
Rick Santorum ended his bid for 
the White House last week, clearing 
the way for Mitt Romney to secure the 
Republican nomination for president.  

The Romney and Obama 
campaigns are focusing their 
resources and energy on each 
other, and super political action 
committees (PAC) are now shifting 
attack ads to more critical parts of 
the country.  

Santorum left the campaign trail 
after losing the Wisconsin primary 
to Romney, who widened his 
delegate lead by 24. Wisconsin is 
expected to be a key battleground 
state in the general election.  

According to a New York Times 
report, Santorum gave an interview 
with the Family Research Council 
and said he had to drop out because 
his campaign was short on money 
and Mitt Romney was outspending 
him by a wide margin.  

According to various reports, 
Obama and Romney campaign 
officials are now focused on vying 
for large donors to fund their general 
election bids.

The 2008 presidential race was 
the most expensive in U.S. history, 
mainly because of Obama’s strategy 
of getting many individual donors 
to contribute through the Internet. 
This happened under the traditional 
structure of campaign fundraising.

In 2012, with the creation of super 
political action committees (PAC), 
Obama will now have to try to stay 
competitive with Romney, who has 
raised more cash through these side 
entities. Super PACs were made legal 
in a 2010 Supreme Court decision.  

“We don’t really know yet what 
the super PACs that were devoted 
to the other candidates are going 
to do because they’re allowed to do 

anything with their money, there 
are virtually no restrictions,” said 
Viveca Novak, communications 
director for the Center of Responsive 
Politics. “It certainly looks like 
there’s a lot of Republican super 
PAC money that can be directed 
against (Obama), but so far, it’s hard 
to say how much will be because 
most presidential super PAC money 
has been aimed by one Republican 
candidate at another.”

According to a Politico report, 
Mitt Romney held a fundraising 
event on Friday at the Edward Jones 
Dome in St. Louis, Mo., speaking to 
a small, wealthy Midwest crowd.

There, Romney gave the 
conservative appeal and brought up 
the issue of gun rights to the crowd 
and said he would stand up for gun 
owners, and that Obama constantly 
tramples on basic freedoms.  

According to a Yahoo! News 
report published Monday, Romney 
has put Beth Myers in charge of the 
search for a running mate. Myers 
was Romney’s former chief of staff 
from his days as the governor of 
Massachusetts.

Romney said that it’s still way too 
early in the process to talk about 
picking a running mate.

At a town hall in Warwick, R.I., 
he said he would consider Santorum 
for the position. 

Regardless, Romney’s vice 
president choice will weigh heavily 
on mass appeal to turn the wider 
electorate in his favor.  

Romney’s success in the primaries 
can be attributed to his persistence 
in attacking Obama’s policies.

Still, primary season is not over, 
with several states like California, 
Utah and New York still scheduled 
to vote.  

The California Republican Party, 
which has a primary scheduled 
for June 5, will not yet make an 
endorsement for president.

A California lawsuit alleges that 
Orange County officials illegally 
diverted $73.5 million from local 
schools and community colleges to 
the county’s general fund.

The lawsuit states that the county 
took “the extraordinary step of 
flouting the law” by redirecting 
property tax payments from schools 
and community colleges to pay for 
its budget and expenses. 

The county had been receiving 
$48 million in Vehicle License 
Fee (VLF) funding annually until 
Senate Bill 89 passed in July 2011, 
which eliminated the funding.

A trial date has not been set but 
the county has 30 days to respond 
from the initial filing, said Ross 
Moody, California deputy attorney 
general, representing the plaintiffs. 

Howard Sutter, a spokesman for 
Orange County, said the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors will 
discuss the lawsuit in a closed 

meeting Tuesday. 
Sutter said the problem began 

when the county was in bankruptcy 
in the mid-1990s. Bonds that 
were sold to pay for the debt had a 
condition that VLF revenue would 
be pledged to the county. 

But that money stopped coming 
when Gov. Jerry Brown signed 
Senate Bill 89 in 2011.

“The county had to look for ways 
to restore that funding because the 
county firmly believes that money 
belongs to Orange County, it was 
not additional revenue that was 
given to the county,” said Sutter. 

The county tried to restore that 
funding with legislation, Sutter said. 

Assemblyman Jose Solorio 
(D-Anaheim) introduced Assembly 
Bill 43 to restore the $48 million 
in VLF funding. It passed the State 
Assembly 60-3 but did not make it 
to the Senate before the end of the 
legislative session, the lawsuit states. 

In November, the state grabbed 
$73.5 million in property taxes 
meant for local school districts, The 
Orange County Register reported.

The social network sensation Instagram has been 
all over the news in the past few weeks. If it isn’t 
offending iPhone users by releasing the app to the 
Android Marketplace, then it’s being bought out 
by Facebook for $1 billion.

Instagram’s success and popularity are no 
surprise to the many who have used it. Cal State 
Fullerton alumna Jenny Colborn, 22, called it the 
picture form of Twitter.

“Personally, I totally believe a picture is worth 
a thousand words,” said Colburn. “I’d rather look 
at a few fun or memorable photos from my close 
friends’ days, than read about a bunch of my 
acquaintances’ posts on Facebook.”

Since Instagram launched in the spring of 2010, 
it has grown rapidly and gained a massive following. 
The mobile app allows you take photos, add filters 
to them and upload them to the Instagram social 
network. Instagram can also be automatically 
formatted to link to Twitter or Facebook feeds, 

spreading the owner’s photos across multiple sites.
Josh Camp, 22, a human communication 

studies major, said he uses Instagram to keep up 
with people.

“If I want to know what someone’s up to,” said 
Camp. “I look at their instagram feed.”

Camp said he prefers to follow other people 
rather than create his own pictures.

“It’s like Twitter but just with pictures — you 
can follow celebrities, friends, check out what’s 
going on in people’s lives,” Camp said. “It’s also a 
great way to keep up with people who live far away 
or that you haven’t seen in a while.”

Another key feature that seems to draw people in 
is the visual component. Photos are more accessible 
to a larger audience, and there’s no language barrier.

“I don’t really care if you say you like the weather 
on Facebook,” said Colborn, “but if you post a 
gorgeous photo of today’s beautiful weather, that’s 
way more interesting.”

Can there be any downside to this medium? 
Colborn said there are a few things about 

the application that make it less great than it 

Fullerton Mayor Sharon Quirk-Silva 
addressed and interacted with residents 
Monday night during the second “State of the 
City” address this year.

Quirk-Silva focused on the theme of 
“Fullerton Moving Forward” while speaking 
on major issues, such as the controversial 
death of Kelly Thomas, the recent cut of state 
redevelopment funds and the upcoming recall 
elections.

Quirk-Silva stressed her responsibility to 
create civic pride within Fullerton’s community 
and build positive relationships between the 
city, its residents and its businesses.

“Call me a cheerleader, perhaps, but one 
of my central responsibilities is to encourage 
and impart civic and institutional pride … 
I am proud of Fullerton, and we are moving 
forward,” said Quirk-Silva. 

Quirk-Silva said the city is starting to renew 
that confidence in several ways, primarily by 
cooperating fully with the Orange County 
district attorney in its investigation and 
prosecution of involved police officers and 
by increasing police department staff training 
on homelessness, mental illness and crisis 
intervention.

“The death of Kelly Thomas has been a 
tragedy for his family and has been traumatic 
for the entire community,” Quirk Silva said. 
“The question before us is how does the city 
renew the public trust in our institutions.” 

Quirk-Silva also announced the city’s plan 
of establishing the Fullerton Homeless and 
Mental Health Task Force.

Jane Rands, a Fullerton resident who 
attended the event, said she is running for city 
council in the upcoming June 5 recall election. 
She is vying for Councilman Don Bankhead’s 
seat should he be recalled, which is the first 
issue on the ballot.
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Rands wants the position 
partially as a result of the Kelly 
Thomas situation.

“I’m an advocate for police 
reform through citizens’ oversight, 
and (I am) working with a local 
group to formulate a proposal to 
bring before the city that we are 
hoping will work alongside the 
reforms that our acting chief of 
police (Dan Hughes) is working 
on right now,” said Rands.

Rands believes that the “code 
of silence” between police hinders 
the ability for reforms.

Despite the death of Thomas, 
Rands observed the positive response 
the community of Fullerton has had. 
For example, a concert earlier in 
the year organized by Ron Thomas 
and the Kelly Thomas Foundation 
helped by filling a truck with canned 
food and clothes to share with the 
homeless.

“It’s actually good to see 
something positive coming out of 
this,” she said.

After Quirk-Silva’s prepared 
statements, she and City Manager 
Joe Felz opened a Q-and-A 
session and discussed the recent 
redevelopment projects in Fullerton, 
as well as future challenges for the 
city after the state cut the allocation 
of redevelopment funds to all 
California cities.

Felz said the city has taken 
redevelopment funding out of all 
the public works projects. Two 
examples are a planned street 
light project and the renovation of 
Hillcrest Park, which relied heavily 
on state redevelopment funds.

Fullerton is no longer expecting 
state funding that could have 
helped advance the framework of 
College Town, Felz said.

Rather, the plan for the project 
will be powered by private 
developers.

“If you are a private developer, 

you will be able to come to that 
area … (It will be) a city within a 
city — a lot of economic potential 
there with that number of people,” 
Felz said.

This will take the risk and 
fear away from the private sector 
developers, when they know that it 
is an equal playing field, Felz said.

Quirk-Silva also said Fullerton 
has been chosen to be the first city 
in Orange County to have a bike-
sharing program. 

“The county determined that due 
to property value increases over the 
years, the county was actually entitled 
to about $73 and a half-million 
compared to the approximately $49 
million it had been receiving in Vehicle 
License Fees before the state took the 
money away,” Sutter said.

However, the lawsuit alleges that, 
under Revenue and Tax Code 97.70, 
this is illegal.

“Instead of using last year’s VLFAA 
(Vehicle License Fee Adjustment 
Amount) amount and adding 
escalation to it, they used a different 
number and basically added $49 
million to their VLFAA in a manner 
that was not permitted under Section 
97.70,” said Moody.

Along with the VLF funding 
miscalculation, the county did not 
make a scheduled payment into an 
Education Revenue Augmentation 
Fund (ERAF), Moody said.

“(Section) 97.70 has pretty clear 
instructions about how to do it, and 
they (the county) chose not to follow 
it,” Moody said.

As a result, the state was forced 
to backfill the $73 million that the 
county should have paid, Moody said.

“We’re asking that they recalculate 
the VLFAA and make full schedule 
payments into their education 

stabilization fund,” Moody said.
The county has aided schools in the 

meantime. 
In January, the board approved 

bridge transfers, loans for schools to 
“tie them over until that state funding 
is received,” Sutter said.

These loans have totaled $25 
million, according to a statement.

“The county was concerned that we 
basically wanted the schools to be held 
harmless in this process,” Sutter said, 
adding that the county will cover the 
loans’ interest costs.

While the state must backfill K-12 
education, it is not obligated to backfill 
community college funds, according 
to the lawsuit.

As a result, Orange County’s 
community colleges will see “reduced 
apportionment of funds” between 
$12 and $15 million, according to the 
lawsuit.

Moody said Chancellor Scott has 
requested that the chancellors of 
Orange County’s four community 
college districts join the lawsuit.

The South Orange County 
Community College District (SOCC) 
has indicated its support alongside 
the county’s three other community 
college districts, said Tere Fluegman, 
SOCC communications director.

The board will report in an open 
session if it decides on taking action 
in the Tuesday board meeting, 
Sutter said.
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Reuters named Garden Grove 
Hospital Medical Center and 
West Anaheim Medical Center 
as one of the 2012 Top 100 
U.S. Hospitals, according to The 
Orange County Register.

Out of 1,024 hospitals studied, 
these two facilities were placed in a 
category of 20 hospitals classified as 
medium community hospitals and 
recognized in the top 100.

This is the third time West 
Anaheim Medical Center has made 
the Reuters list and the first time for 
Garden Grove.

Reuters uses 10 factors 
including mortality, patient safety, 
expenses, patient satisfaction, 
post-discharge mortality and 
readmission rates for heart attack, 
heart failure and pneumonia to 
determine the results.

According to the research 
findings by Reuters, these hospitals 
offer the best customer care for the 
most reasonable prices.

Reuters stated in their results that 
if every American hospital operated 
like the ones in the top 100, more 
than 186,000 additional lives 
could be saved and approximately 
56,000 additional patients could 
be complication-free. In addition, 
more than $4.3 billion could be 
saved.

Two OC Hospitals 
Make Top 100

Brief by Matt Atkinson

With contract negotiations at a 
standstill, The California Faculty 
Association, which represents 
23,000 faculty members in the 
California State University, has 
officially started voting on whether 
or not to accept the chancellor’s 
new contract and proposals or 
embark on a strike.

The vote stems from 22 months 
of contract negotiations with the 
CSU Management that have been 
fruitless, resulting with a non-
agreement between the CSU and 
CFA. The CFA has said that if the 
bargaining process ended without a 
settlement then they would strike.

Increase of pay is not the only 
issue the CFA has; they also want 
the CSU to drop Chancellor Reed’s 
proposals of increasing student 
fees, overcrowded classes, more 
privatization and less job security 
for faculty.

The CFA believes that the 
chancellor’s proposals contradict 
the CSU mission of providing 
quality, accessible higher education 
to all Californians.

If the strike is approved, then the 
CSU faculty will embark in two-
day rolling strikes beginning the fall 
2012 term. Every CSU campus will 
have a strike and will last two days 
and will roll up and down the state, 
from Humboldt State University to 
San Diego State University.

Polls will be open for the next 
two weeks in all 23 CSU campuses. 
Voting for Cal State Fullerton 
faculty is this week and they can 
vote in person in the Humanities 
Plaza or online. Results will be 
announced in May.

CFA Vote to 
Strike Begins

Brief by Michael Munoz

Christopher Michael McAmis, 
32, pleaded guilty to strangling 
and killing 20-year-old Fullerton 
College student Lynsie Ekelund 
during an attempted rape more 
than a decade ago. His plea took 
place at Los Angeles Superior Court 
Monday. As a result, McAmis will 
serve a sentence of 15 years to life 
in prison.

The murder happened in 2001 
at McAmis’ Whittier apartment. 
Nancy and Stewart Ekelund, the 
victim’s parents, made an impact 
statement in court.

McAmis confessed to strangling 
Ekelund after she rejected his sexual 
advances. He also told investigators 
that he buried her body in a remote 
area of Santa Clarita Calif. and led 
them to the site after his arrest on 
Oct. 27, 2010.

Ekelund was reported missing 
by her mother after she did not 
make it home from a San Diego 
trip with her friends on Feb. 16, 
2001. The disappearance was 
considered unsolved until 2010, 
when new evidence was used to 
arrest McAmis.

Suspect Pleads 
Guilty to Murder

Brief by Justin Enriquez
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Mayor Sharon Quirk-Silva (right) talks to Paulette Marchall, a Fullerton resident about small business and streamlining paperwork.
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(I am) working with 
a local group to 

formulate a proposal to 
bring before the city that 
we are hoping will work 
alongside the reforms 
that our chief of police is 
working on...

Jane Rands
Fullerton Resident
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A symposium on the 
participation of Los Angeles’ 
(and Southern California’s) 
faith community and the 
transformation from social service 
to social change will be held at Cal 
State Fullerton Wednesday.

The symposium will be from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in Pavilion 
B at the Titan Student Union. 
The event will be sponsored by 
the Comparative Religion Student 
Association and the Religious 
Diversity Forum.

The plenary address will be 
given by Richard Flory, Ph.D., 
associate research professor of 
sociology and director of research 
at the University of Southern 
California Center for Religion 
and Civic Culture. He will speak 
about how the participation has 
increased in the 20 years since the 
social unrest and violence that was 
in response to the verdicts of the 
Rodney King trial.

Flory will focus first on what 
happened to the different efforts 
in the immediate aftermath of the 
1992 unrest, and secondly, the 
increase in the public role of religion 
in the region since that time.

Los Angeles was chosen due to 
its religious diversity, said Flory. 
He added that comparative studies 
are important to see how similar 
and different religious groups may 
be to each other in other regions.

“The intent of this project 
was to, one, revisit the efforts of 
the faith community in the wake 
of the 1992 social unrest, and, 
two, to understand the current 
breadth of the efforts of the faith 
community in the Los Angeles 

area,” said Flory.
Ananda Guruge, Ph.D., 

professor of comparative religions 
at CSUF, said the United States is a 
country where people are interested 
in different religions. He added that 
citizens think of religious values in 
a significant way and it affects how 
the country is run.

“Whatever the region be, 
religion as a whole makes people 
far more amenable to social justice 
(and) tolerance,” said Guruge.

Guruge uses the Chinese proverb 
“Give a man a fish and you feed him 
for a day. Teach a man to fish and you 
feed him for a lifetime” to explain 
social service and social change.

“Social service is like giving a 
fish to a hungry person, and social 
change is where you empower that 
person and make him learn how 
to fish so that he will fish for life 
and have something to eat forever,” 
Guruge said.

Transforming from social 
service to social change is what 
Guruge’s group is encouraging in 
countries around the world. His 
group will continue to participate 
in social services such as building 
orphanages or helping to alleviate 
poverty. Guruge said unlike social 
change, social services do not have 
permanent results.

Religion remains a primary 
source of personal and group 
identity and motivation for 
how people will act and general 
orientation toward life, Flory said.

“As young people go off to 
college, they will encounter people 
of similar, as well as different (and 
no), faith traditions,” Flory said.

Learning about core values and 
the primary motivations of others is 
a key part of a university education 
and preparation for life in a diverse 
society, Flory said.

Flory added that current research 
shows younger people make up a 
significant portion of the “religious 

nones” in the U.S. These people 
still identify with some faith 
tradition, but are not affiliated 
with any faith community.

“(Research) suggests that 
younger people are less attracted 
to religious organizations than 
previous generations,” Flory said.

Although there is conflicting 
data on this, there seems to be 
a greater interest among young 
people to put their faith into 
action, such as working for social 
justice issues, Flory said.

After the plenary address 
and lecture response is finished, 
students will be able to form group 
discussions, said Benjamin Hubbard, 
Ph.D., professor emeritus in the 
Comparative Religion Department. 
The symposium is open to all 
students. Hubbard said sociology 
and comparative religion studies 
students are expected to attend.

Students from other colleges 
including Hope International 
University, University of 
California, Irvine, Chapman 
University and Soka University 
were also invited. Hubbard wanted 
students from various religious 
backgrounds to take part in the 
group discussion.

“We’re going to try to get some 
cross pollination by having some of 
these students at different tables,” 
said Hubbard.

The discussion portion will be 
a time for students to talk about 
religious and cultural diversity, 
what it means and how it works, 
Hubbard said. He added that 
students can also discuss how 
these social service agencies can be 
influential.

Flory wants students to have 
a broader understanding of the 
diversity of the faith community, 
its public efforts to improve the 
lives of residents of Los Angeles 
(and the region) and to understand 
its limits in these same efforts.

The sixth annual Titan 
Lifesavers Day of Awareness event 
will take place on Titan Walk 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. The event is sponsored by 
Cal State Fullerton Community 
Relations, Associated Students, 
Inc. Productions, the Volunteer 
and Service Center and Red Cross.

Representatives from Donate 
Life, American Red Cross and Be the 
Match National Marrow Registry 
will all be in attendance. 

Booths from Be A Hero, Become a 
Donor Foundation and Donate Life 
Orange County will also provide 
information for students. A student 
exhibit will feature facts about life-
saving blood, organ, marrow and 
tissue donations.

Soul Papa, a rock and reggae band 
from La Habra, Calif. will provide 
entertainment with their performance 
in the Becker Amphitheater at noon. 
ASI Productions will present the 
group.

The event will promote awareness 
about a variety of ways students can 
get involved in the community and 
gain an understanding of how much 
they can contribute to others by 
learning how to help save lives. 

Information will be available 
about health-related student 
organizations, ways to raise money 
for cancer research and other ways to 
make a difference.  

Heather Morales, community 
affairs assistant, said the goal of 
the event is to inspire the campus 
community to donate blood and 
register to be organ, tissue and 
marrow donors.

“On a campus of 40,000 students, 
faculty and staff, it is likely that we 
have been personally affected by 
the need for blood, organ, tissue 
and bone marrow donations,” said 
Morales. “It is important that our 
students and campus community be 

aware of how easy it is to save a life.”
Students will be able to sign up 

with the Red Cross Bloodmobile 
blood drive set to take place April 24 
to 26, sponsored by the Volunteer 
and Service Center (VSC). The 
event is also taking place 10 days 
prior to the Donate Life Run Walk 
on campus April 28.

Amy Mattern, coordinator for the 
VSC, said she hopes students and 
the campus community realize how 
important it is to be aware of the 
ways to help save lives.

“The Volunteer and Service 
Center is committed to saving lives 
on an ongoing basis through our 
blood drives nearly every month, 
sponsored in partnership with 
the American Red Cross,” said 
Mattern. “This event provides us an 
opportunity to go beyond this one 
very important way to save lives and 
talk about many other ways people 
can get involved. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity to come together with 
other (on-campus) and off-campus 
organizations that work toward life-
saving goals, and we’re honored to 
play a role in organizing the event.”

Mattern stressed the importance 
one person could make to the cause.

“There is a way for every single 
person to help. If you cannot do 
one thing for some reason, there is 
always another way to get involved,” 
Mattern said. “So we want everyone 
to join us. You can get more 
information about joining the bone 
marrow registry that day, and it just 
requires a simple cheek swab to sign 
up. And joining the organ donation 
registry is equally easy to do.”

Aissa Canchola, state relations 

intern for CSUF, said it is important 
for students to want to be a part of 
the event.

“We need to all realize that, 
especially in these instances — in the 
instances of car accidents or terminal 
illness — it can happen to all of us. 
So everybody is doing their part and 
making sure that those registries are 
fully filled or that people have the 
opportunity to pretty much have 
their lives saved,” said Canchola.

“Students see that as an 
opportunity to be selfless or to think 
about something that is so much 
farther than about themselves. I 
think if everybody has that mindset, 
then it would be much easier for 
people to be rescued from these 
accidents or these terminal illnesses 
… It is important for students to 
show up to see how easy it is to be 
a Titan Lifesaver — all it (takes) is 
signing up for a registry or donating 
a little bit of blood once a month.”

Anyone interested in volunteering 
can email volunteer@fullerton.edu 
or call 657-278-7623. For specific 
requirements for donating blood, 
more information is available at 
RedCrossBlood.org.  

“We don’t endorse in the presidential race until the 
nominee has been chosen,” said Micah Grant, deputy 
communications director of the California Republican 
Party. “(Romney is) the presumptive nominee right 
now, so that’s what we’ll have to go with.”

Still, Grant said California Republicans will have a 
major presence at the Republican Convention, where 
Romney will officially be named the nominee.

“We have one of the largest delegations in the 
country, so we will have quite a presence there,” 
Grant said.

Matthew Jarvis, Ph.D., assistant professor of 
political science at Cal State Fullerton, said Romney 
will still make campaign stops in the remaining 
primary states, but mainly on a fundraising function 
rather than competing for votes.  

“The primary is over — this is done. This was done 
before Santorum dropped out, and it took him a while 
to figure it out. Newt Gingrich is aware of this and 
just denying the reality of it,” said Jarvis.

President Obama has refrained from addressing 
any candidates by name throughout the primaries, 
but recent indications show that his backers will now 
be gunning at Romney’s record and background.  

The Obama-backed super PAC Priorities USA 
recently released an ad called “Romney’s Big Oil 
Trail,” accusing Romney of making questionable 
political deals with oil companies.

“The money they make from high gas prices is 

going right into Mitt Romney’s campaign,” the ad 
claimed.  

Jarvis said he expects this kind of ad to be part of 
Obama’s line of attack.

The Obama campaign is now sending out mass 
emails inviting people to use an interactive tax 
calculator that will directly compare users’ tax rates 
to Romney’s rate.

Its purpose is to rally support for the “Buffet Rule” 
in Congress, a reform named after Warren Buffet that 
will remove tax breaks and loopholes for millionaires. 
The Obama campaign says that Romney opposes 
the reform, mainly because he is looking out for the 
interests of the wealthiest.  

“You’re going up against a guy that’s in the upper 
0.006 percent of American income distribution,” 
Jarvis said. “In bad economic times, that’s not exactly 
a person that people love … Attacking Romney on 
his wealth, that ‘he’s not one of you,’ is going to be a 
very common thing.”

Romney’s talking points on the campaign trail 
have focused around the economy. He has said that 
the Obama administration, with high government 
spending and tightening regulations, has stagnated 
economic growth.

“There’ll be stuff coming out,” Jarvis said. “Romney 
is going to be probably playing on Obamacare, you 
know; it’s class warfare.”

Jarvis said that many voters already have their minds 
made up and that ad spending won’t be a determining 
factor. He said that perhaps deteriorating economic 
data can swing things in favor of Romney’s bid.

Rick Santorum dropped out of the presidential primary April 10, making Mitt Romney the Republican candidate in the 2012 general election.
Courtesy of MCT
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In an effort to appease the Cuban 
community, which makes up a large 
percentage of the population in 
Florida, the Miami Marlins Manager 
Ozzie Guillen was suspended for five 
games due to comments he made 
about former Cuban dictator Fidel 
Castro in a Time magazine interview.

Guillen was hired in September 
2011 to manage the professional 
baseball team based in Miami. This isn’t 
the first time he’s made controversial 
comments, but this is the first time his 
comments have resulted in such a huge 
public outcry.

I personally do not believe in 
government censorship. Here in 
America, we pride ourselves on being 
a free country and for anyone unclear 
of our rights as American citizens, 
freedom of speech is protected under 
the First Amendment of the United 
States Constitution. If the Constitution 

protects Guillen’s comments, then 
the Miami Marlin’s franchise should 
protect their employee as well. Guillen 
was well within his rights to make 
positive comments about Fidel Castro.

Fidel Castro is a controversial public 
figure, which makes controversy 
inevitable whenever he’s spoken 
about. However, when you analyze 
the comments Guillen made to Time, 
he was not in any way agreeing or 
condoning the actions of Castro. He 
said he loved and respected Castro for 
staying in power so long, which a lot 
of people would agree with. The fact 
that he used the words “love” and 
“respect” in reference to Castro caused 
a predictable upset reaction from a 
lot of people. There is no question 
that a dictator who terrorizes his 
people, violates their rights and kills 
political prisoners is not a good person. 

However, Castro’s character is not what 
was commented about.

Castro accomplished an extremely 
difficult task for any average person 
— preparing a revolution and 
overthrowing the Batista regime. It 
takes much more than a common 
man to lead a movement so powerful 
that had an effect on so many. To have 
respect and admiration for a man 
who had the ability to lead, inspire 
and change things deserves some 
recognition — regardless of what he 
may have done with that power. He’s 
survived alleged killing attempts and 
major surgery. He’s outlived many of 
our presidents here in the U.S. and is 
still holding on to his life today.

For those who would disagree with 
this being a constitutional issue because 
the government doesn’t have direct 
involvement, this is still a violation of 

our rights, because if the government 
doesn’t have the ability to step in, then 
how is it that an employer can? The 
root of the decision to suspend Guillen 
is based on money. Because of this, they 
are taking away a man’s right to speak his 
mind. The franchise has made multiple 
attempts to attract the Latinos located 
in the Southern Florida area to revive 
the team. Guillen’s comments being 
interpreted as favoring Castro’s actions 
have already resulted in boycotts in the 
community, making it difficult for the 
franchise to succeed in their efforts.

So is it fair to suspend him? 
Absolutely not. But by suspending 
Guillen, the Marlins were disassociating 
themselves with the manager in order 
to appease those offended. His job is 
to manage the team, so for him to be 
suspended is not only unfair but it goes 
against everything we stand for here in 

America. This in fact is a constitutional 
issue, and as long as we have freedom 
of speech here in America, all citizens 
should have the freedom and ability to 
comment on whomever or whatever 
they please.

He apologized for the way his words 
were interpreted and for those offended 
— an apology is really all that can be 
asked for. It is wrong for the franchise 
to suspend a man who was hired to 
manage a team, not to give political 
input. The public, especially the Cuban 
community in Florida, doesn’t seem 
to think that’s enough because they 
continue to boycott the team.

For me personally, I will be 
boycotting the Miami Marlins. 
Not because of some controversial 
comments made by their team’s 
manager, but because of their lack of 
support for freedom of speech.
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Religion, to its believers and 
interpreters, is infallible. It is absolute 
folly bordering on offensive ignorance 
that would suggest someone should 
argue against tenants and teachings that 
people have believed in for thousands 
of years, and even if one does not 
believe in any organized religion, one 
should recognize the belief and lifestyle 
that encompasses those who do as 
being a positive.

However, its interpreters are another 
matter. Often times, in an attempt to 
uphold “strong moral convictions,” 
they lose sight of more important 
matters. Such is the case with Heritage 
Christian Academy in Rockwall, Texas. 
Last fall, the school fired 29-year-old 
volleyball coach and science teacher 
Cathy Samford for being pregnant out 
of wedlock.  

Despite the fact that Samford 
admitted that she and her fiance 
were planning on getting married — 
even offering to get married ahead of 
schedule to keep her job — the school 
saw fit to fire her as some kind of moral 
stand on Christian beliefs and morals. 
This one “oversight” notwithstanding, 
Samford seemed an exemplary staff 
member who was even honored as 
coach of the year by the very school 
who is now letting her go.

The position taken by the school 
was that a teacher being pregnant out 
of wedlock would not send the right 
message to the impressionable young 
minds she was mentoring.

So just to summarize, being an 
otherwise upstanding and good 
human being who just happened to be 
impregnated by the man she loved is 
not sending the right message. Firing 
a woman based on a singular edict of 
one’s religion — leaving her with less 
income to raise the young life she is 
about to bring into the world — is 
exactly the kind of “morality” Heritage 
Christian Academy is looking to foster.

I should probably use this 

opportunity to make myself clear. I 
am not looking to bash Christianity 
or Christian morals. I am, however, 
looking to criticize the kind of 
backward interpretation that seems to 
be going on here.

It is currently the year 2012. Social 
norms are rapidly changing with every 
passing year, and while change does 
not automatically mean “progress,” 
it is necessary that we as human 
beings closely examine what morals 
are most important for us to foster in 
coming generations. While it is not 
the conventional Christian belief to 
support sex and childbearing between 
two unmarried people, is it truly that 
important to continue pretending as if 
this scenario does not exist?

Furthermore, is it worth 
jeopardizing the livelihood of a good 
person just to prove that point?

Sadly, this incident is not 
isolated either. In Florida, a non-
denominational Christian school 
allegedly fired a fourth-grade teacher 
named Jaretta Hamilton because her 
baby was conceived before marriage. 
In Ohio, one Christa Dias was fired 
from a Catholic school when she 
became pregnant through artificial 
insemination.

Both these cases have been taken 
to the courts, and Samford intends 
to bring up a lawsuit in hers as well. 
And while it would be encouraging 
to think that the law would fall on 

the side of the mothers — especially 
with the Pregnancy Discrimination 
Act of 1978 protecting the rights of 
pregnant women from their employers 
— several elements make this issue far 
more complex.

Firstly, in the case of Heritage 
Christian Academy, staff members 
are claiming that since their school is 
a “private” school, they must adhere 
to a much stricter subset of rules. The 
fact that staff members also claim that 
faculty members serve as surrogate 
“ministers” only makes that argument 
more defensible.

Secondly, and more importantly, 
this issue deals closely in religion. 
Church and state have always had a 
relationship that was more than sticky, 
and while it would be a boon and a half 
to women’s rights for these women to 
win said cases, it also would push hard 
against evangelicals and their beliefs.

But it is important that they do 
win. Again, I would never assert that 
it is the basic foundations of religion 
— Christianity or otherwise — that 
require “pushing.” It is also important 
that we do not think of the followers of 
said religions as a singular mass lacking 
in any nuance or stratification.

However, the people who act as if 
those teachings override a basic sense 
of humanity in favor of hard and fast 
interpretation are a different story. 
Those people might benefit from a 
little “pushing.”

A little romance is mandatory in any committed 
relationship. But sometimes being the third wheel at private 
soirees and seeing the said relationship from an outsider’s 
perspective has led me to believe the cliche that there can 
definitely be too much of a good thing rings true.

Case No. 1: My co-worker Ethan is dating my other co-
worker Liz. They’ve been together more than six months, 
and fortunately, under the watchful eye of my supervisors, 
I don’t have to hear or see anything lovey-dovey between 
them in the workplace. But it’s the way Ethan talks about 
her to me that has a similar effect to nails on a chalkboard.

“I’m going to the movies with my girlfriend.”
“My girlfriend and I are planning a road trip for 

next summer.”
“Oh, my girlfriend doesn’t like to eat this.”
Though we’ve never been too terribly close, I’ve 

technically known Liz longer than he has to begin with. 
So it’s really hard for me to stand there, smile and NOT 
say, “I know who your girlfriend is and she has a name, 
so start using it!”

Maybe he just likes to brag since everyone knows she’s 
hot. Maybe it’s a pet peeve and I’m reading too much into 
it. But the last thing I would do to a boyfriend is strip him 
of his identity by referring to him as his title, and I hope he 
would show me that same respect.

Case No. 2 (keep in mind, this may solely be my fault 
when I only talk to less than 300 friends out of the 800 
I have on my Facebook): I demand depth and context in 
the status updates that appear in my news feed, and that 
includes any and all statuses that have to deal with new 
lovers, fiances or newlyweds.

“My husband came home with (a burn on his arm). 
Apparently if you touch a 600 degree pipe, your flesh 
melts,” is acceptable.

“I finished writing my vows, yay!” is acceptable.
“Meh. I miss talking to him,” “My girlfriend is hot” and 

“XOXOXOXO you’ve been hacked by your love baby I 
love you <3” are not acceptable.

No one cares. Period. On top of it, the room my 
Facebook has to make to satisfy your desire to tell everyone 
for the umpteenth time how much in love you are takes 
away from being introduced to interesting Yahoo! articles, 
Walk Off the Earth videos and new photos of my 2-day-
old baby cousin. Every time you bombard your friends’ 
feeds with crap status update after status update, a cute little 
puppy dies. Remember that.

Case No. 3: I posed for a picture with a female companion 
and her boyfriend when we were out at dinner one evening. 
In my typical Charlotte Knight-humor, I made a comment 
about how lucky he was to have two hot women hanging all 
over him. My friend, despite knowing full well I wouldn’t 
dare make a pass at him even if he was the last man on 
earth, folded her arms across her chest, made a snorting 
sound and appeared to look offended.

“I don’t think so” was her boyfriend’s response as he 
looked at my friend. “The most beautiful woman in the 
entire world is sitting right here in my lap. I don’t have eyes 
for anyone else.”

“Aww, baby, that’s so sweet!” she squealed.
The macaroni I was eating wasn’t as cheesy as the make-

out session that ensued immediately after, and I was quick 
to flag down the waitress for the check. I guess I would’ve 
cut the lovebirds some slack if they had been exclusively 
dating for a week and we were all in the seventh grade. But 
seeing as how we were all adults and their relationship was 
long past the one-year mark, I don’t think I’ve ever rolled 
my eyes so far back into my head as I did that evening.

Now, let’s get something straight: If I’m out with a new 
boyfriend in public, of course I’m going to want thousands 
of strangers I will most likely never see again to know that 
I have laid my claim. I’m going to be super flirtatious, I’m 
going to give him extended hugs and I’m going to give him 
G-rated kisses and challenge all those other women that 
think they’re happier with their man than I am with mine.

But this, ladies and gentlemen, is called the honeymoon 
phase of a relationship, and I grow out of it by month No. 
2. I’ve been less revolted by a few choice Japanese pornos 
than couples who still haven’t grown out of that phase after 
month No. 6.

What comes after that crazy lovey-dovey phase? If 
you’re like me, the high you thrive off of from a new love 
dilutes, and you understand now with a clear mind that 
it just isn’t going to work out. Or, on the opposite end of 
the spectrum, you realize that your partner is giving you 
more than intimacy and romance — they’re also giving you 
a friendship; probably the best you will ever have in your 
entire life.

And since you’re usually not announcing how awesome 
your best friend is to the whole world every waking 
moment of the day, the privacy of your relationship with 
your lover can be kept quiet too. It doesn’t mean you 
love them any less — it just means you both know what 
warm fuzzy feelings are going on between you too, and 
you understand that it doesn’t matter what everyone else 
thinks anyway.

There should come a point where you no longer need 
to convince people outside of the relationship that you 
and your partner are madly in love. You don’t need to 
ferociously suck face with someone in front of your friend 
just because your partner said something corny. You 
don’t need to remind an entire community on a social 
networking site that your relationship status reads loud 
and clear that you’re no longer on the market. You can call 
your partner by his or her first name — it’s OK.

You’ve already convinced us you’re in love, and we 
support you all the way. Just don’t overdo it and give us 
all the assumption that maybe you’re really just trying to 
convince yourself.

You two are in love, I get it!

by CHARLOTTE KNIGHT

“Let’s get personal”

Frisk Me

Heritage Christian Academy educates its pupils on the morals and values of Christianity, 
one of which being it is inappropriate to get pregnant out of wedlock, even when engaged.

Courtesy of MCT
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The way that Merriam-Webster defines transgender is 
those “of, relating to, or being a person (as a transsexual 
or transvestite) who identifies with or expresses a gender 
identity that differs from the one which corresponds to 
the person’s sex at birth.”

Walter Talackova, now recognized as Jenna Talackova, is 
a transgender woman. Talackova was originally disqualified 
from the Miss Universe Pageant, and international beauty 
contest owned by Donald Trump, for not being what they 
considered a “natural-born woman.” But the organization 
recently retracted their 
decision “provided she 
meets the legal gender 
recognition requirements 
of Canada, and the 
standards established 
by other international 
competitions.”

If the rule of the 
competition distinctly 
stated that every participant must be naturally born a 
woman, then Talackova should not have been considered 
for reevaluation of entry into the competition.

I remember competing in a scholarship competition 
given by the NAACP (National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People) when I was in high 
school. During the finals of the competition it was 
discovered that one of the contestants had lied about his 
ethnicity; he said that he was a mixed-race individual 
when in fact the boy was not black at all. The boy was 
disqualified.

Was it unfair that a full-blooded Latino boy was 
disqualified from an African-American competition when 
the rules clearly state that you must be at least a small 
percentage of an African-American?

Next thing you know, the NAACP will be altering 

its rules so that other ethnicities could be considered for 
scholarships in their specified rule-regulated competition.

Just as the boy entered the NAACP competition 
under false pretenses had to undergo a penalty for doing 
something that he was completely aware of, Talackova 
needs to suffer the consequences of entering the “Miss” 
Universe competition while knowing that he wasn’t born 
a miss. Talackova was not born with any female organs.

“My name was Walter; nobody calls me Walter,” said 
Talackova during an interview with Barbara Walters 

on ABC News. “(The 
surgery) was terribly 
painful, but seeing 
something on your 
body for that long and 
not being able to look 
at myself in the mirror 
because I couldn’t 
stand seeing the other 
part (made it very 

rewarding).”
What many fail to realize is the difference between a 

hermaphrodite and someone who is transgender. Because 
many Americans are ignorant to the correct understanding 
of each definition, they are submitting to the belief that 
Talackova should be given the chance to compete.

There is no other way to interpret “naturally born 
(unaltered birthed) woman” other than that one is either 
born with or without female organs.

In this case, Jenna Talackova was naturally born Walter 
Talackova, and due to his natural birth, he doesn’t hold 
fast to the Miss Universe Pageant competition rules.

His original birth certificate clearly displays that he 
is male, and of all people, this mere fact of evidence is 
definitely something that Donald Trump should have 
taken into consideration.

PRO: AJAI SPELLMAN

 He should have read the terms and conditions before he applied

What many fail to realize is the 
difference between a hermaphrodite 
and someone who is transgender. 

Because many Americans are ignorant to the 
correct understanding of each definition, they 
are submitting to the belief that Talackova
should be given the chance to compete.

Most beauty pageant contestants say all they want 
is world peace, but for Miss Universe contestant Jenna 
Talackova, all she wants is social equality and a fair chance 
for transgenders to compete.

The 23-year-old beauty from Vancouver is legally 
identified and recognized as a female in Canada, but the 
problem is she wasn’t born a female.

After learning Talackova was a transgender, the owner 
of the Miss Universe pageant, Donald Trump, originally 
ruled that she was ineligible because contestants must be 
“naturally born” women, 
raising the question: Do 
you have to be born a 
female in order to be 
considered a female?

Talackova has always 
identified herself as a 
woman. In an interview 
with Barbara Walters on 
ABC’s 20/20, she spoke 
about the way she felt since she was 4.

“I thought that I was in the wrong body,” said Talackova.
She took estrogen, which helped her develop her own 

breasts, and underwent a sex change operation four years 
ago. She may have been born a boy, but today, she’s a 
woman.

The issue for pageant authorities — and maybe even the 
public — is that being a transgender is not considered to 
be a social norm in society. 

But who defines what the social norm is and what benefit 
is there to accepting the social norm? The term transgender 
refers to a wide range of a person’s identities, but represents 
all gender-variant people who do not conform to social 
norms. 

By denying Talackova the ability to compete in a 
pageant because she was not born a woman is to say that 

society is not accepting of her because as a transgender she 
is not the social norm.

According to ScientificAmerican.com, to avoid disorder 
in our interactions with others, “humans create social 
norms. These rules and regulations establish appropriate 
and acceptable ways for us to act and respond to each 
other.” 

Nobody wants to violate a social norm, but if we can 
learn to accept others for who they are and not stand for 
discrimination, equality will become a part of the social 

norm.
There was a time when 

the society’s social norm 
required women to dress 
modestly. The norm was 
to stay at home and take 
care of the children, or to 
be married when having 
children. The way they 
dressed was always to 

be modest and they weren’t viewed as equal to men, even 
prohibiting them to be able to vote. 

But barriers have been broken since and these social 
norms no longer exist today. These rules have changed, and 
society has been affected in a positive way. Nothing has 
been ruined with these changes, and we seem to be doing 
just fine accepting these new norms.

According to The Washington Post, the Miss Universe 
pageant has consulted with the Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation (GLAAD) to change its policy from 
only allowing naturally born women to compete. 

Talackova has become an admirable public figure, 
showing great strength by standing up and representing a 
community that continues to fight for equality. Although a 
victory was gained and the ban was lifted, the fight against 
society for unconditional acceptance continues to proceed.

CON: ROXANNE TELLES

 She can consider herself a real female without being born that way

Nobody wants to violate a social 
norm, but if we can learn to accept 

others for who they are and not stand for 
discrimination, equality will become a part 
of the social norm. 

Is it fair to disqualify a transgender from a beauty pageant?



Las Vegas is a hotspot of clubs, bars, 
casinos and hotels. Every year, college 
students flock to the wonderfully sinful 
city to frolic in the adult playground 
and leave sad and broke.

Transportation, hotels, clubs 
and drinks are in no way a cheap 
commodity in Vegas. There are, 
however, ways to have fun and not 
fork over $300 in one night.

Sorry men, but it is no secret that 
many of the deals in Vegas are targeted 
towards the ladies. Promoters working 
for nightclubs in Vegas stand around 
the strip waiting to find a group of 
women who want to go out.

One may run into a promoter and 
find themselves inside a cabana with 
free champagne and vodka drinks 
at Surrender nightclub inside of the 
Encore hotel — true story. Or they 
could be put on the VIP list with free 

drinks at the Ghost Bar rooftop party 
at the Palms Resort and Casino — also 
a true story.

Crystal Wheeler, 23, who was in 
Vegas for her bachelorette party, got 
on a lot of guests lists with the help of 
promoters. 

“The promoters helped me in 
Vegas by making it easier to get into 
clubs and saved me money by doing 
so,” said Wheeler.

If a generous promoter who 
expects nothing in return for passes 
isn’t around, other promoters like 
Vinny will be more than happy 
to hook the clubgoer up with 
complimentary passes (for ladies) 
and discounted passes (for men) to 
clubs such as TAO and Bank — but 
only for a generous tip.

“I help people when they come to 
Vegas. I help them go to the clubs and 
tell them where all of the rappers are,” 
said Vinny.

These passes help men avoid paying 
the $30 to $50 entrance fees to get 
into some of the hottest nightclubs in 
Vegas. Ladies, however, may not need 
the passes to get into clubs.

Many clubs have special times 
where ladies can drink free champagne 
or vodka drinks. Tabu Lounge at 
the MGM Grand Hotel and Casino 
has had specials where they offered 
ladies free vodka drinks sponsored by 
Smirnoff from 10 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Hotels occasionally offer deals 
throughout the year, which can often 
save the average Vegas-goer hundreds 
of dollars.

Although drinks may still be 
expensive for men or those unlucky 
enough to not find a promoter, 
there are places on the strip where 
one can get an inexpensive drink or 
drink deals. The Coyote Ugly Saloon 

in New York-New York Hotel & 
Casino sometimes offers a buy one, 
get one free drink deal.

Casino Royale Hotel & Casino, 
near The Venetian, has $1 margaritas 
and $1 Michelob lights. Fat Tuesday, 
located in Planet Hollywood, has good 
deals on huge blended drinks that will 
allow the average person to reach their 
aspired drunken state.

Cabs can get expensive, especially 
if you’re staying toward the end of 
the strip. 

The monorail, which leaves from 
the MGM and makes stops all the way 
to the Stratosphere Casino Hotel and 
Tower, offers day passes that would 
beat the price of a cab, depending on 
the number of people in the group.

Jonathan Ball, 22, was in Vegas with 
five other guys for his bachelor party 
in March. He said that with more 
preparation, the trip would have been 
a lot better.

 “Next time our trip will be at least 
one week planned ahead. A place 
closer or on the strip would be cheaper 
because we would not need to take a 
taxi,” said Ball.

Show tickets can be very expensive 
if bought in the hotel. However, 
discounted tickets are sold along the 
strip or can be bought online.

With the right amount of 
information and preparation, Vegas 
can be done with little harm to 
one’s bank account.
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Going all-out in Vegas without going broke
 Spending secrets like 

night club promoters 
can help save a bundle

SEPIDEH NIA
Daily Titan

PROFILE | Megan Brown

With long blond hair, blue eyes and a 
“beachy-chic” style, Megan Brown may 
look like a typical Southern California girl 
at first glance. But she has proven that she’s 
anything but a stereotype, with a passion to 
perform and a career as a dancer that began 
at the age of 4.

Raised in Huntington Beach, also known 
as “Surf City USA,” Brown is a bona-fide 
surfer that possesses a natural ability to excel 
at anything physical. Although she makes 
everything she does seem effortless, she’s an 
extremely hard worker who earns respect 
from anyone around her. She even caught 

the attention of Backstreet Boy Nick Carter, 
whom she briefly dated. Despite her tough 
exterior, she has the elegant flair and the 
poise of a prima ballerina.

“When I’m dancing, I don’t like to smile. 
I’m very ‘ballet’ — very serious, very stoic. 
I’m just really focused. But I’m really nice 
and bubbly. Same with when I work out; I 
look ticked off. A lot of people think I’m a 
bitch when they meet me,” said Brown.

According to Brown, her passion for 
dancing developed at an early age. By 
the time she was 9, Brown was dancing 
competitively. She continued to do ballet, 
tap and jazz throughout college. 

After earning a degree in communications 
from Cal State Fullerton, she focused her 
full attention on dancing and landed a job 
dancing for Disney.

“I loved the theatre. I loved performing,” 
said Brown. “I couldn’t imagine myself doing 

anything else. I wanted to work in entertainment 
... and that’s what led me to Disney.”

“I needed to figure out how to make 
money without being thrown into the harsh 
LA scene,” said Brown. who then decided to 
audition for a dancing part in a Disneyland 
parade. “I got hired right away,” Brown said.

As a contracted dancer for Disney, Brown 
has entertained thousands of people at the 
Disneyland Resorts, the ABC studios and 
even performed at the Hollywood Bowl and 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in New 
York City.

Courtney Rothman has been a close friend 
of Brown for about a year now and describes 
her as “hard working” and “outgoing.”

“You wouldn’t realize it but she’s a very 
caring person,” said Rothman. “(She’ll) pull 
through in anything and be there for you in 
an instant.”

Being so physically fit and having developed 

a true passion for motivating and helping 
others reach their goals, Brown recently put 
her focus into the fitness industry. 

She currently works at the upscale fitness 
studio Core et’ Barre in Newport Beach, 
where she teaches a 60-minute workout that 
offers a blend of ballet, pilates and weight 
resistance moves. The effective workout 
allows Brown to help clients get fit in a 
group setting.

“I like to be able to help people feel 
confident. I think working out in a studio 
like this — I’ve seen a lot of impact. You 
really affect the way people feel about 
themselves, and it’s rewarding knowing I’m 
making a difference in people’s lives. I just 
like trying to get the best out of people and 
making them feel good.”

Jessica Bastian, 28, a freelance designer, is 
a member at Core et’ Barre, where she takes 
Brown’s class up to three times per week.

“(Brown) has this high energy level which 
is kind of intoxicating,” said Bastian.

Bastian said Brown’s dance background is 
evident when instructing the class.

“She moves really gracefully. Especially 
when you see her doing the leg exercises. She 
has long legs, toes are pointed.”

Co-worker Shay Sousa said Brown’s 
classes are unique and different from the 
other instructors’ classes.

In Brown’s spare time, she said she enjoys 
being with her family, with whom she’s 
extremely close. As a devoted Mormon who 
grew up with conservative and traditional 
values, family is important to Brown and she 
plans to be married and have children in the 
near future.

“The first step is to find the man. My clock 
is ticking. I’d hope for that within the next 
five years but I’m not forcing it. I do what I 
love and right now there’s no greater feeling.”

Born near the beach but living for the stage
  A CSUF alumna dances 

for Disneyland while leading 
in the next wave of fitness

ROXANNE TELLES
Daily Titan

Vegas, commonly known as “Sin Ciy,” doesn’t just tax a heavy price on the conscience. 
There are ways, however, to save on expenses like alcohol and admission to clubs.

Courtesy of MCT

The promoters 
helped me in 

Vegas by making it easier 
to get into clubs and 
saved me money by 
doing so.

Crystal Wheeler
Bachelorette
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Using their degrees to create awareness

While many students try to find 
ways to make use of the knowledge 
they’ve acquired in college, five Cal 
State Fullerton students have actively 
put their public relations skills to 
the test by partnering with Orange 
County’s Ronald McDonald House 
Charity (OCRMH) to promote 
their new group, “Young Friends of 
the House.”

The OCRMH is a nonprofit 
organization that helps provide 
living quarters for families who 
currently have seriously ill children 
in local hospitals. 

The Orange County chapter 
has been helping families since 
1989, allowing them to focus on 

their children during treatment 
while staying nearby in a calming 
environment.

The students began by contacting 
the Ronald McDonald House to find 
out if they needed any assistance in 
publicizing the charity to the Orange 
County area. OCRMH eagerly 
accepted and asked the students to 
help generate awareness for their new 
program because they are currently 
looking for more volunteers.

Jacy Bryla, a public relations 
student, said the Ronald McDonald 
House Charity was selected for 
many reasons.

“The Ronald McDonald House, 
in and of itself, is an excellent 
opportunity for college students and 
young professionals alike to become 
involved in a reputable (not-for-profit) 
that ultimately helps families who 
are experiencing interim traumatic 
medical difficulties,” said Bryla.

“Young Friends of the House” was 
recently introduced as a new group for 
The OCRMH. The group has already 
been successful in other chapters in 
the country such as Dallas, Houston 
and Southern New Jersey. 

The “Young Friends of the 
House” is a group of volunteers that 
consists of young adults, mostly 
working professionals in their 20s 
and 30s, who want to give back to 
the community. 

Through annual dues and 
activities the group puts together, 
funds are raised to provide assistance 
to the Orange County Ronald 
McDonald House.

Polly Nader said the group’s goal 
as public relations students is to 
introduce the “Young Friends of 
the House” to the community while 
spreading awareness and attracting 
more students to become volunteers.

“We’re trying to make the group 

more vibrant and attract more 
people,” said Nader. “It’s such a good 
opportunity for students because it’s 
something that they can actually care 
about and enjoy being a part of. It’s 
just about finding an organization 
to volunteer in. These people have 
become a group of friends, and it’s 
something to be a part of.”

CSUF student Cristina Juarez  
said the group has already been 
successful in their work by writing 
press releases and creating videos 
about the group to release to various 
media organizations.

Bryla said there are many causes 
that college students can give back to. 

“But, for me, and for many of 
the members, we understand that 
reaffirming the importance of family 
support is a genuinely gratifying way 
of becoming a part of a community 
family while we are away at college,” 
Bryla said.

 Students work with 
McDonald’s charity

ROXANNE TELLES
Daily Titan

Left to right: Angelique Castle, Jacy Bryla, Cristina Juarez and Polly Nader, members 
of “Young Friends of the House,” pose with Ronald McDonald.

Courtesy of Peter Chavez
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In an exhibition of food, music and 
effervescent dances from India, Cal State 
Fullerton’s Indian Student Association 
held their second annual Dostana 
(meaning “friendship”) event Saturday at 
Hope International University.

The entire theatre was full as the show 
began with a comedic intro by hosts 
Roopak Gorajia and Hersh Jhaveri. The 
audience, which consisted of family, 
friends and students, enjoyed a good laugh.

UCLA student Bharat Babbar, who was 
supporting his cousins in the show, said, 
“I just came from India three weeks ago 
to study here and I’m pretty curious to 
see how this club performs their shows, 
considering I am from India.”

Host Hersh Jhaveri, former president of 
ISA and CSUF alumnus who is now head 
of ISA’s culture committee, said, “Last year, 
we did this event with four other clubs, but 
there are a lot more members this year, we 
have a guest performance from Pakistani 
Student Association combined with us.”

The event was a blend of cultures 
throughout India, so a variety of different 

dances were performed by talented 
individuals representing the beauty of 
India with a modern flare.

The hip-hop portion of the event 
featured a DJ mix that included music 
from India combined with contemporary 
artists like Drake.

The Pakistani Student Association made 
a guest appearance and also performed a 
fusion-mixed dance routine.

The night was filled with entertainment 
and beautiful costumes with vibrant shades 
of gold, red, green and purple.       

During the intermission, friends and 
family gathered to enjoy pani and samosas 
in the lobby and greet the talent. 

Current CSUF student Valerie 
Acevedo said, “I like everything about 
the show. I didn’t realize how family-
oriented it was until I noticed who 
was in the audience and see all of the 
warmth in the lobby by family.”

After intermission, a fashion show that 
featured all the talent was staged. 

The costumes were traditional, 
gleaming with jewels and vivid colors from 
goldenrod to cobalt. 

According to current ISA president 
Manali Parikh, funding for the event 
came from a collaboration between 
AICA, which funds cultural clubs on 
campus, and ISA. 

Parikh said most of the costumes were 

either made or bought, and some came 
from India.

Fusion, who performed a mix between 
classical Indian folk dances, more 
contemporary Bollywood and western 
hip-hop was the last group to perform, and 
went out with a bang. 

The students’ high energy performance 
had the crowd roaring and chanting for 
an encore. 3-D Sounds, the DJ for the 
evening, played a master mix of hip-
hop and music from India, varying from 
modern pop to traditional beats.

When the show was over, Parikh 
gave a heartfelt speech thanking family, 
friends and sponsors for aiding in 
putting together an amazing show.

 She then applauded the performers, 
and the crowd gave a standing ovation 
to its talent as the sound of drums 
filled the air with all of the performers 
dancing in the aisles toward the stage.

The festivities left the crowd in warm 
spirits and wanting more.

Spotlight on Indian culture 

Neeli Vangalapudi performs with Old School Hindi Film, one of the groups who danced at Dotsana. The event 
featured a mix of classic Indian dances fused with contemporary styles.

ANIBAL ORTIZ / Daily Titan

 A flurry of performances 
are presented by CSUF’s 
Indian Student Association

MELANIE PULIDO
For the Daily Titan

Kevin Costner, Linda Woolverton, Cedric 
Ceballos, Marc Stein and Chris Norby: What do 
these names all have in common?

These people are all notable alumni of Cal State 
Fullerton.

Kevin Costner is one of America’s most talented 
actors and directors. He earned a B.A. in marketing 
and finance from CSUF in 1978.

Elizabeth Cazares, 22, an economics major, who 
said she was aware that Kevin Costner attended 
CSUF, found it intriguing that he chose the road of 
acting and directing after earning a degree in business.

“The only reason I know (of him is) because my 
dad is a huge fan of The Bodyguard … and there 
was an older lady that I met once who told me that 
she had class with him. It’s motivating to know that 
he came from here because it lets you know that 
anything is possible to achieve,” said Cazares.

Some of Costner’s most popular roles are Lt. 
John J. Dunbar in the film Dances with Wolves, 
Robin Hood in Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves, 
Frank Farmer in The Bodyguard and Eliot Ness in 
The Untouchables.

Costner has won two Academy Awards and two 
Golden Globe Awards and has been nominated for 
three British Academy of Film and Television Arts 
(BAFTA) Awards.

Matthew Mamangun, 19, a biochemistry major, 
was enthused that Costner is a CSUF graduate.

“Kevin Costner is a pretty big actor. It’s really cool 
to know that he went to the same school that I go to,” 
said Mamangun. 

But when it comes to the big screen, Costner isn’t 
the only CSUF alumni celebrity.

Ever wonder who the mastermind was behind the 
screenplay for Beauty and the Beast, The Lion King, 
Homeward Bound: The Incredible Journey (1993) and 
the 2010 Alice and Wonderland?

Linda Woolverton is a CSUF alumna who wrote 
the screenplay for Disney’s animated feature film 
Beauty and the Beast and co-wrote the screenplay for 
the The Lion King.

Woolverton worked full time for a year in the 
entertainment division at Disneyland while she 
worked toward her master’s degree in theatre for 
children at CSUF. She completed her degree in 1976.

After the films were released, Woolverton went on 
to write the broadway musical version of Beauty and 
the Beast and assisted in adapting The Lion King to 
the stage.

“I grew up on Disney films … I think the music 
was very good in Beauty and the Beast ... I (also) think 
that the plot was very good in the film … It’s (about) 
a girl that’s trying to be different and they criticize her 
for it, when in the end she’s better than all of them,” 
Marlene Garcia, 20, a radio-TV-film major said.

For a children’s film, Garcia said Woolverton did 
a good job conveying the adversity that the character 
“Belle” had to undergo, and how she conquered 
those trials and tribulations.  

In 1984, Woolverton worked as a children’s 
television writer, creating scripts for popular shows 
such as Ewoks, The Real Ghostbusters, Alvin and the 
Chipmunks and Chip ‘n Dale Rescue Rangers.

Recently, she co-produced and wrote the 
screenplay for the much anticipated Tim Burton film 
Alice in Wonderland.

However, CSUF’s alumni dominate more than 
just the film industry. 

Try the National Basketball Association.

Cedric Z. Ceballos is a professional American 
basketball player who worked on his higher education 
at Ventura College and later CSUF.

As a small forward, Ceballos played for the Los 
Angeles Lakers and the Phoenix Suns. Ceballos 
finished his NBA career with the Dallas Mavericks, 
Detroit Pistons and Miami Heat.

Marc Stein is another name that has played a 
major role in the sports world.

Stein is a 1991 graduate of CSUF and a sports 
reporter who began writing for ESPN.com in 2000. 
In 2002, he signed on full time, taking the role as the 
site’s senior NBA writer. 

Stein also makes a regular broadcast appearance as 
a reporter/analyst for SportsCenter, NBA Shootaround, 
NBA Fastbreak, NBA Coast to Coast, ESPNEWS, and 
ESPN Radio.

For all of you politics-driven students, take note 
from CSUF alumnus and assemblyman Chris Norby 
(R-Fullerton).

Norby earned his M.A. in history from Cal State 
Fullerton.

The list of famous CSUF alumni goes on, and the 
previous names are just a few of the many who have 
graduated and have become extremely successful. 

This just shows that, for any student here, it is 
possible to set a goal, conquer it and make a name 
for oneself, while, at the same time, adding his or her 
name to that famous list of alumni. 

Graduating from school to stardom

Kevin Costner is likely one of Cal State Fullerton’s most notable graduates. Costner 
earned his B.A. in marketing and finance from CSUF in 1978.

Courtesy of MCT

“There are a bunch of people who 
base their worth on how many ‘likes’ 
they get,” Colborn said, “or the 
number of followers they have, and 
that’s lame.”

Alex Migliarini, 19, a business 
major, dislikes it when people flood 
his Instagram feed with superfluous 
pictures. He said he mainly uses the 
iPhone app to take his own pictures, 
and doesn’t follow as many people.

“I don’t like it when people spam 

or feel the need to post every detail 
of their life,” said Migliarini. “Some 
people I know post tons of pictures 
every day about everything they see. 
If people follow me, that’s cool; but I 
mainly use it as way to post to other 
sites or keep pictures.”

In March 2012, according to an 
article in The Wall Street Journal, 
Instagram was valued at about $500 
million. In only two years, the app 
has created over 15 million users. 
With the expansion into the market 
of Android users, that number can 
be expected to grow.

With the recent purchase by 
Facebook for double the worth 
suggested by The Wall Street Journal, 
many are interested to see what this 
could mean for Instagram.

“It’s big that Facebook bought 
it,” Miliarini said. “It’s a social 
networking site, it was one of their 
main competitors, but smartphone-
based. Now there’s a ton of 
possibilities for what they could 
do. They could tie it into Facebook, 
release some sort of desktop 
application or find some way to 
monetize it through the app itself.”

Instagram currently has 13 
employees. Facebook paid almost 
$77 million per employee when they 
bought the company last week.

Mark Zuckerberg posted to 
Facebook his plans for the company 
when the acquisition was announced 
on April 9.

“That’s why we’re committed to 
building and growing Instagram 
independently,” Zuckerberg said. 
“Millions of people around the 
world love the Instagram app and 
the brand associated with it, and our 
goal is to help spread this app and 
brand to even more people.”

What exactly Facebook intends 
to do with Instagram is yet to 
be decided, but Zuckerberg said 
Instagram would still be able to post 
to other social networks or not post 
to Facebook if users wanted to.

“In the end, for me — as long as 
my experience doesn’t change — I’m 
fine with it,” Camp said. “As long 
as I can keep seeing great pictures it 
doesn’t matter to me.”

INSTAGRAM: Every aspiring photographer’s favorite application peaks

 ...Continued from page 1 In the end, for me 
— as long as my 

experience doesn’t change — 
I’m fine with it ... As long as I 
can keep seeing great pictures 
it doesn’t matter to me.

Josh Camp
Human Communications 

Major

Last year, we did this event 
with four other clubs, but 

there are a lot more members this 
year...

Hersh Jhaveri
Former President of ISA

 The list of famous Cal State 
Fullerton alumni is extensive

AJAI SPELLMAN
Daily Titan

Kevin Costner is a pretty big 
actor. It’s really cool to know 

that he went to the same school 
that I go to.

Matthew Mamangun
Biochemisty Major
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Aries (March 21-April 19) Do simple work 
now. Travel through imaginative wordsmith-
ing and literary projects, or the more literal kinds 
of exploration involving packing and tickets. Go.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)  Stick to simple 
work. It’s easy to get distracted. Ground your-
self in what you really love. Trust and remem-
ber that. Try a new route. Talk about what works.

Gemini (May 21-June 21)  You won’t be given 
more than you can handle. Discussion expands 
opportunities. A social contact proves to be 
very useful. Fulfill contractual obligations.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) There’s a prob-
lem you can figure out. Use newly acquired skills. 
There’s no shortage of information. Expand your 
options. Listen to your heart, and a loved one.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)  Your clever idea could turn 
into profit. Consider expanding it. Invest some 
time in a solid plan that inspires. Stick with tried-
and-true methods and cost-saving measures.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  Friends ask for advice. 
Talk to yourself about ideals, and be true to your-
self. Abundance can be yours, but you could 
get distracted. Get a plan, and stick to it.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)  Show generosity, and expand your 
efforts behind the scenes. Contact a defined market, and 
offer a solution. Optimism prevails. Explore new avenues.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Friends help you find 
your way around. Keep an optimistic outlook. Don’t 
be afraid to ask for company and encouragement, 
but don’t cling. Let go of attachment. It’s okay.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) It’s been busy late-
ly. Quiet action gets the deadlines met. Take 
it easy ... home’s the best place for you tonight. 
Catch up on some reading that feeds your soul.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) It’s easy to get dis-
oriented, especially in the morning. A part-
ner helps you get grounded. Do the tasks you can 
handle yourself and save plenty. Rest up after.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Practice makes perfect, espe-
cially for the next couple of days. Be cool, you’re attracting 
attention. Put your knowledge to good use. No excuses.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Despite distrac-
tions or chaos, expand in the direction that your 
love takes you. Do the work, with loving support.
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ACROSS
1 Loathe
6 Poke into

11 “Blue Hawaii”
prop

14 Rear
15 Houston hockey

team
16 Frat letters
17 *Place for after-

dinner courses
19 Banned pesticide
20 Magic show

reaction
21 Lots
22 “Omertà” author
23 Mystery writer

John Dickson __
25 *Repress
27 Double-__:

puzzle type
30 German pronoun
31 When many

Lyon Lions are
born

32 Brownish purple
35 Certain

commuter’s aid
39 Utter
40 See 33-Down,

and word that
can precede the
end of the
answers to
starred clues

42 Grinder
43 Uncredited actor
45 Yani Tseng’s org.
46 Home of Miami

University
47 Neighbor of Leb.
49 Neverending
51 *Skating

exhibitions
56 Fertile Crescent

land
57 Musty
58 Butter sources
60 American rival:

Abbr.
63 “__ Fine Day”:

1963 hit
64 *Delta’s aptly

named monthly
66 Fly the coop
67 Stud
68 Assays
69 Like some looks
70 Put up
71 Sorority letters

DOWN
1 River of Tuscany

2 “Joanie Loves
Chachi” co-star

3 Hearer of final
appeals

4 __Kosh B’Gosh
5 Comeback
6 Go to and fro
7 Post-op program
8 Maine campus

town
9 Promotes

10 Immigrant’s subj.
11 Excessive
12 Invasive

Japanese vine
13 Prevent legally
18 What ad libbers

ignore
22 Overabundance
24 Star
26 “My country, 

__ ...”
27 Horn, for one
28 Gravy thickener
29 Ringlet
33 With “and” and

40-Across,
emissions-
reducing method
whose first word
(this answer) can
follow the start of
the answers to
starred clues

34 Sidle
36 Burger follower
37 “Nessun dorma,”

e.g.
38 Combine, as

assets
41 Using (up)
44 Fireplace

powder
48 Chair on a porch
50 Fake
51 Fan club

focuses

52 Towpath locale
53 She’s not for you
54 “What did I do to

deserve this?”
55 “Poison” plant
59 Harangue
61 Architectural

pier
62 More, to a

minimalist
64 Elle, across the

Atlantic
65 Bit of a snore?
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“all men dream: 
buT noT equally. 

Those who dream by 
nighT in The dusTy 
reCesses of Their 
minds wake in The 

day To find ThaT iT 
was vaniTy: buT The 
dreamers of The day 
are dangerous men, 
for They may aCT 
Their dream wiTh 

open eyes, To make 
iT possible.”

- T.e. lawrenCe

Monday’s Puzzle Solved



For Cal State Fullerton’s Ultimate 
Frisbee team, a rise in new members 
also means a rise in the number of 
wins.

In its seventh year as a recognized 
club team, the Ultimate Frisbee team 
has seen a large influx of new players 
to boost the team’s roster, something 
the club has been struggling with 
for years. This season’s increase in 
membership follows years of low 
member numbers and, at one point, 
the team’s verge of collapse.

“We’ve been rebuilding the team 
the last few years, and just this 
year we’ve started being a really 
competitive team,” said senior 
Adam Ruggiero, team president.

Building up the competitiveness 
of the team has not gone without 
effect either, according to team 
member, senior Micah Seabrook.

“This year is our strongest year 
so far. We’re planning on going to 
regionals, which is as far as this 
team has ever gone. It’s a really 
fun team to be on, but we’re really 
competitive as of these past couple 
years,” said Seabrook.

In a sport played entirely through 
tournaments with multiple games 
per day, part of being competitive 
means bringing as many people to 
the field as possible.

“The bigger the team you 
have to bring to tournaments 
the stronger you can be, because 
even if we come to a tournament 
with 12 really good players … 
eventually we just get worn down,” 
Seabrook said.

This season has brought the 
higher numbers needed for 
success, with a jump from 10 team 
members to 19. More members is 
a boon to the team, according to 
senior Harry Meussner, team vice 
president.

“(New players are) immensely 
important. What they bring us is, 
first of all, fresh legs, second of 
all, potential and commitment. 
All of these younger students we 
have … they’re committed, and 
they’re all working on their game,” 
said Meussner.

Far from simply adding 
numbers to the team’s rosters, the 
new players also bring their own 
skill sets to the field. Coming 
from varied athletic backgrounds 
ranging from cross country to 
football, the new players come 
to be able to meet the physical 
demands of Ultimate Frisbee.

“This year’s recruiting class 
is amazing, and just (with the) 
growth that everyone’s made in 
the prior years, we’ve really built a 
solid core and there’s a lot of potential 
on the team,” Meussner said.

What all this adds up to, then, 
is the most successful season the 
Ultimate Frisbee team has ever 
seen. This season’s tournaments 
all show winning records for the 
CSUF team, and during a recent 
tournament in Las Vegas, the team 
went undefeated during pool play 
and only lost in bracket play to 
the two championship teams. This 
also follows an Irvine tournament 
where the team finished with their 
first winning record. Overall, the 
team has a current winning record 
of 15-7.

With a change in leadership 
coming as both Ruggiero and 
Meussner step down as president 
and vice president, respectively, 
the younger players will have the 
chance to step up and continue this 
season’s success in coming years.

“We just want to keep getting 
recruiting classes and keep 
developing the players that we 
have, and … we want our team to 
be well set up for when this initial 
class leaves … We’re going to 
really work on, next year, setting 
up a transition,” Meussner said.

SPORTS
10 April 17, 2012

Contact  Us at  dtsportsdesk@gmai l .com

Big West Challenge Invades CSUF

WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

Runners from several Big West schools compete in one of the track and field events during the Big West Challenge. Due to the weather, the event was postponed from 
Friday to Sunday. Both the men and women finished fourth in the team rankings after 19 events scored. CSUF will be competing in the Mt. Sac Relays this weekend.

 Membership has 
jumped from 10 to 19 
since last season

CYNTHIA WASHICKO
For the Daily Titan

Show me the pride, not the money

NBA stars Dwyane Wade and Ray Allen have gone 
on record saying that they want to be compensated for 
playing for Team USA in the Olympics.

However, the Olympics have literally been around 
for thousands of years and no one has ever asked to be 
paid for playing.Besides, it’s not about being paid to 
play. It’s about representing your country and going 
out there and competing with the world’s best and 
brightest athletes.

Men and women go to the Olympics because 
they’re proud of who they are and what their country 
is all about. It’s about pride and honor, something 
Wade and Allen seem to have forgotten since signing 
their multimillion-dollar contracts.

Wade said that the schedule that comes with a 
commitment to a national team is too demanding.

“It’s a lot of things you do for the Olympics — 
a lot of jerseys you sell,” Wade told ESPN. “We 
play the whole summer. I do think guys should be 
compensated. Just like I think college players should 
be compensated as well. Unfortunately, it’s not there. 

But I think it should be something, you know, there 
for it.”

I understand that the players play all summer 
and that if they go to the Olympics, there isn’t much 
downtime if their teams go deep into the playoffs. 
Olympic basketball players whose NBA teams make 
it to the Finals would have two weeks to get ready for 
the Olympics.

If Team USA makes it to the gold medal game, 
that leaves a mere month left before players resume 
workouts to get ready for the NBA season.

Furthermore, sure, they sell jerseys. What Team 
USA fan wouldn’t want a jersey with Wade’s name 
printed on it? Wade is upset that there is no rest 
between the NBA season and the Olympics.

“The biggest thing is now you get no rest,” Wade 
said in an article in ESPN.com. “So you go to the end 
of the season, (Team USA) training camp is two weeks 
later. You’re giving up a lot to do it. It’s something you 
want to do. But it’s taxing on your body. You’re not 
playing for the dollar. But it would be nice if you 
would get compensated.”

No one is forcing Allen and Wade to play. There 
are probably other players more deserving to go 
to the Olympics anyway and the two have already 
experienced the Olympics, with Allen winning a 
gold medal in 2000 in Sydney, Australia and Wade 
winning in 2008 in Beijing, China.

According to the New York Daily News, however, 
Carmelo Anthony said he’d rather have the gold 
medal over money.

“I’ve been dealing with the USA Team since I 
was 16, and I haven’t gotten paid yet,” Anthony 
told reporter Frank Isola. “And it’s been good to me. 
Everybody has their own opinion about it. It doesn’t 
matter to me if I get a check or not. I’m still going to 
go play.”

Anthony won the gold medal in the 2008 Beijing 
games with Wade.Still, if the Olympics Committee 
were to begin giving compensation to basketball 
players, then every Olympian will begin wanting 
compensation, and that’s not what the Olympics 
are about.Seriously, I can just imagine the women’s 
gymnastics team asking for monetary compensation 
for participating in the Olympics if Wade and Allen 
have their ways.

If basketball players were to begin collecting 
monetary compensation, then all Olympians would 
eventually want their piece of the pie. Consumerism 
would then skyrocket in order to pay the hundreds of 
people participating in the Olympics.

As a result, participating in the Olympics would 
no longer be about having pride in representing your 
country, or winning a gold medal for your country. 
Instead, it would become all about greed and how 
much money participants earn.

 Athletes shouldn’t be 
compensated for participating 
in the Olympic Games

RICHARD ANDERSON
Daily Titan

Growing club spins 
into rising success
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