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UNAWARENESS THE CANDIDATES MAKING YOUR DECISION
Voting participation for ASI 
election was 7 percent last year. 

Eighteen candidates campaign 
for 2012 possible ASI positions.

The strongest and the weakest 
presidential campaigns exposed.2 3 5
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With the Associated Students, Inc. elections taking 
place Wednesday and Thursday, the current ASI executive 
members  expressed how their effort to empower the 
campus community — through advocacy, accessibility and 
transparency — allowed them to experience a fruitful term 
and live up to their campaign promises to bring change to 
Cal State Fullerton.

“The top priority for ASI this year is to improve the level 
of student communication and advocacy on campus,” said 
ASI Executive President and CEO Eric Niu. “Effective 
communication helps our organization understand what 
interests our student body … especially during this 
economic crisis and the CSU budget cuts. I believe ASI 
leadership must not only function as a mediator between 
students and others, but we must stand with the students 
and actualize our collective capacity for change.”

Representing the student body was always the goal for 
ASI. Having the power to voice the concerns or opinions of 
the campus and being a bridge or liaison between campus 
administration and students was always taken seriously.

Some of the ways they tried to accomplish their goal was 
hosting a press conference at the Board of Trustee’s office in 
Long Beach where Executive Vice President Jay L. Jefferson 
II spoke of various concerns. Also, by Niu being the student 
representative in the search committee which was in charge 
of finding a new university president after former President 
Milton Gordon announced his retirement.

From the offset of the term, Niu said the ASI council were 
always on the same page with the mobilization of student 

action. They wanted to raise the level of communication 
and transparency by talking and listening to students.

At every monthly ASI cookout, they partnered with 
different clubs or organizations on campus with the priority 
to get students involved. 

The cookouts wasn’t just a place where students could 
get free food or drinks, but they saw it as an opportunity to 
teach students the political, educational, social justice and 
university issues.  

“We really tried … keeping students informed,” said 
Matthew Badal, vice president of finance. “With the current 
breakfast and lunches with Interim President Willie Hagan 
is having, we are really trying to get students involved with 
those sort of (events) and get the student opinion out there 
so our campus administration knows what students expect 
from them.”

Chief Administration Officer Megan Martinez started 
the “Your Campus Your Voice” campaign, which provided 
surveys to students to voice their opinions on any type of 
issues, from academic reaction to new policies adopted by 
the campus.

Niu said last year a student asked why the library was 
closed early during finals weeks, leaving them without the 
resources they need when studying for their exams.

“I had a meeting with the Vice President of Academic 
Affairs Steve Murray, after our meeting we were able to 
extend library hours during finals week, which students 
were then able to study,” Niu said. “These are the little 
things that add up … but we must be humble and keep 
serving our students. Students are happy, students (are) 
graduating on time and (are) proud to call themselves a 
Titan — that’s our biggest accomplishment.”

Badal, a biochemistry major, credits the rise of student 
advocacy on the new culture that has developed with 
students of taking action because of the current economic 
crisis that CSU’s are in.

“I believe that because (of ) the current state of the State, 
... the state budget not being there for higher education 
and how we’re last on their priority list, students are really 
coming together to promote accessibility and affordability 
towards education,” Badal said.

ASI has moved to collaborate with advocacy groups. 
They have pushed for advocacy awareness day where they 
invited clubs and organizations to promote their different 
issues, funded the Black Student Union council and started 
the Committee on Environmental Sustainability.

“When students had the sit-ins, protests and rallies 
last fall, our team was very active and very involved,” 
said Jefferson, a business administration major. “We were 
working with the students; we were encouraging  the 
students; we participated in the rallies; we were doing things 
as far as going to the chancellor’s office; we were working 
with the California State Student Association. We definitely 
did the best we could to working towards that promise.”  

For the incoming ASI executive committee team, 
Jefferson offers the advice to stick together and stay true to 
themselves, even when faced with opposition.

“The most important thing is to try to look to encourage 
and empower one another because sometimes you have an 
issue that comes about where you may have people in the 
campus community upset with you. You may have people 
in the administrative side upset with you, but stay strong as 
a team … as you’re moving forward,” Jefferson said.

There are 26 recognized 
fraternities and sororities on Cal 
State Fullerton’s campus. Those 
in the Greek system tend to be 
more involved on campus than 
the average commuter student, 
which makes them a large part of 
the voting body in the Associated 
Students, Inc. elections.

The ASI elections, taking place 
Wednesday and Thursday, has 
already gotten some Greek members 
posting about their favorite 
candidates on Facebook for weeks. 
Campaign photos and event invites 
have been jumping around the 
digital atmosphere of Facebook and 
Twitter, and Greeks are getting in on 
the campaign action.

Jenaun Aboud, a member of 
Delta Zeta, said ASI elections are 
not an active discussion amongst 
her sorority.

“We’re aware that not everyone 
is looking for the same things in 
ASI representatives, and we’re 
not trying to promote a group 
mentality,” said Aboud.  

However, many involved in ASI 
do come from Greek backgrounds.

“A lot of Greeks try to diversify 
themselves by joining other 
organizations, and many wind 
up in ASI, so a lot of us will vote 
to support our fellow Greeks,” 
Aboud said.

ASI presidential candidate Brenda 
Lopez said she hopes to gain some 
Greek votes.

“I plan on letting them know our 
platform definitely applies to them 
when we say we are here to advocate 
for them,” said Lopez.

Because Greek life is influenced 
by ASI, many Greeks are expected to 
vote for the candidate who will best 
meet their needs.

“I do think that Greeks vote for 
the ASI elections more than other 
students because our organizations 
are affected by decisions the ASI 
board makes, so we have a personal 
stake in the elections,” Aboud said.

Current ASI President and CEO 
Eric Niu said when he ran for ASI 
president he ran for the entire 
campus, instead of targeting a 
particular set of votes.

“I ran my campaign to represent 
all students in CSUF, and I believe 
in listening to students’ needs and 
advocate on behalf of students 
regardless of their background and 
club affiliations,” said Niu.

However, many candidates do 
reach out to the Greeks to advocate 
their campaigns.

“Even though we don’t discuss the 
election as a group, a lot of times 
ASI representatives looking to get 
elected will come to announce at 
our meetings and talk about their 
platforms,” Aboud said.

Since CSUF is a commuter 
campus, for many students, going 
to class is the extent of their campus 
participation, which could result in 
voter booths being filled with the 
Greek vote and lacking the vote of 
the average student.  

“If every student on campus were 
to do the same as those in Greek 
life and vote, then more student 
voices would be heard on campus,” 
Lopez said. “One simple vote can go 
a long way, (and) Greek life shows 
that great example because they are 
voicing their opinion when voting 
during the ASI Election.”

Voting booths will be open and 
available from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m 
Wednesday and Thursday.

“I do think that more students 
should vote because a wider pool of 
voters is going to reflect a wider variety 
of student interests,” Aboud said.

Lopez said she thinks the Greeks 
should work to make more students 
active on campus.

“It would be great if ASI could 
work collaboratively with (the 
Greeks) concerning voting on 
campus ... (and reach out) to them 
to strategize the importance they 
see in voting during the elections 
and (get) that message across to 
the rest of the student population,” 
Lopez said.

Titans have the opportunity to 
vote for who they want to represent 
them in Associated Students, Inc., 
but many students don’t take the 
time to vote.

In the elections, students select 
the student representatives along 
with the student body president 
and vice president.

The student body president 
and vice president serve as heads 
of ASI and oversee the operation 
of various programs including 
Titan Recreation, the Children’s 
Center, and the Titan Student 
Union (TSU). They also appoint 
members to their executive team, 
which includes a director of public 
relations, director of statewide 
affairs, vice president of finance 
and director of administration.

The ASI Elections take place 
every spring semester during 
the eleventh week. This year’s 
elections take place Wednesday 
and Thursday, from 8 a.m to 8 
p.m. The results will be announced 
shortly after polls close Thursday 
in the Legislative Chambers Room 
201 in the TSU.

Samuel Morales, 21, ASI 
elections commissioner and a 
political science major, said his 
duties include getting information 
from past elections and accessing 
the percentages of people that 
come out to vote and start to plan 
on how to raise voter awareness. 
After they organize the elections 
and an election packet, they spread 
the word around campus.

Morales said last election there 
was a turnout of 7 percent of the 
student population, but this year 
they are shooting for 10 percent, 

if not more.
“What I believe is that the 

students mindset is that they 
think that by voting they are not 
going to make a difference,” said 
Morales. “So this vote that they 
are casting actually does make a 
difference because the numbers 
show from the last elections that 
it came down to six votes who was 
going to run for president.”

Morales said he and his staff have 
made efforts to inform the student 
population about the elections 
through word-of-mouth and social 
media, speaking to independent 
clubs and reaching out to the 
population in the dorms. He also 
said it’s important for students to 
choose the right candidate and a 
way that they can figure this out is 
through a debate they are holding 
in the CSUF Humanities Quad 
Tuesday at noon.

The debate will feature the three 
ASI presidential and vice president 
candidate duos; Brenda Lopez and 
Jessica L. Hernandez, Dwayne 
Mason Jr. and Katie Ayala, and 
Jeffrey Benson and Robert Perez.

Morales said it is important for 
students to vote in the upcoming 
elections.

This year’s election presents the 
student body with a brand new 
wave of candidates who are going to 
take over ASI because most of the 
current members are graduating.

CSUF is going to be facing a 
new wave that is potentially going 
to take ASI into a new direction, 
Morales said.

Morales said he would be more 
inclined to vote if he knew it 
benefited him.

Kim Haycraft, 20, ASI vice-
chair of Lobby Corps, said students 
might not be apt to participate in 
voting because they might not 
attend the programs and don’t 
understand what ASI does.

“I think a lot of students in general 
aren’t very active in voting on campus 

because I think there is a little bit 
of a disconnect between ASI and 
the students. Because our campus 
is so big; it’s really hard to reach all 
the students and its really hard to 
engage the students and make them 
motivated to vote but we definitely 
try our best,” said Haycraft.

Eric Shumny, 22, a business 
marketing major, said the reason 
he believes there are less than 10 
percent voting rates is because he 
doesn’t believe the school promotes 
the elections well enough.

“It’s not really promoted very 
well. It seems like you just see stuff 
on the Titan Walk … It just seems 
like that’s what the individual 
people are doing, it doesn’t really 
seem like the school is doing very 
much to promote the elections,” 
said Shumny.

Shumny also said since CSUF is 
a “commuter school,” he could see 
why no one cares because students 
just go to school and leave.

“If they got the point across that 
there was a benefit to me somehow. 
That if this particular person gets 
elected then I’ll see some sort of 
benefit out of it because otherwise 
it’s just total apathy. I don’t see 
the point to vote for anybody or 
particular person anyway. I just don’t 
see the difference,” Shumny said.

For more information about the 
ASI Elections, visit the ASI page 
at asi.fullerton.edu or add the ASI-
Elections CSUF page on Facebook.

ASI for empowering campus community

Unawareness: Cause for 
low student voter turnout

Elections a 
Greek affair, 
other voters 
outnumbered

 Executive staff believe promises made 
last semester were achieved through 
communication and transparency 

MICHAEL MUNOZ
Daily Titan

 Voting participation 
for ASI election under 
10 percent last year

JUSTIN ENRIQUEZ
Daily Titan

 Greeks vote more in 
the ASI elections than 
the average student

SEPIDEH NIA
Daily Titan

I think a lot of 
students in general 

aren’t very active in voting 
... because I think there is 
a little bit of a disconnect 
between ASI and the 
students.

Kim Haycraft
ASI Vice-Chair 
of Lobby Corps

The top priority for ASI this year 
is to improve the level of student 

communication and advocacy on campus.

Eric Niu
ASI Executive President and CEO
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*No response was received from Brenda Lopez, Anthony Samaan, Kristy 
Haffner, Yvette Loeza, Miguel Arias, Elsie Carillo as of press time.

Photos courtesy of candidates and Daily Titan staff photographers.

ASI election candidates 2012Board of Directors Candidates: 

President/Vice President Candidates:
Dwayne Mason Jr., animation major
Katie Ayala, communication disorders and adolescent development 
double major

Platform: #Students4Students; Mason and Ayala said their slogan means students will be their first priority. 
They said they will place a strong emphasis on education and advocacy for issues that affect students, such as 
tuition increases and other social issues. They also want to spread awareness of many scholarships, which few 
students apply for and boost student involvement in clubs and organizations on campus.

Qualification & involvement: Both candidates said they are very passionate about Cal State Fullerton’s 
student body.

“We want to do everything we can to give back to the campus, the students and the experience going to 
college,” the candidates said in an email. “On top of this drive and passion, we have the experience with so 
many different clubs and organizations.”

Mason Jr. has served as the director of Titan Tusk Force, Interfraternity Council president and has been 
involved in ASI Productions Street Team. Ayala has served as a GAMMA representative for the Alpha Delta 
Pi sorority, participated in the Student Leadership Institute, served as a Street Team coordinator and director 
for ASI Productions.

Brenda Lopez
Jessica Hernandez, pre-business major

Platform: To build stronger communication and cooperation between students and the administration, to 
advocate on behalf of students needs and opinions, and to represent the underrepresented on campus.

Qualifications & involvement: Hernandez and her running mate, Brenda Lopez, have both been heavily 
involved in Hermanas Unidas de CSUF, a Latina empowerment group focused on academic performance, 
community service and networking. Hernandez and Lopez have also served on the executive board of Mesa 
Cooperativa, an umbrella organization for many Latino groups on campus.

Hernandez said her leadership in the Mesa Cooperativa and Hermanas Unidas has given her the motivation 
to run for ASI vice president. 

“In the duration of my young adulthood, I was not a  leader in a conventional sense. I was more so a leader 
through the example of my hard work ethic,” she said. “I was usually the one to simply follow orders like a 
worker bee. If it wasn’t for the experience this year as a leader among the Latino community, I would not have 
decided to run for ASI vice president.”

Jeffrey Benson, political science major
Robert Perez, graduate student, counseling

Platform: Slogan — Intensity, Honor, Commitment.
The pair wants to set an example for CSU executives by cutting 

ASI executive salaries by 25 percent, to lobby the state legislature to 
approve tax-free textbooks for the first two weeks of every fall and spring 
semester, to restore Titan football at CSUF and to bring back “high-
caliber” entertainment in the form of a better Spring Concert.

Qualifications & involvement: “I have the most life experience out 
of any candidate, the only one willing to cut my salary by 25 percent, 
and the only one with detailed proposals,” said Benson.

He has served for four years in the U.S. Navy and supports himself. 
While he was attending Cal State Northridge, he said he gathered 4,100 

signatures in a petition to bring back the football program at that campus. He also said he was heavily involved in 
CSUN’s Academic Senate and worked for a political consultant company for two years. He was also involved in the 
Veteran’s Club and Political Science Club there.

Perez wants to cultivate the campus community through athletic and entertainment events, to increase the 
transparency of ASI and increase awareness that students can affect campus policies by voicing their opinions 
in Academic Senate meetings.

Qualifications and Involvement: “I am qualified because I have a strategic vision of what CSU Fullerton 
can be and should be. It is imperative that ASI and the university generate greater external funding,” said 
Perez. “This is not a popularity contest for us, nor is it an attempt to pad our resumes. We are committed to 
excellence and the fulfillment of a greater vision for CSU Fullerton.”

Jonathan Legget, economics major
Platform: Slogan — Get Involved!
Legget wants to make sure students know what is available to 

them at CSUF and to “help make this college experience the fullest 
imaginable.” He said he wants to reach out to students and ensure 
they are aware of the opportunities and services available to them. 
He said he wants to encourage students to support everything from 
athletics to Titan Tusk Force.

He would also like to improve the aesthetics of the campus 
and to change CSUF’s image as a commuter campus by creating 
a community that entices students to “stay on campus, but get 
involved as well.”

Qualifications & involvement: Legget has served as a 
representative on the Board of Directors for the Mihaylo College 
of Business and Economics. In this position, he helped create a 

budget for ASI through the Finance Committee. He is also preparing to serve as a counselor at Camp Titan 
and holds a leadership position in the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity.

Gary Au, finance major
Platform: Au said he wants to improve involvement both 

inside and outside of colleges, to bring awareness to future campus 
developments such as College Town and concerns that this project 
brings in terms of university structural planning, and to improve 
the transparency of ASI.

Qualifications & involvement: Au said he is qualified to be a 
representative on the Board of Directors due to his involvement 
with many campus organizations and attendance of school events. 
Last year he served as Resident Student Association treasurer, 
director’s cabinet member for CSUF Housing and Residence Life, 
CSUF Housing Food Committee member, lead for the Leave 
Your Footprint program in ASI’s Street Team and is currently 
serving as a representative on the Board of Directors for the 
Mihaylo College of Business and Economics.

Tyler Routledge, biology major
Platform: Slogan —   Communicate and Participate.
Routledge said he feels as though there is a communication gap 

between the student population and those that represent them. He 
wants to bridge this gap and improve student participation and 
communication. He also wants to encourage student pride and 
create more opportunities for students.

Qualifications & involvement: Routledge said he feels as 
though he is an able representative because he knows the meaning of 
what it is to be a student within the College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics. He said he knows what it takes to succeed as a student 
in the college. The time, hard work and commitment that he puts 
into his studies is present in many students at CSUF, and he said his 
embodiment of these values makes him a qualified representative.

He has also worked in the stem cell research lab for a year, is a member of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity 
and has served as a counselor for Camp Titan.

Kyrstin Ohta, music education major
Platform: Slogan — Make Your Voice Heard.
“As a student leader and current representative of the College of 

the Arts, it is my job to make sure that each student’s voice is heard 
and their needs are accounted for,” said Ohta.

Ohta said she wants to increase the transparency and visibility 
of ASI and its representatives. She wants ASI representatives to be 
known on campus and for students to know what their student fees 
are being used for. She wants to be easily approachable for students 
who want to voice their concerns or provide feedback. She also wants 
to increase student involvement in clubs and organizations in order 
to change CSUF’s image as a commuter campus.

Qualifications & involvement: Ohta said her experience as 
a student who struggles to find parking and must pay increased 
student fees allows her to identify with the student population. She is also a current representative for the 
College of the Arts on the Board of Directors. She is also vice president of the American Choral Directors 
Association, a current member of the Sigma Alpha Iota musical fraternity and has been involved in Arts 
InterClub Council.

Amy Klein, communication and PR majors
Platform: Slogan — Advocating for Students Just Like You.
As a senior communications student major Klein understands 

the challenges that communications students face. She 
wants to increase interaction with the dean of the College of 
Communications in the form of lunches and Q-and-As, she wants 
to increase the visibility of students who take Comm 464 courses 
(Public Relations Management) and she wants to increase the 
Board of Directors’ involvement in CSUF’s Comm Week.

Qualifications & involvement: Klein has served as a 
representative on ASI’s Board of Directors, is a general member of 
PRSSA, is a Fullerton Aquatics swim coach and was a peer mentor 
for Freshman Programs. 

“I am a passionate student leader and I am willing to make 
changes that will forever benefit students on this campus,” she said.

Yasmin Mata, business administration major
Platform: Mata said she wants to increase the visibility of student leaders so that students know who 

to voice their concerns to. She believes cooperation between students and leaders can foster a better 
campus community. She would also like to lower parking fees and increase student participation in 
clubs and organizations.

Qualifications & involvement: Mata has served as vice chair of the ASI Scholarship Committee and is the 
committee’s current chair. She is also on the executive board of the Epsilon Nu Tau business fraternity, involved 
in the Student Leadership Institute and other organizations such as Titan Tusk Force, ASI Productions and 
the Accounting Society. She said her heavy involvement on campus is what makes her qualified to represent 
her college.

Austin Carver, radio/TV/film major

Platform: Carver said he wants to see more students visit the 
Arboretum and for the campus to become more involved in 
its upkeep. As a member of CSUF’s lacrosse team, Carver said 
he would like to see more students involved in campus sports. 
He also wants to improve transitions for freshmen and transfer 
students, and to increase their involvement on campus.

Qualifications & involvement: Carver said his studies in 
multiple colleges makes him an able representative. He also 
said he has developed a love for the school that makes him 
passionate about improving, renewing and revitalizing different 
areas of academic excellence. Carver is an active member of the 
Behind the Scenes club within the Mihaylo College of Business 
and Economics.

 Eighteen candidates set the 
stage for the election week

ANDERS HOWMANN
Daily Titan

Jeffrey Benson



Associated Students, Inc. has 
been a part of Cal State Fullerton 
for 53 years.  

The organization started in 
1959 when the first batch of 
CSUF students voted to institute a 
student-based government within 
the university. There were 300 
students at the time, and the vote 
came down to an overwhelming 
number of 254 students who 
voted for the student government. 
Back then it was called the Student 
Senate.

“(The Student Senate was) 
different from our current Board 

of Directors. The membership was 
elected by class level freshmen, 
seniors, juniors and sophomores. 
That was early representation 
dating back until 1968,” said Fred 
Sanchez, ASI executive director.    

Sanchez said in 1970 Associated 
Students changed its model-
governing structure from being 
called the Student Senate to the 
Board of Directors. And in 1976 
the Student Senate was renamed 
the Associated Students, Inc.          

Not only does ASI have the 
government-based program of the 
Student Senate, but also a business 
aspect as well.            

There have been some changes 
since 1959. But its main purpose 
remains the same, which ASI 
President and CEO Eric Niu said 
is to better serve the students.           

ASI has been able to achieve 
some major accomplishments for 
the student body. 

Three milestones of the 
student-based organization are 
the Titan Student Union, the 
Student Recreation Center and 
the Children’s Center.         

The Titan Student Union was 
built in 1976. It was first called 
the University Center, which 
included much of what is currently 
there today, but with additional 
services such as a plant store and 
an ice cream parlor. In 1992 the 
University Center was expanded 
and renamed the Titan Student 
Union.

Other accomplishments 
include the Student Recreation 
Center, which opened in 2008. 
It not only fulfilled the students’ 
vision in providing a community 
of fitness, it also is one of the 
most environmentally-conscious 
buildings in the world. 

The Children’s Center was first 
started in the 1970s. In 2011, a 
new Children’s Center was built 
and serves the needs of children 
and CSUF parents.          

“The Children’s Center is 
definitely a great accomplishment 
of ASI. Currently our student 
parents are able to actually go 
to college to get the education 
needed, and it is affordable for our 
student parents,” said Niu.        

All of these accomplishments 
were funded entirely by the 
students. No money from the state 
was allocated to the building of 
these services. Sanchez said these 
milestones were truly student-led.       

“We built three buildings on 
this campus with fees that the 
students have voted for, and we do 
not use any state funds at all. The 
money that we use here to support 
the operations come strictly from 
the fees that the students have 
voted for,” Sanchez said.          

Niu encourages more students 
to become involved in ASI, its 
accomplishments and to become 
an active member of the college.   

“Students are more than 
welcome to join ASI through 
various ways,” Niu said. “We have 
ASIP, Titan Task Force and ASI 
Board of Directors. We have a lot 
of positions available for students.”       

Niu urges students to experience 
college at its fullest potential.        

“A lot of student on campus do 
not know about ASI. They don’t 
know what ASI does and how they 
can benefit from ASI, and I believe 
as college students it’s important 
to take advantage of what’s 
around us, whether it’s academic 
or different extracurricular 
activities,” Niu said.         

James Wu, the vice chair for 
planning on the Titan Student 
Centers Governing Board, gives 
much credit to ASI in having an 
enjoyable college life.      

“Since becoming a part of ASI, 
I have continued to have a great 
experience with (my) involvement. 
I have had the chance to interact 
with a wide range of individuals, 
from fellow student leaders to 
professionals from all around 
campus, and I learn something 
different from each one,” said Wu.            

Niu said the college experience 
is much more than just the 
educational aspect.           

“I think it will add more value 
to our education. I believe for 
college, after you complete your 
degree, it’s not necessarily only 
the knowledge you retain from the 
classrooms, but also the people 
you meet, the friends and the 
memories you have,” Niu said. 
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Just before most Cal State Fullerton 
students began heading home or 
commencing their vacations over spring 
recess, several of the president and vice 
president candidates for Associated 
Students, Inc. spoke at the March 21 
ASI Cookout.

The candidates shared their ideas for 
CSUF in front of a group of students 
savoring hot dogs, soda and cotton candy. 
The statements served as a warm-up and 
precursor to the ASI debate that will be 
taking place Tuesday at noon.

Three pairs of running mates are vying 
for ASI’s top executive positions, and all 
made several distinguishing statements 
that separated their opinions from their 
opponents.

Brenda Lopez and Jessica Hernandez are 
running on the same ticket with two main 
focal points to their platform. The first is to 
strengthen the communication between the 
administration and the students on campus.

“We feel that a lot of the time students’ 
voices aren’t being heard, because 
oftentimes the leaders aren’t voicing those 
opinions and are not addressing those 
issues to the administration,” said Lopez. 
“So I feel this year Jessica and I will 
definitely stand up for the students and 
stand by the students in order to voice 
both opinions that students have.”

Lopez also emphasized that they want 
to “represent the underrepresented.”

“We really want to encourage 
representing every minority group here on 
campus,” Lopez said.

Although CSUF’s campus is very diverse, 
Lopez and Hernandez believe that not every 
group is being represented within ASI.

“I’ll be here April 3 with all the other 
candidates talking further about our 
platforms, so if you have any questions at 
all please make sure to ask,” Lopez said.

Jeffrey Benson and Robert Perez are 
also running for the president and vice 
president positions. Benson made several 
remarks at the event.

Benson, who is running for president, 
supports cutting ASI executive salaries by 
25 percent to send a message to the CSU 
and administrators in Long Beach that it is 
time to have a different conversation that 
there shouldn’t be skyrocketing pensions 
and salaries in the CSU in the midst of a 
recession.

“This is a culture in the CSU that has 
to stop,” said Benson. “ I would also like 
to lobby the Board of Trustees to not raise 
tuition more than 5 percent every year. 
Go back to 2009 levels when tuition was 
$3,000 a year.”

Benson said his most important plan is 
to bring football back to CSUF.

“Because if five other CSUs have a 
football team, so can we, and it’s cheaper 
than we think,” Benson said.

Perez believes CSUF’s best tool in tough 
budget times is to generate external support 
through athletic programs on campus.

“As state financial support for CSUF has 
declined, I feel it is absolutely critical for our 
university to generate external support for 
our school, and the best medium to attain 
that is through Titan athletics. Athletics is 
the front porch of the university and is a 
great way to bring students, faculty, alumni 
and the community together,” Perez stated 

on the candidate’s official website.
Finally, candidates Dwayne Mason and 

Katie Ayala shared their platform of being 
“students for students.”

“Any decisions that we do make as 
president and vice president will always be 
100 percent for the benefit of the student 
population ... and our primary priority is 
the students on the CSUF campus,” said 
Mason, presidential candidate.

Another main goal of Mason and Ayala 
is to create “campus unity” on CSUF’s 
campus.

“I know that there is a lot of unrest 
with things like tuition, with things like 
our administrator’s salaries increasing, and 
those are all things that cannot so easily be 
solved just by two people fighting for it ... 
30,000 voices on this campus (are) a whole 
lot stronger than two voices right now.”

Ayala also recognized the diversity of 
cultures, interests and ethnicities CSUF 
students represent.

“We pride ourselves on reaching out 
to every one of those students, every club 
and organization, because everybody has a 
voice on campus,” said Ayala.

“We will do everything we can to 
increase campus life and promote Titan 
Pride at Cal State Fullerton,” Ayala said 
in a campaign video on the candidate’s 
Facebook page.

The candidates for ASI’s executive staff 
will debate Tuesday, and elections will 
follow Wednesday and Thursday. The 
polling stations will be open from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Students can also vote online at 
vote.fullerton.edu.

April is Autism Awareness Month, and 
Autism Speaks U (ASU) is kicking it off with 
its Light It Up Blue event, which is scheduled 
to last all week.

There will be three light fixtures that will be 
illuminated with blue light bulbs at the Titan 
Student Union.

“We worked extremely hard to get this 
event on our campus,” said Victoria Cid, 23, 
a communicative disorders major, in an email. 
Cid is president of the Cal State Fullerton 
chapter of ASU.

The reason the group picked blue as the 
color is because it represents autism.

“When people see this tone of blue they 
often associate it with autism awareness,” 
Cid said.

According to the Light It Up Blue website, 
in 2007 the United Nations General Assembly 
originally created World Autism Awareness Day 
in an attempt to make people aware that autism 
is a growing global concern. The day’s activities 
“help to increase and develop world knowledge 
of the autism crisis and impart information 
regarding the importance of early diagnosis and 
early intervention.”

One in 54 boys are affected by autism, as 
opposed to 1 in 252 girls, according to data 
released by the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

The numbers of affected children also rose 
78 percent from 1 in 110 children to 1 in 88 
children.

“There are many different theories about 
this,” said Jess Block, who works with Felton 
Media, a public relations firm that works with 
the Autism Speaks organization. “Some say that 
the rate of occurrence has stayed about the same 
while the rate of diagnosis has increased. Others 
say that the rate is increasing.”

It is possible that the spread of autism 
awareness is what caused the increase in the rate.

“One thing is certain — because of the 
increase in autism awareness, the cultural 
acceptance of our kids that are diagnosed is 
growing, and there is more help available for 
those who need it,” Block said.

ASU is doing this event so it can do its part 

to spread awareness about autism.
“This event is about shining a light on autism,” 

Cid said. “The student-led organization, Autism 
Speaks U, is leading efforts on campus to raise 
awareness about what the condition of autism 
is, its prevalence and how we can help.”

There are events scheduled all over the world 
for Autism Awareness Month.

“On April 2, over 1,800 landmarks 
around the globe participate in this event to 
commemorate World Autism Day (as declared 
by the United Nations in 2007),” Cid said.

Erica Howell, assistant professor of special 
education, said these landmarks include 
Rockefeller Center in New York, The New 
York Stock Exchange, Christ the Redeemer in 
Brazil, The Sydney Opera House in Australia, 
Niagara Falls in Canada, Kobe Port Towers 
in Japan, Bahrain World Trade Center and 
the Empire State Building. Howell is co-
sponsoring the event.

“As you can see, these are major landmarks,” 
said Howell.

ASU will have a table set up during the week.
“A table will be located next to the TSU and 

at various restaurants during Restaurant Week 
in Fullerton,” Howell said. 

CSUF is the first Southern California 
campus to participate, she said.

However, according to Block, Cal State 
Northridge, UC Irvine and UC San Diego are 
also participating.

Light It Up Blue isn’t the only event Autism 
Speaks U is doing in April.

According to a document released by 
Howell, Restaurant Week will also take place 
that week. Throughout the week, participating 
restaurants will give proceeds to Autism Speaks 
U on a specific day.

A blue cupcake eating contest will be held 
April 3 on Titan Walk. Wear Blue Day is April 
4, and a movie screening will be held that night 
in the TSU at Pavillion C. April 5 is Trivia 
Night in the TSU Underground Pub. There 
will also be a discussion panel called “Wretches 
and Jabberers” held in TSU Pavillion C April 
17 from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Howell will be 
a guest speaker at the panel. An adult on the 
autism spectrum, Rebbecca Gough, will also be 
a guest speaker during the discussion.

The Autism Speaks organization was 
founded in 2005 by Suzanne and Bob Wright, 
who are grandparents of a child with autism. 
The organization is the world’s leading autism 
science and advocacy organization.

ASI: Student government over the years
 ASI has contributed 

three student-funded 
buildings to campus

MEC VALLE
Daily Titan

 The Light It Up Blue week-
long event aims to raise 
global awareness for autism 

RICHARD ANDERSON
Daily Titan

 Football and tuition 
among the talking points 
of the ASI contenders

LANCE MORGAN
Daily Titan

Students are fed at one of ASI’s cookouts, which are events designed to create a bridge between ASI and students.
CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan

Blue lights up for AutismCandidates 
introduce 
platforms 
and ideas
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While many students were spending their spring 
break drowning in alcohol at various tropical locales, 
our Associated Students, Inc. candidates have been 
hard at work. I recently had the opportunity to 
interview each of the president/vice president teams 
in order to provide you (the voter) with an analysis 
of their platforms and experience. In a fierce game 
of thrones that took place in the cozy recesses of 
Cantina Lounge, the brave candidates explained why 
they deserve to hold the top jobs in ASI.

There are three teams making a bid for ASI 
president and vice president: Jeffrey Benson is running 
with Robert Perez, Dwayne Mason Jr. with Katie 
Ayala and Brenda Lopez with Jessica Hernandez. In 
order to ensure that you are able to make an informed 
decision, I have listed the good aspects about each 
team, along with the bad and the ugly:

Benson/Perez Campaign

The Good: These gentlemen do not fit the mold 
of the “typical” candidate for student government. 
Benson spent four years in the Navy before returning 
to college. Perez is an alumnus with a bachelor’s in 
psychology and a secondary teaching credential. Both 
of the candidates were critical of incoming Cal State 
Fullerton President Mildred Garcia’s enormous salary 
and have volunteered to take a 25 percent pay cut if 
elected in order to set an example. To illustrate the 
campaign’s opposition toward the recent enrollment 
freezes, coupled with increased administrator pay, 
Perez insightfully suggested that the economic model 
of the CSU system is feudalism. Compared to the 
other teams, the Benson campaign was the most 
specific in their platform, which primarily consists of 
a long-term plan to invest student money in athletics 
programs in order to acquire external revenue.

The Bad and the Ugly: The Benson campaign’s 
athletics plan would require the eventual imposition 
of a $200-per-year fee on each CSUF student. While 
their long-term goal of improving athletics and 
creating a football team seems like a worthy goal at 

first glance, the costs for these investments would 
primarily be borne by the students themselves. 
Moreover, Benson and Perez have less student 
government experience than the other candidates.

Mason/Ayala Campaign

The Good: In terms of experience, Mason and 
Ayala are the most well-rounded of all the candidates. 
Mason has served as president of the Sigma Nu 
fraternity in addition to being heavily involved in ASI. 
Also heavily involved in ASI, vice president candidate 
Ayala served as director of Standards and Ethics for 
the Alpha Delta Pi sorority. The Mason campaign has 
made an effort to reach out to a wide range of campus 
organizations in order to increase communication 
and involvement. Similar to the Benson campaign, 
Mason and Ayala have committed to donating 25 
percent of their salary to student scholarships. 

Referring to the pay increase recently granted to 
incoming President Garcia, Mason suggested that 
“it’s a slap in the face to students … Especially the fact 
that this came out right after they cut spring 2013 
enrollment.” 

Both candidates were well informed about higher 
education budget issues, and were staunch in their 
support of our faculty.

The Bad and the Ugly: Though the Mason 
campaign is making attempts to reach out to the 
greater campus community, both Mason and Ayala 
are Greeks. Greeks tend to hold a disproportionate 
number of leadership positions in ASI, and whether 
or not Mason and Ayala will succeed in their outreach 
plans remains to be seen.

Lopez/Hernandez Campaign

The Good: Lopez and Hernandez complement 
each other very well. While Lopez is more soft-
spoken and measured in her mannerisms, Hernandez 
comes across as a bit of a firebrand. Their synergy has 
served them well in their shared experience serving 
in various Latino organizations on campus such as 
Mesa Cooperativa. Based on their backgrounds, they 
seem genuine in their concern for minority issues on 

campus, focusing on the groups they often refer to 
as “underrepresented.” The Lopez campaign intends 
to propose additional student scholarships based on 
need. Lopez and Hernandez both insisted that they 
are not running for the money, and suggested that 
they would look for ways to cut the pay of the ASI 
executive staff.

The Bad and the Ugly: Lopez and Hernandez 
have a very limited breadth of leadership experience 
outside of Latino and cultural institutions. One 
disturbing incident occurred during my interview 
with the Lopez campaign: When I asked about an 
organizer Lopez promised to bring to the campus 
(if elected), Lopez refused to provide his name, even 
after repeated requests. In defense of her refusal 
to provide the information, Lopez stated that the 
organizer requested that she not release his identity 
until the upcoming candidates’ debate. With the 
election already underway, delaying the release of 
such information interferes with the media’s ability to 
properly scrutinize the candidates. 

“It’s not a bad thing that we’re keeping it from the 
media,” Lopez said. 

Anyone who desires accountability and 
transparency from their government officials should 
be alarmed by this statement.

Winter is coming; enrollment is being slashed, 
tuition continues to rise and administrators are 
getting huge pay increases. But fear cuts deeper than 
swords, and we must ensure that we elect the best 
representatives possible in order to stave off the threats 
coming from beyond the familiar walls of CSUF.

Based on my analysis thus far, I would rank the 
candidates in the following order:

1.  Mason/Ayala; because they are the most 
informed, the most qualified and the least 
objectionable.

2. Benson/Perez; because they have a visionary 
(but costly and burdensome) plan to increase external 
revenue.

3. Lopez/Hernandez; because the scope of their 
experience is far too limited, and because I have 
doubts about the openness of their administration.

EDITORIAL

With the rise of tuition costs 
and the proposal of a California 
State University enrollment 
freeze for spring 2013, our main 
concern is how the student voice 
will be represented at Cal State 
Fullerton. 

The Associated Students, Inc. 
elections are being thrown at 
us right after spring break with 
little to no time for candidates to 
make a strong case for why we 
should elect them to represent 
us during a time of a higher 
education crisis.

With this in mind, we implore 
the elected candidates to seek an 
active role in speaking out against 
budget cuts, rising administrative 
pay and the corporatization of 
higher education. 

We are a public university and 
students should not be seen as 
human capital. 

We do not and can not hold 
ASI accountable for directly 
solving these issues; however, 
we do expect the elected officials 
to speak out whenever possible 
in the best interest of a quality 
higher education for all CSUF 
students.

We want to see the resources 
we have available still around, 
such as our health center, library 
and access to technology. 

However, we are concerned 
about upcoming construction 
projects, such as the Titan 
Student Union renovation 
proposal that ASI publicized 
during its cookout in February. 

As a result of hiring expensive 
consultants and engaging in 
these type of projects, we are 
seeing a campus less focused on 
academia and more focused on 
gaining a reputation for having 
the fanciest buildings. 

In addition, our education 
is at stake as a whole as we are 
experiencing a 318 percent 
increase in tuition since 2002. 

We are seeing more part-
time professors, less tenured 
professors, glitches in classroom 
technology and reduced class 
offerings.

While our university 
continues to build expensive 
on-campus housing, the parking 
situation for commuter students 
is miserable. 

Those of us who can barely 
afford the $220 parking pass 
are having to circle the campus 

for more than an hour to find a 
parking spot. 

These are just some of the 
growing concerns on campus 
that we hope ASI can advocate 
on our behalf for changes that 
benefit all students.

We want transparency of the 
elected ASI officials as well as 
direct student engagement. 

Many students do not know 
what ASI is or their function. 
ASI needs to expand outreach 
efforts to let us know what they 
are doing for us. 

While the night student 
outreach program this semester 
is a commendable effort, it needs 
to be continued on a larger scale, 
and more frequently. 

The outreach should not only 
include what the ASI can provide 
for students, but also include a 
dialogue about what students 
would like to see on campus. 

Our university is in need of 
a two-way dialogue with ASI 
through bigger, more publicized 
events on campus.

This concludes our 
expectations of CSUF’s future 
student presidential team, 
but does not exclude our 
expectations of the remainder of 
the student body. 

As the voters, our obligations 
to our university are much 
less strenuous than what ASI 
officials take on themselves, but  
we should be reminded that 
casting the ballot can make all 
the difference in the election’s 
impact. 

As students, we have to also 
reach out to ASI to ensure 
they are representing our best 
interests. 

If we do not vote for our 
representatives, we are not 
fulfilling our own duties. 

We need to pay attention 
to those running as well as the 
candidates that end up being 
elected. 

We have to hold ASI officials 
accountable for what they do 
at CSUF, and the officials are 
responsible for reaching out to 
students to inform us about their 
role on campus.

The future of our university 
lies within your coveted votes 
to be received Wednesday and 
Thursday, and we urge every 
proud Titan to make their voice 
heard at the ballot box.

Elections are the perfect 
time for everyone to put 
their heads together

ASI presidential candidate Dwayne Mason Jr. (right) and vice-presidential candidate Katie Ayala (left) seem like a strong running team. But they, nor the Jeffrey Benson/Robert Perez campaign, 
nor the Brenda Lopez/Jessica Hernandez campaign can lead Cal State Fullerton to the top without your help. Everyone has an opinion — make yours heard by voting Wednesday or Thursday.

Courtesy of Dwayne Mason Jr.

ASI Elections: A ‘Game of Thrones’

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters must 

include the sender’s first and last name. Students must include their 
majors and other writers must include their affiliation to the university, 
if applicable. Letters must refer to an article published within the last 
week. Once a letter is submitted it becomes property of the Daily 
Titan. Publication of letters is based on the validity of content and 
may be edited for length, grammar and spelling. Letters may be sent 
to dteditorinchief@gmail.com.

PETER CORNETT
For the Daily Titan
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Hearing the tales 
of the greatest 
American heroes

Everyone thinks they know what it 
means to be a hero. 

Children grow up thinking that a hero 
can range from someone in a cape and 
tights to an athlete like Derek Jeter. 

When people are asked, “Who is your 
hero?” or “Who do you look up to?” they 
will often respond with, “Kobe Bryant, 
Aaron Rodgers or Albert Pujols.” 

They look at their statistics and try to 
figure out how to be like them. 

Sure, those athletes may be great people, 
but they aren’t true heroes. 

Heroes are those that forget about 
themselves in order to help others. The 
truest and most honorable men in America 
are the recipients of the Congressional 
Medal of Honor. 

I went to a Medal of Honor symposium 
at the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 
in February to listen to a few honorable 
men speak about what it means to be brave 
and sacrifice one’s self in the name of others.

Listening to these men speak was one of 
the greatest experiences of my life. 

Four of the 83 living recipients of 
the medal spoke to local children from 
numerous elementary, middle and high 
schools about the meaning of bravery and 
self-sacrifice.

From the beginning of the event, I felt a 
great sense of pride in being an American. 
I was fortunate enough to sit next to these 
men as the symposium started. I couldn’t 
believe it. It was truly awe-inspiring to sit 
next to our country’s heroes. 

Once on stage, the recipients took 
questions from the live audience as well as 
an online audience. 

I sat still the entire time because I was 
enthralled with what they were saying. The 
stories that they told jerked my reactions 
from awestruck, excited, shocked and 

even saddened. Their deeds inspired me 
and some of the more gore-filled stories 
repulsed me. 

The strongest emotion that I felt was 
sadness — I was saddened by the fact that 
many people aren’t aware of what the Medal 
of Honor is. 

Everyone knows who Kobe Bryant is. I 
found myself angry and embarrassed that 
hordes of U.S. citizens don’t understand 
the true meaning of the Medal of Honor. 
People think that those who receive the 
award “win” it. 

You don’t win the Medal of Honor. The 
recipients will tell you that right away. 
There isn’t a certain point total that one has 
to meet in order to be awarded the medal.

 You have to go far beyond the call of 
duty in order to be eligible to receive the 
Medal of Honor. 

Whether it was taking their team through 
heavily defended terrain and drawing fire so 
their squad could get to safety, flying into 
heavy fire to withdraw critically injured 
soldiers, carrying their commander to safety 
after being injured three different times on 
one mission or rescuing 51 soldiers with 
three different helicopters, these men went 
above and beyond the call of duty to help 
their fellow soldiers. 

It was the experience of a lifetime to be 
able to listen to the stories of what these 
men endured. 

I was fortunate enough to have lunch 
with the men in President Reagan’s private 
dining room and hold a one-on-one 
conversation with them. 

I will always remember that day as the 
moment in my life when I found out who 
my heroes really are because of the impact 
that they left with me. 

 Medal of Honor recipients 
contribute more to society 
than politicians and athletes 

GARRETT FISCH
For the Daily Titan

The strongest emotion 
that I felt was sadness — 

I was saddened by the fact that 
many people don’t know what 
the Medal of Honor is.

JOEY BECERRA / Daily Titan

Off to buy the next state

Like every other election, numbers are key. Unlike most other elections, the figure of highest importance for the Republican presidential candidates is money.  
The amount of money spent on this campaign, especially by candidate Mitt Romney, was highly publicized over the last few months.



The Grammy Award-winning 
experimental rock band, The Mars 
Volta, continues to mystify the ears of 
listeners with their latest masterpiece, 
Noctourniquet, which was released on 
March 26. 

Taking over three years to record, 
bandleader, producer and guitarist 
Omar Rodriguez-Lopez took his 
dictatorial leadership to a whole new 
level for Noctourniquet. Personally 
writing most of the music, Rodriguez-
Lopez brought in his “collaborators,” 
who he wanted to appear on the album. 
Working with them one-on-one, 
Rodriguez-Lopez basically controlled 
the sound and concept of the album. 
Implementing drastic lineup changes, 
he went through the press to let his ex-
bandmates know they weren’t going to 
be a part of The Mars Volta any longer. 

This controlling mechanism 
Rodriguez-Lopez uses, however, 
is what makes The Mars Volta so 
appealing. By adding mastermind 
Deantoni Parks’ unorthodox beat, and 
parting ways with longtime keyboardist 
Isaiah “Ikey” Owens, the musicianship 
was leveled for the bandmates to 
complement each other’s personal 
styles. Calming down on the constant 
demanding guitar solos, Rodriguez-
Lopez introduces a smooth, intricate 
overall tone to the record, compared to 
their erratic, complicated sound from 
previous releases. Drawing from the 
inspirations of ‘60s baseball star 
Roberto Clemente, to the Greek 
mythological figure Hyacinthus 
and to childhood nursery rhymes, 
Noctourniquet exploits the element 
of surprise. 

“Aegis” is a track that starts off 
beautifully calm and evolves into 

a booming parade of progressive 
thunder and lightning. Cedric Bixler-
Zavala, the easily-recognized vocalist, 
continues to expand his high-as-clouds 
vocal range to deep monotone bellows, 
like in “The Malkin Jewel.” 

On the opening track, “The Whip 
Hand,” Bixler-Zavala demonstrates his 
freakish, yet soothing delivery over the 
crashing heavy synthesizer. Delivering 
his usual off-the-wall lyrics, Bixler-
Zavala wails his poetry — “Antidote 
claps with thunder/From a gash of 
staple rain,” (“Zed and Two Naughts”).  

When you find yourself in sync 
with the unique beats, you realized 
that you have fallen into the realm 
of Parks’ new wave, complicated 
drumming style. Relentlessness best 
describes Parks’ contribution to the 
album, as his presence is always felt, 
even in the softest of beats. Not to 
be outshined, Rodriguez-Lopez 
electrifies the album with his short, but 
sweet Jimi Hendrix-like, jazz-infused 
guitar solos (“Molochwalker”) and 
his essentially underrated acoustic 
tracks (“Velamalady”). 

Sound manipulator Lars Stalfors 
also makes his presence known with 
his psychedelic outer space-like effects 
in “Dyslexicon.”

The vast amount of elements on this 
record makes it almost incomparable 
to any other record that exists. Sure, 
you can see hints of influence of Pink 
Floyd’s The Piper Gates Of Dawn 
(minus the spacey feel), but that has 
always been the “direction” of The 
Mars Volta, which they have been 
steering towards since their first album. 

This record magnifies what 
music has been missing — 
experimentation without losing a 
simplified sound. The Mars Volta 
demonstrates this from top to 
bottom on the album. Each track 
can make one go from a trance of 
relaxation into a hysteria of groove 
swings. The Mars Volta continues 
to define a new genre of music that 
would fill up an entire chalkboard 
of adjectives to describe it.  

As a whole, Noctourniquet opens 
the mind to adventure the horizons 
within the magical atmosphere of 
The Mars Volta.
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Album The mArs VolTA

 The Mars Volta keep 
a simplistic sound but 
still dare to experiment 

ERIC HALLER
For the Daily Titan

Creators of “The World’s 
Greatest Hot Sandwich” are 
preparing their newest restaurant 
at Disney’s Downtown Disney this 
summer.   

Earl of Sandwich is a sandwich-
selling franchise founded by 
the family of the 11th Earl of 
Sandwich. Earl of Sandwich is 
a 17th century title used in the 
Peerage of England, which is 
normally associated with the town 
of Sandwich in Kent, England.

In 1762, John Montagu, the 
fourth Earl of Sandwich, was in 
need of a great and quick meal, 
which led him to the idea of 
putting meat between two slices 
of bread. Now the current 11th 
Earl of Sandwich and his family 
remain devoted to the world’s 
most popular quick food that 
carries their name, 250 years later.

Back in 2004, Earl of Sandwich 
partnered with Disney to open its first 
restaurant in Downtown Disney in 
Orlando, Fla. Amy Sadowsky, the vice 
president of public relations for Planet 
Hollywood International, explained 
the success they had in Orlando.

“The first EoS (Earl of Sandwich) 
opened at Disney World in Disney 
Village Marketplace to great 
success. It is a delicious product 
at a very fair price — and that is 
perfect for families on vacation,” 
said Sadowsky.

The restaurant, which is known 
for their fresh artisan bread and 
meats roasted with traditional 
family recipes, now has 17 Earl 
locations worldwide, including a 
location in Disneyland Paris.

The opening of Earl of Sandwich 
in Downtown Disney will be the 
first one to open in California. 
Although the closest Earl of 
Sandwich is in Las Vegas’ Planet 
Hollywood Resort and Casino, the 
delicious sandwich business is still 

well-known among Californians.
“I can’t wait to have an Earl 

of Sandwich so close to me. I 
know exactly what I want — 
The Original 1762. I’m already 
expecting the line to be long, 
but that first bite will make it 
all worth it,” said business major 
Jacqui Sanchez.

The shop serves signature 
hot sandwiches, including The 
Original 1762, which is made 
of roast beef, sharp cheddar and 
horseradish sauce, and another 
favorite, The Earl’s Club, with 
roasted turkey, smoked bacon, 
aged swiss, lettuce, roma tomatoes 
and sandwich sauce.

“No trip to Vegas is complete 
without getting a sandwich from 
Earl of Sandwich. I work close 
to Downtown Disney, so it’ll be 
nice to get an Earl’s Club without 
having to drive four hours away,” 
said computer science major 
Cristina Capacchione.

Pastries, breakfast sandwiches, 
drinks and other items can also be 
found on the menu.

Construction of Earl of 
Sandwich is set to begin now that 
the Compass Books and Cafe 
store, located next to the AMC 
Theatres, closed March 31.

 With the descendants of the 
inventor of the sandwich finally 
in California, large crowds 
are expected to flock to the 
restaurant and be a favorite among 
Disneyland Resort guests, just as 
the Earl of Sandwich restaurant 
has been to guests at the Walt 
Disney World Resort.

Address: 1565 S. Disneyland 
Dr., suite 102, Anaheim.

Film

Lawrence shines as the “Girl on Fire”

Katniss Everdeen captures the 
audience with her wit, charm and 
archery skills.

Katniss (played by Jennifer 
Lawrence, last year’s Academy 
Award nominee for best actress 
in Winter’s Bone) is a 16-year-old 
girl living in District 12 in a post-
apocalyptic America called Panem, 
perhaps a few centuries from now. 
Panem is comprised of 12 districts 
serving the Capitol by producing 
labor, food and resources.

These districts are forced to 
offer tributes (one boy and one 
girl from each district) to compete 
in a Gladiator-style game where 
teens fight to the death. Katniss 
gets caught up in these Hunger 
Games and must use her hunting 
skills to survive.

The Hunger Games (Lionsgate, 
PG-13), directed by Gary Ross 
(Seabiscuit) was adapted from 
Suzanne Collins’ bestseller and 
had a budget of $78 million. 
It made twice that in its first 
weekend, pocketing $152 million 
from America’s screaming teens, 
securing its place as North 

America’s third-best opening 
weekend of all time. That is 
a success in any Hollywood 
executive’s book (aka wallet), 
unlike Disney’s John Carter box 
office flop.

The film catches the novel’s tone 
and its minimalist style works. For 
example, during the reaping scene 
(where Katniss is chosen to compete 
in the games), the stark depression 
of the village is emphasized by 
no soundtrack and awkward 
microphone interference as Effie 
Trinket (Elizabeth Banks) relays the 
government’s hollow promises.

But sometimes the minimalist 
style is too minimal. A highly 
emotional film needs an epic 
soundtrack to complement 
it. While the score, by James 
Newton Howard (Green Lantern), 
is excellent, it lacks a dramatic 
orchestration that has become a 
staple in action dramas like Harry 
Potter and Star Wars.

The two male protagonists, 
Gale Hawthorne and Peeta 
Mellark, do well in their roles. 
Liam Hemsworth (The Last Song) 
perfectly matches Gale’s passion. 
As the games begin, Gale is not 
watching them on TV like every 
other citizen of Panem, but is 
instead sulking in the woods.

Josh Hutcherson does reasonably 
well as Peeta, but he loses his wimpy 
demeanor and underdog qualities 
present in the novel.

Peeta has a wish to defeat the 
Capitol, saying, “I just keep wishing 
I could think of a way to show them 
that they don’t own me. If I’m gonna 

die, I wanna still be me.”
Gamemaker Seneca Crane (Wes 

Bently) had the film’s second-greatest 
acting (after Katniss). His beard alone 
is amazing, but his perspective in 
the game’s “control room” provides 
context to what is really happening in 
the Hunger Games.

Part of the novel’s attraction as 
a film adaptation are its cameras 
and Survivor-esque reality TV feel.

But curiously, the film did not 
use extensive camera footage from 
the hidden cameras in the arena. 

A more active presence would 
have been more powerful. For 
example, showing Katniss’ family 
and Gale’s reaction to when she 
was stuck in the tree next to a 
hidden camera.

Musician Lenny Kravitz tried too 
hard to be memorable as Cinna, 
Katniss’ stylist, but Stanley Tucci 
(The Devil Wears Prada) is a brilliant 
as Caesar Flickerman, a comedic 
talk show host in the likes of Conan 
O’Brien and Jay Leno.

Haymitch transformation to 
the screen is the film’s biggest 
disappointment. Woody Harrelson 
(Zombieland) is decent, but he 

failed in portraying Haymitch’s 
personality. First of all, Haymitch 
is drunk, immature and violent. 
In the film, he is level-headed at 
times and sobers up.

There are plans to produce the 
rest of the trilogy. In one of the 
few scenes not contained in the 
novel, one of the districts starts 
a riot. This foreshadowing gives 
more context to the revolts in the 
next novel, Catching Fire.

The Hunger Games provides a 
good foundation, and with some 
improvement in the sequels, the 
film series could do justice to its 
literary counterpart.

The verdict: Katniss shines 
beautifully. As Caesar Flickerman says, 
“Katniss Everdeen, the Girl on Fire!”

TIM WORDEN
Daily Titan

The hunger games

 The film adaptation 
of a battle to the death 
matches the novel well 

 Descendants of the 
sandwich inventor sees 
first California location

VANESSA TANABE
For the Daily Titan

Earl of Sandwich 
comes to the OC

The Hunger Games 
... had a budget of $78 
million. It made twice that in 
its first weekend, pocketing 
$152 million.

I can’t wait to have 
an Earl of Sandwich 

so close to me. I know 
exactly what I want — The 
Original 1762

Jacqui Sanchez
Business Major

Courtesy of MCT
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Big West Conference play opened over the weekend 
for the Cal State Fullerton softball team as it traveled 
to the Central Valley to play a three-game series 
against the Cal Poly San Luis Obispo Mustangs.

The Titans went 2-1 to capture the series, winning 
the first and last game of the weekend play.

CSUF defeated the Mustangs in game three on 
Sunday, 7-0, to cap the series. 

Desiree Ybarra (9-9) took the mound for the Titans 
and pitched a five-hit complete game shutout to help 
her team move to 14-17 overall and 2-1 in conference 
play.

While Ybarra was in complete control on the 
mound, the Titans’ bats were hot as they put together 
nine hits in the victory.

After Adri Martinez walked and advanced to second 
base on a Nicole Johnson single up the middle, Eliza 
Crawford singled to right field, bringing Martinez 
across home plate to give the Titans a 1-0 lead in the 
top of the first inning. 

Anissa Young then hit a three-run home run to left 
field to put the Titans up 4-0.

CSUF would add two insurance runs in the sixth 
and one in the seventh, which was more than enough 
for Ybarra.

Ashley Carter and Leesa Harris each had two hits 

for the Titans, while Gabby Aragon and Jena Rubio 
also added one hit apiece.

Game two, which was delayed to Sunday due to 
rain in the forecast Saturday, saw the Titans fall to the 
Mustangs, 4-1. 

Jordan Yates took the circle for Cal Poly SLO and 
went the distance, only allowing four hits and one 
run. Katey Laben (0-1) got the loss and had a rocky 
start in her first outing of the season for the Titans, 
allowing four runs and eight hits in five innings of 
work before being relieved by Ybarra.

The Mustangs jumped out to an early 2-0 lead in 
the bottom of the second inning on a Mariah Cochiolo 
RBI double and Whitley Gerhart RBI single. 

A Cochiolo solo home run in the fourth and an 
Emily Ceccacci bases-loaded walk that scored Kim 
Westlund extended the Mustangs’ lead to 4-0 after 
five innings.

CSUF would score its only run of the game in 
the top of the sixth when Young’s RBI single plated 
Johnson, who walked earlier in the inning.

Johnson, Young, Harris and Crawford managed to 
get the only hits for the Titans in the game.  

In game one on Saturday, CSUF defeated Cal Poly 
SLO, 10-2, in six innings after an hour-long rain 
delay. 

Johnson led the Titans going 3-3 from the plate, 
including a home run, while adding four RBIs. The 
Titans put together 12 hits in the victory.

Ybarra went the distance in the circle for the Titans 
and got the win in her eighth start. 

Ybarra struck out four while only allowing two 
runs on 10 hits. Chloe Wurst took the loss for the 

Mustangs in six innings of work.
Harris also went 3-3 from the plate and scored three 

runs for the Titans, while Carter was 2-2, adding one 
RBI and two runs scored.

CSUF never trailed in the game and led the 
Mustangs, 6-1, before the rain delay. 

The Titans then tallied four more runs in the 

sixth upon returning to the diamond after the delay 
en route to the victory. CSUF scored runs in every 
inning except the fifth.

The Titans return home to host UC Santa Barbara 
Friday in a doubleheader at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to begin 
a three-game series with the Gauchos at Anderson 
Family Field.  

Contact  Us at  dtsportsdesk@gmai l .com
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 The Titans traveled to Cal Poly 
SLO, winning the first and last game 
to begin season 2-1 in conference

GREG WOODSON
Daily Titan

Coming off a much-needed 
win against Colorado State, a 
confident Cal State Fullerton 
tennis team welcomed Amherst 
College to Titan Courts Friday. 

Unfortunately for the Titans, 
the Lady Jeffs squeaked out of 
Fullerton with a narrow 4-3 
nonconference win.

Titan Head Coach Bill Reynolds 
was impressed with the gutsiness 
his team showed after being down 
in a couple of matches.

“We were down in a few of 
those matches so we fought hard,” 
said Reynolds. “We got down 

3-0 and fought back to tie it up 
three all and it came down to the 
tiebreaker. They fought hard and 
that’s all I can ask of them.”

The day did not start out well 
for CSUF, losing two of its three 
doubles matches. 

Junior Avriel Tomalko and 
freshman Jessica Pepa couldn’t 
seem to get anything going at the 
No. 3 spot. 

They were down 5-2 early and 
eventually lost 8-3.

At the No. 1 spot, juniors Tiffany 
Mai and Morgan McIntosh fought 
hard but eventually fell, 8-5. 

Mai and McIntosh looked like 
they were going to pull away after 
being up 5-4. 

During a furious rally, Mai 
threw up an overhand shot that 
zipped by the two Amherst players. 

Shouts of “wow” were heard 
from all over the sidelines.

The Lady Jeffs were able to 
brush that aside, win four straight 
points and take the victory. 

The loss did not sit well with a 
disappointed McIntosh.

“I think we played them right, 
we were being aggressive but at the 
same time just not moving that 
much,“ said McIntosh. “There 
were too many balls going down 
the center of the court that weren’t 
being taken advantage of. 

We just need to keep working 
on moving towards the center and 
hitting more balls out of the way.”

Junior Monica Rodriguez and 
freshman Kalika Slevcove garnered 
the lone victory for the Titans, 
winning 8-6 at the No. 2 spot. 

The match was tied 5-5 but 

good teamwork and big shots put 
Rodriguez and Slevcove over the 
top.

The Titans played much better 
at singles, winning three of the six 
matches. 

McIntosh defeated Laura Danzig 
6-2, 6-7, 6-3; Malorie De La Cruz 
beat Caroline Richman 7-5, 6-3; 
and Kalika Slevcove downed Zoe 
Pangalos 6-4, 7-6.  

In the deciding match of the day, 
Pepa lost to Aly 3-6, 6-3, 7-6. Pepa 
felt there was nothing more she could 
have done against her opponent.

“I fought my hardest and put it all 
on the table,” said Pepa. “I was down 
4-1. I could have easily thrown in the 
towel and lost 6-1, but I came back 
and lost 7-6. I think that’s a pat on 
the back for myself.”

CSUF tennis will now have to go 

up against rival Cal State Long Beach 
49ers. 

Reynolds knows this one isn’t 
going to be easy.

“We just have to get up there and 
play loose and see what happens. 
They’re good. They’re tops in the 
conference,” he said.

The Titans play at Cal State Long 
Beach April 12 at 2 p.m.

Softball team wins road conference opener

The Cal State Fullerton softball team celebrates after a run is scored during a game earlier this season. The Titans opened up 
conference play with a series win over Cal Poly SLO. They will host the Gauchos in a doubleheader Friday and game three 
Saturday and look to win another conference series.

ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan

Titans lose a 
close one to 
No. 3 Amherst
 The tennis team 

made a comeback 
before losing final set
ANGEL MENDOZA
Daily Titan

I fought my 
hardest and put it 

all on the table. I could 
have easily thrown in the 
towel and lost 6-1, but I 
came back and lost 7-6.

Jessica Pepa
No. 6 singles player
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Aries (March 21-April 19) Wait to make a final 
decision; there’s no need to rush. Think over all 
the hidden options. Take a hike or get into physi-
cal action, and the perfect answer percolates.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Yesterday’s fool 
had pranks (or not). Today you may as well wait 
to make a move. The joke would fall flat. Keep 
planning, and analyze a strategy for success.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) Cash flow improves, and you 
feel more balanced now. It’s not as much as you hoped, or as 
little as you’d feared. Stick with the facts, and let the rest go.

Cancer (June 22-July 22)  Abundance is yours. Sync sched-
ules with your partner. Some of the things you try might not 
work, but your community has all the resources you need.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Don’t fear exploration 
and adventure. Finish tasks at work, work out the 
finances and make it happen. You have what 
it takes. Whatever you lack can be found close by.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You may find an answer 
in a dream. You’re wiser than you realize. Big sto-
ries are just that. You feel more balanced and 
assured, so take on a new leadership role.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Meditate for equilib-
rium, and that peace gives you focus and strength 
to power through the day. It’s not a good day for 
travel. Distractions could tempt. Stick to basics.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Stick to your principles. 
Ask for what you want. Generate harmony at home. 
Friends and finances don’t mix for about thirty 
hours, so postpone money talk. Get some sunshine.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Don’t fear the 
road less traveled. You’re likely to find romance 
along the way. Avoid financial risks, though. 
Trust your intuition and dance into the night.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) When all else fails 
(or before it does), focus on the small details. 
It’s easy to get distracted from your finan-
cial goals. Adaptation is key. Watch the trail ahead.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)   Start the week with an injection 
of optimism and self-confidence. Focus on abundance, even 
if it seems impossible. You can rely on others, and they on you.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Your imagination 
comes in handy to solve a work problem. Beware 
of a mirage, financially speaking. Reward your-
self with good amounts of deep, delicious rest.
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ACROSS
1 Jon of “Mad Men”
5 Knight fights

11 Roll of dough
14 Slangy prefix

meaning “super”
15 Oust from office
16 Ornamental

climbing plant
17 Roller coaster

feature
18 Batter’s position
19 Anonymous John
20 One completely

lacking morals
23 Small batteries
24 Sound preceding

“Oof!”
25 2009 Will Ferrell

dinosaur movie
32 Vaudeville show
33 Landlord’s

contract
34 Paid athlete
36 “__ it now”:

“Understood”
37 Writer H.H. or Alice
38 Security breach
39 Place for pickups
40 They may be

cracked using
stethoscopes

41 Abacus pieces
42 Woman with

varying roles in
Arthurian legend

45 __ guzzler
46 Indian bread
47 What exacting

judges follow
55 __ Mahal
56 Political fugitive
57 Delude
58 Big fuss
59 Singer Bette
60 Team on a farm
61 Alphabet ender
62 Animals for 5-

Across
63 Call to a queue

DOWN
1 Boat’s bottom
2 “Peek-__!”
3 Siamese sound
4 Longtime logo

with a top hat and
monocle

5 Exactly right
6 Suspicious of
7 Defense gp. with

pilots
8 Mailed
9 Gadget

measuring rpm
10 Church high

point
11 Hairline’s

midpoint,
perhaps

12 Swear
13 Change the color

of, as hair
21 “Smooth

Operator” singer
22 Lav in Leeds
25 Word before pad

or tender
26 Common man

with a six-pack?
27 Plump (up)
28 Basic principle
29 Severe
30 That, in Tijuana
31 Swap
32 You might brush

barbecue sauce
on one

35 Approves

37 “Little Red Book”
writer

38 Used for support
40 Gamblers’

methods
41 Dull
43 “Who __?”: New

Orleans Saints’
fans chant

44 Keys in
47 Stow below
48 Give off

49 Disney World’s
Space Mountain,
e.g.

50 Leer at
51 Wilma

Flintstone’s guy
52 Opulence
53 Highest point
54 “What __

wrong?”
55 Looney Tunes

devil, casually

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved
By Jeff Chen 4/2/12
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The Cal State Fullerton baseball team didn’t 
let a little rain cool their bats as they guaranteed 
themselves another series win by taking the 
second game of a three-game stint with Cal State 
Northridge Saturday evening at Goodwin Field, 
8-6.

The Titans (17-9, 2-0) pounded out 12 hits in 
Friday’s opener with the CSUN Matadors (11-15, 
0-2) and then carried that momentum at the plate 
into game two as they racked up another 14 hits in 
Saturday’s victory.

The second through the fifth hitters in the heart 
of the Titans lineup — Anthony Trajano, Michael 
Lorenzen, Carlos Lopez and Matt Chapman — 
went an eye-popping 11-for-18 (.611) in the game. 

Trajano was particularly hot, going 4-4 and 
raising his batting average from .231 to .302.

“I felt really good. I was seeing the ball really 
well,” said Trajano. “I have a certain spot where I 
look for it (the ball), and if the pitcher throws it 
there with the right pitch I’ll take a hack at it.”

The Titans got off to a quick start in the bottom 
of the first, scoring twice. 

With one out, Trajano singled and moved to third 
on a single by Lorenzen, who took second when they 
threw to third in an attempt to get Trajano.

Lopez then singled sharply down the third-base 
line to score both runners and pick up two more 
runs batted in. 

He had one more in the game, giving him three 
for the game and a team-leading 17 for the season.

CSUF got another run in the second on the legs 
of Ivory Thomas. 

He reached first on an error, and then proceeded 
to steal second and third base, eventually coming 
home on a ground ball deep in the hole off the bat 
of Chad Wallach.

The Titans would add two more runs in the 
third when Trajano led off with a single and took 
second on a throwing error by CSUN pitcher Alex 
Muren (L, 5-2). 

Lorenzen followed with a single to score Trajano, 
and he would later reach second on a wild pitch.

Lopez came up next and fooled everyone in 
the park with a perfect bunt single, and when the 
ball got away from Matador first baseman Marty 
Bowen, it allowed Lorenzen to score, making it 5-0 
Titans.

Titan starting pitcher Kenny Mathews faced 
only one batter over the minimum through the first 
three innings, but when he came out in the fourth 
he seemed to lose his control as he walked the first 
batter and hit the next two with pitches.

The Matadors would go on to score four runs in 
the fourth inning and Mathews was removed with 
two outs in favor of Dimitri DeLaFuente (W, 1-0). 

Mathews was charged with all four runs in the 
inning, making the score 5-4 in favor of the Titans.

“The ball started running on him and he didn’t 
know where it was going,” said Head Coach Rick 
Vanderhook. “They scored four runs on one hit, 
and you can’t do that … he just got behind.”

CSUF would get two back in the fifth when 
Trajano and Lorenzen both singled and moved to 
second and third on a passed ball. 

Lopez got one run home with a chopper to short, 
and Matt Chapman got Lorenzen home with a 
single, giving the Titans some breathing room.

The Titans got one more in the seventh and the 
Matadors scored another in the eighth, putting the 
score at 8-5 Titans. 

But CSUN would not quit as they threatened 
again in the ninth.

That brought Lorenzen in from center to replace 
Willie Kuhl. He gave up a triple which scored the 
Matadors last run, but went on to close the game 
out and earn his 10th save.

“I felt really good (at the plate), just relaxed and 
calm. I felt really confident today in the first three 
at bats,” said Lorenzen. “My arm felt pretty good 
… I just tried to throw strikes and let them make 
contact and let my defense work, and they put the 
ball in play and we made outs.”

 Heart of batting order gave 
the baseball team a lift in first 
conference series of season 
MARK PAYNE
Daily Titan

Game two of the Tempe, Ariz. 
series proved to be a different 
story for the No. 13 Cal State 
Fullerton baseball team as it 
was able to put together 18 hits 
in the 9-5 victory over the No. 
14 Arizona State University Sun 
Devils Wednesday at Packard 
Stadium.

The Titans left Tempe with a 
1-1 split in the two-game series.

CSUF took an early 1-0 lead 
in the top of the first inning 
when Michael Lorenzen’s single 
to right field scored Richy 
Pedroza from third base. 

ASU would tie the game 1-1 
in the bottom half of the second 
before seeing the Titans rally 
for three runs in the top of the 
fourth to regain the lead 4-1.

The Titans would go on to 
score two more runs in the 
seventh and three in the ninth, 
while the Sun Devils only 
managed to put up one in the 
fifth, two in the eighth and one 
in the ninth.

Richy Pedroza and Austin 
Kingsolver each had three hits in 
the game, and four other Titans 
had two hits apiece.

Titan Tyler Peitzmeier got 
the win in 3.1 innings pitched, 
and Billy Young took the loss for 
the Sun Devils. Titan Michael 
Lorenzen got the save.

The Titans moved to 16-9 
overall, and the victory snapped 
a two-game losing streak.  

The Titans also avoided 
getting shut out for the third 
consecutive game. Prior to game 
two, CSUF had a combined 12 
hits before the 18-hit outburst 
against ASU.

Titans get 18 hits
game two win

Briefs by Greg Woodson

DTBRIEFS

The No. 13 Cal State Fullerton 
Titans baseball team lost to the  
No. 14 Arizona State University 
Sun Devils 1-0 Tuesday in the first 
game of a two-game road series at 
Packard Stadium in Tempe, Ariz.

Four ASU pitchers combined 
on the seven-hit shutout, and Sun 
Devil Robert Ravago got the win 
in 2.2 innings of work. 

Titan pitcher Koby Gauna 
took the loss in five innings on 
the mound.

Gauna walked out of a base 
loaded no-out jam in the fifth 
before allowing the earned run in 
the sixth. 

Gauna recieved his second loss 
of the season to bring his season 
record to 2-2.

Sun Devil Joey DeMichele 
singled through the right side 
to score Andrew Aplin in the 
bottom of the sixth inning to put 
the only run of the game on the 
board. 

Aplin had reached base earlier 
in the inning on a double and 
later swiped third base to get into 
scoring position.

Carlos Lopez and Anthony 
Trajano had two hits apiece 
for the Titans, while Michael 
Lorenzen, Richy Pedroza and 
J.D. Davis each had one hit in 
the loss.

After losing to Oral Roberts, 
3-0, on March 24, the Tuesday 
defeat to ASU marked only the 
third time in CSUF’s Division I 
history play that the Titans have 
been shut out in back-to-back 
games. 

They were last shut out in 
back-to-back games March 18 
(2-0 at USC) and March 21 (2-0 
at UCSB) in 1997.

Titans shut out 
in game one 

Sophomore outfielder Michael Lorenzen swings at an incoming pitch during a game against visiting CSUN this weekend. Lorenzen went 4-4 in game two of the series.

STEPHEN McGLADE / Daily Titan

Hot bats lead Titans to victory 

BASEBALL


	001 Front page 4-2FINAL
	002 News pg2 4-2.2.FINALpdf
	003 News pg3 4-2.111FINALWOOO
	004 News pg4 4-2.FINAL
	005 Opinion pg5 4-2THIS ONE!
	006 Features pg6 4-2FINAL
	007 Detour pg7 4-2.1FINAL
	008 Sports pg8 4-2
	009 4-02classified
	010 Sports pg10 4-2

