower. 

ANIBAL ORTIZ / Daily Titan

 See HOPE, page 3

 See CONVENTO, page 8 See PHONES, page 2

Airwaves to be auctioned 
off to phone companies  CSUF student 

followed dream 
to play in pros
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Not quite holding the muster 
of last week’s Super Tuesday, GOP 
primaries continued Tuesday in 
three states: Alabama, Mississippi 
and Hawaii, according to CNN.

The election ended in a tight 
battle for the two southern states, 
with Rick Santorum edging out 
the other candidates. Santorum 
continued to ride a wave of 
momentum from his surprise win 
in Kansas March 10.   

Santorum won Alabama and 
Mississippi with a majority vote 
of 35 percent and 33 percent, 
respectively. 

The surprise of the race was 
Newt Gingrich, who came off 
his one-state victory on Super 
Tuesday and saw his delegate 
count increase with second place 
finishes in both states.  

Mitt Romney, who is leading 
the delegate race, is still looking to 
win his first deep-south state; he 
finished third in both races. 

Romney was projected to 
win both southern states by 
Republican strategists. The fact 
that he came in third really shook 
up the GOP race and further 
illustrates the divide within the 
party, analysts said.

Ron Paul remains far behind 
the pack. 

Alabama and Mississippi both 
held open primaries, which means 
that Republicans, Democrats and 
independent voters were allowed 
to participate.

Santorum Wins 
Two States

Brief by  Michael Munoz

Debris from the earthquake 
that devastated Japan last year is 
supposed to land on California 
shores sometime within the next 
couple years, reported Fox News. 
The debris is what the tsunamis 
swept away in the aftermath of 
the major earthquake last year.

The debris is supposed to 
include cars, boats, parts of 
houses, even possibly human 
remains. Anything that can float 
could land on West Coast shores.

High resolution cameras 
would be able to pick up scattered 
debris if they were set to scan the 
Pacific Ocean in detail.

There could be some fishing 
vessels reaching the coast by 
April and the main mass could 
reach California by next March.

The debris is not expected to 
be radioactive because most of 
it was washed away before the 
failure of the Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear reactor in Japan.

Right now the debris is 
clumped together, but by the 
time it actually reaches California 
it could be broken up.

Tsunami Debris to 
Wash Up on Coast

Brief by  Richard Anderson

A recently released study 
has found that eating red meat 
drastically cuts the average person’s 
life short, according to the Los 
Angeles Times.

The study tested more than 
110,000 adults over a time span 
of 20 years and concluded that the 
daily consumption of unprocessed 
red meat was associated with a 13 
percent chance of death during the 
years the study was conducted. 

The study also found that the 
daily consumption of processed 
meat (hot dogs, bacon) was related 
to a 20 percent increase in mortality 
over the 20-year span. 

Carol Koprowski, a professor 
of preventative medicine at USC’s 
Keck School of Medicine, was not 
a part of the study, but warned 
that the conclusions derived from 
the study may not be completely 
accurate. However, she did mention 
that it doesn’t mean red meat is 
good for you. 

Experts say that unprocessed red 
meat in moderation should be fine 
(two-three servings a week), but the 
less you eat, the better.

Red Meat a 
Health Risk

Brief by Sepideh Nia
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“The dream to go to college has more and more 
been shoved off and pushed off because of the 
financing and for many, many students, tuition 
has continued to increase,” Quirk-Silva said.

She also discussed how education and the 
economy are interrelated topics.

“The way that relates to jobs is obvious: If 
we don’t have the workforce out there — the 
educated workforce — that’s educated, and 
the best technology and the most up-to-date 
methods, that’s going to affect our economy,” 
Quirk-Silva said.

During his time as assemblyman, Norby has 
led the fight against the state’s redevelopment 
agencies.

“I’ve been a long-standing advocate for 
curtailing the abuse of these agencies … They 
consume currently, as of last year, 12 percent of 
all revenue state-wide,” Norby said.

Norby said he thinks the money spent on the 
agencies should not go to public services, but 
should support public education.

“I’m perfectly happy and willing to work 
with members of any party for equity and 
stability and the excesses in state government, 
especially when it comes to using public money 
to subsidize private economic activity,” Norby 
said.

Quirk-Silva said that while Norby has more 
campaign funds, she is a hard worker.

“One thing that I think that people who’ve 
seen what I’ve done in the last eight years is this 
will not be new for me … I’ve been working in 
the community day in and day out since I’ve 

been elected,” she said.
Along with meet-and-greet programs, she 

hosts a Walk and Talk program, where one 
Saturday a month she meets with community 
members in different areas of Fullerton to let 
them ask about the city, said Pam Keller, former 
mayor pro tem and council member.

“She’s a very hard worker and she understands 
our community well … and when she doesn’t 
understand she’ll go out and learn about (it) 
— you know — talk to people and find out 
opinions and makes sure she understands the 
issues,” said Keller, who worked with Quirk-
Silva on a variety of civic center projects.

Norby said his 18 years with the Fullerton 
City Council and seven years with the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors experience 
provides a big-picture perspective on how to 
serve the district.

“We did not increase taxes, and the budget 
now is closer to being balanced than it was 
before I got here,” Norby said.

Norby said he supports the medical 
decriminalization of marijuana and has pushed 
for accountability in the education system and 
ending categorical grants.

Quirk-Silva teaches at a Fullerton elementary 
school that has 95 percent Latino students, 
many of whom speak English as a second 
language. She said she will focus on helping 
Latino students.

“What we need to do, not only as educators, 
but as community members, is to do the best 
job we can to educate those people living in 
our community, and the more we invest in 
education, the more productive our workforce 
is going to be,” she said.

In the sector she represents, Lee said 
a case must be made for public safety 
to preserve some spectrum for some of 
the crucial areas of infrastructure that 
could be compromised in case of an 
emergency.  

“They’re constantly working on 
making the spectrum more efficient. 
My clients are generally critical 
infrastructure clients — oil and gas, 
utilities, pipelines that are critical 
infrastructure. And at times we worry 
that the demand for more frequency 
for cellphones is going to damage 
the communications that critical 
infrastructure depends on to make 
business work,” Lee said.

Richard Mendez, 23, a Verizon 
customer, said consumers don’t need 
to subscribe to 4G services because 
Internet connections are now very 
abundant.

“Everyone that has one of these 
supposed smartphones are offended by 
this nonsense, including me, because I 
have one,” said Mendez. “This is B.S. 
Smartphones are supposed to be fast, 
according to their commercials.”

Lee said in the past, when companies 
decided that they didn’t need certain 
megahertz of airwaves on the radio 
spectrum, they would agree to turn 
over access to the airwaves. Today, the 
FCC is looking at ways to monetize 

this old practice.
“Congress saw this as an opportunity 

to generate money,” Lee said.  
Members from both the House 

and Senate agreed late February 
that broadband airwaves should be 
auctioned off to cover federal benefits.  

Many new auctions regarding these 
airwaves have yet to take place. How 
much these companies are willing to 
spend is still a matter of speculation, 
but the subsequent billing methods of 
these cellphone companies are expected 
to keep fluctuating.

“Yes, the incentive auctions are new,” 
said Keller. “We do not have a detailed 
breakdown, but CBO (Congressional 
Budget Office) estimates the auction 
will generate approximately $26 
billion.

After providing funds for public 
safety and a few other expenses, 
approximately $16 billion will be 
available to pay for the other provisions 
in HR 3630.”

Brandon Rich, 27, an AT&T 
customer, said he expects his data to 
continue to slow down until AT&T 
raises its prices. 

“I’m pretty sure they’re going to 
come out with something … They’re 
going to come out with a new data 
plan that they’re going to ask you to 
pay more for it,” said Rich. “I’ve had 
AT&T for a while, and I’ve noticed 
when you’re using the Internet on the 
phone, it’s getting more laggy.”

MAYOR: Quirk-Silva will focus on education PHONES: Demand high for airwaves
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For many years, partnerships 
with nearby colleges have provided 
assorted amenities to Cal State 
Fullerton students within walking 
distance of campus.

For more than 15 years, the 
Student Health and Counseling 
Center has collaborated with 
the Southern California College 
of Optometry (SCCO), located 
on Yorba Linda Boulevard and 
Associated Road.    

SCCO offers CSUF students 
discounted eye exams for disease 
and vision correction. 

“The CSUF students receive 
on-site, convenient, affordable 
optometry services, and SCCO 

receives valuable training for 
their optometry interns,” said 
Kathy Spofford, Student Health 
and Counseling Center associate 
director. “Optometry treatment 
is also available at SCCO at the 
same discounted rate as they would 
receive at the Student Health and 
Counseling Center.” 

There has been a good 
participation response from CSUF 
students using SCCO services. 

“The services provided at the 
CSUF Health Center include yearly 
eye exams for glasses, red eye and 
minor eye health examinations, and 
spectacle prescriptions,” said Debra 
J. Marks, M.A., SCCO director of 
communications. “SCCO Assistant 
Professor John Lee, O.D., and 
SCCO optometric interns are 
currently on campus Tuesdays 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. In addition 
to Tuesday appointments on the 
CSUF campus, SCCO extends the 
50 percent discount on services and 
20 percent discount on materials at 
its Eye Care Center.” 

Similarly to SCCO, Hope 
International University (HIU) 
on Nutwood Avenue has been in 
collaboration with CSUF for a 
long time. 

HIU is a private, Christian 
institution whose mission is 
to empower students through 
Christian higher education to 
serve the church and impact the 
world of Christ, according to the 
university website. 

“The partnership between HIU 
and CSUF allows for the students at 
both institutions to interact, discuss 
and learn together,” said Natalie 
Hewitt, HIU College of Arts and 
Sciences assistant professor. “The 
close proximity of the two schools 
allows for a diverse educational 
experience and the relationship 
between both universities plays 

a role in Fullerton’s success as a 
living, learning community.” 

Right across State College 
Boulevard is the American Bar 
Association accredited school, 
Western State College of Law 
(WSU). It is a specialized institution 
that emphasizes in preparing pre-
law students as candidates for law 
practice.

The Reciprocal Borrowing 
Agreement is an agreement 
between CSUF and WSU that 
allows CSUF students who are 
engaged in legal research to borrow 
materials from its library if they 
have received a written letter from 
a librarian at the CSUF library, said 
James Krusling, WSU Law Library 
associate director. When the letter 
is presented to the WSU librarian, 
the CSUF student is provided 
assistance.

“While our partnership with 
CSUF is very limited due to 
our core obligation to the Juris 
Doctor candidates on our campus, 
it still benefits both schools by 
demonstrating that institutions of 
higher learning can creatively work 
together to foster scholarship to the 
wider community, even when core 
missions differ,” said Krusling.   

Since WSU is a law school, the 
emphasis on the study of law is 
the only special difference between 
CSUF and WSU. WSU does not 
provide undergraduate education 
like CSUF. 

“CSUF will always be a suitable 
partner … Our hope is that many 
students who interact with our 
institution, or simply realize that 
we exist nearby, will be encouraged 
to think of law as a career and will 
eventually study at our school,” 
Krusling said. “I am not sure of 
the number of CSUF students that 
have studied at WSU over the years, 
but there have surely been many.”

The Southern California College of Optometry, which is located just north of Cal State Fullerton on Yorba Linda Boulevard, 
offers CSUF students eye care at discounted rates on site and at the Student Health and Counseling Center.

Courtesy of Southern California College of Optometry

Opportunities nearby
 CSUF students can 

reap the benefits of 
cooperating colleges

SHEILA DEL CID
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“In keeping with HIU’s stated 
mission of ‘empowering students 
through higher education to serve 
the church and impact the world 
for Christ,’ degrees offered at HIU 

give students a selective range of 
choices … Additional selective 
programs of study may be pursued 
through Contract Programs, each 
combining substantial coursework 
from HIU with specialized 
coursework at CSUF.”

For HIU students to qualify for 

the Contract Program with CSUF, 
they must have completed 60 units 
toward their degree at Hope. The 
only classes they can take are 300 
and 400-level courses.

CSUF students are not likely to 
lose a spot in a class to a HIU student.

Steven Edgington, dean of 

the College of Arts and Sciences 
at HIU, said by email that the 
number of students from HIU is 
not very large.

“The number of HIU students 
enrolled in courses at CSUF in any 
one semester is between 20 and 
30,” he said.

Transgender issues and lifestyle 
were the main topics at a lecture 
hosted by Alpha Kappa Delta 
International Sociology Honor 
Society Tuesday morning, as a part 
Sociology Week.

“Transgender Issues in Society” 
was given by Colle Carpenter, 
29, who is a female-to-male 
transgender, though he said he 
hates the term. 

“‘Trans’ is always a safe bet,” said 
Carpenter. “I tend to use politically 
(incorrect) labels on purpose, but 
you probably shouldn’t use those to 
people you don’t know. I identify as 
a ‘trannie;’ I don’t mind the term, 
but a lot of trans people do.” 

Carpenter was born in Southern 
California and grew up in Idaho. 
He moved back to Orange County 
just before high school with his 
dad and stepmom. 

In his sophomore year he started 
coming out to his friends as a lesbian, 
but was worried about his family’s 
reaction, so he did not tell them. He 
said his dad was his main concern. 

After facing problems at school, 
Carpenter eventually dropped out. 

“When I was in school there was 
no Gay/Straight Alliance, there 
were no support groups for that 
environment,” Carpenter said. 

Carpenter eventually moved out, 
and within four days came out to 
his entire family.  

“My family was really 
supportive,” said Carpenter, “My 
dad was great. He really wanted to 
be supportive of me. I don’t think 
he got it. I don’t think he gets it 
now, but he knew I was happy, and 
that’s what he wanted.” 

Carpenter continued to identify 
as a lesbian for a while, but slowly 
realized that wasn’t quite right, 
coming to the conclusion that he 
was male in a female body. 

“I spent the next year trying 
not to be trans, hoping it would 
go away,” Carpenter said. “Over 
that year I became gradually more 
self-destructive. When you literally 
hate yourself it’s hard to care about 
anyone else.” 

Since deciding to make the 
change, undergoing breast 
reduction surgery and hormone 
procedures, Carpenter said his 
outlook improved and he accepted 
who he was. It took a while for 
him to look in the mirror and see 
someone he thought was himself, 
but now he said he does. 

Andi Aguilar, 23, Alpha Kappa 
Delta president, said getting in 
contact with Carpenter came through 
one of the Women and Gender 
Studies professors on campus. 

“One of our club members was 

in her (the professor’s) class, and she 
would constantly talk about Colle,” 
said Aguilar. “(He) was a speaker 
at last year’s Sociology Week, so we 
thought (Carpenter) would be a 
great fit as a speaker this year.” 

Carpenter currently lives with 
his wife Kelly, who identifies as a 
lesbian, and their 9-year-old son, 
Dom. 

Carpenter said his family is one 
of the primary motivators in his 
life, and that joining Kelly and 
Dom, who was 5 years old when 
Colle entered the picture, is one 
of the best things that has ever 
happened to him. 

Carpenter said Dom doesn’t 
have any issues with his parents’ 
lifestyle or past. 

“Kids don’t care,” Carpenter 
said, “On the day I sat down and 
talked with him about it, he just 
said, ‘Alright. Can we play with 
Legos now?’” 

Carpenter does not give out 
his current teaching location 
or residence since he was once 
assaulted on a CSU campus. 
Someone attacked him and carved 
the word “It” into his chest. The 
attacker was never caught. 

That event was the one that 
scarred Dom the most, as well as 
Carpenter, and it took over a year 
to fully get over the post-traumatic 
stress. Now he has a tattoo where 
the scar used to be, covering the 
reminder of the experience. 

Carpenter tours the country 
giving similar lectures at other 
universities — a view into the 
life of a transgender. He said that 
the common stereotype of people 
who are transgender, that they’re 
sex workers or drug addicts, is 
something he wants to fight. 

“I’m the president of (the) PTA 
at Dom’s school,” Carpenter said. 
“It doesn’t get much more boring 
than that.” 

Edward Calderon, 22, a graduate 
student, came to the event to 
expand his horizons. 

“I wanted to hear first hand 
from an individual who lives (as a 
transgender) on a daily basis and 
provides some more information,” 
said Calderon. 

In the end, Carpenter said he 
believes this many-layered topic 
boils down to a central issue. 

“We could spend the next week 
… 10 hours a day and barely even 
scratch the surface. In the end, 
we just need to treat people like 
people,” Carpenter said.

Sociology Week 2012, presented by the Alpha 
Kappa Delta International Sociology Honor 
Society, began Monday morning with a lecture 
by two women, Maria Suarez and Tobi Aclaro, 
who both spoke about human trafficking at the 
Titan Student Union Pavilion.

The Orange County Human Trafficking Task 
Force refers to human trafficking as “modern 
day slavery” and recognizes it as a worldwide 
problem. The United Nations refers to it as a 
“crime against humanity.” 

Human trafficking is defined by the U.N. as 
obtaining or maintaining the labor or services of 
another person through the use of force, fraud, 
coercion, recruitment, transportation, transfer, 
harboring, or receipt of persons by means of the 
threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, 
abduction, fraud, or deception.

Andi Aguilar, a second-year graduate student in 
sociology and the spokesperson for the program 
Monday, said they chose human trafficking as 
the subject because it is an important social issue 
that is prevalent in today’s society, and not many 
people are aware of the problem.

“A lot of people think slavery doesn’t exist, 
but it certainly does in the form of human 
trafficking,” said Aguilar.

Although difficult to assess, the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime reports a 
conservative estimate of the number of victims 
— at any one time — to be 2.5 million. It also 
notes that human trafficking exists in every 
country of the world and creates tens of billions 
of dollars in profits for criminals each year.

There are two forms of human trafficking: 
sexual exploitation, which accounts for almost 
79 percent of the crime, and forced labor, 
which accounts for about 18 percent, according 
to the U.N.   

The victims of this crime can be male or 
female, but more women are involved as both 
victims and perpetrators. Because women are 
trafficked for sex, they can go from victim to 
criminal as they try to escape their victimization.     

The first speaker of the morning was human-
trafficking victim Maria Suarez, who gave 
an account of her time spent locked up in a 
residential house after looking for a job in Los 
Angeles and running into the wrong people. 

She was kidnapped and moved to Azuza, 
where a man told her he had paid $200 for her, 
and she was to be his slave.

“Actually I was a very young, naive and I was 
up for a job, and I believed in my trafficker that 
he was going to get a job I wanted, when actually 
they brought me and they … in others words 
kidnapped me and kept me there for five years,” 
said Suarez.

During her incarceration she was abused 
mentally, spiritually and physically. She was 
raped repeatedly by her captor, who prostituted 
her to other men as well.

Suarez told the audience she would spend the 

rest of her life bringing awareness to the horrible 
problem of human trafficking and slavery.

The program’s second speaker was Tobi Aclaro, 
who is the program director for Grandma’s 
House of Hope, which helps victims of human 
trafficking. 

“It (GHH) is a nonprofit with its advent 
office in Santa Ana, and its mission is to provide 
compassionate and uplifting care to women 
and children in crises in Orange County,” said 
Aclaro.

According to its website, the GHH 
Transitional Housing Program specializes in 
serving particularly challenged women who may 
have a hard time finding other programs. These 
“unseen individuals” include human trafficking 
casualties.

“GHH is involved in human trafficking. In a 
sense, they provide shelter and case management 
for women survivors who are 18 (years) and 
older,” Aclaro said.

The solutions to the problem of trafficking are 
there, but they are difficult to implement. Aclaro 
said the best answer is to reduce demand.

“To me, the biggest solution to addressing 
the trafficking is to end the demand … because 
the idea of human trafficking and modern day 
slavery is the ‘sexploitation’ of other people for 
the commercial gain of others,” Aclaro said. 

Aclaro further explained other possible 
solutions.

“Other solutions could include increased 
prosecution of those who deal in human 
trafficking … It can also mean putting in good 
infrastructure where people aren’t left vulnerable 
in making poor or risky decisions,” added Aclaro.

To qualify for the Contract Program at CSUF, Hope International University students must have completed at least 60 units at Hope. Only 300 and 400-level classes are offered.
WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

HOPE: Only 20 to 30 students per semester participate in the program
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Sociology Week 
guest talks about 
transgender life

 Female-to-male 
speaker discusses 
how his outlook on 
life has changed

MATT ATKINSON
Daily Titan

I spent the next 
year trying not to 

be trans, hoping it would 
go away ... Over that year 
I became gradually more 
self-destructive.

Colle Carpenter
Speaker

Human trafficking: A global issue
 Victims of the crime, which 

affects an estimated 2.5 million 
people, spoke about their 
experiences at Sociology Week 

MARK PAYNE
Daily Titan
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The devastating physical effects 
that prolonged smoking can have 
on people is common knowledge 
at this point. From lung disease 
to heart disease, cigarettes do 
a number on the major organ 
systems of the human body, to say 
the least. 

But there is one organ, one that 
is arguably much more important, 
that smoking affects both 
immediately and in the long term. 
That organ, of course, is the brain.

This is because nicotine, the 
natural product of tobacco, causes 
several chemical changes within 
the neural synapses of a smoker’s 
mind. According to HowItWorks.
com, nicotine stimulates the 
release of acetycholine, dopamine 
and glutamate into the “reward” 
pathways of the brain. In simplest 
terms, this means that when 
smoking, you feel energized, 
happy and — most dangerously 
— inclined to smoke another.

Nicotine is addicting. It is a 
drug. While these effects have a 
physical root and explanation, 
one has to recall what part of the 
physical body it affects.

The brain is the central hub 
of cognition, recollection and 
processing. Heck, it is arguably 
the source of one’s humanity and 

personality. The fact is, nicotine 
severely and adversely affects the 
way one thinks through basic 
chemistry. 

Someone smokes? They feel better. 
They stop? They want to smoke 

again so they can feel better once more. 
More than this, the physical act 

of smoking can become part of a 
behavioral chain that can be very 
difficult to break.

Anyone who has had a close 
relationship with an individual 
who smokes regularly has 
witnessed this firsthand: the 
constant need to excuse oneself 
for a smoke, the desire to smoke 
overriding anything else in the 
moment. One cannot look at 
this and assume that it is purely 
a physical reaction to stimuli. 
The person has been affected on a 
much deeper level.

Addiction itself is as psychological 
a disorder as it is physical; the two 
work in symbiosis.

But the effects of smoking 
on the mind go beyond all these 
immediate results. Addiction is a 
terrible anchor, but if that hurdle 
is surmounted, smoking still has 
prolonged effects on the brain that 
subsist.

A Feb. 6 article by Eryn Brown 
on LATimes.com states that 
middle-aged men who are smokers 
experience a more rapid mental 
decline than peers who were not 
smokers. This comes as a result of 
a study conducted by University 
College London, where 5,099 
men (and 2,137 women) had their 

smoking history compared against 
their cognitive function over a 
period of 25 years.

The results revealed that men 
specifically suffered mental 
decline markedly faster than 
nonsmokers. Smoking has always 
been considered a risk factor for 
the development of dementia in 
elderly, but the study has revealed 
that it could lead to troubles far 
earlier in a person’s life.

It is a troubling thought, then, 
that smoking motivates a specific 
type of thinking while also eroding 
a person’s ability to think at all.

Of course early prevention 
is essential to countering such 
effects. The study also found that 
individuals who had quit smoking 
at least 10 years prior to final 
testing were said to show far fewer 
signs of a mental decline.

I do not mean to be a doomsayer. 
I do not suggest that nicotine 
overrides human self-control and 
preservation. 

Indeed, people should at least 
be aware of what they are doing 
to themselves. The human mind 
and mental behavior — its inner-
workings driven by motivations 
and desires — is a powerful thing 
that can overcome great damage 
and adversity.

But it is irresponsible to think 
the brain can be altered on such a 
fundamental plane and not affect 
mental function at all. The genesis 
of it all may very well be that 
initial drag that affects the brain 
at a chemical level.

No words could express how elated advocates of 
same-sex marriage across the United States were to hear 
the opinion of 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals Judge 
Stephen R. Reinhardt Feb. 7.

Some raced to the streets to celebrate, while 
thousands of young people turned to the social 
networking sites of their choice to post their support 
and opposition of the decision.

“Proposition 8 serves no purpose, and has no effect, 
other than to lessen the status and human dignity 
of gays and lesbians in California, and to officially 
reclassify their relationships and families as inferior to 
those of opposite-sex couples,” wrote Reinhardt.

Although these words may be important symbolically 
and historically, advocates of gay marriage should wait 
to proclaim that step two of three is fulfilled in a march 
to the Supreme Court to officially legalize same-sex 
marriage.

First, the decision was narrow in scope, and the 
Supreme Court may very well not grant certiorari to 
hear the Proposition 8 case.

Second, the Ninth Circuit decision utilized the lowest 
level of review in cases concerning discrimination, 
where a state must only provide a “rational reason” to 
enact a law.

Additionally, the Ninth Circuit is the most 
overturned appeals court in the United States, and 
with a large body of litigation concerning same-sex 
marriage, it may be a better idea for advocates of same-
sex marriage to look elsewhere for a potential winning 
case.

The Ninth Circuit clearly stated within its decision 
that it was narrow in scope, which is usually not what 
the Supreme Court is looking for when granting 
certiorari.

The Ninth Circuit wrote, “We need not and do not 
answer the broader question in this case … This unique 
and strictly limited effect of Proposition 8 allows us to 
address the amendment’s constitutionality on narrow 
grounds.”

That sounds like a code word for, “Hey everybody, 
although you may all think this is ‘the big case’ that is 
going all the way up to the Feds, it isn’t; we are hedging 
our bets and hoping that another, more broad case, 
comes along soon.”

It would appear as though many Americans may have 

jumped the gun in believing that this ruling changed 
the tide of legal precedence and public opinion.

Under the 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
there are generally three main levels of review used 
when a court looks at whether the government can 
treat different classes of people differently.

The highest level of review is “strict scrutiny,” which 
is enacted when a fundamental constitutional right 
is infringed or when the government discriminates 
against a “suspect classification.” Generally, in the 
past this applies to discrimination based on racial 
discrimination or upon the basis of national origin.

If the petitioner’s counsel could have successfully 
made the case that homosexuals have felt a long and 
storied history of discrimination, that would have been 
a game-changer.

There is also “intermediate scrutiny,” which requires 
the state to have a substantially related interest when 
enacting a law.

This medium level of review would have given the 
plaintiffs a lot more teeth in their legal arguments.

However, the Proposition 8 case passed through 
both the district and appeals courts by using the lowest 
level of review: rational basis. This review requires the 
state only to present a rational basis for the law; not 
necessarily a good or widely popular reason, just one 
that is deemed sufficiently rational.

Yes, maybe this case was able to make it through the 
U.S. District Court in San Francisco and a court of 
appeals that is referred to by many legal minds as the 
“nutty ninth.”

Maybe in their minds there was no “rational reason” 
the state put forth.

But that does not necessarily translate into the 
same decision by the Supreme Court that has four 
clear conservative justices, and one moderate Justice 
Anthony Kennedy, who has before described the Ninth 
Circuit as too large and unwieldy.

Perry v. Brown, and previously Perry v. Schwarzenegger, 
are most certainly important cases to follow for 
advocates of same-sex and traditional marriage alike.

But is this “the” case that will change marriage in the 
United States of America forever?

No. Probably not.

 Smoking’s mental 
damages are as bad 
as the physical ones

RICARDO GONZALEZ
Daily Titan

Ninth says ‘no on H8,’ 
but you still must wait

 Legality of same-sex marriage 
has a long way to go before we 
see it everywhere in the US

LANCE MORGAN
Daily Titan

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Rush Limbaugh — his name 
alone serves as a warning to 
listeners and readers. 

Rush has been a radical 
conservative spewing toxic waste 
for decades. 

What is confusing is that 
Rush had never caused such a 
stir. His most recent behavior 
does not come as a surprise and 
does not warrant the reaction it 
has caused.

If you really want to make 
a statement about Rush’s 
inflammatory remarks, stop 
listening and reacting to them. 

He has been a successful 
broadcaster and has been 
successful at fanning the flames 
of all political debates for over 
20 years. Making a statement is 
what he does best.  

I’m shocked at the reactions 
to his latest scandal. 

Where were these reactions 
when he was racially profiling 
Muslims and attacking Islam in 

retaliation to the building of the 
Islamic Center Mosque near the 
9/11 site? 

If, as Harrity claims, radio 
talk show hosts have been 
severely punished for past racial 
slurs, Rush should have been 
“punished” long ago. Rush 
calling Georgetown Law student 
Sandra Fluke a slut isn’t the 
story that should be making 
headlines.

Rush Limbaugh, Don Imus 
and the Sandra Fluke trial are all 
distractions. 

Rush calling a woman a slut is 
so offensive — I’m so offended! 

Women should be more 
offended that their peers 
surrounding them use the term 
“slut” so freely. Women should 
be more concerned that Rush 
makes more news than the 
Russian protests and the Syrian 
unrest.

There are real questions that 
need answering. 

Is it really reasonable for the 
government health insurance to 
supply both Viagra and birth 
control? Do Americans want the 
government to take on that role? 
What other responsibilities and 
freedoms will the government 
take along with such decisions? 
Is the U.S. going in the right 
direction? Why is our culture 
sex-obsessed? Do we need to 
question our media? 

We need to focus on the 
bigger picture.   

Of course Rush Limbaugh 
called a woman a slut; he is an 
idiot! Can we move on already?

Re: Say ‘sorry’ only if you really mean 
it, Mr. Rush…

Katrina Van Dyke

Psychology Major

The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters must include the sender’s first and 
last name. Students must include their majors and other writers must include their affiliation 
to the university, if applicable. Letters must refer to an article published within the last week. 
Once a letter is submitted it becomes property of the Daily Titan. Publication of letters is based 
on the validity of content and may be edited for length, grammar and spelling. Letters may be 
sent to dteditorinchief@gmail.com.

Fun fact: According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, tobacco use causes more than 5 million deaths per year 
worldwide, and it is estimated that in less than 20 years, tobacco use will cause more than 8 million deaths annually worldwide.

ANIBAL ORTIZ / Daily Titan

Fighting a mental disease

It would appear as though many 
Americans may have jumped the 

gun in believing that this ruling changed 
the tide of legal precedence and public 
opinion.
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What better way to get into the 
St. Patrick’s Day spirit than spending 
a Saturday afternoon enjoying green 
beer, green mint ice cream and green 
lemonade at the sixth annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Festival.

The festival will take place March 17 
at the Orange County Market Place in 
Costa Mesa from 10 a.m to 3:30 p.m. 
The event will feature entertainment, 
world-class Irish dancers, an electric 
Celtic cellist and much more. General 
admission is $2, and children 12 years 
and under are free.

The day will kick off with 30-45 
minute Irish dance performances 
by the Claddagh School of Irish 
Dancing from Lake Forest at 10 
a.m. At noon, the Aniar Academy 
of Irish Dance from Laguna Niguel 
will perform, and the Butler-
Fearon O’Connor School of Irish 
Dance (BFOC) from Mission Viejo 
will take the stage after. Nearly 

100 dancers will be performing 
throughout the day.

Kate O’Connor, owner and 
instructor of BFOC Irish Dance, 
said the crowd always has high 
energy at the festival.

“Butler Fearon O’Connor has 
performed at this event for the past 
few years,” said O’Connor. “We 
enjoy performing at this show and 
many others where we can share 
our love of Irish dance, as well as 
sharing some of the Irish culture 
to the community. This year, being 
on St. Patrick’s Day we expect to 
have a very energetic crowd and 
performance. We showcase our 
newest dancers at a beginner level 
up to our seasoned championship 
dancers who have won many titles 
over the years.”

Jill Lloyd, who handles the media 
relations for the Market Place, said 
the overall purpose of the event is to 
bring together the community.

“It’s a celebration of a festive 
cultural tradition in a family-friendly 
atmosphere,” said Lloyd. “Many St. 
Patrick’s Day Festivals are tied in to 
pub crawls or bar festivities, which is 
part of the tradition, but we want to 

create an environment for all ages to 
enjoy a bit of the Irish culture.”

Food trucks like Spudrunners, 
Barcelona OntheGo, Bratz Berlin 
and Bacon Mania will add special 
items to their usual menus that 
will tie into the St. Patrick’s 
Day theme. Irish magic and 
comedy with Abbit the Average 
Leprechaun will also take place, 
along with a giant leprechaun on 
stilts walking around and free face 
painting that will be offered from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., making the 
event suitable for all ages. 

Laguna Beach resident Glareh 
Zanganeh has attended the event 
for the past two years and is looking 
forward to what this year has to offer.

“It has become sort of a tradition 
for me to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
at the Orange County Fairgrounds,” 
said Zanganeh. “There’s so much 
going on throughout the day, so 
it’s fun to go out, get a green beer 
and have a good time. Last year, 
the dance troupes were really fun to 
watch, so I’m glad they’ll be there 
again this year.”

Additional information may be 
obtained by visiting OCMarketPlace.

This year’s St. Patrick’s Day is on 
a Saturday, and pubs across Orange 
County are going to be celebrating 
all day. With many different 
celebrations going on, it can be 
difficult to find the places that are 
really worth attending. To help 
your St. Patrick’s Day be as epic as 
it should be, here is a rundown of 
some of the coolest pubs in Orange 
County:

Branagan’s Irish Pub

Located in the heart of downtown 
Fullerton, Branagan’s has become a 
part of many people’s nights out, 
but on St. Patrick’s Day this pub 
is a can’t-miss spot. Branagan’s will 
be getting things started early, with 
doors opening at 6 a.m. (yes, that’s 
a.m.) 

“We will be serving up green 
pancakes and eggs for breakfast, and 
we will have bagpipers all day,” said 
Branagan’s waitress Dena Smith. 

The St. Patty’s celebration can 
start early with their food and 
wide selection of beers and mixed 
drinks, which will be served all day. 
Bagpipers will provide authentic 
music for the revelers. Whether 
you’re a regular or a first-timer, a St. 
Patty’s Day celebration here should 
be a blast. 

The hours of operation are from 
6 a.m. to 2 a.m.

Muldoon’s Irish Pub

If you are looking for a more 
laid-back night, then Muldoon’s is 
for you. In addition to having two 
bars inside, Muldoon’s also has a 
full kitchen that features signature 
Irish dishes like shepherd’s pie and 

bangers and mash. If Irish food 
doesn’t appeal to you, then try their 
famous half-pound Angus burger, 
voted Best Burger in O.C. by 
Zagat and Orange Coast Magazine. 
Muldoon’s is located near the 
Fashion Island Mall, which makes 
it a great place to relax after a day 
of shopping. 

The hours of operation are from 9 
a.m. to 11 p.m with no cover charge

O’Hara’s Pub

The attentive bartenders and 
low-priced drinks are what make 
this pub a winner. It is located just 
down the street from Chapman 
University, so it draws a cool college 
crowd. The pool tables in the back 
and the jukebox in the corner give 
this place the feel of a dive bar, but, 
as always, the drinks are strong and 
the music is good. 

“We are doing St. Patrick’s Day 
mugs and we are open from 11 a.m. 
until 2 a.m.,” said Manager Katie 
Lake. O’Hara’s is a great place to 
cut loose and celebrate St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

The hours of operation are from 
11a.m. to 2 a.m. No cover charge.

Gallagher’s Pub and Grill

Gallagher’s is a great place for 
an authentic St. Patrick’s Day. This 
pub is known for its live music. On 
St. Patty’s they will have three Irish 
bands playing all day. 

“We got music from noon until 
closing time,” said Manager Ray 
Hartnett. “It’s going to be awesome. 
It always is.” 

Along with the music, the pub 
will also be serving food like corned 
beef and cabbage, as well as beers 
and well drinks. Gallagher’s is off 
of PCH in downtown Huntington 
Beach and always draws a great 
crowd of people. 

The hours of operation are from 
9 a.m. to 2 a.m.

 Celebrate St Patrick’s  
Day with special offers 
at Orange County pubs

LAUREN HARRITY
Daily Titan

Throw back a 
few green ones

O.C.’s St. Patty’s Day fest
 Time to pull out those 

‘Kiss Me I’m Irish’ 
shirts and pucker up

ROXY TELLES
Daily Titan

The sixth annual St. Patrick’s Day Festival will have a plethora of Irish foods and performances. Nearly 100 dancers will be performing.
Courtesy of Jill Lloyd

Pub Map

1.) Branagan’s Irish Pub
213 North Harbor Blvd.
Fullerton, CA 92831

2.) Muldoon’s Irish Pub
202 Newport Center Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92660

3.) O’Hara’s Pub
150 North Glassell St.
Orange, CA 92866

4.) Gallagher’s Pub and Grill
300 Pacific Coast Highway
Suite 113
Huntington Beach, CA 92648
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Lauren Berger’s completion of 
15 internships in college seems to 
have paid off.

She has been featured on the 
Today Show, Fox & Friends and 
Bloomberg.com, placed fifth on 
BusinessWeek’s annual list of 
entrepreneurs age 25 and under 
and was listed among Mobile 
Youth’s Top 10 Youth Marketing 
Minds of 2010. 

Berger, known as the 
“Intern Queen,” is the CEO of 
InternQueen.com and came out 
with a book in January called All 
Work, No Pay. Her website helps 
direct students to the world of 
interning and also gives advice 
on how to make it through the 
interning process.

All Work, No Pay was inspired 
by Berger because she was always 
looking for a book that could just 
help her in the internship world, 
Berger said. 

“All I wanted was someone 
who has been there and done that 
and to hold my hand and give 
me advice — and that book did 
not exist. I feel that All Work, No 
Pay really filled the void in the 
marketplace. There hasn’t been a 
great resource until this book. The 
book is very personal. The book is 
about me opening up and sharing 
my internship journey with the 
world, and through that journey 
I’m teaching the students what 
I learned through my mistakes. 

The purpose of the book is to 
help students find, land and 
make the most of their internship 
opportunities,” said Berger.

While going through her 
four years of college, Berger was 
involved in 15 internships. 

“It was definitely challenging, but I 
really believe that with the right time 
management skills and focus, you 
can accomplish whatever you need to 
accomplish,” she said.

In school, she was a full-time 
student, worked a part-time job and 
participated in unpaid internships. 

“Most of my internships 
required 12 to 15 hours per week, 
so I was able to kind of stack my 
classes all on certain days and 
intern on other days. I found that 
prioritizing was very important,” 
Berger said.

As crazy as her schedule may 
have been, she always reminds 
students that she is not a superhero, 
and if she can take on this type of 
schedule, then anyone can. 

“There is no reason why I 
could do this and the average 
student couldn’t follow in my 
footsteps. Again, it’s all about time 
management,” Berger said.

Although Berger was unique by 
taking on so many internships, 
it helped her build a future and 
motivate her as a person. These 
internships really inspired her and 
helped her look forward to her career.

As much as these internships 
inspired her, it came with some 
hardships. 

“The hardest thing about 
my entire internship journey 
was learning how to deal with 
rejection,” Berger said. 

She said that she had tweeted 

earlier in the day, “Repeat after me 
… Rejection is going to happen, 
get over it.”

“When I was going through the 
process (of finding an internship), 
I really needed someone to yell 
that at me and give me that 
encouragement and motivation, 
because ... I was applying for all 
these very competitive, high-level 
internships and getting rejected 
all the time. So yes, I ended up 
with 15 internships, but I was 
probably rejected from hundreds 
of internships — trying to get 
to the ones I wanted. I am just 
as vulnerable as anybody else. 
Rejection hurts,”she said.  

Rejection through internships 
really helped Berger with rejection 
in her professional and personal 
life in a better way. 

“We all get rejected, so let’s take 
a deep breath and move forward,” 
she said.

Internships are very important, 
not only according to Berger, but 
to Jim Case, director of the Career 
Center at CSUF, as well. 

“Internships have become 
the method of choice to select 
candidates by a large number of 
employers,” said Case.

There are many things the Career 
Center on campus can do for students. 

The one thing the Career Center 
does for a student is helping them 
find a job.  

“Finding a job is a process, and 
one of the most critical parts of the 
job-search process is preparation, 
so they are closely integrated,” 
Case said.

Students can feel weighed down 
with the thought of both interning 
and attending school. 

For Victoria Alvarado, a 
sociology major, interning is 
important, but still very unknown. 

“It’s really important to get an 
internship, at least it is for me. I’m 
just nervous because I’m not sure 
what route to take as far as working 
and using my degree, but that is what 

interning is all about … figuring this 
stuff out,” said Alvarado.

That is what interning did for 
Berger. That’s why she wants to help as 
many students as she can. 

But where does Berger see her self 
down the road?  

“I’m trying to be the Rachel Ray 

of the internship career space,” 
Berger said.  

Berger earned her degree 
in organizational business 
communications. She interned 
for companies such as MTV, FOX 
and NBC. For more information, 
visit InternQueen.com.

Gone are the days when old, 
beat-up food trucks (affectionately 
called “roach coaches”) followed 
the same route every day to a 
small crowd of workers who came 
out for a coffee, soda, donut or 
microwavable burrito.  

With help from the social media 
revolution, the food truck business 
has undergone its own revolution. 
Many of today’s new fleet of 
trucks are an array of bright, shiny, 
colorful murals meant to catch the 
eye of the passer-by. Notice that 
most of them will have a Facebook 
and Twitter stamp on their paint 
job that loyal followers can use 
to follow them around town 
wherever they go.  

“Social media has been key not 
just for us, but the entire food 
truck scene,” said Andrew Honory, 
owner of the Shortstop BBQ food 
truck that operates around Orange 
County. “If they want to follow a 

specific truck, the only way to 
do that is through social media. 
It’s really one of the only ways of 
getting the word out.”

Most of these trucks are riding under 
a new flag of creative entrepreneurs 
who set themselves apart from their 
peers by offering unique fare from all 
over the world. 

Some other trucks distinguish 
themselves with certain signature 
dishes or food categories.     

Others, like the Garlic Scapes 
truck that operates around Orange 
County, base their menus around 
certain favorite flavors. In the Garlic 
Scapes’ case, their flavor is garlic. 
According to their Twitter page, on 
March 15 they will be outside of 
Yorba Linda High School.  

Garlic Scapes is also part of the 
Truck Squad that gets together 
every Friday for a mini-festival in 
Fullerton.  

The Truck Squad comes to the 
Fullerton Best Buy every Friday. 
About a dozen food trucks gather 
in the parking lot to form a 
mobile food court with a variety 
of offerings. 

A roster is kept up to date on 
their social networking sites, and 

people are invited to bring chairs 
and picnic favors for a tailgate in 
the parking lot.  

The Truck Squad event has 
become popular on social media 
streams within Orange Country. It 
takes place Friday nights between 
5:30 p.m. and 9 p.m.  

Although the roster for this 
event is subject to change, a wide 
selection makes it easy to satisfy 
any taste. 

Aside from the garlic truck, a 
mobile bakery is on hand, as well as a 
shave ice truck, BBQ, brats, burgers, 
tacos and Philly cheese steaks.

“Every week it’s a good turn 
out, and all the trucks do very 
well,” said Megin Dolmajdi of 
the Munchee5 truck, based out of 
Irvine, which participates in the 
Truck Squad.  

“The places where we are most 
often are Fullerton, Costa Mesa 
and Irvine,” said Honory, of 
Shortstop BBQ. He added that 
the Truck Squad is “probably one 
of the busiest food truck lots in 
Orange County.”

Also part of the Truck Squad is 
Barcelona OntheGo, a Spanish fare 
truck that is stationed at CSUF 
between the Humanities and 
Education Classroom Buildings 
on weekdays.  

“We do Spanish cuisine with 
Latin influence,” said Esteban 
Nocito, owner of Barcelona 
OntheGo. “The steak and fries is 
a USDA prime steak over fries. 
That’s our signature dish.”

If you’re in Los Angeles, a food 
truck is only a short drive away, 
especially on a late night. 

It has a become common 
perception among Angelinos that 
it’s not a happenin’ night spot 
unless there are rows of bacon-
wrapped hot dog vendors and 
food trucks to ease hunger onset 
by the night life. 

It’s a full invasion in Mass 
Effect 3, and the Reapers appear 
to be taking over the universe 
after conquering Earth. Only 
Commander Shepard and a group 
of soldiers are able to stop them. 

The story begins as Earth is 
attacked by the invading army 
of Reapers, zombie-like creatures 
that attack everything in sight. 

Several characters make a return 
to the squad, with Liara and 
Kaiden showing up early. Kasumi, 
who is a downloadable character in 
Mass Effect 2, makes an appearance 
in the game as a squad member as 
well. Also, squad members from 
the first and second games make 
an appearance, like Garrus.

The game’s main plot deals 
specifically with the war on the 
Reapers, but you also fight a 
group of terrorists called Cerberus 
and the Geth, a group of artificial 
intelligences. According to Legion, 

who was in the first Mass Effect,  
said Cerberus and the Geth have a 
hive mind, meaning they think as 
one. Shepard named him Legion 
after he said, “We are many,” 
referencing the Bible.

As you advance through the 
story, you can boost your readiness 
rating by gaining War Assets, 
which help you get the best ending 
possible. To further help your 
war effort, you can play the first 
multiplayer to hit the series. 

The biggest problem with the 
game is that the multiplayer can 
be extremely difficult, even at 
the bronze level — the lowest 
difficulty level in multiplayer. 
The enemies are too fast and fight 
from all sides. Even without the 
multiplayer, it’s still possible to get 
the best ending possible, but it’s 
just really hard. You have to play 
every side mission in the game to 
get it.

The ending could have been 
better. There are several endings to 
the game, but they all look almost 
exactly the same, except with 
different colors, and not enough 
minor differences to matter.

The game can be choppy, 
especially while loading part of 
the area you’re running around 
in. The long load times take away 
from the pace of the game. 

Furthermore, every time you 

load a mission you automatically 
get the assault rifle, even if your 
favorite weapon is the shotgun. 
Because, let’s face it, blasting an 
enemy in the face with a shotgun 
looks so much cooler than 
shooting him full of holes.

The missions are epic, usually 
lasting about an hour or an hour 
and a half. Whether fighting the 
Reapers, Cerberus or the Geth, the 
battles are challenging, especially 
when battling large Brutes or 
mechs while fighting wave after 
wave of enemies.

The sound adds to the intensity 
of the game during the battles, but 
the voice overs leave something 
to be desired because they usually 
sound monotone, emotionless and 
almost robotic.

The game also allows you to 
import saves from the first two 
games. To do so, all you need is 
a completed game save from the 
Xbox 360-exclusive Mass Effect 
or Mass Effect 2, which are also 
available on the Playstation 3. 

If you get the Playstation 3 version 
of the game, the Mass Effect 2 has a 
digital interactive comic that allows 
the player to make the choices he 
would’ve made in Mass Effect. 

Despite its flaws, Mass Effect 3 
is well worth the hype and is the 
best game of the series. It’s a fun, 
addicting game.
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 The ‘Intern Queen’ 
gives survival advice 
on the intern process

MAEGAN CASTRO-FLORES
Daily Titan

Internships look better 
than ever on resumes

Lauren Berger debuted her book All Work, No Pay so students will know what it takes to get an maintain and internship in college. 

Courtesy of Shayna Dunitz

Food trucks prove to be 
more than a passing craze

 Traveling eateries 
have found permanent 
locations for regulars

EZEKIEL HERNANDEZ
Daily Titan

Mass Effect’s third installment is 
the most addictive in the series

Mass EffEct 3

 The gamers have the 
ability to import saves 
from the former games

RICHARD ANDERSON
Daily Titan

Courtesy of MCT

Truck Squad is 
probably one of the 

busiest food truck lots ... The 
places where we are most 
often are Fullerton, Costa 
Mesa and Irvine.

Andrew Honory
Shortstop BBQ Owner
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Aries (March 21-April 19) You feel good in your 
skin today. Your magnetism and charm attract what 
you ask for, so consider your requests. Challenge: 
utter no complaints. Only speak your dreams.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) You’re especially per-
suasive in the morning and easily convince oth-
ers that you’re right. Build up resources, and 
add players to the team. Cool off in the evening.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Study, grow and 
expand early today with ample energy to get you 
moving. Others get magnetically drawn into 
your game. A quiet night refreshes. Share love.

Cancer (June 22-July 22)  People seek you out for advice. It 
could be your philosophical view or your brilliant wit. Take 
advantage of the interest to move a pet project forward.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your charm and enthu-
siasm are getting attention. Figure out your strate-
gy, and make your move in a way that everyone 
benefits. Leave your money in the bank. Patience.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Decide where best to 
put your energy. You can get whatever you need. 
Compromise will be necessary. Be careful not to 
overspend. Time spent reviewing the plan pays off.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) You’re inspired by freedom and 
justice. Apply your passion to a current project. Continue to 
gather data. If the reality doesn’t fit the vision, alter the vision.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) You’ve got someone under a 
spell. Ignore that little voice in your head. It’s not very 
nice, usually. Trust your real intuition. Go with your heart.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) You’re becoming 
more attractive with age. Your willingness to solve 
problems and take action is inspiring. Give your-
self permission to be creative and look good.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)  Don’t be afraid to pull the 
necessary strings so the music plays your way. Prepare 
your lessons well, and go for the honor roll. Live and learn.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Friends help you solve great 
philosophical problems. Combine your powers and dreams 
for more effectiveness. There’s plenty of room for romance.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Enjoy home. Give your 
career more flavor by adding some passion. The 
more you enjoy your work, the better you’ll 
do and the happier you’ll be. It’s a winning cycle.

ACROSS
1 Professional org.
6 Like bachelor

parties
10 Slightly open
14 Gift from an oyster
15 Old El Paso

product
16 General principle
17 Motto of 50-Across
19 Whodunit hint
20 Org. for mature

audiences only?
21 "Small" allegations
23 Climbs
27 Common takeout

cuisine
28 Seats at the bar
29 Hot-platter stand
30 State flower of

Indiana
31 Argentina

neighbor
32 Sunbather's goal
35 Invisible or

indelible fluids
36 Practiced, as a

trade
37 Video game giant
38 Show with

regional spinoffs
39 Epic
40 Pastrami

peddlers
41 Donkey of kiddie

lit
43 Giant among

Giants
44 Actor Armand
46 Clean up, as

one's toys
47 Pure as the

driven snow
48 Capitol topper
49 Easter bloom
50 Organization that

held its first troop
meeting
3/12/1912

56 Vicinity
57 Airline that serves

only kosher
meals

58 Patty Hearst's
nom de guerre

59 Pigsty, so to
speak

60 Hardwood trees
61 Enjoyed Aspen

DOWN
1 Police dept.'s "Be

on the lookout!"
alert

2 Observe
3 Sticky trunk stuff
4 Bobby of hockey
5 With no mistakes
6 Red carpet

interviewees
7 Rain delay roll-

out
8 Expert
9 Baby sponsored

at a baptism
10 Mysterious
11 Founder of 50-

Across
12 Reunion

attendees, for
short

13 Witherspoon of
"Walk the Line"

18 Walks on little cat
feet

22 In real time
23 Fancy-shmancy

jelly
24 British

submachine
guns

25 Popular funding
source for 

50-Across
26 Eternities,

seemingly
27 Shed some tears
29 Yours of yore
31 Saint of Assisi

33 High anxiety
34 Objectionable, as

a habit
36 Eliza Doolittle, to

Henry Higgins
37 "The Fugitive"

actress Ward
39 Ibsen's "Peer __"
40 Picks up on
42 Courses taken to

boost one's GPA
43 Many-petaled

flowers, familiarly

44 Happy as __
45 British county
46 Surveys
48 Wee bit o'

Scotch, say
51 Under the

weather
52 Tree on the

Connecticut
quarter

53 Prefix with verse
54 Deadlock
55 Unhappy
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“leT me say ThaT 
a True 

revoluTionary is 
guided by greaT 
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love for 
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TruTh and 
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impossible To 
ConCeive of an 

auThenTiC 
revoluTionary 
wiThouT iT.”
- Che guevara
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After high school, Convento went on to play 
for Santa Ana Community College. 

Later on, Convento made the decision to 
transfer to Cypress Community College.

“The decision to transfer to Cypress was one 
of the biggest mistakes that I had made during 
that time. I feel this way because I don’t think 
I was really given the opportunity to … really 
shine I guess,” Convento said. “The coach at 
Santa Ana really put a lot of time into making 
me a better player … and he was just overall 
a really good coach. I feel like I would have 
(excelled) so much more if I would have stayed 
at Santa Ana.”

Convento also said that he had been going 
through a bit of a rough patch while playing 
for Cypress.

“I really wanted to be recruited during this 
time … but I wasn’t really being looked at 
while I was playing for Cypress,” he said.

Convento then decided that it was time for 
him to begin taking his educational career a 
little more seriously.

“I initially chose to go to Cal State Fullerton 
because all of my friends were going there, but 
by the time I had gotten there it really didn’t 
matter because they all were graduating … I 
chose to major in kinesiology so that I could 
learn everything that I needed to know when it 
comes to coaching.”

During his time at CSUF, Convento found 
that the educators were very impressive, and 
they had confirmed that his decision to attend 
the school was a good one.

JenniferMae Tandayu, 25, a graphic design 
major, has seen the passion Covento puts into 
his education.

“Me and Lance took a psych class together. 
He is a really dedicated student. He uses his 
time very wisely instead of memorizing things 
to just pass a class … He actually puts forth the 
efforts to learn the material. He was passionate 
about his subject matter and always excited 
to learn. He really utilized the professor’s 
teachings,” said Tandayu.

Though CSUF presented Convento with 
what he felt was a good education, he still could 
not let go of his love and passion for basketball.

“I had (begun) playing on a traveling team 
called L.A. Showtime. We would travel all 
over the Philippines and play against different 
colleges over there, and this is the time that I 
was scouted to play overseas,” Convento said.

In the Philippines, Convento had finally 

been given the chance to play basketball 
professionally.

Pulley and other family members expressed 
how they really missed Convento while he was 
away, but they knew that it was the opportunity 
of a lifetime. 

They supported him in his decision to take 
a leave of absence from school to pursue his 
dream.

“Seeing as how I am Filipino … I was so 
excited to go over to the Philippines to play … 
I had never been (there) and I was just really 
looking forward to play,” he said.

Upon his arrival to the Philippines, 
Convento says that he experienced a bit of a 
culture shock.

“Though I enjoyed myself playing on the 
court … and getting paid for something that 
I love … I couldn’t help but notice how the 
people in that culture were experiencing a lot 
of poverty,” Convento said.

For Convento, this was truly a disheartening 
sight to see. 

Even after his return to the United States, he 
recalls wishing he could have done something 
about it.

After fracturing his back in the Philippines, 
Convento returned home. 

Instead of feeling sorry for himself, he 
placed his focus on his experience in the 

Philippines and what he could take away from 
that experience.

“I came back home because I had been 
playing on a fractured back ... I remember 
feeling bad about what I saw, but I also felt (a 
sense of ) independence because I had been on 
my own when I was out there,” he said.

He also says that he grew as a person from 
his experience overseas.

“I didn’t have my parents to make meals for 
me; I made my own meals and paid the bills for 
my apartment … and other things like that,” 
Covento said.

Along with the feeling of independence, he 
learned how to be more disciplined.

Now that Convento is back at CSUF, he has 
been focusing on his education. 

He also recently converted to Christianity 
and has taken a different direction with his life.

“As of right now, I am continuing my 
education … I learned so much from playing 
overseas, and it has made me the person that 
I am today. I used to idolize basketball and 
made it my priority, but after going to the 
Philippines, it humbled me,” said Covento. 

“I realize now that basketball isn’t everything, 
and that I’d rather put more of my time into 
God. However, if it is in God’s will for me to 
continue to pursue basketball, then that’s what 
I will do.”

CONVENTO: Student pursued dream of playing professional basketball

 ...Continued from page 1

Kinesiology major Lance Convento briefly left CSUF to play professionally in the Philippines after being recruited while 
playing for the L.A. Showtime. Convento began playing organized basketball his freshman year at Cerritos High School. 

ANIBAL ORTIZ / Daily Titan

The Cal State Fullerton men’s basketball team (21-9, 12-4) will 
travel to Loyola Marymount (21-9, 11-5) for a first-round game in 
the CollegeInsider.com Postseason Tournament in the Titans’ sixth 
Div. I postseason appearance. 

This is the Titans’ first birth in the tournament, which is now 
four years old.

Previously, CSUF had appeared in two NCAA tournaments, the 
first in 1978 and the second in 2008. The Titans also appeared in 
three NIT tournaments (1983, 1987 and 2005).

This is Fullerton’s sixth winning season during the Bob Burton 
nine-year era and also the sixth in 19 seasons. This is only the seventh 
20-win season in 52 years and the fourth by Burton’s teams. The last 
20-win season it had was in 2008 when the Titans went 24-9.

Opposing coaches gave the entire starting five All-Big West 
Conference Awards. D.J. Seeley received the Newcomer of the Year 
Award and made the first team, while Kwame Vaughn and Omondi 
Amoke took home second team honors. The only other time CSUF 
had three players make first and second teams was in 2008.

The Titans lost their last game 65-59 to UC Irvine in the Big West 
Tournament March 8 in the first round.

The Cal State Fullerton women’s tennis team (5-6, 0-3) lost 7-0 to 
Big West rival University of California, Irvine Anteaters (9-5, 3-1).

Tiffany Mai had the best showing for the Titans, losing with 
teammate Morgan McIntosh 8-7 in the No 1. doubles match against 
UCI’s Kristina Smith and Courtney Byron. Mai also lost her No 1. 
singles match to Smith 7-5, 6-1.

During the doubles match, UCI’s Smith and Byron came back 
from a 6-3 deficit. In Mai’s singles match, she led 4-1 in the first 
set, but couldn’t hold on to the lead. She never led in the second set. 
The Titans’ next match is scheduled Thursday against Portland at the 
Titan Courts.

DOUBLES
1 - Byron/Smith (I) def. Mai/McIntosh (F), 8-7
2 - Goettsching/Smith (I) def. Rodriguez/Slevcove (F), 8-2
3 - A. Facey/K. Facey (I) def. Pepa/Tomalko (F), 8-0

SINGLES
1 - Smith (I) def. Mai (F), 7-5, 6-1
2 - K. Facey (I) def. McIntosh (F), 6-1, 6-0
3 - Goettsching (I) def. Rodriguez (F), 6-1, 6-1
4 - Hammel (I) def. Slevcove (F), 6-3, 6-4
5 - Mamiit (I) def. de la Cruz (F), 6-0, 6-1
6 - A. Facey (I) def. Pepa (F), 6-1, 6-0 

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Titans to Play LMU in CIT

TENNIS
UCI Blanks the Titans

Brief by Richard Anderson

DTBRIEFS

Brief by Richard Anderson

CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan

TITANS SQUEEZE PAST COUGARS

Freshman pitcher Koby Gauna pitches from the mound Tuesday. The Cal State Fullerton baseball team lost 9-8 in 
extra innings against Washington State. Gauna pitched 5.2 innings and allowed one earned run in the no decision.
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