
Specialists researching meta-
physics will speak with Cal State 
Fullerton students regarding the 
barriers between politics and reli-
gion and the philosophical ques-
tion of immortality and life after 
death.

The College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences will host the two 
guest lectures in an event titled 
“Religion and the Secular State” 
on Thursday, March 14.

Lectures will be given by John 
Fischer, Ph.D., a philosophy pro-
fessor and chair of the Philosophy 
Department at UC Riverside, and 
Gerald Gaus, Ph.D., a philosophy 
professor at the University of Ari-
zona.

Fischer specializes in research-
ing metaphysics and the philoso-
phy of religion.

His lecture, “Would You Choose 
to Live Forever?” tackles the philo-
sophical question of choosing im-
mortality.

While many philosophers have 
argued against immortality, Fisch-
er is in favor of both clinical im-

mortality and life after death.
“I explore some of these wor-

ries of the ‘immortality curmud-
geons’—pessimists about the desir-
ability of living forever, and I seek 
to address their concerns,” said 
Fischer. “I shall argue that there 
could be stories depicting immor-
tal human lives that are choicewor-
thy for creatures like us.”

Fischer is the project leader for 
the Immortality Project, a group 
funded by the John Templeton 
Foundation that researches scien-
tific and philosophical questions 
of immortality.

Despite his extensive work in 
favor of immortality, he under-
stands the numerous arguments 
against it.

“Many philosophers have ar-
gued that living forever would 
be boring,” Fischer said. “Others 
have argued that an infinitely long 
life would not be recognizably hu-
man.”

Following Fischer’s talk, Gaus’ 
will present his lecture, “The Con-
tinuing Challenge of Hobbes to 
Public Reason Liberalism,” where 
he will focus on the work of phi-
losopher John Rawls.  

Gaus will make an argument for 
grounding public reason based on 
shared views by citizens.

He will also discuss the aim of 

this theory and address opposing 
opinions. 

The most notable opposition 
was put forth by philosopher 
Thomas Hobbes who argued the 

public will not be able to agree on 
a shared set of political and reli-
gious beliefs, according to Gaus.

Professors continue to adopt 
high-tech devices and software into 
classrooms for the growing amount 
of students enrolled at Cal State 
Fullerton this spring semester.

With a staggering 34,168 regis-
tered students, technology is im-
pacting the way professors teach 
and students learn.

Devices and software have be-

come extra tools for professors and 
students to use in class, along with 
textbooks.  

Software, such as Aplia and Wi-
leyPLUS, can quickly grade online 
homework and provide an expla-
nation for a certain grade.

The iClicker and ResponseCard 
are devices that provide professors 
a better understanding of what 
most students comprehend by in-
stantly showing the answers on a 
projector.

Michael Dickerson, Titan Shops 
bookstore manager, has seen an in-
crease in instructors requesting ac-
cess codes and clickers.

He said the iClicker is required 
in 39 courses this semester.

About 1,700 students are regis-
tered in those courses and 1,100 
iClickers have been sold by the 
bookstore.

The iClicker allows students to 
be engaged in class, but also en-
courages them to show up to class 
since professors can use the device 
to record attendance, said Steve 
Ray, director of product manage-
ment for the iClicker.

“Where we have been successful 
with our technology is in finding 
ways to take a classroom situation, 
which was working well, but to 

make it more engaging, and the 
iClicker has proven very successful 
in making that possible,” Ray said.

Professors are using software 
and devices to enhance the way 
students learn, especially in larger 
classes.

Political science professor Scott 
Spitzer teaches about 200 students 
in his political science class and 
found that the iClicker was a great 
way for many students to start up 
conversations about political is-
sues. Every student who uses the 
iClicker in class receives credit to-
wards their participation grade. 

Spitzer was worried when he 

first started using the iClicker that 
students would not like the device 
or think it was “gimmicky.”

More students became more 
engaged by using the iClicker, 
Spitzer said.

With all of the newer technolo-
gy being used in more classrooms, 
students are needing to spend ex-
tra money on software or a device, 
usually on top of purchasing a 
textbook.

The iClicker is sold new at the 
Titan bookstore for $43.99, while a 
used one costs $14.95 on Amazon.
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Students in the Charton Family Lecture Theatre use their laptops for last-minute studing before a test on Wednesday. Students are turning toward technology and computer software to complete classes.
ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan

TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOMNATIONAL | Economy

Congress 
and White 
House fight 
over cuts 
Sequester results in 
$85 billiion in spending 
reductions this year alone

DAVID HOOD
& SAMUEL MOUNTJOY

Daily Titan

Drama-filled budget battles be-
tween Capitol Hill and the White 
House protracted on March 1 with 
the sequester, a set of deep, auto-
matic budget cuts with the intent 
of motivating both parties to reach 
an agreement.

But no compromise resulted.
In the summer of 2011, Con-

gress and the president were 
embroiled in fervent debate on 
hoisting the nation’s debt ceiling. 
To put an end to the cross-town 
rivalry, the president reached an 
agreement with Congress and the 
Budget Control Act of 2011 was 
passed.

The agreement was a compro-
mise for both parties, because 
originally the two branches of 
government were given a require-
ment to reach a deal before 2013 
began, but extended the deadline 
to March 1 in the final days of 
2012. Last Friday, the deadline for 
a solution came and went with no 
deal.

As a result, $1.2 trillion in 
budget-trimming over the next 
10 years will be equally divided 
between defense spending and dis-
cretionary spending. All govern-
ment programs are up for similar 
cuts except for exempted entitle-
ment programs such as Medicaid 
and Social Security.

In the aftermath of the dis-
agreements, the embittered sides, 
playing the “name-blame-game,” 
called on the other as the cause 
of the gridlock that led to Friday’s 
sequester law authentication by 
President Obama.

Increased software transforms learning arena
The growing number of 
students force professors to 
innovate teaching practices

KRISTEN CERVANTES
Daily Titan

John Fischer, Ph.D., chair of the Philosophy Department at UC Riverside 
will be speaking at Cal State Fullerton on March 14. 

Courtesy of  UC Riverside
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CAMPUS | Lecture FEATURES | Housing

Underage Titans drink 
booze despite prohibition

University Police officers storm 
down the hall of a dorm building, 
driven by the loud sounds of music 
and shouting. 

As they find the origin of the 
noise, they bang on the door. The 
music stops.

Behind the door, police hear 
hushed voices and a rushed scut-
tling. The door opens to reveal a 
baby-faced 18-year-old freshman.

At Cal State Fullerton, dorm par-
ties are increasingly becoming the 
trend, and at the center are several 
instances of underage drinking. 

The university, along with Uni-
versity Police, is dedicated to mak-
ing sure students are reminded of 
the rules surrounding alcohol con-
sumption on campus.

In total, there were nine alcohol 
related arrests and reports for 2012 
in Housing. Officers arrested 186 
people in 2012 for DUIs mostly 
around campus, which University 
Police say is a more prevalent issue.

Rules about the possession of al-
cohol differ for students living in 
the residence halls and students liv-
ing in the apartments. 

“There is no alcohol permitted in 
our first-year facilities,” said Aaron 
Harbaugh, a complex coordina-
tor for housing and residence life. 
“That includes empty containers, 
bottles, decorations, things like 
that, it’s a complete no go on alco-
hol in any of our residence halls.”

On the other hand, the rules get 
a bit more flexible when it comes 
to those who stay in the campus’ 
double and single apartments. 

In these apartments, students 
who are over 21 are able to consume 
alcohol in their apartments when 
no underage students are present.

Alesha Gilliam, 20, a resident 
advisor, said students have got-
ten much wiser when it comes to 
the usage of alcohol inside campus 
housing.

“I feel like they’ve gotten smarter 
with it–they’re not acting out as 
much,” said Gilliam.

If a 21-year-old student is housed 
with someone underage, alcohol 
must be kept in a space where only 
they can get to it, and can only be 
drank in the presence of those who 
are of age.

Dillon Siero, 20, a business 
major and resident in the campus 
apartments, admitted to having his 
fair share of experiences with the 
resident advisors. 

University Police made nine 
alcohol-related arrests and 
reports in dorms last year

HELENA REED
For the Daily Titan

Questions of immortality 
and life after death will be 
discussed in the library

LAUREN HARRITY
Daily Titan

Experts analyze 
religious philosophy
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An intern of a big cat sanctu-
ary in Dunlap, Calif. was killed 
by one of its lions Wednesday 
afternoon. 

According to CNN, the 
26-year-old female worker 
was attacked by a 350-pound 
African lion after she entered 
the cat’s enclosure. Despite 
medical assistance being pro-
vided by Fresno County Sher-
iffs deputies, she died at the 
scene.

Deputies arrived on the 
scene to find another worker 
attempting to distract the 
lion—named Cous Cous—but 
after attempts failed, Sheriffs 
were forced to shoot and kill 
the animal.

Cat Haven, the sanctu-
ary mentioned, was founded 
in 1993 and comprises 100 
acres of wooded area in Fres-
no county. 

According to the sanctu-
ary’s website, it is home to not 
only lions, but tigers, leopards 
and jaguars as well.

Project Survival, owners of 
Cat Haven, said they would 
investigate the incident to 
ensure safety protocols were 
followed. Founder, Dan An-
derson, made a statement of-
fering support to the female 
intern’s family.

Brief by 
RICARDO GONZALEZ

DTBRIEFS
Lion kills worker at 

Fresno sanctuary

Unions resist TSA 
ruling on knives
Unions and other groups 

representing federal air mar-
shals and flight attendants 
said they will ask the Trans-
portation Security Adminis-
tration (TSA) to reconsider its 
move allowing airline passen-
gers the option to carry small 
knives aboard U.S. flights, ac-
cording to CNN.

The change, which will 
take effect April 25, will allow 
passengers to possess items 
such as golf clubs, pool cues 
and knives with blades shorter 
than 2.36 inches. The blades 
may also not be more than half 
an inch wide and may not lock 
into place. Razor blades and 
box cutters remain banned.

The bans on pocketknives 
and various sporting equip-
ment, seen as potential weap-
ons, were spurred by the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks. Some ex-
perts have recently suggested 
that new security improve-
ments since the attacks have 
made such strict prohibition 
on certain items unnecessary, 
according to CNN.

TSA head John Pistole said 
the revision realign the U.S. 
with international carry-on reg-
ulations, according to CNN.

Brief by 
IAN WHEELER

In an effort to avoid a gov-
ernment shutdown, the House 
of Representatives passed a 
$1 trillion spending package 
Wednesday, which will be able 
to fund the government until 
the end of September, accord-
ing to USA Today. 

This will give the Pentagon 
more flexibility when it comes 
time to implement the $85 bil-
lion spending cuts that will 
began March 1 and last until 
Sept. 30. 

While the cuts are going to 
affect all reaches of federal 
government, at least half of 
the cuts will come from de-
fense spending.

More than 50 Democrats 
and a majority of Republicans 
voted in favor of the spending 
package, with the final results 
ending up 267-151. Demo-
crats largely opposed the 
spending package because 
they want other federal agen-
cies to have the ability to cut 
domestic programs. 

In the Senate, Democrats 
are preparing a spending 
package to do just that, which 
will appear in the Senate vote 
next week.

Brief by 
ETHAN HAWKES

House passes $1 
trillion in spending

TECH: New approaches to 
learning hit K-12 classrooms

Christer Sanchez, 21, a biology major, studies in the Titan Student Union Pavilion Lounge on Wednesday. 
JOHN PEKCAN / Daily Titan

“(WileyPLUS) makes (home-
work) a lot easier, I just wish it 
didn’t cost so much,” said John 
Servatius, 20, a senior account-
ing major. He added that he spent 
about $250 on a bundle package 
including the software and text-
book.

Spitzer understands the burden 
put on students to purchase some-
thing extra so he decided to have 
his class use a cheaper textbook 
and bundle package through the 
bookstore. 

April Franklin, a business com-
munication professor, encourages 
students to purchase the software 
and textbook bundles online. She 
uses Aplia, a course management 
system that acts as a digital text-
book. 

The program allows professors 
to create homework and monitor 
a student’s performance. Students 
can go online to complete assign-
ments, review course information 
and check grades. 

Aplia can be purchased online 
through CengageBrain.com and 
students can buy a softbound text-
book for $5 more.

The software can cost students 
about $100 to $200 depending 
on the textbook it comes with and 
class it is being used in.

Many math and business pro-
fessors incorporate Aplia software 
with their teaching. Aplia assists 
instructors by grading assignments 
instantly.

Franklin said Aplia allows stu-
dents to interact more efficiently 
with the text.

“The software entices them,” 
said Franklin. “They can do it on 
their iPad, they can do it while 

they’re having their coffee.”
The ResponseCard is similar to 

the iClicker by enabling students 
to instantly respond to an instruc-
tor’s question. 

Markell Bailey, 20, a junior 
business major, used the Response 
Card in his economic class for 
practice questions and quizzes.

Bailey said the ResponseCard is 
helpful because it allows students 
to see answers on the board and 
how the rest of the class answered 
the same question.

Students can become more en-
gaged with devices, such as the 
iClicker and ResponseCard, but 
professors may end up lecturing 
less since most of the work is done 
through software.

“Professors aren’t able to per-
form a regular lecture during this 
day and age where everyone is on-
line,” Spitzer said. “I feel sad that 
I have to do this kind of thing to 
sort of get students more engaged 
with the material.”

Despite students using newer 
technology in the classroom, many 
students deal with the frustrations 
of software glitches. 

Servatius has used WileyPLUS, 
an online computer program, in 
many accounting classes for study-
ing and homework assignments. 

Although Servatius enjoys using 
WileyPLUS, students from other 
schools have expressed how dis-
pleased they are with the program 
by creating a “I Hate WileyPLUS” 
website and Facebook page.

Students commented on how 
WileyPLUS graded assignments 
wrong and went offline frequently, 
making it harder to submit home-
work.

“I really didn’t like (WileyP-
LUS) at first but they made a few 

changes here and there,” said Ser-
vatius. “I just really enjoy using it 
now.”

Technology will continue to im-
pact classrooms since more profes-
sors are requiring students to use 
software and devices in class.

Technology is not only increas-
ing in college classrooms, but also 
in elementary and high schools.

Younger students are becoming 
accustomed to using technological 
devices in the classroom, which 
may benefit them in the future as 
they continue through different 
levels of schooling.

Many classrooms in the Ful-
lerton School District use an iPad 
and Apple TV with a projector so 
teachers can show lessons on the 
screen while walking around the 
class, said Karen Green, program 
specialist of technology and media 
services for Fullerton School Dis-
trict.

“This helps with classroom 
management and allows the teach-
er to pass the iPad to a student to 
complete problems and display to 
the class,” Green said. 

Students can express themselves 
instantly with technology, while 
professors are using the internet 
and programs to work more ef-
ficiently with students and help 
keep them focused.

People have become condi-
tioned nowadays to wanting feed-
back or a way to interact, Spitzer 
said.

Technology is increasingly pres-
ent on campus, but the classrooms 
where students learn may remain 
the same.

“I feel students need to learn in 
the classroom,” Bailey said. “We 
need that physical presence to 
keep us actively engaged.” 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Where the organisms can 
infect the body:

Untreatable and often deadly su-
perbugs are spreading through hos-
pitals across the United States and 
doctors fear that it could be too late 
to stop them, senior health officials 
said Tuesday. 

“These are nightmare bacterias 
that present a triple threat,” said 
Thomas Frieden, director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, to USA Today. 

“They’re resistant to nearly all 
antibiotics. They have high mortality 
rates, killing half of people with seri-
ous infections. And they can spread 
their resistance to other bacteria,” 
Frieden said. 

This class of superbug, called 
carbapenem-resistant Enterobacte-
riaceae, or CRE,  currently has only 
been found only in hospitals or nurs-
ing homes, rather than in the com-
munity, Frieden said.

Officials are sounding the alarm 
because if the bacteria’s spread isn’t 
contained soon it will cause common 
infections to become untreatable.

The superbug tends to strike im-
mune-compromised people who are 
hospitalized for a long time or living 
in a nursing home, Frieden said.

CRE is not spread through per-
son-to-person contact, like the bac-
teria causing pink eye or strep throat.

 
Brief by 

BEVI EDLUND

DEADLY SUPERBUGS SPREAD ACROSS THE U.S.
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HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

For research study involving 
measurement of hemoglobin.

If you are between 18-35 yrs old, 
healthy and weigh 220 lbs or less,

you may be eligible to participate in a research 
study with monetary compensation for your time.

Multiple blood draws and a fluid 
infusion are required over the 
90-120 minutes study period.

Please call for details.

Masimo Corp.
40 Parker Irvine, CA 92618

949-297-7137

An expert in risk management spoke with 
students Wednesday as part of the Business 
Madness Week presented by the College of 
Business and Economics.

Susan Meltzer, vice president of enterprise 
risk management for Aviva Canada, taught 
students about risk management in various 
fields, such as banking and NASCAR, at Ste-
ven G. Mihaylo Hall to a crowd of about 40 
students. 

Risk management is the study of eco-
nomical or safety concerns and how “un-
fortunate events” can be minimized. The 
findings are heavily used by businesses 
and organizations to maximize profit and 
minimize lawsuits. 

Risks can come from market instabilities, 
natural disasters, project failures or even de-
liberate attack. 

Meltzer has been an insurance broker 
at many corporations. She has an exten-
sive background in insurance and risk 
management, and has been with Aviva 
Canada since 2006. 

Meltzer has been involved with the Risk 

and Insurance Management Society since 
1983, and has served as president of the 
society. 

Business Madness is hosted by the 
Business Inter-Club Council and the Ca-
reer Center. 

The week-long business celebration 
began last year as an evolution of Busi-
ness Week. 

Business Madness is intended to have a 
more celebratory and relaxed atmosphere 
than its predecessor.

Earlier this week, representatives from 
companies such as ESPN and Disney lec-
tured students on topics ranging from glo-
balization to sales and marketing strategies. 
Eighty representatives were on hand this 
week to teach students about opportunities 
in different businesses and fields.  

Business Madness continues Thursday. 

Brief by 
SAMUEL MOUNTJOY

BUSINESS BRIEF
Madness Week brings risk management expert

Margaret Garber, Ph.D., a Cal State 
Fullerton liberal studies professor, will dis-
cuss the unusual curiosities and research 
of the Academy of Curiosi on Thursday.

The presentation, “The Academy of 
Curiosi: Communicating ‘Chemical Exper-
tise’ in the 17th Century Holy Roman Em-
pire,” will be held in Langsdorf Hall Room 
321 at 5:30 p.m.

It is sponsored by the university’s Cen-
ter for the History and Philosophy of Sci-
ence, Technology and Medicine.

The Academy of Curiosi, which formed 
as a collaborative effort of four physicians 
during the 17th century, is the equivalent 
to the U.S. National Academy of Scienc-
es, said Garber. 

“What I specifically look at is the way in 
which they (the Academy of Curiosi) use 
unusual secrets and unusual curiosities to 
draw attention to themselves,” said Gar-
ber. 

The academy dug Garber deep into 
the foundations of Central European roots 

with the fusion of biology, chemistry and 
research that were otherwise more com-
monly tied with Western Europe.

“In some ways it’s trying to redirect this 
imbalance of what people understand 
about early modern science,” Garber 
said about regional studies of science 
and medicine that set the standard of a 
common understanding. 

In addition, the academy is also cred-
ited for establishing a universal language 
for scientific terms and the names of spe-
cific elements.

The physicians who made up the acad-
emy sought to study the unconventional 
thoughts relative to science than physical 
and biological aspects of more concrete 
evidential findings. 

Brief by 
STEPHANIE MERCADO

LECTURE BRIEF
CSUF bridges curiosity with science and medicine

Gaus argues against Hobbes 
view and encourages people to 
break down the barrier between 
politics and religion.

The event is being organized by 
John Davis, Ph.D., a CSUF phi-
losophy professor. In addition to 
teaching philosophy, Davis has 
organized symposiums on philo-
sophical issues such as the 2011 
Philosophy Symposium on Dis-
agreement in Epistemology and 
Ethics.

“Some of the papers from that 
symposium, and some others that 
weren’t presented at that sympo-
sium, are about to be published as 
an issue of a journal called Philo-
sophical Topics,” said Davis.

Although some may not be 
aware of the event, all students 
and faculty are welcome to the 
guest lectures.

“I haven’t heard about it but it 
sounds like it could be really in-
teresting,” said Michael Tomkins, 
a sophomore at CSUF.

Both lectures will be held at 
Pollak Library Room 130. Each 
lecture will be followed by a 
30-minute question and answer 
session with professors.

PHILOSOPHY: 
Professors debate  
scope of theory

DEFICIT: Partisanship obstructs compromise 
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“Many 
philosophers 

have argued that 
living forever 

would
 be boring.”

JOHN FISCHER
UCR Philosophy Professor

“I want their party, the Re-
publican party, to be known as 
the party who only cares about 
the millionaires and billionaires 
and multinational corporations. 
And they’ve proven through their 
pledge,” said Democratic Con-
gressman Alan Grayson (D-Fla.), 
a recent signer of the Takano-
Grayson letter against future cuts 
to Medicaid, Medicare and Social 
Security benefits. 

However, some conservatives 
deem the course Medicaid fund-
ing is unsustainable. 

Republican members of Con-
gress have been pushing for scaled 
back entitlement programs be-
cause of the expenses without tan-
gible cash to pay for it.

Patrick Louis Knudsen, a Gro-
ver M. Hermann senior fellow in 
Federal Budgetary Affairs at the 
Heritage Foundation, a conserva-
tive think tank in Washington, 

D.C., said Democrats are unwill-
ing to accept the fact that Med-
icaid is en-route to an “acceler-
ated collapse” if it continues to be 
funded the way it is.

“The democratic party has al-
ways been supportive of the ex-
isting, government run Medicare 
and Medicaid programs,” said 
Knudsen. “The easiest way to de-
stroy Medicare right now is to just 
leave it alone. It’ll just collapse un-
der its own financial weight.”

Republicans, who have classi-
cally resisted spending, have accom-
plished dramatic reductions up to 
$85 billion alone this year through 
the sequester, although not in the 
best way, according Knudsen. 

“The spending cuts that are 
coming into play would be rela-
tively consistent with the Repub-
lican agenda anyway,” he said. “So 
far, they have been willing to stand 
their ground on this issue and say 
‘You got your tax increases, now 
it’s time to do spending cuts.’” 

President Obama, in equal dis-
belief Washington policymakers 
could not agree on a settlement, 
said the West Wing is not respon-
sible for the sequester because Re-
publicans refused to compromise 
on taxing the top earners in the 
country.

He said in a press conference 
the negotiations could have been 
approached in a “balanced way,” 
citing an implied responsibility to 
lower the deficit without laying 
off workers or axing financial aid 
for college students.

“They’ve allowed these cuts 
to happen because they refuse to 
budge on closing a single wasteful 
loophole to help reduce the defi-
cit,” Obama said.

As recently as yesterday, they 
decided to protect special inter-
est tax breaks for the well-off and 
well-connected, and they think 
that is apparently more impor-
tant than protecting our military 
or middle-class families from the 

pain of these cuts.
In the days leading up to the 

sequester deadline, a bitter debate 
was sparked about who was truly 
at fault for the drastic cuts. 

The president repeatedly denied 
the automatic reductions were at 
his hands, but journalist and re-
cently anointed GOP champion 
Bob Woodward revealed the Ex-
ecutive Branch’s role in initiating 
the sequester in a lengthy editorial 
published late February.

“The sequester was something 
that was discussed … and as has 
been reported, it was an idea that 
the White House put forward,” 
said White House Press Secretary 
Jay Carney, admitting fault after a 
lengthy fight over who caused the 
sequester, in a statement. 

Woodward also disclosed emails 
and conversations he had with top 
White House aides who he said 
yelled at him and sent him angry 
emails in response to his allegations.

“They acknowledged the idea 

came from the White House,” 
Woodward told Politico reporters 
in an interview. “They are putting 
out things ... to somehow refute 
the idea of what I wrote that they 
‘changed the goalposts.’”

In coming months, nearly every 
government program will feel the 
pain of budget reductions. 

Many government employees 
will be furloughed from national 
parks to government offices as 
Congress continues to bicker over 
further changes in spending. 

Knudsen said the way Congress 
been handling it over the past sev-
eral years has been very “piecemeal 
and ad hoc” as the country seems 
to have a budget crisis every cou-
ple of months.

Another debt ceiling debate is 
on the horizon and Congress will 
be forced back into the arena in 
order to avoid another govern-
ment shutdown in a replay of the 
debate that wracked the Capitol 
two years ago. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Well, it has been a while! 
I’m sorry to those readers—both 

of you—who might have missed my 
handsome picture and sharp word-
smithing during the break, but you’ll 
be happy to know we’re back to ex-
plore some more nerdisms. Since 
there were quite a few updates in 
geekdom during the interim, let’s 
take a look at some of those.

J.J. Abrams is going to make a 
Half-Life movie or a Valve game. 

No one seems clear on it.
Famous Hollywood director J.J. 

Abrams and Valve Corporation co-
founder Gabe Newell were on-stage 
at D.I.C.E., a video game industry 
event, to talk about how they’re su-
per happy to be working together. 
On what?

Well, I don’t know, maybe a Half-
Life movie, or a game. You guys like 
Portal, right? Maybe another one of 
those?

As we’ve seen in the past, with 
partnerships like that of Steven 
Spielberg with EA, games and Hol-
lywood don’t seem to mix. Not that 
the results were as bad as any of the 
movies based on games, it’s just that 
nothing really came of those collabo-
rations.

Abrams, director of such hits as 
the new Star Trek franchise, Clover-
field and the upcoming Star Wars se-
quels, claimed he was really looking 
forward to adapting some of his fa-
vorite games into movies, and New-
ell seemed equally enthusiastic. I’m 
not saying that those guys can’t pro-
duce good stuff, but it just doesn’t 
seem likely that anything will really 
come of this. Both of those men are 
extremely busy and already have 
about a dozen other projects they’re 
working on or are committed to.

I’d love to see some good movie 
adaptations of video games, maybe 
with the game creators a little more 
involved in the process. But I’ll be-
lieve it when I see it.

Sony to sell high-end PC, calling 
it “PS4” or some such thing.
Unsurprisingly, the PlayStation 4 

was announced by Sony a few weeks 
ago. Jumping ahead of Microsoft—
who will no doubt be announcing 
its own new console soon—the elec-
tronics giant decided to start building 
up hype early. It did so by showing off 
hardware specs and bragging about 
some of the features the console 
could potentially have.

Potentially. Maybe. Possibly. Um 
... We’ll see?

All cynicism aside, some of those 
features do look pretty interesting. 
Livestreaming is a rising gaming 
trend, so a partnership with Ustream 
could work out well for them, even 
if most of the kids these days are on 
that Twitch.tv site. The idea of being 
able to share your game footage with 
friends was interesting. Even cooler 
was the idea that a friend could lit-
erally jump into your game and take 
control, possibly helping you get past 
a difficult part, but more likely sim-
ply throwing your character off a cliff 
or into a pit of spikes.

Another smartly implemented idea 
was the new(ish) concept of streaming 
games via Sony’s recently purchased 
Gaikai program. Demos, older games 
from the previous PlayStations and 
smaller games could work over such a 
system, and the possibilities are many.  
Additionally, Sony teased a function 
that would allow you to start playing 
a game even while it was still down-
loading, great for getting players into 
the games faster.

However, there weren’t many actu-
al games shown off at the press event. 
Sony no doubt is waiting for E3 later 
in June to show those goodies off. 
The box itself and price weren’t an-
nounced either, but anyone expecting 
those was kidding themselves.

The ideas look promising, but—as 
always—the system will need good 
games to be worth buying.

Just ask the PlayStation Vita.

Sim City, or: How I learned to stop 
worrying and love the DRM

Finally there’s Maxis and EA’s 
latest release, Sim City. It came out 
Tuesday and I purchased it. The 
game contains an always-online 
DRM (which is nerdy talk for say-
ing you have to be connected to the 
Internet if you want to interact with 
the game in any way). 

And if you can’t connect to EA’s 
servers, then you can’t play.

For an ostensibly single-player 
game this is fairly ridiculous, intru-
sive and unfair; so to counter those 
aspects, multiplayer mechanics 
have been added. These allow other 
players to take control of other cit-
ies in the same region as yours, al-
lowing you to share resources along 
with other things.

It’s fine, but it’s not worth having 
to wait 30 minutes for my game to 
start—the one I paid $60 for.

The general consensus on DRM 
is that if you don’t agree with these 
policies, then you shouldn’t buy the 
game. Gamers have a nasty habit of 
throwing fits about things like this, 
but still buy the product anyway. 
I’m just as guilty.

All I can really say on the mat-
ter is this: For this particular game I 
don’t care. It’s so much fun when it’s 
online and working that I seem to 
pretty much forget all of the philo-
sophical reasons I have for disliking 
this product.

I certainly am a hypocrite, but on 
the plus side, I was voted Mayor of 
the Year!

Suppressing issues in California jails

According to Gov. Jerry Brown, 
the crisis is over when it comes 
to unfair care in California jails. 
However, according to new evi-
dence, this is far from the case. 

A recent Los Angeles Times ar-
ticle reported that certain docu-
ments detailing poor care for pris-
oners in suicide watch had been 
suppressed. Large county jails 
holding thousands of inmates have 
not always been given the best rep-
utation when it comes to cleanli-
ness and a stringent definition 
of “safety.” With that said, why 
would evidence providing details 
of inhumane conditions in suicide 
watch areas be of any surprise?

Easy, because documents ex-
ploiting this information were 
suppressed, naturally raising pub-
lic suspicions about the state’s 
leaders and the choices they are 
making.

According to an interview be-
tween the LA Times and Lindsay 
Hayes, a national expert on sui-
cide prevention in prisons, the 
conditions for holding inmates 
under suicide watch comes with 
grim circumstances. By describ-
ing the state’s system of holding 
suicidal inmates for days in dirty 

and airless cells, Hayes expressed 
that it was only a matter of time 
before inmates took their own life. 
He mentioned that many inmates 
would act well just to escape the 
conditions of suicide watch, yet 
they would—soon after—take 
their own life.

Ultimately, was it fair for docu-
ments surrounding inmate condi-
tions while under suicide watch to 
be suppressed? For documents to 
be hidden from the public eye? I 
strongly disagree with the suppres-
sion that took place.

The Constitution gives “We the 
people” the right to know what is 
going on inside of establishments 
that hold murderers, rapists and 
other unscrupulous characters, de-
spite what the circumstances may 
be and how bad the government 
may look.

Hayes also discovered that out 
of 25 cases, seven prisoners had 
killed themselves within hours or 
days of being released from suicide 
watch.

California jails are not the only 
state with legal matters surround-
ing inmates on suicide watch. Ac-
cording to the Dayton Daily News 
in Ohio, the newspaper investi-
gated several Ohio cases wherein, 
“Suicides were preceded by red 
flags that went undetected, mis-

read or ignored.” 
Maybe Ohio’s jails didn’t have 

documents suppressed or poor jail 
cell conditions, but the circum-
stances surrounding the lack of 
care are unfortunately similar in 
this case.

Staffing shortages was another 
problem in one prison psychiatric 
hospital. There, doctors managed 
more than 60 patients a day, oc-
casionally handling up to a stag-
gering 120 a day. The LA Times 
reported that soon after this was 
discovered, the California Depart-
ment of State Hospitals hired ad-
ditional psychiatric staff to allevi-
ate the problem.

It seems that until someone 
stands up and states the truth of 
the matter or until someone tries 
to exploit a problem, nothing will 
get figured out. In these cases, sup-
pression of an issue at large—poor 
prison conditions—has caused 
a ripple of issues throughout the 
state. 

How can trust not be shaken, 
thrown and hurdled when it comes 
to these actions? It can’t.

My hope is that this situation 
with suicidal inmate conditions 
and understaffing gets solved one 
way or the other, because leaving 
this particular problem to its cur-
rent handlers gets nothing done.

LAUREN DAVIS
Daily Titan

Since beginning this journey as an 
environmental columnist, I’ve made a 
habit of regularly checking different 
news sites in order to gain some per-
spective on big environmental issues.

I’m a huge fan of the Los Ange-
les Times and its Green Spot sec-
tion, which is entirely dedicated to 
everything Southern Californians 
might want to know on environ-
mental happenings in the local area 
and abroad. I also enjoy reading the 
Huffington Post’s Green Section, 
which has a lot of useful and inter-
esting information for the environ-
mentalist in all of us. 

But perhaps one of my sources has 
been the New York Times’ Green Blog.

No stranger to excellence in 
journalism, the New York Times 
has undoubtedly been one of the 
leading authorities on all things 
environmental. In the same spirit 
as everything they report on, the 
Times has made a concerted effort 
to draw attention to some of the 
most important environmental is-
sues this world faces.

So imagine my shock to learn that 
the New York Times canceled its 
Green Blog on March 1.

“This change will allow us to di-
rect production resources to other 
online projects,” the final blog post 
stated. “But we’ll forge ahead with 
our aggressive reporting on environ-
mental and energy topics.”

If that’s the case put forward by 
the Times, I’m not really buying it.

And this hasn’t been the only ele-
ment environmental coverage that’s 
been cut. In January, the Times 
eliminated its Environmental Desk, 
but decided to keep the Green Blog; 

as long as Green Blog had informa-
tion that was impactful and held an 
audience, it would not be in any 
danger of cancellation, managing 
editor Dean Baquet said. He said 
this at the time the Environmental 
Desk was done away with.

And here we are two months later 
with no Green Blog.

As Columbia Journalism Review’s 
Curtis Brainard put it, this was a 
“horrible decision.” Brainard stated 
that the blog grabbed a niche audi-
ence concerned with environmental 
happenings while simultaneously 
allowing the New York Times to re-
port on important things that they 
didn’t have space for in the paper.

I don’t think anybody could have 
put it better.

I suppose that upon thinking 
about it, it’s really not that shock-
ing that the Green Blog section of 
the prominent metropolitan news-
paper has been canceled. In the 
wake of digital publishing, every 
newspaper has had to make tough 
decisions on what they can afford 
to keep and what they can’t. Eye-
balls are money, after all.

Even if published material solely 
exists on a website, newspapers still 
have to consider advertising revenue.

Still, it shocks me to think that 
a newspaper that has long stood 
the test of time in spite of industry 
changes could give up on  extensive 
coverage of things capable of chang-
ing the course of our world.

New York Times has stood above 
other newspapers in its excellence 
not simply because it’s well known; 
it has stood above the rest because 
it really is one of the leading sources 

of investigative journalism in our 
world.

I’ve always idolized the profes-
sionalism and excellence that the 
Times represents, but I have to say 
that I’m very disappointed by this 
action. The changes that we see hap-
pening in our world are momentous.

Population change and scarcity of 
resources paired with climate change 
are going to be a real problem for hu-
man beings. Our generation is going 
to see a world in which irreversible 
damage will be done to ecosystems, 
and people will war over the rights to 
such basic necessities as water.

The New York Times must have 
recognized that there was an im-
portance in presenting the chang-
ing nature of climate and conserva-
tion. They must have understood 
that there was value in showcasing 
the positive efforts of people trying 
to protect the resources of this one 
planet of ours.

So it boggles my mind what 
reasons they might have for can-
celling the blog. Even if it wasn’t 
drawing in the kind of revenue the 
Times was looking for, it was still 
an impactful and relevant coales-
cence of reporting.

I still believe in the New York 
Times and its commitment to jour-
nalistic ethics, but I believe this was 
a very poor choice.

Myriad of updates from 
all corners of geekdom

Environmental blogs now 
an endangered species

It’s All Geek to Me
MATT ATKINSON

Green Piece
ALEX GROVES
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Krista English, a dance major and student mother, poses with her son Derek. She plans to graduate next May.  
ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan

IDENTITIES: TiTan dances beTween school and moTherhood

A SKILLED BALANCING ACT

Walking up to the cafe, Krista 
English looks like a dancer. 

English, 24, has been dancing 
since she was 3 years old.

“I quit for a year,” she recalls. 
“I was five and Power Rangers was 
on at the same time that dance 
was … but then I instantly want-
ed to go back.”

When Derek looks up at her 
with his bright blue eyes, English 
looks like a mother.

English discovered she was 
pregnant with her first child, a 
son, at age 22. 

The dance major was three 
months pregnant when she be-
gan in fall 2011.

Being pregnant while in col-
lege was not that bad, she said, 
until about six months into it.

She said it was then that her 
belly began to grow and dancing 
became more strenuous.

Her son, Derek, was born on 
March 3, 2012. 

Now, English juggles raising a 
one-year-old, student life and an 
internship at Eisenhower High 
School in Rialto, Calif. where 
she is a dance coach.

English’s days quickly turn 
into nights and after a full day of 
classes or taking care of Derek, 
she can’t sit down to relax. 

Instead she must complete her 

homework for her kinesiology 
classes, in which she minors in.

“It’s definitely really hard. 
Even before I had him I would 
always say ‘I wish I had just a 
day where everybody froze and I 
could get all this work done’ but 
it’s times like a million when you 
have a kid because there is no 
time whatsoever,” English said.

English plans to graduate in 
May of next year. 

She is taking five classes this 
semester. 

Thankfully, she said, her fian-
ce’s mother watches Derek while 
she’s in class on Mondays.

“I think that’s its a tremen-
dous feat for herself to try to 
tackle two things at once … to 
try to accomplish what she’s ac-
complishing is wonderful,” said 
Liz Zam, English’s future moth-
er-in-law. 

“It’s difficult, but she manages 
it very well … We’re all very very 
proud of her,” she added.

Sundays are Derek and her 
fiancé’s “Daddy/Son days.” Der-
ek’s father watches him all day so 
English can have a few moments 
to finish her school work.

English said she’s doing well 
in her classes—she has all A’s and 
B’s—but that it isn’t easy.

“I strive. I stress out a lot, but 
I really take pride in doing good 
in school. It’s my thing. This is 
for me and what I need to do, 

and for him too,” English said, 
looking down at her little boy, 
sitting quietly by her side.

Bev Vargish, assistant director 
of the Children’s Center at Cal 
State Fullerton, said she under-
stands the difficulties of being a 
student parent.

While she was in school, 
Vargish was a student parent too.

She remembers a time when her 
daughter was about 5 years old. 

Vargish was studying at the 
kitchen table, and living in a du-
plex with many other families. 

Her daughter said to her 
friends, “shhh, Mom’s studying,” 
as they tiptoed past her.

“Once you leave school, or the 
children’s center with your child 
it’s hard to claim the time that’s 
your own,” said Vargish. 

“Whereas a student without 
a child can go sit in the library 
or lock themselves in their bed-
room. If you’re a student parent 
you’ve got to be there for your 
child,” she added.

Despite the lack of sleep, extra 
work and added stress, English 
said it’s all worth it.

Looking down at her son, 
playing with his sippy cup and 
making a mess with his cookie, 
English laughs, “He’s such a 
boy.”

“You see this little boy and 
he looks at you for everything, 
you’re his world … I love being 
a mom, I feel like I was born to 
be a mom,” she said. “It could 
bring me to tears, to tell you the 
truth.”

In the future English hopes to 
enter into the kinesiology cre-
dential program at CSUF and 
plans on becoming a high school 
dance teacher.

English said she wants to fin-
ish school first, but she hopes 
one day to have more children. 

A girl perhaps, one she can 
“dress in all pink and put in bal-
let right away,” she said.

“You see this little 
boy and he looks 
at you for every-
thing, you’re his 
world ... I love be-
ing a mom, I feel 
like I was born to 
be a mom. ”

KRISTA ENGLISH
Student Mother

Although Siero has never been 
in any trouble for drinking alcohol 
under age, he said he was written 
up in the past.

“In one of my most recent write-
ups, I had three friends over with me 
and we were watching TV. The RAs 
showed up and knocked on the door. 
When we answered the door we hadn’t 
realized that one of my roommates had 
left a beer can out on the kitchen coun-
ter. So the RAs saw the empty can of 
beer, accused us of drinking and wrote 
us up,” he said.

Siero explained that after this in-
cident he received a call slip in his 
mailbox to meet with his complex 
coordinator, to whom he was able to 
explain the situation. 

He said the meeting went well 
and after explaining the situation, 
it was determined that there was no 
policy violation.

While cases of underage drinking 
on campus have occurred, Harbaugh 
said the numbers concerning under-
age drinking incidents are in no way 

disproportionate to anything he has 
experienced in his five years of being 
a professional complex coordinator.

When it comes to incidents 
during the spring semester, Har-
baugh said there have been eight 
occurrences where people have 
been sighted in housing or docu-
mented by staff for situations in-
volving alcohol. 

“I wouldn’t call nine arrests in 
housing a big issue, but we’d rather 
see zero,” Willey said.

ALCOHOL: Busts are not a 
common occurrence

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Students who are written up for possession of alcohol while in the dorms 
must meet with a complex coordinator to explain the situation.

WINNIE HUANG / For the Daily Titan

ADREANA YOUNG
Daily Titan

“I wouldn’t call 
nine arrests in 
housing a big 
issue, but we’d 
rather see zero.”

LT. SCOT WILLEY
University Police
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For the average college student, it 
can be difficult to juggle academics 
with other responsibilities and earn a 
degree in four years.

But Michelle Villegas and Saman-
tha Lopez are not your average col-
lege students.

Both young women are in their 
first year at Cal State Fullerton and 
are planning on earning their bache-
lor’s degrees by the spring of 2014—
a year from now.

That isn’t a miscalculation. They will 
be completing their college career in 
just two years.

Villegas and Lopez are graduates of 
Tustin High School, where an Early 
College Program was offered to help 
students take college classes and earn 
their AA by the time they graduated.

The program, which ended the year 
following Villegas and Lopez’s gradua-
tion, allowed students to test into the 
curriculum as freshmen and take two 
college courses every semester in place 
of a regular first and second period.

Tustin High School teamed up 
with Irvine Valley College and had 
professors come directly to the high 
school to teach the courses, all free of 
cost to students.

Participants in the program who 
continued all throughout their four 
years were able to obtain more than 60 
units by the time they graduated.

While the program is similar to an 
advanced placement (AP) course, the 
major difference is that the students 
are guaranteed college credit if they 
pass the class in Early College, whereas 
units are contingent on the passing of a 
cumulative AP exam.

Villegas and Lopez said the Early 
College Program began with 40 par-
ticipants, but by the time their grad-
uation came around their senior year, 
the number had dwindled down to 
less than 15.

Amy Bledsoe, counselor and for-
mer Early College coordinator at 
Tustin High, said Villegas and Lo-
pez’s class was the pilot cohort to go 
through the program after it was ad-
opted from Beckman High.

“Michelle and Samantha were 
very hardworking and determined 
throughout their time in the pro-
gram. They put in a lot of time and 
effort to be as successful as they are 
today,” said Bledsoe.

As with every great pursuit, there 
also comes great sacrifice. Villegas and 
Lopez are all too familiar with the 
struggles that have come along with 
being so far ahead.

“I was not able to have much of a 
social life in high school because my 
classes were so time-consuming and 
not really fitting in. … I had a drasti-
cally different schedule with my college 
classes,” said Villegas.

Lopez goes back every now and then 
to Tustin High to speak with students 

about the importance of education and 
working hard in school.

Both Villegas and Lopez are pur-
suing a degree in psychology. They 
said their bachelor’s degree will not 
be the last stop for them in their edu-
cational journey.

Villegas is a self-proclaimed “life-
long learner,” while Lopez is already 
looking into graduate school and doc-
torate options.

“I want to go to grad school, so I’ll 
still be applying to other schools. I 
know I’ll be in school for a while; my 
goal is to get my Ph.D.,” said Lopez. 

Both girls faced adversity through-
out their school years and single out 
their mothers as their biggest motiva-
tors and support systems. 

Villegas said she appreciates the sac-
rifices her mom made to financially 
support her in her academics.

Lopez, whose mother had her at 
a young age, recognizes what her 
mother gave up in order to give her 
better opportunities.

Although Villegas and Lopez re-
main humble about their accomplish-
ments, they are proud of the achieve-
ments that they have fulfilled.

Both girls are on track to graduate 
by next spring and are currently work-
ing in all their classes to complete as-
signments on time and get a good GPA 
during their second semester.

“I’m excited and then I’m sad too, 
because then I feel like sometimes I 
rushed college,” Lopez said.

Michelle Villegas,19, studies for a research methods class on campus on Monday.
ANIBAL ORTIZ / For the Daily Titan

Catalina Olvera, EPOCHS project director, poses for a faculty photo.
Courtesy of Fulleton.edu 

In the midst of appointments, work 
and studying, Sunday mornings are set 
aside for family. Family is Catalina Ol-
vera’s foundation. Because of their sup-
port, she is able to take on the role of 
a mentor for graduate students at Cal 
State Fullerton. 

Olvera is the project director of En-
hancing Postbaccalaureate Opportuni-
ties at Cal State Fullerton for Hispanic 
Students (EPOCHS). EPOCHS is a 
program funded by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education that aims to in-
crease the number of hispanic gradu-
ate students at CSUF by providing 
resources and supporting students. 

Olvera’s passion for working in the 
education system lies within her teach-
ing background. She has worked pre-
dominantly with students from Title 
I schools as a teacher and an instruc-
tional coach for the past 12 years. 

From a young age, Olvera knew 
that she wanted to teach. At 16 years 
old, with the support of her mother, 
she obtained a cosmetology license and 
eventually got her first taste in the field 
as a cosmetology teacher.  

She later pursued a higher educa-
tion and with time earned her bach-
elor’s degree in liberal studies with 
an emphasis in human development 
from California Baptist University. 
She later received her master’s degree 
in educational administration from 
Cal State Los Angeles.

Today, Olvera is working on her 
doctorate in Educational Leadership 
with a pre-K-12 emphasis. 

“The reason I came back to school 
is because I want children, students of 
color, to be able to see someone like 
themselves, be able to accomplish at 
this level a doctorate,” she said.

Olvera is currently working on her 
dissertation, which looks predomi-
nantly at students who were born here, 
entered the school system as English 
Learners (EL), and are still identified as 
EL once they reach high school. 

She said this is a concern because 
a lot of research supports learning a 
new language in five to seven years, 
which means the students should be 
proficient in the new language by 
fifth grade. 

While studying at CSUF, Olvera 
became heavily involved in the Or-

ange County community doing so-
cial justice work. Her participation in 
the community, helped open doors 
for her and gave her experience that 
became essential when applying for 
her current position as project direc-
tor of EPOCHS.

She said she was hesitant in the be-
ginning because her background lies in 
the pre-K-12 system, but after looking 
at the job description, she knew the job 
was for her. 

There are many challenges hispan-
ic students face, and Olvera hopes 
to help students excel past them 
through EPOCHS. 

“We are not a homogenous group, 
so our needs are very different,” said 
Olvera. “We do face some similar chal-
lenges, most of them are institutional 
based, such as curriculum that … is 
not diverse, and that’s institutional, 
sometimes having faculty who don’t 
necessarily understand their needs, 
that’s a concern.”

Olvera said there are many services 
that are offered to undergraduates that 
graduate students also need in order to 
be successful. 

Sometimes graduate students are 
not able to take advantage of services 
because they not only go to school, but 
also work and have other activities go-
ing on that require them to have night 
classes. By the time that they arrive to 
school, offices such as financial aid and 
student financial services are closed. 

The program has acted as a sup-
port system for students, helping them 
navigate through the school system 
by offering writing assistance, student 
support services and mentoring from 
faculty members.

“At first I found it to be an isolating 
experience to be in grad school,” said 
Marissa Bañuelos, who recently gradu-
ated with an M.A. in sociology. “But 
once I took a couple of risks with try-
ing to become more involved on cam-
pus, the EPOCHS program especially, 
helped me to connect with other grad 
students that also experienced some 
similar challenges as myself.”

As project director, Olvera acts as 
a role model for graduate students in 
the program. 

Bañuelos said Olvera is a leader and 
a mentor, and has high expectations of 
the graduate students. 

Angela Gutiérrez, 23, is currently 
studying for an M.A. in public health 
and is a graduate assistant for the EP-
OCHS program. 

She said when working with Olvera, 
she does not feel the barrier or distance 
that students at times see when work-
ing with faculty. Olvera is someone 
who is approachable and relatable. 

“I see her as somebody that I could 
talk to and ask advice from, but I 
know that this advice comes from so 
much experience that I know it’s defi-
nitely going to make a difference,” 
said Gutiérrez. 

Mentor 
helps ease 
challenges

Titans dream up two-year plan
REBECCA LOPEZ
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ACROSS
1 Theme
6 Woody’s “Annie

Hall” role
10 Slash mark?
14 NBC’s “Weekend

Today” co-anchor
Hill

15 Some parasites
16 Marching band

instrument
17 See 60-Across
20 “Viva el matador!”
21 Has the stage
22 Winter airs
23 Plastic __ Band
24 Summoning

gesture
26 See 60-Across
34 Big name in big

banking
35 Nick-named actor
36 Miss Piggy, to

Miss Piggy
37 Neglects to

mention
39 Communication

no one hears:
Abbr.

40 Cabbage salads
42 At an angle: Abbr.
43 Leg bone
45 Applications
46 See 60-Across
50 “... to market, to

buy __ pig ...”
51 Smudge on

Santa’s suit
52 Snowman’s

accessory
55 Hearing subject
57 Summer shade
60 Trio suggested by

the answers to
17-, 26- and 46-
Across

64 Sword with a
guarded tip

65 Kept
66 Shah’s fate
67 “Buddenbrooks”

novelist
68 Wild about
69 Provide room for

growth, perhaps

DOWN
1 Jogging

instrument?
2 Unwritten test
3 Roofer’s purchase
4 Hard water?
5 Going up against
6 Part for a singer
7 Oz visitor

8 TiVo ancestor
9 So far

10 It precedes
“Substituted Ball”
in the Definitions
section of the
“Rules of Golf”

11 Pickled veggie
12 First family

member
13 Tropicana Field

team
18 Date-setting

phrase
19 Rich relatives?
23 “Count __!”
24 Story-telling song
25 Handyman’s

approx.
26 Shaggy’s pal, to

Shaggy
27 Unsettled state
28 Not straight up
29 With money at

stake
30 Violinist’s supply
31 Member of the

Five College
Consortium,
familiarly

32 Swimmer’s need
33 Temper tantrum
38 World No. 1 tennis

player between
Martina and
Monica

41 Abundant,
plantwise

44 Tax shelter letters
47 Become pitiless
48 Ascribed, as

blame
49 Old Testament

queen
52 Mushroom piece
53 Club where “music

and passion were
always the
fashion,” in song

54 “Right on!”
55 Fries 

seasoning
56 Menu choice after

an “oops”
57 Dancing blunder
58 Folksy Guthrie
59 Rostov 

rejection
61 Sox, in line 

scores
62 Boy toy?
63 Send packing

Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved
By Joel D. Lafargue 3/7/13

(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 3/7/13

Aries (March 21-April 19) Let your partner take the lead. Push 
your crew to participate. Affection grows in a difficult situation. 
Women offer their help, including some startling insights. Listen 
with intention. Distant communications bring positive news.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Discover a treasure you didn’t 
know you had. You can borrow the money you need; keep 
track of spending. Get into action. Acknowledgement comes 
from far away. Invitations fly between friends and family.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) In a lucky break, a 
crazy idea works. Collect as much as you can. Listen 
more than speaking. Your discipline’s admirable; use it 
to increase efficiency. Quiet meditation lifts your spirits.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) There’s a lucky sur-
prise. Still, more study is required. True love plays by 
the rules. Press your agenda verbally. By now, your 
choice should be obvious. Invest in your business.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Get a nice new outfit, and be 
prepared for some good news. Discuss the poten-
tial privately. Keep your resources confidential. Share a 
moment of sweet nostalgia with someone who was there.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Make long-range plans to 
improve your living conditions. Ask family to help, and 
get pleasantly obsessed with details. Insist upon what 
works best for you. Romance enters the picture unbidden.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Personal magnetism works in 
your favor. Gather information, and share it. Let your part-
ner take the lead; your team has faith in your success. 
You love the people you meet now. Romance beckons.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Give thanks for a windfall. Invest 
in your own success first. You can afford it. Creative planning 
resolves a practical issue. Speak healing words. Complete 
a home project. Provide excellent service and support.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) You’re irresistible, and they love 
you. Make a plan for the future that includes your partner’s dream. 
A secret tip leads to profits. Call the shot, and sign on the dotted line.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Pleasant memories abound. 
Gather practical data. Your dedication to service is commend-
able. Reveal your ideas in private. Accept encouragement, 
then go ahead and make a commitment for those you love.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) There’s more work coming in. 
Make sure it works for your family. Look for clues behind 
the scenes. Visit an influential female. Keep your team 
on track, and upgrade equipment. Add love and creativity.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) What would you love to 
learn next? You can afford to take on future expenses 
now. In a delightful turn of events, there’s more creative 
work coming in, and a bonus. Invest in your business.

Courtesy of mctcampus.com



Last year, the then-No. 11 
ranked Cal State Fullerton base-
ball team traveled to Texas to take 
two of three games and upset No. 
5-ranked Texas A&M. It was the 
first time since 1995 that a non-
conference opponent won a series 
on the Aggies’ home field.

This weekend the unranked Ag-
gies will try to exact revenge by 
traveling to Fullerton and trying 
to give the No. 13 Titans a taste of 
their own medicine.

This year’s three-game series is 
set to begin on Friday, however, 
according to weather reports there 
is a high chance of rain. This is 
not unfamiliar territory for both 
teams, as game two of last year’s 
series was postponed at the top of 
the tenth inning due to rain.

The postponement to the fol-
lowing day was a good thing for 
the Titans as they took the win in 
the 11th inning. Austin Kingsolv-
er’s RBI single brought Anthony 
Trajano home for the 6-5 victory 
in the continuation of the post-
poned game.

The Titans then rode that mo-
mentum straight into the third 
and final game with a come from 
behind victory, 4-3. The game was 
tied going into the ninth inning 
when with the bases loaded, An-
thony Hutting came into the game 
to pinch-hit and knocked in the 
go-ahead run to give the Titans 
the lead. Michael Lorenzen moved 
from center field to pitcher in the 
final inning for the save.

The Titans began the season 
with the hottest start in school 
history, 10-0, but have since fal-
tered by dropping the next two. 
Coming into this game with an 
11-2  record, it is important that 
the Titans defend their home field 
against the Aggies.

The Titans first loss of the sea-
son came at the hands of the No. 
11-ranked Oregon Ducks (10-3) 
on Sunday, 9-1. The Titans col-
lected 10 hits but weren’t able to 
muster up more than just one run. 
The Ducks blew the game open in 
the sixth, seventh and eighth in-
nings by scoring at least a run in 
each of them, including three in 

the eighth.
The woes for the Titans con-

tinued into Tuesday’s match-up 
against the University of San Di-
ego Toreros (8-4) as they fell 7-3. 
All-American Kris Bryant was the 
difference in the game as he hit 
two home runs, driving in four of 
the Toreros’ seven runs.

The Titans allowed the Tore-
ros to get on base much too fre-
quently as they walked a season-
high six batters along with giving 
up eight hits in the game. Sopho-
more pitcher J.D. Davis was given 
the loss as he allowed four runs 
on four hits, three walks and two 
strikeouts. Davis is now 1-1 on the 
season.

Hoping to break their first los-
ing streak of the season, the Ti-
tans traveled to Los Angeles to 
take on the USC Trojans (6-6) on 
Wednesday. The two teams had 
previously met this season in the 
Titans’ season opener, which was 
won by CSUF, 3-2. 

The Titans jumped out to an 
early lead by scoring three in the 
first inning thanks to RBIs from 
Carlos Lopez, Anthony Hutting 
and Lorenzen. In the second, the 
Titans continued their hot start by 
scoring another five runs.

In the fifth inning the Titans 
made it 10-0 as Hutting homered 

to right field, scoring Chad Wal-
lach and seemingly putting the 
game away. However, the Trojans 
were not going to go down with-
out a fight as they scored two runs 
in both the sixth and seventh in-
ning making it 10-4. But it wasn’t 
enough as the Titans took the 
game 11-4.

The Texas A&M Aggies (9-5) 
will come to Goodwin Field this 
weekend having lost three of their 
last four games.

Senior infielder Mikey Reyn-
olds leads the Aggies’ offensive 
attack in batting average (.463), 
on base percentage (.508), runs 
scored (11), hits (25), RBIs (10), 
and stolen base attempts (9). 

Texas A&M has two underclass 
pitching standouts that the Titans 
can expect to face this weekend: 
freshman standout Grayson Long 
and sophomore Daniel Meng-
den, who are both undefeated 
on the season. Long is 2-0 with 
a 1.65 ERA and has allowed the 
least hits, runs, earned runs, and 
home runs of anyone on his pitch-
ing staff. Mengden leads the team 
with three wins and boasts a 2.18 
ERA.

For more information regarding 
this series or the men’s impressive 
early season start, visit Fullerton-
Titans.com.

The Cal State Fullerton men’s 
basketball team will look to end 
season on a high note this weekend 
on the road against UC Santa Bar-
bara and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
and bring momentum into the Big 
West Tournament.

The Titans (14-15, 6-10 Big 
West) will look to rebound after 
losing their final two home games 
of the season. The first loss of last 
weekend was against University 
of the Pacific, 64-55, on Feb. 28, 
which marked the team’s lowest 
scoring game of the season. CSUF 
also dropped their senior night 
game Saturday against UC Davis 
71-68.

CSUF currently stands in sev-
enth place in the Big West stand-
ings and will travel up the 101 
freeway tonight to take on the 
UCSB Gauchos (9-19, 5-11 Big 
West), who sit right behind the 
Titans in the eighth and final Big 
West Tournament spot. Tipoff is 
scheduled for 7 p.m.

The Titans will look to sweep 
the season series against the Gau-
chos after they won at home 
against UCSB 86-79 on Dec. 29. 
The Titans are 6-8 on the road, 
and are currently tied for first in 
road wins with Long Beach State 

and UC Davis. The Gauchos are 
6-6 at home this season. UCSB 
leads the all-time series against 
CSUF, 39-36.

The Gauchos won their first 
game of March against Cal State 
Northridge after a rough 1-6 Feb-
ruary. 

With both teams having already 
clinched a spot in the tournament, 
the teams will be looking to iron 
out any kinks in their game and 
rest some of their stars.

The Titans have been hit with 
the injury bug and sorely need 
some rest before the tournament. 
Senior forward Sammy Yeager 
hasn’t played since Feb. 16 and 
missed his fourth consecutive con-
test as he continues to sit with a 
back injury. 

Senior guard D.J. Seeley missed 
the game against UC Davis after 
going down with a foot injury 
in the second half of the match 
against the University of the Pa-
cific Tigers.

Senior guard Kwame Vaughn 
has stepped up in the absence of 
his starting mates. Vaughn has 
led the team in scoring in each of 
the past four games, compiling 86 
points, 21 rebounds and 13 assists. 

Vaughn shared a special mo-
ment in front of the home crowd 
on senior night as he became the 
22nd player in school history to 
hit the 1,000 point milestone. 
Vaughn hit the milestone just 10 
days after Seeley reached the 1,000 
point mark, and the duo became 

the fifth pair in school history to 
accomplish the feat in the same 
season. 

Sophomore guard Alex Harris 
has also contributed nicely for the 
TItans over the past four contests 
with 50 points, 18 rebounds and 
12 assists.

The Titans’ season finale will 
be on Saturday against the fourth 
place Cal Poly Mustangs (15-12, 
10-6 Big West), starting at 7 p.m. 
The Mustangs go into tonight’s 
game against UC Riverside win-
ners of three straight. 

The Mustangs had a strong 
month of February with a 5-2 re-
cord including wins against Uni-
versity of the Pacific, UC Davis 
and UCSB, and a two-point loss 
against first place Long Beach 
State. However the other loss was 
against CSUF 77-60 on Feb. 20. 

The Titans can claim the season 
sweep on the road, but it will be 
a tough challenge as the Mustangs 
are 11-1 at home. Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo lead the all-time se-
ries against CSUF 32-25.

The Titan offense has cooled 
down since ranking third in the 
nation in points per game earlier 
in the season. The Titans haven’t 
scored 80 points in any of their 
last eight matches and have slipped 
to an average of 78.8 points per 
game. CSUF will look for two 
things before heading to the Big 
West Tournament: to get healthy 
and to rekindle some of that early-
season firepower.
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Coming off a tough showing at 
the Easton Invitational, the Cal 
State Fullerton softball team (8-
11) will look to turn their season 
around starting today as they first 
hit the road to compete in the 
Long Beach State Invitational. 
The Titans will take on Weber 
State and Virginia Tech at May-
field Park in Lakewood, Calif. as 
part of a doubleheader. 

While CSUF has had an inconsis-
tent start to the season, the Weber 
St. Wildcats have been downright 
struggling, posting a 1-14 record 
and having been shutout a total of 
seven times. The team has a .181 
batting average with only a total of 
one home run and 17 RBIs. 

Freshman infielder Alyson Kulp 
has been one of the more consis-
tent players, recording 11 hits to 
go along with three RBIs. Sopho-
more catcher Janel Cunningham 
and freshman outfielder Jazmine 
Thompson have also played well. 
Cunningham is batting .250 and 
has six RBIs, while Thompson 

leads the team in doubles.
The second game of the dou-

bleheader will be much more of 
a test for the Titans as Virginia 
Tech comes into the game with an 
overall record of 12-1. The Hokies 
have been playing stellar all season 
and are led by senior first baseman 
Courtney Liddle, who leads the 
team in home runs (2) and RBIs 
(12). Sophomore outfielder Lau-
ren Gaskill has also contributed 
by leading the team in batting 
average (.450) while knocking in 
six RBIs. One of the surprises for 
Virginia Tech has been freshman 
pitcher Kelly Heinz, who is 4-0 
this season with a 0.79 ERA.

On Friday, March 8, CSUF 
will come home and start an eight 
game homestand with Charleston 
Southern University. The Buc-
caneers have been struggling this 
season, compiling a record of 4-11, 
and are winless on the road. Junior 
catcher Marci Christian has been 
playing well for CSU as she has 
three home runs, 16 RBIs and is 
tied for the team lead in hits with 
16. Junior third baseman Stepha-
nie Sbardella is second on the 
team in batting average (.400) and 
has 10 RBIs, while senior pitcher 
Linzy Rother leads the Buccaneers 
rotation with two wins and a .214 

opponents batting average. 
The Titans will play another 

doubleheader on Saturday, March 9, 
starting with the University of Utah; 
a team that has gone undefeated in 
their last eight games including one 
tie against Cal Poly Pomona. The 
Utes are led by senior infielder Kelsi 
Hoopiiaina, who leads the team 
with three home runs and 16 RBIs. 
Utility player Marissa Mendenhall 
has also been consistent for Utah, 
with two home runs and 12 RBIs, 
and junior pitcher Naomi Amu has 
pitched well, compiling a record of 
4-2 with a 2.81 ERA. 

CSUF has had its share of strug-
gles this season, but are working 
hard under first year Titan head 
coach Kelly Ford. Sophomore 
pitcher Desiree Ybarra has been 
a dual threat for the team, as she 
is batting .310 with two home 
runs and 12 RBIs this season and 
also has started six games on the 
mound with a 3.24 ERA. 

Junior catcher Ariel Tsuchiyama 
and sophomore infielder Eliza 
Crawford have also been playing 
well for the Titans. Tsuchiyama 
leads the team in batting aver-
age (.326) and has 10 RBIs while 
Crawford is second on the team 
with two home runs and third 
with nine RBIs.

Softball looks to get back on track against Weber St. and Virginia Tech

The Titans huddle up before taking the field. They are currently 8-11 overall and 4-4 in their last eight games. 
WINNIE HUANG / For the Daily Titan

Men’s basketball concludes regular 
season versus UCSB and Cal Poly

Pitcher Grahamm Wiest throws a pitch during a regular season game 
against Oregon. The sophomore is 1-1 with a 2.33 ERA and 16 strikeouts. 

WINNIE HUANG / For the Daily Titan

Titans  
welcome 
Aggies 
for series
The two stellar baseball 
programs are set to face 
each other once again

JUSTIN ENRIQUEZ
Daily Titan

After losing final two home 
games of the season, Titans  
go up against Big West foes 

TAMEEM SERAJ
Daily Titan

After going winless in the 
Easton invitational, CSUF 
looks to get back on track

ANGEL MENDOZA
Daily Titan

Senior guard Jordan Knox drives to the basket. He has started one game and is shooting 52.6 percent from the field. 
ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan


