
Skyfall finally hit theaters Friday 
and director Sam Mendes took au-
dience members on another mem-
orable 007-thrill ride.

Mendes has directed a handful 
of masterpieces, including Ameri-
can Beauty, Jarhead and Revolu-
tionary Road. 

This qualifies himself as the 
perfect man to direct the next 007 
installment with a fresh new inter-
pretation of the classic world of 
super spies.

“You tell a story that hasn’t been 
told before and you push the char-
acter in directions he hasn’t been 
pushed before,” said Mendes.

Avoiding repetition with the 
previous films, a daunting chal-
lenge for any 007 director, was 
never an issue for Mendes.

“The nice thing is that I have 
producers that are willing to let 
me go to places that they’ve never 
been before in a Bond movie,” 
Mendes said.         

Who doesn’t like the idea of James 
Bond kicking some royal behind in 

Shanghai as a proper Brit?   
Most importantly, fans get to 

find out not only what Skyfall is, 
but where and why plays such a 
pinnacle role in James Bond’s his-
tory and character.         

“I think if I developed it as re-
making the same film and doing 
the same things as the last 22 mov-
ies, I probably wouldn’t have been 
interested in making it,” Mendes 
said.         

With a strong mindset like this, 
the Bond legacy has been able to 
last a long time. 

Bond has been around since 
1962, marking 2012 as its golden 
50th year. 

Best of all, it doesn’t look like 
Bond is disappearing from the ra-
dar any time soon.         

“We are living in a world where peo-
ple don’t equate large commercial films 
with having to be light,” Mendes said. 
“In other words, it’s possible now to be 
dark.”          

Along with having the classic 
elements that make Skyfall a true 
Bond film, Mendes takes on the 
story with raw themes that ulti-
mately make the character more 
human and relatable.

“I spent a bit of time pretend-
ing with the writers that we didn’t 
have to do all the things that Bond 

movies normally do,” Mendes 
said. 

For Mendes, this included ac-
tion sequences, Bond girls, loca-
tions and the cars.         

This gave the director time to fig-
ure out what the story was at its bare 
root, then layer the important Bond 
elements back like a delicious seven 
layer chocolate cake.         

“I’ve always loved it (the Bond 
world) as a kid, and it was always fun 
being around that,” Mendes said.

The scene where Daniel Craig 
(James Bond) and Javier Bardem (Sil-
va), the main antagonist, meet for the 

first time took two days to shoot.         
“That scene was the most exciting 
for me,” Mendes said. “But the 
most difficult scene was the first 
ten minutes of the movie, which 
was the opening action sequence, 
which was actually very compli-
cated.”         

This opening action sequence 
was something fresh for Mendes.  
His repertoire has consisted more 
of character-based dramas, but his 
unique touch managed to shine 
through in Skyfall.
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Gov. Jerry Brown underscores proper spending at the Board of Trustees meeting Tuesday at the Chancellor’s Office in Long Beach.
ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan

A member of the Federal Reserve 
Bank of San Francisco forecasted a 
slow to modest economic recovery for 
the U.S. and stressed the importance 
of Congress coming to an agreement 
about the dreadful “fiscal cliff” at a 
lecture to members of the Osher Life-
long Learning Institute (OLLI) at Cal 
State Fullerton Tuesday.

Senior Economist Gary Zimmer-
man displayed graphs illustrating 
the dire conditions the United States 
suffered during the economic col-
lapse in 2008, but pointed to posi-
tive trends in housing, financial con-
ditions and job growth. 

Zimmerman said the consequenc-
es would be severe if Congress does 
not reach a compromise on the fiscal 
cliff before January.

“The fiscal cliff is a combination 
of extending cuts and big tax in-
creases—about $500 billion worth 
when you add them all together,” he 
said. “This would have a dramatic ef-

fect on growth going forward.” 
Zimmerman based his predictions 

for a modest economic recovery on 
the prospect that Congress may reach 
some of the goals sought in a com-
promise over tax rate modifications. 

Although his graphs showed job 
growth in an uptick, the unemploy-
ment rate rose slightly from 7.8 per-
cent to 7.9 percent in the month of 
October, Zimmerman said.

The United States also experi-
enced a severe rise in long-term 
unemployment, which is the per-
cent of people unemployed for six 
months or longer.

During the presentation, Zim-
merman polled members of OLLI, 
asking them what they thought 
the minimal unemployment rate 
should be. Most members believed 
it should be around 5 percent. 
Zimmerman estimates, citing other 
economists and experts, that mini-
mal unemployment is currently 
around 6 percent.

NATIONAL | Economy

Fed economist   
notes positive 
market trends

BROWN: CSU FUNDING SECURE FOR NOW

‘Don’t worry about it’

DANIEL HERNANDEZ
Daily Titan

The shimmering sun beats down on 
the back of a woman faced with the 
grueling task of hiking three miles in 
intense heat—all to fill up a five-gallon 
tank with dirty water.

“I Drink Dirty Water,” which will 
be held Thursday, Nov. 15 in the Hu-
manities Quad from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
is meant to raise awareness of those liv-
ing in less fortunate conditions. 

“I Drink Dirty Water” was co-or-
ganized by Prolific PR, a group of six 
public relations students on campus, 
and With This Ring, a non-profit 
organization that helps build clean 
water wells in third world nations to 
put on the event.

Ali Eastburn, founder and execu-
tive director of With This Ring, start-
ed the non-profit as a way to help 
those in need. With This Ring takes 
donations both monetarily and in 
the form of jewelry such as wedding 
rings, and uses the proceeds to help 
build wells in third world countries. 
For Eastburn, the idea all started 
while away on a women’s retreat.

“A question was asked on how we 
can change the world around us. I just 
remember looking around the room 
thinking we have so much money and 
so much stuff,” said Eastburn. “If we 

sold some of our stuff, what could 
we do to change the lives of people 
around the world?”

Eastburn glanced down at her wed-
ding ring—and thought of how many 
people she could help using the money 
from one ring alone.

“The next day I called my husband 
and asked, what do you think if I sold 
my wedding ring?” Eastburn said. “He 
was floored, but also very supportive.”

News of the idea spread, and be-
fore long Eastburn started With This 
Ring in 2006.

“We have since then, in the last 
six years received close to 2,000 wed-
ding rings and pieces of jewelry. We 
also receive gold and monetary do-
nations,” Eastburn said.

Prolific PR contacted Eastburn 
to collaborate and put on the event 
on campus, which will feature in-
formation booths, games and live 
entertainment this Thursday.

Michelle Church, director of me-
dia relations for Prolific PR, said 
bottles of “dirty” water with informa-
tional labels on them will be handed 
out to help raise awareness.

“The whole idea is to create a shock 
element where these students will walk 
around with these water bottles and 
other students will say why are you 
drinking dirty water. We hope that 
students will start asking questions and 
seeking information about the non-
profit, to raise awareness,” Church said.

CAMPUS | Philanthropy

Students unite
to aid Third World
Students team up with non-
profit organization to raise 
awareness of water crisis

ERIC FARRELL
Daily Titan
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Gov. Jerry Brown employed a more 
hands-on role in the inner workings of the 
Cal State University as he stirred the pot on 
a number of agenda items in an unusual ap-
pearance at the Board of Trustees meeting 
in Long Beach Tuesday.

Brown, who has the honorary right to vote 
as an ex officio member of the CSU Board of 
Trustees and the University of California Board 
of Regents, flexed his political influence over 

the proceedings to ensure that the funds raised 
by Proposition 30 will be used appropriately.

“That’s why I’m here today,” Brown said. “I 
want to send a signal that we’re not finished. 
There’s some hard work up ahead and I’m go-
ing to be taking my responsibility as chief ex-
ecutive very seriously.”

Proposition 30, a bill passed Nov. 6 that 
is set to raise more than $6 billion, will fund 
K-12 schools and community colleges first, 
with public universities and other social pro-
grams taking what remains.

The money comes from an increase in per-
sonal income taxes for earners who make more 

than $250,000 for the next seven years and 
bumped sales tax by a quarter-cent for four 
years. The tax law has fended off automatic 
“trigger cuts” that officials say would have dev-
astated the California public education system 
if the proposition had not passed.

Brown emphasized the need to demon-
strate to Californians that Proposition 30’s 
passage will not only deliver badly needed fi-
nancial relief for the largest public university 
system in the country, but that the money 
will be well spent.

DAVID HOOD
& IAN WHEELER

Daily Titan

CSU Board of Trustees votes down plan to restructure student fees
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This year marks the 50th anniversary for the James Bond collection.
Courtesy of MCT

Bond director conquers new ground
DETOUR | Film

Skyfall marks Sam Mendes’ 
directorial debut for the 007 
James Bond film franchise

DEANNA TROMBLEY
For the Daily Titan
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Many states have filed peti-
tions to secede from the United 
States to the “We the People” 
program featured on the White 
House website after the re-elec-
tion of President Barack Obama. 

Petitions have been filed for 
20 states including Alabama, 
Colorado, Florida and Texas. 
The majority of the states were 
supporters of Mitt Romney al-
though a few in the Northeast 
were considered deep blue.

“We petition the Obama Ad-
ministration to peacefully grant 
the state of Alabama to with-
draw from the United States of 
America and create its own new 
government,” reads the Ala-
bama petition. 

Most petitions have a couple 
thousand signatures, some from 
other states. They must receive 
25,000 signatures or more within 
30 days to be considered by the 
White House.

Louisiana and Texas, the 
first two states to file petitions, 
are the closest to reaching the 
25,000 signatures that are need-
ed for a response.

Brief by LOREN MANNING

The U.S. Supreme Court has 
delayed the date to review the 
gay marriage rights in California, 
according to Los Angeles Times. 

Originally, the court was set to 
review the Hollingsworth v. Perry 
case, which discusses whether 
the Equal Protection Clause of 
the Fourteenth Amendment pro-
hibits the state of California from 
defining marriage as the union of 
a man and woman,  Nov. 20. 

The court has now pushed the 
date to review the issue to Friday, 
Nov. 30.

If the Supreme Court de-
cides not to grant review of the 
case Nov. 30 then Proposition 8, 
which bans gay marriage, would 
be overturned, ultimately legaliz-
ing gay marriage.

However, if the court decides 
to grant review of the case, it 
could take until next summer to 
decide on the issue.

Recently, voters in Maryland, 
Maine and Washington voted to 
legalize gay marriage.

Brief by KYMBERLIE ESTRADA

As eager bargain shoppers 
prepare for the biggest holiday of 
the season, Black Friday is slowly 
becoming a thing of the past.

Retailers are opening their 
Black Friday sales as early as 
Thursday, with shoppers skip-
ping out on holiday festivities and 
Thanksgiving feasts.

Toys R Us and Walmart are 
among the first retailers to an-
nounce their “Black Friday” 
deals, which would begin at 8 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 22. 

Last year Walmart opened at 9 
p.m. and Toys R Us opened at 10 
p.m.; each year pushing sales at 
even earlier times.

Retail employees have pe-
titioned to push back opening 
times back to Friday so they can 
celebrate Thanksgiving at home.

Retailers are worried Ameri-
cans are less willing to spend 
freely this holiday season and 
have not fully recovered from the 
economic recession between 
2007 and 2009. This fear has 
caused stores to battle on who 
opens first for Black Friday.

Brief by KYMBERLIE ESTRADA
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“That’s going to take discipline 
and difficult decisions,“ Brown said. 
“As the person who pushed Proposi-
tion 30, I also have to push the kind 
of discipline and careful spending 
that will satisfy voter expectation.”

Although the passage of Proposi-
tion 30 promises a degree of allevia-
tion for public school students, its 
provisions will expire in seven years.

Until then, Brown assured that 
Proposition 30’s capital would be 
enough to hold the system over 
until the economy improves, and 
that he is looking into any feasible 
means to get Californians to share 
the burden of funding public edu-
cation without raising taxes. 

“That’s seven years from now… 
Don’t worry about it,” Brown said. 
“People say, ‘Well, it’s only tempo-
rary,’ (but) we have some temporary 
costs like paying down borrowing 
costs, paying down deferrals… as 

we pay down those borrowing costs 
and as we make government as ef-
ficient as possible and get economic 
growth, then we should be able to 
handle our spending responsibili-
ties without seeking new taxes.”

Although Board of Trustees 
Chairman Robert Linscheid di-
rected Tuesday’s meeting, Brown 
consistently showed his interest in 
CSU budget matters by question-
ing the cost of several projects.

In a closed meeting before the 
main session, a proposed fee increase 
was rejected by Brown and other 
trustees who said the CSU should 
take more time to evaluate its finan-
cial position before scaring students 
with talk of future tuition hikes.

“The proposal to modify the cur-
rent undergraduate fee structure 
was part of the agenda for today’s 
Board of Trustees meeting and will 
now be reviewed at a later date after 
Trustees gather additional informa-
tion and input from stakeholders,” 

the CSU said in a statement.
Brown said he thought the entire 

proposal was premature to suggest 
only a week after Proposition 30 
passed by a 700,000-vote margin.

“I thought that after the election 
is not a time to be raising fees for 
tuition,” Brown said. “I think there 
will be alternative ways to keep the 
objectives of getting students to 
be more diligent and graduate on 
time, to repeat fewer courses and 
otherwise, make their years as effec-
tive as possible.”

Still to be decided Wednesday is 
the support budget for the 2013-
2014 academic year, where the 
board will approve the allocation of 
funds suggested by the committee 
on finance. 

“I went around the state saying, 
‘No tuition (hikes) if we pass Prop 
30,” Brown said. “I didn’t say for 
how long, but I’ve certainly sent 
a message: We want to hold down 
costs to students.”

TRUSTEES: Brown on board
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A former Fullerton youth soccer coach faces up 
to 255 years in state prison next month for molest-
ing eleven of his students following his conviction last 
week in Santa Ana Superior Court, authorities said.

A jury convicted Luis Pineda, 31, of Anaheim, on 
Nov. 5 of 27 counts of child molestation and rape, Or-
ange County District Attorney’s officials said in a writ-
ten statement.

“Between 2005 and 2010, Pineda was a martial arts 
assistant instructor at Moo Yea Do Martial Arts in Fuller-
ton and was also a soccer coach for the North Orange 
County Youth Soccer Premier League,” according to 
the statement. “Pineda met his victims through these 
coaching jobs and during that time, Pineda befriended 
the parents of the victims and arranged to watch over 
the students after practices or games.”

The victims included 10 boys and one girl, offi-
cials added.

In addition to the 27 crimes Pineda was convict-
ed of—which include sodomy by force, oral copula-
tion with minors and sexual penetration with a child 
10 years old or younger—the jury also found true the 
special, sentence-enhancing allegations of substantial 
sexual conduct with a child and committing lewd acts 
on multiple victims.

Pineda’s sentencing will be determined Dec. 6.
Pineda was initially arrested in August 2010 and 

charged with molesting two 8-year-old boys. Follow-
ing his arrest, nine additional victims came forward to 
report being victimized by Pineda.

The case was first investigated by the Anaheim Po-
lice Department and prosecuted by Orange County 
Deputy District Attorney Cynthia Nichols of the DA’s 
Sexual Assault Unit.

Brief by BRIAN DAY
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Former Fullerton coach convicted of molesting 11 children

Gov. Jerry Brown asks about the cost of a project at the CSU Board of Trustees meeting Tuesday.
ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan

Students from CSU San Diego 
and other campuses converged 
on the Chancellor’s Office in Long 
Beach Tuesday to protest the 
possibility of another tuition hike. 
They wore panda hats as a show 
of solidarity for a student who 
wore a panda hat when they were 
arrested during a protest in 2011.
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Cal State Fullerton students will 
participate in Elizabethan-era fes-
tivities in the 20th annual Shake-
speare Symposium.

The California State University 
Shakespeare Symposium will be 
held on campus Nov. 16 and Nov. 
17 from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. in Uni-
versity Hall rooms 250 and 252. 

The symposium was founded by 
Kay Stanton, Ph.D., a Cal State 
Fullerton professor and Shake-
speare specialist, wanted to create 
an event where students and fac-
ulty members could present pro-
fessional papers.

The first symposium took place 
at CSUF December 1991. Since 
then, the event has been held at 
various CSU campuses.

“Usually a professor at one of our 
CSU sister campuses will volunteer 
to coordinate it the following year,” 
said Stanton. “Sometimes I ‘recruit’ 
a Shakespeare professor from a 
CSU campus and ask if that person 
might like to be the next year’s co-
ordinator. Whoever is coordinating 
the Symposium sets the date.”

This year, CSUF will host the 
symposium. 

The two-day event will be put on 
by volunteers and members of the 
As You Like It Shakespeare Society. 

Danelle Huggett, president of 
the Shakespeare Society, said club 
volunteers will provide baked goods 
and snacks to attendants.

“We will also be hosting a Shake-
speare tea on Saturday where myself 
and some of the other members will 
be baking English treats and serving 
delicious snacks while our guests 
mingle and discuss The Bard,” Hug-
gett said.

Huggett will present a paper on 
Romeo and Juliet for the first time. 
Like any other student seeking to 
present their work in the sympo-
sium, Huggett had to submit her 
paper to Stanton, the society advi-
sor.

Huggett said despite the gen-
eral impression that students may 
have, participation is not just for 
English majors.

Of course English majors pos-
sess an instilled bias towards Shake-

speare, but it our sincerest hope 
that we are able to warmly welcome 
all those who would like to attend,” 
Huggett said.

Maryellen Diotte, a student vol-
unteer, will also present her work at 
the symposium for the first time. 

Her paper focuses on Hamlet and 
the ghost of Hamlet’s father. Like 
Huggett, she said she encourages 
students to attend the event wheth-
er they are presenting or not.

There are 51 papers scheduled to 
be presented at the two-day event. 

“A person whose paper has been 
accepted will read it aloud, in a ses-
sion of papers grouped together by 
subject matter or topic,” Stanton 
said. “There is a chair of the session, 
who introduces the speakers and 
conducts a question period after 
each of the papers has been read.”

Diotte said choosing which pan-
els a student wants to attend is im-
portant, seeing as some panels over-
lap in time. She suggests attendees 
plan ahead by looking at the confer-
ence program ahead of time.

“There’s a lot of exciting papers 
that I’m looking forward to, but it 
makes it easier to decide now than 
it is in between panels,” said Diotte.

A highlight of the event will be 
Keynote Speaker Naomi Conn Li-
ebler, Ph.D., Shakespeare expert 
and professor of English at Mont-
clair State University. 

She will be presenting “Reading 
(Between) the Lines: Shakespeare’s 
Old Ladies” Saturday at 1:30 p.m.

The deadline to register is 
Thursday and registration should 
be submitted along with a $15 fee. 
For students attending the event 
without prior registration, there is 
a $20 onsite fee.

Students are encouraged to con-
tact Kay Stanton at kstanton@ful-
lerton.edu or csuf.aylss@gmail.com 
for more information on how to 
register for the CSU Shakespeare 
Symposium or the As You Like 
Shakespeare Society.

CSUF to reflect 
on works of 
English master
21st Shakespearean  
Symposium to ‘confound 
the ignorant’ by experts 

MAGALY YANEZ
For the Daily Titan

“There’s a lot of 
exciting papers 
that I’m looking 
forward to...”

MARYELLEN DIOTTE
Student volunteer

Female gang member Ja-
neth Lopez, 22, was charged 
with murder, attempted murder 
and vandalism for her role in the 
shooting of a church deacon 
which happened Nov. 4, accord-
ing to the Los Angeles TImes.

The shooting took place at a 
Westlake district church as Lo-
pez and another unknown male 
gang member were vandalizing 
the church. 

Prosecutors said a male gang 
member shot and killed Andres 
Ordonez and then wounded an-
other parishioner in the process. 
Lopez became violent when con-
fronted then shoved the parish-
ioner who attempted to stop her 
vandalism. 

Deputy District Attorney Phillip 
Glaviano said Lopez was origi-
nally charged with one count of 
murder, two counts of attempted 
murder and one misdemeanor 
count of vandalism. The police 
will also continue their investiga-
tion of the shooting.

Lopez also faces charges in-
volving being a gang member 
and her bail will be set at $2.5 
million.

Brief by RAYMOND MENDOZA

The anonymous man who made 
allegations of an “under-age sexual 
relationship” with Sesame Street 
puppeteer Kevin Clash recanted 
his statements Tuesday. 

The man, now 24, had claimed 
to be involved with the now 
52-year-old Clash when he was 
only 16 years old.

According to the New York 
Times blog Media Decoder, this 
comes a day after the claim was 
released by the law firm Andreozzi 
& Associates, who represent the 
nameless man; Sesame Workshop 
first fielded an accusation from him 
back in June.

Clash, best known for voicing 
and puppeteering “Elmo” on the 
popular PBS program, released 
a statement Tuesday expressing 
his relief the allegation had been 
addressed, but said he would not 
discuss matters further. He an-
nounced Monday that he would 
be taking a leave of absence from 
Sesame Street while the claims 
were cleared.

Currently, Sesame Workshop 
has not given any timeline for when 
or if Clash will return to work, but 
has shown support for the pup-
peteer. The production of Sesame 
Street has been reportedly uninter-
rupted during the scandal.

Brief by RICARDO GONZALEZ

The Blackberry 10 is expected 
to debut early 2013 with a launch 
event scheduled for Jan. 30. 

The Blackberry 10 interface is 
nicknamed “Flow” since no but-
tons have to be pushed to get 
from one screen to another. Us-
ers can simply drag the screen 
upwards to see any of their most 
recent pages. 

The features include integrat-
ed texting, an improved camera, 
modern web browsing and social 
networking integration.

A feature called Blackberry 
balance separates the users’ per-
sonal and work profiles on apps. 
The users are free to switch be-
tween the two at their will.

Questions still remain about 
how the phone, including the 
depth and breadth of its Android 
app store. 

Delays with the Blackberry 
10 have hurt the brand. Gov-
ernment agencies have recently 
been leaning more towards Ap-
ple and Samsung products for 
their needs.

Brief by ARJUN MALHOTRA
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WATER: Living on less
Surjit Singha, 60, a man from India, stares down his primitive well of water that may be contaminated.

Courtesy of MCT

“If we try to drive the unem-
ployment rate down too much, we 
are likely to start driving the infla-
tionary pressures in the economy,” 
Zimmerman said.

The federal funds rate, which is at 
an all-time low, is projected by the 
Federal Open Market Committee 
(FOMC) to increase by 2015, Zim-
merman said. This rate controls the 
amount of interest the Federal Re-
serve charges the banks for borrow-
ing money from the Fed.

At the conference, Zimmerman 
also reviewed the role that the Feder-
al Reserve plays in monetary policy 
for the country.

A main function of the Federal Re-
serve is to maintain the stability of the 
national financial system by control-
ling the interest rate at which it lends 
money to banks. This provides a mini-
mum interest rate banks charge to their 
customers to borrow money. The rate 
also plays a role in interest for savings, 
investments and discount rates.

However, consumer confidence for 
some members of OLLI teeters on the 
outcome of the fiscal cliff situation.

“The fiscal cliff is an issue that real-
ly needs to be solved, and I hope that 
the Congress and Senate and presi-
dent will put something together go-
ing forward because the stock mar-
ket has already seen the fiscal cliff as 
a crisis that will harm the economy 
in the United States,” OLLI mem-
ber Fritz Von Coelln said. “I’m con-
fident they will do something. I’m 
concerned that they’ll do enough for 
the long term as opposed to cobble 
something together.”

Von Coelln was instrumental in 
bringing the Federal Reserve speaker 
to CSUF. His daughter, who serves on 

the Federal Reserve in New York, con-
nected him with Zimmerman.  

Zimmerman was asked to speak to 
OLLI members who are exploring the 
financial meltdown on Wall Street, the 
battle to save the global economy, and 
how the Federal Reserve Bank saved 
the banks from failure.

Zimmerman, a graduate of Cal State 
East Bay, joined the Federal Reserve 
Bank of San Francisco in 1973. From 
1996 to 1999, he served as the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation’s San 
Francisco regional economist. 

Some members of OLLI do not 
agree with the role the Federal Reserve 
plays in fidgeting with the economy.

The Federal Reserve can only low-
er interest rates so much before they 
cannot lower it anymore, said Bill 
Christensen, a CSUF alumnus with 
a degree in finance.

“I don’t think general consumer 
confidence is good,” said Christensen. 
“I think parents will buy toys for their 

kids, whether they have the money or 
not, but other than that I don’t think 
consumer confidence is at a high level.”

Lack of growth in the economy, 
low investment interest rates for sav-
ings and people not getting jobs are 
reasons Christensen believes con-
sumer confidence is low.

He cited the results of the election 
as a missed opportunity for America to 
change the economy for the better.

“This last election people just 
kicked the can down the road,” 
Christensen said. “They voted for 
free stuff versus free enterprise… 
and the economy will not improve.”

Christensen said consumer markets 
are actually more powerful than the 
Federal Reserve, and the Fed actually 
has limited tools at its disposal.

“The markets are more powerful 
than the Federal Reserve. They will tell 
the Federal Reserve enough is enough. 
The Fed can’t continue doing what 
they are doing,” he said.

FED: U.S. economy bullish
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The event will also feature “jerry 
can races,” which will demonstrate to 
students what those in India have to 
endure on a daily basis, said Mallory 
Bowles, creative director of Prolific PR.

 “In India, they have to walk at least 
three miles one way to get water, which 
is terribly dirty, then walk back with it. 
That’s 40 pounds once it’s filled up. So 
we’re having people see somewhat how 
it’s like,” Bowles said.

Still the Sky’s Limit will provide live 
music from noon to 1 p.m., and the 
Geography Club will also have a table 
in the Humanities Quad at the same 
time, Church said.

Eastburn said With This Ring cur-
rently has the goal of raising $50,000, 
which will be matched by Living Wa-
ter International, the company who 
drills the wells.

The resulting $100,000 will be 
enough to create 20 wells in India.

“Here’s the most shocking thing 
that I found out. Twenty dollars can 
give one child water for 20 years or 
more. Twenty dollars alone can save 
that child, so even a wedding ring 

that’s only worth $100 can save five 
kids,” Eastburn said.

Students can choose to make dona-
tions at the event itself Thursday or 
online at anytime. A Facebook page, 
“I Drink Dirty Water,” has been cre-
ated as well, Bowles said.

“It’s hard until you actually see it, 
but being somewhat aware of the wa-
ter crisis kind of brings people to real-
ize how great we have it here,” Bowles 
said. “Awareness, support and even do-
nating is what we would love.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I called my hus-
band and asked, 
what do you 
think if I sold my 
wedding ring?”

ALI EASTBURN
Founder of With This Ring

In the last six years, With 
This Ring has received 
close to 2,000 wedding 
rings and pieces of jewelry

A wedding ring worth $100 
can save five kids

GOAL: 

matched by Living Water International

raise $50,000
+ $50,000

$100,000 
= 20 wells in IndiaSOURCE: EASTBURN
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LENDING BY THE FEDERAL RESERVE

The shaded region shows a period of time when banks borrowed 
money from the Federal Reserve through the discount window.
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You never see the face behind the gold-tinted visor 
of the super soldier in front of you. 

John-117 speaks mostly in a stern and stoic tone. 
Partnered with an artificial intelligence avatar, he is 
jolted awake from his stasis to find the ship he was 
asleep on is under heavy attack.

No, this isn’t the plot for your latest big budget sci-
fi flick, nor is it the New York Times’ hottest selling 
novel. This is the Halo series of video games. Meet 
John-117, also known as Master Chief.

Halo 4 was released only a week ago, and the 
first week sales figures have still not been calcu-
lated—but make no mistake, millions will be made 
for a franchise that Polygon.com reports is already 
worth $3 billion.

It’s nothing to sneeze at, yet there is a discrepan-
cy between the billion-dollar franchise and the way 
some of the public views video game franchises. Sim-
ply put, video games aren’t as highly respected as oth-
er forms of entertainment, and the most prominent 
examples of the video game world—Halo and Call of 
Duty, for instance—are usually blamed for this.

They’re scrutinized for catering to the foul-
mouthed, explosion-crazy adolescent generation. 

And on the surface, it’s true—Halo 4’s release has 
coincided with Mountain Dew and Doritos endorse-
ments, and the newest trailer for Call of Duty: Black 
Ops 2 features nothing but celebrities and explosions.

While games like Halo 4 and Call of Duty are defi-
nitely more Michael Bay than Martin Scorsese, they 
have the power to legitimize an industry and turn 
the tides of public perception through competent, 
dramatic storytelling.

Yes, it’s hard to think about how video games 
can be powerful devices for storytelling when ev-
erybody first has to avoid the “PWNAGE” culture. 
Beneath the layers of Mountain Dew endorsements 
and snot-nosed online multiplayer, the Halo series is 
actually a compelling space opera that can pull the 
heartstrings of anyone.

It’s a good thing that games like Halo and Call of 
Duty exist—they show the world that video games 
are a viable form of entertainment through their sales 
figures and invite those new to the medium to explore 
what other titles there are. They present stories that 

have every bit of flash and drama as their big-screen 
counterparts. Those viewing the video game world 
under a microscope need not open their eyes; they 
merely have to readjust their microscopes.

Last year’s Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 con-
tinued the cat-and-mouse chase of a Russian bio-
terrorist as the primary protagonist—you—bounced 
around the globe in an earnest effort to stop the chaos 
from unfolding further.

Modern Warfare 3 alone made $1 billion in 16 days 
globally. For reference, Avatar, the world’s top-gross-
ing movie, took 17 days to make $1 billion globally, 
according to PCWorld.com

Understandably, high sales alone should not be the 
sole indicator of credibility. Quality should be prior-
ity number one, and on those grounds, these top-sell-
ing video game titles haven’t skimped. Halo 4 has an 
averaged score of 87 out of 100, based off 74 reviews 
from various video game websites. Modern Warfare 3 
has an average of 88.

Rich, deep fiction can be found all over the video 
game world. Rockstar Games’ Grand Theft Auto IV 
tells the story of Niko Bellic, a European immigrant 
who moved to Liberty City (which closely resembles 
New York City) for a shot at a new life. Throughout 
the story Bellic gets tangled up with one vicious gang 
member after another. The player controlling Bel-
lic is faced with tough moral decisions. They see the 
transformation of Bellic from a naïve immigrant to a 
hardened, vengeful man. 

Relationships are built and lost.
Video games are capable of being every bit as dra-

matic and heartfelt as novels, television and movies. 
Big name games do a number of things to damage the 
perception of the video game industry, but the stories 
they tell and the sales figures they rake in are every bit 
as legitimate as other media. 

As for Halo 4, Master Chief ’s beloved AI Cortana 
has a 7-year lifespan and is beginning to malfunction. 
Her impending mortality will weigh in the back of 
your mind as Master Chief—you—are pulled into an 
alien world to fight a mysterious new race called the 
Prometheans. Sound interesting? 

If so, it’s time to grab the controller and form an 
opinion for yourself.

Roger Ebert, one of the greatest film critics of our 
time, said that video games can never be art. 

While the man is an expert on movies, I whole-
heartedly disagree with him when it comes to games. 
The problem is, he views games with an outsider’s 
perspective. He didn’t grow up with video games in 
his life (while I assume he did with movies) and ex-
perienced the emotions a fantastic game can instill 
in a player. 

The general public has the same sort of view of video 
games. Concerned parents and grandparents haven’t 
grown up with them in their households and thus they 
only have the perspective of a concerned onlooker.

So when games featuring copious amounts of 
guns, explosions, gore, swearing and sex are ad-
vertised everywhere during the months leading up 
for Christmas, it can skew the public’s perspective 
towards thinking that all games are just mindless, 
gory messes. A majority of high profile games are 
strategically released right before the holiday rush to 
entice young (and sometimes old) consumers to beg 
their parents to get them the hot new title before it 
becomes old or uncool. 

It just so happens that nearly all of these games 
are super violent.

In the newspaper and magazine business there is 
a saying, “if it bleeds it leads,” meaning that stories 
with a violent element will draw readers’ attention 
and make them pick up the paper. The same idea 
can be applied to video games.

It also makes the game industry look trashy.
It doesn’t help that these big budget games all 

seem to come out the same time so that televi-
sion, radio and billboards are all covered in them. 
A football game’s commercials feature an assassin 
slaying redcoats, Hulu says to start a new fight 
with a familiar space marine and Robert Downey 
Jr. makes it look fun to kill friends in the latest 
Black Ops 2 trailer.

The general public is slammed with these big 
budget games, while smaller, less violent, but amaz-
ing games are pushed to the way side.

Brilliant and beautiful games, such as Journey and 
Bastion—both of which moved my emotions—are 
still nearly unknown to the average gamer, let alone 

the public. They simply don’t have the clout of a 
giant publisher behind them to give them publicity. 

So when the mass media gets paid to saturate the 
market with the latest Call of Duty game, it doesn’t 
help the image of videogames in general. As solid as 
Call of Duty is, its commercials seem to glorify kill-
ing. On top of that the game is produced by a huge 
company and doesn’t have the heart of a smaller de-
velopment team.

I don’t get an emotional resonance or attach-
ment to a game that is manufactured yearly. I as-
sume the public doesn’t get it either. Yet they still 
spend millions of dollars on them each year. Even 
a majority of gamers are tired of Call of Duty, but 
they will still buy it anyway because their friends 
will be picking it up.

That is the power of advertising. 
Besides violence, some high profile games have a 

problem with sexism. Within the first minute of a 
trailer for Far Cry 3, a topless woman is shown for 
no reason. 

Well, the reason is to grab attention not to advance 
the plot of the game. Definitely the biggest demo-
graphic for video games are young males, but using a 
woman’s body as an object to get people interested in 
your game is a disgusting marketing strategy.

This sort of advertising shows to the public that 
games are for immature young men who go crazy 
for digital breasts.

What’s worse is that monolithic publishers buy 
up smaller independent developers, which are 
slammed with strict deadlines and, in the process, 
lose their creative independence. Without their free-
dom, creative minds—and subsequently the game 
industry—can’t innovate. This downfall in creativ-
ity could lead to the constant manufacturing of dull 
video games sequels every time during the months 
leading up to christmas. 

This can be fixed. If you have a favorite game 
that hasn’t had its time in the spotlight, tell peo-
ple to pick it up; especially those who don’t play 
games as often. 

If the industry can open people’s eyes to some-
thing besides copious amounts of violence, then 
maybe they’ll find a new hobby.

A movie was released eight years 
ago that somehow predicted a 
chain of events that recently domi-
nated our newspapers as well as af-
fecting millions of lives on the East 
coast.

The Day After Tomorrow has 
proven to be much more than a 
thrilling edge-of-your-seat mov-
ie. Although exaggerated, it has 
played out to become a foreshadow 
regarding global climate change 
and possibly the fate of society if 
not awakened to it.

With a plot centered around 
a devastated New York City, the 
movie is more than a little ironic 
when comparing it to the country’s 
real and more recent tragedy, Hur-
ricane Sandy. The Day After Tomor-
row not only focuses on nature’s 
brutality but the ignorance of so-
ciety, even when placed in an ex-
traordinary situation like the fatal 
storm that tore through the East 
Coast.

In reality, many claim that see-

ing great cities being overcome by 
flooding and fires has turned into 
an awakening that will result in 
immediate actions to save our cli-
mate. However, there will always 
be those who are skeptical and 
those who frankly just don’t care 
enough to push for change. 

What may have made an impact 
on some people two weeks ago 
will surely be forgotten within the 
coming months, unless of course it 
regards those who have completely 
lost everything they ever lived for. 

They are the ones who will likely 
pick up and never give up the fight 
against global warming.

According to a Los Angeles 
Times article, more than half the 
country now accepts the idea of 
global warming, but what about 
the other half? Those people are 
going to continue doing the same 
everyday activity without giving a 
second thought about how many 
greenhouse gasses they are emit-
ting into the atmosphere or what’s 
going to happen if we continue 
down this destructive path.

Although climate change is very 
much real and rapidly growing, 
there’s no possibility that reform 
is going to take place just as effi-
ciently and fast.

Even if the United States adopt-
ed some sort of policy to aid in the 
decrease of global warming, who’s 
to say what the rest of the world 
would as well? What can easily 
be done by us in the states can be 
easily undone in China, India or 
any other country that is not even 
aware of our troubles with Hurri-
cane Sandy. 

It has also been pointed out that 
government officials have indeed 
responded to the nation’s sudden 
realization of the impacts of cli-
mate change.

“We have to take into consid-
eration reforming, modifying our 
built environment, our infrastruc-
ture,” said Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to the New York Observer. The 
Army Corps of Engineers also have 

moved forward with attempts to 
protect Louisiana, which is consid-
ered one of global warming’s most 
threatened landscapes. It added on 
two extra feet to the height of the 
more recently completed floodwall 
system around New Orleans. 

Yet regarding policy change 
and the immediate action taken 
by the government, all that has 
actually changed is the build-
ing of new structures in order to 
protect against, not to decrease, 
global warming. In other words, 
the country can’t shrink the storm; 
it can just build a better defense 
against it.

The Day After Tomorrow unfortu-
nately doesn’t show officials rising 
up to take action after basketball-
sized hail rains down on Tokyo, or 
even when a handful of tornadoes 
take Los Angeles by the neck. 

Although extremely exaggerated 
in comparison to recent events, 
the movie demonstrates a clear 
understanding of the priorities of 
the country’s population, and how 
they change only when the popu-
lation is directly affected; when it 
is too late.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters must include the sender’s first and 

last name. Students must include their majors and other writers must include their affiliation to 
the university, if applicable. Letters must refer to an article published within the last week. Once 
a letter is submitted it becomes property of the Daily Titan. Publication of letters is based on the 
validity of content and may be edited for length, grammar and spelling. Letters may be sent to 
dteditorinchief@gmail.com.

It’s time to face the facts on global warming
Instead of reacting after the 
fact, we need to take steps 
to prevent climate change

LOREN MANNING
Daily Titan

DEVIL’S
ADVOCATE

Do big budget games help
or hurt the image of the
industry they represent?

Big blockbuster games help bring in new players These games distract from smaller, more creative titles

PRO: ERIC FARRELL CON: ETHAN HAWKES

Halo 4 is the next sequel in Microsoft’s long-running franchise, which is worth around $3 billion.
Courtesy of MCT
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It’s been four years since the last James Bond 
film has been released in theaters, and it’s been 
a long wait. 

Not just because of the serial nature of the 
films that seem like crack to the American and 
British audiences, but because of the lackluster 
quality of Quantum of Solace.

Quantum of Solace lacked the coherency and 
freshness of Casino Royale, even if it did still have 
the brilliant Daniel Craig in the titular role. 

Before Casino Royale, there were many 
doubts about Craig’s ability to take on such a 
well worn role per a tradition set by legendary 
actors such as Sean Connery and Roger Moore.

Rather than try to live up to those expecta-
tions, Craig created ones of his own. 

Sure, the womanizer in Bond was still there, 
but when asked if his martini were to be shak-
en or stirred during Casino Royale, he only ut-
tered, “Do I look like I give a damn?”

It was pointed but in such a striking way 
that it redefined what it meant to be Bond. 

It wasn’t all about decorum and wit any-
more. There was something darker lurking in 
the agent’s shadows.

This comes to a head more than ever in Sky-
fall, Craig’s latest outing as 007 and the sub-
ordinate to Judi Dench’s ever so in charge M.

Dench has had a tough year so far with the 
reveal of the macular degeneration in her eyes, 
making it difficult for her to read scripts and 
see people sitting in front of her. 

The actress downplayed the concerns in the 
press and kept focused on her movie roles, so 
to speak.

Meanwhile, in front of the camera, she plays 
an MI6 head in crisis when a former agent 
(once under her care) returns for revenge.

Javier Bardem (who plays Silva) has owned 
the insanity in his movie roles, and this film is 
no exception. 

He’s a man with a secret face but less clan-
destine motives revealed not far into the run-
ning time. 

More than anything else, Skyfall represents a 
time when the Bond mystique clashes with the 
consequences of the modern era. 

Bardem’s Silva is almost godlike in his ability 
to make havoc with computers. 

It’s ridiculous, but it truly works on the back 
of symbolism for an enemy that Bond can’t al-
ways break with a bullet.

What makes it work further is the cinema-
tography by camera virtuoso Roger Deakins. 

He’s a frequent collaborator with the direc-
torial elite such as the Coen brothers and Sam 
Mendes, the latter of which directed Skyfall. 

Deakins has meaty and clear camera angles, 
which bring a sense of speed to action and 
space for drama. The scenes breathe and sing 
in joy because of it. 

The best scene, one to be shown at Oscar 
time, takes place in a Shanghai high-rise as 
Bond takes on an assassin. 

The two fight in front of glowing blues amid 
darkness lit up by gun muzzle flares. 

The camera is steady, letting all of it stay 
graceful to the gut. It’s not often such harmony 
of actor, scenery and camera play so nicely. 

The story and progression of scenes doesn’t 
always feel as fluid as that sequence, but it re-
ally comes together as Bond and M delve into 
007’s past and the meaning behind the film’s 
title.   

Mendes and his collaborators dare to dip into 

the mystique of Bond, but they don’t shatter it. 
Actually, even more questions are presented.

What isn’t a mystery is the satisfaction of the 
ending, which creates a true continuity for the 
next few films to grow from. 

Most shocking of all is the departure of a 
major character in an emotional fashion not 
reached since Casino Royale. 

With so much change, is this a brave new 
world for Bond? 

Key word is brave, and that is the new power 
of the brash man in the tuxedo.

Bell-bottoms, record players and psy-
chedelic lights—a combination that makes 
one feel as though they’ve just entered a 
time warp.

Michael Weller’s Moonchildren, directed 
by Travis Donnelly, turns the clocks back 
about fifty years to explore the social and 
cultural aspects that arose from the war, 
protest and free love of the 1960s.  

The play premiered Friday at Cal State 
Fullerton’s Hallberg Theatre.

Despite the numerous historical events 
that take place during the decade, the play 
instead examines the lives of seven college 
roommates and their journey from adoles-
cence to adulthood.

Moonchildren presents a unique twist on 
the classic coming of age story. 

In addition to challenges that most col-
lege students face, such as deciding what 
classes to take or what major to have, the 
roommates also deal with issues marked by 
their era.

The political implications caused by 
the war raise existential questions for the 
roommates about their futures and pur-
pose in life.

The play begins with three of the room-
mates huddled in the dark around a box 
waiting for a cat to give birth.

Lights flash on as more of the room-
mates enter the scene to reveal a dysfunc-
tional household with strikingly different 
personalities and no actual cat.

Problems arise when the roommates dis-
cover that Bob, played by Gary Fields, has 
received a letter notifying him of the draft. 

In an effort to mask his fear of what may 
lie ahead, Bob takes on the alias Job and 
declares his old self dead.

Daniel Botello and Sam Forbes provide 
the ultimate comedic relief as Mike and 
Cootie. 

If any scene becomes too heavy or com-
plicated, count on these two to swoop in 
with some far-fetched tale or a funny quip.

Mike and Cootie effortlessly play off one 
another’s actions and zinging phrases. 

Their combined effort leaves the audi-
ence reeling.

Tyler Fischbeck’s gullible character Nor-
man falls victim to several of the play’s 
jokes and personal jabs. 

Norman is the overly studious graduate 
student who is completely absorbed by his 
books. 

His roommates constantly tease him for 
his lack of interest in the outside world.

This changes when Norman attends a 
rally against the war with his roommates. 

There he meets Shelly, a bubbly flower 
child with a strange need to sit beneath 
kitchen tables, played by Ellie Wyman.

Norman becomes obsessed with the anti 

war movement and is determined to make 
himself a symbol of the crusade.

Benji Coelho’s portrayal of a selfish and 
promiscuous individual definitely lives up 
to his character’s respected name, Dick. 

Whether he is ranting about his stolen 
burger patties or trying to situate himself 
between Bob and girlfriend Kathy, Dick 
always seems to look out solely for number 
one.

Kathy and Ruth, played by Rebecca 
Struzyna and Janelle Kester, add a sense of 
femininity to the production that counter-
acts all of the testosterone around them. 

Kathy demonstrates the challenges all 
couples face when trying to make a rela-
tionship work, and Ruth successfully acts 
as the voice of reason through it all.

The play ends on a melancholy note as 
the friends’ college experience comes to an 
end.

At the close of the journey, each room-
mate seems to have gained something valu-
able from their experience together and is 
determined to confront the trials of the real 
world.  

The use of explicit language and sexual 
innuendos are common. It is clear that the 
play is for a mature audience.

Although difficult to follow at times 
because each character develops their own 
plot, Donnelly effectively captures the es-
sence of the era and the challenges of col-
lege students in Weller’s play.

Moonchildren will be playing at the 
Hallberg Theatre until Dec. 9.

MOONCHILDREN

JENNIFER MOYNIHAN
For the Daily Titan

SKYFALL

NICHOLAS RUIZ
Daily Titan

PLAY: Retro reincarnation

Moonchildren presents a unique twist on the classic coming of age story. (Courtesy of CSUF Theatre Department)

FILM: A brave new Bond

 Daniel Craig plays the famous British spy for the third time. (Courtesy of MCT)

“More than anything 
else, Skyfall 
represents a time 
when the Bond 
mystique clashes with 
the consequences of 
the modern era.”

Take a look at the TV on your 
next visit to the campus bookstore, 
because you might just see one of 
the new Titan Shops commercials.

The commercials, which began 
airing in August, serve to promote 
sales and show features of the 
stores that fellow Titans might not 
yet be aware of. 

Originally the bookstore had 
the idea of hosting a video con-
test that would accept submissions 
campus wide. 

When there was no response, 
Titan Shop employees Billy Ngo, a 
computer programing major, and 
David Amirian, an alumnus who 
majored in film, stepped up to the 
plate.

Ngo, who graduates in the 
spring, said he is a commuter 
student like many of his peers on 
campus. 

Once he goes to class and work, 
he heads home right after. 

Amirian, who graduated in 
2008, has kept his job at the book-
store but also works at another job 
off campus. 

He enjoys making videos, which 
explains the collaboration with his 
co-worker to take on production 
the Titan Shops commercials. 

Amirian had created similar 
videos a couple years ago for the 
bookstore, but Ngo’s help made 
the long process easier. 

Both use their own equipment 
and film at local places such as the 
bookstore, local parks and areas 
around campus to keep the setting 
familiar and cost to a minimum. 

Their average cost per video is 
about $100-$150. Using YouTube 
and the bookstore TV to air their 
product helps their budget. 

Money provided for the com-
mercials is used to purchase small 
props and pay actors. 

Ngo said they cast actors for 
the commercials by sending out 
an email to coworkers. Whoever is 
available lands the role. 

Participating bookstore em-
ployees get paid for their time and 
effort. 

Alyssa Santiago, a Titan Shop 
employee, was one of the lucky 
ones to snag a role by responding 
to the casting email.

The actress of the commercial 
titled “Engagement” said along 
with getting paid, she enjoyed her 
experience.

“It’s just a fun thing to do. All of 
us at Titan Shops are really close, 
I like to call them my Titan Shop 
family,” said Santiago. 

Ngo and Amirian said they try 
not to reuse the same people, so 
different co-workers can get a 
chance to participate. 

They also found that it is more 
enjoyable for employees who al-
ready know each other. 

The duties of pre-production, 
writing, filming and post-produc-
tion are split between the two. 

Editing the commercials can re-
quire a couple days. Hours of re-
corded footage may translate into 
a minute-long clip.

Most of the commercials are 
parodies. Amirian said that in the 
end, the videos are actually funny 
and turn out better than expected. 

Currently, one commercial is 
created per month. Amirian and 
Ngo finished a low price guaran-
tee commercial and are in the pro-
cess of writing another one which 
will most likely be a parody of TV 
show 24.

To date, there are three com-
mercials that students can see on 
the YouTube channel appropriate-
ly named TitanShops. 

“We’re trying to educate peo-
ple about stuff that’s happening 
in the bookstore,” Amirian said. 
“It bring up things that are less 
known about the store.”

Promoting lesser known pro-
grams shows fellow Titans what 
they can benefit from. 

Future commercials might in-
clude how the bookstore offers 
rentals, digital textbooks (e-books) 
and other programs. 

Titan shopping goes viral
IRMA WONG

Daily Titan

THEATRE 
SHOWTIMES

November 15 at 8 p.m.
November 16 at 8 p.m.
November 17 at 2 p.m. & 8 p.m.
November 18 at 2 p.m.
November 29 at 8 p.m.
November 30 at 8 p.m.
December 1 at 2 p.m. & 8 p.m. 
December 2 at 2 p.m.
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“What drew me was that it wasn’t a character based dra-
ma,” Mendes said as he laughed. “I wanted to get myself out 
of some habits.”         

Mendes saw great opportunity (in doing what he does 
best) to develop his perplexed and almost paternal relation-
ship with the character M, as well as take a look into Bond’s 
past through a new angle with more angst. 

Mendes also covered some elements from the James Bond 
books that had never been touched on before in film.

“A director is only ever as good as his collaborators,” 
Mendes said.         

The cast is a perfect bag of mix. From Judi Dench’s (M) 
classy performance that makes you wonder if she descended 
from an ancient line of English queens, to Ben Whishaw 
(Q) as the cheeky hipster computer genius with the tension 
releasing one-liners.         

“I think hopefully it’s the right mixture,” Mendes said. 

“I think you need enough new ideas to shake it up, but you 
also need enough craft to be able to do the other things that 
people expect and hope for in a Bond movie.”

Another obstacle that any 007 director has to face is the 
massive wave of opinions that crash in the moment a James 
Bond movie has been announced. It’s a type of white noise 
that can fluster even the best filmmakers, but Mendes tuned 
out from the beginning.         

“You quickly realize that everyone’s Bond is different,” 
Mendes said.

Some people want gadgets like sharks with laser beams 
attached to their heads (whoops, wrong spy movie!), while 
some prefer a full two hours of poker faces over the cheesy 
one liners. You just can’t win!

Without giving too much away, Mendes’ Skyfall is a fresh 
addition to the James Bond series. If I said anymore, Bond 
would probably come after me. Not cool.         

Visit theaters and see Mendes’ version of James Bond. It’s 
a pleasant surprise to say the least. 

Concerts can range in musical genre, audience demo-
graphic, style, venue and overall atmosphere. Today, the 
word concert is most often associated with a musician or 
band performing for a specific group with two or three 
opening acts.

 The focus is usually on the main act, rarely on the 
openers, but never on the people who make it all pos-
sible: the audience. 

On Monday the Santa Ana Observatory, with its assorted 
concertgoers, welcomed Irish Punk and Boston heroes, The 
Dropkick Murphys.

 With a honey-like consistency, The Dropkick Murphys 
did not let the eager and rambunctious crowd down. The 
group of 16-plus years churned out new and old hits, even 
giving fans a sample of a new Christmas song that will be 
released the day after Thanksgiving. 

Through the headliner and two opening acts, the 
audience kept the momentum, energy and heart of the 
show alive.

 Canadian Irish Punk band The Mahones was first to take 
the stage. What seemed like a short set had a lot of “already 
heard that” sounds that imitated the likes of Dropkick Mur-
phys, Flogging Molly and Flatfoot 56. 

With mediocre originality, and the distraction of a pixie-
like woman prancing and dancing in short leather shorts 
and fishnets while playing the accordion, this opening band 
lost the battle for attention with the antics of a slightly scary 
mosh pit. 

Yes, mosh pits are always a little scary. You get pushed, 
bumped and often hit. But the mosh pit at the Observatory 
on this night takes special notice. With the rowdy Irish Punk 
feel of The Mahones, the circles of violence blazed as audi-
ence members kept their eyes on the pit instead of the stage. 

Sweat, tears and blood were drawn on this night —the 
mosh pit might as well have been on the bill. Throughout it 
all: the punches, bumps and various displays of “who’s big-
ger,” the code was never broken. 

If one man fell (even if you were the one to initially push 
him down) you helped him back onto his feet. The code of 
the mosh pit is universal among punk rock shows, and in a 
way demonstrates the true solidarity of the diverse fans.

Next at bat to battle the pit was the Teenage Bottlerocket. 
This Wyoming-based band with clear garage punk influence 
came out of their set as equals, but not winners. 

The music was faster, more original, although 

slightly still a reminder of any and all garage punk 
from the ‘90s. But the loud and fast music, along 
with a mascot holding up cue-cards for the audience, 
sparked more attention and appreciation. 

The mosh pit, now closer to the headliner, was at this 
point overwhelmed with smelly (yes, smelly) male testoster-
one. The emission of farts, body odors and smelly feet (from 
all the lost shoes) was beginning to rise and suffocate inno-
cent bystanders in the sold out auditorium.   

The moment of the night eventually came, and the mosh-
pit lost some steam and testosterone driven fuel to The 
Dropkick Murphys. Al Barr’s rough and harsh voice was fi-
nally enough to draw all eyes to the stage and away from the 
frenzied violence below. 

Even when these Irish-Bostonian music legends took the 
stage, it was apparent that they not only remember the pit 
personally, but they still respect it. 

Twice, band members Ken Casey and Al Barr 
walked off the stage, came back with water bottles 
and handed them to two members of the audience 
packed in for the performance. 

This small gesture, although which can be overlooked by 
some, should be viewed as the ultimate tip of the hat—to 
the fans and to the wild ones brave enough to march into 
the mosh-pit. The Dropkick Murphys respect the pit, and 
the pit respects The Dropkick Murphys. 

With fashion week wrapping up in 
style capitals such as Los Angeles, Mi-
lan and New York City, Orange Coun-
ty was finally able to get a taste of this 
season’s up and coming trends. 

In a four-night fashion weekend 
extravaganza, which lasted Thurs-
day through Saturday, the Orange 
County Fashion Showcase was the 
talk of the town, spreading each 
event across the county. 

Hair extensions went flying, 6-foot 
tall mannequin-like bodies raced across 
the hall and photographers bundled 
near the end of the catwalk flashed 
their cameras. The typical madness 
you’d expect to find at a fashion show. 

Behind the scenes and glamour was 
founder of the OC Fashion Showcase, 
as well as designer of her own line, 
Deanna Hodges. 

The reigning designer from Los An-
geles, a Florida-native, wanted to ex-
pose fashion week in Orange County. 

“I started fashion week in Orange 
County and it’s getting pretty big,” 
said Hodges. 

Adding that she’s not trying to take 
away from the Los Angeles fashion 
scene, but add to it. 

Not only does the showcase 
bring fashion to the county, it also 
helps raise money for charities. One 
in particular is the Orange County 
Fashion Trade Association, which 
was founded by Hodges. 

Profits from the events go to the 
scholarship fund aiding students in-
volved in the creative arts.  

“We really want to support the arts. 
The world would be really dull without 
the creative arts,” Hodges said. 

Circling the studio, radiating exu-
berance and setting the energy at Fri-
day night’s Beach and Action Sports 
themed event in Costa Mesa’s Chuck 
Jones Center for Creativity, was pro-
ducer of the event (and designer of his 
own swimsuit line) Parris Harris.

 Harris has worked to produce ex-
clusive fashion shows across the United 
States, casting models, photographers, 
DJs, designers and everything involved 
in putting on a showcase. 

Watching Harris work his magic 
Friday night, from instructing the 
models on the catwalk to meeting with 

the planning committee, to taking 
photos with the events’ guests, demon-
strated the epitome of a fashion guru. 

“The world of fashion is in me,” 
Harris snapped, before jolting off 
backstage moments before the show 
was about to start. 

First to hit the runway was surf-life-
style clothing brand URT, named after 
the sound a sea lion makes.

“It’s a brand based on our love 
for the ocean and our pure love 
for everything that goes along with 
it,” said Spencer Row, a URT street 
team member. 

URT’s models pranced the catwalk 
barefoot and in flip flops, showcasing 
URT’s laid-back attitude with clas-
sic, simple T-shirts and tanks with 
the brand’s sea lion logo. URT ended 
its segment with a bold look, which 
featured an all-over-print palm tree/
flower button-up shirt and a unique 
straw-like bowtie. 

Next was Brit Boy Fashions that 
proved every season is swimwear ap-
propriate in Orange County. 

Brit Boy showcased bikinis layered 
with utilitarian jackets, as well as day-
to-night transitional beachwear attire. 

Following the swimsuit line was 
Miss Jumpin, which exhibited various 
types of one-piece garments such as 
jumpsuits, overalls and rompers. 

The jumpsuits gave a whole new 
definition for one-piece outfits. 

Instead of a casual summery-breezy 
floral romper, Miss Jumpin has elegant 
and vibrant-colored garments that tout 
designer Marissa Lewis’ classy and so-
phisticated style. 

Before the next designs hit the stage, 
host of night two of the OC Fashion 
Showcase, Sam Sarpong (actor and 
model for brands such as Mandela and 
Polo), called a break and encouraged 

attendees to check out the vendors. 
Satisfying the crowd’s sweet tooth 

was Bubba Sweets cupcakes of Hun-
tington Beach.  

Informally known as “Bubba 
McGee,” the co-founder of the cup-
cakery passed out her infamous cup-
cakes on a decadent vintage display. 
A few flavors included a strawberry-
filled cupcake called “Katy Perry” 
and a maple caramelized bacon cup-
cake called “Obamanation.” 

Syrup Swimwear broke out all the 
stops in swimwear.  Syrup designer 
Aaron Fust showed off his European 
flare through his feminine, sexy swim-
suit pieces. 

A part of the show that was a more 
familiar brand that closed off the fash-
ion segment was Quiksilver. The brand 
is famously known for the surfboard-
riding lifestyle apparel and producing 
other brands such as Que, Pirate Surf, 
Raisins and Roxy. 

Quiksilver displayed their authentic 
signature beachwear looks suitable for 
any season in Orange County. Mod-
els in board shorts, that could be mis-
taken for a chambray material, strutted 
down the catwalk giving the illusion of 
a more formal attire.  Quiksilver’s state-
ment piece was a breezy chiffon red 
dress with a triangular back cutout. 

This is only the fourth year Orange 
County has held fashion week but it’s 
only the beginning. 

Guest appearances from season 10’s 
Project Runway contestant Alicia Hard-
estry and Sports Illustrated supermodel 
Sabrina Barnett has helped with the 
showcase’s success. 

“We have a lot of really great people 
that are supporting fashion week that 
just want to be a part of it and it’s been 
growing a lot,” Hodges said. “Some-
body just had to get it started.”

The Murphys dropkick 
the Santa Ana Observatory 

Lead singer Al Barr, who joined the band in 1998, 
is the only member who is not of Irish ancestry.

Courtesy of MCT

A model sports a Miss Jumpin sequined hooded jumpsuit by 
designer Marissa Lewis at the Chuck Jone’s Center for Creativity.

WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

The band continues their tour to promote 
Signed and Sealed in Blood, out January 

SIMA SARRAF
Daily Titan

Models strut the catwalk in beachwear designs at the fourth annual Orange County Fashion Showcase.
 WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

Fashion Showcase 
prances for charity
Established and emerging 
designers support OC 
community organizations

KYMBERLIE ESTRADA
Daily Titan

DIRECTOR: No longer shaken or stirred
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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4900
Health/Beauty Services

“The Color Specialists”

Special Offer
Color, Haircut, and Style 

$60.00
Visit me on my Facebook

Febe Hairstylist
For appointment please 
call @ (714) 606-5547

Aries (March 21-April 19) Watch what you say for the 
next three weeks. Listening is extra profitable, and actions 
speak louder than words. You can take new ground.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Stay in close contact with 
partners for maximum benefit. Let them know what you 
need. Go over the paperwork carefully before choosing.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Your mind is more on enlightenment 
than work. Streamline procedures for awhile; know exactly 
what you’re spending. Accept an unusual, lucrative assignment.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Grasp a fast-breaking opportunity; 
the pace is picking up. You’re exceptionally creative and per-
suasive. Clean up. Monitor liquid intake. Love finds a way.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Openly state your ideas without sar-
castic criticism. Get clear before speaking. Use your network. 
Let your partner set the schedule. Take another approach.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Your ability to concentrate is 
enhanced. Get into a good book, or investigate a new 
invention. Focus on home. There’s genius in the chaos.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Concentrate on your studies. Use 
imagination, not work, to profit. Discuss the situation with a 
co-worker. For about three weeks, find ways to work smarter.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Take a romantic adventure. Watch 
your words as you make personal decisions. Gather information, 
and listen to all considerations. Fill orders and rake in money.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Commune with your inner muse. 
Don’t abandon an idea just because it’s too expensive. Launching 
is good. Tone down the celebration. Embrace a surprise.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Your imagination goes wild 
over the next two days. Take care; it could get expensive. 
Meet to work out strategy. Intensive team effort is required.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Friends offer comfort and advice. 
Follow a hunch and dig deeper for an interesting discovery. 
Explore the possibilities. Choose your path after consideration.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Review the backstory this 
week. Get organized, and keep track of cash. You’ll gain 
spiritual understanding for the next three weeks. Social 
events capture your attention. Follow your intuition.

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

Jobs
Earn $1000-$3200 a month to drive our brand new cars 

with ads. www.VehiclePay.com
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I can finally shout to the world 
that my decompression back ther-
apy has concluded and I am a free 
woman for the most part.

The best thing about being done 
with therapy is that I’m healed. I 
can work a full day without com-
plaining about terrible aches and 
pains in my neck. 

I can sit in a chair longer than 
two hours at a time. 

Most importantly, I can start ex-
ercising. 

Except getting back into the rou-
tine of exercising is going to be a 
challenge in itself. 

I thought I would celebrate my 
first day of “freedom” by taking the 
stairs to the sixth floor of College 
Park rather than the elevator. I wish 
I could say that as I stepped off the 
last stair and in through the door, I 
threw my hands up in victory. In-
stead, I had to regain my composure 
and make my way to the nearest wa-
ter fountain before I keeled over. 

My completely pathetic attempt 
at burning a couple extra calories 
has made me realize I need to imple-
ment a plan of action if I’m going to 
kick my body back into shape. 

On days that I attend class, I’m 
going to make sure I never take an 
elevator again, or an escalator. Park-
ing far from campus will no longer 
be a nuisance, but an opportunity 
to shed a few more calories. 

When I go into work (as a cashier 
in a grocery store), I will fill my 
down time with lunges behind my 
register and lifting packs of water or 
other bulky grocery items nearby, 
no matter how many jokes my cus-
tomers can come up with. 

On days that I actually get to spend 
at home, I’m going to thank my awe-
some roommate each and every day 
for taking my labrador running with 
him up the trails nearby my house. 
Then I will eventually thank my lab-
rador for taking ME running rather 
than the other way around. 

I’m especially excited that the 
conclusion of my therapy came at 
the start of snowboarding season. 
Having gone almost every weekend 
last winter, I was desperately pray-
ing that I would be able to resume 
my favorite snow sport without any 
restraints from my injuries. 

There’s no greater feeling than 
gliding down a mountain and lis-
tening to the pleasant sound of 
snow being carved out from under 
my board. I’m thankful for the fact 
that I can experience this once again 
without any restrictions.

As for the paleo diet, I’m still 
incorporating it into almost every 
meal. I’m a woman who has fallen 
in love with vegetables and coconut 
milk without a possible change of 
heart happening anywhere in the 
near future. I’ve even jumped on 
board the bandwagon and created 
my own blog filled with successful 
recipes that I’ve come up with dur-
ing this semester. 

One of the best feelings is receiv-
ing a compliment based off pure 
hard work. A couple weeks ago my 
grandmother pulled me aside and 
told me that not only do I look 
thinner, but I look healthier, the 
more important of the two. 

After several disc bulges in my 
neck and upper back, and months of 
not being able to implement exercise 
into my daily routine, health has sud-
denly become a priority in my life. 

I no longer care so much about 
my weight or how long my hair is. 
If I can wake up every morning and 
just feel good, mentally and physi-
cally, then that’s all that matters.

Back to Basics
LOREN MANNING

Decompressed 
and at her best

Broke. Fast-Paced. Unhealthy.  These few 
words describe the typical life of a college stu-
dent.  With deadlines to be reached, work to be 
completed and tasks given at a constant, students 
eat what is easily accessible and consumes little 
of their time. These products tend to be the fast-
food offered in the food court of the Titan Stu-
dent Union, a bag of chips taken off the shelf at 
home when in a hurry, a soda from Carl’s Jr. or 
the foods offered in the Gastronome. Sadly many 
of these choices have little nutritional value and 
are not of the best quality to eat. 

Kalika Slevcove, a 19-year-old criminal jus-
tice major living in the dorms, said she mainly 
sticks to the food in the Gastronome for most 
meals throughout the week. 

“I have three to four meals a day (in the Gas-
tronome).  Well it’s more like three main meals 
and then snacks here and there,” said Slevcove. 

Living off campus proves to mean fewer 
meals bought at school for Jenna Milnik, a 
20-year-old philosophy major.

“For the past few weeks, I’ve gone (to the 
food court) at least once a week,” said Milnik, 
but she said her easiest meal to make is cup of 
noodles, a choice high in sodium.      

CSUF health educator Darany Hoang said 
she sees fried foods, processed with lots of 
sugar, salt and preservatives, as the main un-
healthy food choices of many college students.

What are the best options for students to 
maintain a healthy eating lifestyle on a college 
budget? Eating healthier while on a college 
budget shouldn’t be impossible.

When shopping in grocery stores stick to 
the foods on the outside of the store as op-
posed to the middle aisles. Typically foods 
found along the aisles inside grocery stores 
are processed. 

Found on the outskirts of grocery stores are 
fresh produce, meats, and most natural foods.  
Find main food purchases here. Lettuce most 
times is a little over a dollar if not less and 
other fresh vegetables can be found at very 
convenient prices as well.  Mix these vegeta-
bles together to make a healthy salad for a low 
price with leftovers for future meals. 

Also found here are fresh fruits that are easy 
to eat in a hurry.  “Go seasonal with fruits and 
veggies or frozen sale items,” said Hoang. 

Fruits in season cost less because there are 
less traveling costs for the foods.

If venturing through the aisles of the store, 
buy products labeled “whole wheat” such as 
whole wheat bread or pasta.  Whole grains are 
found to have more dietary fibers than most pro-
cessed grains making them better for the body, 
according to the American Heart Association.  

Hoang suggests to buy bulk or sale items 
on whole grains like brown rice, oats, whole 
wheat pasta, and lean proteins.

Substituting whole wheat pasta with fresh 
cut tomatoes could make for a healthy spa-
ghetti dinner.

Additionally students can shop for healthy 
food choices at the nearest California Certi-
fied Farmer’s Markets.  Located near CSUF, 
a farmer’s market is held in Fullerton at 801 
West Valencia Drive on Wednesdays from 8 
a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 

When eating in the Gastronome there are 

still ways to be healthy. There are options like 
the salad bar and other freshly made products.

A key to a healthier college student diet is 
by limiting fast food outings to as little as pos-
sible. Milnik said she eats out at least once a 
week at sit-down or fast food restaurants.

“If I don’t feel like making anything, fast 
food is easy, accessible, and cheap,” said Milnik. 

Instead of fast food, an alternative is fresh 
foods such as raw nuts to suffice cravings. 

Eating healthy on a budget can be acquired 
through simple choices in eating habits.

Hoang said that a healthier diet could ul-
timately lead to a better lifestyle and future 
past college.

“(Eating) lean proteins like chicken breast, 
raw nuts and legumes and beans, whole grains, 
fresh veggies and fruits,” Hoang said. 

With just a few changes in diet, one can 
make broke, fast-paced and healthy define the 
college student lifestyle.

Mimoe Yonekawa, 19, an undeclared sophomore puts carrots on her salad while eating at 
the Gastronome. Besides the salad bar, other healthy options are also offered.

ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan

Keeping a healthy college diet
REBEKAH PENNER

For the Daily Titan


