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President Mildred García, Ph.D., and other university officials discuss the effects of Proposition 30 with students Tuesday in the Quad. 
WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan

Democrats secured 25 out of 40 
seats in the state Senate and 54 out 
of 80 positions in the state Assem-
bly, delivering control of Califor-
nia’s post-election budget almost 
entirely into the state’s left hand.

Although California is known 
for being a faithfully blue state, the 
2012 election gave the Democrats 
a supermajority in the state legis-
lature for the first time for either 
party in 80 years.

This two-thirds supermajority 
takes veto power away from Repub-
licans, which has given them au-
thority to choke tax increases. 

In the past, the Republicans’ veto 
power has caused the state Senate to 
become deadlocked on budget de-

cisions for the state, causing delays 
which resulted in budget stalemates. 
Now, Democrats have dominion in 
the legislature, positioning them 
in a state of complete control over 
California’s budget and policies.

Cal State Fullerton associate po-
litical science professor Matthew 
Jarvis, Ph.D., said he believes that 
with the economy on the upswing 
and with the passage of Proposi-
tion 30, Democrats are unlikely to 
raise taxes any further in the com-
ing year.

“Let’s not pretend this is a sur-
plus and there’s money raining from 
the sky, but the Democrats will ba-
sically have the budget they want 
and I don’t think they’ll want to 
pass a tax increase just after voters 
voted for one,” said Jarvis. “I don’t 
think they’ll want to increase taxes 
in addition to (Proposition 30). So 
I don’t really see much changing.”

MONEY BACK NOT GUARANTEED

The votes have been in since early Novem-
ber and Proposition 30’s benefits are now a 
reality to faculty and students at Cal State 
Fullerton. However, many CSUF students 
are still unclear on the policy of the refunds 
and fee reductions that will affect their tu-
ition and wallets. 

Students have been notified of the reduc-
tion of fees for the Spring 2013 semester, but 
there are still misconceptions as to the criteria 

that will determine a refund. 
Berenecea Eanes, vice president of student 

affairs, said she was confident that students 
had all the necessary information for Proposi-
tion 30 refunds due to the efforts of numer-
ous emails and posts to CSUF’s main website. 

“I don’t get the impression that students 
are not informed and don’t know the process 
and how to get their refund and what the 
amount is,” said Eanes. “There has been a lot 
of effort to get the students this information 
… There is a comprehensive communication 
plan for students.” 

A frequently-asked-questions section for 
Proposition 30 is available for students with 
questions who will and who will not receive 
financial aid on CSUF’s financial aid website. 

Some students might be surprised to know 
that while Proposition 30 has passed and tu-
ition will not be raised yet, not everyone will 
receive a refund.

According to the website, students who re-
ceive Cal Grants A or B or State University 
Grants are not eligible for refund.

Details remain foggy
Many students unaware of Friday deadline for refund request form

RAYMOND MENDOZA
Daily Titan
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STATE | Politics

California 
turns darker 
shade of blue
Democrats achieve super-
majority in state Capitol 
for first time in 80 years

ADREANA YOUNG
Daily Titan
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Race relations 
forum planned

CAMPUS | Melting pot

Crime, carousels, carnivals, love, abandon-
ment and heartbreak. 

Carousel opens on Nov. 30, and it’s a remark-
able production that you will not want to miss. 

Under the direction of Eve Himmelheber, 
Carousel is the story of redemption for the charis-
matic and carefree Billy Bigelow. 

“Billy Bigelow is a charming, boastful carousel 
barker. Before the action of the play, he spends 
his days working on the carousel, flirting with 
girls and drinking beer. All of this changes the 
night he meets Julie and loses his job,” said Ke-
aton Williams, who plays Billy Bigelow. 

Bigelow’s lifestyle changes dramatically soon 
after his marriage, taking a toll on his happiness. 

“Billy’s charm and passion for life seems all but 
gone. It becomes obvious that Billy is stuck be-
tween the life that he once had and the woman 
that he married,” Williams said.  

Still, with his devil-may-care sense of living, 
Bigelow finds himself in trouble, to say the least, 
and is given his chance at setting things straight. 

“Billy isn’t a bad guy,” Williams said. “He is 
just extremely unhappy with his circumstances.”

Bigelow is a flawed hero, at best, but his hu-
manity and passion is what makes him such a 
compelling character, and more importantly, a 
relatable character. 

“Once he (Bigelow) decides he is going to do 
something, he is sure that he can do it and pur-
sues it with all of his being. Sometimes this leads 
him to positive choices, sometimes to negative, 
but in the end I respect his perseverance,” Wil-
liams said. “Not many people have that kind of 
resilience.”  

This play explores the most humanistic in-
stincts when people are thrown in the conflict of 
love and ambition. 

“This is a show that I can honestly say has 
moved me to tears at every stage: when I first 

saw it, when I heard it, read it, and watch it in 
rehearsals,” said Himmelheber. “The music is ex-
quisite—arguably Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
finest work ever.” 

The story in Carousel is not the typical happy-
go-lucky love story that many plays tend to offer. 
This play has become a favorite for the rawness 
and realism in the themes, which is what makes 
any play successful when communicating a pro-
found message to the audience. 

“We find ourselves rooting for a social under-
dog. Even though he has a couple of unlikable 
traits,” Himmelheber said on the character of 
Billy Bigelow. 

A soaring love story of Billy Bigelow, the social underdog of the production, who the 
audience cannot help but root for.  (Above) William Hoshida, Audrey Curd and Tim Fitzsimons. 

Courtesy of the CSUF Department of Theatre and Dance

DETOUR | Circling heartbreak

A dose of 
reality in  
Carousel
The production, based on redemption, 
debuts Nov. 30 at Cal State Fullerton’s 
Little Theatre and runs until Dec. 16

DEANNA TROMBLEY
For the Daily Titan

 SEE THEATRE, 6

A free forum, “Why Race and 
Culture Still Matter In Education,” 
will take place in the Portola Pavil-
ion Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.

The event will be hosted by Cal 
State Fullerton’s Researchers and 
Critical Educators, a faculty orga-
nization, and the California chapter 
of the National Association for Mul-
ticultural Education, with support 
from the College of Education’s de-
partments of secondary education; 
elementary and bilingual education; 
and reading and special education. 

The experience was designed to 
explain the role race still plays in 
today’s higher education landscape. 

Opening remarks are scheduled 
to be made by Miguel Zavala, a 
CSUF assistant secondary educa-
tion professor.

“Race and race relations are as 
pertinent today in understanding 
the schooling of black and Latino 
youth as they were before Brown v. 
Board of Education, the landmark 
case that dismantled segregated 
schools,” said Zavala about the need 
for forums like this one in today’s 

society in a statement.
Zavala has a Ph.D. in curriculum 

and instruction from UCLA and an 
M.S. in sociology of education from 
Cornell University.

Graduate student Amy Largar-
ticha, 24, pursuing a master’s of 
science in higher education, also 
thinks that discussions about race 
relations are important to have on 
college campuses as well as other 
venues.

She said she believes that conver-
sations about uneven demographics 
on the CSUF campus is a forum for 
bringing about awareness.

“It’s important to give special at-
tention to underrepresented and 
underserved student populations,” 
Largarticha said. 

She said that in a financially-
strapped time period like now, certain 
vital parts of campus are threatened.

“It’s also important to have a hub 
or a center where these types of re-
sources are offered,”  Largarticha said. 
“Cal State Fullerton has an African-
American Resource Center, Asian Pa-
cific American Resource Center, LG-
BTQ Resource Center, and Chicano/
Chicana Resource Center. I think 
when budget cuts threaten these spe-
cialized programs, it’s important to 
work hard to keep them alive.”   

Experts prepare to discuss  
the relevance of race and 
culture in higher educaiton

NICHOLAS RUIZ
Daily Titan
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DEMOCRAT CONTROL
State Senate

25 out of 40 seats

State Assembly
54 out of 80 seats

SUPERMAJORITY for the 
first time in 80 years
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Campus police are teaming up 
with a Santa Ana-based nonprofit 
organization and Cal State Fuller-
ton students to brighten the holi-
days to those in need.

Donations of canned food to 
benefit homeless individuals and 
families taking part in programs 
offered by the homeless services 
organization Mercy House, ac-
cording to CSUF campus police.

Donations are being accepted 
24 hours at the CSUF University 
Police through 7 p.m. Dec. 15.

Items sought include canned 
vegetables, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, yams, stuffing, sugar, 
brown sugar, pie filling and crust, 
marshmallows, canned ham, rolls, 
cookie and cake mix, tuna, cereal, 
peanut butter, jelly, beans, rice, 
juice, ziplock bags and grocery 
store gift cards.

“Mercy House provides hous-
ing and comprehensive supportive 
services for a variety of homeless 
populations which includes fami-
lies, adult men and women, moth-
ers and their children, persons 
living with HIV/AIDS, individuals 
overcoming substance addictions 
and some who are physically and 
mentally disabled,” according to 
the organization’s website.

For more information, con-
tact Officer K. Cappuccio at 
(657) 278-2515, or via email at 
kcappuccio@fullerton.edu.

Brief by BRIAN DAY

More than 100 workers were 
killed and at least 200 were in-
jured in a clothing factory fire in 
Bangladesh this past weekend, 
according to CNN.

The fires that occurred Satur-
day and Monday are believe to 
be “planned arson,” according 
to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.

Links to the fire have not been 
found and authorities are still 
uncertain of how the factories 
caught on fire.

All apparel factories closed 
Tuesday as special prayers were 
offered at mosques, churches 
and temples for the mourning of 
those killed in the fire.

Thousands of workers from 
several clothing factories pro-
tested Monday demanding 
compensation and investigation 
into what happened.

Brief by KYMBERLIE ESTRADA

Renowned political cartoon-
ist Patrick Oliphant is hosting 
a discussion next week at the 
Fullerton Museum Center, city 
officials said.

The artist, described by the 
New York Times as the “most in-
fluential cartoonist now working,” 
will make a rare personal appear-
ance at 7 p.m. Dec. 8.

He will discuss current issues, 
along with his work, “Leadership: 
Oliphant Cartoons and Sculp-
tures from the Bush Years.”

The exhibit will be on display 
to the public at the museum, 
301 N. Pomona Ave. in Down-
town Fullerton, through Jan. 6.

“On display are his original ink 
drawings, sketches, prints and 
sculptures from 2001-2009 as 
well as a sampling of the artist’s 
more recent work,” according to 
the statement.

Seating for “An Evening with 
Patrick Oliphant” is limited and 
early reservations are recom-
mended. Tickets are $12 for the 
general public and $10 for Ful-
lerton Museum Center members.

For more information or to 
make reservations, contact the 
Fullerton Museum Center at 
(714) 738-6545.

Brief by BRIAN DAY

DTBRIEFS
Food donated for 

the holidays

Workers die in 
apparel factory fire

Cartoonist to visit 
local museum

Because of Proposition 30’s tax 
jump, the supermajority gained by 
Democrats may not be as necessary 
in the next year, Jarvis said.

Gov. Jerry Brown, who authored 
the measure, has claimed that there 
will be no more tax increases for 
the 2013-2014 year.

“I do think that the governor has 
already indicated he is going to do 
his best to hold the line against ad-
ditional tax increases, and of course 
with all things we’ll see how it goes,” 
said Elizabeth Ashford, a spokes-
woman for the governor’s office.

According to another Brown 
spokesman, Sam Chiu, Brown plans 
to proceed with this new superma-
jority legislature as he has with pre-
vious legislations, and will continue 
to focus on education and finding 
alternative ways to fund higher edu-
cation and public schools.

With an increasingly polarizing 
political sphere and a widening 

gap between the Republican and 
Democratic parties, the two-thirds 
majority gives some on both sides 
of the political spectrum hope that 
more decisions will be made and 
more action will take place within 
the state’s politics.

Jonathan Wong, a political sci-
ence major, believes the new su-
permajority could bring swifter 
action and will allow for more 
policies and budget decisions to 
be implemented.

“I guess you can say I’m a little 
bit hopeful, because maybe some-
thing will get done now. I mean 
we’ve been deadlocked for a long 
time now because neither party 
can agree on anything, so maybe 
this will be a chance for them to 
get something done,” said Wong, 
also an intern with Assemblyman 
Chris Norby’s office.

Although Wong does not speak 
for Norby’s office, he believes that 
the Democrats’ two-thirds ma-
jority has the potential of being 

a positive force for the future of 
California.

“The whole point of govern-
ment is to find a way to com-
promise between two parties and 
obviously that hasn’t happened,” 
Wong said. “But the fact that we 
can get something moving now 
and I think the Republican party 
recognizes what they have to do to 
fix things in California specifically 
means that in the long run this 
might be a good thing.”

Although Jarvis said he believes 
the supermajority legislature will 
not have a large impact for now, he 
said he feels that if the Democrats 
can retain the two-thirds majority 
in two or three years, that is when 
the real change will occur.

If the economy continues to 
improve, California may begin to 
see a surplus in revenue where a 
supermajority for the Democrats 
would mean a greater difference in 
spending on social programs and 
public education.

Democrats take two-thirds majority in the California state Senate and Assembly in the 2012 election.
Courtesy of MCT

MAJORITY: Dems dominate
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FOR THE RECORD: In Tuesday’s story about the Orange County Transportation Authority, “OCTA votes to 
hike bus fares as much as $1,” the Transportation Development Act actually receives funding from the state and 
passengers are required to pay 20 percent of the cost to operate the service with their fares, according to OCTA 
media relations. Also, half of OCTA’s $267 million bus operating budget, not the overall budget, is directed by the 
state’s Transportation Development Act. OCTA does not pay 20 percent of fare revenues to the state. Because the 
bus program is heavily subsidized, passengers pay 20 percent of the total cost to operate the service with their fares.

Francisco G. Cigarroa
Texas Tech University system $757,740

Kent R. Hance
University of Texas system $751,680

Robert H. Bruininks
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities $747,955

John C. Hitt
University of Central Florida $741,500

Charlies W. Steger
Virginia Tech $738,603

E. Gordon Gee
Ohio State University $1,992,221

Michael D. McKinney
Texas A&M University system $1,966,347

Graham B. Spanier
Pennsylvania State University $1,068,763

Lee T. Todd Jr.
University of Kentucky $972,106

Mary Sue Coleman
University of Michigan system $845,105

Against the wishes of Gov. Jerry Brown, the new UC Berkeley Chancellor 
Nicholas B. Dirks will be receiving a pay raise of $50,000, or 11.4 percent.

This brings Dirk’s annual pay to $486,000, which is $14,000 less than he is 
currently making as an administrator at Columbia University.

Though the money for the increase will not be coming from the state, Brown, who 
is one of the University of California regents who vote on such matters, believes 
that such an increase is not appropriate for the position, given the University of 
California’s current circumstances.

Dirk will be succeeding Robert J. Birgeneau, who has been the UC Berkeley 
chancellor for the past eight years.

TOP PRESIDENTIAL 
SALARIES

SOURCE: CHRONICLE.COM

(in 2011)
Brief by JONATHAN WINSLOW
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Cecilia Schouwe, director of finan-
cial aid for CSUF, is aware that while 
students are receiving the benefit of 
lowered tuition for the spring 2013 
semester, there is still a misconcep-
tion on the tuition refunds based on 
financial aid.

 Based on the notion that Propo-
sition 30 gives a tuition refund to 
students who paid tuition, students 
who receive financial aid would not 
receive a refund since the state already 
pays for their tuition.

“The students that got the Cal 
Grant A or Cal Grant B did not pay 
for their fees. What (students) see is 
fees go down: ‘I get a refund.’ I un-
derstand that’s a one to one correla-
tion that people had in mind. Those 
people that did pay their fees are get-
ting a credit,” Schouwe said. “If you 
asked a student who didn’t have a 
Cal Grant or State University Grant 
whether they’re getting a refund, then 
their perspective might be a little dif-
ferent.”

Katie Ayala, executive vice presi-
dent of Associated Students Inc. and 
financial aid officer for the California 
State Student Association (CSSA), said 
that while the initial announcement 
of Proposition 30’s benefits sounded 
great, the specifics concerning financial 
aid in general can be a little confusing 
to the average CSUF student. 

“I met with the director of finan-
cial aid at the Chancellor’s Office and 

he gave me a break down (on Propo-
sition 30’s tuition refund) and they’re 
so dry, no student is ever going to 
understand all of this information,” 
said Ayala. “So what I decided to do 
with CSSA is we’re making a pam-
phlet that students can understand 
financial aid all the pell grants and 
Cal Grants A and B and they can un-
derstand it in a one-page document.”

Students like Victoria Barbante, a 
criminal justice major, were notified 
not only through her Fullerton email, 
but also through her normal email 
address. However, even with the nu-
merous emails she received, Barbante 
said they were vague.

Even though efforts have been 
made by ASI and the CSUF faculty, 
there are still a number of students 
who are unaware of what Proposition 
30 means in terms of tuition and the 
process of requesting a refund.

Jasmine Avina, undeclared, was 
aware that tuition would decrease 
because of Proposition 30, but did 
not know that students could request 
a refund check. Avina then said that 
the school could do more to inform 
CSUF students about financial aid 
issues.

“I didn’t know because I thought it 
was for students who were not return-
ing (to CSUF) like seniors,” said Avina.

With the semester coming to a 
close, stress levels peak and students 
struggle to rest as they put in their 
final efforts. The library is full of last-
ditch efforts by students to finalize 
projects, study for tests and nap.

Only 12 percent of CSUF stu-
dents report getting enough sleep to 
make themselves feel rested for six to 
seven days a week, something which 
hurts the academic abilities of many, 
but the Student Health and Counsel-
ing Center (SHCC) plans to change 
that, along with curtailing any other 
forms of anxiety with a full schedule 
of stress-reduction events.

An event called “Take a Nap on 
Campus!” running until Dec. 6, where 
students can make their way to the 
Begovich Gallery, in the Visual Arts 
Building, and use one of several beds 
that are provided to take a nap. Naps 
are limited to 30 minutes to not inter-
fere with any nighttime sleep.

Nari Darst, a SHCC health edu-
cator, said this event is the first of its 
kind, and that it stems from research 
done in the past few years on student 
health issues provided by anonymous 
students reports. This college assess-
ment is known as the National Col-
lege Health Assessment (NCHA).

“Students select from a list of 
health problems, such as anxiety, cold 
and flu, or alcohol use or stress lev-

els ... they select any of those options 
that had led them to missing a class 
or getting a lower grade in the last 12 
months,” said Darst.

With the assessment showing rates 
of anxiety amongst students steadily 
rising by half a percent from 2008 to 
2010, and depression rising almost 3 
percent, there was reason to look for 
how schools can help. A NCHA as-
sessment this year showed the num-
ber one reason behind difficulty with 
school was stress, and number three 
was sleep, according to Darst.

Although this is the first time 
that “Take a Nap on Campus” has 
been an event, some students have 
dealt with the stressful semester in 
their own way.

Kali Hoang, 19, a student vol-
unteer for the SHCC, spoke of 
usually going to the Drop-In 
Yoga classes provided at the Stu-
dent Recreation Center, but still 
thought highly of the nap area.

“I think it’s cool that there’s a 
place for you to actually sleep on 
campus, because otherwise people 
will just sleep in the library, which 
is rather uncomfortable, or they’ll 
sleep in their car ... That’s what I 
used to do,” Hoang said.

Nicole Weave, 21, a communica-
tions major, noted how the end of 
the semester is often a stressful time 
for her, and that she normally uses 
her own time and resources off cam-
pus to let go of stress. However, she 

thought highly of the first stress re-
duction event Tuesday, called “Pup-
py Playtime.” The event was held in 
conjunction with Paws 4 Healing 
and let students pet dogs and rabbits 
as a way to calm themselves. 

“I have always known that animals 
can bring a lot of healing, so it felt 
nice to be around them,” said Weave. 
“I would definitely say it lowered my 
stress. I think if they would have had 
lots of puppies instead of old dogs it 
would have been better.”

Although she felt that teachers 
could often have a more positive 
attitude towards students during 
this already stressful time, she be-
lieved that the school is headed in 
the right direction sponsoring more 
events like “Take a Nap.”

There will be three more events un-
til Dec. 6. “Relaxation Techniques,” 
hosted by Darst, will let students 
identify stress triggers and learn basic 
relaxation techniques.

The last two will be guided by 
Counseling and Psychological Ser-
vices, and will include “Meditation 
for Beginners,” which will demon-
strate how students can incorporate 
meditation into their daily lives and 
improve factors such as stress and 
insomnia, and “Guided Imagery for 
Relaxation,” which will focus on us-
ing imagination to alleviate stress. 

Students are encouraged to visit 
the Student Health and Counseling 
Center website for more information.

After the introduction, students will present spoken-word 
performances concerning the topics of race, culture and 
identity in education that were developed in a course. 

The main event is the keynote address from Tyrone How-
ard, UCLA professor and the director of both Center X and 
the Black Male Institute. 

Center X of UCLA is meant to serve disadvantaged stu-
dents in Los Angeles and provide tools to professors and 
teachers that are dedicated to social justice and providing 
education to low-income areas.  

The Black Male Institute is designed to enrich the educa-
tional experience and life chances for black men. The group 
holds workshops on the UCLA campus to prepare young 
black males for the college experience. 

Howard will discuss why race and culture still matter 
in education for historically marginalized groups, such as 

blacks and Latinos.
He said he is looking forward to his address and what at-

tendees will gain from the forum. Whether or not they end 
up agreeing with him, he said his main goal is to help others 
learn something new. 

“It’s an honor and a privilege and it’s really humbling on 
some levels because I went to college in Orange County. I 
went to UCI and my brother went to Cal State Fullerton, so 
I am familiar with the area. This is really something I take to 
heart,” said Howard.    

He will also host a book signing after his address, the 
event sponsors will be giving out a limited number of copies 
of his book.

“Part of what I hope people will walk away from the event 
with is some sense of how we all need to collectively think, 
act and work towards creating more just, more equitable 
schools for individuals regardless of their racial, ethnic, or 
linguistic background,” Howard said.

REFUND: Not for all FORUM: ‘Keep them alive’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stress relief for the weary
GARRET YIM

Daily Titan

Spiraling prices:
The cost of hurricane relief

Vice presidents Steven Murray, Berenecea Eanes, Amir Dabirian and 
President Mildred García address students’ concerns about refunds.

WILLIAM CAMARGO / Daily Titan
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California’s prison system is one that 
is infamously known to be overcrowded 
and would explain the presence of propo-
sitions 34 and 36 on the ballot this past 
Election Day. On Nov. 6, voters in Cali-
fornia voted to keep the death penalty 
against Proposition 34, but were on board 
with tweaking the three-strikes sentencing 
law with Proposition 36. 

Currently, the three-strike law imposes 
life sentences when offenders commit a 
third serious or violent felony. With the 
passing of Proposition 36 some offenders 
will be allowed to appeal their sentences in 
cases that may not be considered as seri-
ous or violent.

Two of the main objectives that this 
proposition will put in place is to help al-
leviate the rising expense of incarceration 
and prison overcrowding.

Additionally, a recent Los Angeles 
Times article stated the Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation intends 
to begin a massive review of outstanding 
warrants. The warrants that will first be 
reviewed are of individuals who were con-
victed of nonviolent crimes. 

The article goes on to state that “over 
the next eight months, parole field offices 
across the state will be given lists of miss-
ing felons ... to review and determine if 
retaining them on parole would not be in 
the interest of justice.”

Many have expressed opposition to this 
warrant review project claiming that it can 
be considered a “mass amnesty of felons.” 
Those opposed fear that pardoning felons 
will increase crimes rates and make the 
public unsafe.

However, this warrant review project, 
along with other efforts to ease over-
crowded prisons, should not be seen as 
solely negative.

It is safe to say that California’s correc-
tions officials would like to avoid releasing 
inmates early, but the reality is that these 
efforts are being put forth to help Califor-
nia comply with a U.S. Supreme Court or-
der. This is why prisoners that stand a good 

chance of living within the laws of our na-
tion should be released early and those who 
have committed nonviolent crimes should 
not have to serve the same prison time.

Although studies have shown that in 
times of high unemployment and reces-
sion that crime rates increase, ironically in 
recent years crime rates are lower. Accord-
ing to a statistical analysis by The Disaster 
Center, California’s total amount of re-
ported crimes has decreased by more than 
17,000 incidents from 2010 to 2011.

This may be because more criminals 
are put in jail after first offenses, there-
fore leaving fewer on the streets to com-
mit crimes, but are obviously other factors 

contributing to this decrease in criminal 
activity in California  

For one it’s harder to successfully commit 
a crime without getting caught when there 
are cameras everywhere. There are cameras 
in cell phones, stores, ATMs, streets and all 
serve to create a constant deterrent. Apart 
from surveillance, crime is being prevented 
by putting in place social programs that aim 
to keep youth away from negative influ-
ences. Many law enforcement officials have 
worked with the community to develop 
programs that keep youngster engaged and 
away from criminal activity.

There is also the fact that the current 
overcrowding in prisons is a serious com-

promise to the health of inmates and our 
tax dollars. When a prison does not pro-
vide inmates with sustenance and decent 
medical care, it contradicts a concept of 
ethics and human dignity. 

It is important to understand that even 
if prisoners are released early or pardoned 
for a warrant, crime rates would not be 
dramatically affected. Many tactics have 
been put in place throughout the years to 
make the amounts of crimes committed 
does not increase. 

The mentality that everyone who com-
mits an unlawful act should serve prison 
time is not the most logical way to think, 
especially given the fact that tax dollars 

are being put forth to fund these insti-
tutions. There are other ways to punish 
offenders besides prison times. Fines, 
rehabilitation, community service are all 
good alternatives. 

Most importantly is that the urgency 
to ease overcrowding does not mean just 
any criminal will be released. For example, 
sexual offenders are excluded from being 
released early or being granted pardon 
during a warrant review. 

If the state is going to comply with 
federal requirements to reduce the prison 
population, it has to consider releasing 
good-standing inmates as well as not incar-
cerating offenders of non-serious crimes. 

Debt is something almost every-
one is familiar with. Times will be 
hard come the holiday season when 
debts begin to pile up higher and 
higher. Thankfully, Occupy Wall 
Street is back in the news and back 
in the game with a plan to help 
that now-infamous 99 percent. 

Though Occupy Wall Street has 
been out of the spotlight for some 
time, the movement’s organizers 
have returned with a plan to help 
ease the load of debt that plagues 
this nation. With their offshoot, 
Strike Debt, Occupy Wall Street 
has created the Rolling Jubilee, a 
hopeful vision that has the poten-
tial to grow into something incred-
ible. 

The Rolling Jubilee is a new plan 
to help ease debt through dona-
tions. Derived from word “jubilee” 
in the biblical sense, to erase debt 
and set free of bondage, the plan 
is to buy out debt from banks be-
fore collectors get a hold of it and 
simply do something unheard of in 
this day and age: Forgive debt. 

In these rough economic times, 
to forgive a debt, especially where 
money is involved, is a monumen-
tal deal with so many struggling 
with finances across the country. 

Who’s to say ‘no’ to a freebee, 
but although the plan sounds great 
and simple enough, how can it be 
done? 

According to an article by Busi-
nessInsider.com, Rolling Jubilee 
initially began a test run in which 
they spent  $500 to purchase 

$14,000 of distressed debt. As 
they now own the debt, and thus 
can do whatever they want with it, 
they will simply erase said debt and 
forgive it with no strings attached. 

This means people struggling to 
pay off medical bills and student 
loans can rest easy if the Rolling 
Jubilee lends them a helping hand. 

Though it is near impossible to 
buy the debt of a specific person 
(anonymous accounts are bundled 
together when purchased), obvi-
ously the more money the plan 
raises, the more people they will be 
able to help. 

The Rolling Jubilee has set an 
admirable goal that goes hand 
in hand with the spirit of both 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
Though this daring escapade may 
be nothing more than a optimistic 
dream, most miracles start with 
nothing more and often a whole 
lot less. 

This is, essentially, a noble cause. 
On Nov. 15, 2012 the project 

officially launched, making major 
strides in its first week alone. As 
of the week of Nov. 21, Rolling 
Jubilee raised a total of $368,428 
and hosted the an event called the 
“People’s Bailout,” a variety-type 
show featuring various bands, co-
medians and performers support-

ing their cause, according to the 
New Yorker. 

As of publication, Rolling Ju-
bilee has raised $433,840 so far 
to abolish a goal of $8,669,100 
of debt. And while the project has 
hosted concerts to help raise funds, 
its majority comes from the kind-
ness of strangers. Social media ser-
vices such as Facebook and Twitter 
are filled with people around the 
world supporting Strike Debt and 
the Rolling Jubilee. 

Donations can be made through 
RollingJubilee.org. The site also 
provides more information about 
how the money can help others 
and what Occupy Wall Street is 
building towards to help the na-
tion. 

Though it could be argued that 
this is simply a way for Occupy 
Wall Street to garner publicity 
and get back into headlines, the 
thought and care that went into 
the Rolling Jubilee is probably a 
tad more impressive than, let’s say, 
James Van Der Beek volunteering 
at a soup kitchen. 

In the end, the project is an act 
of charity and kindness that is rare 
sight in these times. A few bucks 
here and there may end up helping 
more than one would expect. 

After all, ‘tis the season.

The United States is facing a looming crisis, and it has 
less to do with the nation’s much-hyped fiscal cliff than with 
the continued accumulation of debt, and the true danger to 
the American economy stems from a delicate bond market 
poised to spike currently low interest rates. If the govern-
ment loses the ability to sell bonds at current rates, the eco-
nomic consequences will be far worse than  2008.

Governments around the world sell bonds in order to 
raise capital to sustain their deficit spending ways. When 
bonds are in high demand from investors, prices are high 
and interest rate yields are correspondingly low. When bond 
demand is low, prices are also low and governments must 
offer high interest rate yields to attract investors. 

When buying bonds, investors’ prime concern is the 
return of their principal, so if there is a chance of default 
and repudiation of repayment obligations, interest rates will 
shoot up to compensate for the increased assumed risk. This 
is the current predicament of several European nations such 
as Spain, Italy and Greece. Since these countries have spent 
more than they can pretend to repay, their creditors see a real 
chance of a full or partial default, thus they are reluctant to 
buy these untrustworthy governments’ debt.

At a certain point, without some sort of rescue bailout to 
relieve the pressure, these nations will be priced out of the 
bond market as a result of ultra-high interest rates, thus pro-
hibiting their governments from borrowing money. With 
no ability to borrow, a nation is bankrupt, and government 
spending is severely curtailed to that only taken in by taxes. 

Chaos and street violence soon follow.
Usually the politicians’ solution to this dilemma is to 

print their way out of debt. However, Eurozone nations 
have surrendered their sovereign right to print money, which 
necessitates either costly national bailouts or default as the 
remaining solutions to the European sovereign debt crisis. 
These indebted nations currently prefer the former while 
warily eyeing the latter.

However, massive printing-induced inflation is just an-
other form of partial default, since when governments dilute 
their currencies they only pay off a fraction of the true value 
of their original debt. Therefore interest on government 
bonds will rise even further, as lenders factor in the probabil-
ity of future inflation into their purchasing calculus. 

The federal government recently surpassed $16 trillion in 
debt, yet our 10-year treasury bond yield hovers around 1.6 
percent. Unfortunately this seeming paradox of good news is 
tempered by several factors. First, fleeing bond buyers from 
Europe are artificially floating our bonds’ prices, while low-
ering interest rate yields on U.S. debt. When the European 

crisis cools, the reverse process will occur, and the bubble 
domestic bond market will pop. 

Secondly, the Federal Reserve is stimulating bond de-
mand by buying trillions in U.S. debt, again artificially low-
ering the interest yields on bonds. If and when the Fed de-
cides to divest and sell U.S. bonds, this will flood the market 
with surplus debt, and raise interest yields.

With $16 trillion in debt and current levels of inflation, 
the average bond interest yield would only need to approach 
6 percent for the federal government to see $1 trillion annual 
interest payments on the national debt. This modest interest 
rate is almost reality in Spain and Italy, while Greek interest 
rates topped 35 percent before the country was locked out of 
the market and subsequently rescued by northern European 
economies. For the U.S., this snowballing interest would 
have to be paid off with more borrowing, much like some-
one paying off one adjustable-rate credit card with another.

Of course, with theoretically exponentially growing an-
nual deficits of $2 trillion or more, few would be willing 
to lend money to the federal government, and the market 
would be flooded with more bonds than anybody would 
buy, thus lowering their value and increasing interest rates 
even further. At a certain point this country would be locked 
out of the bond market and government deficit spending 
would become impossible.

The likely government solution to this nightmare would 
be monetization of the debt. Massive purchases of bonds by 
the Fed would lower interest rate yields, but trigger steep 
inflation as the dollar becomes diluted by this monetary ex-
pansion. This would still constitute a partial default since the 
government would only be obliged to pay back the pre-in-
flationary principal plus interest, a fraction of the true value 
of that debt. 

This would put further upward pressure interest rates and 
threaten more unpredictable calamities, the worst of which 
would be runaway inflation. Thus via debt monetization, in-
flation is the most insidious and stealthy method of taxation.

Unlike small Mediterranean countries, no entity on earth 
has either the financial ability or willingness to bail us out. 
This is the test of the current political generation; can they 
manage to get government spending under control?

The Rolling 
Jubilee will 
bail out the 
99 percent
Occupy is back with a plan 
that might just free ordinary 
Americans from their debt

PETER PHAM
Daily Titan

Bond bubble set to burst
The borrowing and spending can only go 
on for so long before interest rates spike

DANIEL BARBEAU
For the Daily Titan

The prison overcrowding conundrum
Some parolees may be off the 
hook, but there are enough 
safeguards to protect the public

IRMA WONG
Daily Titan

A recent proposed plan to alleviate prison overcrowding would review outstanding warrants for parolees, not retaining those convicted of nonviolent crimes.
Courtesy of MCT

Occupy Wall Street, in coalition with their offshoot Strike Debt, is 
already raising money to purchase debt from collectors and forgive it.

Courtesy of StrikeDebt.org

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters 

must include the sender’s first and last name. Students 
must include their majors and other writers must include 
their affiliation to the university, if applicable. Letters must 
refer to an article published within the last week. Once a 
letter is submitted it becomes property of the Daily Titan. 
Publication of letters is based on the validity of content 
and may be edited for length, grammar and spelling. 
Letters may be sent to dteditorinchief@gmail.com.
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NOW!
APPLY

Anders Howmann, Editor in Chief
dteditorinchief@gmail.com

EDITOR POSITIONS

We are currently seeking students with an 
interest in journalism to fill all editor positions 
for the Daily Titan.

If interested, please pick up an application at 
the Daily Titan newsroom (CP 670). 

Applications are available now through winter break. 

For more information, please contact:

These unlikable traits are what 
make him human, which is arguably 
a very likable revelation in itself. 

Many of the most adored char-
acters in plays and stories are the 
most flawed, frequently harboring 
traits such as vanity, pride, envy 
and violence. 

For example, Shakespeare’s 
Henry V was the charming yet 
careless Prince Hal before he be-
came king. 

These brilliant themes and com-
pelling storylines have been impres-
sively brought to life by the talented 
cast and crew of the production. 

“All our design team is students 
here (attending CSUF),” Himmel-
heber said. “They are training in 
their respective areas of design spe-
cialty, and are really at the height of 
their game in order to be assigned a 
main stage musical like this.” 

The seamless interaction between 
all members of the production has 
set a high moral and anticipation 
for the final product of Carousel. 

“They always ask ‘why not’ rather 
than ‘why’ and find inventive ways to 
make their mark in the department’s 
legacy,” Himmelheber said.  

The design and production 

team have worked hard to make 
whimsical ideas a reality, includ-
ing the creation of a carousel for 
the setting of the story, making a 
brilliant highlight for the play. 

This is no easy task that has 
been demanded by the play. 

The carousel has to work, be be-
lievable, can be used and of course 
be put away in a short period of 
time for the change of scenes. 

“The student designers have 
creatively invented an environ-
ment that helps tell the simple 
story in a simple and pure way. 
Its simplicity is elegant at points!” 
Himmelheber said.  

With the excellent work from 
the design team, and the true and 
believable acting from the cast, au-
dience members can expect to be 
whisked away into the time period 
of the late 1910s. 

Actor Keaton Williams chose 
“The Bench Scene” to be his fa-
vorite of all the scenes for the cre-
ative scene work. 

“I love the scene because it is so 
fun to accidentally fall in love with 
Julie (my co-star, Gina Velez) ev-
ery night,” said Williams. 

Making the settings believable 
isn’t the only important yet dif-
ficult task that the production 

has decided to overcome, but also 
communicating the right messages 
to the audiences. 

“I always hear people say, ‘Oh, 
isn’t Carousel the show about the 
guy who beats his wife?’ It’s so 
frustrating to me! I believe it’s a 
show about the redemption of lost 
souls, about undying love, com-
munity and the power to heal oth-
ers through selflessness,” Himmel-
heber said. 

Himmelheber has worked hard 
in making sure that the characters 
are given a fair chance to tell their 
story for the audience members to 
decide for themselves what there is 
to these complex characters. 

“I hope that our production 
finds the compassion that I believe 
the authors intended, and thus Billy 
deserves,” Himmelheber said. 

Carousel touches on strong and 
profound themes that encour-
age audience members to become 
emotionally involved. 

The CSUF Theatre Department 
has worked vigorously and pas-
sionately in delivering this story in 
a memorable and compelling way. 

So, stop by CSUF’s Little The-
atre and see what this Billy Big-
elow character is all about. Carou-
sel will run until Dec. 16.

Beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder. In this case, 
beauty means pain and the beholder is an addict. 

Throughout the test of time, high heels have 
remained dominant symbols in wardrobes and 
more recently, serves as centerpieces in women’s 
most prized obsession... I mean possession.  

High heels can be traced back to 3500 B.C. in 
ancient Egypt where pharaohs and queens used 
them to show symbols of wealth and social class.  

During the Middle Ages in Europe, “Pat-
tens” were introduced.  Pattens had detachable 
platform wooden soles with leather bands that 
elevated men and women from mud and dirt as 
they walked along the pavement.

 Following the Patten came the “Chopines,” 
invented in Turkey during the 1400s.  Chopines 
were an overly dramatic platform that rose up to 
30 inches in height.  

These were popularly worn by Venetian wom-
en to literally and figuratively tower over others.  

In the 1500s heels were produced as a single piece 
item, without the heel being a detachable piece. 

We can thank Catherine de’ Medici of France 
for wearing high heels as a fashion statement, 
rather than for its functional use.  

At the age of 14, at 5 feet tall, de’ Medici 
wore heels to establish her royal power in the 
French court.  

It wasn’t until the early 1700s when King 
Louis XIV of France, yes I said King, wore heels 
up to 5 inches that had elaborate embroidery, 
known as the “Louis heel.” 

After the French Revolution in the late 18th 
Century, Napoleon banned the shoe to ensure 
class equality among his people.  

During the Salem witch trials in colonial Massa-
chusetts, women were banned from wearing heels.  

High heels were regarded as a mark of the 
devil and those who wore them were accused 
of witchcraft. 

Fast forward to the roaring twenties where 
women wore shorter hemlines and questioned 
dominance in households.  

High heels quickly gained popularity follow-
ing the invention of the sewing machine.  

High heel shoes were now mass manufactured and 
slender heels quickly replaced blocked platforms.  

Throughout the depression and World War 
II, heels became lower and wider due to the fi-
nancial collapse and shortage of materials.  

Post-war, during the ‘50s and ‘60s, the high 
heel was once again revived by shoe designers 
Christian Dior and Roger Vivier with the in-
vention of the stiletto.  

Stiletto, meaning small dagger with a slender 
tapered blade, established the vogue stylish 
hourglass figure by influencing the 
stance of the body, chest 
and hips popping out. 

The counter-culture of 
the ‘60s, which brought 
about miniskirts and heeled 
boots, surged a feminist movement 

as heels became indications of sexual stereotyping.  
By the ‘70s, platforms were reintroduced along 

with the rise of the disco and rock movement.  
Men were once again seen rocking platforms. 

Rockers such as David Bowie and Elton John 
popularized chunky platform boots, complement-
ed by big accessories, big hair and big attitudes. 

More women welcomed high heels back into 
their wardrobes by the ‘80s. 

It was now claimed that wearing them was 
an indication of independency, rather than 
the popular belief that it was worn to cripple a 
woman’s abilities.  

Manolo Blahnik, a Spanish shoe designer, in-
creased high heels’ modern popularity in which wom-
en of Western culture have confessed their addiction. 

“Manolos” during the ‘90s became sex sym-
bols and highly coveted pieces of clothing as 
they became essential items on the catwalk.  

Carrie Bradshaw of the Sex and the City 
series, played by actress Sarah Jessica Parker, 
showed her high heel fetish in an episode when 
she refused to give up her “Blahniks” to a robber 
who had her at gunpoint. 

High heels have come a long way since their 
early years, with a variation of heel types devel-
oped over time.  

From the kitten heel to the stiletto, platform 
to the wedge, high heels remain indications of 
status, sex appeal and fashion sense. 

Recently, shoe designers have taken their high 
heel designs to towering heights.    

Pop star Lady Gaga sported Alexander Mc-
Queen 12-inch heels in her “Bad Romance” 
music video. 

Heels have prosed foot sprains, deformities 
and fractures. However, heels create the illusion 
of tallness and spark a sense of confidence to 
the wearer.  Thus, women are able to suffice the 
pain for the beauty. 

Pains of an addict: 
History of stilletos

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

THEATRE: Students design Carousel set
The carousel in the production was created by the design and production team. It was not an easy 
task since it had to work, be believeable and be able to be put away quickly for scene changes.

Courtesy of Leonard Suryajaya

New illustrations revamp a 
classic children’s science novel

A Wrinkle in Time: The Graphic 
Novel is a great way to enjoy the 
classic children’s tale which brings 
both science and science-fiction to-
gether for this illustrated version. 

The illustrator, Hope Larson, 
complements the original story for 
young children to get involved in 
this classic. 

Even without reading the original, 
Larson captures every nuance that 
children could easily spend an after-
noon ciphering through with ease. 

Fans of the original were usually 
kids who did not fit in. 

The graphic novel is an easy 
and enjoyable read down memory 
lane and makes a great gift for this 
holiday season. 

But before you sit to give it a read, 
it only takes about an hour-and-a-
half when read straight through. 

A Wrinkle in Time: The Graphic 
Novel becomes the first illustrated 
version of the classic children’s tale 
and delivers it well. 

Larson gives a genuine illustra-
tion to Madeleine L’Engle’s first 

installment of her Time Quintet. 
However, L’Engle never intend-

ed to have the story illustrated.
Reviewing the graphic novel of 

A Wrinkle in Time seems childish 
because the story is geared toward 
a younger crowd. 

Although it’s doubtful that 
many Cal State Fullerton students 
would want to read it, there is still 
cause to celebrate since it’s the 
50th anniversary for the novel. 

Larson’s rendition is not very dif-
ferent from the original, but a reader 
who has recently read it will catch 
the small differences throughout. 

Larson used her skills as a cartoon-
ist to illustrate this version of the story. 

Both novel and graphic novel 
start with the same opening words, 
“It was a dark and stormy night,” 
and then the graphic novel follows 
the original scene for scene. 

Larson is a cartoonist based out 
of Los Angeles and was honored 
with the Eisner Award in 2007 for 
her previous works. 

This is considered to be the 
highest honor in comic books and 
she does not disappoint. 

She uses a very simple color pal-
ette consisting of blue, white and 
black, which if you have read the 
original, the use of color in some 
cases is significant. 

However, she seems to catch the 
expressions of the original which 
is interpreted in the readings with 
such relevance that the color pal-
ette becomes a secondary issue. 

But the cover is deceiving as it is 
in full color.

In each of the twelve chapters, as 
in the original, the story follows the 
story of one of the first female pro-
tagonists named Meg Murry, her 
younger brother Charles Wallace 
and their friend they meet at the 
start of the story, Calvin O’Keefe.

Meg is a lanky, troublesome, 
awkward young girl. Many in her 
town are considered morons, in-
cluding Charles Wallace because 
he does not speak to anyone out-
side of his family. 

Calvin O’Keefe is considered to 
be a smart and athletic boy although 
Charles Wallace and Meg Murry are 
extremely bright young kids. 

Meg Murray, Charles Wallace and 
Calvin O’Keefe meet Mrs. Who, 
Mrs. Whatsit and Mrs. Which and 
are jet setted on an adventure across 
the universe to save Meg Murray and 
Charles Wallace’s father. 

A Wrinkle in Time: The Graphic 
Novel deserves praise. 

Hopefully for fans, Larson will 
eventually redo the whole Time 
Quintet series.

Illustration by BLANCA NAVARRO / Daily Titan

Looking back at the evolution of 
foot fashion: from Pattens to Stilletos

KYMBERLIE ESTRADA
Daily Titan

Illustrator Hope Larson and 
author Madeleine L’Engle 
teamed up for new release

ADAM ROSS
For the Daily Titan
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Aries (March 21-April 19) Be present to your luck and intel-
ligence. Start with what you know, and learn what you need. 
Associates supply bright ideas. Now’s a good time to set priorities.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) You gain a surprising advan-
tage, financially and otherwise. Go for it, while main-
taining a realistic perspective. Slow down the 
pace for a couple of days, and replenish reserves.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) It may be harder and more 
time consuming, but it will be much more reward-
ing. A spark of passion lightens up the day. Deeds 
speak louder than words, and you can move mountains!

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Entering a two-day pensive phase. 
Your ideas will reach farther, with exceptional patience. 
Your dreams are prophetic. Postpone travel for now.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Exceptional patience is required right 
now. Luckily, you have your friends when you need them. 
Continue to build up your assets, and increase your leverage.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) A change in your work routine coming 
your way. You’ll get to take on more responsibility. Or maybe not. 
Appreciate your mate’s uniqueness. Don’t ask for favors now.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) If you present a workable plan, you’ll 
accomplish it. It all starts with the first step. Technology can 
help. Make necessary changes to the design as you evolve.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Working on finances doesn’t have 
to dampen your enthusiasm. Look on the bright side, and end 
up on top. Give an unusual gift. Laugh until your sides ache.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Delegate more to others, and get 
the work done. Make time for learning something new. Intuition 
proves to be right on. Avoid distractions. Keep the faith.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) There’s more work com-
ing ... it’s no time for getting sidetracked. Just 
get things done with the help of experts, or alone.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Get rid of the trash you’ve 
been accumulating. But keep the good ideas. You 
may even find something of value as you clean up. 
Managing your time get easier. And you get busier.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Slow down and listen for the next day 
or two. Hope broadens your mind. Now is when you’re glad you 
put in the extra effort to create exemplary work. Wow yourself!
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The 2012 college football regular season is 
winding down and will conclude this week-
end with the conference championships. All 
eyes are on the Southeastern Conference 
Championship game but there are other 
marquee matchups in the world of college 
football.

The Big 10 Championship game will 
pit the Nebraska Cornhuskers (10-2, 7-1 
in Big 10) against the Wisconsin Badgers 
(7-5, 4-4 in Big Ten) at Lucas Oil Stadium 
in Indianapolis, Ind. The Michigan Wolver-
ines’ disappointing season allowed Nebraska 
to take the division by one game. Wisconsin 
however, finished third in the Leaders divi-
sion thanks to NCAA sanctions that made 
both Ohio State and Penn State ineligible for 
postseason play.

Junior quarterback Taylor Martinez is the 
Cornhusker’s biggest threat on offense. This 
season, he has accumulated 2,483 passing 
yards and is second on the team with 833 
rushing yards. He also leads the team with 29 
total touchdowns.  Leading receiver Kenny 
Bell is questionable to play however, as the 
sophomore is dealing with apparent neck 
injury.

Senior running back Montee Ball has 
played stellar all season for the Badgers, lead-
ing the team with 18 touchdown and 1,528 
rushing yards. The Heisman candidate will 
have to play great if Wisconsin looks to win 
this game. The Badgers have not had consis-
tent quarterback play all year.

Florida State (10-2, 7-1 in ACC) will go 
head-to-head against Georgia Tech (6-6, 5-3 
in ACC) in the Atlantic Coast Conference 
Championship game in the Bank of Amer-
ica Stadium in Charlotte, N.C. The Semi-
noles had aspirations of playing in the Bowl 
Championship Series National Champion-
ship but their loss last week to the Florida 
Gators put that dream out of reach. The Yel-
low Jackets are also coming in wounded, los-

ing to in-state rival Georgia 42-10 last week.
Senior quarterback EJ Manuel is Florida 

State’s unquestioned leader on offense. He 
has almost 3,000 yards passing and 25 total 
touchdowns. Their defense has played well 
this season, allowing only 15.1 points against, 
good for seventh overall in the country. 
Georgia Tech has the nation’s third ranked 
running attack at 323.3 rushing yards per 
game. The Yellow Jackets have three different 
rushers with over 600 rushing yard, includ-
ing quarterback Tevin Washington who had 
18 rushing touchdowns this season.

In a rematch of last week’s matchup, Stan-

ford (10-2, 81 in Pac 12) will take on UCLA 
(9-3, 6-3 in Pac 12)  in the Pac 12 Champi-
onship in Palo Alto, Calif. at Stanford Sta-
dium. Stanford sewed up the Pac-12 North 
Division this past Saturday with an emphatic 
35-17 win over the Bruins at the Rose Bowl. 
UCLA already had the Pac-12 South locked 
down thanks to the disappointing campaign 
put forth by USC this season.

The Cardinal is led by running back Step-
fan Taylor on offense. The senior has been 
nothing short of amazing this season, bol-
stering the offense to 1,364 rushing yards to 
go along with 11 touchdowns.

Quarterback Brett Hundley has finally 
stabilized the quarterback position for 
UCLA. The redshirt freshman has 32 to-
tal touchdowns this year, including 3,234 
passing yards and 282 rushing yards. Senior 
running back Johnathan Franklin has had a 
Heisman-worthy season, rushing for 1,506 
yards and 11 touchdowns.

The marquee matchup of the weekend 
will be Alabama (11-1, 7-1 in SEC) taking 
on Georgia (11-1, 7-1 in SEC) in the SEC 
Championship in Atlanta, Ga. Alabama has 
the best scoring defense in the country at 9.3 
points a game while Georgia has one of the 

best quarterbacks in the country at their dis-
posal in Aaron Murray. The junior has 3,201 
passing yards and 30 touchdowns this year. 
The freshman tandem of running backs in 
Todd Gurley and Keith Marshall has been 
an integral part of the Bulldogs offense. They 
have combined 1,858 rushing yards and 22 
touchdowns.

The Crimson Tide offense has been led 
by their running game who has 32 rushing 
touchdowns thus far. Junior Eddie Lacy and 
freshman T.J. Yeldon have combined for 24 
of those touchdowns while McCarron has 
thrown for 25 touchdowns.

It’s been debated all around the 
country for decades in barber shops 
and bars; which among the all-time 
greats is the greatest fighter of all-
time? Is it Joe Louis, Rocky Mar-
ciano, Muhammad Ali, Sugar Ray 
Robinson, Mike Tyson, Manny 
Pacquiao, or Floyd Mayweather? 
Now who would win if any of the 
above squared off in the ring? 

The answer is up in the air as 
differences in era and weight class-
es made it impossible for these 
fighters to ever duke it out. It’s a 
rare opportunity when you can get 
two of the top pound-for-pound 
fighters of all time that are cur-
rently competing to square off 
against one another. 

Though Mixed Martial Arts is 
a relatively new sport in the eyes 
of the mainstream sports fan, they 
have the rare opportunity to make 
one of these “super fights” hap-
pen. For weeks, there has been 
speculation and discussion of an 
MMA superfight in the corner-
stone organization of the sport, 
the Ultimate Fighting Champion-
ship. UFC president Dana White 
has made it no secret that he wants 
middleweight champion Ander-
son Silva and welterweight cham-
pion Georges St. Pierre to meet in 
a bout that would lay to rest who 
the greatest in MMA really is.

St. Pierre competed in a title 
unification bout just a week and 

a half ago against Carlos Condit at 
UFC 154, however the event was 
overshadowed by this potential 
Silva superfight. 

Speculation grew rampant as 
Silva was in the building as St. 
Pierre won his 10th fight in a row 
in dominating fashion. 

Silva has been adamant about let-
ting the world and White know that 
he wants this “super fight” to happen 
as he is nearing the end of his career. 

The middleweight champion is 
considered the No. 1 MMA fight-
er of all time and is a complete 
spectacle as he is still competing 
at a high level at 37 years old. He 
is undefeated in his last 17 fights 
and hasn’t lost since April 2006.

Since the fight, the younger St. 
Pierre has insisted that he needs 
to weigh his options as he would 
most likely need to go up to meet 
Silva at a catchweight. It seems 
like the best option is around 177 
pounds, which is seven pounds 
above his home at welterweight 
and eight pounds below Silva’s 
home at middleweight. 

St. Pierre’s trainer Firas Zahabi 
does not want him to move up in 
weight and would feel more com-
fortable with Silva dropping to the 
170 welterweight limit. 

According to MMAFighting.
com Zahabi said, “I don’t know if 
Anderson (Silva) can make 170 or 
something close to that. If Georg-

es goes up, I know he won’t be able 
to come back down.”

Regardless of what St. Pierre’s 
reservations are about fighting Sil-
va, this fight needs to happen for 
the sport’s sake. 

I believe an injury-ridden 2012 
has broke up the momentum the 
sport had as it is the “fastest grow-
ing sport in the world.” St. Pierre 
himself was out with an injury for 
16 months.

The hardcore fans still remain, 
however the casual fans have 
steered away from the sport as 
biggest pay-per-view draw Brock 
Lesnar retired, St. Pierre was in-
jured, and Silva has pretty much 
cleared out the division and has 
only fought twice this year. 

Though up-and-coming talent 
could challenge both St. Pierre and 
Silva, this fight needs to happen to 
garner more attention to the sport.

The UFC can do something 
that boxing hasn’t been able to 
do and that’s finally settle the de-
bate of who is the best pound-for-
pound fighter in the world and 
they cannot take that opportunity 
for granted. 

For years, boxing has attempted 
to make a potential “super fight” 
between the two best boxers in the 
world Floyd Mayweather and Man-
ny Pacquiao happen. However, be-
cause of different fight promotions, 
the fight has not come to fruition. 

If the fight were to happen, it 
would undoubtedly be one of the 
highest-grossing fights of all time 
(if not the highest grossing) and 
capture interest in the sport that 
is considered by many to be dying. 

Not saying that a MMA “su-
per fight” would amass the same 
financial achievement, however 
seizing the casual fight fan could 
do wonders and help to make it 
the number one combat sport.

This will be an interesting next 
couple of weeks as White has 
stated that he will make this fight 
happen. 

Until then, the fight is still open 
for debate.

NCAA Championship Weekend
The spotlight will shine on 
college football this weekend 
with BCS berths on the line

ANGEL MENDOZA
Daily Titan

Stanford running back Stepfan Taylor crosses the goal line for one of his two touchdowns this past Saturday at the Rose Bowl against UCLA. The two teams 
will rematch this Friday at Stanford Stadium in Palo Alto, Calif. but this time for the Pac-12 Championship and a berth in the Rose Bowl on New Years Day.
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‘Super fight’ must happen 
to put an end to the debate
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