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President Hopeful 
Ron Paul Visits 
CSUF
Ron Paul, the first presidential candidate 
to visit CSUF since Ronald Reagan, 
spoke at Titan Stadium Wednesday night. 
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GOP CANDIDATE SPEAKS AT TITAN STADIUM

At a conference held at Cal State Long Beach, the 
California Faculty Association (CFA) announced that 
95 percent of its members have voted to go on two-day 
rolling strikes if a settlement is not reached on contract 
negotiations with Chancellor Charles B. Reed and the 
Cal State University Management.

The CFA, which represents 24,000 faculty 
members in the CSU, began the voting process to 
give authorization to their Board of Directors the 
call to launch into a strike. The vote to strike was 
held between April 16 and April 27. Votes could be 
submitted either online or in person.

The strike can only occur when the bargaining 
process has concluded. Legally, the CFA can only go 
on strike after both sides fail to meet a settlement 
contract in each step of the negotiation process. The 
CSU and the CFA are entering the last phase of the 
bargaining process.

“Negotiating with the representatives of CSU 
Chancellor Charles Reed has been a difficult and 
disappointing process,” said Andy Merrifield, chair of 
the CFA Bargaining Team.

Merrifield said that this was not a fight the CFA 
wanted to have. He said that the CFA originally 
suggested extending their contracts and would work with 
the administration on the funding that the CSU system 

so desperately needs, but the CSU failed to extend.
“We are the people that teach in the classrooms … we 

want to do the best job that we can and are well aware of 
the challenges, probably far more aware than the people 
in the Chancellor’s Office because we are out there with 
our students on the campus every day,” said Merrifield.

Merrifield said a fair contract will allow the CFA to 
support their families, do a good job as educators and 
help their students.

CFA President Lillian Taiz said the vote to strike is 
a teachable moment and providing higher education 
toward students.

“The past two weeks we have been showing our 
students that there are times where you must stand up 
for the things you believe in,” said Taiz. “We believe in 
our students and the promise this state made to provide 
them with quality higher education.”

Taiz said that both the students and faculty have been 
slammed by the for-prioritization stance the CSU has 
taken: Students by the increasing fees and faculty with 
furloughs and layoffs.

“The faculty of the California State University have 
had enough,” Taiz said. “Enough of executives putting 
themselves above the needs of the students. Enough of 
managers using budget cuts as an excuse to destroy the 
quality of our students’ education.”

No exact timetable has been set for the rolling 
strike, but Taiz said the strike will most likely occur in 
the fall 2012 semester.
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Republican presidential candidate 
Ron Paul gave a speech at Cal 
State Fullerton’s Titan Stadium 
Wednesday. The stadium was filled 
with avid supporters of Paul. They, 
and others interested in hearing 
his message, waited to hear the 
candidate speak in person.

Some attendees held signs that 
read “incorruptible,” “Ron Paul 
Revolution,” “restore America,” and 
“no inflation without representation.” 
The crowd energetically responded 
to Paul’s ideas.

Derek Leininger, a graduate 
student of public administration, 
introduced Paul to the roaring 
crowd. 

“It was more than I could 
have ever thought it would be. 
I used to be an undergrad here. 
I’m a graduate student now,” said 
Leininger. “I’ve never seen anything 
like this before.” 

At least 4,000 people were in 
attendance, many of them Paul 
supporters.   

During his hourlong speech, 
Paul discussed issues such as 
economic sanctions, his stance 
on foreign policy, war, religious 
freedom, the Patriot Act and 
health care. 

While talking about entitlement, 
Paul quoted his bumper sticker in 
Washington D.C.  

“It says, simply, ‘Don’t steal, the 
government hates competition,’” 
Paul said. 

The loudest cheer of the evening 
came while Paul shared his stance on 
medicinal marijuana.

Twelve students across seven Cal State Universities 
vowed to stop eating Wednesday at midnight in hopes of 
persuading CSU Chancellor Charles B. Reed to cooperate 
with the students’ demands.

The active campuses include Cal State Fullerton, 
Cal State Northridge, Cal State Dominguez Hills, Cal 
State Long Beach, Cal State Los Angeles, Cal State San 
Bernardino and Sacramento State.

The Students for Quality Education (SQE) chapters at 
the respective universities organized the hunger strike. 

Donnie Bessom, 27, a political science graduate student 
at Cal State Long Beach is currently the only demonstrator 
participating for the duration of the systemwide strike. 
Two other Cal State Long Beach students and SQE 
members, Cesar Cabrera and Tito Alonso, will be fasting 
for several days in solidarity with Bessom. 

“We have failed leadership,” said Bessom. “Our 
chancellor is overtly corrupt — he’s giving raises to 
executives when he shouldn’t be, so we wanted to step it 
up to put pressure on him.” 

Tuition hikes have affected students and forced them 
to take out loans to pay for tuition, said Bessom, who has 
accumulated a debt of about $60,000 in loans.

“I work three jobs, and I had to quit a job to take care 
of my dad,” Bessom said. “So, for me, it was really hard. 
It’s like sometimes people have to choose between paying 
rent or paying tuition.”

The students participating in SQE’s hunger strike 
are calling for a five-year tuition freeze, the elimination 
of housing and car allowances for presidents and 
executives, a reduction in administrative pay to 1999 
levels and the removal of restrictions on free speech at 
the universities and at the chancellor’s office, where 
students are only given half an hour to speak their 
concerns, Bessom said.

“They keep increasing (salaries) as if nothing’s 
happening, as if there is no crisis,” Bessom said. “So, we’re 
saying, ‘Listen, we’re at 1999 levels for school, why aren’t 
you at 1999 levels as administrators and executives?’”

The SQE hunger strikers have successfully scheduled 
their first meeting with Reed, after around a 10-year-long 
attempt, Bessom said. The meeting will take place Friday.

Students for Quality Education 
(SQE) officially began their hunger 
strike Wednesday. 

The students are starving themselves 
of food in response to the Cal State 
University Chancellor Charles B. Reed 
and Chair Bob Linscheid’s failure to 
engage in direct dialogue with students 
over their demands.

David Inga, a history graduate 
student and the only Cal State 
Fullerton student participating 
in the strike, plans to engage in 
deliberate starvation along with 11 
other students from six other CSU 
campuses. 

The SQE chapter at CSUF set 
up two tents and signs on the lawn 
in front of Langsdorf Hall Tuesday 
and plans to stay until Friday. 
About four students, including 

Inga, spent the night on the lawn 
Tuesday night.

Inga said the occupation in front 
of Langsdorf Hall will be brief 
because he and other supporters 
will be joining other student hunger 
strikers in Long Beach Friday.

SQE presented four demands to 
the CSU Board of Trustees March 20. 
They gave them about 30 days to sit 
at the table to discuss four demands: 
Create a five-year freeze on tuition 
increases, eliminate all housing and 
car allowances for all 23 campus 
presidents, rollback executive salaries 

to 1999 levels and an extend of 
freedom of speech on all campuses, 
including the Presidential Directive 
No. 5, which SQE members have 
said limit free speech.

Inga said the student group wants 
to have their voices represented 
as the Board of Trustees is not a 
democratically elected body, and the 
Board’s decisions are not made on 
behalf of faculty, students and the 
greater university community. 

 See PAUL, page 2Republican primary candidate Ron Paul speaks to thousands of students and locals at Titan Stadium Wednesday. The event, hosted by the College Republicans, was 
originally going to be held on the Engineering and Computer Sciences Lawn before it was relocated. Photos by Robert Huskey (top) and William Camargo (bottom).
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David Inga, the only Cal State Fullerton student volunteering to go without food as 
part of the hunger strike, moves bottled water into Langsdorf Hall Wednesday night.
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“We want to advance the cause 
of liberty to such an extreme that 
we want to return to the time that 
we were allowed to drink raw milk 
if we wanted to,” Paul said. “And 
if an individual happens to be ill 
and has heard growing certain 
substances in their backyard can 
help them, let them do it.”

Overall, both student and 
nonstudent attendees were excited 
to see what Paul had to say.  

Brian Bengali, a fourth-year 
business major, is a Paul supporter. 

“I really agree with a lot of his 
principles, I think he is the most 
consistent politician we’ve ever 
seen. He is not a flip-flopper; he’s 
not going to tell you what you 
want to hear to get your votes,” 
said Bengali. “I think he is a great 
guy, and I think he is what we need 
for our country — and I’m not a 
Republican, by the way.” 

The event had seen some 
changes in the past few days, with 
the event scheduled to occur in at 
least two different locations before 
it ended up at Titan Stadium. 

“(It was temporarily promoted 
before) having the final approval 
from the university, so that’s why 
it took so long,” Leininger said. 

The College Republicans played 
an important role in getting Paul 
to come to CSUF.  

Patrick Ryan, one of the founders 
of the College Republicans and a 
fourth-year accounting and finance 
major, hoped that people would gain 
a new perspective from Paul’s speech. 

“Us young people should be the 
most active on campus and in our 
communities to promote change that 
will help us get jobs and help make 
our countries prosperous,” said Ryan. 

Although Paul has a sizeable 
following, Romney is still ahead 
in the polls. Some students aren’t 
sure if Paul can beat Romney in 
the Republican primaries.  

Brandon Haghverdian, a fourth-
year student at the University 
of CaIifornia, Irvine and Paul 
supporter, doesn’t think Paul can 
win the primaries.  

“Because he’s never won a straw 
poll and what nominee in the 
Republican Party has ever become 
the nominee after never winning a 
straw poll?” he said. 

Ryan said he believes Paul still 
has a chance.

“He’s actually racking up tons 
of delegates. (The) delegate process 
is kind of really confusing, but 
he is doing pretty well,” Ryan 
said. “Head-to-head with Obama, 
Ron Paul beats Obama … both 
Democrats and Republicans can 
get behind Ron Paul.” 

Even though Paul’s success in the 
upcoming primaries is unknown, 
even those who don’t think he will 
win are still standing behind him.  

“He is still a great politician and 
he is still somebody you should 

listen to. He is a revolutionary, and 
there will probably be no one like 
him for awhile,” Haghverdian said. 

Even Paul himself acknowledged 
his actual chances of winning the 
primaries, but he spoke of his 
desire to make a difference.

“I’ll tell you one thing — that 
on short range you might not make 
the predictions, but on the long 
range if we pursue this course and 
we are determined, we will change 
this country and we will change 
the concept of liberty not only in 
this country, but throughout the 
world,” Paul said.

PAUL: Some supporters believe the candidate can make a comeback
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A supporter holds a campaign sign during Ron Paul’s speech Wednesday at Titan Stadium.
ALLAN XU / Daily Titan

The House of Representatives approved 
legislation aimed at providing a more 
defensible net infrastructure for both the 
government and large private companies 
April 26.

H.R. 3523 — also known as the Cyber 
Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act 
(CISPA) — passed House approval on a 
248-168 vote, despite open opposition from 
several organizations, the Senate and some 
members of the White House.

CISPA, introduced and sponsored by 
Reps. Mike Rogers (R-Mich.) and Dutch 
Ruppersberger (D-Md.), is intended to 
lift “barriers” that currently make sharing 
information between private companies 
and the government legally problematic. 
The aim is to allow intelligence agencies 
in the government to share information 
regarding cyber threats with companies, 
and companies in turn to share sensitive 
information with these agencies.

“What CISPA is proposing to do is 
establish a common platform through 
which corporations and the government 
can exchange cyber-security information 
more quickly and efficiently than can be 
done today,” said Daniel Soper, Ph.D., a 
Cal State Fullerton assistant professor of 
the Information Systems Department, in 
an email.

The driving force for the bill comes from 
the growing risk of cyber-terrorism and 
hacking attacks that threaten large businesses.

Large corporations have taken a 
resounding interest in passing CISPA.  

Since the bill has been approved, 34 
companies have shown support, according 
to analysis by MapLight.org. Most notable 
are wireless phone companies (AT&T, 
Sprint Nextel Corporation, T-Mobile USA 
and Verizon), PC and software corporations 
(IBM, Intel and Microsoft) and even the 
popular social media platform Facebook.

Under CISPA, companies would be 
protected from legal action for sharing 
information, but only if it related to 
safeguarding against potential electronic 
attacks and not if it garnered them a 
competitive advantage in the market. 
This information, in turn, would not be 
disclosed to the public.

Because of the fairly broad language 
used by the act and its dealing with sharing 
of sensitive information, CISPA has faced 
criticism and opposition from several Web-
based activists.

“Without highly specific language, 
corporations or governments can engage 
in a wide range of potentially questionable 
activities and justify their actions by pointing 
to the broad language in the bill,” Soper said.

Prior to its approval, organizations like 
the American Civil Liberties Union have 
responded with constructive proposals on 
how to improve the bill, while others like 
the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) 
have called for direct intervention from 
the populous.

“CISPA would give companies a free pass 
to monitor and collect communications, 

including huge amounts of personal data 
like text messages and emails,” said Rebecca 
Jeschke, media relations director and digital 
rights analyst for the EFF, in an email. 
“Companies could ship the data wholesale to 
the government or anyone else provided they 
claim it was for cyber-security purposes.”

The sentiment is echoed by the Sunlight 
Foundation, which has made claims that 
CISPA directly overrides existing policies 
set forth by the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA).

“(CISPA) bypasses federal laws that 
are supposed to protect our privacy,” 
Jeschke said.

To some, the legislation is likened to the 
controversial Stop Online Piracy Act (SOPA) 
and Protect Intellectual Property Act (PIPA) 
that gained prominence in late 2011. A 
combined effort of legislative support and 
online activism eventually led Congress to 
abandon pursuit of the acts in January 2012.  

Some feel the bill is only aimed at piracy.
“I’m completely against it,” said Chris 

Gallina, 21, a marine biology major. “There 
has to be other ways of stopping piracy 
without infringing on First Amendment 
rights.”

But to others, the distinction between the 
acts is important to note; namely that CISPA 
has dangerous potential that SOPA did not.

“The language used in CISPA … is so 
broad that digital piracy could be interpreted 
as a cyber-security threat, which would bring 
such piracy into the domain of the CISPA 
bill,” Soper said.

The opposition from Congress is 

another problem CISPA supporters face. 
Senators including Joe Lieberman and 
Dianne Feinstein have opposed the bill 
in favor of a completely different bill that 
would put the Department of Homeland 
Security at the forefront of controlling 
cyber-security standards.

“A bill must pass Congress and not be 
vetoed by the president to become law,” said 
Matthew Jarvis, CSUF assistant professor of 
political science in an email. “That means 
the same exact bill, so the Senate might pass 
something similar, but it only goes to the 
president if it’s identical.”

This could cause problems for CISPA in 
the near future. The Obama administration 
has shown preference to the Senate bill 
and, though stalled, has threatened to veto 
CISPA. But with the proposals split among 
Congress, whether either policy will make it 
to the crucial executive phase is doubtful.

“Since the Senate is opposed to (CISPA), 
it won’t even get that far,” Jarvis said. “If it 
did, I seriously doubt there would be enough 
votes for an override (of a veto).”

With the 2012 presidential election 
rapidly approaching and the possibility of 
new leadership in the White House, the fate 
of CISPA remains uncertain.

The only thing certain seems to be the 
polarizing effects such bills cause.

“In the end, there’s a reason that the 
government and virtually all major media 
companies support CISPA and SOPA, while 
virtually all civil rights and digital privacy 
groups such as the ACLU or the (EFF) 
oppose these bills,” Soper said.
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Cyber information bill sparks controversy

 The two-day rolling strikes will impact all 23 
campuses in the CSU, which could result with some 
400,000 students being affected. The strikes will 
alternate to each campus for two days each, until a 
new contract can be agreed upon.

For Reyes Fidalgo, Cal State Fullerton professor 
of modern languages, the high percentage of voters 
agreeing to strike is not a surprise.

“Faculty are overburdened and deeply worried 
about the state of the educational system, and not 
just in California,” said Fidalgo, who is also a CSU 
senator. “It is not any longer — if it ever was — about 
faculty, salaries or workload. I believe it is more about 
not being able to see the end of it and the agony of 
seeing students struggle to make ends meet while 
they carry a portion of debt that will impede them to 
move forward for years.”

Christa McCarthy, professor of computer science, 
said if the strike does occur, it will be disruptive for 
students, but noted that the disruption will be a short-
term loss to a long-term gain.

“I hope that their main focus is on the education of 
the student … and money spent on teachers should be 
where money is spent,” said McCarthy. “I don’t think 
faculty ever wants to strike; it’s disruptive.”

The CFA and CSU will resume bargaining talks as 
they go back to the negotiating table Thursday. Faculty 
protests will occur May 8 during the next CSU meeting.

“The message to Chancellor Reed is absolutely 
clear: the CSU faculty have run out of patience. It’s 
time to address seriously the issues in front of us 
so that our faculty can get back to the business of 
providing quality higher education to the students of 
California,” Taiz said.

CFA: Fall strike planned

 ...Continued from page 1 RICARDO GONZALEZ
Daily Titan
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Officials said the reopening of 
the San Onofre Nuclear Generating 
Station (SONGS) is still unlikely 
until several maintenance and safety 
concerns caused by wear-and-tear 
have been satisfied. The power plant 
has been closed since Jan. 9.

The plant is a distinguishable 
complex of buildings along the coast 
on the southbound drive on the 5 
freeway toward San Diego.

Safety concerns were further 
complicated when Southern 
California Edison (SCE) announced 
April 20 that a fire broke out on 
an electrical panel on the Unit 
2 generator, according to a press 
release. The fire was said to be in 
a “non-radiological side” of the 
unit. That unit, along with Unit 3, 
remains down for “steam generator 
testing and analysis,” according to 
the press release.

The majority of the plant is 
owned by SCE. San Diego Gas and 
Electric also has transmission access 
to the plant.  

Scott Andresen, a spokesman 
for SCE, said the fire on April 20 
was an isolated event and has no 
bearing on new safety measures 
being implemented with the 
steam generation.  

Andresen said the fire took 45 
minutes to put out.  

The Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) was immediately 
notified about the fire, according to 
the press release.     

“They are required to report any 
event out of the norm,” said Lara 
Uselding, a public relations officer 
for the NRC.

The plant was shut down earlier 
this year when a tube carrying 
radioactive gas began to leak. Further 
inspection of the issue showed wear 
on many other tubes, which posed 
further threat.

“We’re coming up with an action 
plan that we’re going to submit to 

the NRC,” said Andresen. “We’re 
inspecting and analyzing all the 
tubes … Then we’re going to say, 
‘This is our action plan.’”

The NRC has inspectors at 
the plant overseeing the progress, 
Uselding said.   

“We (the NRC) will not authorize 
restart until they meet some of the 
agreements,”  Uselding said.

NRC officials are visiting the site 
to fix some of the tube degradation 
problems, Uselding said.   

“We’re working on the plan right 
now … We’re looking at all the data, 
and it’s a very thorough process. This 
is engineering and science at work,” 
Andresen said.  

“The NRC is with us looking at 
the data … Mitsubishi is working 
with us … We’re getting with the 
best minds looking at the best 
solution,” Andresen said. “We don’t 
have a date for when we’re going to 
restart … Our main priority is the 
safety of the plant … And we won’t 
restart until we’re satisfied that it is 
safe to do so.”

Uselding said the plant will not 
go back up until the NRC deems the 
conditions acceptable.  

“The NRC has an augmented 
team that continues to do 
assessments,” she said. “Restart will 
require NRC permission.”

The disastrous earthquake in Japan 
in March 2011, which triggered a 
tsunami and a subsequent nuclear 
meltdown, has caused intense scrutiny 
to nuclear power in the United States. 
Regulators and inspectors began 
to scramble for a review of nuclear 
power after the disaster.

Immediately following the events 
in Japan, Germany went so far as to 
propose a phaseout of nuclear power 
altogether by 2022.

The San Onofre Nuclear Generating 
Station has a 25-foot tsunami wall in 
front of it on the beach.    

SCE told the Los Angeles 
Times that the plant is designed 

to withstand a 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake directly under the plant.  

When the Fukushima Daichi 
Plant leaked along the coast of Japan 
last year after the earthquake and 
tsunami, elevated levels of radiation 
were detected as far away as Tokyo, 
which is 160 miles away.  

The San Onofre plant is 67 miles 
away from Los Angeles.   

The Fukushima meltdown 
was classified as a level 7, the 
worst nuclear meltdown since the 
Chernobyl disaster in Ukraine 
in 1986, where the entire 
surrounding area was rendered 
uninhabitable.

On the beaches near San 
Onofre, as well as throughout San 
Clemente, the plant has installed 
large siren horns to alert anyone in 
the area in case of an emergency.

Several times throughout the 
year, the siren rang through the area 
during emergency system tests.

San Clemente safety officials call 
these “growl tests.”

“Our number one priority is, 
and always has been, the health 
and safety of the public and our 
employees,” said SCE Senior Vice 
President and Chief Nuclear Officer 
Pete Dietrich. “Our commitment 
remains the same; the utility will 
only bring the units on line when we 
and the NRC are satisfied that it is 
safe to do so.”

San Clemente is one of several 
cities in the area that include the 
San Onofre plant in its emergency 
preparedness plans.

Jen Tucker, the city’s emergency 
planning officer, said that the city 
works with SCE in testing the 
plant’s sirens. She said there are 19 
of the alarms installed in the city and 
others in surrounding communities.

“We engage our businesses and 
residents to be prepared for any 
emergencies in the unlikely event of 
an emergency at (the power plant),” 
said Tucker.
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The Senate Committee on Education rejected a 
measure that would have allowed school districts to put 
advertisements on its school buses as an additional source 
of revenue. The districts would have also had full authority 
to decide how that extra money would have been spent.

SB 1295, which was authored by Senate Republican 
leader Bob Huff (R-Diamond Bar), could have led to an 
estimated $31-million boost annually to the California 
school system, according to a California Taxpayers 
Association study.

“We share (Huff’s) goal of looking for creative ways to 
increase government revenue without increasing taxes that 
would have a negative impact on California’s economy, 
which is struggling with more than 2 million Californians 
out of work,” said David Kline, vice president of 
communications and research for CalTax.

Currently, seven states in America allow 
advertisements on school buses.

“Several other states permit school districts to sell 
advertising on the sides of school buses, and we believe 
California should allow its local school districts to 
benefit from this source of revenue too,” Kline said.

Under California law, school districts are permitted 
to sell advertising space in other places around 
campus. Advertising is already used inside school 
buses, in school hallways, as well as inside yearbooks 
and student newspapers.

The measure would not have affected current school 
bus law, which requires the words “school bus” in 
letters no less than eight inches in height to be on the 
bus. Advertisements would have instead been placed 
on other surfaces, such as the sides of the bus.

Huff said he believes this legislation was different 
than others, and that this is what would have made it 
appealing for schools.

“It was not introduced with a one-size-fits-all mentality 
that we see enacted far too often for our public schools. 
My legislation gave school districts the option of allowing 
advertising sales on school buses … It also gave individual 
school districts the option of spending advertising 
revenues on whatever they needed or wanted,” said Huff.

The bill was co-authored by a number of state 
senators, including Sen. Tom Harman, who represents 
the 35th District, which covers most of the Orange 
County beach cities.

“Senator Harman is a co-author of the measure because 
he believes that every student should be given the chance 
to succeed, and if the majority of the Legislature does not 
wish to prioritize education funding in the state budget, 
school districts should be given every opportunity to have 
appropriate funding sources,” said Katie Curnow, a Senate 
Fellow for the Harman office.

The process for SB 1295 started a year ago when Gov. 
Jerry Brown ordered $1 billion in trigger cuts that impacted 
both K-12 and higher education. The trigger cuts were the 
result of a budget passed last fiscal year by Democrats.

“We knew that local schools would be scrambling to 
backfill the loss in state funding with other sources of 
revenue,” Huff said. “That was the genesis behind the 
formation of this legislation that slowly began to take 
shape as we conducted research into how this advertising 
option was working in other parts of the country.”

The rejection of SB 1295 was upsetting to Huff, who 
still is unsure of what part of the measure did not work for 
the Senate Education Committee.

“The opponents of this measure never really did surface 
to spell out exactly why they were opposed, but the 
committee chair made it clear that he preferred tax hikes 
on California families rather than giving school districts 
the option and flexibility to gain additional revenue 
through advertising sales,” Huff said.

Huff believed this legislation would have appealed to state 
taxpayers, who are very much against any kind of tax hikes.

“My legislation didn’t place any kind of burden on 
California families … State taxpayers have rejected 
the last seven proposed tax hikes they’ve voted on. 
That message is fairly clear to Senate Republicans. 
I don’t believe we need to ask voters for another tax 
hike because they’ve already provided us with a clear 
answer,” Huff said.

While the rejection of the measure was disheartening, 
Huff said he intends to continue to fight for the California 
education system.

“I’m always optimistic that my Democrat opponents 
will see the light. I never give up fighting,” Huff said. 

There will also be a solidarity 
event Saturday at The Neighborhood 
Church in Long Beach.

Protesters from Long Beach 
will be staying the night at The 
Neighborhood Church, where 
other protesters will be joining 
them for the event Saturday, 
Bessom said.

Bessom said the hunger strike will 
continue until the students’ demands 
are met, and he has prepared for 
that by drinking a lot of water and 
staying hydrated.

“I’m going to go as long as it takes,” 
Bessom said.

Cathie Pacheco, 21, a double major 
in gender and women’s studies and 
Central American studies at Cal State 
Northridge, is one of the four students 
participating in the SQE hunger strike 
for her school.

Pacheco said the first day of the 
Northridge hunger strike was “great,” 
and attracted attention from the 
media, professors, the Associated 
Students president and students 
throughout the day.

“There has constantly been people 
at our table,” said Pacheco. “The 
hunger strikers are doing well.”

Some professors from the Chicano 
studies, women’s studies and 
communication studies departments 
at Cal State Northridge will hold a 
“blessing ceremony” Thursday for their 
respective campus’ hunger strikers, 
Pacheco said.

“A few of our professors are actually 

going to do a blessing ceremony for the 
hunger strikers (Thursday) at 4 (p.m.) 
… giving a chance to commemorate 
the hunger strikers for the sacrifice that 
they’re doing since they are putting 
… their bodies on the line for our 
education and for future generations’ 
education,” Pacheco said.

Pacheco said she will remain 
in communication with the other 
schools’ movements.

“We’re definitely going to be 
contacting through Facebook, of 
course, and emails,” Pacheco said. 
“We’re constantly working on 
communicating about what’s going 
to happen next week at the Board of 
Trustees and also what’s going to be 
happening on Friday with the meeting 
with Chancellor Reed.”

Nigel Etem, 23, a film major at 
Cal State Long Beach, said the tuition 

increases have affected students 
financially and the prolonged the time 
it takes to attain a degree. However, a 
hunger strike will not work without 
student awareness.

“I don’t think it will really make an 
impact at all — especially when half 
of the students, if not more, don’t 
know anything about it,” said Etem.

Some of the hunger strike sites 
have someone on location to keep 
track of the protesters’ health, like 
Nestor Guzman, a pre-film major at 
Cal State Long Beach.

“I’m here for support, but I’m also 
the medical person,” said Guzman. 
“I’m certified in standard first aid, 
and so I’m just here to keep track of 
them, just to make sure that nothing 
happens — just to keep record of 
how their health is doing throughout 
the last couple of days.”

Due to a fire that broke out April 20, the San Onofre nuclear plant has installed large siren horns to alert anyone in the area in case of 
an emergency. The emergency system sirens are tested several times a year to ensure functionality. The drills are known as “growl tests.”

STEPHEN McGLADE / Daily Titan

Local power plant closure 
to continue due to repairs
 San Onofre nuclear 

station’s fire added to 
the safety concerns

EZEKIEL HERNANDEZ
Daily Titan

Ads on school buses declined
HAILEY MORAN
Daily Titan

HUNGER: Protesters vow to stay as long as necessary
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Donnie Bessom, political science grad student from CSULB, sits under the tent set up 
on campus. He along with 12 CSU students are protesting until demands are met.

WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan



One of four versions of 
Edvard Munch’s iconic art 
piece “The Scream” was sold 
for $119,922,500 at a New 
York Sotheby’s auction house 
Wednesday. An anonymous 
buyer purchased the piece far 
above its presale estimate of $80 
million, according to CNN.

The purchase set the record for 
most expensive piece of artwork 
ever sold, a distinction previously 
held by Pablo Picasso’s painting 
“Nude, Green Leaves, and 
Bust,” which was sold for $106.5 
million in 2010.

The auctioned piece, one of two 
pastel versions of “The Scream” 
that Munch created sometime 
between 1893 and 1910, was 
the only one available to private 
collectors. The other, along 
with its two painted versions, 
are currently on display at the 
National Gallery of Norway and 
the Munch Museum in Oslo.

Called “the portrait of the 
soul,” “The Scream” depicts a 
skeletal figure clutching its skull 
and screaming, and is Munch’s 
most well-known piece. Now, it 
is his most expensive work of art 
sold.

Record Sale for 
‘The Scream’

Brief by Ricardo Gonzalez

A San Diego college student 
filed a claim Wednesday for 
damages inflicted when he was 
forgotten in a holding cell for five 
days. The claim is the beginning 
of the process for a civil suit in 
federal court.

Daniel Chong, 23, was left 
handcuffed and given no food 
or water in a Drug Enforcement 
Administration cell where he was 
“accidentally left,” according to a 
DEA statement.

He screamed and cried for 
help, but no one responded. 
Chong was forced to drink his 
own urine to survive.

Chong is a fifth-year engineering 
student at UC San Diego. He 
was detained April 21 when DEA 
agents raided a house they believed 
was used as a place to illegally 
distribute ecstasy. Chong admitted 
to the DEA that he visited the 
house to engage in drug activity.

It was not until April 25 that 
Chong was rediscovered by an 
agent.

Chong was rushed to a hospital 
and kept in intensive care for two 
days. He was close to death from 
kidney failure, his lawyer said.

Man Stranded in 
Jail Cell

Brief by Hailey Moran

Iran’s oil production has fallen 
to its lowest level in 20 years, 
proving that sanctions led by the 
United States are starting to create 
a damaging effect on the Iranian 
economy, a Vienna-based research 
firm concluded Wednesday.  

The new data spread through 
market wires worldwide. Crude 
oil is Iran’s main exported good. 
The Obama administration has 
opted to take an aggressive stance 
in pursuing sanctions, engaging 
some of Iran’s biggest customers 
like Japan and China to sway them 
off Iranian oil.   

As a nation, Iran has the world’s 
fourth-largest proven reserves 
stockpile of oil, according to the 
data from the CIA factbook.   

“According to Vienna-based 
JBC Energy GmbH, Iran’s crude 
output fell to 3.2 million barrels a 
day in April, down 150,000 barrels 
a day in two months,” according to 
a Wall Street Journal article.   

According to a report by Reuters 
Apr. 23, Iran has had to resort to 
deploying half of its oil tanker fleet 
into the Persian Gulf the purpose 
of storing excess stocks of crude oil 
that can’t find its way to buyers.

Iranian Oil at  
20-Year Low

Brief by Ezekiel Hernandez
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El Dorado Ranch, the new residency 
of incoming Cal State Fullerton 
President Mildred Garcia, is receiving a 
“sprucing up” to the tune of $300,000.

The eight-bedroom home sits atop 
an elevated 4.5-acre private estate on 
Harbor Boulevard in Fullerton.   

Its last price assessment had it valued 
at over $3.4 million, according to The 
Orange County Register.  

Former President Milton A. Gordon 
lived there for most of his tenure, and 
moved out earlier this year to make 
way for the renovations.  

“I was raised in the south side of 
Chicago and never dreamed I’d live in 
a home so beautiful,” Gordon said to 
the Los Angeles Times.   

In a recent California State 
University Board of Trustees meeting, 

the board granted Garcia the highest 
possible salary of $324,500, in 
accordance to the new 10 percent 
cap that was ordered by the state. The 
board also granted her access to occupy 
the El Dorado estate.  

The number was first reported 
April 27 by California Watch, an 
investigative reporting group that 
covers education issues.  

Other news outlets immediately 
began to cover the story, with CBS and 
The Orange County Register picking 
up on the renovation fund.  

The next day, the university released 
a press release on the renovations, 
the first time the university publicly 
acknowledged the renovations.  

The funds were authorized by 
Interim President Willie Hagan, 
according to the press release.  

The press release starts by explaining 
that the house is used for university-
related events for students and faculty 
during commencement season.  

The Ranch is scheduled to be 
ready for occupation by July 1.  

CSUF’s Office of Design and 
Construction is responsible for 
the renovations at the ranch. The 
renovations include patching up 
leaks, asbestos removal and other 
modernizations.  

Paula Selleck, a spokesperson for 
CSUF, said coverage has been “pretty 
much one-sided” on the house.  

“The age of the house is from 
1919, and it was last remodeled 
by the Chapman family in 1951,” 
said Selleck.   

The house had many issues 
from wear-and-tear that needed to 
be addressed, Selleck said.

“Maybe an angle that hasn’t 
been explored is the community 
angle,” Selleck said.

She said many donors and 
representatives of the university 
use the house to raise money, 
honor faculty and students and 
advance university causes.

The construction does not come 
from state funding but from surplus 
revenue from some of the campus 

auxiliary organizations, which run 
commercial operations on campus.

Brian Ferguson, a spokesperson 
for the California Faculty Association 
(CFA), said some of these auxiliary 
entities have obscure functions, but 
their primary function should be to 
generate money for scholarship funds.  

“Auxiliaries are shrouded in 
secrecy,” said Ferguson. “Their 
mission should be providing 
education for the students.”  

Ferguson was in Long Beach 
Wednesday when his faculty group 
voted to authorize a faculty strike 
if an agreement can’t be met with 
their employers.  

“It sends the wrong message 
to students,” Ferguson said. 
“Students are having a hard time 
adding classes.”

CFA President Lillian Taiz also 
commented on the renovations 
to CaliforniaWatch.org. “Even 
if the money is coming from 
foundations, there’s probably a lot 
of students who could use some 

scholarship money right now,” 
said Taiz.

Hagan’s office could not be 
reached for comment. He did not 
take up residency in the house 
because of the nature of his short-
term interim status.   

When Garcia becomes president 
June 11, Hagan will assume the 
office of president of Cal State 
Dominguez Hills, the position 
previously held by Garcia.   

“Currently, 11 campus 
presidents and the CSU Chancellor 
are provided with university 
housing,” said Elizabeth Chapin, 
a public affairs officer for the 
CSU. “Where university housing 
is not available, presidents receive 
assistance to secure and maintain 
a residence that is suitable for 
performing university-related 
functions.”

The house was a gift from C. 
Stanley Chapman, who donated 
the house to the university in 
order to advance higher education.

Garcia’s new home to receive $300K in renovations
 The eight-bedroom 

home is a private estate 
for university events

EZEKIEL HERNANDEZ
Daily Titan

“We felt we had to escalate our actions 
because the other end — the Board of Trustees 
and the Chancellor’s Office — have been 
escalating their actions in terms of continuing 
tuition fee increases and speeding up the 
process of privatizing the university,” said Inga. 
“A lot of us feel like our backs are up against 
the wall. All other avenues of resisting have 
been exhausted.”  

About 24 hours into the hunger strike, 
Inga said he had high spirits. He had been 
preparing his body for scarcity in preparation 
for the hunger strike, he said, including the 
elimination of meat and caffeine from his diet.

Inga and some other SQE hunger strikers at 
the other campuses went on a test fast for 48 
hours.

Inga’s last meal was a vegetarian burrito at 7 
p.m. Tuesday, which was the day designated as a 
“General Strike” within the Occupy movement 
and other activist groups.

At midnight on Tuesday, when the strike 
“officially” started, Inga and his supporters 

toasted with water bottles to celebrate the kick-
off of their action.

Garrett York, a psychology major, was at the 
tent occupation informing students about the 
hunger strike Wednesday afternoon. He said 
many students who have come up had been 
really receptive to what SQE is doing and seem 
appreciative that someone is out there taking 
this action for them.

York said one of the demands he feels is most 
important is setting back administrative pay to 
1999 levels. He said, to be fair, administrators 
should have to sacrifice the way students and 
faculty have.

“The (state) legislature have been citing 
constantly that (the) money they send to the 
Cal State system is put into the pockets of the 
administration,” said York. “Their pay raises 
have been costing students … To roll back 
the pay to the levels they were before is a sign 
to the state that money is being appropriated 
responsibly throughout the system, and 
they should put more funds into our higher 
education system.”

Lea Jarnagin, Ph.D., dean of students, said 
the SQE and student supporters have been in 

contact with CSUF officials about their actions 
on campus.

Inga and 10 other students met with 
Jarnagin; Esiquio Uballe, Ed.D., associate dean 
of student life; University Police Chief Dennis 
DeMaio; and Operations Lt. Scot Willey 
to discuss logistics Tuesday afternoon and 
Wednesday morning. The following morning, 
Silas Abrego, acting vice president for student 
affairs, and Interim President Willie Hagan, 
joined in the meeting with the students.

Jarnagin said the administration and 
protesters made a compromise; demonstrators 
can be in Langsdorf Hall from 10 p.m. to 7 
a.m., when the hall is closed. Otherwise, the 
students have agreed to be outside.

“We cannot have the business of the 
university disrupted,” she said. “We explained 
under the President’s Directive (No. 5) … the 
president has the right to determine the time, 
the place and the manner in which something 
is done. If an action disrupts the educational 
process, then the president has the right to say, 
‘This is not OK.’”

In spring 2011, members and supporters 
of We! Alternative Voices for an Alternative 

Future formed a crowd of about 100 people on 
the second floor of Langsdorf Hall, where they 
camped out overnight until Gordon, who at 
the time was still president, signed a declaration 
for higher education.  

“We learned from that experience … we had 
quite a disruption of business in that building,” 
Jarnagin said. “Offices where people work and 
where classes are held were hard to get to and 
access to elevators (was) being blocked. The 
entrance to the deli cafe where students get 
food was also difficult for students to access.”

She said she understands Inga’s frustration 
with what is happening to public education, 
but thinks his actions are drastic.

“I think that (the hunger strike) is an extreme 
measure, and it makes me concerned for him as 
a student and human being … I am concerned 
about his ability to function physically, 
emotionally and psychologically, and I have 
communicated that to him … I think his role 
as a student, especially (with upcoming) finals, 
should be a priority.”

Jarnagin said Inga has been offered the 
services of the Student Health and Counseling 
Center during his action while on campus. 

SQE: Administration and protesters make a compromise over demonstrating in Langsdorf Hall
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When nuns are hitting 
the stained glass ceiling

If you’re a writer, you may very 
well back me up when I say that 
sometimes your best work comes 
from writing about first-time 
experiences. But when you’re the 
author of a column like this and 
only have energy for half-assed 
brainstorming, your options seem 
to narrow down to either Internet 
dating or anal sex.

Needless to say, signing up for 
OkCupid, “the best dating site on 
Earth,” was probably the easiest 
decision to make, but the hardest to 
follow through with.

I swore up, down, left and right 
that unless I had a gun to my head, 
I would NEVER resort to meeting 
people on the Internet, because in 
the long run I would have more 
to lose than gain. I would never 
know someone’s true intentions 
until I took the next step of actually 
meeting them in person. That, 
and I felt that people who used 
the Internet as a means of meeting 
people were awkward and obviously 
had social problems if they couldn’t 
meet someone the “normal” way.

Two months and six dates later, 
I still hate Internet dating, and I 
rejoiced when I was finally able to 
delete myself from OkCupid. But 
to my surprise, I now hate it for 
completely different reasons than 
what I was expecting.

If you’ve never heard of OkCupid, 
this is how it works:

You sign up, giving the free website 
your gender, relationship status, sexual 
orientation, birthday and location. 
You give yourself a username — a 
name that everyone you meet will 
refer to you as, unless you specifically 
state your birthname in your personal 
profile. The details of the profile itself 
will ask for your ethnicity, body type, 
height, education, job, income, diet, 
religion, languages you speak, etc. that 
you can refuse to answer should you 
wish. You can also go into more depth, 
talking about what you’re doing with 
your life, your favorite things, what 
you spend time thinking about, what 
you’re looking for on the website and 
anything you might be exceptionally 
good at — all that jazz.

Once you’ve written your 
life story, OkCupid gives you 
hundreds of questions you can 
answer to help determine your 
highest potential matches.

Some of these questions are 
actually helpful in finding a decent 
match, like, “When would you prefer 
to spend time with a significant 
other?” You have the option of 
choosing “Day,” “Night” or “It 
makes no difference.” While you can 
only choose one of the above three, 
you can select a multiple number 
of answers you will accept from a 
potential match.

Some questions are random and 
would only be imperative in the 
opinion of a few choice nitpicks, 
such as “In the line ‘Wherefore art 
thou Romeo?,’ what does ‘wherefore’ 
mean?” (The answer, by the way, is 
“why,” not “where,” but if the correct 
answer is the basis for whether or not 
someone wants to give you a shot, 
they’re not worth your time.)

It’s recommended you answer 
as many questions as possible (I 
answered 751 questions before 
reminding myself that I actually 

do have other priorities), and then 
OkCupid’s staff robot will hook 
you up with “quiver” matches, 
people whom the website feels 
may best suit your needs. Or 
you can do your own browsing. 
Whatever works. If you see 
someone you like, you can send 
them a personal message and 
strike up a conversation. The rest 
is up to you.

I went on six dates — all with 
different match percentages: 93, 90, 
86, 72, 60 and 33.

I was ecstatic to go out with the 
two young men in the top percentile, 
because, well, in the gradebooks, 
those are As. But when I met up 
with them, I got that dreaded friend 
vibe. We had everything in common 
and they were both very sweet, but I 
felt no strong intimate connection. 
Something just wasn’t there.

Mr. 33 was also very nice, but 
there were only so many awkward 
silences I could handle; the brief 
conversation we had when we met 
in public was obviously forced. I 
pretty much threw in the towel 
when the first thing he said to 
me was that he just got back from 
hanging out with his 3-year-old 
daughter. That was the equivalent 
of hearing, “I have a contagious 
and potentially fatal STD.”

The best one I got along with 
was 72. I didn’t think a low C 
would be that promising, but we 
actually had a lot of the vital stuff 
in common. Differences such as 
him thinking The Big Bang Theory 
is one of the stupidest shows in 
existence only gave us something 
to talk about and laugh over.

To my surprise, NONE of them 
were awkward! Maybe a little 
geeky or a little shy, but nothing 
socially wrong with them. They 
joined OkCupid out of boredom, 
on a drunken dare or to prevent 
their friends from setting them up 
on blind dates with psychopaths.

Some of them even said they 
were on OkCupid because they 
didn’t have time to meet women 
outside the Internet, but on my 
end, I soon grew to learn I didn’t 
have the time to meet people 
on the Internet. The number of 
messages I got from potential 
mates was driving me insane — 
to the point where I didn’t want 
to bother with the damn website 
anymore. So to all those bold, 
charming young men who had the 
balls to strike up a conversation: 
I’m genuinely sorry for blowing 
you off, especially if you messaged 
me with something other than 
“hey.” But I do have a life.

I was also irritated by some of the 
questions I had to answer. When 
asked how my teeth were, I felt 
self-conscious. When asked about 
my opinion on freckles, I realized 
I’m a little shallow. When asked, 
“Which of the following character 
flaws would you be LEAST tolerant 
of in a potential partner?” and I 
had to choose between moodiness, 
dependency, jealousy and apathy, I 
nearly screamed, “Where the f*** 
is an ‘all of the above’ answer when 
you need it?!”

The biggest thing I took away from 
this experience was that numbers are 
just numbers — never let a website 
that you signed up with for free tell 
you who is the best for you and who 
isn’t. You might find yourself on 
dates with someone you don’t care 
for and passing up opportunities 
that might do you some good.

And as always, exercise caution 
and go with your gut instinct 
when meeting someone. The 
Internet has brought a brand new 
level of terror into our homes, and 
it’s giving us just another reason to 
be safe instead of sorry.

by CHARLOTTE KNIGHT

“Let’s get personal”

Frisk Me

Popping the OkCupid cherry

… They were on 
OkCupid because 

they didn’t have time to meet 
women outside the Internet, 
but on my end, I soon grew 
to learn I didn’t have the time 
to meet people on
the Internet.

The Vatican, in a move to crack 
down unfavorable opinions and 
thought, is investigating certain 
U.S. nun orders for being too 
“feminist.” These nuns are not 
participating in bra-burning 
ceremonies, but are taking stands 
on issues they feel are right.

In particular, the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious is 
being persecuted for questioning the 
church’s stance on homosexuality 
and the male-only priesthood. 

It seems weak that the men of 
the Vatican are afraid of getting 
with the times and letting women 
into the priesthood that they have 
had the pleasure of serving in for 
hundreds of years.

The Bible says a lot of things that 
are nowadays ignored by even the 
Pope himself. Slavery is one of the 
things that the Bible talks about, 
which the Vatican has publicly 
condemned. Why is it that the 
Vatican is afraid of its nuns being 
equal to them?

According to a New York Times 
article, Sister Simone Campbell, the 
executive director of NETWORK, 
a Catholic social justice lobby 
founded by sisters, said the group 
was stunned at the investigation.

“I would imagine that it was our 
health care letter that made them 
mad,” said Sister Campbell. “We 
haven’t violated any teaching, we 
have just been raising questions 
and interpreting politics.”

The sisters recently took a stance 
for Obama’s socialized health care 
reform, a position that contradicted 
the Vatican’s stance.

The Vatican is a symbol of the 
Catholic religion, and religion 
should have no say in politics. The 
Vatican should not get mad at the 

sisters for thinking for themselves 
and standing up for what they 
think is right.

There is no fault in doing 
community service and teaching, 
which is what the sisters have been 
doing. However, according to 
several articles, the Vatican thinks 
it should have a more vocal stance 
on abortion and same-sex marriage.

Are those two controversial 
issues the main focus of the Vatican 
and Roman Catholic Church? 
What ever happened to teaching 
the good of Christ and community 
service?

How are these women 
considered “feminist” in an era 
where every other woman in the 
country is presumed to have equal 
rights? Why can’t women become 
priests and then bishops? Why can’t 
there be a female Pope?

The times have changed; women 
are no longer seen as inferior to 
men. Why does the Vatican still 
preach that hatred when its own 
devout followers are adapting to a 
more free and equal lifestyle and 
thought?

The Church (as well as many 
other institutions) has time and 
time again killed in the name of its 
religion. Since then, the Church 
has reformed itself to a more 
peaceful stance. Since the Church 
has changed its idea that killing for 
one’s religion is wrong, why can’t 
they accept the idea that women 
are not inferior to men?

The U.S. nuns that are being 
called feminists in the worst way 

for wanting to be priests and the 
opportunity to become equal with 
their religious counterparts. Since 
when has being a feminist been a 
bad thing?

Being a nun is to devote oneself 
to God and the Catholic religion. 
There is no one saying that they 
must agree with everything the 
Vatican says. The nuns are doing 
good for the community, and 
just because they have their own 
opinions on controversial issues 
does not mean they are not attuned 
to the Catholic faith.

By beginning an investigation, 
the Vatican is not only creating 
controversy for themselves but 
is ignoring all of the good that 
the nuns have done for people. 
Religious people can have different 
opinions on controversial issues, 
even those of the same religion.

The Church should respect 
that fact and not target a group 
of wonderful women doing God’s 
work because they are not doing 
enough for their cause.

 Religious institutions 
should not exclude 
equal rights for women

SEPIDEH NIA
Daily Titan

Pope Benedict XVI speaks at the Guanajuato Airport in Silao, Mexico in March before leaving for Cuba. The Catholic Church 
may feel feminism is too prominent in their institution, even though a woman could pull off that wardrobe just as nicely. 

Courtesy of MCT

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters must 

include the sender’s first and last name. Students must include their 
majors and other writers must include their affiliation to the university, 
if applicable. Letters must refer to an article published within the last 
week. Once a letter is submitted it becomes property of the Daily 
Titan. Publication of letters is based on the validity of content and 
may be edited for length, grammar and spelling. Letters may be sent 
to dteditorinchief@gmail.com.

How are 
these women 

considered “feminist” in 
an era where every other 
woman in the country is 
presumed to have equal 
rights? Why can’t women
become priests and then 
bishops?
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It’s hard not to introduce a slippery-slope 
argument when talking about the Cyber 
Intelligence Sharing and Protection Act of 
2011 (CISPA). 

It’s tempting to say that the measure will 
ultimately result in some sort of dystopian 
society reminiscent of a George Orwell 
novel, but that’s probably too much of an 
exaggeration to be taken seriously. However, 
what should be brought up is the fact that the 
government would have more access to our 
lives than ever before.

For the first time ever, companies like 
Facebook, Microsoft and others could go against 
their own privacy policy to give information 
about their users to government entities like 
the National Security Agency and Homeland 
Security, without any sort of limit as to what 
that information might be. 

Luckily the bill has only been passed by the 
House and has yet to be passed by the Senate, 
with two alternative bills floating around.   

Proponents of the bill have argued the 
civilians have nothing to fear because all online 
companies have the choice as to whether or not 
they give away information. 

Arguments have been advanced that trustworthy 
sites won’t be all that willing to dish out information 
that would compromise a person’s privacy.

After recent comments supporting CISPA, 
Facebook higher-up Joel Kaplan issued a 
secondary statement on the social network 
clarifying his position. 

He stated that “Facebook has no intention of 
doing this, and it is unrelated to the things we 
liked about (the bill) in the first place.” 

He apparently felt the concern of millions 
of Facebook users that their personal 
information was at stake.

Buying it? I’m not, and here’s why: In 
the late ‘60s and early ‘70s the NSA was in 
charge of a wiretapping operation that was 
supported by all major carriers of the day. 

It was initiated by one of America’s most 
infamous presidents, Richard Nixon, and also 
stemmed from a concern over domestic safety.

“All of the big international carriers were 
involved, but none of ‘em ever got a nickel 
for what they did,” former NSA agent Louis 

Tordella said of the wiretappings before his 
death in 1996.

If human nature hasn’t changed, then why 
should we suspect that Microsoft or Facebook 
would be any better than these phone companies? 

For that reason, a person could almost 
guarantee that there’ll be at least some personal 
information willingly given to the NSA by 
various companies. And it will most likely be 
done out of a misguided belief that there’ll be 
something to gain out of doing so.

The Obama administration has put out 
a veto threat against CISPA, although it 
remains unclear if they will stand by it if the 
bill were to pass through the Senate.

In recent months, the Obama administration 
had made a commitment to follow through 
with a veto against the National Defense 
Authorization Act because of a couple of 
questionable provisions, but ultimately did 
not do so. 

This leaves the lingering question of whether 
the same thing could happen with CISPA if it 
got passed by the Senate.

Whatever the case, it’s still important to 
recognize that CISPA is at least moderately 
dangerous. It doesn’t exactly open up the 
possibility of a Big Brother-type society, but it 
certainly creates the framework for it. 

It allows the government to have increased 
access to our lives and our personal choices on 
the Internet. And it allows for social networks 
and other internet entities to act unethically.

The problem is that unlike SOPA and PIPA, 
there hasn’t been a particularly strong reaction 
among social network users. It’s probably 
because the social networks themselves haven’t 
been particularly honest with the people due 
to the benefits they receive from CISPA. 
That’s why people need to focus in on what’s 
happening so that they can urge their senators 
to stand against something that is a completely 
arrogant invasion of privacy.

 Privacy invasion should 
not go unnoticed by you, 
the social network user

ALEX GROVES
For the Daily Titan

Don’t let CISPA in

Crosses and Bible verses aren’t hanging above my desk.
Instead, I have a very simple collage — an “I DON’T BELIEVE 

THE LIBERAL MEDIA!” bumper sticker, “The New York 
Times… All the news that’s fit to print” flag and “The Washington 
Post” flag, all in their independent gloriousness.

These three inspire me because the sticker makes me mad (given 
to me by a colleague who attended Washington, D.C.’s famous 
Conservative Political Action Conference), and the two flags 
remind me of how great those two papers are — flawed, but in 
their imperfection, still great.

The flaws from both papers come out as obvious and makes 
individuals and organizations like NewsBusters.org make stupid 
bumper stickers like the one I have enshrined above my desk 
and makes other media outlets like Fox News blantanly combat 
them. And while I strongly disagree with both Fox News and 
newsbusters.org, it’s getting harder and harder to defend The New 
York Times.

But one thing must be clear: The New York Times is the best 
news organization in the world. They only have the best of the 
best and they deserve to be revered by the media industry. The 
difficulty comes when The New York Times and other media 
outlets decide to “respect” religious institutions and not others. 
Most notably, Christianity.

Consider a full page ad placed by the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation in late March. It started with a headline telling “liberal” 
and “nominal” Catholics that “It’s Time to Consider Quitting the 
Catholic Church.” And while I don’t particularly like the ad, like 
most Catholics, I defend the right of the Freedom From Religion 
Foundation to buy the space and The New York Times to run it.

Catholics were outraged by the advertisement — not because 
The New York Times decided to run it, but because they claimed 
that if an ad with similar rhetoric about another religious group 
surfaced, it would get denied.

Surely enough, an organization called Stop Islamization of 
America produced a full-page ad that exactly mirrored the anti-
Catholic sentiments, including a headline telling “moderate” 
Muslims that “It’s Time to Quit Islam.”

Yet The New York Times flatly denied Stop Islamization of 
America’s advertisement in fear that it would somehow endanger 
American troops. And, as you probably guessed it, Catholics were 
again enraged by The Times’ decision. But should they be? It 
should come as no surprise that other media outlets have followed 
suit.

The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), for example 
(which I enjoy and watch at least on a weekly basis), has connected 
other faiths with ethnicities. Islam with Middle Easterners, Hindus 
with Indians and Jews with Israelis. Those faiths, BBC director-

general Mark Thompson claimed, need special care because 
somehow their faiths are synonymous with ethnicities.

That makes Christianity, by definition, a conglomeration of 
eclectic ethnicities that is not tied down by any particular region or 
culture, susceptible to the ridicule and poignant jabbing of satire. 
In addition, it makes the faith vulnerable to coverage that is less 
than sensitive to those who do not understand it.

According to Thompson, in a recorded interview for the 
FreeSpeechDebate.com Project produced by the University of 
Oxford’s St. Antony’s College, Christianity is a “broad-shouldered 
religion, compared to religions which in the UK have a very close 
identity with ethnic minorities, where, you know, it’s not as if as it 
were Islam is randomly spread across the UK population,” he said. 
“It’s almost entirely a religion practiced by people who may already 
feel in other ways isolated, prejudiced against, and where they may 
well regard an attack on their religion as racism by other means.”

Essentially, Thompson argued that Christianity can take the 
heat. “I think it is very different to talk about Christianity in the 
United Kingdom: A very broadly, literally established, but also 
metaphorically established, part of our kind of culturally built 
landscape,” he said.

And I disagree entirely. Taking Islam, just as a singular example, 
is not tied to any particular ethnicity. There are Chinese, Indian, 
Middle Eastern, European, South American and North American 
Muslims. But why would The New York Times be partisan in its 
ad choices?

Thompson said that the difference between Christians 
complaining and Muslims complaining is that Islam has sects that 
are more aggressive. “‘I complain in the strongest possible terms’ 
is different from ‘I complain in the strongest possible terms and 
I’m loading my AK-47 as I write.’ This definitely raises the stakes.”

So is the media “liberal?” Is there some kind of bias against 
Christianity? I would like to hope not. But with people like 
Thompson saying that it is permissible to attack Christianity 
because it won’t bite back makes it hard to defend.

In fact, Christians will quote Matthew 5, where Jesus gave the 
Golden Rule and outlined a set of behaviors that encouraged his 
followers to a life of nonviolence.

Ironically, that makes us susceptible to mockery.  Imagine that, 
a faith whose core belief is to “turn the other cheek” when it gets 
smacked in the face and is the object of scorn.

The state of Christendom is at a point where it has had it 
with these flagrant defamations. And people wonder why there 
is Christian programming, Christian movies, Christian music, 
Christian clothing and the like.

We’ll take the hit.
But it doesn’t mean it won’t hurt.

by DAVID HOOD

“Gimme that old tyme religion”

The State of
Christendom

We will take the hit, but it still hurts

Whatever the case, it’s 
still important to recognize 

that CISPA is at least moderately 
dangerous. It doesn’t exactly 
open up the possibility of a 
Big Brother-type society, but it 
certainly creates the
framework for it.
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Most students are stressed during 
this time of the semester. They are 
getting in those last-minute papers, 
taking tests, preparing for presentation 
and, of course, getting ready for finals. 
For seniors, especially those who are 
about to graduate in just a few weeks, 
the stress level is over the top.

Not only are graduating seniors 
stressed with the fact that they are 
forced to go into the real world and get 
a job with the help of their degree, but, 
there are so many other pressures that 
lay on their shoulders. Just to name an 
example — there is already a strenuous 
workload that seems to hit seniors 
like a ton of bricks. Most graduating 
seniors are involved in capstone classes, 
and retaking that class is something 
that no one wants to do.

Soon-to-be-graduating senior Ava 
Copper, an accounting major, said 
she feels the pressure of this semester 
as the weeks are getting closer and 
closer to graduation.  

“I honestly did not think I would 
be the way I’ve been lately, which 
is emotional,” said Copper. “I’m 
excited to graduate, but every week 
that (passes) by scares me. I have a 
very heavy workload, so when a week 
passes, I start thinking of the next thing 
that’s due.”

Cooper said she has her plate full 
and has overextended herself. This 
has caused her to have emotional 
breakdowns, bouts of worrying and 
stress issues.  

“Sometimes I’ll just cry because I 
am so overwhelmed … I know in the 
world other issues will come up after 
I graduate, but I think this is just the 
first time I’ve been under the gun 
and overwhelmed at the same time,” 
Copper said.

Leticia Gutierrez-Lopez, Psy.D., 
director of Counseling and 
Psychological Services on campus, 
said what Copper and others are 

experiencing is normal.
“Often times, graduating seniors 

begin to experience the same feelings 
that they did during their first year 
of college: anxiety about change 
and transition into a new role,” said 
Gutierrez-Lopez. “There is also worry 
about financial stability, finding a 
job, acceptance/entrance into a grad 
program (and) getting the right grades 
in their courses before graduation.”

Gutierrez-Lopez said that being 
able to manage life day by day is 
recommended for students to manage 
their stress load. Doing everything at 
once can break a person, but taking 
one step at a time is the best way to 
cope with stress.  

The Student Health and Counseling 
Center on campus isn’t the only 
organization that deals with graduating 
seniors and their stress. The Academic 
Advisement Center sees different sides 
of graduating students. Some are 
relaxed and others stressed from classes.  

Graham Seigler, student assistant in 
the Academic Advisement Center and 
kinesiology major, said, “Graduating 
seniors seem to fall into two groups. 
Most of the seniors are carefree, all 
their classes are done, everything is 
set and ready to go. The rest of the 
seniors are very stressed out because 
they might be missing a class or two or 
they have a requirement that must be 
completed in order to graduate. Their 
stress levels are either higher or lower 
than normal depending on what they 
have left to complete and how easy it 
will be to do so.”

Seigler said there is an influx 
of graduating seniors during the 
spring and that some of the students 
that come in are mostly worried or 
confused because of emails they receive 
notifying them that something is 
missing in order for them to graduate. 
That alone can put pressure and stress 
on a graduating senior.

Students from freshmen to 
graduating seniors are stressed 
in many ways this time of year.  
Graduating seniors tend to lead the 
pack with the majority of stress in 
their lives right now. 

It’s not one that you may have heard of, but 
there’s an old song with some telling lyrics about the 
relationship between children and vegetables:

“Goodbye veggies, you’re going to the dog / I threw 
them under the table, when mama wasn’t looking / 
Good thing I’m so sneaky / And now they’re gone.”

What most kids don’t know is that people who 
eat fruits and vegetables on a regular basis seem to 
lead healthier lifestyles. That’s probably why mothers 
insist on feeding their children vegetables as often as 
they can. Moms know that fruits and vegetables are 
high in vitamins and minerals, but many don’t know 
vegetables also contain lots of phytonutrients.

If you find yourself rereading the word over and 
over again because you’ve never seen it, break it down 
into some more comprehensible parts, using those 
handy Latin roots you learned back in high school.

Phyto means plant and are, by characteristic, 
nutrients. Those substances nourish your body. 

Phytonutrients from plants help the body by 
acting as a guard against the outside world. They 
contain many similar qualities to antioxidants and 
give some fruit their bright colors. Like vitamins 
and minerals, phytonutrients can also help build the 
immune system and fix damaged cells.

Antioxidants destroy free radicals, which are the 

harmful byproduct of certain chemical reactions. 
Since everything in our body requires a chemical 
reaction, antioxidants help keep those pesky free 
radicals in line.

Some foods that contain high amounts of 
phytonutrients are spinach, kale, Brussels sprouts, 
beets, red peppers, prunes and tomatoes.

That’s it, you say? Those all sound disgusting? 
Before you turn up your nose and give up, there 
are other foods that contain the same chemical 
compounds as phytonutrients.

Blueberries, cranberries, pomegranates and plums 
are not only extremely high in phytonutrients and 
antioxidants, but also contain a chemical that can 
reduce inflammation.

Citrus fruits, like oranges, peaches and even 
pineapple, contain a lot of vitamin C, which in 
conjunction with the antioxidants will strengthen the 
immune system.

While Brussels sprouts, cabbage, kale and 
cauliflower are not usually a first choice, they all 
contain a chemical that helps break down compounds 
that can lead to cancer.

Sneaking their way into the healthy food choices as 
well are nuts, flax seeds, popcorn and dark chocolate.

Popcorn and dark chocolate? Is that a mistake?
Popcorn has almost twice the amount of 

phytonutrients as fruits and vegetables. Vegetables 
are mostly water, and since popcorn comes from a 
kernel, it’s chock-full of phytonutrients.

“I eat popcorn all the time, it’s one of my favorite 
foods,” said Kimi Gerard, a CSUF geology major. “I 
had no idea it was that good for me.”

Dark chocolate not only contains phytonutrients, 
but also has an effect on metabolic function and 
muscle development.

All of these phytochemical foods are great 
alternatives for junk snack foods.

If you’re not much of a breakfast person, try making 
some muffins with cranberries and blueberries. Or 
try muffins with carrot and orange. They’re a perfect 
breakfast food to grab if you’re heading out the door 
in a rush.

“Muffins are also a great snack, they’re delicious 
and just the right size,” said Katy James, 20, a music 
major at California State University, Northridge.

If you’ve got a hankering for something sweet and 
salty, why not try making some chocolate-covered 
popcorn or some chocolate-covered potato chips.

Skip the movie candy, grab a bag of dried fruit 
and, if you’ve got a sweet tooth, try some chocolate 
covered raisins and cranberries.

If you cook vegetables for dinner, make sure not to 
overcook them. The longer vegetables cook, the more 
phytonutrients are destroyed.

At CSUF, there are plenty of places to get your fill 
of phytonutrients. 

Places like the Brief Stop, The Empori-Yum and 
Titan Shops all carry snacks that contain nuts, dried 
fruit, soy beans, and flaxseed.

If you’re on the run, there are plenty of other places 
with healthy options. Starbucks has grab-and-go nut 
bags, popcorn and dried fruit. Jamba Juice carries 
smoothies full of phytonutrients, antioxidants, 
vitamins and minerals. The “Acai Super-Antioxidant” 
and the “Coldbuster” contain the most nutrients. 

Seniors feel pressure 
as graduation nears

 Capstones, finals and 
job searches pile up

MAEGAN CASTRO-FLORES
Daily Titan

Popcorn and chocolate may not seem like the healthiest choices for snacks, but studies show otherwise. These phytonutrient-rich foods are great alternatives to junk food snacks.
CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan

 Phytonutrients do a wonderful 
job keeping the body healthy 
and keeping people youthful

KATELYN ARCHER
For the Daily Titan

Popcorn is your 
new best friend
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Cal State Fullerton alumna and business 
graduate Elizabeth Cotton has been quite busy 
since her graduation ceremony in May of 2009.  

Boasting titles under her belt like 
documentation clerk of an import/export 
company in Long Beach, a seasonal clerk for 
the California Unemployment Office, a staff 
analyst at the California Science Center, and 
her latest achievement, funds development 
chair of the Los Angeles Urban League of Young 
Professionals and creator of her own nonprofit, 
the Project2Profit Group — it sounds like this 
young lady of only 26 years old has been, and is 
still, going places.

It is evident that Cotton, a laid-back and 
friendly girl who spent most of her life in Los 
Angeles and the Inland Empire, has had such a 
strong ambition to achieve from a young age.

“I started taking Spanish in the third grade,” 
said Cotton.

Cotton always had a knack for learning 
languages, starting with Spanish, which led her 
to learn Portuguese, both of which are languages 
she is fluent in. 

“When I was a kid, I actually wanted to be a 
dentist. But as I got older, I realized that I love 
languages. I like communicating and helping 
people,” Cotton said.

As a child, Cotton was a self-proclaimed nerd 
— always very involved in school, enrolled in 
advanced classes and was even a member of the 
math club. She said she was well-rounded and 
excelled not only in academics, but also in sports. 

Cotton’s choice to go to Cal State Fullerton 
wasn’t one she made right off the bat. 

After getting denied from her first choice, 
Fordham University in New York, Cotton was 
accepted to Azusa Pacific University, Chapman 
University and Cal State Fullerton, among 
others. She finally decided that CSUF was best 
for her area of study — international business.

“I heard good things (about CSUF),” said 
Cotton. “I really like the professors at the 
university, they are really engaging, especially 
business professors. They encourage you to go 
out and apply what you are learning in real-life 
situations — it’s very hands on,” Cotton said.

While at CSUF, Cotton was involved with 
organizations in the Mihaylo College of Business 
and Economics, but not right away. 

It wasn’t until studying abroad in Brazil and 

then coming back and obtaining an internship 
with an import and export company in Long 
Beach that Cotton was asked to work full-time. 
Although it didn’t work out, the opportunity 
made Cotton realize she wanted to get her feet 
wet and see what CSUF organizations had to 
offer, particularly in the College of Business.

One organization that Cotton decided to 
become a part of was the Latino Business Student 
Association. Eventually she became the director 
of corporate relations for the organization.  

Cotton also found time to join the Future 
Business Leaders club on campus.

“When you’re in one business club, you’re in 
them all,” Cotton said.

Upon graduation in 2009, Cotton explored 

a few options for her life. She contemplated 
joining the Navy but decided against it. After a 
few positions that built up her resume, Cotton 
was one of hundreds of applicants to apply for a 
staff analyst position with the California Science 
Center. She got it.

After completing every task to “perfection,” as 
she puts it, and being employed for about a year 
and a half at the center, Cotton’s boss asked her 
to become part of a very important mission — to 
work as a staff analyst for the preparation of one 
of four of NASA’s space shuttles that is coming 
to the California Science Center this October. 

According to Cotton, heavy planning and 
development is going into the mission as the 
massive Endeavour, which underwent over 
124 modifications in 2003, will have to make 
its 12.5 mile trek through South Los Angeles 
from LAX in an orderly and safe fashion to 
its temporary home at the center, an “Orbiter 
Housing Pavillion.” The center is currently being 
constructed by engineers and architects. 

Upon arrival, the shuttle will be a new state 
monument and tourist attraction.

“My main job was to keep them on point,” 
Cotton said.

The short deadline — about a year and a 
half, requires not only extensive planning, but 
also, a tremendous amount of organization, 
which Cotton aided in. 

She was fully responsible for phase one of 
the mission, helping coordinate things with 
engineers, architects and project managers. 

“As opposed to where the other shuttles are 
landing, like in New York, we don’t have an 
ocean or bay to help transport the shuttle. It 
needs to go right smack dab in the middle of the 
urban corridor of South Central, in the middle 
of an urban environment,” Cotton said.

This means that many players are involved in 
the project, such as AEG and Cal Trans. 

The shuttle will be moving slowly through 
urban streets and power lines, and trees will need 
to be removed in order for it to pass without 
damaging anything. 

“We are getting a lot of city permits for this, which 
is one part that I am in charge of,” said Cotton.

Joining the Los Angeles Urban League of 
Young Professionals was a step in the right 
direction for Cotton.

Cotton joined the league a few months ago, 
and has already earned her stripes as an important 
member of the team. 

The previous funds development chair of 
the league was transitioning to president when 
she noticed Cotton and asked her to take her 
old position.  

Cotton accepted without hesitation, as it was 
a position that she really wanted and knew she 
could do a lot with.

“I wanted to create better programs. I already 
knew how to do sponsorship requests and grant 
writing, so I felt I felt confident,” Cotton said.

Cotton, an athlete as a child, said she has 
always been interested in fitness, so the first event 
that she decided to put on was one that involved 
fitness into the Los Angeles urban community, 
which Cotton said can be unhealthy.  

Cotton decided to build the central theme 
around putting money in a pot and opening it 
up to all residents in the community. The person 
who lost the most weight in a nine-week span of 
time won the money.

She used her connections to get companies 
like Cardio Barre in Beverly Hills, Robeks, 
5-Hour Energy and Kaiser Permanente to jump 
on board.

“This position is similar to the one I held 
while in Future Business Leaders of America at 
CSUF,” Cotton said. 

Cotton has caught the attention of her alma 
mater, which was shown when she was recently 
asked to be a judge for CSUF’s Future Business 
Leaders of America State Leadership Conference, 
where she got the opportunity to critique and 
share knowledge to students.

“I feel like I have touched upon all different 
areas of business that I learned from the Mihaylo 
College of Business ... By this summer, I will 
have my website, Project2Profit.com, up and 
fully running. It’s exciting,” Cotton said.
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Elizabeth Cotton, who studied primarily in the Mihaylo College of Business and Economics, has worked on planning the transportation of a space shuttle to South Central.
Courtesy of Los Angeles Urban League Young Professionals

Alumna launches career skyward
 Since graduating, Elizabeth 

Cotton has mastered legnthy 
list of impressive career paths

DANIELLE EVANS
For the Daily Titan

I feel like I have touched upon 
all different areas of business 

that I learned from the Mihaylo College 
of Business ...

Elizabeth Cotton
CSUF Alumna

There is no question that students 
have been hit hard by the tuition 
increases and budget cuts.  

A group of students in the Cal 
State Universities have decided to take 
a stand against administrators who 
they said, in the midst of this financial 
crisis, have had substantial increases to 
their salaries.

 David Inga, a Cal State Fullerton 
graduate student studying history, 
said he is participating in a hunger 
strike until changes are made. The 
strike kicked off Tuesday night at 
midnight and is lasting indefinitely.

 “We’ve been preparing our 
bodies for scarcity for the past six 
weeks,” said Inga.  

But why a hunger strike?  
Inga said students have tried other 

methods in the past and now it’s time 
to go further.  

“There’s so much and it’s all a 
conglomerate of issues that have all 
come together at this point now ... 
I think that’s why we’ve decided to 
escalate it to the point where we will 
raise more political consciousness and, 
on top of that, we’ll actually get our 
message across,” Inga said.

The students arranged a 24/7 
hunger strike sit-in in Langsdorf Hall, 
the site of different protest last year.

Although Inga is currently the only 
student from CSUF to be participating 
in the strike, he has a lot of supporters.  

Carie Rael, a grad student studying 
history, is not able to participate in the 
strike due to health reasons.  

“It’s a commitment that I wanted to 
make sure I could carry through to the 
full term,” said Rael.

Why would a student be willing to 
go to such extremes for a school they 
will be leaving in a few years? 

Inga has attended CSUF since his 
freshman year. Since then, he said 
he has seen tuition fees increase right 
along with the salaries of the chancellor 
and Board of Directors.

“I think we’ve exhausted all of 
the avenues of peaceful residence; I 
think our backs are up against a wall 
and they’ve been escalating their 

privatization of the universities ... 
I think it’s time for the students to 
escalate our actions ... That’s when 
we decided to do what we’re doing 
now,” Inga said. 

CSUF students are partnering up 
with students at CSU San Bernardino, 
Long Beach, Northridge and other 
schools to put together this strike. They 
plan to keep the strike going until their 
demands are met.

The list of demands include a 
five-year moratorium on student fee 
increases, a freeze on cuts to classes and 
student services, and the elimination 
of all of the CSU campus presidents’ 
housing and car allowances.

Some students who are less aware of 
the details of the tuition increases still 
know about the salary increases. 

Andrea Maglione, a second-year 
history major, said she hopes the strike 
is successful.  

“I can’t remember what his specific 
title is, the chancellor, but he makes 
a ridiculous amount of money, and I 
think his salary went up as our tuition 
went up. I don’t think it’s really fair,” 
said Maglione.

The strike’s supporters are hoping 
that this strike will stand above the 
other sit-ins and demonstrations they 
have had in the past. 

“It’s foreseeing a reaction from them, 
rather than other protests in the past, 
where they kind of brushed us off and 
the (CSU) Board of Trustees are kind 
of saying, like, ‘Oh, well, these students 
don’t know the issues. It’s the state who 
has to fund us and, therefore, we have 
no say in if we need to raise tuition,’” 
Rael said. “I mean, they say we don’t 
know the issue, but we understand that 
there is corruption within the Board of 
Trustees, and we are trying to bring 
light to that.”

If the Board of Trustees does not 
acknowledge the strike or negotiate 
on the demands, it is uncertain how 
far these protesters will go to get their 
point across. 

Although CSUF is only riding 
on one student striker, Inga has a 
lot of people behind him.  

Several organizations have come 
together to shed light on these 
issues and to help protest in their 
own ways. 

“David’s amazing and committed, 
so it’s great that he’s able to make that 
sacrifice for the rest of us,” Rael said.

Refusing to bite back 
the hand that teaches

 Students perform a 
hunger strike in order 
to protest tuition hikes

SEPIDEH NIA
Daily Titan

The student protesters in Langsdorf Hall may have to say goodbye to food for a long time. 
They plan on holding a hunger strike until their demands are met by administrators.

CAMILLE TARAZON / Daily Titan
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While in state prison, Kosal Khiev jumped 
out of bed from a terrible nightmare. 

The 31-year-old former Santa Ana 
resident woke up in the middle of the 
night, washed his face and looked at 
himself in the mirror. He saw his younger, 
more jubilant self, masked by the hardened 
reality of his adulthood, reflected in the 
image before him. 

Khiev asked himself, “Is this it, man? 
Is this all you’re going to become? Am I 
going to die with you, here?”

Although Khiev was ready to turn 
his life around after his 14-year prison 
sentence, little did the Cambodian-born 
refugee know, he would be transported 
and dropped off permanently in a country 
he had never known.

Khiev was born in a refugee camp on 
border of Cambodia and Thailand. His 
family was escaping the brutal genocidal 
Khmer Rouge regime, which led to the 
deaths of more than 2 million Cambodians 
in the late 1970s. 

When he was a year old, his family was 
brought over to the United States by a 
church sponsor in North Carolina. 

After spending a few years isolated from the 
mostly white community in the area, his family 
ended up taking residence at the Cambodian 
neighborhood on Minnie Street in Santa Ana. 

The area had been known to be 
inundated with crime and gang 
violence, but it was one of the very few 
neighborhoods in the United States with a 
close-knit Cambodian community.

“You see all kinds of things growing up 
there. You see drug dealers, you see gang 
members — that’s what was out there, and 
it was all around … Although I did not get 
involved (at first), it stuck with me,” said 
Khiev. “I grew up in this environment, and 
I had to grow up really quick.”

At the age of 16, Khiev was convicted 
of attempted murder. He said he was in a 

gang fight that led to his 14-year prison 
sentence in California. Khiev admitted 
he made mistakes in his youth, but after 
spending nearly half of his life in prison, 
he had reformed himself.

“It’s a lot of fears, a lot of anxiety and 
apprehension,” Khiev said about his time 
in jail. “But at the end of the day, I knew 
I had do it. So knowing I had do it, I had 
this determination … saying ‘You know, 
since I have to do this, then let’s try to do 
the best I can.’”

Many refugees of war in the United 
States, including those who fled the war 
in Cambodia, are entitled to “refugee 
status,” which means they gain immunity 
from most immigration laws. 

However, legislation since the 1990s 
and a recent law in 2002 have led to the 
deportation of those refugees who have 
commited crimes. 

In 2011, the Cambodian government 
agreed to allow the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service to forcibly deport 
Cambodian refugees who had lived in 
the United States with legal permanent 
residence. This agreement extended laws 
in 1996 that required the issuance of 
deportation orders convicted of certain 
crimes, including misdemeanors.

Last year, Khiev was deported to 
Cambodia after serving his sentence. When 
Khiev found out he was being deported, 
he said he was in shock about going to a 
country he had no connection with.

“I felt angry. I felt bitterness … I 
survived all of this time fighting to get 
back home — fighting to get back into 
the arms of my mom, my brothers, my 
sisters, my nephews and nieces … When 
I found out I was being deported, I was 
like, ‘Wow, really? Are you serious?’ It was 
so much heartbreak,” Khiev said.

Since he arrived in Cambodia, Khiev has 
performed spoken word art in Phnom Penh. 
Khiev has used his spoken word pieces to 
bring light to his situation and others who 
have had experiences similar to his. 

He said he started writing as a way to 
pass the time while in prison and found a 
passion for it. 

Studio Revolt took notice of Khiev’s 

spoken word talents and recently included 
him as their first “in-house” artist for their 
collaborative media project in Cambodia. 
The studio runs an independent media lab 
that hopes to use art to put emerging artists 
in the spotlight, as well as assert a new 
generation of narratives for Cambodians. 

The work Khiev has done with the studio 
has helped him go to the Cultural Olympics 
2012 to represent Cambodia in London.

Recently the group collaborated 
with Khiev and other refugee exiles to 
enter a video in a White House contest. 
The contest asked people to create the 
best video about the Asian American 
experience, called “My Asian Americana,” 
and post it on YouTube.

Studio Revolt’s entry featured Khiev 
and about a half-dozen other Cambodian 
refugee deportees in his same position. 
It appeared to have the most views, at 
14,000 hits at the time, and was listed as 
one of 11 finalists. 

The video did not make the final cut 
of six entrees, in which winners would 
present their videos during a White House 
event in D.C. The video has been viewed 
about 20,000 times. 

According to a press release by Studio 
Revolt, the video won the most public 
votes and the studio has been unable to 
find out why they were not in the top six.

Performance artist Anida Yoeu Ali of 
Studio Revolt said they feel they were 
“snubbed” because the issue of exiled 
Cambodians is one that is difficult to 
approach, especially to an administration 
that has cracked down on immigration. 
However, that is precisely why they 
entered the video in the first place. 

“It seemed like they had an idea already 
of what is success in the Asian American 
community” she said. “We thought we 
should remind Asian Americans that there 
are issues out there that are complex and 
complicated and not so pretty to handle 
… (These) deportees are a critical part of 
the (Asian American) experience.”

Ali said refugees should not be returned 
to the place they fled because they were 
trying to escape the traumatization of 
war and violence, and in these particular 

Cambodian cases, a genocidal regime. 
And now, she said, they are being dropped 
off in places they know nothing about in 
terms of language and culture.

“Many Cambodians arrived in areas (in 
the United States) that were impoverished 
and even more violent than where 
they came from,” she said. “The social 
conditions led a lot of these young people 
to fend for themselves … They were trying 
to find an identity and place of belonging. 
They were very much lost in the shuffle 
and dealt with inner-city violence” 

Studio Revolt filmmaker Masahiro 

Sugano said there is a gap between what 
the government wants you to see and the 
reality of what is going out on the streets 
of the U.S. 

“These guys are very similar to us,” he 
said. “When you start to label someone, 
like ‘alien,’ you start thinking of some 
creature with six legs, crawling around, 
trying to drink people’s blood. (These 
refugees) could be anyone you know, like 
your cousins, your uncles who have made 
mistakes in their youth, and now are 
being removed from their country because 
of this legal mishandling.”  

Using spoken word to get 
back to his family, home

 He has lived in the U.S. for 
almost 30 years, but Kosal 
Kiev was deported overseas

AMBER STEPHENS
Daily Titan

Kosal Kiev has lived in Santa Ana for most of his life. At the age of 16, he was convicted of attempted murder 
and served a 14-year prison sentence. Upon release, Kiev was extradited to Cambodia, an unfamiliar country.

Courtesy of Vinh Dao 
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The No. 8-ranked Cal State 
Fullerton Titans baseball team (27-
14) will travel to Stockton , Calif.
for a three-game series to take on 
the University of the Pacific Tigers 
(11-31). 

This Big West Conference 
matchup will take place at 6 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday, and the last 
game will take place Sunday at 1 
p.m.

This series will be important 
for the Titans as they are trying to 
maintain their lead in the Big West 
Conference. 

The Titans are currently 9-3 
in the conference, which edges 
out rival Long Beach State’s 11-4 
record in the standings. 

The Titans last 12 of 13 
games will be against conference 
opponents so they must continue 
to win if they want to stay above 
Long Beach when the season ends.

The Titans are also looking to 
improve their 7-8 record away 
from home and attempt to get that 
number over .500 again. 

Of the final 13 games, including 
the matchup with the Tigers, nine 
are against Big West Conference 
teams on the road.

In the Titans’ last game, they 
hosted the University of Southern 
California Trojans in midweek 
action Tuesday. 

They took the game, 6-4, to 

even the overall matchup with the 
Trojans, 1-1.

In the game, sophomore pitcher 
Michael Lorenzen continued his 
solid season on both sides of the ball. 

Lorenzen had two doubles in the 
game and a triple and also logged his 
13th save of the season. The Titans 
were walked 12 times in the game 
and two batters were hit by pitches. 

Lorenzen, junior third baseman 
Richy Pedroza and freshman 
designated-hitter J.D. Davis 
combined for six hits.

Freshman right-handed pitcher 
Koby Gauna received the win in his 
2.1 inning effort, allowing only two 
hits and no runs. 

The Titans used seven pitchers 
throughout the game coming after 
an entire week since their last 
played game.

The Pacific Tigers find themselves 
in a much different scenario coming 
into the game as they are on a seven-
game losing streak. 

Of those seven games, six were 
conference games with both being 
three-game series against UC Santa 
Barbara and Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo. 

Their overall record in Big West 
Conference play is 1-10.

The Tigers last game was Sunday 
where they visited Cal Poly and 
lost, 6-4. 

They outhit the Mustangs, 11-9, 
but it wasn’t enough as the Mustangs 
scored three runs in their final three 
at-bats to take the win.

The Tigers offense was led by 
sophomore third baseman Curtis 
Gomez who had three hits in the 
game, including a home run and two 

RBIs. Junior designated hitter Tyger 
Pederson and senior left fielder Brett 
Christopher also put points on the 
board with RBI hits.

On the defensive end, freshman 
right handed pitcher Michael Hager 
pitched 7.1 innings. 

Hager allowed five earned runs 
on nine hits, struck out three, and 
walked three batters in a game for the 
first time in his career. 

Before the game, Hager was in the 
top 20 in the nation in fewest walks 
per nine innings. 

He received the loss, giving him an 
overall record of 4-3.

Second place Long Beach State 
will enter a nonconference series with 
Loyola Marymount. 

The Titans will visit their rival, 
Long Beach, in a season finale series 
taking place May 25 to May 27.

After a long downward trend full of 
distractions and detours, the Los Angeles 
Dodgers look like they’re back on the road to 
prominence.  

Even though they were still under the 
McCourt regime, the Dodgers made their most 
important move by locking up their franchise 
player for eight years.

Matt Kemp has since become, arguably, the 
best player in baseball — a tour de force in 
every aspect of the game.

Now the Dodgers have a new ownership 
situation, one that is seemingly more stable and 
hopefully more engaging. Now is their time to 
put all the pieces of the puzzle together.

It’s a long way to go, however, back to the 
mantle the Dodgers once held as one of the 
most important organizations in sports.

Kemp has been tweeting about being the 
first-ever player to hit 50 home runs and steal 
50 bags before this season started. The way he’s 
been playing, it looks like he is damn serious on 
making good on that.

Kemp has big shoes to fill. But if he comes 
to win championships for Los Angeles, he will 
be tied in with the game’s most historic names.

The Dodgers had a pioneering black guy — a 
shortstop that broke baseball’s color barrier and 
helped the Brooklyn Dodgers win their first-
ever World Series against the uptown New York 
Yankees.

Yogi Berra still claims Jackie was out when 
he stole home.

The Dodgers had a small left-handed Jewish 
guy who, relatively, played only a few years but 
won four championships and had one of the 
most glorious careers a pitcher has ever had.  

In 1963, Sandy pitched a full nine innings in 
game four of the World Series to complete the 
Dodgers sweep of the Yankees — the only team 
in history to do so.

Back then, pitching an entire game was a 
matter of being a man.  

Then later on, the Dodgers brought in a 
short, pudgy Mexican with a crazy wind-up 
who brought forth the next generation of 
championships.

Fernandomania took Los Angeles by storm 

in ‘81, and Fernando became the only player in 
history to win the Rookie of the Year, Cy Young 
and World Series all in one year.

The Dodgers then had a scruffy, long-haired 
white guy who limped out to the field, and with 
the swing of the bat became one of the most 
iconic heroes in World Series history — the 
Dodgers’ last.

For many generations, the Dodgers were the 
trailblazers of baseball, democracy and progress 
in America.

Before the dark times. Before the corporate 
empire.

The O’Malley family lost interest in what 
their father had built and sold it to Fox News 
Corp. in 1998. Fox didn’t show much interest as 
owners, other than locking up a very long-term 
TV deal with the team, then flipping it over to 
another owner for a higher price.

Throughout the era of Fox ownership, 
great players from the Dodgers’ notoriously 
resourceful farm system came and went. 
Surefire Hall of Famers like Mike Piazza, Pedro 
Martinez and Gary Sheffield all had short stints 
with the club during this time, and there was 
never any real continuity.

Fox finally found their big buyer in Northeast 
real estate hustler Frank McCourt. Things 
seemed to be on the up and up, right? Wrong.

Frankie at least showed an interest in putting 
out a winning product by trying to recreate his 
hometown Boston Red Sox in LA.

However, with the older players McCourt 
signed, there was only a small window of time 
to get the championship.  

This reporter remembers years back, saving 
for months from a scrappy mop job in the hopes 
of witnessing a return to the World Series.

With the combination of the running into 
the powerhouse Philadelphia Phillies, lacking 
an ace-quality pitcher and Jonathan Broxton 
blowing close games, the Dodgers came up just 
short of a return to the World Series two years 
in a row.  

The McCourt era definitely brought back 
some excitement, but his shady management 
style and public divorce created a volatility that 
compromised the whole operation.  

With Joe Torre in Bud Selig’s ear, the league 
came crashing down on the Dodgers, forcing 
them into bankruptcy.  

Somewhere in the perfect storm of the 
media hype and looming speculative deals, 
the attention shifted away from the the final 
product — the only one that mattered — the 

squad on the field. It was plain to see how the 
team suffered for it.  

But now, there seems to be an aura of 
excitement and optimism at Chavez Ravine.

The new owners, along with Magic Johnson 
serving as the beloved frontman, sent a big 
message that spoke to the Dodgers’ value in 
sports, by paying a record $2 billion to buy the 
club.  

Don Mattingly is learning the ropes as a 
manager after a trying rookie year with all kinds 
of injuries and distractions.  

But the core — Clayton Kershaw and Kemp 
— was kept firmly in place after very successful 
2011 campaigns. Oddly enough, their personal 
success was so good that it had me worried that 
they might fly off to other teams with more 
stable and promising situations.   

But they’re fully on board, and Kemp has 
expressed his excitement in the change in 
ownership.  

There’s a way to go, though. Keeping Andre 
Ethier was also a step in the right direction for 

complementing Kemp, but there are still many 
holes in the lineup.

Juan Uribe is about 40 pounds overweight, 
and a consistent “zero” in his at-bats since 
joining the Dodgers. James Loney is in a 
slump that has gone on for a little too long. If 
it continues, it’ll be just a matter of time until 
someone gives first base another look.  

The Dodgers have yet to fill the production 
void left when Manny Ramirez, Orlando 
Hudson and Russell Martin left, but indications 
are that management will be “aggressive,” as was 
indicated by Magic Johnson and the rest of 
owners in a press conference in the middle of 
the field Wednesday.

The new owners assured us in the press 
conference that we are in a new era, and that 
the Dodgers are back.  

The process will take some trial and error. 
But thankfully, it looks like there’s a group in 
place, both on the field and behind the scenes, 
that’s committed to putting the shambles of this 
complex puzzle all back together.  

 CSUF takes on 
Pacific in a crucial 
Big West showdown 

JUSTIN ENRIQUEZ
Daily Titan

Titans hit road looking to stay on top

Los Angeles Dodgers center fielder Matt Kemp pleads his case to the umpire after being called out in a 
game earlier this season. Kemp signed an eight-year, $160 million contract extension in the offseason.

Courtesy of MCT

Cal State Fullerton tennis star 
junior Tiffany Mai was named 
to the All-Big West Conference 
Second Team in singles, and will 
join sophomore Morgan McIntosh 
on the honorable mention squad in 
doubles, the league announced on 
Tuesday.

Mai was honored for her singles 
achievements after being named 
to the honorable mention singles 
squad in her first two years at 
CSUF. She led the team with three 
wins in Big West play, and had a 
streak of six consecutive wins in 
February and March. Mai was also 
at the No. 1 position in 20 of the 
team’s 21 matches this past season.

Her 12 wins overall were second 
on the team to McIntosh, who had 
17 this season. They each had 11 
dual match wins, which was the 
most on the team.

Together, McIntosh and Mai 
went 10-15 overall in doubles 
play at the No. 1 doubles spot 
in the lineup. This is the first all-
conference honor for McIntosh.

The Titans ended 8-13 overall 
on the season and 1-7 in Big West 
Conference play. Their record 
was an improvement from past 
campaigns, as they posted the most 
victories this year since their 13 
wins in the 2003 -2004 season.  

TENNIS
Mai Gets Honors

Brief by Hailey Moran

Former linebacker 48-year-
old Junior Seau was found dead 
Wednesday at his home in 
Oceanside, Calif., according to the 
Los Angeles Times.

Authorities said he died from 
an apparent self-inflicted gunshot 
wound to the chest and are calling 
it a possible suicide.

Paramedics reportedly tried to 
revive Seau, but were unsuccessful. 
Fans showed up at his eatery, 
The Restaurant, to offer their 
condolences.

Seau’s girlfriend found his body 
after she returned from a gym. 
Police reported no foul play was 
suspected.There was no suicide 
note.

While police walked in and out 
of his beachfront home, his family 
was seen weeping and huddling 
together in the garage. His mother 
was distraught. She was in church 
when she heard the news.

“I pray to God, ‘Take me, take 
me, leave my son.’ But it’s too 
late,” the LA Times reported Seau’s 
mother as saying.

Seau was an All-American at the 
University of Southern California. 
He was a 12-time NFL Pro Bowl 
linebacker who played with the San 
Diego Chargers, Miami Dolphins 
and New England Patriots.

NFL
 Seau Found Dead

Brief by Richard Anderson

DTBRIEFS

Thinking Blue is cool again in Los Angeles
 With incoming new 

ownership, the spirit of the 
Dodgers is revived again

EZEKIEL HERNANDEZ
Daily Titan
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Aries (March 21-April 19)  A quiet morning suits 
you. Take it slowly and carefully to avoid costly mis-
takes. Engage in a romantic activity later. Dust off 
an old poetry book. Get sucked into a good movie.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)  Leave your money in the bank. A 
setback inspires you to try harder. Your quick wit’s appreciat-
ed. You have inside information that could bring a nice bonus.

Gemini (May 21-June 21)  Keep your head down, 
and you’re quite productive. Finish a project for a 
carefree evening. The conversation is just get-
ting interesting, with art, music and beauty.

Cancer (June 22-July 22)  Don’t bet on a far-
fetched scheme. Take on more work, even if 
it makes life more complicated. Disruptions at 
home could cause chaos, too. Accept offers of help.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)  No gambling (except 
in love). Defer gratification for later. Make connec-
tions with friends. A change of scenery together could 
lead to unforgettable moments. Catch a nice view.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  Carefully evaluate your economic 
situation. Don’t jump to conclusions without looking at all the 
facts. In the end, you may have more wealth than you thought.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)  You’re especially keen at discov-
ering errors. Figuring things out is part of the fun, and it’s 
also a great learning experience. Others speak well of you.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)  You pull through despite 
unexpected events. Your confidence is enviable (and 
contagious). Remember, you’re not the center of the 
universe. Contribute, and accept contributions.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Invent new boundar-
ies beyond the usual. Discover something when you 
clean up a mess. Love and be loved. Avoid going 
down the jealousy tunnel. No cheese there.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)  You may have to take a detour 
on your route to a perfect career but not without reward. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Not everything will tran-
spire as expected today, but that’s not a prob-
lem since you’re ready for adventure. Learn more 
about love in the process. This could be enjoyable.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)  You’re inclined 
to challenge authority. You gain points for 
being respectful as well as for being positive 
and supportive. Let them have a say in the matter.
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ACROSS
1 Get really high
5 Overhaul
9 Archipelago unit

13 Six-sided shape
14 Captain’s “Hold

it!”
16 Corrosive liquid
17 Gillette razor

brand
18 Do a two-step,

say
19 Broadway award
20 Providence

native, for one
23 Spectacular

failure
24 Nutritional fig.
25 Writer LeShan
28 Part of PST: Abbr.
29 Saintly glow
32 Marries in secret
34 Skipped the

saddle
36 Cathedral niche
39 Hot brew
40 Wedding vows
41 Steered the skiff

beachward
46 Tentacle
47 Petrol station

name
48 Juan Carlos, to

his subjects
51 RR terminus
52 Prime rib au __
54 “From the halls of

Montezuma”
soldier

56 Crosby/Hope film
60 Visibly wowed
62 “Vacation” band,

with “The”
63 Baseball

stitching
64 Kate, to

Petruchio,
eventually

65 China’s Zhou __
66 “__ la Douce”
67 Well-protected
68 Desires
69 Armchair

quarterback’s
channel

DOWN
1 Eats, with “up” or

“down”
2 Bat for a higher

average than
3 Overseas

4 Curls up with a
book

5 Commercial on
AM or FM

6 Actresses Gabor
and Longoria

7 Frontiersman
Boone, familiarly

8 Hollywood award
9 “Musta been

something __”
10 Scrabble sheet
11 Surprise 2012

New York Knick
standout Jeremy
__

12 Joseph of ice
cream fame

15 Painfully sensitive
21 Off-the-wall effect
22 Chip’s partner
26 Geometric art

style
27 Raises a

question
30 “Panic Room”

actor Jared
31 More than

chubby
33 Off-Broadway

award
34 Fishing line

holder
35 Sighs of relief

36 Barking sounds
37 One writing verse
38 Quit cold turkey
42 __ vu: familiar

feeling
43 Plod
44 Diffusion of fluids,

as through a
membrane

45 Thunderous
noise

48 Potato presses
49 Pitch a tent

50 Naval petty officer
53 Full of rocks
55 Riveter painted

by Rockwell
57 Architectural S-

curve
58 Eye lasciviously
59 Sound of

suffering
60 “How cute!”

sounds
61 Italian actress

Scala
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Lorenzen Leads Titans Over the Trojans

Sophomore Michael Lorenzen dominated the game Tuesday night against the USC Trojans with two doubles and a triple. Lorenzen also earned his 13th save of the season after striking out Trojan Alex Sherrod to end the game. The Titans defeated the 
Trojans 4-2 to improve their season record to 27-14. They will return to conference play Friday when they travel to the University of the Pacific for a three-game series. CSUF is currently in first place with rival Long Beach State trailing in second. 
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