
The Affordable Care Act, now 
commonly known as “Obamacare,” 
will be put into full effect in 2014.

For the students at Cal State Ful-
lerton, this will have little effect on 
the services offered in the Student 
Health and Counseling Center 
(SHCC), but method of payment is 
another story. 

Anthem Blue Cross, the current 
health insurance provider to Cal 
State students, has announced that 
they will be withdrawing services 
from the California State Univer-
sity in 2014 as a result of the uni-
versal health care mandated by the 
Affordable Care Act, according to 
Kathy Spofford, associate director 
of the SHCC.

She speculated that when health-
care is government-mandated, stu-
dents will find more health insur-
ance policies available to them that 
“will be cheaper and cover more.”

As a result, the SHCC could pos-
sibly lose programs such as Family 
PACT (Planning, Access, Care and 
Treatment), a Medi-Cal-funded 
program founded specifically for 
pregnancy prevention and promot-
ing reproductive health for those 
who could either not afford these 
services before or wish to remain 
confidential.

Mary Becerra, director of health 
education and promotion, said 
CSUF currently gets reimbursed 
from the state for services provid-
ed under Family PACT, but that 
could change.

“The scope of that program 
could change because the federal 
government is now mandating cer-
tain changes nationwide and repro-
ductive health care in another one 

of those areas that could change,” 
she said.

Becerra also said that although 
Family PACT may cease to exist, 
the services offered in the SHCC 
will not change; what will change is 
“how we provide it.” 

The on-campus clinic has oper-
ated in the past for years without 
Family PACT and its services are not 
dependent on how the state legisla-
ture decides to interpret the Afford-
able Care Act. 

However, if the program is dis-
continued on the CSU campuses, 
Becerra predicted there will still be 
“a minimal cost to the students.” 

Students like Andrea Diaz, a ki-
nesiology major and Family PACT 
member, encourage her peers to take 
advantage of on-campus health care.

“You pay for it in your tuition and 
since it’s paid for you might as well 
use it,” she said.

Under the Affordable Care Act, 
Spofford said, “You are not man-
dated to have this insurance if: your 
income is below the federal tax fil-
ing threshold ($9,500 per year), 
you are undocumented or the cost 
(of insurance) exceeds 8 percent of 
your income.”

“A lot of our students are going to 
fall into this category,” she said.
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The Cal State Fullerton women’s soccer team 
will play in the semifinal match of the Big West 
playoff tournament Thursday. CSUF earned the 
number one seed in the tournament posting a 7-2-
0 Big West conference record accumulating a total 
of 21 points. It was CSUF’s sixth Big West Confer-
ence regular season title.

The Titans will play the number four seed UC 
Irvine Anteaters tonight at 7:30 p.m. at Anteater 
Stadium.  

UCI is hosting the tournament. Both semifinal 
games and the championship game will be played 
at Anteater Stadium. As a result, the CSUF versus 
UCI game is essential a home game for UCI. 

The Big West Championship game will take 
place Sunday at 1 p.m.  It will also be broadcast 
on FOX Sports PrimeTicket. The semifinal win-
ners will play in this game. CSUF has won the Big 
West Conference Tournament three times in three 
consecutive years from 2005 to 2007. 

The winner of the championship game earns a 
spot in the NCAA women’s soccer tournament.  
Hopefully, the Titans will be in that contest, but 
first they must defeat UCI. 

The Titans and Anteaters match is the second 

game of the night. In the first game, No. 2 and No. 
3 ranked Cal State Northridge and Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo play at 5 p.m. 

The Titans are coming off a three game winning 
streak and definitely have the momentum on their 
side as they face the Anteaters. It is their second 
three-game winning streak of the season.  Mean-
while, the Anteaters finished the season with two 
scoreless draws against CSUN and the University 
of Hawaii. 

In their last meeting on Sept. 24, UCI defeated 
CSUF by a score of 3-1. As of late, the Anteaters 
have had the Titans number. UCI is 3-0-1 against 
CSUF in their last four meetings.  Five of their last 

seven meetings have been decided by one goal. This 
contest is definitely shaping up to be a close one. 

Both UCI and CSUF have some stellar scor-
ing stars.  

UCI’s Rachel Wood, the University of North 
Carolina transfer and red shirt senior, is tied for 
the team in goals with sophomore forward Laura 
McGrail with five goals.  Wood also has 11 assists. 

For the Titans, senior forward Stacey Fox leads 
the team with seven goals and two assists for a total 
of 16 points.  More importantly though, Fox scores 
when it counts; she has three game-winning goals.  

Senior midfielder Brisa Gonzales controls the ball in a game against Texas Tech on Sept. 16. 
Gonzales has played in a team-high 18 games and tallied one goal and two assists this season.

ALEX CALISH / For the Daily Titan

Titans on 
quest for 
Big West

STATE | Health care

Anthem Blue Cross, CSU’s 
insurance provider, will 
withdraw services in 2014

CALE KAVANAUGH
For the Daily Titan

Obamacare overhaul 
will affect student 
health care coverage
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With just five days to go until election, poll 
aggregates are showing Mitt Romney slightly 
ahead in the presidential race, while sev-
eral hot-topic propositions in California are 
locked in tight battles are well.

Real Clear Politics, which averages dozens of 
nationwide polls, is showing Romney up by 0.2 
points as of Wednesday afternoon. Huffington 
Post, which is tracking 560 polls nationwide, is 
showing Romney up by 0.6 points.

Proposition 30, the widely-debated ini-

tiative that could potentially raise taxes and 
student tuition statewide depending on the 
outcome, is too close to call at this point, ac-
cording to AroundTheCapitol.com, which 
averaged out five different polls, found 49 
percent of those polled will vote yes, with 
41.5 percent voting no and 8.6 percent being 
undecided on the issue.

Proposition 38, the competing initiative 
to Proposition 30, shows that 51 percent of 
those polled will vote no, 38.8 percent voting 
yes and 11 percent undecided.

Proposition 32, if passed, would prohibit 
the payroll deductions unions and corpora-
tions use for political contributions. Polls 
shows that 42.2 percent will vote yes and 45.8 
percent will vote no.

Although these statistics may seem useless, 

Matthew Jarvis, Ph.D., associate professor of 
political science at Cal State Fullerton, said he 
believes them to be valuable.

“The way a poll works is you call a 1,000-
ish people usually at random, and that ran-
dom sample of people should on average look 
decently like the population,” said Jarvis. “It 
wouldn’t be identical, but it’s close enough. 
You should within about three points on a 
typical question on American politics.

“There is a 3-percent margin of sampling 
error. Any given poll should be within that 
3-percent range,” he added.

Due to the random nature of polls, several 
things factor in that could throw off the re-
sults of any particular one.
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Because polls are usually conducted by surveying random populations, several factors could throw off their results. These 
factors include people who take surveys but are unsure of their final decisions.

Polls can be misleading
CSUF political science professors 
agree random-sample polls are 
valuable, but only to a point

ERIC FARRELL
Daily Titan
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A $1 million endowment cam-
paign for Cal State Fullerton’s Mi-
haylo College of Business and Eco-
nomics annual forecast and analysis 
was announced Oct. 25.

Anil Puri, Ph.D., dean of the 
Mihaylo College of Business and 
Economics and director of the uni-
versity’s Institute for Economic and 
Environmental Studies, announced 
its launch at the 18th annual Eco-
nomic Forecast Conference that 
took center stage at the Hyatt Re-
gency in Irvine. The conference had 
its second largest turnout with 860 
in attendance.

CSUF has held the annual fore-
cast since 1992 and hosted the con-
ferences since 1994. 

Funding for the forecasting 
analysis is consumed by the busi-
ness and economic college as well as 
other sponsors and partners. 

U.S. Bank serves as a title spon-
sor and partner. The conferences 
are also made in collaboration with 
the the Orange County Business 
Council. Other sponsors include 
Edison, Chevron and other large 
and local businesses. 

The campaign raising money for 
sustainability “is something very, 
very important to the community 
and it puts CSUF on the map. 
When you have 860 business lead-
ers coming to hear what the CSUF 
economics department has to say, it 
demonstrates the impact we have,” 
said Carol Spencer, senior director 
of development for the Mihaylo 
College of Business and Economics.

The endowment campaign also 
gained a jumpstart with a contri-
bution of $500,000 on behalf of 
CSUF supporters James and Jea-
nette Woods.  

Woods pledged the first $500,000 
as matching, which means the col-
lege will have to raise the other 
half to actually receive the money 
pledged.  The college will have two 
years to match the Woods pledge, 
which will help fund future research.

“The cost of this thing is assumed 
by the college right now… this $1 
million dollar endowment… will 
seed the operation,” Spencer said.

This campaign will be used to 
expand and maintain existing pro-
grams. 

Apart from hosting an event 
like the Annual Economic Forecast 
that just passed, the college also 
holds an Annual O.C. Mid-Year 
Economic Forecast. 

CAMPUS | EndowmentCAMPUS | Soccer

Alumnus pledges 
money to Mihaylo
Former Titan promises 
$500,000 if enough can 
be raised to match it

IRMA WONG
Daily Titan
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Women’s soccer travels to UC Irvine 
hoping for a win to advance to the 
championship game on Sunday

GABY MARTINEZ
Daily Titan

OBAMACARE

70 percent of students 
currently have some form of 
health insurance

40 percent of CSUF students 
use Student Health and 
Counseling Center services



• Gary, who achieved a budget surplus of over    
   $1 billion for his state.

• Gary, who has the proven strength of character 
   to hold to good principles of human respect and    
   voluntary relationships with the desire to advance 
   each citizen’s happiness, harmony and prosperity 
   through equal opportunity.

VOTE FOR GOVERNOR GARY JOHNSON FOR PRESIDENT 
AND JUDGE JIM GRAY FOR VICE PRESIDENT

Paid for by the Freedom and Liberty PAC.  Not authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee. FreedomAndLibertyPAC.com

• Gary, who believes it is your choice to decide:              
   • how you spend your earnings and 
      manage your property;
   • where you send your children to school;
   • what doctor, hospital and medical care is best for you;
   • what you consume in your body;
   • who you associate with;
   • the sanctity of your person and your communications.

• Gary, as the underdog, was elected and 
re-elected, serving two terms as governor 
of New Mexico.

• Gary, who created and operated a successful 
   home building company.

• Gary, who, beating special interests, vetoed 
more bills than all other governors combined.

• Gary, who actually cut government spending.

Libertarian 
Presidential 
Candidate 
Gary Johnson

YOUR ONLY REAL CHOICE IS LIBERTARIAN.
Before you step into the voting booth take a moment to learn about Libertarian Presidential candidate Gary Johnson 
and Vice Presidential candidate Jim Gray. Compare their principles with yours and vote your conscience. 
Are you libertarian? Take a two minute test and find out today! www.theadvocates.org/quiz

LET THE REPUBLOCRAT’S NUMBERS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES:LET THE REPUBLOCRAT’S NUMBERS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES:

Predicted Unemployment
Without Recovery Plan

Predicted Unemployment
With Recovery Plan

Actual Unemployment
With Recovery Plan

• Republocrats either don’t know how the economy works, or they lie 
to us.  Their promises behind their “stimulus” plans were simply wrong. 

Are we better off today?
  

• Republocrats will continue the wasteful spending of your money for
“stimulus” plans and bailouts to transfer more of your money to their 

crony insiders and special interests, which create phantom jobs but no 
value-creating, sustainable jobs.

 

 • It is immoral to force our children and grandchildren to pay for all of this 
deficit spending.  Republocrats will continue to wage wars around the 

globe with our money and the lives of our young people.  Bombing people 
into democracy will not work—it simply lowers our standing in the world 

and throws us deeper in debt. If democracy is not in the hearts and minds 
of people, it is not to be.

 

 • Republocrats will continue to invade your person with dictates as to 
what you will eat, who you will associate with, where your children will go 
to school, what doctor you can see and when, and every other decree they 

make.  Do they really know what is best for you and your family?  If we 
don’t do what our elite Republocrats demand, they’ll throw us in jail.

 

American Enterprise Institute

Yes, you know the Republocrats 
Who continue to offer you nothing but the poor choice of which 
royal family will increasingly rule your life's choices.
Does it really make sense to keep voting for "the lesser of two evils"?
The hoped-for change with "the lesser of two evils" has never 
gotten us ahead…

MittR-BO FOR 
PRESIDENT?
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Scott Spitzer, Ph.D., associ-
ate professor of political science, 
explained how the sampling of a 
population can be unreliable.

“There are groups in the popu-
lation that are sometimes under-
sampled; in other words we don’t 
get enough of them in the polls to 
accurately say with some statisti-
cal certainty what they’re feeling, 
so that can throw off a poll also,” 
said Spitzer.

Jarvis explained how to com-
pensate for this—by polling com-
panies weighing their statistics.

“They say, ‘I talked to more 
white people than I should’ve, 
or fewer Latino people than I 
should’ve. So I’m going to count 
Latinos as if they look like the 
population percentage.’ They 
rely heavily on the census which 
gives them a really good estimate 
of what the race, age, gender and 
education breakdowns of a popu-
lation are and skew the sample in 
that direction,” he said.

Thus, the science behind the 
sampling and polling methods are 
completely up to the companies 

doing the survey, though both Jar-
vis and Spitzer agreed on the ac-
curacy of these polls.

Jarvis, who kept statistics of polls 
taken by The Field Poll from 1996 
to 2010, pointed out several trends 
among polls that account for the 
accuracy of polling in general.

“Generally speaking, if a propo-
sition was down, it didn’t pass. 
Three of the 40 that were down 
passed, but the other 37 failed,” 
Jarvis said. “Just about everything 
that had more than a four point 
lead passed. Only two of the 47 
propositions that were up by more 
than 4 points in the polls failed. 
One of them was up by 10 points 
and failed, and the other was up 
by 22 points and failed.”

According to Jarvis’ statistics, in 
the last 15 years, the most a propo-
sition has come from behind (as 
reflected in the polls) to end up 
winning was from 17 points down. 
Jarvis said this was one of the times 
where polls were simply off.

“I think the Field Poll was off, 
but the likely voter model was off 
too,” he said. “One out of every 20 
polls will be wrong. The sampling 
is just off—randomness happens.”

Kayla Coriaty, the chief govern-
mental officer for Associated Stu-
dents Inc., noted polls on Proposi-
tion 30 can be off.

“You don’t know who they’re 
polling, you don’t know what the 
populations are being polled, and 
although a lot of them are random 
it could be the luck of the draw. 
For example, the polls on Proposi-
tion 30, a lot of students might not 
be getting polled,” said Coriaty.

While new polls on the presi-
dential candidates are regularly 
released, and will be up until elec-
tion day, the polls for the propo-
sitions are less numerous and less 
frequent. Spitzer said this, com-
bined with voters unfamiliar with 
the propositions, makes the polls 
on propositions leading up to elec-
tion day slightly more subject to 
scrutiny.

“A lot of the most intense cam-
paigning for propositions is start-
ing now. This weekend is going to 
be a big deal,” Spitzer said. “Par-
ticularly with propositions, where 
people have not fully tuned in, 
people are going to start making 
up their minds and be more influ-
enced by campaigning.”

This is no fault of the polls, 
however.

“A lot of these polls can be 
wrong because you actually 
changed your mind—it’s not the 
fault of the polls. People are not 
going to really change their mind 
on the presidential race last min-
ute. The propositions on the other 
hand are really uncertain,” Jarvis 
said.

Polls can have positive and neg-
ative effects on viewers, depending 
on the numbers.

“I think it can be a motivating 
factor in making sure I get out and 
vote on the issues that I’m pas-
sionate about if they’re not doing 
as well in the polls,” Coriaty said. 
“I think there are a lot of people 
who say how something is polling 
90 percent and wonder how their 
vote is not going to matter.”

To those voters, Spitzer said: 
“Vote based on your own con-
science. Don’t vote based on what 
you think everyone else is going to 
do; vote based on what you think 
is the best decision you would like 
to see. I think it’s really important 
that people not look at the polls 
and get discouraged.”

POLLS: Research often predicts outcome
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A quarterly O.C. Business Ex-
pectations Survey that reviews 
more than 700 businesses in the 
area, along with a quarterly South-
ern California leading economic 
indicator that analyzes changes in 
the economy in Southern Califor-
nia, is also done.

These four focuses have helped 
build up CSUF’s clout and prestige. 

The College of Business and Eco-
nomics has been ranked one of the 
best in the nation by U.S. News and 
World Report and has also produced 
very successful alumni.

In fact, James Wood, chairman 
emeritus and former CEO of Bak-
er Hughes Inc., an oilfield service 
company, is a Titan. 

The U.S. Bancorp president, 
CEO and chairman Richard Davis 
is also an alumnus. 

In the future, funds from the 
endowment might allow for the 
college to develop new initiatives 
for present and prospective busi-
ness leaders to create successful 

economic strategies for Orange 
County and beyond.

Currently, the College of Busi-
ness and Economics has more than 
8,000 students out of a campus 
population well above 37,000. 

The prestige and recognition for 
its education and research analy-
sis, like economic forecasting, are 
a reason students and business 
leaders turn to CSUF. 

“It is apparent that CSUF’s 
business school is producing suc-
cessful business men and women. 
I’m proud that our school is lead-
ing and providing an example to 
our current students to where they 
could potentially be in the future,” 
said Irvin Morales, an internation-
al business major. 

CSUF and the College of Busi-
ness and Economics are committed 
to preparing leaders of the future 
and support  businesses surrounding 
the campus, Spencer said. 

“We say ready to work ready to 
lead… that’s why people are com-
ing to this thing they look at us as 
leaders, as knowing,” he said.

According to SHCC surveys, an 
estimated 70 percent of students 
currently have some form of health 
insurance (including Anthem Blue 
Cross) and just below 40 percent 
of the campus uses the services in 
the SHCC. Of the 40 percent, it is 
estimated that 50 percent of those 
students have their own insurance.

Uninsured students use the 
SHCC for basic health and are 
able to gain access to insurance 
through qualifying through pro-
grams such as Family PACT. The 
students who are already insured, 
most often on their parents’ plan, 
continue to see their normal fam-
ily physician, Spofford said.

One of the changes benefiting 
students in this position, under 
the Affordable Care Act, is that 
individuals can stay on their par-
ents’ insurance plans until they 
reach age 26, whether or not they 
are enrolled in school.

Another thing the SHCC offers 
to students who are under their 
parents’ insurance plan is patient 
confidentiality.

“You are treated as a full-on 
adult here and nobody gets your 
records without you saying they 
can get them,” Spofford said.

Many of the exact ramifications 
of Obamacare on the SHCC are 
remain to be determined.

A committee of directors of the 
23 student health centers across 
the CSU will be meeting in early 
December to continue to discuss 
the direction that the CSU schools 
will go with the ever evolving puz-
zle of student health insurance.

David Hood contributed to this 
report.

HEALTH: Adjustments
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A Fullerton police officer suffered 
a minor gunshot wound, but was ex-
pected to be fine, after accidentally 
shooting himself in the leg while train-
ing at the department’s shooting range 
Tuesday, officials said.

The accident took place about 
5:30 p.m. in the shooting range in 
the basement of the Fullerton Police 
Department, Fullerton police Sgt. Jeff 
Stuart said.

“He was undergoing monthly 
qualification training, which all of 
our officers do,” said Stuart. “There 
was an accidental discharge of a fire-
arm. He received a minor wound to 
his right leg.”

The injured officers was taken to a 
hospital, where he received treatment 
and was released the later in the day, 
Stuart said.

The involved weapon was a hand-
gun, he said, however it was not im-

mediately clear whether it was his duty 
pistol or another weapon.

Only a rangemaster accompanied 
the officer at the range when the acci-
dent took place, Stuart said.

How exactly the weapon fired unin-
tentionally remained the subject of an 
internal investigation.

“Unfortunately, we do use weapons 
in our line of work, and accidents do 
happen,” Stuart said.

“(But) this is the first time that I can 
recall in my 17 years that we’ve had an 
incident like this,” he added.

The injured officer was not identi-
fied, however Stuart described him as a 
department veteran of nearly 10 years 
who is in his early 30s.

The situation will be examined to 
see whether the department’s “best 
practices” were followed, and if there 
are any procedures at the shooting 
range requiring change.

“If there’s anything we can do to 
make it safer for our officers, of course, 
we’ll look into that,” Stuart said.

DTCRIME
Fullerton officer accidentally shoots self

BRIAN DAY
Daily Titan

“The scope of 
that program 
(Family PACT) 
could change 
because the 
federal govern-
ment is now 
mandating cer-
tain changes.”

MARY BECERRA
Director of Health 

Education and Promotions
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Tuesday I felt a disturbance.
It was as if thousands of voices 

suddenly cried out in terror, and 
were suddenly silenced... as they 
rushed on Twitter to voice their 
complaints and snark with text.

If you haven’t heard, Disney an-
nounced its plan to purchase Lu-
casfilm, and subsequently all of 
Lucasfilms’ intellectual properties, 
Tuesday.

I have a bad feeling about this.
Okay, okay, I’ll stop. Maybe.
The point is Disney, a mono-

lithic company that already owns 
about a sixth of all the media you 
currently ingest, has now added 
another large set of properties it’s 
already mammoth list. Now Dis-
ney owns beloved classics like Star 
Wars and Indiana Jones, as well as 
not-so-beloved classics like How-
ard the Duck and Willow.

Some might say, “So what?” 
And they would be justified in do-
ing so. Disney purchased famed 
comic and movie maker Marvel 
Entertainment in 2009 with little-
to-no negative results appearing. 
Some might even say that Marvel’s 
work since has improved, especial-
ly in their movie production, with 
films like The Avengers sweeping 
the box office.

Yet there’s still that air of uneas-
iness that comes with announce-
ment of three more Star Wars 
films. 

Great. We barely finished the 
last three, thank heavens, and now 
they want to spring another trilogy 
on us. At least the prequels had the 
decency to give us about 15 years 
to cool off before relaunching in 
all their CGI-overloaded glory.

The real problem with Disney 
is how strict they are on the use 
of their creative licenses. This is 
the company that extended copy-
right law twice so Mickey Mouse 
wouldn’t fall into the public do-
main. We might as well say good-

bye to seeing any of these fran-
chises again outside of Disney’s 
uber-controlled releases and mar-
keting. 

And should Star Wars or any-
thing else be threatened by the 
end of their copyright—if Dis-
ney hasn’t convinced Congress 
to extend it permanently by then 
that is—then those beloved series 
will be locked away in the Disney 
Vault, only to be seen again for 
special re-releases that Disney can 
profit from.

These franchises belong in a 
museum!

That said, it isn’t all doom and 
gloom; perhaps Joss Whedon can 
write and direct the next Star Wars 
film, so we can have Han, Luke, 
Leia and whatever their new CGI 
toy-selling sidekick will be ex-
changing snappy dialogue while 
fighting Stormtroopers and Sith. 
Or Darth Vader can come fight 
Thanos in The Avengers 2.

This acquisition has important 
repercussions for video games too. 
LucasArts, the games subsidiary 
of Lucasfilm, was acquired in the 
purchase too. Besides more Star 
Wars game tie-ins, LucasArts was 
responsible for some of the most 
creative adventure game franchises 
to come out of the ‘90s.

We’re talking about games such 
as Maniac Mansion: Day of the Ten-
tacle, Full Throttle, Grim Fandango 
and The Secret of Monkey Island. 
Classics in many regards, and al-
though some have been re-released 
or are playable today, it would be 
nice to see some of those updated 
or simply made more available.

Though this scenario is unlikely 
it would be nice to see some more 
creative output from LucasArts. 
Or, you know, they could make 
some more Star Wars movie tie-ins 
when the new films come out.

When it comes down to it, 
though, every thing will probably 
be fine. Disney will probably use 
the Lucasfilm licenses in the same 
way Lucas himself has: milking 
it for money while attempting to 
pander to the fanbase as much as 
possible. There’s really no cause 
for any more worry than if noth-
ing had changed.

But it still feel like someone else 
taking the reigns of some of our 
favorite franchises and starting 
new trilogies will be paired with 
consoling words attempting to 
calm us.

“She won’t get a scratch, all 
right?” says Disney.

Right. I got your promise now. 
Not a scratch.

The Orange County Great Park was an 
idea that was supposed to bring the tattered 
remains of the Marine Corps Air Station El 
Toro in Irvine to greatness. 

That was a decade ago. 
Promises were made, but with the decline 

in the economy in the past ten years, it’s 
doubtful the residents of Irvine will see the 
Great Park go any further than a few acres of 
grass and a large balloon. 

Since its inception, approximately $203 
million dollars have been put into a project 
that has yet to see a fraction of the proposed 
design. The 1,347-acre-park was intended 
to be a huge attraction, drawing in crowds 
to the city of Irvine. Only 200 acres of that 
space has been used so far for the park. In 
the last ten years, only about 15 percent of 
the space for the park has been used. 

So where are all these hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars going?

According to an article by the Los Ange-
les Times, a majority of the finances went 
into plans, designing the park and paying 
consultants. 

Only about a fifth of the $203 million 
budget has actually gone into construction. 
How can so much money go into planning 
and consulting and leave so little behind 
for the rest of the park? 

The supposed “first great metropolitan 
park of the 21st century” has fallen quite 
limp, and these continued hard times might 
not yield any foreseeable results. What was 
the intended plan for the Irvine spectacle 
ten years ago?

In the previously mentioned article, the 
Great Park was supposed to have built muse-
ums, sports fields, cultural centers, botanical 
gardens and possibly even a university by now. 

Instead, the Great Park contains a farm-
er’s market, a helium balloon, a carousel, an 
art complex and a rock. All of which do not 
sound very “metropolitan.” The OC Great 
Park was intended to rival San Diego’s Bal-
boa Park and even New York’s Central Park. 

While the aspirations and goals are admira-
ble, action and funding are the key to getting 
a project of this magnitude to move forward. 

The plans took a devastating hit as the 
state’s balloon deficit was slashed, taking away 
$1.4 billion in property tax funds. On its last 

legs, the park leases its extra space to farmers.
What stands currently in Irvine is a shad-

ow of a thought of the great idea that once 
was a decade ago. With what little devel-
oped space the park has seen, visitors do still 
frequent the space. 

But with a hot-air balloon as a main at-
traction and a few other minor novelties, 
will the money be enough to sustain such a 
vast property?

It’s unlikely that the OC Great Park will 
ever see half of what was originally pro-
posed in the next few years. Economically, 
the state is walking a thin line and the bud-
get is unlikely to find a surplus for such an 
endeavor. 

With what’s left in the Great Park’s budget, 
the complex is making a last-ditch attempt 
in adding a new variety of structures within 
30 acres of unused space. Among these plans 
are basketball courts, soccer fields, ponds, 
gardens and a permanent visitors center, ac-
cording to the LA Times article. 

Officials are saying that we may not even 
see change for generations to come. Is it 
about time the dream of a “great metropoli-
tan park” be put aside in hopes of focusing 
on something more tangible and efficient 
towards the city of Irvine; how much more 
time needs be wasted for such a project?

Whether or not we will ever see any 
progress on this Great Park, pun intended, 
is up in the air. 

Europe is currently facing the deep-
est challenge to its political system 
since the end of the Cold War and the 
economic integration of much of the 
continent. The fundamental founda-
tions of many European welfare states 
are cracking as one nation after another 
stumbles over their inability to deliver 
on generous promises made by past 
generations. Public debt threatens to 
collapse these states, hobbling their 
own economies all while surrendering 
their monetary freedom by adhering to 
the common Eurozone currency.

Debt is the driving agent of this en-
tire crisis. In order for each Eurozone 
state to finance its public debt, they 
must sell bonds on the open market 
and investors buy these bonds for a 
rate of return in the form of a fixed in-
terest yield. If investors lose faith that 
a certain nation will be able to repay 
they demand a higher interest yield as a 
hedge against the risk of default. 

For example, when Greece reached 
a certain level of governmental debt 
to gross national product, investors 
lost faith in the soundness of that 
debt, then panicked and sold their 
bonds. This flooded the market and 
dropped the price of those bonds 
while forcing the Greek government 
to pay ever-higher interest rates to 
attract debt purchasers. At a certain 
point the country in question cannot 

borrow at such prohibitive interest 
rates, and debt-reliant daily govern-
ment operations shut down. 

This country is now bankrupt, and 
has three options: default on its previ-
ous debt obligations, inflate their cur-
rency to pay off the debt, or a combi-
nation of the two. However, Eurozone 
countries surrendered control over 
their currency with the adoption of 
the Euro and are unable to inflate their 
way out of the crisis, while defaulting 
on debt would lead to their expulsion 
from the European Union (EU).  

Many Eurozone countries have 
reached this impasse over the last few 
years but were rescued by governmen-
tal bailouts by the so-called troika of 
the EU, European Central Bank and 
International Monetary Fund. These 
institutions finance bankrupt nations 
by purchasing their government bonds 
at below-market rates. Through the 
taxpayer-financed European Financial 
Stabilization Mechanism, healthy Eu-
ropean economic powerhouses such as 
Germany are transferring their citizens’ 
tax dollars to irresponsible and bank-
rupt Mediterranean nations.

These broke countries are Cyprus, 
Portugal, Italy, Ireland, Greece and 
Spain. Greek bondholders suffered a 
75 percent default loss on their bonds, 
while the government received a €240 
billion ($318 billion) bailout over the 
last two years in return for a regimen of 
so-called austerity. 

Greece’s shrinking economy, 
around the size of Maryland, is still 
nowhere on track for fiscal indepen-
dence and will likely need more bail-
outs before eventually dropping out 

of the Eurozone altogether. 
The whole time, the Eurozone is of-

ficially in recession, and many of the 
crisis’s worst affected nations are in the 
deepest slump; caught in a bleak feed-
back loop of increasing debt, shrinking 
economies, and vanishing tax revenues. 

In an act of desperation, this sum-
mer European Central Bank Chief 
Mario Draghi swore to “do whatever 
it takes” to preserve the Eurozone, in 
effect promising to fire up the printing 
presses in order to create the money 
needed to buy the sinking bonds of 
these nations. However, words will not 
quench this crisis for long. 

Thus through more taxes, monetary 
devaluation and inflation will the tight-
fisted Germans, Finns and Dutch be 
paying for the free-spending ways of 
their Mediterranean neighbors. 

The underlying fundamental rea-
son for this sovereign debt crisis is the 
long-term fiscal unsustainability of 
many welfare states which are out of 
synch with their respective national 
output and levels of production. If left 
unchecked, government obligations 
usually grow faster than the tax base’s 
ability to support them, which inevi-
tably leads to a debt crisis as creditors 
refuse to finance the debt of a sinking 
fiscal ship. Taxes are also no panacea, 
since Europe has some of the highest 
on earth, but still convulses with finan-
cial meltdown. 

Europe’s lesson for us is simple: The 
electorate must choose fiscally sound 
and monetarily sober representatives 
who use caution before embarking on 
government spending sprees.

Keep this in mind for November. 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters 

must include the sender’s first and last name. Students 
must include their majors and other writers must include 
their affiliation to the university, if applicable. Letters must 
refer to an article published within the last week. Once a 
letter is submitted it becomes property of the Daily Titan. 
Publication of letters is based on the validity of content and 
may be edited for length, grammar and spelling. Letters 
may be sent to dteditorinchief@gmail.com.

It’s All Geek 
to Me

MATT ATKINSON

Disney is just a scruffy 
looking nerf-herder

PETER PHAM
Daily Titan

The Orange County Great Park in Irvine was proposed on the site of the Air Station El Toro was approved by voters in 2002.
PETER KLEMECK / For the Daily Titan

OC Not-so-Great Park
After millions of dollars spent, what we’re left with is a small field and a balloon

The euro stops here, lessons for America
European countries’ piling 
debt stands as a lesson 
why spending isn’t infinite

DANIEL BARBEAU
For the Daily Titan

“Only about a fifth 
of the $203 million 
budget has 
actually gone into 
construction.”
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In some way or another, whether 
as a listener or a performer, music has 
the ability to drive emotion, provoke 
thought or simply provide happy back-
ground noise.

Music can be the source of profound 
life experiences for some.

Joshua Chandra, who graduated with a 
Bachelor of Music from Cal State Fuller-
ton last May, has been studying the piano 
since he was 4 or 5 years old. 

Now at 22, Chandra became the first 
CSUF student to compete in the An-
ton G. Rubinstein International Piano 
Competition in Dresden, Germany in 
late September.

As an international competition, pia-
nists from around the world audition and 
perform in this prestigious event. 

Marc Dickey, Ph.D., the music de-
partment chair, said Chandra was the 
first student that CSUF ever sent to this 
particular competition as well as the only 
American present. 

He made the cut through to the semi-
finals, with only eight other pianists. 

Chandra travelled to USC in March 
for the first auditions into the competi-
tion after encouragement from his ap-
plied piano and personal instructor Edu-
ardo Delgado. 

Chandra was invited to play for the 
German consulate in Los Angeles as a re-
sult of auditioning successfully.

For him, the experience was more about 
practicing his craft and taking the oppor-
tunity to push himself as a musician. 

Chandra spent the months after the 
audition learning and practicing the mu-
sic he would perform. 

He learned a whole Beethoven sonata 
over the summer. 

“I wanted to push myself to learn 
something new,” said Chandra.

Because of the requirements and time 
limits, competitors often master a piece and 
play it over and over at each competition. 

Chandra, however, admitted that he 
tries to avoid this practice, despite the 
possible repercussions of performing a 
piece that may not be perfected. 

“I try to not let myself fall into that 
rut,” said Chandra. “I use competitions as 
motivation to learn new music and press 
myself further.”

Piano competitions have specific 
guidelines about what pieces pianists can 
choose from to play for judges. 

Musicians must memorize and per-
form a specific repertoire under a certain 
time limit. 

Chandra said that piano competitions 
will usually last a week at most, but this 
one lasted for three weeks. 

There were two rounds before the 
semifinals and in each round 50 percent 
or more of the competitors were admitted 
to the next round. 

Only nine competitors passed into 
the semifinals. 

Originally, only eight were supposed 
to make it through, but Chandra said 
the competition was just too close. From 
then, only three finalists moved forward.

The judging is based on a number of 
different attributes of a musician’s playing. 

First and foremost is how solidly the 
piece is played

“You shouldn’t be making mistakes, 
that’s a given,” Chandra said.

However, just as important as the piece 
itself is the way the musician presents it 
with convincing stage presence, show-
manship and very clear ideas of what you 
want to do with your music.

Other important aspects of piano play-
ing are sophistication, control and cre-
ativity to do things that will make the 
piece of music your own, while still mak-
ing the piece coherent to the era in which 
it was composed. 

“You’re not going to play something of 
Bach like you would Beethoven, for ex-
ample,” explained Chandra.

Chandra’s professors recognize his deep 
understanding of music and attribute it 
to his success.

“Piano is a rich instrument with im-
mense possibilities of colors,” said Del-
gado, who has worked with Chandra 
since the musician was just 13 years old. 
“We can teach them but the student has 
to hear the nuances in their heads: Josh 
has a wonderful sensitivity to differenti-
ate good from bad sound. And he knows 
how to search for nuances.”

Alison Edwards, a music lecturer 
and Chandra’s former piano pedagogy 
professor, saw his growth as a musician 
throughout his time at CSUF.

His “poetic and introspective side 
has really grown” through the past four 
years, said Edwards, and he has become 
more of an individual about how he 
feels about things in music. 

She described him as having conviction, 
“beautiful clarity of idea and sound,” and a 
“brilliant virtuoso component.” 

“There’s a certain wonderful youthful 
energy when he’s up there playing, which 
I think contributes to his success,” Ed-
wards said. “He captures your attention 
when he plays. It takes a great deal of 
enthusiasm, joy, and energy to be a per-
forming artist, and he exudes energy.”

Delgado sees Chandra in a similar 
fashion, as a student who is eager to im-
prove and unafraid of perfecting his craft 
through stage performance.

“He is curious, asks questions and is 
not afraid of performing. He walks on 
stage as an artist,” Delgado said.

Though he may not have come home 
a finalist or overall winner, what Chandra 
accomplished through this competition 
meant a lot to those that worked with him 
and for his future in the musical sphere.

As for the Rubinstein competition in 

Germany, Chandra recognized the im-
portance of the opportunity. 

“It was a really cool experience in many 
ways. I am glad for it, but at the same time 
I am glad to be back home,” Chandra said.

His professors also see the impact this 
competition, and his successes within it, 
can have on him as a professional musician.

“I hope this experience will give him 
the push to work hard, to believe in his 
possibilities as a pianist-artist and enter in 
many other competitions. I believe Josh is 
a great talent with great potential, unique 
and different from others. Now is up to 
him to maintain the discipline and inspi-
ration to his work. It is a very competitive 
career but he has a bright future ahead,” 

Delgado said.
Chandra recalled an event that he re-

cently attended about future career paths 
in music. 

There was discussion about whether a 
person loves music so much that they need 
to be doing it all the time, or whether they 
would have no trouble pursuing something 
else as a career, Chandra said. 

Chandra said that he believes he fits in 
the latter mold.

“But I would definitely never leave 
music, ever. I love it,” he added.

Chandra continues to compose and 
practice, oftentimes at the CSUF cam-
pus. He is training for another competi-
tion that he will be attending in January. 

Titan travels overseas as 
semifinalist in competition

Joshua Chandra was the only American to participate in the Anton G. Rubinstein 
International Piano Competition in Dresden as well as the first student from CSUF.

WILLAIM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

Faculty assist CSUF graduate on pathway to success on the world stage
DOMINIQUE ROCKER

Daily Titan
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Tuesday night, I witnessed an event that was a war 
of attrition with a raucous crowd and high stakes on 
the line.

No, it wasn’t the Miami Heat and Boston Celtics 
kicking off the NBA season, it was the final table of 
the World Series of Poker.

Three men were left at the final table and those 
three men played through the night into Wednesday 
morning totalling almost 12 hours of play. Greg Mer-
son from Maryland walked away from the battle of 
wills the victor and $8.53 million richer, not bad for a 
night of playing cards.

I arrived home from the newsroom that night after 
a long production with a paper to write. Being the 
sports fanatic I am, I had to turn on ESPN for one 
round of SportsCenter before I began writing my pa-
per. However, when I turned on the network the main 
event of the World Series of Poker was on live, which 
was surprising for me as it was near 11:30 p.m. PST. 

I found myself procrastinating on the work I had to 
get done as I was entranced by the high stakes poker 
action. I kept saying to myself, “This is the last hand 
I’ll watch,” and before I knew it, it was 3 a.m. and I 
needed to get some rest. 

The first thing I did waking up was check who had 
won, only to realize that I missed the final hand by 
only half an hour.

All this poker obsession got me thinking, is poker 
legitimately a sport?

Dictionary.com defines sport as “an athletic activity 
requiring skill or physical practice and often a com-
petitive nature.” By this definition I can say that poker 

is a sport because it is an activity that requires skill 
and is very competitive. If you don’t believe it’s com-
petitive, you should see the bickering that I’ve seen 
between good friends and family over the card game. 
As for the athletic part of the definition, I think a 12-
hour workout of the mind and the strategy involved 
makes up for not being as “physically exhausting” as 
your run-of-the-mill sports.

Taking risks, elation and agony, strategy, practice 
and competition are all qualities that I find as reasons 
that I am so drawn to in sports, and poker encapsu-
lates every one of them. 

If Nascar, pool and bowling are considered sports 
then poker should definitely be considered a sport. I 
believe that a poker game is more exciting than turn-
ing left 500 times.

I think one distinction that I appreciate about pok-
er that is different from standard sports is the depen-
dence on luck that the sport has. Anyone could win 
the main event in poker as long as they have the skills 
and fortunate hands at the right time.

One of the coolest things about poker is that any-
one can participate and it’s made stars out of regu-
lar people that millions would have never heard of 
before. People like Phil Ivey, Daniel Negreanu, Chris 
Moneymaker and Doyle Brunson have all made ca-
reers of the sport they love.

Also, women compete on the same level as men; 
what other sports exist where the sexes can compete 
on the same competitive field?

I know that many will never consider poker as a sport 
but if  ESPN keep showing it, I’ll keep watching it.

Senior forward Ann Marie Tan-
gorra follows closely behind her 
with six goals and three assists.  
Tangorra has two assists in the last 
road trip.  

Freshman forward Christina 
Burkenroad, the only freshman 
in the top offensive stats, has five 
goals and two assists.

Junior goalkeeper Lindsey Mar-
icic has been stellar between the 
pipes for the Titans.  Her superb 
1.00 goals against average is third 
in the Big West Conference. The 
Alta Loma native posted five shut-
outs this season bringing her ca-
reer total to 11.  She is fifth in the 
league with a 0.772 save percent-
age.

Hopefully, CSUF’s offensive 
threats and goalkeeping phenom 
will lead the Titans to victory in 
Thursday’s game. 

For more information about 
women’s soccer, visit FullertonTi-
tans.com.  

For more information about the 
Big West Women’s Soccer tourna-
ment, visit BigWest.org.

This Just In
JUSTIN ENRIQUEZ

All-in on poker’s legitimacy as a sport

SOCCER: Quest for the Big West
Sophomore midfielder Lauren Stupin controls the ball against Texas Tech on Sept. 16. She had an assist.

ALEX CALISH / For the Daily Titan

 Senior forward Ann Marie Tangorra kicks the ball in a game against 
Creighton on Sept. 9. Tangorra scored a goal off six shots in the game.

SUE LAGARDE / Daily Titan

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WOMEN’S SOCCER BIG
WEST TOURNAMENT

THURSDAY, NOV. 1

Big West Tournament - 
Semifinals (Irvine, Calif.)

Cal Poly vs. Cal State 
Northridge @ 5:00 P.M.
Cal State Fullerton at UC 
Irvine
@ 7:30 P.M.

SUNDAY, NOV. 4

Big West Tournament - Finals 
(Irvine, Calif.)

Game 1 vs. Game 2 winner
@ 1:00 P.M.
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Aries (March 21-April 19) Your work’s impres-
sive and is building your reputation. A partner offers 
excellent support now so take a much-needed break. 
Love strikes someone at work for a lovely moment.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Be patient with a loved 
one who’s hard to understand. Continue generat-
ing income. Celebrate later with delicious treats. 
It’ll be easier to make household changes soon.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Use the emotional under-
current to feed your art. Romance is as close as your 
own backyard. An older, somewhat eccentric per-
son can help. Learning with friends grows the love.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Make a highly motivated prom-
ise. Pick up a nice gift for a loved one ... it’s a good time 
to express your feelings. Animal magnetism plays a part.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) You’re stuck on some-
one, big time. Your intuition is right on. Play the 
ace you’ve been holding. Organize accordingly, and 
stash away any surplus. Contemplate your future.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Listen carefully. Despite 
temporary confusion, there’s a happy ending. 
Consider everything, but stay practical. You can 
afford it now. Listen to your friends. Love sparks fly!

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) There’s more work coming 
in, and everything falls into place. Gather and store 
important papers. Friends help you make a connec-
tion ... the more the merrier. Upgrade home technology.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) You’re quite attrac-
tive now. Love hits when you least expect 
it. You can travel easily now. Keep your objective 
clear, and call if you’ll be late. You have support.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) You find just the right 
antique for the job. Think about what’s best for 
your family. Let them speak their minds. Attend a 
social event together. Heed romantic urges.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Good news comes from 
far away. A loved one provides valuable information. 
You look good. Dig deeper. A fascinating romantic 
moment allows freedom to share. Communicate priorities.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Friends act as media-
tors. Discover the treasure you’ve been seeking. 
Draw upon hidden resources, and think of more ways 
to save. Don’t spend the money before you get it.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Romance burst onto the 
scene. Accept constructive criticism, and reaf-
firm a commitment. A female helps organize. You’re 
an inspiration to others, and a secret idea pays off.

Happy November




