
After his Cal State Fullerton of-
fense mustered just three runs over 
the first two games of the team’s 
weekend clash in Fullerton against 
Texas A&M, Titan Head Coach 
Rick Vanderhook predicted that a 
few more runs would be scored in 
the series finale.

Vanderhook may not be an ac-
tual prophet, but he was right on 
when he made that statement dur-
ing a post-game interview Satur-
day. Aggie starting pitcher Rafael 
Pineda (1-2) was removed before 
he was able to record an out, and 
the Titans built a substantial early 
lead before hanging on by the skin 
of their teeth to earn a 7-6 victory 
Sunday afternoon at Goodwin 
Field.

The Titans scored two runs in the 
first inning without even putting a 
ball in play, thanks to four walks and 
a hit batsman.

“They gave us some runs,” said 
Vanderhook. “We almost went nine 
guys without putting the ball in play 
fair. But we’ll take runs.”

CSUF added another three in the 
second and one more in the third, 
highlighted by a pair of RBI doubles 
by shortstop Richy Pedroza.

“He had actually been swinging 
the bat really good and not been 
rewarded at all,” Vanderhook said 
of Pedroza, who entered Sunday 
with a batting average of .231 
despite consistent solid contact. 
“He’s swinging that bat as good as 
anybody.”

“I was hitting the ball hard all sea-
son, and I just tried to stay with it,” 
said Pedroza. “Sooner or later I was 
going to find some holes.”

A&M clawed its way back into 
the game with a run in the fourth 
and three more in the fifth, cutting 
the Titan lead to 6-4 and knock-
ing out CSUF starting pitcher 
Graham Wiest (2-1). However, 

relief pitchers J.D. Davis and 
Koby Gauna combined to throw 
three scoreless innings for the Ti-
tans and keep the Aggie offense in 
check. Pedroza collected his third 
hit of the game in the bottom of 
the seventh—a two out, run-scor-
ing single to left field that pushed 
the Titan lead to 7-4.

Titan standout Michael Loren-
zen took over on the mound in the 
ninth, looking for his fifth save of 
the year.

“It’s the first time he’s thrown two 
days in a row, and I was skeptical of 
putting him in,” Vanderhook said. 
“He came up and said, ‘I’m going 
in.’ I don’t argue with him when he 
says he’s going in. He’s the best guy 
in the country.”

Lorenzen certainly showed signs 
of fatigue, and acknowledged af-
ter the game that his arm was sore 
from pitching the night before. His 
velocity was down to 95 mph from 
his typical 96-99, and the Aggies 
quickly loaded the bases with one 
out. A&M designated hitter Mitch-
ell Nau, who missed a home run by 
mere inches in the fourth inning, 
ripped a single into center field that 
knocked in two runs and trimmed 
the lead to 7-6.

After a fly ball accounted for the 
second out of the inning, Loren-
zen struck out Aggie first baseman 
Cole Lankford on a high fastball—
but the pitch glanced off the glove 
of catcher Jared Deacon and went 
to the backstop. Because it was a 
wild pitch, Lankford was able to 
run to first, and Deacon couldn’t 
retrieve the ball in time to throw 
him out.

“I was getting nervous,” Vander-
hook said. “I asked where the defi-
brillator was.”

With the bases loaded, the tying 
run on third and the go-ahead run 
on second, Lorenzen was able to re-
tire A&M catcher Troy Stein on a 
first-pitch ground out to third base, 
ending the game and giving the Ti-
tans the series win.

“They were squaring me up 
pretty good, so I got a little frus-
trated,” said Lorenzen. “I think I 
was able to just calm down, pray 
a little bit and understand that my 
defense is the best defense in the 
nation.”

“They battled, and they’re tough,” 
Vanderhook said of the Aggies. 
“There’s no weakness in those guys. 
They kept fighting and fighting until 
the last pitch.”
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Cal State Fullerton Head Coach Rick Vanderhook places his hand on the casket of Nick Hurtado as the Titans pay tribute to a fallen teammate outside Calvary Chapel Chino Hills on Friday.
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LOCAL | Fullerton

City adds 
$19 M  to 
budget 

Fullerton City Council unani-
mously approved a mid-year bud-
get appropriation of $19 million, 
increasing the city’s budget from 
about $216 million to $235 mil-
lion, at a City Council meeting 
Tuesday.

The report split the $19 mil-
lion appropriation into two cat-
egories: $8.5 million in additional 
appropriations and $10.7 million 
capital improvement projects that 
were approved in 2011-2012 bud-
get, but were not carried over into 
2012-13.

Julia James, director of ad-
ministrative services for the city, 
presented the recommendation 
to the council, citing the dissolu-
tion of the redevelopment agency 
(RDA) and oversights in drafting 
of 2012-13 budget as reasons for 
the increase. 

Redevelopment agencies, lo-
cal government bodies designed 
to improve areas under economic 
distress, were dissolved by the state 
of California as part of the Budget 
Act of 2011 in order to put prop-
erty tax revenues towards pay-
ments on existing bonds and other 
obligations.

 SEE BUDGET, 3

LOCAL | College Connector

Committee analyzes public transit

Cal State Fullerton expressed 
keen interest in a study to devel-
op a public transport system that 
could potentially change the com-
mute to the university for decades.

The College Connector Study, a 
city initiative, seeks to explore the 
viability of a quick link between 
CSUF and the Fullerton Metro-
Link station. It is Fullerton’s effort 

to encourage private investment, 
accommodate population growth, 
maximize sustainable operations 
and enhance quality of life.

The committee is considering 
different transit options, includ-
ing streetcars and buses.

“We support the city’s efforts to 
enhance access to transit for mem-
bers of the campus community,” said 
Berenecea Eanes, Ph.D., vice presi-
dent of student affairs at CSUF.

City officials recently approached 
the university to secure support for 
the grant request. In turn, CSUF pro-
vided a letter of support to comple-
ment the grant application. 

Eanes said the only role requested 
from the university calls for support 
to the grant and providing repre-
sentatives to the College Connector 
Study Steering Committee.

The steering committee is com-
prised of 20 community members 
representing Fullerton residents, 
businesses, higher education and 
other organizations.

Kim Apel, CSUF Capital and 
Physical Planning manager, was 
selected as the member of the 
steering committee to represent 
CSUF. 

 SEE TRANSIT, 2

Steven G. Mihaylo (center) listens to sales concepts by business students inside Mihaylo Hall on Thursday.
MIMI HUNG / Daily Titan
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Mihaylo judges CSUF student pitches 

The study will investigate a 
possible link between CSUF 
and the Fullerton Metrolink  

YVETTE QUINTERO
Daily Titan

Titans win 
wild affair, 
take series

Junior Keegan Dale crosses home plate as a result of an RBI double from 
Ritchy Pedroza in the third inning, scoring the Titans’ sixth run of the game.

MIMI HUNG / Daily Titan
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SPORTS | Baseball

CAMPUS | Business

Five Cal State Fullerton stu-
dents pitched sales concepts to the 
College of Business and Econom-
ics building’s namesake in a com-
petition Thursday.

Students pitched in-person 
to Steven G. Mihaylo, CEO of 
Crexendo Business Solutions and 

CSUF contributor, during a com-
petition called “How to Sell to 
Steven G. Mihaylo.” 

Presenters were awarded points 
for different aspects of their dem-
onstration and the top three were 
awarded a certificate and cash 
prize.

After deliberation, the panel de-
termined business administration 
major David Ludden, 34, as the first 

place winner followed by business 
major Kevin Chen, 18, and entre-
preneurship and marketing major 
Anthony Delos Santos, 23.

“It really felt amazing,” said 
Ludden. “Having the opportunity 
to sell to Steven Mihaylo and win-
ning first place absolutely made 
my week.”

MICHELLE TUYUB
Daily Titan

 SEE COMPETITION, 3
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A suspected drunk driver ran 
a red light early Sunday morn-
ing in Fullerton and crashed into 
another vehicle, according to 
the Orange County Register.

Tracey Powell, 24, of Haw-
thorne was driving his Nissan 
Altima southbound on Harbor 
Boulevard when he ran the red 
light at West Bastanchury Road.

A woman driving a silver 
Honda Civic was making a left 
turn from West Bastanchury 
Road onto Harbour Boulevard 
when she was struck by Powell 
around 5:10 a.m., according to 
police Lt. Alex Basteri.

Powell’s car ended up by the 
nearby 76 gas station on 100 
West Bastanchury Road, which 
left officials worried about fur-
ther damage due to its close 
proximity to the gasoline, said 
Bastreri.

The woman was treated for 
minor injuries at the nearby St. 
Jude Medical Center.

The incident shut down the in-
tersection for almost two hours.

The Fullerton Fire Depart-
ment cleared the scene and the 
SigAlert traffic alert was lifted 
around 7 a.m.

Brief by 
JENNIFER NGUYEN
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 Fullerton collision  
closes intersection 

Anaheim teen dies 
from stabbing 

attack

A 19-year-old man died Sun-
day after being stabbed in what 
police believe was a gang-re-
lated incident in Anaheim, ac-
cording to the Orange County 
Register.

The man, who will not be 
named until police notify his 
family, was listed in stable con-
dition Saturday at UCI Medical 
Center in Orange, said Police 
Sgt. Bob Dunn.

The victim was stabbed after 
two men got out of a car and 
asked about his gang affiliation. 
The men and 19-year-old then 
became involved in an alterca-
tion. The victim was stabbed 
twice.

Police arrived on the scene 
at the 2400 block of West Ball 
Road after receiving a call Sat-
urday at 11:53 p.m.

The incident occurred while 
the victim was walking with a 
group of 12 people. Witnesses 
were able to provide descrip-
tions of the assailants and ve-
hicle to police.

A homicide investigation has 
been opened by police while 
the assailants are still at large.

Brief by 
KRISTEN CERVANTES

The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has no plans to 
amend the standards it has for 
protecting children from lead 
poisoning, in spite of many calls 
to action from advisors, accord-
ing to USA Today.

The standards, which were 
last revised in 2001, are said 
to neglect many dust and soil 
regulations that are too high 
for children and are not being 
changed in a timely fashion.

Because the EPA’s standards 
are used as gauges for home 
and yard inspections, USA To-
day reported that there could 
be possible opposition from the 
home renovation and real estate 
industries.

Rebecca Morley, executive 
director of the National Cen-
ter for Healthy Housing, said 
that consumers have a “right-
to-know” because things are 
being assessed by antiquated 
standards that are no longer ap-
plicable.

The EPA is said to be review-
ing the lead standards, but any 
changes will not be made until 
several years from now.

Brief by 
REBECCA LOPEZ

No changes made 
for  lead poisoning

TRANSIT: Project 
may revamp commute

The purpose of the advisory group is 
to involve the community in the study 
and build community support for the 
goal right from the start, he said.

Apel said the idea of improved 
transit from CSUF to the Metrolink 
station ties into the CollegeTown con-
cept. The appeal and purpose is to im-
prove the chances of that happening.  

He said the potential project is 
complementary of CSUF’s goal to 
allow enrollment growth to occur 
without having to expand parking 
capacity proportionately.

“The Connector would attract 
more people to commute to and 
from the campus via good public  
transit, reducing the need to expand 
parking,” said Apel.

CSUF’s role within the advisory 
committee is to provide technical 
information and support to the ad-
visory group, such as student enroll-
ment, housing and parking data. 

The university would coordi-
nate the Connector plan with that 

of CollegeTown, in particular the 
design of future Commonwealth 
Avenue, and the connector’s termi-
nal stop on campus. The study area 
encompasses a two-mile route and a 
quarter-mile buffer zone.

If the study results in a project, stu-
dents could potentially have the option 
to use the new connector to commute 
to and from campus without a car or 
parking fees, according to Apel.

“CSUF currently subsidizes tran-
sit use by the campus community 
on OCTA and Metrolink, and this 
could potentially be extended to the 
connector,” Apel said.

Apel added that the city would 
take the lead on implementation, 
as it is doing now with the plan-
ning study. Once built, CSUF could 
potentially support operation by 
actively encouraging its use by the 
campus community.

Funds for the 12-month study 
stem from a grant from the Cali-
fornia Department of Transpor-
tation received in 2012. The 
$270,000 grant was distributed to 

Southern California Association 
of Governments (SCAG), a met-
ropolitan planning organization 
that serves Fullerton.

SCAG and consultant the Plan-
ning Center, which is also a con-
sultant to the CollegeTown project, 
entered into a contract in November 
2012. The project kicked off behind 
schedule, officially in December.

Jay Eastman, senior planner, said 
the three mile area between the uni-
versity and the station does not seem 
big in terms of regional context. 
However, having the three-mile area 

connected to MetroLink will pro-
vide commuters with regional access 
to one of the largest public universi-
ties in the nation.

Eastman said the study will look 
at the value of land developing po-
tential within the corridor of study 
area and see what kind of growth 
potential and value exists, and from 
there determine if its viable.

“We didn’t want it to just be a 
transportation study,” said Eastman. 
“This is a feasibility study that … ul-
timately comes down to more of a 
land use economics question.”

Eastman said the study would con-
tribute to determining the right kind 
of connector for the community.

Placement of the connector sys-
tem has not been determined. In 
terms of an alignment, there will be 
six preliminary options that will be 
discussed by the steering committee, 
which is set to hold eight meetings 
until the end of the year.

“We’re doing this transporta-
tion study because it is incumbent 
on us to plan our own future and 
to deal with transportation issues,” 
said Eastman.

How often do you use public transportation?

Never (66%, 79 votes)

Every day (15%, 17 votes)

A few times a month (10%, 12 votes)

A few times a week (9%, 11 votes)

Total votes: 119                                                                                            Take our weekly poll at DailyTitan.com

Valerie O’Regan, Ph.D., a political science professor at CSUF, speaks to students during the symposium on Saturday.
MIMI HUNG / Daily Titan

Symposium welcomes research

Graduate students and political 
science professors assembled Sat-
urday to discuss ideas and theories 
about research and political concerns 
across a wide spectrum at the  second 
annual Political Science Symposium 
at Cal State Fullerton.

Attendees expressed their po-
litical perspectives and focused re-
search ranging from political theo-
ries, American and international 
politics, celebrities and politics, 
political polling and democratic 
ideals.

Valerie O’Regan, Ph.D., a 
CSUF political science professor, 
presented “Celebrities and their 
Political Opinions: Who Cares?”  

O’Regan discussed the role ce-
lebrities have in influencing politi-
cal views and how their credibility 
reinforces young adults’ political 
choice.

“Young adults perceive celebri-
ties to be influential in drawing 
attention to political issues or can-
didates,” said O’Regan. 

She explained the power cer-
tain celebrities have over polls and 
their active involvement in the 
public’s opinion and votes.

O’Regan hopes to raise the im-

portance of research by enabling 
students to develop a sense of what 
research is and how to present it. 
She also promotes the interaction 
of students and faculty.

“I want students to understand 
what people in the political sci-
ence department are doing and 
what kind of research and what 
kind of studies they are doing,” 
O’Regan said. 

This helps to raise awareness and 
advance political research within 
academia, according to O’Regan.

Stephen Stambough, Ph.D., 
a political science professor and 
chair of the Division of Politics, 
Administration and Justice, dis-
cussed the importance of scholarly 
research.

He presented on the issues of 
legislative behaviors and the ideol-
ogy of citizens based on state leg-
islature votes. 

Stambough said he wants stu-
dents “to get a sense of what aca-
demic research is and to be in-
spired to come up with some other 
ideas and topics.”

Allan Misje, a CSUF graduate 
student and teachers’ assistant for 
an American government class, 
presented “The Unintended Con-
sequences of Balancing: The Tale 
of When Communism & Capi-
talism Met Radical Islam During 
the Cold War’s Involvement in Af-
ghanistan.”

Misje presented the importance 

of international relations from 
the United States’ perspective and 
encouraged students to be open 
minded to international issues, 
not just domestic issues.

He included in his presenta-
tion the importance of develop-
ing multidimensional perspectives 
and that students should possess a 
broader view on global concerns. 

Misje explained how the United 
States tends to focus more on do-
mestic problems in the U.S. in-
stead of international issues.

“I was looking at it from a Soviet 
perspective of war, and also taking 
into consideration the U.S. percep-
tion of the Soviet involvement in the 
Afghan war,” said Misje.

He also emphasized the signifi-
cance of viewing issues from dual 
perspectives and “painting two 
sides of the same story.” 

Sarah Hill, a political science 
professor and advisor to the Na-
tional Political Science Student 
Honor Society Pi Sigma Alpha, 
organized the event. She said that 
current issues and new topics are 
constantly emerging.

“A lot of times in classes, they 
don’t realize that as professors and 
students, you are still learning in 
the field,” said Hill.

She said this was a great oppor-
tunity for students and professors 
to share their data and research 
with fellow students, faculty and 
those in attendance.

Students and professors 
discuss political theories 
and government ideology 

REBECCA HARDMAN
For the Daily Titan
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BUDGET: City up in revenues, under in expenditures

Congress is pushing to raise 
taxes on firearm purchases in 
six states, including California, 
to provide more funds to gun 
violence programs, according 
to the Los Angeles Times.

The 10 percent tax increase 
will pay for firearm safety cam-
paigns, anti-violence programs 
and gun buybacks. The raised 
taxes could produce tens of mil-
lions of dollars in revenue.

The tax hike would include 
the sale of handguns and am-
munition. 

Democratic Assemblyman 
Roger Dickinson proposed a 
nickel tax added to every bul-
let sold in California. The money 
generated from this tax would 
pay for the treatment of children 
with mental illnesses.

Congress outlined the pro-
posals after anti-smoking cam-
paigns and health care pro-
grams that were initiated by 
federal, state and local govern-
ments.  

The debate about raising tax-
es on firearms was reignited af-
ter the elementary school shoot-
ings in Newtown, Conn. 

The other states that may be 
imposing raised taxes on guns 
and bullets include Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Nevada, New 
Jersey and Washington state.

Brief by 
KRISTEN CERVANTES
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 Congress aims to 
raise taxes on guns

Ex-school board 
member gets 14 

years for pimping

A former Moreno Valley Uni-
fied School District Board mem-
ber was sentenced to 14 years 
in prison Friday for conducting 
a prostitution operation from his 
house Friday, according to ABC 
7 Los Angeles News.

Mike Rios was convicted 
Feb. 8 on 23 counts of pimping, 
pandering and insurance fraud.

Deputy district attorney Mi-
chael Brusselback had initially 
requested Rios to serve a total 
of 26 years in state prison, but 
the judge decided on 14 years 
and four months instead.

“I think this reflects that this 
sort of behavior by public of-
ficials will not be tolerated in 
Riverside County,” said Brus-
selback.

Rios had not shown any re-
morse throughout the trial, and 
that he believes that the charg-
es brought against him were po-
litically motivated, according to 
Brusselback. 

He is also facing two at-
tempted murder charges in a 
separate case involving firing a 
gun at several people following 
a bar fight, and is expected to 
be back in court for that case in 
April.

Brief by 
JENNIFER NGUYEN

Peter’s Landing Marina in 
Huntington Beach will be closed 
to divers and swimmers until 
further notice due to a sewage 
spill that has contaminated the 
water, according to the Orange 
County Register.

A failure in a sewage line at 
the Peter’s Landing Plaza ad-
jacent to the marina was the 
cause of the leakage and is be-
lieved to be attributed to a lack 
in proper drain cleaning, which 
led to a buildup of debris.

County officials are expected 
to test the water today to deter-
mine the levels of bacteria pres-
ent and how dangerous they are 
to those who come into contact 
with the water.

The county Environmental 
Health Division advises people 
to stay away from bodies of wa-
ter that are close to storm drains 
and says that elevated bacte-
ria levels can linger up to three 
days after a rainstorm.

Brief by 
REBECCA LOPEZ

Sewage spill in 
Huntington Beach

However, redevelopment agen-
cies can be used by local govern-
ments to create developments that 
generate sales-tax revenue that can 
be used for other projects.

Prior to the RDA dissolution 
in March 2011, the City Coun-
cil moved ownership of nearly 80 
properties owned by the RDA to 
city ownership in order to avoid 
losing them. 

These included the Fox The-
atre, the Fullerton Museum Plaza 
and the train station.

The Richman Community 
Center was being constructed 

during the RDA dissolution.
According to the letter to the 

council drafted by James, the city 
was required this year to pay the 
county $7.7 million in low and 
moderate income housing funds 
as part of the RDA dissolution.

The remaining $850,000 of addi-
tional appropriations is the manage-
ment fee for the operator of the Brea 
Dam Recreational Area. 

The recreation area includes 
a tennis center, golf course and 
sports complex. When the golf 
course lease was re-negotiated two 
years ago, this salary was not in-
cluded by oversight.

“I can assure you that the rev-

enue that we are getting from the 
golf course does cover these costs, 
it was just inadvertently left out 
when we were putting the budget 
together,” said James.

The $10.7 million the council 
approved to appropriate went to-
ward capital improvement proj-
ects. These include improving 
street conditions, renovating pub-
lic parks and maintaining public 
buildings and facilities. 

According to the 2012-13 proj-
ect revisions, the largest projects 
the city will be working on are 
improving bridges, streets, traffic 
signals and street lights.

While the council questioned 

the description of a couple items, 
all were in agreement of making 
the appropriations. Due to the 
RDA dissolution, it is difficult to 
anticipate changes coming from 
the state government.

“Its been a very unsettling situa-
tion for every former agency,” said Joe 
Felz, who was the executive director 
of the RDA before it was dissolved.

According to James, the city is up 
in revenues and under budget on ex-
penditures and internal transfers of 
funds are lower than expected.

She expects the city will end the 
year with revenues of around $75 
million, $3 million up from the 
projected revenues of $72 million. 

Expenditures for the city should 
run a little below $73 million.

Revenue primarily came from 
the dissolution of redevelop-
ment and a contract extension 
with trash services that will yield 
around $1.7 million.

Because the city’s budget is drafted 
in two year increments, mid-year re-
views and in depth analysis allows the 
city to make adjustments to the bud-
get as needed.

“Often we will deal with items 
and abstractions throughout the 
year and this our opportunity to 
connect the dots a little bit,” said 
Mayor Bruce Whitaker of the in-
depth budget review. 
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The panel was comprised of 
business presidents and recruiters, 
as well as Mihaylo himself. 

Mihaylo said he was looking 
for a student who completed their 
market research and examined 
different elements found in their 
business.

During their presentations, stu-
dents were able to utilize panel 
members as “customers” when 
demonstrating their product.

Ludden represented fast-food 
sandwich shop Subway during his 
presentation and had Mihaylo as 
his customer. 

Mihaylo lightened the tense 
environment by saying he was a 
vegan, an interaction that Ludden 
did not expect from the CSUF 
business icon.

Though Ludden remained col-
lected and answered all of Mi-
haylo’s questions, he learned an 
important lesson.

“It really taught me the impor-
tance of adapting to the individual 
needs of the buyer in a sales situa-
tion,” he said.

Victor Nunez, moderator and 
CEO of Epsilon Nu Tau, said it 
was great opportunity for students 
to get involved and gain experi-
ence presenting. 

“Who knows if we ever have a 
sales job where we start off at en-
try level and ... we might have to 
sell some type of product,” said 
Nunez.

Chen had the Electronic Bidet, 
a toilet seat cover that acts as a 
washlet or a shower toilet, as his 
product. 

Panelists were surprised about 
the product but Chen said he was 
inclined to choose a light hearted 
item because other contestants 
would select more serious items.

“When you sell things it doesn’t 
always have to be serious,” said 
Chen. “You’re more comfortable 
buying something when you’re ... 
laughing.”

Mihaylo said the presentations 
were a “real world experience” for 
students and gave them a good 
idea of what takes place in the 
market. 

He added that there are a lot 
of great things happening on the 
CSUF campus and the business 
school in particular.
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Kevin Chen, 18, a business major, pitches a sales concept to a board of business presidents, recruiters and 
Steven G. Mihaylo during the “How to Sell to Steven G. Mihaylo” competition on Thursday. 

MIMI HUNG / Daily Titan

COMPETITION: 
Contestants talk business

CSUF Alumni & Director 
of Marketing of Crexendo 
Business Solutions

President & Founder of 
eGood

PANEL 
OF JUDGES

Mike Rossi

Zack Swire

Regional Recruiting 
Manager of Enterprise

Kimberly Martin

Michele Chapman
University Recruiting 
Specialist of ADP

Steven G. Mihaylo
CEO of Crexendo Business 
Solutions



HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

For research study involving 
measurement of hemoglobin.

If you are between 18-35 yrs old, 
healthy and weigh 220 lbs or less,

you may be eligible to participate in a research 
study with monetary compensation for your time.

Multiple blood draws and a fluid 
infusion are required over the 
90-120 minutes study period.

Please call for details.

Masimo Corp.
40 Parker Irvine, CA 92618

949-297-7137
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What is love? Facebook, don’t 
hurt me.

The idea of building a romance 
online continues to be one that 
gives the typical Internet dweller 
indigestion. Society has flipped 
and flopped so much on this issue 
that it is difficult to pinpoint ex-
actly what the consensus is regard-
ing love searches in social media.

That woman you’re talking to 
online? She’s a man. Wait, no, 
maybe she is a woman. Just kid-
ding, she’s a man.

Thus goes the tumult of the col-
lective consciousness. There was 
a brief period where people did 
seem willing to accept that some 
can find “the one” through their 
Internet connections. Recently, 
however, that seems to have dissi-
pated with a recent sports scandal 
and the concept that it emerged 
from. Yes, this may be a bit late, 
but it’s time to address the phe-
nomenon of “catfishing.”

Catfishing is most certainly a 
concept that has existed for as long 
as the online chatroom has, but it’s 
hard to deny the trend would have 
gained as much traction without 
the societal normalizing of social 
media. The term was first christened 
in the 2010 film Catfish, where di-
rector Ariel Schulman follows his 
younger brother Nev as he becomes 
enraptured in and pursues an on-
line romance. To be “catfished” is 
to be deceived by someone online 
who is basically pretending to be 
someone they aren’t.

Well, sort of.
You see, more than simply ro-

leplaying, portraying a character 
or just straight up trolling, cat-
fishing plays primarily to online 
dating; one person essentially 
fooling the other into a mistak-
en romance. Whether through 
malice or through genuine feel-
ings—feelings not reined in before 
they reach a magnitude capable 
of harm—to be catfished typical-
ly ends with one or both parties 
involved suffering some kind of 
tragic downfall as the happy future 
they’d built in their mind becomes 
as imaginary as the persona they 
fell in love with.

And yes, while it is a bit silly, 
particularly to those still uncon-
vinced by social media’s role as 
matchmaker, the catfish conun-
drum has become uncomfortably 
visible as the 2010 film spawned 
a television series on MTV. More 
than this is the case of one, Manti 
Te’o, Notre Dame University foot-
ball defensive dynamo who now 
finds himself reeling from his own 
catfishing incident.

Young Te’o, just 22, was duped 
into an online relationship by an 
acquaintance who impersonated a 
young woman. 

This may have been enough 
to get members of the media to 
hound the linebacker, but what 
took things a step further was 
when, during the deception, Te’o’s 
“girlfriend” apparently died. The 
story of Te’o persevering despite 
such a loss became an inspiration-
al storyline in the narrative of a 
burgeoning football talent.

Yet once the deception was 
discovered, that narrative has be-
come taken on a much different 
outlook, and now Te’o can hardly 

escape something like workouts at 
the NFL combine without being 
bombarded with inquiries about 
the incident: Didn’t he suspect 
anything? What is his mental state 
after such an ordeal? In what ways 
will this affect his on-field perfor-
mance? Te’o has, understandably, 
deleted his Twitter since the hu-
miliating ordeal came to light.

One might think (or at least 
hope) such issues will dissolve 
once Te’o finds his way onto an 
NFL squad, but several players 
including Houston Texans defen-
sive end Antonio Smith has made 
it clear that—at least in Hous-
ton—Te’o would be the butt end 
of many jokes.

“Our locker room is full of 
clowns and, oh man, people would 
kill him,” Smith told NBC.

I definitely feel for Te’o, but un-
fortunately his plight only throws 
more chaos into the public’s per-
ception of Internet dating. While 
the smiling faces of “advocates” in 
promos for eHarmony and Chris-
tian Mingle (and my personal 
favorite, SeaCaptainDate.com) 
would have us all believe that the 
Internet opens an entire plane of 
possibilities to the lonely hearts 
of this world. The news and our 
popular culture seems to shout the 
exact opposite.

However, Twitter and Facebook 
have bolstered many a romance 
and not only helped people find 
that special someone, but also 
helps bridge a literal physical gap 
between couples that might other-
wise be insurmountable. 

Most visibly, Sen. Mark War-
ner of Virginia helped his press 
secretary’s boyfriend propose to 
her over Twitter through use of a 
simple retweet.

Okay, perhaps that isn’t the 
most romantic of stories, but War-
ner later confirmed on his Twitter 
account that his press secretary 
did say yes. 

The thing is, love is very much 
like social media at this juncture—
no one really knows where it’s going 
to end up (least of which a 24-year-
old writing a social media column 
for his university’s newspaper). Like 
anything, there exists examples both 
good and bad, both triumphant as 
well as tragic. The Internet is so vast 
with so many people online at one 
point or another that love might 
actually be able to be found in this 
hopeless place.

Indeed, there are plenty of fish in 
this sea. Just beware you don’t snag 
a catfish.

#THIS
RICARDO GONZALEZ

Grab your keyboard, 
we’re going catfishing

The idea of freedom of speech is 
just that in many places, an idea. 
Not an actuality, or a promise; it’s 
more like a notion. 

Private property, schools, work-
places, churches, restaurants and 
many other facilities have certain 
codes of conduct. There is often a 
dress code or uniform and an ex-
pected amount of etiquette. Though 
there is rarely a sign or pamphlet ad-
vertising these things, people know 
that there are ways to carry oneself, 
and a refusal is met with expulsion.

The idea of restricting free speech 
in these areas is to ensure the safety 
and freedoms guaranteed to every 
citizen, and is a constant controversy 
for traditionalists and progressives. 

The grey area of restricting free 
speech isn’t new, but the anti-Ameri-
can twist sure is.

I am referring directly to strict 
guidelines issued by California De-
partment of Transportation (Cal-
trans) which state that no flags, or 
any sort of political messages, should 
be seen on the state’s streets. 

In one town north of Santa Bar-
bara, citizens are appalled by Cal-
trans denying a $60,000 monument 
sponsored by the American Legion, 
all because it would feature an 
American flag.

The veteran group intended for a 
pole bearing the flag to be accompa-
nied by five pillars representing the 
branches of the military, with in-
scriptions including “United States,” 
another violation of Caltrans law.

Many look to Caltrans with shock 
and dismay.

Yet, the double-edged sword has 
shown its true potential now. When 
Caltrans lost a federal suit in 2003 
for targeting specific anti-American 
groups, they implemented new 
blanket restrictions on expression. 
Rather than target groups, now no 
group can display flags or banners 
on Caltrans property.

One cannot simply pick and 
choose what to restrict and what not 
to. In the eyes of the law, it must be 
just and equal. Because of the Fourth 
Amendment, each individual is 
guaranteed the same protections and 
freedoms. When Caltrans wanted to 
make a statement that there could be 

no anti-war protesting on Caltrans 
owned land, they had to equally re-
strict anything seen as representing 
war or otherwise equally allow it. 

If they wanted to avoid cultures 
clashing by banning flags, that had 
to include the American flag.

The 2003 lawsuit that Caltrans 
faced was not from the community, 
but rather federal courts. When Cal-
trans ordered for the removal of only 
anti-war banners, it unconstitution-
ally targeted and restricted the ex-
pression of individual groups. 

The ruling was clear: Freedom 
of expression is an all-or-nothing 
scenario. If Caltrans ignored this 
law, and allowed some messages but 
not others, it would really be taking 
away the voice of the minority. 

Whether one side is more right 
isn’t the issue. We just all have the 
same right to express it, whether it’s 
seen as correct or not.

If only one side of everything 
was ever allowed to be expressed, 
the spectrum of viewpoints would 
diminish. Without the need  to de-
fend a claim, they would never get 
stronger—our understanding would 
never get deeper. The things people 

hear and see that they consider 
wrong also reinforce what they con-
sider right. 

Caltrans has the right to restrict 
controversial matters, but the law 
requires them to restrict everything 
equal from every angle. 

When restricting freedom of 
speech is being brought up on the 
topic of extinguishing hate groups, 
terrorism and anarchy, the major-
ity support is there. Articles about 
people dressing as angels to keep the 
Westboro Church out of funerals 
and schools shutting their doors due 
to threats of racial unrest get most 
communities on the side of restrict-
ing hate speech. 

But when restricting freedom of 
speech is being brought up about 
religion and pride, the majority 
gets defensive. Coverage of taking 
“one nation under God” out of the 
Pledge of Allegiance or the removal 
of an American flag causes a distinct 
divide, panic and outrage. The fight 
between tradition and progression 
in America will never go away, and 
that’s a good thing. 

Along with multiple viewpoints, 
we get to keep democratic ideals.

A free-speech case of ‘monumental’ size
Marine veteran Steve LeBard is a driving force behind the effort to put up a monument dedicated to the military on land owned by Caltrans in Orcutt, Calif.

Courtesy of MCT

Out-of-tune governments sing the Eurozone blues

Rarely does good news emerge 
from across the pond, and the last 
few weeks have been no exception. 
The sad narrative of shrinking econ-
omies, rising unemployment and 
a lost generation of young workers 
continues as recessionary malaise 
rages throughout the continent.

Spain’s economy contracted fur-
ther than predicted and this year’s 
unemployment rate is projected to 
increase to 27 percent. Quarterly 
corporate earnings dropped to their 
lowest level since the euro debacle 
began and Spanish banks continued 
to post losses and desperately grope 
for more bailouts.     

Hundreds of thousands marched 
in Portugal against fiscal discipline 

as the government conceded the 
impossibility of reaching its debt 
reduction goals after the economy 
shrank another 2 percent during 
the last year.    

France, once one of the healthier 
countries in the Eurozone experi-
ment, is now economically sputter-
ing as an ossified labor market and 
crushing debt levels grow only high-
er. Despite Socialist President Hol-
lande’s promises, the government 
will miss its deficit cutting goals and 
continue to suffer under greater lev-
els of debt amid another meager year 
of 0.2 percent economic growth.

Even tiny Slovenia now threatens to 
join the bankruptcy and bailout club as 
a corruption scandal and credit down-
grade have magnified a banking crisis 
that threatens to swamp the fiscal re-
sources of the tiny economy.  

The current Eurozone crisis du jour 
recently erupted in the corrupt and 
dysfunctional Italian political world 
as voters voiced unhappiness with 
the technocrat administration of out-
going Prime Minister Mario Monti, 
with an electoral upset. Over the last 
year, Monti restored a modicum of 
fiscal restraint with crushing austerity 
measures that restored bond yields for 
the chronically profligate Italian gov-
ernment by raising taxes and curbing 
public spending.  

After the latest elections, all bets 
are off. 

Former Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi managed a zombie-like 
comeback from the political dead 
despite being under perpetual in-
vestigation for corruption and ca-
vorting with underage prostitutes 
in parties with other nefarious 
characters (such as the recently de-
ceased Muammar Gaddafi). Other 
leading malcontents angling for 
power include ex-communist Pier 
Bersani and a gaggle of political 
novices led by comedian-turned-
activist Beppe Grillo.         

Markets and investors will not ap-
preciate the abrupt defeat that voters 
have dealt to the Eurozone’s precari-
ous financial situation, especially af-
ter rating agency, Fitch, downgraded 
Italy’s debt to BBB+ citing political 
turmoil. Meanwhile, Italian unem-
ployment crept to a 21-year high of 
11.7 percent while Greek, Spanish 
and Italian bond yields spiked after 
the election news. 

As far as Brussels is concerned, the 
biggest threat to Eurozone integrity 
seems to be democracy itself, after 
voters exchange proponents of fis-
cal reality for demagogue politicians 
promising painless miracles to dire 
economic problems.

Echoing other nations, instead of 
labor and market reform, he then 

called for redoubled money printing 
and monetary devaluation as the best 
way to make up for Europe’s lack of 
competitiveness, thus launching the 
latest salvo in the intensifying inter-
national currency war.

While fortunately outside of the 
Eurozone, even the United King-
dom is grappling with its own eco-
nomic tribulations. The country 
now faces its third recession in four 
years as manufacturing levels fell 
and its economy contracted by 0.3 
percent. Only one more quarter of 
shrinkage will send the nation into a 
recessionary plunge. 

Meanwhile, credit rating agency 
Moody’s downgraded Britain’s for-
merly sterling triple-A rating af-
ter predicting flat-lined economic 
growth until 2016 coupled with ris-
ing debt as the Bank of England pre-
pares to embark on another round 
of monetary easing in an attempt to 
money-print into prosperity. 

Europe’s economic plight stems 
from several simple but salient 
facts: Central command and con-
trol of economic production and 
labor conditions combined with 
punitive tax policies will stagnate 
any economy, while uncontrolled 
public sector spending ensures 
that governments perpetually run 
massive deficits that eventually 
smother private sector investment 
and innovation. The common cur-
rency handicaps less productive 
nations and only aggravates eco-
nomic duress as disparate econo-
mies buckle under the monetary 
uniformity of the euro. 

When economic production 
lags behind growth in government 
spending, societal collapse under 
unattainable promises and moun-
tains of debt is but a matter of time. 
Will the U.S. learn any lessons from 
Europe’s economic catastrophe?

CONTACT US AT: OPINION@DAILYTITAN.COM FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @DTOPINION

AMANDA ZIVE
Daily Titan

DANIEL BARBEAU
For the Daily Titan

You see, more 
than simply role-
playing, portray-
ing a character 
or just straight up 
trolling, catfishing 
plays primarily to 
online dating ... 
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THEATRE: Haunts deliver high spirits

A quirky tale of a young Pari-
sian girl opened up Fullerton Col-
lege’s fourth annual French Film 
Festival on Saturday.

About 200 people attended the 
festival’s premiere, held at college’s 
Wilshire Auditorium, of the artistic 
coming-of-age tale Le Herissen, or The 
Hedgehog in English.

The film follows Paloma, an 
11-year-old girl living in an upper-class 
dysfunctional Paris home. She decides 
to commit suicide on her 12th birth-
day, but not before creating her mas-
terpiece: a documentary film.

Paloma observes the vanity of her 
rich parents’ lives, using her naivete to 
illuminate what’s wrong in our society, 
much like Oskar in Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close.

She ambles around her apartment 
complex filming—her neighbors, her 
mother talking to plants, and her sis-
ter’s goldfish, which Paloma sees as a 
metaphor for life: You live in a fish-
bowl, then you die.

Then she befriends her building’s 
concierge, Mrs. Michele, and both dis-
cover what love means.

“In The Hedgehog, we see how life 
persists in the world only by fleeting 
moments that can change you forever,” 
said Roger Perez, an English professor 
at Fullerton College.

Violete Vornicel-Guthmann, 
Ph.D., a French professor at Ful-
lerton College and the festival’s 
coordinator, said the film is her fa-
vorite among the four movies be-
ing shown at the festival this year 
and will soon be considered a cult 
movie like Amelie.

“I prefer The Hedgehog because it 
is irreverent and lyrical. It teaches you 
how to appreciate honesty, great books 
and music, and unconventionality,” 
said Vornicel-Guthmann.

The festival is meant to high-
light French cultural for American 
audiences.

“It wants to familiarize the Ameri-

can public with contemporary new 
cinema (and) aims to make our stu-
dents more aware of the culture of 
France and other French-speaking 
countries,” Vornicel-Guthmann said.

The festival continues this weekend 
with three more films.

Le Havre, about an African refugee 
who meets a French bohemian in the 
port town of Le Havre, France, will be 
shown on Thursday. Les Femmes Du 
6eme Etage, or The Woman on the 6th 
Floor, a satire about what counts in life 
set in Paris in the ‘60s, will be shown 
on Friday.  And Les Amotifs Anonymes, 
or Romantics Anonymous, about two 
shy chocolate salesmen who fall in love, 
will be shown on Saturday.

The films, all critically-acclaimed, 
were chosen to appeal to college stu-
dents as well as the community, Vor-
nicel-Guthmann said. They tackle seri-
ous issues while sprinkling in humor.

Vornicel-Guthmann has helped 
plan the French Film Festival each of 
the past four years. The idea for the fes-
tival began, she said, when the college’s 
Humanities dean, Dan Willoughby, 
pushed the idea for a film festival since 
French studies were losing ground at 

the school.
The college received a grant from 

the French Embassy’s French-Ameri-
can Cultural Exchange program, but 
the festival lost the funding this year. 
Instead, the school’s Humanities Di-
vision created a committee to plan 
this year’s event, which Vornicel-
Guthman chaired.

“(Vornicel-Guthmann’s) leadership 
and dedication have been the driving 
force behind this festival for the past 
four years,” said Willoughby.

Vornicel-Guthman said the fes-
tival has helped French language at 
the school, and plans are being made 
to create an international film festival 
next year.

“According to some unofficial sta-
tistics, since the inception of the fes-
tival four years ago, the enrollment in 
French classes has greatly risen,” Vorni-
cel-Guthmann said.

The remaining three films 
will be shown Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Wilshire Auditorium. Admission 
is $6.50 per film and tickets can 
be purchased at the auditorium’s 
box office the night of the event.

 Fullerton serves French films du jour

Courtesy of MCT

TIM WORDEN
Daily Titan

Friday and Saturday marked the 
opening weekend for Blithe Spirit, 
a play written by Noel Coward and 
directed by Mark Romant.

Blithe Spirit is a comedic play 
featuring a love triangle between 
husband and wife Charles and Ruth 
Condomine and deceased ex-wife El-
vira. Charles invites a medium over 
to get inspiration for his next book, 
however the idea backfires and the 
ghost of his ex-wife is brought back. 

This comedy immediately engages 
the audience and has them laughing 
and anticipating what Elvira will do 
next to cause more havoc between 
Charles and his wife.

Cal State Fullerton students of 
the Theatre Department produced 
the play. Their hard work and bright 
creativity were displayed throughout 
the entire production.

The setting, in the living room 
of Charles and Ruth Condomine’s 
home in England, is comfortable 
and inviting. As the play endures a 
dramatic twist, however, special ef-
fects help add suspense, creating a 
very spooky atmosphere.

The characters and their well-
developed personalities help bring 
comedy to the ghostly setting. 

Their conflicting attitudes and 
the fact that not all characters’ can 
see the ghost of Elvira, help immerse 
the audience in the seance and su-
pernatural setting.

“I loved it. I thought it was re-
ally fun. I thought it had really cool 
special effects … it scared me some-
times,” said Tommy Tafoya, a sopho-
more musical theatre major at CSUF.

The character dialogue gives the 
play a comedic spin for all characters 
are in disbelief that Elvira is back, and 
that Charles happens to be the only 
one that sees and interacts with her.

Blithe Spirit gives off a different 
style of comedic feel for it is a British 
comedy. Gregory Skopp, who plays 
lead character, Charles Condomine, 
states how the beginning scenes in Act 

I help the audience get a feel for the 
dialect and humor used in the play.

“I think with this play, the first act 
is sort of a warm up. The audience 
has to adjust to the dialect and they 
have to adjust to the style of comedy 
and the pace ... but once the ridicu-
lousness begins, they get very into it 
and tonight was an example of that,” 
said Skopp.

The audience is constantly in-
volved with the humor of the play 
for often times the audience knows 
more than the actual characters do 
about the truth of Elvira.

Mark Hill was one attendee who 
thought the play was comical and 
very entertaining.

“I particularly liked Madame Ar-
cati. I thought she was hilarious and 
played her role very well as the me-
dium. Her character really made the 
play very enjoyable,” said Hill.

While the play does not have a 
specific underlying message, assis-
tant director Elena Murray states 
that the play was simply created to 
entertain and make the audience 
laugh at the ludicrous situations the 
characters endure.

“This show doesn’t have a particu-
larly deep message; it’s even billed 
as ‘an unlikely farce.’ When you are 
dealing with Noel Coward and his 
comedy, especially given the time 
period he wrote during, entertain-
ment and making people laugh was 

the main goal,” said Murray.
With actors having much of their 

dialogue memorized before spring 
semester, it is no wonder why the 
characters played their roles incred-
ibly well.

“I got about half of the play 
memorized over break. The way that 
our director, Mark, works is that we 
don’t start blocking any scenes until 
we’re memorized so that way we are 
free to just work in a very organic 
kind of way. That was very helpful to 
me,” said Skopp.

While opening weekend was a 
success, all who worked on the play 
are hopeful that more people will 
hear about the great show and come 
to watch it.

“I don’t want anyone to miss out 
on this fantastic show. However, I’m 
confident that when people see it, 
they will tell their friends and family 
to come out and support theatre in 
our community, ” Murray said.

The play intrigued it’s audience 
with spunky personalities and outra-
geously, improbable situations. 

The overall performance of the 
characters was fascinating for they 
were able to capture the essence of 
comedy through tragedy. 

Blithe Spirit runs until March 24 
at the James D. Young Studio The-
atre. Tickets are on sale at the box 
office for $11 or $10 with advance 
Titan discount.

REBECCA GUZMAN
For the Daily Titan

Blithe Spirit

A small handful of Cal State 
Fullerton students shuffled into 
the Titan Theatre on Feb. 28 for 
ASI Productions’ (ASIP) free bi-
weekly film. 

Many plopped into their seats 
and lightly chattered with friends 
while waiting for the production 
to start. 

As the lights dimmed and the 
opening credits were revealed, more 
students began to mosey in and 
take their seats. 

Looper, an action-packed time travel 
film, was the entertainment for the 
night and by the time the lights were 
back on, the theater had a full house. 

Many Titans appeared to enjoy the 
atmosphere of the screening of Looper. 

Gasps of excitement echoed from 
their voices during shocking scenes. 

The theater’s comfortable ambi-
ence could be compared to kicking 
back at home on the couch with sev-
eral friends. 

According to Anthony Ragazzo Jr., 
the director of ASI Leader and Pro-
gram Development, this restful envi-
ronment is exactly what ASI wants for 
the students who attend. 

“Through all of the events that 
ASI Productions puts on, students 
have the opportunity to relax, be 
entertained and engage with their 
fellow students outside of the class-
room,” Ragazzo said. “Hopefully, 
these events help students to feel a 
sense of community on our very 
populous campus. And to connect 
with our Titan pride.”

First time attendee Marilena Pan-
toja, 18, an art major, said she became 
interested in attending when she saw 
an advertisement for the movie night 
on a TV in the Titan Student Union. 

Pantoja said seeing a film a little later 
on for free is much better than the has-
sle of a going to a movie theater when a 
film is first released.  

While many students at the film 
screening had never been to or heard 

of the event, it has been going on for 
quite some time. 

Ragazzo said the free movie 
nights have been held since before 
TSU existed. 

ASI was once housed in McCarthy 
Hall and the screenings were held in a 
student lounge inside the building. 

For movies to be screened on cam-
pus, ASI must use a distributor and 
licensing fees must be payed. Many of 
the films offered are no longer in the-
aters but are not yet available for pur-
chase on DVD or Blu-Ray. 

Jenna Lowery, 23, ASIP’s films and 
media coordinator, said the free Thurs-
day night films and other ASI events 
are paid for through student fees. 

According to CSUF Student Finan-
cial Services, the campus fee for a full- 
time student was $355 for the 2013 
spring semester.

Lowery suggests Titans should 
know where their money is going. 

Events by ASI are intended to 
showcase the TSU and show stu-
dents that their fees pay for free 
events on campus. 

“They (student fees) pay for a live-
lihood on campus. So whether that’s 
using the gym or using the space in 
the alumni lounge to study. We just 
provide the entertainment aspect of it 
(livelihood). So we do films, concerts, 
student programming,” said Lowery.

She said ASI’s productions are held 
to cater to students and movies se-
lected for the screenings are chosen by 
CSUF students. 

Surveys asking which films and 
genres students would like to see are 
given out in the middle of each semes-
ter to the Titans who attend the screen-
ings, Lowery said.

Miguel Sanchez, 18, a graphic 
design major, said he would like to 
see more horror films play at the free 
movie nights. 

He said he likes a thrill and The 
Fourth Kind, an alien abduction flick, 
would be exciting to watch in the com-
fort of the Titan Theatre. 

Michelle Hickethier, 19, an English 
and art major and veteran of the free 
films in the TSU, said she would love 
to see Iron Man or other Marvel films 
play in the theater. 

She said her favorite film screened so 
far was The Amazing Spider-Man and 
she believed the screenings are a great 
opportunity to leave her dorm room.

ASIP presents its biweekly film 
Cloud Atlas this Thursday at 4 p.m., 7 
p.m. and 10 p.m. On March 21 a spe-
cial film festival will be held to show-
case successful CSUF alumni who have 
made it in the film industry. 

According to Lowery, three stu-
dent films and a student guest speak-
er will be featured. 

ASI presents free box office flicks
JULIA GUTIERREZ

Daily Titan

Dan Willoughby welcomes 200 guests to the French Film Festival premiere.
TIM WORDEN / Daily Titan



The Cal State Fullerton softball 
team took on the University of 
Utah and Idaho State in a double-
header Saturday afternoon. The 
Utah game proved to be a pitching 
duel with great defense on both 
sides. Unfortunately, the Titans 
came up short in the battle los-
ing 1-0 to the Utes. In the game 
against Idaho State, CSUF’s four-
run second inning paved the way 
for a 5-1 win. 

The only run in the Utah game 
came in the top of the fourth in-
ning on a solo home run by Utah’s 
Mariah Ramirez. Jasmine An-
tunez (7-8) pitched a great game 
through five innings, but was the 
losing pitcher, giving up five hits, 
striking out three, walking one 
and allowing the only run of the 
game. In the sixth inning, Desiree 
Ybarra entered the game in relief 
of Antunez and closed out the 
game. She proceeded to pitch two 
shutout innings.

The Titans were unable to put 
any runs on the board. The winning 
pitcher was Naomi Amu (6-2). Amu 
gave up four hits, struck out five, 
and walked three. Ashley Carter, 
Desiree Ybarra, Eliza Crawford and 
Tiffany Sheffler each had one single 
for the Titans. Utah improved to 11-
6-1 on the season.

In the nightcap, CSUF took 
on Idaho State. The Titans played 
much better offensively in this sec-
ond game.

The Titans broke the game open 

in the second inning with doubles 
from Sheffler and Sechrest, and 
singles from Antunez, Leesa Harris, 
and Tsuchiyama. They were also able 
to take advantage of two throwing 
errors and a wild pitch from Idaho 
State. At the end of the second, the 
Titans led 4-0.

The Titans got one more insur-
ance run in the fourth inning off 
of an RBI double from Tsuchiya-
ma. There were also hits scattered 
throughout the game from Carter, 
Ybarra, Mario and Harris. Three 
were RBIs from Tsuchiyama (2), Se-
chrest and Antunez.

The Titans were supportive of 
each other throughout the entire 
game, as they provided positive 
feedback and cheered their batters 
on through the dugout.  

Idaho State was unable to answer 
until the top of the fifth inning with 
hits from Fitzsimmons, a fielders 
choice from Terah Blackwell and an 
RBI single from Katee Wiley, who 

scored Idaho’s only run.
Idaho State was held off by great 

pitching from Ybarra and Katey La-
ban. Ybarra got the win by throwing 
four shutout innings and giving up 
only one hit, while striking out two 
and allowing no walks. The only hit 
she surrendered came in the third 
inning off Vicky Galasso. Ybarra 
played well to start the game, retir-
ing the first six batters she faced. She 
improved her record to 3-4.

Laban got the save on one run al-
lowed, two hits, one strikeout and 
no walks in three innings of work.

As a result of splitting Saturday’s  
doubleheader, Cal State Fullerton 
improved to 11-13 on the season.

In their next game, the Titans 
play the University of Notre Dame 
on Wednesday at 5 p.m. at home 
at Anderson Field. The game be-
gins a five game homestand for the 
Titans through Sunday. 

For more information, visit Ful-
lertonTitans.com.
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The Cal State Fullerton baseball 
team took on the Texas A&M Ag-
gies in the first game of a three game 
series Friday night. The Titan offense 
was thrown off by Aggies pitcher Kyle 
Martin. CSUF failed to hit any run-
ners in, and only picked up a handful 
of singles in the 6-1 loss.

The game began with three scoreless 
innings for both teams.

Texas A&M started the fourth 
inning with a pop fly to Lorenzen 
for an easy catch. A ground ball on 
the first baseline by Aggies Blake Al-
lemand had Kingslover on the run. 
After he scooped up the ball, he 
tossed the ball towards second base. 
A high throw had Pedroza leap in the 
air with his glove high, only to come 
up short. Luckily, Matt Chapman 
was moving toward the ball, which 
made for an easy catch to keep the 
man stuck on second.

A ground ball over second base had 
Lorenzen sprinting for a quick scoop 
and a big throw to Chapman. The long 
distance, speed and accuracy granted 
the tag at third base, but only after the 
Aggies picked up their first RBI, mak-
ing the score 2-1.

Chapman attributed the tag to a 
good throw saying, “I knew Mike has a 
good arm, so I really just relied on him 
to throw it in my region. I just, kind 

of acted like the ball wasn’t coming to 
me to (deek) the runner and then it all 
worked out.”

Anthony Hutting racked up a full 
count before he cracked a groundball 
to the shortstop, who missed the catch 
between his feet.

Titan Chad Wallach came up 
and was awarded four pitches that 
made it possible for Hutting to steal 
second, then third on consecutive 
plays. Wallach hit the ball, which 
bounced to the Aggies pitcher, who 
tossed the ball to home plate where 
Hutting was tagged out.

A single by Kingslover brought Wal-
lach to second base, but the next batter, 
Keegan Dale, brought the inning to an 
end with a pop fly to left.

Thomas Eshelman only pitched 
ten balls to three batters in the fifth, 
quickly getting the Titans back at 
bat. Martin answered back with the 
same number of pitches and batters 
in the sixth.

In the sixth inning, the Aggies 
turned it on. Texas A&M started off 
with a double which quickly turned 
into their second RBI before Eshelman 
could close the inning.

In the seventh inning, Wallach start-
ed it off with a huge hit that was just 
feet short of clearing the stadium, and 
is caught. After a second quick out, 
Keegan Dale walked, and the Aggies 
changed pitchers.

The new pitcher picked up where 

Martin had left off, walking the next 
two batters, which loaded up the 
bases for Chapman.

Chapman was walked to first, 
while Dale walked across home for a 
CSUF score.

In the eighth inning Eshelman saw 
three batters, and struck one of them 
out in just three pitches.

“I just did what I do, throw a lot 
of strikes, throw a lot of change-
ups as well,” Eshelman said on his 
performance.

The Titans saw a similar result, 
again only getting three batters up to 
the plate. After a couple of singles in 
the ninth inning, Willie Kuhl took 
over on the mound.

Kuhl’s first opponent at bat had 
two strikes before he made contact 
and dropped the ball just behind 
second base. Lorenzen made a run, 
but couldn’t make the catch. The 
ball rolled further into the outfield 
where Kingslover finally scooped it 
up, and got it in, only after two more 
A&M runners scored.

Though Kuhl struck out the next 
batter, another two singles would re-
sult in two more Aggie RBIs for a final 
score of  6-1.

Looking forward to the next game 
Head Coach Rick Vanderhook said, 
“Well, we just regroup. I mean, you 
play a bunch of games, thats why you 
play Friday, Saturday and Sunday. So, 
tomorrow will be a new day.”

Freshman Thomas Eshelman hurls a pitch through rainy conditions. The pitcher is 3-1 this season with a 1.57 ERA.
ELEONOR SEGURA / For the Daily Titan

Titans planted by Aggies in game one
AMANDA ZIVE

Daily Titan

Catcher Ariel Tsuchiyama keeps her focus and makes contact with the ball. 
WINNIE HUANG / For the Daily Titan

Softball 
splits for 
a steady 
Saturday

TIFFANY JOHNSTONE
Daily Titan

Titan baseball evens up series 
with Texas A&M with 2-0 win 

A battle between two undefeat-
ed pitchers took place Saturday 
night at Goodwin Field, and it did 
not disappoint.

The Titans (12-3) were able to 
even their weekend series against 
visiting Texas A&M (10-6) with a 
2-0 win after scratching across single 
tallies in the fifth and sixth innings. 
The Aggies had pulled away in game 
one Friday night by scoring four 
runs in the top of the ninth en route 
to a 6-1 victory.

Cal State Fullerton starting pitch-
er Justin Garza improved to 4-0 on 
the season after hurling seven shut-
out innings, striking out six while 
allowing only five hits and one 
walk. Garza, a freshman who was 
drafted by the Cleveland Indians 
in last year’s MLB draft, handed his 
A&M counterpart Daniel Mengden 
(3-1) his first loss of the season. It 
is expected that Mengden will be se-
lected in the first round of this year’s 
draft in June.

“That guy pitching (Mengden) 
is gonna be a first round draft 
pick,” said Titan Head Coach 
Rick Vanderhook. “To beat a first-
rounder with our freshman out 
there that pitched with him pitch 
for pitch is good.”

Both starters traded zeroes in 
the first four innings before CSUF 
managed to break the scoreless tie 
in the bottom of the fifth. With 
one out and the bases empty, center 
fielder Michael Lorenzen smacked 
a 1-2 fastball off the throwing arm 
of Mengden. The ball hit the right 
hander’s forearm and caromed to-

ward the first base dugout, allowing 
Lorenzen to reach base safely. De-
spite Mengden grimacing in pain, 
he stayed in the game after being 
permitted to throw a handful of 
warm-up pitches by the umpiring 
crew. Lorenzen then stole second 
and advanced to third on a throw-
ing error by A&M catcher Mitchell 
Nau. Designated hitter J.D. Davis 
then brought home Lorenzen with a 
sacrifice fly to deep right field to give 
CSUF the game’s first run.

“Of course I’m happy to get on 
first, but then he was grabbing his 
arm so I was kind of praying for 
him, hoping it wasn’t his elbow, 
ending his career or anything,” said 
Lorenzen of his single off Mengden. 
“But it happened to be his forearm. 
He actually walked by and shook my 
hand and said, ‘nice base hit.’”

The Titans began the bottom of 
the sixth inning with three straight 
infield singles to load the bases with 
nobody out—right fielder Aus-
tin Diemer reached safely when he 
beat out a soft ground ball to Aggie 
second baseman Blake Allemand, 
and shortstop Richy Pedroza and 
first baseman Carlos Lopez each 
followed with a bunt single. Third 
baseman Matt Chapman was then 
hit by a pitch to force home a run. 
However, Mengden was able to limit 
the damage by striking out the next 
two batters before inducing a fly out 
to end the threat.

Like Mengden, Garza was also 
forced to pitch out of trouble. Garza 
was on the ropes in the sixth and sev-
enth innings before escaping both 
jams. A&M put runners on second 
and third with only one out in the 
sixth thanks to a hit, walk and sacri-
fice bunt, but was unable to capital-
ize. Mengden, who was also batting 

cleanup in the Aggie lineup, popped 
out to Pedroza, and with two outs 
Garza retired A&M left fielder Jona-
than Moroney on a fly ball to right. 
In the seventh, Garza got a huge 
strikeout with a man on third and 
one out before Pedroza snagged a 
line drive to end the inning.

“I just told myself I had to bear 
down,” said Garza. “I didn’t know 
when I was going to be done. They 
were gonna go to the bullpen, so I 
was just saying, ‘Well this could be 
my last inning, so give it your all 
right here. Give it everything that’s 
left in the tank.’”

CSUF had a chance to put the 
game away in the bottom of the sev-
enth and eighth innings, but were 
unable to add any insurance runs. 
In the seventh, the Titans stranded 
Diemer at third after he hit a two-
out double down the first base line 
and advanced an extra base when 
Aggie right fielder Jace Statum 
failed to field the ball cleanly. An 
inning later, Lopez was doubled 
off third base when left fielder An-
thony Hutting lined out to A&M 
shortstop Mikey Reynolds.

The Titan bullpen was able to 
finish the shutout one night after 
allowing four Aggies to cross the 
plate in the ninth inning of what 
had been just a one-run game. Right 
hander Koby Gauna fired a scoreless 
top of the eighth before Lorenzen 
closed out the Aggies in the ninth, 
earning his fourth save of the year. 
Lorenzen has successfully converted 
his last eight save opportunities, dat-
ing back to last season.

“I don’t call myself a pitcher, I 
call myself a position player who 
pitches,” Lorenzen said. “There’s no 
pressure. I just get up on the mound 
and have fun.”

CHRIS KONTE &
AMANDA ZIVE

Daily Titan
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ACROSS
1 Money under a

mattress, e.g.
6 Poses a question

10 Hired rides
14 Singer Lena
15 Apt name for a

windstorm?
16 Hollywood celeb
17 Cyclone center
20 Spotted
21 Pitcher’s mistake
22 Feral no more
23 Adds highlights at

the salon
25 Sources of

storage chest
wood

26 Roy Orbison hit
featured in a
Gere/Roberts film

31 By surface area,
second-largest
Great Lake

32 Rent-a-car choice
33 Apply daintily
36 Ladder rung
37 Taj __
39 Gospel singer

Winans
40 Needing no Rx
41 Late-night Jay
42 Coffees, in slang
43 Exerciser’s

motto
47 Shipping

container
49 Inaugural pledge
50 Sarandon of

“Thelma &
Louise”

51 Channel for
business types

53 Magna __ laude
56 Debtors’

documents
suggested by the
sequence of the
first words of 17-,
26- and 43-
Across

60 50-and-over org.
61 1,000 meters,

briefly
62 Hindu guru
63 Loch of legend
64 “By Jove!”
65 Extremely pale

DOWN
1 Her, subjectively
2 Hot Wheels and

hula hoops
3 Region

4 Flower that
usually blooms in
winter

5 Playboy founder,
for short

6 Thunderstruck
7 Bellow in a

library?
8 Spock’s captain
9 Photog’s camera

choice
10 Large, noisy

insect
11 Starters of the

first race?
12 Silly mistake
13 Winter coasters
18 Help illegally
19 List components
24 Japanese money
25 Spiral shape
26 Too-too
27 Sci-fi’s Jabba the

__
28 Forerunners
29 Search engine

name
30 Appalachian

state: Abbr.
34 Berry in modern

diet supplements
35 Oscar category

word
37 Chow __
38 Picnic pest

39 Reliable
moneymakers

41 Téa of “Tower
Heist”

42 Scribble (down)
44 Postal purchases
45 Drink named for

a Scottish hero
46 Like some

nighties
47 Channel for

political types
48 Psychic glows

51 Forensics team
members: Abbr.

52 The Big Easy
acronym

54 The Beehive State
55 Kid’s enthusiastic

“I do!”
57 Compete in a

slalom
58 Clandestine govt.

org.
59 Admission in a

confessional
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By Jeff Chen 3/11/13
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Aries (March 21-April 19) Not everything is per-
fect, but you can ride out the bumps with grace. There’s 
room for romance, when you think about it. Follow a 
person who cares about you. Consider new options.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) New opportunities to complete upsets 
emerge this coming week, especially in terms of romance. Use 
your emotional powers. And put a sweet spin on your sales pitch.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Your treasure is at home. 
Share feelings with your partner and be reward-
ed. You bring out the best in each other. There’s 
a completion and a new beginning of a spiritual nature.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Your fears are not necessari-
ly real. Have someone listen to them, then step beyond 
your comfort zone to discover something surprising. It’s 
a good time to fix things. Everything gets worked out.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) A change of procedures may be 
in order, but that’s no problem. You’re brilliant. The 
money’s there, but don’t get pushy. Do the math, and 
stick to the rules. There’s a lucky development.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You can do it, with their help. Even 
work seems like fun now. Study with passion, renewed excite-
ment and enthusiasm. Working at home increases your benefits. 
Repeat strategies that worked before. Accept encouragement.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) New data support your intentions, 
and there’s more work coming in. Love is the bottom line; 
communicate this. Assign a designated driver before, and take 
it to the top. Don’t overextend. Re-evaluate what you have.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Choose your battles well. Accept 
a challenge, or an excellent opportunity. Keep track of 
what you’re learning. Fix things up the way you’ve always 
wanted. Gather as much as you can. Count your blessings.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Push past old barriers and gain 
career stature with a surge of energy. Don’t give up. You’ve 
got the right stuff. Discover another way to save. Revise your 
routine with new options. A social event sparks romance.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You have the power to suc-
ceed. Review your budget. Send out feelers. The New Moon 
in Pisces could inspire new income. Play an ace you’ve 
kept hidden. Go for the gold! Don’t touch savings, though.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) The more, the merrier. Intimidate 
the competition with your great attitude. Compromise to make 
sure. Go the extra mile for your friends. Run reality checks. 
Buy love. Take time to be certain and make the commitment.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Arguing doesn’t work so well in 
the heat of the game. Debate could actually be fun, if you keep 
it light. Let a common vision inspire. Pursue personal goals. 
Keep the faith. You’re gaining wisdom. Proceed with caution.

“I still find each 
day too short for 
all the thoughts I 
want to think, all 

the walks I want to 
take, all the books I 
want to read, and 

all the friends I 
want to see.” 

-John Burroughs
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Join in on the conversation on Twitter! Be 
sure to follow your favorite section to get 
the latest information straight on your 
Twitter feed. Follow @Daily_Titan for the 
latest campus news!


