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Spending 
proposals 
approved 

CAMPUS |  Budget

The Titan Student Centers Govern-
ing Board voted unanimously Wednes-
day to approve a mid-year revision to 
the Titan Student Centers’ budget.

Titan Student Center (TSC) direc-
tor Kurt Borsting walked the board 
through the 2012-2013 Revised Op-
erating Budget Recommendations, 
which represented overall expense pro-
jections totalling roughly $8 million. 

The $8 million in expenditures 
was down $552,342 from the origi-
nal budgeted expenses for operation 
of the TSC during the 2012-2013 
school year. 

Part of these savings were attributed 
to salary savings, Borsting explained, 
due to unfilled or scaled-back student 
employee positions. 

The TSC has been actively recruit-
ing throughout the fall semester but 
still has a handful of vacant positions. 

The art gallery coordinator vacan-
cy has forced the TSC to cancel an 
annual traveling art exhibition in the 
Titan Student Union. 

Borsting said he hopes to include 
traveling exhibits that are interesting 
not only to students at large but that 
can be tied into academic classes.

Borsting added that much of the 
unused funds were the result of cost-
saving decisions but there has been 
no change in operation hours or ser-
vices provided. 

Cupid tugs 
on hearts 
and wallets

FEATURES | Valentine’s Day

ON SOLEMN DAY, STATE HONORS FALLEN HERO

Hues of red and pink adorn store-
fronts, words like love and sweetheart 
are overheard on the streets. Hearts 
are everywhere. 

Some eagerly await the day, look-
ing forward to a dinner, movie night, 
or drinks, while others dread the day 
that serves as a reminder of their rela-
tionship status. 

For those who celebrate Valentine’s 
Day, flowers, cards and candy put 
holes in the wallets of those want-
ing to show their loved ones just how 
much they care.

Valentine’s Day is the second 
most consumer driven holiday be-
hind Christmas. 

According to a survey conducted by 
online shopping site Pricegrabber, 62 
percent of consumers will spend up to 
$100 on Valentine’s Day gifts, while 
36 percent say they will spend more.

Local flower shops frantically 
fill orders and keep a high volume 
of flowers on hand to accommo-
date customers. 

Bernie Hsiao, owner of Creative 
Floral Designs on Yorba Linda Boule-
vard in Fullerton, said business nearly 
quadruples around this time of year. 

“I couldn’t shut the cooler door,” 
said Hsiao, referring to the extra 
flowers he had to store in preparation 
for this year.

Hsiao said in addition to walk-
in orders, the shop will be deliver-
ing between 30 and 40 Valentine’s 
arrangements. 

TSU student leaders slash 
half a million dollars in 
semester expenditures

SAMUEL MOUNTJOY
Daily Titan

LAUREN DAVIS
Daily Titan

Professor introduces native 
plant restoration project

Erin Questad, Ph.D., an assistant 
professor from California Polytech-
nic University Pomona and a restora-
tion ecologist, spoke to students on 
Wednesday regarding her research 
on testing theory and technology to 
improve plant restoration.

For a little more than four years 
now, Questad has devoted her 
time to studying native plant res-
toration in Hawaii.

Questad and her collaborators 
visit the island at least once a year. 
They perform ecological field ex-
periments, such as measuring 
plant functional traits and remote 
sensing, to test the outcome of 

forests that have been invaded by 
non-native grasses. 

The restoration ecologist gained 
interest in native plant restoration 
while in the Kansas grasslands. 
Even though the ecosystems are 
very different, Questad said the 
grasses in Kansas and the grasses 
in Hawaii are similar.  

“I thought it was a very interesting 
system, because I could use ... what I 
knew about grasses to try to come up 
with ways to restore the forests eco-
systems,” said Questad.

The overall goal for Questad’s 
restoration project is to improve 
the way they perform restoration 
and reintroduction activities. 

Sophomore Eliza Crawford pumps up her teammates before the Titans’ game against McNeese State University on Monday.
WINNIE HUANG / For the Daily Titan

After splitting their first two series 
at home against Southern Missis-
sippi and McNeese State universi-
ties, the Titan softball team looks to 
rack up some wins in the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas hosted Easton 
Desert Classic Tournament. 

Cal State Fullerton will face Port-
land State and Oregon State on 
Friday morning, Brigham Young 
University and the University of 
Utah on Saturday, and conclude the 
tournament with a game against the 
University of Oregon on Sunday.

The Titans (2-2) will take on a 2-4 

Portland State squad in their first 
game of the tournament. Portland 
catcher freshman Lauran Bliss leads 
the team with .438 batting average. 
She also has two runs and seven hits. 

The Titans then face the 3-3 Or-
egon State Beavers. The Beavers have 
been very good in their wins, post-
ing a 17-3 run differential. 

They lost twice in fairly competi-
tive games, both by a score of 5-3., 
but were also dominated by the No. 
1 ranked Oklahoma Sooners by a 
score of 14-2.

CSUF will then play the 2-3 BYU 
Cougars. Marissa “Gordy” Bravo is 
the offensive leader for the Cougars. 
Bravo has a .556 batting average 
with four runs and 10 hits.

Also that day, the Titans are slated 
to take on 2-3 University of Utah 
in their fourth game of the tourna-

ment. Senior infielder Kelsi Hoopi-
iaina has a .412 batting average with 
seven runs and seven hits in seven-
teen at bats.

CSUF will be challenged in their 
final game of the tournament when 
they play the number five ranked 
Oregon Ducks. The 4-2 Ducks are 
led by junior infielder Courtney Ceo 
who has two runs, eight hits and a 
.444 batting average.

In their first four games of the sea-
son, CSUF has accumulated seven 
runs, a .202 team batting average, 
.242 on base percentage and a .298 
slugging percentage. 

Junior center fielder Ariel 
Tsuchiyama has had a stellar start 
to the season with a run, five hits 
and two RBI in ten at bats for a 
.500 batting average. 

Tsuchiyama leads the team in 

hits and batting average. Senior out-
fielder Tiffany Sheffler follows right 
after Tsuchiyama with four hits, one 
RBI, and a .444 batting average in 
her nine at bats.

Cal State Fullerton played a dou-
ble header against Southern Missis-
sippi on Thursday Feb. 7. In their 
3-1 loss in the first game, freshman 
pitcher Jasmine Antunez played ex-
cellently in both games striking out 
a total of 17 batters. The lone run 
was scored in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning when Sheffler hit an in-
field single that drove in Samantha 
Galarza. The Titans came back with 
a strong 4-2 win in the second game 
of the doubleheader. The Titans’ 
most potent scoring drive took place 
in the bottom of the sixth inning.

Softball looks to hit the jackpot in Vegas

CAMPUS | Research

SPORTS | Tournament
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The Easton Desert Classic 
Tournament will be a true 
test for the 2-2 Titan squad

GABY MARTINEZ
Daily Titan
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CHELSEA BOYD 
& YVETTE QUINTERO
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The funeral for slain Riverside officer Micahel Crain was held on Wednesday morning. The former U.S. Marine was buried at the Riverside National Cemetery.
 SEE SERVICE, 3
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Beijing’s air pollution has 
soared past levels consid-
ered hazardous by the World 
Health Organization, creating 
an international issue.

According to CNBC, the 
U.S. Embassy in Beijing moni-
tored its air quality on Jan. 12 
and recorded a particulate 
matter PM 2.5 level of 886 
micrograms a cubic meter, 
nearly 35 times what the World 
Health Organization considers 
safe. 

Last month Beijing’s Jian-
gong Hospital recorded a 30 
percent spike in case involv-
ing respiratory problems.

The high pollution levels 
are attributed not only to the 
five million cars on the street 
spreading exhaust through 
the air, but more importantly 
China’s increasingly rapid de-
velopment. 

The toxic air is now not just 
China’s problem, but an inter-
national one. 

The pollution has made it’s 
way across the Sea of Japan 
impacting parts of Japan. On 
Feb. 5, the toxic air caused 
the Japanese Ministry of the 
Environment’s website to over-
load. This created access to 
air pollution monitoring sys-
tems almost impossible since 
last week along with constant 
phone calls from worried citi-
zens.

For now Beijing’s city gov-
ernment has responded by 
suspending production to 103 
heavily polluting factories and 
told government departments 
and state-owned enterprises 
to reduce use of cars by a 
third. 

The Chinese government 
issued a timetable for its pro-
gram to upgrade fuel quality, 
aiming to implement a strict 
standard nationwide by 2017.

Brief by 
JOSEPH BATCHELOR
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Chinese smog 
spreads east

OC home sales 
reaching high

The average Orange Coun-
ty home sales for January 
have risen by nearly 30 per-
cent, the highest sales peak in 
seven years, according to the 
Orange County Register.

Data from the latest housing 
report shows that the housing 
business is on the way to re-
covery ever since mid-2012 
with no signs of slowing down. 

The median price of a 
home in Orange County was 
$460,000 in January, a five-
year record high. 

After the economy melted 
down back in 2008, the price 
for median home was up 17.3 
percent as well as the second-
highest median for any month.

Real estate is blooming in 
Orange County; home-sell-
ers in Orange County closed 
2,431 deals in January alone, 
compared with fewer than 
1,900 last year.

“Already, price hikes 
have caused some to ques-
tion whether it’s sustainable, 
whether it’s a bubble,” Data-
Quick President John Walsh 
told the OC Register. “Let’s not 
forget, though, that we’re still 
climbing out of a deep hole 
from the housing downturn.”

Brief by 
MIMI HUNG

This includes improving the prac-
tical applications of research, mak-
ing restoration more receptive and 
allowing people to complete tasks 
with less money and time. Questad 
said her other goal is to answer in-
teresting biological questions along 
the way.

Rachel Pound, a biology major, 
said there are many challenges fac-
ing restoration but there is also a lot 
of hope.

“I guess the really cool thing about 
it was that with all the new technol-
ogy we are developing, it’s going to 
help with restoration,” said Pound.

Questad added that humans have 
a vital part to play in restoration 
projects. In her observation biology 
class, she starts out by talking to stu-

dents about the current geologic era 
referred to as the anthropocene.

It is given this name because of the 
impact humans have had on the earth 
at this time. Questad said it is more ex-

tensive than ever in geologic time.
“If we are in this situation where 

we are living in the anthropocene 
and there has been a lot of human 
caused changes to the planet, that it’s 
also the responsibility of humans to 
provide solutions for some of those 
negative changes,” Questad said.

Questad views restoration as one of 
the most important things humans can 
do to repair the caused damage.

Sheryl Sevilla, a biology major, 
said Questad’s presentation is im-
portant in relation to her major. 
Sevilla said she is about to graduate 
and is already looking into jobs and 
graduate school.

“Hearing people come in and give 
these talks about what current re-
search is going on in my field, really 
helps me figure out what I want to 
do after this,” said Sevilla.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Erin Questad, Ph.D., speaks to CSUF students about native plant restoration at a seminar on Wednesday.
ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan

PLANTS: Humans vital in restoration 

College Twist has involved Cal 
State Fullerton in its new social 
networking application to assist 
students in becoming more aware 
of events and involved around 
campus.

Representatives of the Hous-
ing Services and Residence Life 
at CSUF supplied the developers 
of College Twist with information 
about clubs, greek life and land-
marks around campus. 

In order to expand the social 
media app, College Twist develop-
ers Patrick Daleen and Brandon 
Forschino requested colleges write 
an essay and they picked the top 
five; CSUF was one of them.

Forschino and Daleen first de-
veloped the idea for College Twist 
when they were attending college. 

The app was started in 2009 at 
Florida Atlantic University, Daleen 
and Forschino’s alma mater, before 
expanding to four other schools in 
Florida, three in the Midwest and 
eventually five in California.

College Twist allows users to 

create profiles and interact with 
current, past and future college 
students. 

It is broken down into eight 
main categories that range from 
Greek life to academics and every-
thing in between.

The app uses a “heat map” to 
show different spots around cam-
pus that have the most student 
traffic. 

The maps show app users as 
anonymous but they are able to 
post discussion topics on their 
profile.

Even though Facebook was pop-
ular among their peers, Daleen and 
Forschino said the social network-
ing site lacked the necessary tools 
for students to be aware of events 
happening around campus and the 
community.

“The problem that we found, 
and also from hearing college stu-
dents, is Facebook is so unorga-
nized and just so cluttered,” said 
Forschino. 

Forschino added that College 
Twist is different because it is cen-
tered around the individual colleges 
and everything is campus related.

Because developers of College 
Twist cannot travel to every uni-
versity and explore the campus and 
community, they rely on campus 
representatives to provide in-depth 
analysis on the landmarks and so-
cial life of their respective universi-
ties.

Jim Daleen, Patrick Daleen’s 
father, shared their vision and be-
came a mentor for them along the 
way. Besides guiding them through 
the project, the elder Daleen be-
came one of the first investors in 
the project. 

College Twist also partners up 
with local businesses to offer pro-
motions exclusive to users of the 
mobile app.

“If a restaurant, a big famous 
college restaurant, is trying to 
promote deals, we allow them to 
post their deals through our daily 
deal announcement we post each 
week,” Forschino said. 

Forschino and Daleen said they 
hope College Twist can facilitate 
the college experience for students 
and eventually expand to fit the 
needs of every university across 
the nation.

 Graphic by ANN PHAM / Daily Titan

New twist on social media
ADRIAN GARCIA

Daily Titan

“With all the new 
technology we are 
developing, it’s 
going to help with 
restoration. ”

RACHEL POUND
Biology major

The College Twist app is available on iOS and Android.



A funeral was held on Wednes-
day morning for slain Riverside 
officer Michael Crain who authori-
ties said was killed on duty last 
week by former Los Angeles police 
officer Christopher Dorner.

The procession attracted more 
than 7,000 attendees, including 
California Gov. Jerry Brown. 

At least a dozen helicopters cir-
cled the church, Grove Commu-
nity Church in Riverside, during 
the procession.

Dozens of patrol cars and mo-
torcycles trailed behind the hearse, 
escorted by two police cars, at 

around 8:30 a.m.
Crain, a former U.S. Marine, 

was buried at the Riverside Na-
tional Cemetery. 

Riverside Police Chief Sergio 
Diaz addressed the 34-year-old’s 
family at the service. Crain’s wife, 
Regina, as well as other friends of 
Crain’s spoke during the 90-min-
ute funeral service. 

The funeral also featured a slide-
show with music including Jimi 
Hendrix and Eric Clapton, accord-
ing to the Press-Enterprise.

Crain’s partner was also shot but 
is expected to recover, according 
to authorities. His identity has not 
yet been released.

“We have some vacancies this 
year, so we didn’t want to put that 
money forward without being able 
to have the staff resources behind 
it to make it successful,” he said. 

There are an estimated 300 stu-
dent employees between the Stu-
dent Recreation Center, the Chil-
dren’s Center and the TSU. 

“We always have some vacan-
cies, but right now we’ve got more 
than we’re happy with in graph-
ics,” Borsting said “We’re down 
quite a bit in our graphics depart-
ment. So we have real needs in 
that position.” 

The board addressed the TSU’s 
income, which has declined in re-
cent years as bowling shoe rentals 
and arcade and billiards table usage 
have dropped.

“The coin-operated video game 
industry just in general is lagging 
year over year,” Borsting said. “We 
are seeing a few dips in areas like 
open billiards and special events 
... shoe rental is down a little bit, 
and we just want to keep an eye on 
that as an organization.”

Part of the budget this year is re-

placement for the ceramic tile floor-
ing in the bowling and billiards area 
of the TSU. The decades-old tile has 
been damaged and worn as a result 
of years of use. 

Another attempt for savings re-
sulted in a scaled-back operation 
of part-time student personnel 
supporting plumbing, mechanical 
and electrical staff. The director 
proposed to reduce that spending 
by about half, from $49,656 to 
$21,832. 

Borsting expressed a desire to 
have well-supervised student em-
ployees work beside full-time staff 
on TSU utilities.

He explained that the scaled 
back usage of student employees 
in these fields will ensure a safer 
working environment for those 
students by providing adequate 
supervision by staff.    

The board decided to reduce 
the scope of remodeling done in 
the TSU this year, saving an esti-
mated $78,000. 

The original $310,000 budget 
called for what Borsting labeled an 
ambitious construction plan that 
included bathroom remodels and 
flooring construction.
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Comcast will bring General 
Electric’s ownership of NBC to 
the end. 

Comcast Corp. is paying 
$16.7 billion to buy out the 
shares of NBCUniversal from 
General Electric, according to 
the Los Angeles Times. 

The purchase allowed 
Comcast to acquire NBCU-
niversal’s headquarters at 
Rockefeller Plaza, located in 
midtown Manhattan, and the 
CNBC headquarters in Engle-
wood Cliffs, N.J. 

Comcast now controls the 
New York media company af-
ter acquiring the remaining 51 
percent stake from NBCUni-
versal. 

The purchase will be fund-
ed with $11.4 billion that was 
generated by Comcast’s sale 
of wireless range, NBCUniver-
sal’s incoming revenue and 
the profits from the sale of its 
share in the A&E networks.

With everything still in pro-
cess, the deal is expected to 
close by the end of March. 

“Our decision to acquire 
GE’s ownership is driven by 
our sense of optimism for the 
future prospects of NBCUni-
versal and our desire to cap-
ture future value that we hope 
to create for our sharehold-
ers,” Comcast CEO Brian Rob-
erts said in a statement.

Brief by 
MIMI HUNG
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Comcast purchases 
remains of NBC

American airlines
avoids bankruptcy 

American Airlines and US 
Airways will announce a merg-
er Thursday, potentially creat-
ing the world’s largest air car-
rier in the world, according to 
the Washington Post. 

Pending approval by both 
airlines, the merger would res-
cue American Airlines from 
bankruptcy.

The partnership will give the 
new super airline the ability to 
compete with Delta Airlines 
and United Airlines, both of 
which have gone through re-
cent mergers. 

Along with Southwest Air-
lines, the foursome will domi-
nate passenger travel in the 
United States with 86 percent 
of domestic air travel.

“I think we are seeing a 
dynamic already where the 
airlines are passing on the in-
creased cost of fuel and labor 
to the consumer,” said William 
S. Swelbar, a researcher at the 
MIT International Center for Air 
Transportation, to The Wash-
ington Post. 

He does not believe this 
merger will significantly im-
pact air fares.

Brief by 
JOSEPH BATCHELOR

Simon Property Group an-
nounced an exterior and in-
terior re-decoration makeover 
for the Brea Mall, according to 
the Orange County Register. 

This multimillion-dollar mod-
ernization is planning to up-
date the mall from the current 
‘80s style.

New signage, landscaping 
and lighting will be placed at 
the main entrances with up-
graded carpets and metal 
railings. The restrooms will 
be fixed and remodeled and 
more armchairs will be placed 
inside the mall.

A children’s playground 
and family nursing lounge will 
also be added. For the conve-
nience of the double-stroller 
brigades, a faster and larger 
elevator will be installed.

The makeover will begin in 
March and is expected to be 
complete in November. The 
stores will continue with their 
regular store hours during the 
redecoration process.

Kelly Hartsell, Simon’s re-
gional vice president for the 
west, considered Brea and the 
surrounding cities a “highly 
competitive market.” Other 
strong competitions around 
the Brea Mall include Brea 
Downtown that has an outdoor 
shopping area.

Brief by 
MIMI HUNG

Brea Mall announces 
new makeover Titan Student Centers director Kurt Borsting discusses revised operating budget recommendations on Wednesday.

RAE ROMERO / Daily Titan

BOARD: Student center budget revision approved

TOP: Officers watch the memorial service for slain officer Michael Daniel Crain outside Grove Community Church in 
Riverside, on Wednesday.

BOTTOM: A group of United States Marines walk ouside Grove Community Church where a memorial service was held for 
fallen patrolman Michael Daniel Crain.

ANIBAL ORTIZ / For the Daily Titan

SERVICE: Officer laid to rest
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A promise made 
to honor a cause

In 2008, Obama captured 95 percent of the African-American vote, easily outstripping the Democratic candidates from the previous two elections in that category.
Courtesy of MCT

Race plays a precarious part in modern politics

When Sen. Barack Obama was 
elected president in 2008, there 
was a considerable amount of 
shock that he was able to become 
the first black president in Ameri-
can history. It inspired a nation to 
look toward hope and change not 
only in terms of politics, but race 
as well.

Now, with President Obama 
starting his second term in office, 
there has been debate on race be-
ing a deciding factor in an elec-
tion.

The popular term is being re-
ferred to as the “Obama effect,” 
and while having a more diverse 
amount of governors and senators 
could benefit the country, a per-
son’s race should not overshadow 
talent. Since Obama’s first inau-
guration, there has been a rising 
trend of African Americans run-
ning for public office and some 
people are focusing entirely on 
race. 

Instead of citizens making a 
well-informed decision about who 

holds public office, some would 
rather vote based on something as 
superficial as skin color.

Voting for a government official 
should be based on qualifications 
and the amount of good the can-
didate will do for the public. The 
fact anyone would vote specifi-
cally because of skin color has, I’m 
afraid, entirely missed the point of 
democratic elections.

Jesse Washington, in an Oct. 
14 article for the Associated Press, 
centered on the topic before the 
2012 election. Celebrities like 
Samuel L. Jackson admitted to 
voting for Obama purely based on 
the fact that he’s black.

“I voted for Barack because he 
was black,” said Jackson to Ebony 
Magazine. “Because that’s why 
other folks vote for other people—
because they look like them.”

Voting based on a candidate’s 
race is a dangerous precedent sim-
ply because it in itself is a form 
of racism. Biases should be sus-
pended for the greater good of the 
public. 

Still, while Jackson is entitled 
to his opinion, his statements do 
not entirely reflect the voting at-
titudes of the nation in terms of 
black government officials.

All over the country, there are 

individuals who would vote for a 
white candidate because of their 
similar ethnicity, hurting all the 
other candidates who deserve an 
equal chance, whether they’re 
black, Hispanic, Asian or any oth-
er race.

On a Jan. 20 USA Today online 
article, writer Susan Page’s research 
noted that there are, currently, no 
elected black U.S. senators and 
that there is only one black gover-
nor in office today. However, she 
did note the number of African 
Americans in the House of Rep-
resentatives have risen from 39 in 
2008 to 42 in 2012.

President Obama did, accord-
ing to Washington, capture 95 
percent of the African American 
vote in the 2008 election, which 
is a considerably larger percentage 
compared to John Kerry recieving  
88 percent in 2004 and still larger 
than Al Gore recieving 90 percent 
in 2000. 

President Obama saw a much 
larger black voter turnout than 
the previous candidates, but other 
black government officials have 
not had the same result.

Yes, diversity of people is need-
ed for the diversity of ideas, but 
voters need to start looking be-
yond the physical and start look-

ing into the help that a candidate 
can bring. 

I voted for Barack Obama in 
both of his elections not because I 
felt a connection with him being a 
minority. I voted for him because 
of his promises on health care re-
form and because of the changes 
he promised for the middle class. 
I voted for Obama because Mitt 
Romney and John McCain’s cam-
paigns both sounded like they 
were catering to the wealthiest 
Americans, rather than greater 
public.

I did not, however, vote for 
Obama because he was black.

The problem with the implica-
tions of the ‘Obama effect’ is that 
race is being a part of a person’s 
qualifications and elections are 
becoming more of a popularity 
contest.

Page said the “Obama effect” 
would have a different effect on 
the American youth as, from their 
perspective of growing up with a 
black president, the views of black 
elected officials would no longer 
be seen as shocking or as a ploy to 
gain votes. 

Instead, the future voters of 
America will hopefully see beyond 
race and instead see the candidates 
purely based on talent.

The ‘Obama effect’ breeds 
both progress and negative 
decision making in voting

RAYMOND MENDOZA
Daily Titan

Brooklyn College received a 
strong backlash after announcing 
that its political science depart-
ment would be co-sponsoring an 
event featuring speakers from a 
group that advocates the with-
drawal of Israel from disputed ter-
ritories. 

The group, Boycott, Divest-
ment and Sanctions (BDS), is call-
ing for the boycott of Israel and 
its institutions as well as impos-
ing international sanctions until, 

according to the BDS campaign, 
Israel  1) Ends its occupation and 
colonization of all Arab lands and 
dismantling the Wall; 2) Recog-
nizes the fundamental rights of the 
Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel 
to full equality; and 3) Respects, 
protects and promotes the rights 
of Palestinian refugees to return 
to their homes and properties as 
stipulated in UN Resolution 194.

Critics of the group have called 
the campaign anti-Semitic and 
unfair, stating that they believe the 
groups real aim is to bring down 
the state of Israel. Some have pub-
licly chastised the college for co-
sponsoring the event and some, 
including city council member 
Lewis A. Fidler, have pledged to 
stop donating money to the col-
lege. 

While I do not agree with BDS 
or its tactics, I do not believe that 
Brooklyn College has done any-
thing wrong by co-sponsoring this 
event. College President Karen L. 
Gould said in a statement that the 

college would host events with op-
posing viewpoints in the future 
and is open to hearing from peo-
ple of all political viewpoints.

One of the protections of the 
First Amendment put forth in 
the Supreme Court case, Near v. 
Minnesota, is that there can be no 
prior restraint. That is, you can’t 
stop speech before it happens. 
Former Supreme Court justice Ol-
iver Wendell Holmes put forth the 
idea of “the marketplace of ideas” 
in the case Abrams v. U.S. In the 
marketplace of ideas, he wrote 
we must trust people to make the 
right decision after hearing or see-
ing varying viewpoints. 

Even if the speech is offensive, 
we have to allow people to exer-
cise their rights of free speech. If 
their speech should violate some 
law, then at that point, after it has 
been disseminated, they can be 
punished.

Critics feel that Brooklyn Col-
lege should not support this 
event because they consider it to 

be “hate speech.” This very well 
may be true, however, the only 
cases in which it is ok to censor 
speech through prior restraint is if 
that speech is a threat to national 
security, it is obscene or if it will 
incite violence. Because of the 
volatile situation between Pales-
tine and Israel, many may believe 
that BDS will incite violence with 
their speech at the Brooklyn Col-
lege event. 

However, according to yet an-
other Supreme Court case, Bran-
denburg v. Ohio, there must be 
three factors for incitement: in-
tention to incite, likelihood of vi-
olence and that said violence will 
be imminent. BDS has stated that 
their mission is to achieve their 
goals through nonviolence, and 
that the tactics they are advocating 
are of a nonviolent nature. 

Therefore it would be difficult 
to argue that it is their intention 
to incite violence.

It is unfair for Brooklyn College 
to lose its funding and support for 
merely allowing a group to prac-
tice their first amendment rights. 
While I personally do not agree 
with BDS, I do support the im-
portance and authority of the First 
Amendment. As long as Brooklyn 
College allows groups with oppos-
ing viewpoints to BDS to speak 
at the college, they have not done 
anything wrong. If Brooklyn Col-
lege, a public university, were to 
disallow the BDS from speaking 
at their events, the case could be 
taken to the Supreme Court. 

In that case, I am confident that 
the Supreme Court would uphold 
the marketplace of ideas and pun-
ish the BDS only after hearing 
what they had to say.

Even the controversial deserve a chance to be heard

In the fall of 2008, I joined a move-
ment that society portrays as recent, 
but is actually a part of something as 
old as humanity itself. Younger and 
with a range of emotions as wide as 
they were unfocused, I took on gay 
rights out of confusion more than 
anything else.

It was clear to me that it was 
the right thing to do. That was 
not what bewildered me. What 
did was how many others did, and 
still do not, grasp the importance 
of the freedom to marry: Marriage 
equality. Gay marriage. 

However you want to put it, as 
there are debates over which phrase 
is most constructive.    

There wasn’t some magic mo-
ment or legacy that made me ac-
cept gay and transgender people. I 
had no friends or family with gay 
rights track records, so it wasn’t in 
my blood. Don’t get me wrong, 
they are fine with the community 
for the most part, but “fine” isn’t 
a very persuasive demeanor either 
way.

Acceptance was just a fact of life 
for me, like the consistent warmth 
our sun brings each morning. 

If that was all, I would have fin-
ished the political season four years 
ago disappointed about the passage 
of Proposition 8, but willing to go 
on with my life. A wrong would 
have been committed in my eyes, 
but not one of my deepest concerns.

Instead, it was something more. 
There was a bundle of empathy deep 
in myself just waiting to rise to prom-
inence. This was something extraor-
dinary within the ordinary, where it 
usually resides for most of us.   

Why should I care? I am a 
straight man who didn’t have to 
hide his crushes growing up. I am 
protected from discrimination at 
work and school. No politicians 
or bully pulpits trash my very 
existence. There was no fight for 
survival. 

On the surface, I was not battle 
born. 

Long ago, I answered the ques-
tion of my motivations. A deep and 
painful soul search came up fruitful 
and made my resolve even stronger. 
It came into my blood because in a 
way it was already there. Unevolved 
but powerful. 

I know what it’s like to hide the 
best sides of yourself. It’s also clear 
to me the tragedies we could have 
avoided if freedom was a fact instead 

of a fight that began long before we 
were born and will live on long after 
we die.

We have all been to those places 
in ourselves and the world around 
us.

I will spend this semester ex-
amining not just the watershed 
era of gay rights that is unfolding 
around us, but how it is relevant 
to you and to me. I won’t be cover-
ing transgender issues, as talented 
fellow columnist Julie Nitori did 
in the past, as those are their own 
areas of expertise and should not 
have to share a spotlight.  

There seems to be this illusion 
that civil rights is some movement 
that precludes the privileged and 
mainstream. Clearly, it must be a 
niche interest.       

Yet it’s fact that civil rights is ev-
erything: The clean food we eat 
and the clear water we drink used 
to be a hit-or-miss affair. Our right 
to vote was not always inalienable. 
Fellow minority classmates would 
have been unfairly segregated mere 
decades ago.  

Gay rights—just like any other 
movement—has its own person-
ality, so I am not conflating any 
struggle with another, but there 
is something powerful that all of 
them share. What that is will be 
another focus of mine during this 
series.

Another myth is the perception 
that all civil rights activism is some-
thing like a loud shout and sign wave 
near the highway. That’s an admira-
ble way to spend a day, in my eyes, 
since awareness is half the battle. Yet, 
on the other hand, it is understand-
ably intimidating to newcomers be-
cause it is ostentatious.

I promise you that civil rights 
aren’t just about a black minister 
telling millions of people about his 
dream or a visionary gay politico 
shouting “I want to recruit you!” 
from a pedestal.

Civil rights is also about the 
quiet moments in life, like a shop-
keeper from Kentucky that reaches 
for a smile instead of a shotgun as 
two men hold hands in his store. 
Civil rights is a mother embracing 
his son during a moment of truth. 
Civil rights is a counselor promis-
ing a rape victim that it is never, 
ever her fault.

Civil rights, which includes gay 
rights, is you. 

I promise.

LAUREN HARRITY
Daily Titan

Straight Talk
NICHOLAS RUIZ
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Thousands of students walk through 
the halls and buildings of Cal State Ful-
lerton knowing their names, locations 
and typical classes in each, but not 
many actually know about the name-
sake of each campus building. 

Prior to any buildings or its estab-
lishment in 1957, the CSUF campus 
was full of orange groves.

In 1963, the first permanent build-
ing, the Letters and Science Building, 
was occupied by students. The six-sto-
ry building’s name was later changed to 
Dr. Miles D. McCarthy Hall. 

It remains the oldest building 
on the CSUF campus and its inte-
rior was actually designed by Mc-
Carthy himself. It was intended 
to house the undergraduate and 
graduate science departments.

McCarthy was one of the five 
founding professors at CSUF. He was 
hired to teach biology and aid in the 
development of faculty, programs and 
facilities for the sciences. 

He was also the chairman of the 
division of science, engineering,  
mathematics and the biology de-
partment. 

McCarthy was a stellar professor 
and was awarded the Outstanding Pro-
fessor Award by CSUF. 

“Dr. Miles McCarthy was a well-re-
spected and beloved vice president and 
later served as acting president for one 
year,” said Sharon Perry, special collec-
tions librarian at the Pollak Library.

William B. Langsdorf Hall was built 
in 1969 to house the business and 
business administration college.

 Langsdorf Hall was named after 
CSUF’s founding president. 

When hired as CSUF president, 
Langsdorf was the head of Pasadena 
City College. 

Langsdorf designed the educational 
program, recruited top notch profes-
sors, shaped the building program and 
served as president for eleven years.

The Pollak Library was named after 
CSUF until 1998 when the library was 
renamed the Paulina June and George 
Pollak after they contributed a large 
sum of money. 

Paulina June was a faculty member 
who taught English and comparative 
literature starting in 1961. Her and her 
husband’s donation was the largest do-
nation given by a faculty member.

“After many decades of service Dr. 
June Pollak and her kind husband Mr. 

George Pollak established a sizeable 
financial endowment for the campus 
when the library was undergoing a ma-
jor expansion in the 1990s,” Perry said.  

Langsdorf, McCarthy and the Pol-
laks contributed to CSUF’s history. 
Although they were different, they had 
many things in common, Perry said.

“All four are/were humane, gracious, 
highly intelligent, well-educated and 
consummate professionals devoted to 
the university and its students and to 
the mission of education and learning,” 
Perry said.

Steven G. Mihaylo and Dan Black 
are two alumni who recognized that 
Cal State Fullerton was part of the rea-
son for their success and contributed to 
CSUF in such a way that their names 
grace two of the newer buildings.

“Steven G. Mihaylo was a finance 
major at Cal State Fullerton. He be-
came the CEO of Crexendo Indus-
tries,” said Leah Espinoza, a Titan 
ambassador and sophomore business 
major. “He became really rich and 
then decided to donate money to our 
campus as a distinguished alumni. He 
donated 34.5 million dollars. He’s re-
ally down to earth and nice.”

Dan Black graduated from CSUF 
in 1967 with a Bachelor of Science 

in physics. Black started two compa-
nies: Trace Analysis Labs and Mineral 
Lab, which later was named Advanced 
Medical Nutrition, Inc. 

He sold this company in 1998 
and made a significant amount of 
money and decided to give back to 
his alma mater. 

“I thought, what really got me mo-
tivated to do what I was doing, and 
the only thing I could think of was my 
four physics professors at Cal State Ful-
lerton. So I figured I should donate to 
the college,” said Black. 

Since 1998 until now, Black has 
contributed in numerous ways to 
CSUF. He has given in the form of 
numerous scholarships for underprivi-
leged students. He also gave a large 
sum of money for the already existing 
lab building that was renamed Dan 
Black Hall in his honor.

“When I went there, it was a small 
campus. There was only one build-
ing, McCarthy Hall. It was the phys-
ics department that I remembered. 
I wanted to do something for the 
physics students there so hopefully I 
can make their lives a little easier in 
the form of scholarships,” Black said. 
“Since that time, I have given to the 
business school.” 

He estimates he will sell at least 
100 dozen red roses, the most pop-
ular flowers for the holiday. 

Hsiao said other popular flowers 
include lilies and orchids. 

He said many people, particu-
larly men, come into his shop at the 
very last minute looking to find the 
perfect flowers for their loved ones.

“Men are procrastinators,” Hsiao 
said. 

Amber Blakenship, a Wildflour 
Cupcakes employee, said specialty 
flavors and exclusive offers bring 
in record numbers of customers on 
Valentine’s Day. 

She said the shop ran out of cup-

cakes last year and they were forced 
to close early. 

However, this year they are pre-
pared to deal with the high demand.

“I know it’s going to be huge,” 
Blakenship said. 

Wildflour Cupcakes is commem-
orating the holiday by giving away a 
single red rose with every four pack 
of cupcakes customers purchase. 

Anthony DeGuzman, 20, a com-
puter science major, said he is feel-
ing the pressure to buy the perfect 
gift for his girlfriend. 

“I spent over $160 last year,” said 
DeGuzman.

He said purchasing a gift for a 
loved one is not just about spend-
ing money—it is also about being 

sentimental. 
Austin Alvarez, 20, an undeclared 

major, said expectations come into 
play when giving or receiving gifts. 

“It depends on the girl, if she’s 
had guys give her expensive gifts 
in the past, she’s going to expect it 
again,” said Alvarez.

For some, purchased gifts often 
lack thoughtfulness and sentimen-
tality.

Michael Corneo, 19, a computer 
science major, said money becomes 
an easy way out for some.

He said when he has given Val-
entine’s Day gifts in the past, he has 
made an effort to put some thought 
into it.

“Money seems to be a scapegoat, 

people use it when they’re frustrat-
ed,” said Corneo. “Only a select few 
really think (gifts) out.”

Lawrence Lam, 19, an engineer-
ing major, said gifts are not the only 
thing worth spending money on for 
Valentine’s Day. 

Planning a special night out or in 
is a good way to celebrate the holi-
day, he said.

There are also those who opt not 
to give in to the consumerism that 
surrounds the day and refuse to cel-
ebrate it. 

Pauline Varquez, 20, a kinesiol-
ogy major, said she and her boy-
friend give Valentine’s Day little 
importance, acknowledging the im-
portance of showing each other love 

VALENTINES: Thoughtfulness counts

All the single Titans 
put their hands up

Today is a day of romance, love 
and plush teddy bears embroidered 
with cutesy messages. It’s Valentine’s 
Day, a holiday where couples take 
time to show each other how much 
they appreciate one another.

As for the rest of us non-com-
mitted Titans, today is just another 
Thursday, the unofficial start of a col-
lege weekend. It’s a chance for us to 
do whatever we feel like since, well, 
we don’t have to worry about plan-
ning for someone else.

Over the years, there has been 
a growing trend in converting the 
highly commercialised Valentine’s 
holiday into a Single’s Awareness 
Day. 

While some celebrate it on the 
15th, many single people opt to stick 
with the original date and plan activ-
ities either for themselves or a group 
of friends.

Chris Smith, a 22-year-old busi-
ness major, isn’t too worried about 
the holiday. 

“I don’t really have any feelings 
about (Valentine’s Day). To be 
honest, it’s just a typical day for 
me,” he said.

Smith doesn’t completely discredit 
those who do celebrate the holiday, 
but he also doesn’t feel like there 
should be a specific day when rela-
tionships are acknowledged.

“I’m the type of guy that kinda 
shows girls that I really care 365 days 
out of the year, so one day isn’t going 
to really change that,” Smith said.

Surprisingly, Smith wasn’t the 
only guy on campus who shared 
that sentiment.

Nate Zaragoza, 19, a kinesiology 
major, thinks the holiday is “overrat-
ed” and doesn’t feel like him or any-
one else should “celebrate it much.”

If you’re single and you’re look-
ing to celebrate today either alone 
or with a group of friends, there are 
plenty of options for you to choose 

from to avoid the crowds and dealing 
with crowded couple situations.

Downtown Fullerton is offering 
tons of promotions for the 21-and-
up crowd from drink specials to 
comped cover charge.

 Several clubs in Orange County, 
including InCahoots in Fullerton 
and the Yost Theater in Santa Ana, 
are hosting events for the 18-and-
over group, for young singles looking 
to get out there.

The official website for Single’s 
Awareness Day, Singlesawareness.
com, also encourages individuals to 
plan and host single’s parties to mix 
and mingle with others as a way to 
show that being single is fun.

Another idea the site offers is to 
go out for dinner and a movie with 
friends, but be prepared to wait in 
line.

To avoid the crowds, Zaragoza says 
it’s best to just keep things simple. 

“My best suggestion would 
probably be invite some other 
single friends over to your house 
and have a movie night, because 
anywhere else you go, it will be 
couple-mania,” he said. 

Ashlen Dominguez, 24, a sociol-
ogy major, feels like single women 
should feel empowered instead of 
down about not having a special 
someone to share the day with.

“I see it like you get to celebrate 
you and your greatness all the time! 
It’s really wonderful once you em-
brace the idea that you can do what-
ever you want, whenever you want,” 
she said.

Many other singles agreed with 
Dominguez’s belief that it’s nice 
to have someone by your side, but 
it’s just as great to be focusing on 
yourself.

Whether you’re celebrating 
Valentine’s Day with that special 
someone or you’re a non-commit-
ted individual, today is a chance 
for you to show your appreciation 
toward all the relationships you 
are in, romantically or otherwise.

 Mimi Wu, a florist at Creative Flower Designs, arranges a bouquet of 
roses for the Valentine’s Day rush expected to sell out the store’s supply.

ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan

A history behind the buildings on campus 

all year long.
Her boyfriend, Edgar Luna, 21, 

a computer science major, said in 
the three years the couple have been 

together, they have never celebrated 
the holiday.

 “Why do you need a special day 
to treat your loved one?” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

REBECCA LOPEZ
Daily Titan

Langsdorf Hall, built in 1969, was named after CSUF’s founding president. It is home to Admissions and Records, as well as various classrooms.
VANESSA MARTINEZ / Daily Titan

GABY MARTINEZ
Daily Titan
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The CSUF women’s basketball 
team has their work cut out for 
them this weekend as they look to 
end their six-game losing skid as 
they clash with Long Beach State 
and UC Irvine.

Emotions are still running high 
for the team as they continue to 
cope with the death of assistant 
coach Monica Quan on Feb. 3. 
The team dropped their first game 
in an emotional return against UC 
Riverside 64-45 on Saturday. The 
bright spot of the game was a ca-
reer high 17 points by freshman 
guard Annie Park on 5-of-9 shoot-
ing from 3-point land. The Titans 
will look to get their first win for 
coach “Mo” against rivals Long 
Beach State tonight at 7 p.m. in 
Titan Gym.

The Titans (7-15 overall, 3-7 
conference) come into the game 
losers of six straight with double 
digit losses in five of the six games. 
They will look to rally against Long 
Beach State (12-11 overall, 5-6 con-
ference) who has had their share of 
struggles losing three of their past 
four contests. The Titans boast a 
6-5 home record and will look for 
support from the crowd after a sea-
son high in attendance in the loss to 
UC Riverside.

The 49ers won the first meeting 
of this season 45-39 on Jan. 19 in 
a low scoring affair in which the 
Titans shot a dismal 19 percent 
from the field. The loss snapped a 
six-game winning streak against 
the 49ers and dropped the overall 
record against Long Beach State 
to 33-61. However the Titans out-
rebounded the 49ers 49-36 and 
forced 23 turnovers. Junior guard 
Alex Thomas scored a career-high 
20 points and sophomore forward 
Kathleen Iwuoha grabbed a career-
high 14 rebounds, and they will 
look for a similar effort to win to-
night’s game.

The Titans will begin a three 
game road trip Saturday when they 
travel to UC Irvine to take on the 
Anteaters (6-17 overall, 2-9 con-

ference) as part of a doubleheader 
that includes the men’s basketball 
team. The women’s team plays at 
5 p.m. and the men play follow-
ing the conclusion of the women’s 
game. 

The Titans have struggled on the 
road this season with a 1-8 away re-
cord, but the Anteaters have equal-
ly struggled to defend their home 
court, also posting a 1-8 home 
record. The Titans bested UC Ir-
vine 65-51 in their first meeting of 
the season Jan. 17, which was the 
first career start for Park. The win 
brought the all-time matchup be-
tween the two teams to 33-33.

Park took advantage of her op-
portunity while sophomore guard 
Chante Miles dealt with an in-

jury and posted new career highs 
in points, rebounds and assists. 
Park’s performance earned her 
more starts, coming off the bench 
only twice since that game. Thomas 
had 18 points in the game, and her 
and Park combined for 31 points. 
Iwuoha chipped in eight points and 
eight rebounds in the win.

The Titans’ defense was stout, 
holding UC Irvine to 33.9 percent 
shooting. The Titans created lots 
of easy opportunities as they out-
scored the Anteaters 36-24 in the 
paint. The Titans will look for a 
strong defensive effort against both 
Long Beach State and UC Irvine 
this weekend.

For more information, visit Ful-
lertonTitans.com.

With heavy hearts, Titans  
match up with Big West foes

TAMEEM SERAJ
Daily Titan

Junior guard Alex Thomas looks to make a play against UC Riverside.
JOHN PEKCAN / Daily Titan

Senior outfielder Ashley Carter gets a show of support from first-year undergraduate assistant coach Pam Newton.  
WINNIE HUANG / For the Daily Titan

SOFTBALL: Tournament preview
Crawford singled to left and Ru-

bio pinch ran for her. Tsuchiyama 
tripled to right field scoring Rubio. 
Freshman Melissa Sechrest hit her 
first career home run with a two-
run shot, scoring Tsuchiyama.

The McNesse State University se-
ries took place on Monday due to 
a rain delay. Antunez started both 
games of the doubleheader again, 

pitching eight innings and striking 
out nine batters. The Titans won 
the first game 1-0. The only run 
came off a throwing error. 

Leesa Harris pinch ran for Se-
chrest and stole second. A bad at-
tempt by the MSU catcher to throw 
out Harris allowed Turang to score, 
who was also pinch running. The 
Titans lost their second game 5-1.

 McNeese State found their scor-
ing drive in this game scoring five 

runs off of five hits. The only run 
for the Titans came off a groundout 
RBI by Galarza following an Ashley 
Carter triple. Five Titans hit, but 
they could not manage to get the 
runners home.

The Titans return home 
Wednesday Feb. 20 for a game 
against the Japan Toyota Profes-
sional Team.

 For more information about 
softball, visit FullertonTitans.com.

You would think the commit-
tee that rules over a sporting event 
that can be traced back to 776 
B.C. would be a little more con-
scious of history. However, that 
doesn’t seem to be the case. The 
International Olympic Committee 
opted to drop wrestling from the 
summer games.

The secret ballot decision made 
by the 15-member Olympic com-
mittee has already been widely 
criticized, as wrestling is consid-
ered one of the oldest competitive 
sports. In fact, the sport made its 
first appearance at the Olympic 
Games in 708 B.C.

If the ruling is not reversed, the 
Rio de Janeiro games in 2016 will 
host the final freestyle and Greco-
Roman wrestling Olympic compe-
titions. Despite a host city not yet 
being named, 2020 would become 
the first Olympiad to not feature 
wrestling in more than 2700 years 
of competition.

The focus on television may ul-
timately be wrestling’s undoing, as 
televised sports focus more on stars 
and sports that are visually appeal-
ing. The physicality and strategy 
of the sport does not necessarily 
translate well through the televi-
sion screen.

Though “unsexy” visually, wres-
tling takes a lot of hard work and 
dedication. 

Not to mention that a gold 
medal at the Olympics is consid-
ered the absolute top of the moun-
tain for a high-level grappler. This 
is very different from sports like 
basketball where there is the NBA 
Championship every season or 
soccer’s World Cup. Many wres-
tlers train from a young age and 
pour out their blood, sweat and 
tears just for a shot at the games. 
Taking that incentive away would 
definitely hurt the sport.

The lack of “stars” like Michael 
Phelps, Usain Bolt, Carl Lewis 
and Jesse Owens is another reason 
for the Olympic committee drop-
ping wrestling. 

However, just 13 years ago, one 
of the biggest stories to come out 
of the 2000 Olympics in Sydney 
took place on the mat. It was then 
when the virtually unknown Ru-
lon Gardner defeated Russian 
wrestler Alexander Karelin, who 
had never lost in 15 years of inter-
national competition. 

In that moment, Gardner be-
came a household name as he put 
an end to the Russian’s streak of 
three consecutive gold medals and 
seven world titles.

Stories like Gardner’s are what 
makes the Olympics so great and 
such a spectacle. If the sport of 
wrestling was dropped by the 
Olympics previously in the televi-
sion era, we may have never wit-
nessed the greatness of Gardner. 
The fact that a moment like that 
is still talked about today proves 
that there can be a “star factor” in 
the sport.

It is also interesting to note all 
the peculiar events that will con-

tinue on as Olympic sports. For 
instance, athletes involved in table 
tennis, fencing and synchronized 
swimming will still get to compete 
for the gold in their sports. It’s a 
bit unsettling that the athletes that 
compete in such a physically de-
manding and intense sport with a 
rich history such as wrestling won’t 
be able to compete for that same 
gold medal.

Additionally, wrestling should al-
ways have a place in the Olympics 
because it is a global sport. Since the 
beginning of the “modern” Olym-
pics in 1896, 29 different countries 
have won medals in the sport. That 
goes to show more of an even distri-
bution of talents in the event around 
the world.

Wrestling is one of the oldest 
sports in the world (even considered 
to be the oldest) and is so ingrained 
in the fabric of the Olympic games 
that it would be a travesty if it were 
excluded from the competition. The 
International Olympic Committee 
should take into account the back-
ground of the sport and reconsider 
their stance, or the sport with so 
much history can end up history it-
self.

Olympic wrestling to be ‘pinned’
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