
The Philanthropic Foundation 
at Cal State Fullerton collects and 
receives private gifts and donations 
solely for the purpose of fulfilling 
university needs.

It seeks to engage high-level volun-
teers in activities that directly support 
students, faculty and various pro-
grams at the university.

The foundation’s goal is to en-
hance the management and invest-
ment of endowments and planned 
gifts, as well as to promote CSUF 
through the ambassadorship of the 
Board of Governors.

This is done through focusing on 
improving donor relations to build 
quality relationships that lead to 
major gifts.

Ira Unterman, a CSUF alum-
nus, received his B.A. in business 
administration and has been the 

chief financial officer of the Phil-
anthropic Foundation since Febru-
ary 2010. He is also assistant vice 
president of the university’s Ad-
vancement Operations.

Unterman said the foundation 
board, which mostly consists of vol-
unteers, can hold a maximum of 35 
members. The board currently has 
24 members that are community and 
business leaders who steward and 
invest donated funds. Some board 
members are alumni of CSUF.

“Their role is to act as the stewards, 
and to ensure that the money goes to 
the college, the departments, the pro-
grams, the scholarships as the donor 
has directed,” said Unterman.

When someone sends in mon-
etary gifts to the foundation they 
are meant to benefit the university, 
Unterman said. 

These contributions are designated 
as either temporary or permanently 
restricted funds––when a donor 
specifies a certain use of the funds, 
the funds are given usage restrictions.
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Cal State Fullerton’s Minority Access to Re-
search Careers program hosted Matthew Botv-
inick, Ph.D, of Princeton University Wednesday 
in McCarthy Hall to speak about the law of least 
mental effort research, which is about how the 
brain determines how to solve problems.

Director of Minority Access to Research Ca-
reers (MARC), Amybeth Cohen, Ph.D., said the 
program has been running since 1996.

“Its mission is to aide underrepresented mi-
norities in the sciences who are interested in 
biomedical research to move forward into Ph.D 
programs,” said Cohen.

Due to a recent renewal of a grant, the num-
ber of participants in the program has increased 
this year.

“Our renewal upped our number. We origi-
nally had six in every year. Three the first year, 
three the second year because it’s a two year 
program. But when we were refunded, we were 
given twelve slots,” Cohen said.

Even though she does not know much about 
Botvinick, Cohen said she is eager for the semi-
nar to begin.

“One of the highlights of our program is we 
have funding that allows our scholars to invite 
two scientists from anywhere in the country to 
come and spend a day with us in order to en-
lighten them on how they navigated their re-
search career,” Cohen said.

While other program have a professors who 

choose the guests, this program has students 
choose instead.

“This invite was by one of our psychology 
majors. She was at Princeton this past summer 
for a research program and met Dr. Botvinick 
there. So she invited him to come and speak to 
our scholars and our larger CSUF community,” 
Cohen said.

Botvinick hails from Princeton’s Department 
of Psychology and the Princeton Neuroscience 

Institute, and holds a Ph.D. in psychology and 
cognitive neuroscience from Carnegie Mellon 
University.

“It’s been really great talking to all of you this 
morning and finding out about the programs 
that go on here,” said Botvinick. “I am delighted 
to have the opportunity to talk a little bit about 
what we do in our research.”

Driving on the freeway, a student 
saw her professor driving in the car 
beside her. At her next session with 
him, she told him that she saw him 
on the freeway. His response: “You 
should have honked and waved.”

Any death involving a member of 
the Cal State Fullerton community has 
an impact on the staff and students. 

Ian J. Scofield, Ph.D., a professor 
of psychology, died Sept. 27. 

The Los Angeles County Depart-
ment of Coroner confirmed Sco-
field’s cause of death was suicide. 

Jack Mearns, professor and chair 
of the Psychology Department, said 
he did not know Scofield person-
ally, but knew he was a very bright 
man who was able to teach a variety 
of classes. 

“I am very sad to hear that he 
died and that it was to a suicide,” 
said Mearns. 

Over the past week, Mearns visited 
the professor’s classes along with rep-
resentatives from the Counseling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS). He 
wanted to make sure everyone knew 
of Scofield’s death and that campus 
resources were available for support. 

“Clearly, it is very disruptive to 

have one’s professor not be able to 
complete the semester,” Mearns 
said. “Added to that is the shock of 
finding out that he had died.” 

Mearns has arranged for substi-
tute faculty member to complete 
Scofield’s classes. He added that he 
wants to be sure that the late pro-
fessor’s students have the best edu-
cational experience they can under 
the circumstances. 

Cristina Villa, a student of Sco-
field’s and a psychology major, took 
his research and methods class dur-
ing the spring 2011 semester. Villa 
said Scofield was always smiling 
and had a good personality. 

“He was very knowledgeable and 
he cared a lot about his students be-
cause he always made it a point to 
remember your name,” said Villa. 

As a professor, Villa said Scofield 
always talked about current events 
and would tie them into the class 
and the student’s lives. 

“His style of teaching was very 
interactive,” Villa said. “He always 
wanted his class to participate and 
always did group projects.” 

Like most students, Villa was 
shocked to hear of his cause of 
death. She said he did not disclose 
information about his personal life, 
but spoke fondly of his family back 
home in England.

ELECTION HIGHLIGHTED AT ASI COOKOUT

Daniel Boyadjian, 21, a kinesiology major, registers to vote at the ASI-sponsored voter fair in the Quad Wednesday.
WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

CAMPUS | Faculty death

Professor’s suicide 
shocks staff, former 
and current students

Quad goes political
If Cal State Fullerton’s voter turnout is 

anything like the free hot dog line at the As-
sociated Students Inc. voter cookout, then the 
youth are showing a big appetite for politics.

The ASI-organized cookout was created 
to not only register students to vote in the 
November election, but also to inform 
them on various issues and to talk about 
the views of potential candidates for state 
Assembly and Congress. 

In attendance were representatives giving 
information on various ballot propositions, 
as well as information about incumbent Ed 
Royce for congress, Fullerton Mayor Sharon 
Quirk-Silva for assembly, Jay Chen for con-
gress and Loretta Sanchez for congress. 

Chief communications officer for ASI and 
Cookout organizer Josue Rodriguez, 21, a 
radio-TV-film and public relations double 
major, said he is looking to boost CSUF stu-
dent participation in the coming election. 

“This will be the first time where I actu-
ally get to vote,” said Rodriguez. “But it’s 
just important to get your voice heard—ev-
ery vote does count. There’s a lot of differ-
ent propositions on the table that are going 
to be affecting students if they don’t go out 
and vote.” 

Rodriguez said the ASI Cookout was 
a collaborative effort by ASI, ASI Lobby 
Corps and the Department of Government 
Relations to inform students on issues and 
candidates while also treating them to a hot 
dog or salad lunch.

ASI Lobby Corps is representative a group 

that advocates student voter turnout and 
also advocates various propositions that af-
fect education, such as Proposition 30. 

The biggest function of the ASI Cookout 
is to also get student voter registration to be 
at 10 percent. In order to accomplish this 
goal, ASI had laptops set up at the cookout 
where students could register to vote. 

“It’s our aim to educate students about vot-
ing, getting students registered to vote, and 
this coming election we’re strongly pushing 
yes on 30,” said David Slusser, 21, an ASI 
Lobby Corps representative. “It’s all about 
making sure we keep the funding we have 
and that funding is actually getting subsi-
dized from higher taxes for those who make 
$250,000 per year and the higher sales tax.”

Psychology majors fondly 
remember late professor
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CAMPUS | Psychology research

Matthew Botvinick, Ph.D., of Princeton University, speaks in McCarthy Hall Wednesday.
ISSIS VARGAS / For the Daily Titan
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Princeton University neuroscientist 
uses lights, props and humor to 
articulate mind-boggling concepts
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Neuro expert explains brain’s powers

Voter fair provides information on candidates and propositions
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Across from Property @ 2601 E. Chapman Ave. Suite 206
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New Student Apartments 
Opening Summer 2013

amenities

college life. remixed.

• One block south of Cal State Fullerton

• Individual leases (per person)

• All utilities, cable, and internet included

• 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom floor plans

• Fully-furnished with W/D in unit

• 24-hour amenities including clubroom,  
 study center and fitness centers

• Controlled access building and  
 parking garage 

• Ground floor restaurants and shopping
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A 14-year-old boy died Tues-
day during an apparent gang-
related gun battle in a residential 
alley in Anaheim, police said.

Jose Perez of Anaheim was 
pronounced dead at the scene 
of the shooting, said Deputy 
Daniel Aikin of the Coroner Divi-
sion of the Orange County Sher-
iff’s Department.

A handgun was found next 
to the teen’s body, who was de-
scribed by Anaheim police Sgt. 
Bob Dunn as a “documented 
gang member.”

The shooting took place just 
before 7 p.m. in an alley to the 
east of the 800 block of South 
Claudina Street, just north of Ver-
mont Avenue.

“We get a call of gang mem-
bers in the alley shooting,” Dunn 
said. “When we get there, we’re 
directed to the victim.”

Officers found the wounded 
14-year-old boy lying wounded 
on the south side of Vermont Av-
enue, just east of Claudina Street, 
Dunn said.

A description of the killer or kill-
ers was unavailable, Dunn said.

A green SUV that was parked 
along the street was struck by 
gunfire, he added, though it 
was not believed to be related 
to either the shooting victim or 
suspects.

Anyone with information can 
contact the Anaheim Police De-
partment at (714) 765-1900.

Brief by BRIAN DAY

Lance Armstrong lost his en-
dorsement with Nike, Wednes-
day, which coincided with him 
stepping down as chairman of 
Livestrong.

According to CNN, Nike said 
the reason for dropping Arm-
strong from contract was due to 
“seemingly insurmountable evi-
dence” for doping.

“It is with great sadness that 
we have terminated our contract 
with him,” the company said in a 
statement.

Armstrong stepped down as 
chairman of Livestrong so that 
the organization could shift its 
focus on its mission instead of 
doping allegations, according to 
ESPN.

“It has been a great privilege 
to help grow it from a dream into 
an organization that today has 
served 2.5 million people,” said 
Armstrong in a statement.

Jeff Garvey, current vice chair-
man of Livestrong, will serve as 
chairman in place of Armstrong.

Brief by KYMBERLIE ESTRADA

The median price for a home in 
California reached its highest level 
in more than four years in Sep-
tember, according to a report by 
the California Association of Real-
tors (CAR).

However, the report also 
showed that an ongoing short-
age of homes on the market sup-
pressed actual sales, according to 
the Orange County Register.

“For the state, at 3.7 months of 
supply, unsold inventory is still less 
than half what it would be in a nor-
mal market,” said Leslie Appleton-
Young, CAR vice president and 
chief economist.

She said sales for homes 
priced under $200,000 fell about 
28 percent and homes priced 
$200,000 to $300,000 fell more 
than 15 percent in September. In 
contrast, she said sales of homes 
priced above $400,000 rose, be-
cause inventory is less of an issue.

The median price for a home in 
Orange County in September was 
$561,830, up 12.4 percent from 
September 2011.

Brief by IAN WHEELER
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DT Question of the Week: 
Do you use the CSUF Library?

Pollak Library Hours
Sunday: CLOSED

Monday: 7:45 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Tuesday: 7:45 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Wednesday: 7:45 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Thursday: 7:45 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Friday: 7:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Saturday: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

POLLAK LIBRARY ASSISTS STUDENT RESEARCH

The Pollak Library has 
served students since 1959 
when it was located in a Sun-
ny Hills High School building 
with four other classrooms.

It was named the Paulina 
June and George Pollak Li-
brary in 1998 after they donat-
ed $1 million. It was the larg-
est donation ever given from 
a faculty member. They told 
the Los Angeles Times they 
wanted their names to “con-
tinue” since they didn’t bear 
any children.

Today, the Pollak Library 
serves thousands of students, 
faculty, staff and commu-
nity members from all over 
Orange County. It currently 
holds 1.2 million books, 1.1 
million microforms and over 
18,000 maps, films and videos 
free for use.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through 
Thursday. The Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, Inc. 
College of Communications, CSUF administration and the CSU. The Daily Titan 
has functioned as a public forum since inception. Unless implied by the adver-
tising party or otherwise stated, advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by com-
mercial activities or ventures identified in the advertisements themselves and 
not by the university. Such printing is not to be construed as written or implied 
sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such commercial enterprises. The 
Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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FOR THE RECORD
It is Daily Titan policy to correct factual errors printed in the 

publication. Corrections will be published on the subsequent 
issue after an error is discovered and will appear on page 2. Errors 
on the Opinion page will be corrected on that page. Corrections 
will also be made to the online version of the article.

Please contact Editor-in-Chief Anders Howmann at 657-278-
5815 or at dteditorinchief@gmail.com with issues about this 
policy or to report any errors.
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the Daily Titan. We are especially interested in students 
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involved in the production process.

If interested, please contact:
Andie Ayala, Content Editor

Anders Howmann, Editor in Chief
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dteditorinchief@gmail.com
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Slusser said ASI Lobby Corps 
also advocates for Proposition 
38 because it would benefit 
grades K-12 with more funds 
for programs.

 Glenn Calderon, 21, a busi-
ness major, attended the Cook-
out and said he knew about 
some of the propositions he 
would be voting for, specifi-
cally Proposition 30, because its 
outcome would directly affect 
CSUF students.

“I know I’m going to vote on 
Prop. 30, because there’s a lot of 
campus involvement and backing 
for that prop,” said Calderon.

Calderon also said whenever 
someone chooses not to vote, it 
is giving the actual voters more 

power over what changes our na-
tion undergoes.

“I can make the decisions for 
(non-voters),” Calderon said. 
“I have some pretty outlandish 
ideas. I can make decisions for 
anybody—I’m fine with that.”

Also attending the Cookout 
were Kathy Moffat and Shereen 
Watter,  members of the Califor-
nia State Fourth District PTA. 
Moffat and Watter were at the 
Cookout to encourage students to 
vote yes on Proposition 38, which 
proponents say will allocate mon-
ey back into public schools.

“Proposition 38 is the edu-
cation initiative and it will put 
$10 billion worth of additional 
revenue into schools every year 
for 12 years,” said Moffat. “We 
believe that this is transforma-

tional in terms of the potential 
to put back some of the things 
that have been cut from schools 
over the last four or five years.”

Watter said the proposition 
will guarantee more funds for 
public schools.

 “It doesn’t go to Sacramento, 
it doesn’t go to the Governor, it 

doesn’t go to the legislature—it 
goes directly to our local schools,” 
said Watter. “An average of 
$1,100 per pupil per year. It’s a 
substantial amount of money to 
put back programs that our kids 
in the state of California have lost 
due to budget cuts.”

 Moffat said it is important to 
reach out to voters because many 
are unaware of the intricacies of 
each proposition and that specifics 
can confuse the general public.

 “I think there’s a lot of vot-
er education needed, not only 
among students but among the 
general populace,” Moffat said. 
“We have complicated ballots in 
California and it’s a challenge to 
understand all of the specifics of 
all of these propositions, so we’re 
doing our best.”

A high demand for immediate 
access to information has made stu-
dents  forget researching at school li-
braries across the country and rely on 
search engines like Google or Bing.

“Google is wonderful, even li-
brarians will admit it. We use 
Google all the time,” said John 
Hickok, a communications librar-
ian at Cal State Fullerton.

Hickok said the library still has one 
advantage: scholarly journals and peer 
reviewed information that provide ac-
curate and professional information.

Miguel Sanchez, 23, an art anima-
tion major, said he prefers the univer-
sity database, and that “the library web 
page has accurate information, with 
reliable sources that make my research 
papers better.”

Critics of using Internet sources for 
research claim that quality informa-
tion is difficult to find.

“Google finds garbage—trying to 
find good information is frustrat-
ing,” said Tyler Waite, 24, a criminal 
justice major.

Ten years ago, students had to 
physically go to the library, get a CD 
and wade through content at different 
computers; however, in a digital era of 
information, the Internet allows stu-
dents to access information anywhere 
at all times.

CSUF’s Pollak Library responded 
to the need for interactive and elec-
tronic access by creating a chat refer-
ence service.

The library chat is available 24 
hours a day with a real librarian ready 
to help seven days a week. Students 
can access library pages anywhere in 
the world as long as they have an In-
ternet connection.

Another resource offered by the li-
brary is the Interlibrary Loan program 
(ILLiad). Students can borrow books, 
journals and video recordings from li-
braries across the U.S. by filling out a 
form with the information of the book.

The traditional idea of a library with 
aisles piled up with books is shifting 
gears to a digital trend, Hickok said.

“We are buying e-books like crazy. 
Now, when students research the li-
brary catalog, they will be directed to 
e-books” Hickok said.

Two years ago, the library formed 
a Space Allocation Committee, where 
librarians and the dean of the library 
acknowledged that the future of the 
library will rely on digital information 
on mobile devices.

Computing spaces will be de-
signed for students with laptops 
along with the library’s computers, 
and project management spaces 
will be workstations for students’ 
projects. Meanwhile, students can 
use the smart rooms equipped with 
a flat screen TV, computer and 
DVD-CD players.

With all the technical advances, 
Hickok said librarians will still be 
needed regardless of the information 
search engines provide because librar-
ians can direct students to quality in-
formation in less time.

There has been speculation that 
books and libraries are becoming 
obsolete, but professors like Sarah 
Hariri, a computer science lecturer, 
said that is not true.

“I’m one of those people that still 
go to the library. I like the smell of 
books,” said Hariri.  

She said faculty members seem to 
agree that the Internet is a useful re-
source, yet students need to learn how 
to use it in effective ways. 

“These days, everyone knows some-
thing about anything, but people 
don’t go deep like in the old days for 
a research when you had to go to the 
library,” Hariri said.

Library weighs 
digital book future
Pollak Library caters 
to growing demand for 
digital research methods

VIVIANA SARRADE
For the Daily Titan

COOKOUT: ASI boosts student-voter registration

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“This will be the 
first time where 
I actually get to 
vote...”

JOSUE RODRIGUEZ
ASI Chief Comm. Officer

ASI President Dwayne Mason serves students lunch at the ASI Cookout and voter registration fair in the Quad Wednesday.
ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan
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Villa added that Scofield enjoyed 
having students from abroad and 
would make a game of guessing their 
nationality based of their accent. 
Being from England, Villa said he 
seemed to relate to others from for-
eign countries.

Scofield’s colleagues described him 
as someone who kept to himself and 
was very quiet.

Professors and students confirmed 
that Scofield cancelled class one week 
because he said he was sick. Many 
started to question if he had an illness 
and if he was OK.

His cause of death was also a shock 
to faculty and students. Faculty mem-
bers said there weren’t any signs to make 
them think he would hurt himself.

Other professors said there are mul-
tiple resources available for anyone 

contemplating suicide.
Students and faculty are encour-

aged to visit the Student Health and 
Counseling Center where they can get 
help. CAPS can be reached at (657) 
278-3040.

Botvinick involved the attendees in 
mini experiments, which held the at-
tention of the spectators.

“It was cool that he could have in-
teractions with the people listening,” 
said attendee Raul Perez, 21, a biol-
ogy major. “They were difficult, but 
it made the listeners a part of the ex-
periments.”

Another aspect of the seminar was 
Botvinick’s sense of humor, which 
elicited laughs from the audience 
while still informing those interested 
in the subject.

“All things being equal, animals, 
including humans, will avoid physi-
cal effort,” said Botvinick. “There are 

reams of research on this. It’s maybe 
not surprising, but psychologists like 
to prove things that aren’t surprising.” 

After starting out with real life ex-
amples and anecdotes, he eventually 
settled down into more scientific ex-
planations accompanied with slides of 
graphs, illustrations and drawings of 
the brain’s different areas lighting up 
at different times.

Perez enjoyed that the speaker in-
corporated mathematical, biological 
and economical examples into his 
talk.

“He was a very good speaker,” Perez 
said when the seminar was over. “He 
went over, and in most cases I usually 
like to leave when they do that, but I 
found it very interesting.”

Texting, Facebook, Twitter and mobile 
phones have dramatically affected the way 
students communicate with each other and 
maintain relationships. 

New technology and how it affects re-
lationships and friendships was the focus 
of the iRelationships workshop, presented 
Wednesday by the Counseling and Psycho-
logical Services (CAPS).

Valeries Manchala, Ph.D., and Ya-Shu 
Liang, Ph.D., both licensed psychologists at 
the Student Health and Counseling Center 
at Cal State Fullerton, created the workshop 
because they noticed how a growing num-
ber of clients with relationship problems 
regularly texted or used Facebook.

Manchala said they wanted to have an 
open discussion with students about what 
they thought about technology and its effect 
on their relationships.

“As we talk about what’s going on for 
them (clients) there is always this theme 
around technology whether it is texting 
or Facebook,” said Manchala. “I don’t see 
how that doesn’t play a role in interper-
sonal struggles.”

According to CAPS, college students 
send about 100 texts a day, have 128 con-
tacts in their cell phones and check social 
networking sites at least five times a day. 

Liang said there is also a positive cor-
relation between the amount of Facebook 
friends a person has and the amount of text 
messages and calling that person does. 

“If you have a longer list of friends then 
you are more likely to text or call because 
of the more people you have to maintain a 
relationship with,” said Liang.

Liang said using texts to help main-
tain a close relationship with someone is 
not necessarily a bad thing. Texting is an 
important way to maintain a relationship 
and can make people more dependable 
in a friendship. 

However, she said it can also lead to 

greater “maintenance expectations,” like ex-
pecting a fast response from a text, which 
can increase over-dependence and can lead 
to decreased satisfaction in a relationship.

Jen Friel, creator of the blog Talk Nerdy 
to Me Lover, said technology dramatically 
changes the way relationships work.

“The amount of connectivity has never 
been greater,” said Friel. “No longer do we 
have to go to the bar to meet new people, 
instead we can just do it online.”

Friel said that even though technol-
ogy brings us together in new ways, people 
should still make time to meet in person to 
establish a stronger relationship.

While technology gives us new ways to 
meet people, Liang said research revealed 
that online dating is no more effective than 
meeting someone in a bar.

One of the reasons, she said, is because 
when talking to someone online one can 
have high expectations for how the person 
acts in person, and more often than not, 
they do not meet these expectations when 
they finally meet face-to-face.

Even though technology has dramat-
ically altered the way college students 
interact, there is still hope for one-on-
one interactions. 

“I think it (technology) can certainly 
have a negative effect on people, younger 
or older, but I think there is also those 
safety nets for ensuring that people still are 
able to develop those interpersonal skills 
to have those one-on-one interactions,” 
Manchala said.

BRAIN: Bio-med pros 
host interactive seminar

DEATH: Students and 
staff left in ‘shock’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Connected, but disenchanted
Students attend a workshop 
to discuss how technology 
has affected relationships

ETHAN HAWKES
Daily Titan

“If you have a 
longer list of 
friends then you 
are more likely to 
text or call.”

YA-SHU LIANG, PH.D.
Psychologist, Student 

Health and Counseling Center

Fostering Healthy 
Relationships in 
Today’s World

Make efforts to connect in person, not 
only through technology

Use technology to stay connected

Ensure that communication (both 
talking and listening) is open and 

spontaneous

Consider having conversations regard-
ing expectations when using technol-

ogy to stay connected

Remember that nuances in language 
cannot be clearly articulated through 
texts, emails, and social media posts

Resolve problems through verbal, not 
written communication, and ideally in 

person

Discuss the role social media networks 
will play in your relationships

Be aware of how you represent your-
self in social media and the effect this 

may have on your relationships

Consider how much privacy you want 
and expect, and how this matches up 

with how you use social media

“...he cared a 
lot about his stu-
dents because he 
always made it a 
point to remem-
ber your name.”

CRISTINA VILLA
Psychology major
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In early 2010, Haiti was rocked by a 
massive earthquake that shook the very 
foundation, literally and metaphori-
cally, of the small Caribbean country.

A year later, then-Prime Minis-
ter Jean-Max Bellerive unveiled the 
updated figures: more than 316,000 
dead, with nearly a million citizens 
effectively homeless.

Enter Wyclef Jean, the Haitian-born 
celebrity whose existing charity for 
Haiti, called Yéle, was thrust into the 
limelight. A recent article by the New 
York Times outlined the shortfalls and 
questionable ethics of Yéle, which gar-
nered $16 million in donations.

That is, until the charity went out of 
business last month.

Simply put, Yéle is just another 
failed charity that selfishly squandered 
away the donations of good-hearted 
people. The solution isn’t to shun char-
ities for this downfall. The solution is 
to dramatically increase the scrutiny of 
these organizations.

This should be done from top to 
bottom—state regulations can be re-
vamped to provide limits as to the 
percentage of revenue charities can 
use. Watchdog organizations like the 
American Institute of Philanthropy 
can weed out the bad eggs. Individuals 
can choose to only open up their wal-
lets after thorough research.

In 2003, the Madigan v. Tele-
marketing Associates U.S. Supreme 
Court case featured the attorney gen-
eral of Illinois accusing Telemarket-
ing Associates, a fundraising group, 
of fraud for retaining 85 percent of 
their charitable funds. The ruling 
held that states may “maintain fraud 
actions when fundraisers make false 
or misleading representations de-
signed to deceive donors about how 
their donations will be used.”

Charities failing to tell their do-
nors what percentage of their dona-
tion would actually go toward a given 
cause did not fall within those fraud 
allegations, however.

 “These limitations do not dis-
arm States from assuring that their 
residents are positioned to make in-
formed choices about their charitable 

giving. States may maintain fraud ac-
tions when fundraisers make false or 
misleading representations designed 
to deceive donors about how their 
donations will be used,” said Justice 
Ruth Ginsburg.

Other court cases, like 1984’s Mary-
land v. Munson, found there to be no 
connection between the high operat-
ing costs by charities and fraud.

According to the Times article, Yéle 
spent $9.5 million on travel, salaries, 
consultants’ fees, as well as their offices 
and warehouse. Money meant to help 
Haiti was squandered while some pro-
grams faded away or never even got off 
the ground to begin with.

Yéle might not have committed 
fraud, but that doesn’t make their mis-
management of funds any less appall-
ing. Mere selfishness and greed can’t be 
punished in the Supreme Court, but 
government regulations can be put in 
place to curb such unfortunate side ef-
fects of charity organizations.

In 2011, the American Institute 
of Philanthropy (AIP) revealed a new 
charity rating guide that handed out 
grades to charity organizations. Doz-
ens received failing grades. The rating 
system is based off what percentage of 
charity funds go toward the actual goal 
the organization exists for.

The Better Business Bureau’s (BBB) 
“Standards for Charity Accountabil-
ity” calls for assessments at least every 
two years for charities, and sets stan-
dards for an honest, prudent use of 
charitable funds. At least 65 percent of 
a charity’s total expenses must be for 
program activities.

Yéle is nowhere to be found on 
BBB’s or AIP’s websites.

And truly, organizations like this 
can only do so much; they’re not gov-
ernment organizations. They have no 
legal power. They can report a charity 
for fraud to the government, but there 
isn’t much leeway there. 

Laws against theft and fraud al-
ready apply to charities—but the 
line is so blurred that it’s reached the 
point of ineffectiveness. The gov-
ernment can choose to implement 
standards like the ones BBB has and 
scrutinize these tax-exempt organiza-
tions harder by employing more IRS 
agents to monitor them.

Yéle is just the most recent of these 
high-profile charities failing at their 
goals while simultaneously being put 
under scrutiny for their operating costs. 

An article published by the Associated 
Press last year investigated numerous 
charities that popped up after 9/11 that 
failed altogether on their goals.

Until the government comes up 
with its own legal system of account-
ability for charities, all individuals can 
do is research what causes they wish to 
donate to and only open their wallets 
with discretion. Checking to see if the 
charity is on websites like BBB.org or 
CharityNavigator.org can help.

It’s up to us to not get screwed 
over by giving our money away to the 
greedy and corrupt—with or without 
the government’s help. 

Once again, California’s state 
government is in dire fiscal straits. 

In an annual tradition, Califor-
nians are bombarded with apoca-
lyptic scenarios of financial doom 
and gloom over impending budget 
cuts to popular government pro-
grams. In order to shore up this 
year’s fiscal mess, Gov. Jerry Brown 
proposes to cover a $16 billion 
shortfall in the state’s $142 billion 
budget by cutting $8 billion from 
the general fund, obfuscating $2.5 
billion in several gimmicks and fee 
increases, and raising $6 billion in 
new taxes. 

However, in 2010,  Brown cam-
paigned not to raise Californians’ 
taxes with one caveat: that the vot-
ers approve any such tax hike.

To entice residents to vote for 
higher taxes in Proposition 30, the 
governor is playing a clever game 
of carrot and stick while threat-
ening menacing “trigger cuts.” If 
voters fail to raise taxes, they will 
face a further $6 billion in painful 
cuts to popular programs to offset 
the anticipated tax revenue. If they 
acquiesce to higher taxes, they will 
be rewarded with kudos from the 
political class for their self-sacri-
fice and fewer budget cuts. 

The governor’s threatened 

slashing seems to hit all the right 
programs to elicit maximum pub-
lic outcry: $5.3 billion from K-12 
education, $250 million each from 
the UC and CSU systems, $50 
million from adult developmental 
services, $20 million from local 
police forces, and so on. The CSU 
system has embraced the same car-
rot and stick tactic: reject tax in-
creases and face an extra increase 
in tuition, accept tax increases and 
see a $498 per student rebate.

Unfortunately, if passed, Propo-
sition 30 will likely only bridge the 
gap for a short time, since Califor-
nia’s budget problems are chronic 
and structural, not temporary. To-
tal budget expenditures a decade 
ago were $100 billion, compared 
to today’s $142 billion. The four 
largest outlays in both the 2002-
2003 and 2012-2013 budgets are 
(a) Health and Human Services, 
(b) K-12 Education, (c) Business, 
Transportation and Housing, and 
(d) Higher Education. 

Over the last decade, Health 
and Human Services funding grew 
from $27.2 billion to $45.4 bil-
lion. K-12 Education went from 
from $31.8 billion to $38.8 bil-
lion. Business, Transportation and 
Housing funding grew a whopping 
130.1 percent, from $7.3 billion 

to $16.8 billion. Sadly, neglected 
Higher Education funding actu-
ally shrank from $11.3 billion to 
$9.9 billion (but was compensated 
several times over with higher tu-
ition). 

Meanwhile California’s popu-
lation grew from 33.8 million in 
2000 to 37.2 million in 2010, a 
paltry 10 percent increase.

However altruistic, this explo-
sive growth of spending is clearly 
unsustainable. The state will likely 
not abate in the near future, forc-
ing higher education to fight for 
a shrinking part of the budgetary 
pie as other programs gobble up 
more revenue. 

Furthermore, the combination 
of a weaker than national average 
economic situation and steeper 
progressive taxes could leave Cali-
fornia in a deeper fiscal lurch as 
the affluent tax base flees to zero 
percent income tax states like Ne-
vada and Texas, depriving Brown 
of his lucrative cash cows. 

While Proposition 30 might 
raise some $6 billion in income 
and sales taxes and act as a tem-
porary stopgap measure, it fails 
to enact badly needed reform for 
a bloated system and only enables 
another year of unsustainable bud-
get busting dysfunction.

Normally I’d leave all social me-
dia references to my compatriot 
Ricardo Gonzalez and his #This 
column. However, this week I had 
a personal experience that I felt 
would be good to talk about.

When I say “personal experience,” 
what I really mean is I committed 
one of the cardinal sins of online 
interactions. It’s something everyone 
who regularly interacts on web fo-
rums should know not to do.

I got into an argument on Face-
book.

I know. I know. I’m still mad at 
myself over it, to be honest. And 
the worst part: It was over politics.

I know! It’s right there on the 
“Top list of things never to say on 
the Internet if you want to keep 
your friends and your intelligence,” 
next to religion and Mass Effect 3’s 
ending. It’s basically one of the stu-
pidest things to argue about in an 
already stupid form of debate.

I won’t speak of my political 
views here, it’s unimportant to the 
story and how I got involved in 
the situation, but I will say I took 
exception to the way misinforma-
tion was being spread and facts 
were being twisted.

As a journalist I hold great value 
in the ideal of neutrality. I’m not 
registered with a political party, 
nor do I ignore facts that may be 

contrary to my point of view. In 
these dark days of extreme par-
tisanship I should know better, 
but it irks me to no end when I 
see such obvious bias and single-
mindedness in others.

Nevertheless it’s no excuse for 
my idiocy. Now I have a first-hand 
account of how the entire thing 
spirals out of control.

It’s interesting how these argu-
ments snowball. Normally I would 
like to think I know better, but the 
original reason I decided to post 
anything was simply to correct a 
simple fact. Just a number that had 
gone down instead of up, that’s all I 
wanted to clear up.

Before I knew it, there were 
people telling me I was wrong. I 
don’t like being wrong. Especially 
when I’m right. I grew indignant, I 
bristled as I quickly googled several 
news stories to back up the fact.

I was already being sucked in, 
and I didn’t even realize it.

But my sources were not valid, I 
was told. No, they favored one side, 
they said. USA Today is apparently 
an unreliable news source.

And so it went, I was too far 
gone at this point to realize what I 
had done, that I’d fallen down the 
comment rabbit hole. In my mind 
I had the moral—and factual—
high ground, but as the argument 

went on I found myself more and 
more irritated.

Eventually I lashed out, looked 
like a jerk, and probably didn’t 
help my original point at all. No 
one walked away convinced of 
anything, except probably the no-
tion that I was just a sarcastic, self-
righteous college student.

I can’t say it was an inaccurate 
takeaway.

But this isn’t the “Moping with 
Matt” column—here we look to 
the future! So let me give you some 
advice on how not to make the 
same mistakes I did. 

Don’t pick fights on the Internet. 
Don’t be dumb.

I can’t think of anything good 
that has ever come out of an on-
line debate like that. Conversa-
tions like that were never meant to 
happen through simple text mes-
sages on a screen. It takes more 
than that to get across the complex 
ideas and arguments that an intel-
lectual debate requires.

Let’s keep a civil tongue in our 
heads. Let’s not let that tiny flame 
in our mouths start forest fires. 
Most importantly, let’s not go 
shooting our mouths off just to 
start a fight.

Anyway, how much did Obama 
kick Romney’s butt in that debate 
Tuesday night?

It’s All Geek to Me
MATT ATKINSON

If charities like Yéle can 
abscond with people’s 
money, we need safeguards

ERIC FARRELL
Daily Titan

Time for some accountability

We can’t keep writing the wrongs
Gov. Jerry Brown has initiated Proposition 30 after promising voters in 
2010 that he wouldn’t increase taxes unless approved by taxpayers.

Courtesy of MCT

Prop 30 
can’t save 
California 
from debt
While the tax increase will 
temporarily stave off our 
problems, it’s a quick-fix

DANIEL BARBEAU
For the Daily Titan
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Students shake and twirl as they repeat 
in their minds the numbered sequence, 
“one two three, five six seven” of re-
nowned choreographer Kazumi DeVries 
teaching salsa dancing in front of them.

All are welcome to the Wednesday 
night meet ups at the Kinesiology and 
Health Science building for beginners 
that the Salsa Club hosts, which has been 
a student organization since fall 2010. 

Every Friday starting at 8:15 p.m., the 
Salsa Club holds a salsa academy for in-
termediate students of the group as well 
as students in the competitive group for 
practice.

The competitive group, however, prac-
tices on Saturdays and is only open to 
students.

Joshua Mendoza, 27, who is double 
majoring in information systems and 
decision sciences and marketing and fi-
nance, president and founder of the Salsa 
Club, said the club has a variety of oppor-
tunities for aspiring dancers or beginners.

“The salsa academy is much more 
concentrated, it’s faster pace. You’ll learn 
salsa in a short amount of time,” said 
Mendoza. “It’s more focused on the detail 
and technical aspects of salsa, whereas the 
Wednesday classes are more relaxed, you 
can ask questions.”

Mendoza is part of the competitive 
team who meets on Fridays and Satur-
days and aspires to compete at the Col-
lege Salsa Congress.

“We usually only allow students to 
represent us for the team,” Mendoza said. 
“We’re considered student athletes so we 
want to make sure they’re from Cal State 
Fullerton.”

According to Mendoza, the College 
Salsa Congress brings together about 18 

to 20 CSU and UC schools, as well as 
a few community colleges from South-
ern California and Sacramento areas in a 
competition that results in a grand prize 
of $1,000.

“The competition is very fierce,” Men-
doza said.

The College Salsa Congress is held at 
the end of April in Long Beach. CSUF’s 
competitive salsa group competed last 
year but did not place.

This year, with the help of Kazumi 
DeVries, the salsa club choreographer 
and advisor, Mendoza said he feels they 
have a really great chance to improve and 
really show people how hard the team has 
been working.

“I had an off campus event that I or-
ganized and the president came to take 
my lesson and he really liked it,” said 
DeVries. “We kind of first started during 
the summer as a try-out, to see if they re-
ally liked how I teach, and then in then 
end they really wanted me to be their 
coach.”

This is Kazumi’s third year of teaching. 
Her goal, she said, is to help the young 

dancers be the best that they can be and 
held to the highest standard.

“I wanted to start from scratch because 
if I am going to be involved, my goal since 
these are young people that I’m handling 
and not adults like my off campus team, 
I want to make sure that the standard is 
really (morally) high,” DeVries said.

“I want to make sure my students are 
up to skill, and have a really good experi-
ence,” she added. “I want to make sure 
they are trained enough for next year 
when they are ready to compete.”

According to DeVries, the way she has 
the program set up is that for those who 
want to join the competitive group, stu-
dents first have to join the Wednesday 
night class, which is set up to teach fun-
damentals.

Once students feel comfortable 
enough, they can move up to Friday’s 
class, which is more advanced. 

From there, she will move them up to 
the competitive salsa team if they desire 
to compete.

“Fall semester is usually a training ses-
sion,”  DeVries said.

She begins with teaching basic skills, 
and on to higher skills, then slowly pro-
gresses to a routine. 

By spring semester, the group will 
have the routine down and practice 

hard to polish it up for the College Salsa 
Congress.

Second semester competitive dancer 
Amanda Tran, 19, an international 
business major, has joined the club and 
competitive dance team for various rea-
sons, including to make new friends and 
to learn a dance skill she has never had 
before.

“First I joined the club and went to 

meet ups on Wednesdays, because I had 
no idea how to dance salsa,” said Tran. “I 
realized I enjoyed dancing a lot.”

Tran was a student who started off as 
a beginner and worked her way up to the 
competitive level through her progress, 
which DeVries took notice of.

“I’m so excited to get a new routine, 
something to challenge me and to push 
me to be a better dancer,” Tran said.

Salsa Club trains 
for dance contest
Students prepare to compete 
in the College Salsa Congress, 
which hosts numerous schools 

LAUREN TORRES
Daily Titan

Fraternity gives to community

Phi Kappa Tau fraternity strives to 
make a difference by producing lead-
ers and scholars that seek to provide 
service to the community, in accor-
dance with their motto: “Leading. 
Learning. Serving.”

To provide service, Phi Kappa 
Tau participated in two commu-
nity events this month. A group of 
members participated in the Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk 
held Oct. 7 and the Mother’s Against 
Drunk Driving 5K race on Saturday. 

The Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer Walk took place at 
the Segerstrom Center for the Arts 
in Costa Mesa.

Phi Kappa Tau’s thirty volunteers, 
who each made a donation of $10 to 
the cause, worked at the cheering sta-
tion encouraging participants as they 
walked the course to support breast 
cancer awareness. 

Miguel Moya, Phi Kappa Tau’s 
community service officer, said the 

goal of participating in the walk was 
to do their best in fundraising efforts.

 “(We wanted to) raise as much as 
we can because I know money is tight 
for college students,” said Moya. “So I 
just wanted to put forth any amount 
towards the cause,” 

The Mother’s Against Drunk 
Driving 5K on Saturday was held 
in Long Beach. 

Moya said he became interested in 
volunteering because the cause reso-
nated with the fraternity’s zero toler-
ance policy.

“(The event) reflected Phi Kappa 
Tau’s zero tolerance policy on driving 
under the influence,” Moya said.

At the event, fraternity members 
volunteered by helping clean up 
after the event.

Tyler Rogers, a Phi Kappa Tau 
member, said although fraternities 
have gained a bad reputation, they are 
not always about the partying. 

 “We want to show Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 
that we take drunk driving as seri-
ously as they do,” said Rogers.

Founded by a mother whose 
daughter was killed in a drunk driving 
accident, MADD advocates against 
drunk driving by hosting walks.

 “We encourage families, and 
groups of friends and co-workers, to 
lace up their sneakers and join us for 
this year’s walk,” said Tamara Raices, 
development officer of the Los Ange-
les/Ventura Affiliate of MADD, in a 
press release. 

Moya said the message spread 
by their commitment to service is 
what matters.

“We recorded over 200 hours of 
community service combined in that 
event, and that’s only a sample of 
how much we care for our commu-
nity,” Moya said. “In the end it’s not 
the time that matters, but just the fact 
that we help spread the positive mes-
sages of the causes we help.”

With 70 active members in the Phi 
Kappa Tau Fraternity, community 
service plays a big role in giving back.   

“The vision of Phi Kappa Tau is 
to be recognized as a leadership or-
ganization that binds men together 
and challenges them to improve 
their campuses and the world,” 
said Devin DiRocco, president of 
Phi Kappa Tau.  

Upholding these standards, some 
other community events Phi Kappa 
Tau has planned for the rest of the 
year include converting their frater-
nity house, into a haunted house 
for Halloween.

They will charge a small entrance 
fee that will be donated to charity. 

Another service event is “Monte 
Carlo Night” on Oct. 27, which will 
support the national group, Serious 
Fun Campus, which raises money for 
children with chronic illnesses. 

Monte Carlo Night will be held 
in the Titan Student Union Pavilions 
and will feature gambling tables, a si-
lent auction and catering. 

The fraternity’s associate member 
class has 37 members. An associate 
member is one who has received a 
bid but has not been initiated into 
the fraternity.

“Community service is a way for 
us to share. It is a selfless act. We rel-
ish hard work, and we respect our 
community. This is a way of show-
ing it,” Rogers said.

ALYSHA SHETTY
For the Daily Titan

TOP: Students in the intermediate 
salsa class practice their dancing 
skills every Friday. The classes are 
held in the Kinesiology and Health 
Science building.

RIGHT: Oscar Trinh, international 
business major, and Marissa 
Chavez, psychology major, are 
members of the intermediate Salsa 
Club which is coached by Kazumi 
DeVries. 

SUE LAGARDE / Daily Titan



“Ninety-nine out of 100 gifts the donor knows and 
the donor is telling us where it goes,” Unterman said. 
“All non-profits respect the right of the donor to make 
that restriction.”

“It’s the foundation board’s responsibility to ensure 
that those donor restrictions are respected,” he added.

 The Philanthropic Foundation received about  $6.7 
million in contributions and gifts between July 1, 2011 
and June 30, 2012, according to the foundation’s finan-
cial statements. For the year ending June 30, 2012, total 
contributions and gifts totalled about $7.1 million.

 “Dollar wise last year, we did raise less money than the 
year before, in some respects the economy makes a differ-
ence, and as a fundraising institution we are not as old,” 
Unterman said.  “We’ve only had a university advance-
ment division since the late ‘80s.”

It was not until  the ‘90s that the foundation was for-
mally recognized as a CSU auxiliary and became a regis-
tered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

Under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
this makes the Philanthropic Foundation exempt from 
federal and state income taxes.

The contributions are allocated toward various pro-
grams and scholarships. In the year ending June 30, 
2012, about $1.9 million was allocated toward schol-
arships. This was an increase from the year ending 
June 30, 2011, when about $1.5 million was used for 
student scholarships.

“We are raising significant resources to benefit the stu-

dents and faculty here on campus. We did see an uptick in 
scholarship contributions last fiscal year,” Unterman said.

The foundation works in conjunction with different 
colleges at CSUF to fundraise to fund scholarships and 
programs within the college.

“Some of the things that they do fundraising for the 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences is our Cen-
ter for Oral and Public History,” said Patricia Balderas, 
business manager at the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences. “It’s a collaborative effort.”

Balderas said that in addition to scholarships, the col-
lege works with the foundation to find funds for the 
Washington D.C. Internship Program to provide scholar-
ships for students to offset costs.

Gordon Morris Bakken, Ph.D., a history professor, has 
made contributions to the Philanthropic Foundation to 
remain supportive of students at CSUF. 

“I have contributed to the Philanthropic Foundation 
for decades to support scholarly and creative activity of 
students and faculty,” said Bakken. “I regularly donate to 
the History Alumni Association to provide other scholar-
ships to students.”

Bakken has also donated to the Titan Athletic Founda-
tion to support student athletes. In addition, he makes 
monthly donations to the Phi Alpha Theta Fund for Stu-
dent Research and Creative Activity to create a pool of 
funds to enable students to travel to scholarly conferences 
to present papers and participate on scholarly panels.  

For those interested in making a donation or learn-
ing more about the Philanthropic Foundation, visit 
Fullerton.edu/foundation.
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Titan works it for Kardashians 

The Kardashian sisters, known for their 
curves, are reaching out to curvy women 
everywhere by launching their new clothing 
line, the Kardashian Kurves Kollection.

Brianna Harrington, 19, a business ma-
jor attending Cal State Fullerton, is the new 
face of their collection.

In July, she entered a contest to become 
the Kardashians’ new plus sized jeans model. 

In a contest that attracted thousands of 
responses, she was chosen to be the face of 
their denim line.

“It still hasn’t hit me yet, it hasn’t sunk in 
yet,” said Harrington.

At a young age, Harrington decided 
she wanted to be an inspiration for young 
girls around her. 

Harrington traces her desire to model 
back to her childhood, when she would 
spend her days watching America’s Next Top 
Model.

“It inspired me to be that role model for 
young girls,” Harrington said.

In her senior year of high school, she 
started modeling with local photographers 
and doing freelance work for Torrid.com.

She reached out to Torrid via an online 
contest and eventually became a model for 
their clothing.

It served as her introduction to the 
modeling industry and gave her the 
start she needed.

“It got my foot in the door and I was so 
young... so I have time to build myself up 
there,” Harrington said.

After her experience with Torrid, she 
auditioned for other companies includ-
ing Nordstrom. 

Although she wasn’t selected for any com-
panies, she received valuable tips on improv-
ing her modeling skills.

In February, Harrington flew to New 
York as a finalist for a contest with Seven-
teen magazine where she met her idol, Tyra 
Banks, and received more advice.

Although she didn’t win the contest, she 
began receiving offers from various model-
ing agencies looking to contract her.

She eventually decided on Natural Model 
Management because she connected strong-
ly with the message they are trying to send 
to women around the world.

“What they promote is being healthy. It’s 
not about being thin or being fat or being 
unhealthy,” Harrington said. “It’s about be-
ing healthy in your own body. Comfortable, 
confident, whatever your size is.”

Although bigger name agencies were ask-
ing for her signature, she wanted an agency 
that would be with her every step of the way 
before being thrown into a big photo shoot.

“I really like how they’re personal and 
very small. They take care of me whenever 
I need something. They’re like a family,” 
Harrington said. “I felt that the bigger 
agencies that they were going to push me 
in there without (giving) me training. 
This was my first agency so I wanted to 
feel more comfortable.” 

Since signing with Natural Model Man-
agement, Harrington has been working 
with photographers on her poses and she 
began to create her portfolio, which serves 
as a resume for other companies.

Harrington said she embraces being a 
plus sized model and uses it as a strength, 
instead of a weakness.

Growing up, Harrington said she faced 
problems being comfortable in her own 
skin. She suffered from an eating disorder in 
high school.

“I was always bigger than most people. 
I had a twin brother who was thinner than 

me so our parents would compare us a lot... 
It was really hard,” Harrington said.

Now, she said, she has overcome her 
struggles and is a stronger person be-
cause of it.

“I have overcome that and now I am more 
confident in my own skin,” Harrington said.

She said she blames people’s struggle with 
their own body image on the media, who 
portrays women, and even men, as thin be-
ing the only option for beauty.  

Harrington said she is a strong believer 
that everyone can be beautiful in their own 
skin and that it does not matter what size 
you are.  

“I just really want to show that it doesn’t 
matter what size you are, you can be a mod-
el, you can be confident,” Harrington said.

Sarah Nguyen, 19, a history major, met 
Harrington while living on campus last year 
and they have been close ever since.

Harrington serves as an inspiration for 
Nguyen, who not only is plus size, but trav-
els in a wheelchair.

“She definitely motivates me to do and 
be positive about myself. She definitely lets 
me know that I’m beautiful,” said Nguyen.

Nguyen said she attributes her positive 
thinking and her confidence to Harrington, 
because she proves that you do not have to 
be thin to be beautiful.

Evette Torres, 19, a theater major, 
met Harrington during orientation their 
freshman year.

“She makes and emphasizes the curves 
that are something that you can embrace 
and are beautiful,” said Torres.

Torres said many girls tend to think that 
they cannot find the right clothes to be fash-
ionable because of their size and that being 
beautiful is not for them, but Harrington 
makes that a reality.

Harrington was admitted to Cal 
State Fullerton as an acting major, but 
changed her major to business when her 

modeling career finally found success 
during her first year.

Her background in acting was useful 
when modeling because she had to portray 
certain characters in different shoots.

“That’s how it all started, being more 
comfortable with modeling. Modeling is 
acting,” Harrington said. “Sometimes you 
have to portray roles or you have to be out 
of your comfort zone.”

Although she has a passion for acting, 

her dream would be to make modeling 
and career and eventually create her own 
modeling agency.

“My goal is to start my own modeling 
agency,” Harrington said, “but I think now 
what girl doesn’t want to be a successful paid 
model. That would be really cool if I could 
do that.”

Brianna Harrington will showcase the 
Kardashian Kurves Kollection in Sears stores 
in November.

Brianna Harrington was chosen 
as the face of the Kardashians’  
plus size clothing collection

ADRIAN GARCIA
Daily Titan
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Brianna Harrington has modeled since her senior year of high school and has 
built her portfolio working for Natural Model Management and Torrid.com.

WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

Students stress over midterms
Students find ways to tackle upcoming exams by staying relaxed and engaging in several activities to 
keep them focused. Some students study outside and listen to music while others prefer a quiet room.

ELEONOR SEGURA / Daily Titan

Midterms can be a stressful time 
for students. 

It is the time when students start 
cramming and studying for hours on 
end to grasp every bit of information 
they can before taking a test.

Jacob Medina, 19, an undeclared 
major, begins studying for midterms 
about a week before the test in order 
to prevent the stress that comes with 
cramming the day before. 

He bases the time he needs to 
prepare himself by how difficult the 
class has been.

“Specifically for the harder classes, 
probably a week in advance and I’ll 
study maybe three hours a day for a 
week,” said Medina.

Najati Burrow, 20, a civil en-
gineering major, prepares himself 
three days before the exam by 
working on review problems and 
looking over notes.

In order to relieve some of the 
stress, Burrow listens to music and 
takes a break in between his stud-
ies to get a hint of fresh air before 
studying again.

“Usually music is a good help for 
the stress or going out and getting 
some fresh air every once in a while 
helps,” said Burrow.

Scenery can affect a student’s study-
ing habits, and many students look for 
a peaceful environment to focus.

Like Burrow, Justine Martin, 
19, a political science major, likes 
studying outside because of the re-
laxing surroundings. 

He also listens to music while get-
ting fresh air.

“Well I definitely listen to music, 
ice cream helps. I like being outside. I 
like being in nature, it helps me calm 
down,” said Martin.

Medina said he turns his phone 
off and looks for a quiet room where 
he can indulge himself in his studies 
without the constant reminders of 
the outside world.

Coping with the stress of finals can 
lead to days of no sleep and a diet 
consisting of the unhealthiest foods.

Jesenya Magana, 19, a business 
major, said she does her best to keep a 
healthy diet and workout plan which 
helps her deal with the stress and stay 
focused on her studies.

“You have to make sure you eat 
a balanced diet and eat nutrition-
ally, stay healthy and stay hydrated. 
I work out when I can’t handle it,” 
said Magana.

Students use study guides and look 
over past tests and quizzes to prepare 
themselves for midterms, but they 
may not cover all materials that will 
be on a midterm.

Magana said she did all she could 
do to prepare for one of the midterms 
in her class, but it was harder than she 
had expected.

“I felt prepared for the test. Once I 

walked in and actually took the test, 
it was more than I expected,” Magana 
said. “I felt very overwhelmed when 
taking it and I feel like I didn’t do as 
well as I had hoped.” 

Students also face the issue of 
balancing multiple midterms in one 
week, sometimes even the same day.

Martin faced three midterms in 
one week, so she had to decide which 
one to focus heavily on.

This is a problem for students be-
cause they face the fear of not doing 
as well on a midterm because they 
have to focus on another.

People tend to study in the order 
that they were taught the information 
by reviewing their notes in chrono-
logical order.

However, reviewing information 
out of order can help trigger informa-
tion during a test.

Tests are not designed in chrono-
logical order to the teacher’s studies 
and so a student must be able to recall 
information in a randomized manner.

Especially difficult information 
should be reviewed before going 
to bed since the brain is able to 
consolidate the recent information 
and make it easier to remember the 
next day.

Apart from finals week, mid-
terms can be the most difficult time 
for a student. 

The key to succeeding is remaining 
relaxed and stress-free in order to pass 
the exams to come.

ADRIAN GARCIA
Daily Titan



Borderlands 2 is ridiculous... but in 
a three-barreled-exploding-shotgun 
kind of way.

Gearbox Software’s sci-fi “shoot 
and loot” level-cruncher takes the 
best aspects of first-person shooters 
and role-playing games and stitches 
them together with a loot system that 
will keep players engaged throughout 
the 30-hour campaign and beyond.

With a wonderfully absurd cast 
of characters, even more absurd 
weapons, smooth controls, a graphi-
cal style that oozes personality and 
seamless accessibility in everything 
from managing inventory to join-
ing friends’ games, Borderlands 2 has 
nearly perfected the formula that was 
conceived by its predecessor. 

This is the most fun you will have 
with your three best Internet-friends 
this year.

The game never takes itself too se-
riously, which is a refreshing change 
of pace from the assembly line of ge-
neric military shooters. 

The story is almost identical to the 
original. The player is hired by the 
leader of the Hyperion corporation, 
Handsome Jack, to search for a vault 
on the planet Pandora. 

The vault is rumored to hold un-
known alien technology and power. 

At the outset, Jack tries to kill 

the player, leaving him or her for 
dead. From here the player tries 
to exact revenge on Jack, crossing 
paths with a slew of hilarious char-
acters along the way.

While the constant need to find 
better guns and loot hidden through-
out the environments is what truly 
drives the player onward, the dia-
logue and interaction with the char-
acters of Pandora gives the game in-
credible depth, humor and context. 

Standouts include Tiny Tina, a 
13-year-old explosives expert, and El-
lie, a gargantuan mechanic who uses a 
trash compactor to dispose of bandits. 

It has constant references to pop 
culture (Breaking Bad fans will 
burst into laughter when they hear 
bandits scream, “I am the one who 
knocks” as a battle cry) and other 
video games make Borderlands 2 
even more memorable.

The meat and potatoes of Border-
lands 2 is much simpler however: 
guns, guns and more guns. Battles 
with Hyperion mechs and alien 
monsters yield loot drops of better 
weapons, shields and equipment. 

Playing with groups of friends 
makes the game significantly hard-
er but increases the odds of finding 
better gear.

This system taps into players’ 
natural hoarding instincts, creat-
ing a game that can consume hours 
upon hours and still feel fresh. The 
chance to find that perfect new 
shotgun makes playing another 
hour almost irresistible. 

The accessibility of co-op, 
smooth controls and tactile weapon 

animations, makes shooting and 
looting with friends seamless and 
satisfying. Players can drop in and 
out of cooperative play on the fly 
without being interrupted by load-
ing screens or menus. 

The game also automatically scales 
the difficulty of enemies and com-
bat when new players enter and exit 
games. Shared experience and money 
keeps players working cooperatively 
rather than competitively in combat.

The only notable problem with 
the game is the difficulty of playing 
with friends who are far above or be-
low the player’s level. 

For instance, in my experience 
with the game, I played with a friend 
who was 20 levels above me. This 
meant that he received little to no 
experience from killing enemies in 
my game and I had an incredibly dif-
ficult time in combat when he wasn’t 
actively fighting with me. 

While it’s unlikely that there is a 
possible solution to this problem, 
players should coordinate with friends 
before starting their characters in order 
to be close to each other in level.

It also takes significantly longer 
to level up when playing alone than 
when playing with friends. How-
ever, in order to enjoy the story, I 
found the game was best played 
alone without the distraction of an-
other player. 

This is a problem that is eas-
ily remedied, however. I happen 
to play with very funny, but loud-
mouthed, friends. Tell your friends 
to shut up and the game can be en-
joyed in company.

Borderlands 2 is a significant im-
provement on its predecessor and an 
incredible opener to the fall game 
season. Players will be hard-pressed 
to find a better cooperative experi-
ence this year.

The up-and-coming hip-hop artist Gatsby re-
leased his album The Vendetta. Gatsby has taken the 
Los Angeles music scene by storm and performed 
at the Becker Amphitheater on Wednesday.

The hip-hop sensation took the stage name Gatsby 
from the main character of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The 
Great Gatsby. The artist connected with the basic hu-
man need to climb the social ladder in America.

Gatsby said the main character of the novel is a 
social climber in his journey of acceptance and his 
struggles are representative of our own struggles.

“I have a fondness over Gatsby because I think 
his character represents our struggles in trying to 
climb up the ladder in society,” said Gatsby. 

The independent artist performed at the Sugar 
Spun Carnival Oct. 13 and is forming a partner-
ship with Vatican Clothing.

His prominent list of influences include Drake, 
Lupe Fiasco and, most of all, Pharrell Williams. 

As opposed to hip-hop with darker tones and 
diminished chords, Gatsby said these artists have 
a more soulful style with brighter sounding chords 
and an overall higher spirit. 

Along with touching on meaningful messages 
and points, Gatsby admires these artists for their 
witty play on words and double meanings. It’s a 
form of poetry in its own way. 

Given the chance to work with any artist in the 
business, Gatsby would collaborate with Pharrell. 
His singing style, natural talent and how he forms 
his beats together in the mixing process is what 
makes Pharrell unique.

 Gatsby worked closely with his brother to work 
on the original mixing of songs in The Vendetta. 
“Tonight,” “You My Favorite,” “Low Low Low,” 
“LMSYGI” and “Crazy Again” are all products of 
their focused collaborative work. 

Gatsby featured other artists in the album in-
cluding Saint Anthony, Poetic Sky, Vatican Na-
ters, and Llaves De La Calle. 

A strong advocate of collaboration and unity, 
Gatsby was part of the End of Summer Festival 
in San Bernardino. Made possible by a group of 
ambitious and close friends, this festival hosted 
headlining artist Akir.

Gatsby will continue to work on his music and 
plans to have another album out by next winter.

Most artists used to think they could get on 
a label and their career would be set after that, 
Gatsby said. But as of the last five years, that is 
oftentimes not the case.

“Nowadays, with the way things are with the 
labels and whatnot, really it is all about a lot of 

artists coming up through the grassroots move-
ment,” Gatsby said. 

Gatsby is in the process of climbing the music 
industry ladder. He said musicians cannot get to 
where they want to be unless the fans back them 
up. Even musicians with connections have mate-
rial that flops.

“We’re just regular people that need the sup-
port of the people,” Gatsby said. “We’re not rich 
or powerful and I appreciate all of the fans and 
their support.” 

Gatsby’s music can be found on his Face-
book page and at ListenToGatsby.com.
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Richard Schmieg, 23, graduated with a B.A. in comparative religion 
in May 2011 and released his debut EP, No Ordinary Life, in September.

Courtesy of Richard Schmieg

Alumnus turned musician

Richard Schmieg, a State Fuller-
ton alumnus, is an acoustic indie/
alternative singer and songwriter 
who released his debut EP, No Or-
dinary Life. 

If you are a fan of The Rocket Sum-
mer, Death Cab for Cutie, Sigur Rós 
or Copeland, Schmieg has the sound 
for you offering sweet chords and 
hopeful lyrics. 

No Ordinary Life is Schmieg’s 
personal introduction to the world 
and he has plenty in store for listen-
ers in the future. 

The 23-year-old has been in love 
with music since his youth, writing 
his first song when he was 15. His 
first EP release was in 2010 with his 
alternative pop rock band, Goodbye 
Luna, titled Love So Deep. 

He graduated from CSUF in May 
2011 with a B.A. in comparative reli-
gion and a minor in Christian studies. 
Schmieg then moved to Los Angeles. 

His musical influences include 
Thrice, The Rocket Summer and 
Relient K. 

“They write songs with real mean-
ing that speaks to me,” said Schmieg. 

Schmieg wrote his most beloved 
song, “Passerby,” on a train ride to 
San Luis Obispo. 

“‘Passerby’ was a vow to myself 
and a message to others out there 
that you were made to pursue your 
passions,” Schmieg said.

He admits to taking every oppor-
tunity to do what he is most passion-
ate about and what he believes he was 
meant to do. 

“Passerby” was a song so meaning-
ful to Schmieg that it was soon fol-
lowed by the release of No Ordinary 
Life on Sept. 4.

Although Schmieg’s experience and 
love for religion plays an important 
role in his songwriting, he enjoys writ-
ing music that is accessible and relat-
able to everyone. 

Out of his three-track EP, “Passer-
by” is his favorite song because of the 

impact the song has in life. Inspiring 
him to chase his deepest aspirations of 
being a singer/songwriter. 

Schmieg said it’s a song about using 
one’s gifts to the fullest and not letting 
them go to waste. Having one try to 
make a difference and making a prom-
ise to make sure life won’t pass you by. 

This is a message that is universal to 
all of the dreamers in the world. 

“Running Wild” was another favor-
ite of Schmieg’s because of the catchy 
guitar riff during the high energy of 
the trumpet and saxophone, which 
added to the spirit of the song. 

“I really had fun with the song 
once I came up with this guitar riff 
and I really wanted to put some lyrics 
to it,” Schmieg said.

 Schmieg is taking time to play week-
end shows in different areas through-
out Southern California to make his 
first impressions as a performer, intro-
ducing himself to the world. 

If given the chance, Schmieg men-
tioned that one day he would love to 
open for Bryce Avary and perhaps per-
form at the South by Southwest Music 
Festival in Austin, Texas.

Still, as a solo artist, Schmieg wants 
to put his focus and energy in his 
greatest passion, songwriting. 

As of now, he is working on 
pitching a written song for Rome. 
Schmieg plans to continue his work 
as a writer with the hope of releasing 
more music for his listeners with a 
full-length album. 

He also plans on working with his 
band, Goodbye Luna, to finish record-
ing and releasing another song.

Schmieg is also working on a proj-
ect to get fans to record themselves 
singing along to the song “Running 
Wild” to create a special fan-made 
video of the song. 

Schmieg leaves readers with this fi-
nal message: 

“There’s a lot of ways to get to 
where you want to go; you just have 
to choose a way. Believe you’ve got 
something to offer, and don’t let this 
opportunity pass you by. Remember, 
it’s not an ordinary life,” he said.

DEANNA TROMBLEY
For the Daily Titan

Gatsby brings it to the Becker

Gatsby worked with his brother on the original 
mixing of the songs in his most recent album.

Courtesy of Gatsby

The independent hip-hop artist debuted 
his album, The Vendetta, featuring Saint 
Anthony, Poetic Sky and Vatican Naters

DEANNA TROMBLEY
For the Daily Titan

GAME: Borderlands 2 levels up 

ANDERS HOWMANN
Daily Titan

“I am the one who knocks,” bandits scream. (Courtesy of MCT)

BORDERLANDS 2
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Aries (Mar. 21-April 19) Check the big pic-
ture for the next few days, and take a leap into the 
next adventure. You don’t want to regret not hav-
ing followed your heart. Resist the urge to splurge.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Too many circumstanc-
es threaten to get in the way, but you find inspira-
tion and rise to the occasion. Balance idealism with 
realism. Costs may end up higher than expected.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Play well with others, com-
promise, and win on many levels. Previous plans come 
to fruition. Intuition illuminates career matters. Check 
and double-check the data. Accept an unusual request.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Focus on work to 
tie up loose ends. Your energy may be scat-
tered, so direct it toward priorities. Plan an outing.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Romance, games and relaxation take 
priority. But continue to build your reserves and remain flex-
ible. You have what you need. Dreams reveal a major change.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You’re entering a two-day 
domestic phase. Put a plan on paper to save time. 
You’re getting impatient to start. Don’t try it alone. A 
friend can put you in touch with the perfect partner.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Manage all that’s pos-
sible, and then some, with some help from innova-
tions. There’s no time to complain, and it wouldn’t 
do you any good anyway. Adapt with grace.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Scratch out the 
things you can’t afford, or that you’re never going 
to complete. Romance is a definite possibili-
ty ... full speed ahead. Go for what you want most.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) You get a head start, thanks 
to your focus and determination. Use your power for good. 
Give up something you don’t need and surge forward.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You’re under pres-
sure with deadlines for the next few days. Big 
spending is not the correct answer. Let part-
ners do the heavy lifting. Stay rested, and it flows.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) What you’ve learned 
comes in very handy during the temporary con-
fusion. Listen carefully to one who doesn’t say 
much. Friends really help over the next few days.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Expect more from oth-
ers and yourself. It’s not time to be slacking off ... 
every moment counts. Change the itinerary 
as needed. Do the job you’ve been thinking about.

“The Color Specialists”

Special Offer 
Color, Haircut, and Style

$60.00
Visit me on my Facebook

Febe Hairstylist
For appointment please 
call @ (714) 606-5547

college 
life. 
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new student
apartments opening 

summer 2013

universityhouse.com
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Volleyball 
faces UCSB 
and Cal Poly

Women’s soccer to 
face coastal foes

The Cal State Fullerton women’s 
soccer team, currently on a four-
game win streak, looks to keep 
their recent winnings going as they 
host UC Santa Barbara and Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo this week-
end.

Fullerton, 4-1 in conference, will 
host UCSB Friday night at 7 p.m. 
The Gauchos are having a tough 
year, coming to Titan Stadium with 
a 1-4 record in conference.

The Titans will then welcome 
the Cal Poly SLO Mustangs on 
Sunday afternoon. Cal Poly SLO 
heads into this weekend as the 
number one team in the Big West 
with a 5-0-1 record. The Mus-
tangs tied on the road against Cal 
State Northridge Friday.

With CSUF currently sitting 
in fourth place, this weekend is 
significant for the Titans’ playoff 
hopes as only the top four teams 
from the Big West will compete 
in the conference championship, 
which will be played at UC Irvine.

The Titan defense will have to 
continue their dominating play 
for them to continue to make a 
strong playoff push. Fullerton has 
six shutouts this season, and 12 
out of its 14 games have been de-
cided by just a single goal.

Reigning conference player of 
the week Lindsey Maricic has been 
solid for the Titans in net. With 
her three straight shutouts, Mar-
icic has not allowed a goal in her 
last 358:37 minutes of game ac-
tion. The last goal Maricic gave up 
was when the Titans upset Long 
Beach State on Sept. 30. 

“Defense wins championships, 
and that is our goal for this season. 

We are encouraged by the limited 
amount of opportunities we have 
allowed,” said Head Coach Demi-
an Brown.

While Maricic looks to stay on 
fire for the defense, the Titan of-
fense will have to find ways to score  
clutch goals if they look to beat Cal 
Poly SLO and UCSB.  Sisters Erica 
and JeAnne Mazeau will look to to 
score more timely goals. 

On the last road trip, both sis-
ters came up clutch in helping 
Fullerton pull off two straight 
overtime victories over Cal State 
Northridge and the University of 
Hawaii. JeAnne scored the win-
ning goal on a pass from Erica to 
push Fullerton past Northridge.  
Just two days later, Erica found the 
back of the net in the second over-
time to lift the Titans past Hawaii.

Should the Titans win both 
matches this weekend, they will 
automatically move up in Big 
West standings, as rivals Long 
Beach State and UC Irvine will 
play each other Saturday.  CSULB 
and UCI currently sit as the sec-
ond and third seeds respectively. 
UCI handed CSUF its only loss in 
conference play.

While winning these weekend 
matches would put the Titans in 
a good position to make the Big 
West Tournament, they have not 
made it to the tournament since 
2007. That year, they finished 
first in conference play and won 
the tournament before falling to 
UCLA in the first round of the 
NCAA playoffs.

The game Sunday against Cal 
Poly SLO will be senior day for 
Cal State Fullerton, as the Titans 
will end conference play next 
weekend when they travel to UC 
Davis and the University of the 
Pacific. 

For more information on the 
women’s soccer team, visit Fuller-
tonTitans.com.

The Cal State Fullerton women’s volleyball 
team (10-10 overall) looks to continue its four-
game winning streak in two away games against 
UC Santa Barbara and Cal Poly San Luis Obis-
po. The Titans hope for two wins on the road 
to improve their chances of making the play-
offs, which begin late November. The Titans 
have played excellently in Big West Conference 
play and now hold a 4-3 conference record.

In Big West standings, CSUF is in a three-
way tie with UCSB and the University of the 
Pacific for third place. These next two matches 
will be instrumental for the Titans in establish-
ing themselves as a top team in the conference.

The Titans are coming off a huge perfor-
mance in their four-set victory over rival Long 
Beach State. The win Saturday was also historic 
since CSUF had not beaten Long Beach State 
in women’s volleyball since 1982.

CSUF travels to UCSB to take on the 
Gauchos Friday. This will be a pretty evenly 
matched contest. 

UCSB is 4-3 in conference play and 11-11 
overall. UCSB defeated CSUF, 3-1, in its most 
recent match last October.

Senior outside hitter Kayla Neto leads the 
team in kills with 316. She also has 4.05 kills 
per set and is hitting at a rate of .184. She 
played excellently in CSUF’s last two wins 
against UC Irvine and Long Beach State.  She 
led the team in kills (17) and digs (22), record-
ing a double-double in the win against Long 
Beach State. She also led the team in kills with 
27, tying her career-high in the comeback win 
against UCI.  For her recent successes, Neto 
was named the Big West Women’s Volleyball 
Player of the Week.  It is the second time this 
year that Neto has received this honor, the first 
time being Oct 1.

UCSB has a two-game winning streak by 

way of having recently defeated UC Davis and 
Pacific. The Gauchos’ outside hitter Leah Sully 
leads the team in kills with 335 and total at-
tacks with 1,093 on the offensive side of the 
ball.  Defensively for the Gauchos, middle 
blocker Britton Taylor leads the team in hit-
ting percentage with .251 and solo blocks with 
six.  Katey Thompson, who plays both outside 
hitter and middle blocker, leads the team in 
service aces with 23.

CSUF will take on the Cal Poly SLO Mus-
tangs Saturday in their final game of the road 
trip.  The Mustangs look to end a 17-game los-
ing streak. The Mustangs are 1-18 overall and 

0-7 in conference play.  In their last matchup, 
the Mustangs defeated CSUF 3-0 last October.

Junior outside hitter Holly Franks leads the 
Mustangs in kills with 59 and kills per set with 
2.57.  Senior outside hitter Molly Pon leads the 
team in total attacks with 206 and hitting per-
centage with .180. Megan McConnell leads the 
team in digs with 61, solo blocks with 3, total 
blocks with 15, and 9 service aces.

The Titans play UCSB Friday at UCSB’s 
Thunderdome at 7 p.m.  They will then play Cal 
Poly SLO at Mott Gym Saturday at 7 p.m.

For more information on the volleyball 
team, visit FullertonTitans.com.

The Titans look to extend a four game 
winning streak by taking down Big 
West rivals Gauchos and Mustangs

GABY MARTINEZ
Daily Titan

Senior outside hitter Kayla Neto attempts a spike against UC Irvine Oct. 11. Neto matched 
her career high of 27 kills en route to a seventh straight match with a double-double in the win.
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Titans look to increase their 
conference winning streak 
against UCSB and Cal Poly
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