
Orange County clergy, activists 
and citizens held a candlelight vigil 
Tuesday for the U.S. Supreme Court 
hearing on Proposition 8.

The “Light the Way to Justice” 
vigil was held Tuesday night at the 
Ronald Reagan Federal Courthouse 
in Santa Ana to promote gay mar-
riage.

Attorneys from both sides of the 
argument over gay marriage were 
grilled by the justices Tuesday in 

Washington D.C., who gave no in-
sight into how they may decide the 
case, according to the Los Angeles 
Times.

Protesters and proponents of 
Proposition 8 gathered on the 
steps of the Supreme Court Build-
ing Tuesday, some having camped 
there since the night before. 

Part of Tuesday’s arguments fo-
cused on whether or not the spon-
sors of Proposition 8 had legal 

standing to defend it in court. 
Proposition 8, a California initia-

tive that defined marriage as only 
between a man and a woman, has 
been the center of legal controversy 
since its approval by voters in 2008.

The California Supreme Court up-
held the decision in 2009, and a se-
ries of appeals has brought it before 
the Supreme Court.

The gay marriage hearings con-
tinue Wednesday when the nine jus-

tices hear the Defense of Marriage 
Act, a federal law passed in 1996 
defining marriage as between one 
man and one woman. 

In 2011, the Obama administra-
tion determined part of the act un-
constitutional and the act has now 
made its way to the highest court.  

The final ruling will be made in June. 
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SUPREME COURT HEARS PROP 8

ROBERT HUSKEY / Daily Titan
(Left to right) Chelsea Wise, Irene Liveris and Holly Fleming hold candles during the candlelight vigil outside the Ronald Reagan Federal Building in Santa Ana on Tuesday. 
The vigil was held to promote gay marriage while the U.S. Supreme Court deliberates Proposition 8.

Students 
present 
platforms 
for election

College awaits approval for 
advanced degree program 

Candidates for the upcoming 
ASI presidential elections roamed 
through student housing Tuesday 
morning to promote themselves, 
talk to students and explain the plat-
forms for their campaign.

The Associated Students Inc. presi-
dential candidates are Carlos Navar-
ro, Rohullah Latif and Ryan Quinn. 
Their running partners for vice presi-
dent are Kim Haycraft, Jonny Leggett 
and Eloisa Amador, respectively.

Each campaign team met passing 
students in the Piazza, located in the 
dorms near the Gastronome. The 
event was organized by ASI elections 
commissioner Megan Martinez, 23, 
a child development and sociology 
double major.

Martinez said the event was creat-
ed so that the students would be able 
to meet the candidates.

Navarro, 21, Spanish major, and 
his running mate Haycraft, 21, phi-
losophy major, were out to promote 
their ideals: Titan pride, empower-
ment, teamwork and innovation.

“We need to educate the student 
as much as possible … we want to 
empower the student to let them 
know what’s going on in our student 
government, what issues are actually 
affecting us in terms of legislative, in 
terms of campus wide so that we can 
all make this change,” Navarro said.

Navarro said they want to focus on 
these issues because they feel that they 
have been lacking in years past, and 
that he would like to bring some at-
tention back to the upper classmen to 
make sure that they are still involved 
in campus affairs.

Cal State Fullerton’s Depart-
ment of Computer Science and 
Engineering is currently in the 
final stages of creating a cohort-
based program that will offer an 
accelerated route for computer en-
gineering students, allowing them 
to essentially earn two degrees in 
four years.

Computer engineering students 
who enroll in the proposed pro-
gram will be able to graduate from 
Cal State Fullerton with a bach-
elors and master’s degree in com-
puter engineering.

The unique degree program is 
still pending approval by the Cal 
State University Chancellor’s Of-
fice.

Susamma Barua, Ph.D., associ-

ate dean of the College and En-
gineering and Computer Science, 
said if the program is approved, 
they hope to begin accepting ap-
plications from high school stu-
dents for the fall 2014 semester.

In order to enter the program, 
students will need to already have 
10 Advanced Placement (AP) units 
under their belt before enrolling 
at CSUF, including Mathematics 
150A (Calculus I). This will en-
sure that students get a head start 
and are able to move through the 
degree program in four years.

“We believe this program will 
be very attractive to the students 
who really want to challenge 
themselves and also students who 
are the, we call them, high achiev-
ers from high school,” said Barua. 

Because it is a new program, Ba-
rua said it will only be offered to 
30 students for the first couple of 
years until demand grows. 
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Death pop arrives at Becker

For the misfits, the outsiders or 
the artistically unconventional, The 
Burning of Rome will serve a mix of 
death pop and haunting melodies at 
the Becker Amphitheater. 

To answer the question before 
it’s asked (or thought in this case), 
Adam Traub, the founder, frontman 
and keyboardist of the five-piece 
band, explained the style of death 
pop music.

 “It was actually a phrase that was 
coined by our guitar player’s brother 
when we were trying to figure out 
what to call that record … (it’s) light 
and dark,” said Traub. “You have 
these songs that at their core foun-
dation, they’re all pop songs, but 
there is a lot of darker content that’s 
going on there.” 

He added that their music and ver-
sions of pop songs are “kind of creepy.” 

For music fans, a Danny Elfman 

(Oingo Boingo) track would be a 
fairly accurate comparison. 

It has a similar type of carnival dance 
but with a darker, more gothic twist.

 The Burning of Rome’s appear-
ance will be lead by Traub along with 
fellow band mates Joe Aguilar (guitar 
and vocals), Lee Williams (drums), 
Aimee Jacobs (keyboards and vocals) 
and Keveen Baudouin (bass).

 The five who make up this 
unique ensemble met by chance—
all through acquaintances and 
friends of friends. 

“It’s always been kind of random 
word of mouth. … ‘You’re weird 
and this person’s weird, you should 
go be weird together,’” Traub said. 

The group, which has only re-
cently been joined by Baudouin, has 
released three albums; their latest, 
With Us, was with Surfdog Records.

 The band’s first two albums, Liv-
ing in the Lie, which was released 
in 2006 and Death Pop, released 
in 2008, were recorded in the lead 
singer’s cramped apartment in 
Oceanside, Calif.

The Burning of Rome has 
upgraded recording from 
a bedroom to Sonic Ranch

SIMA SARRAF
Daily Titan
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ASI presidential candidates
met students in the Piazza 
to promote their objectives

CODY LEONG
Daily Titan

The band plans to release their fourth album this year, which will be their second 
with Surfdog Records. Listeners can expect dance music laced with dark lyrics. 

 Courtesy of The Burning of Rome

CAMPUS | Dual degrees
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The engineering program 
will allow students to earn 
two degrees in four years 

CASEY ELOFSON
Daily Titan

Brief by 
SAMUEL MOUNTJOY
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A veteran U.S. Secret 
Service agent has been 
promoted by President 
Obama, becoming the first 
female director in the agency’s 
history, according to USA 
Today. 

Julia Pierson, 53, has served 
as the agency’s chief of staff 
for more than four years. Her 
appointment comes a year 
after the agency was marred 
by a prostitution scandal. 

Janet Napolitano called 
the appointment “historic” 
and the president said 
Pierson “exemplified the 
spirit and dedication the men 
and women of the service 
demonstrate every day.”

The Orlando native has 
been with the agency since 
1983 when she began her 
career as a special agent 
assigned to the Miami Field 
Office. 

She joined the agency after 
serving as an Orlando police 
officer for three years. 

Sen. Chuck Grassley of 
Iowa said she will have a lot 
of work to restore credibility 
to the agency tasked with 
policing counterfeiting and 
protecting the president. 

Brief by 
SAMUEL MOUNTJOY
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First female CIA 

director appointed

Bill seeks to exempt 
UCs, CSUs from 

emission law
Sen. Mimi Walters proposed 

a bill Tuesday that would 
exempt University of California 
and California State University 
campuses from emission laws, 
according to the Orange County 
Register. 

These campuses would be 
excluded from the new cap-and-
trade program that was created 
under the Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006. 

This program plays a large 
part in California’s plan to lower 
emissions of greenhouse gases 
to 1990 levels by 2020.

The program sets a ceiling on 
emissions which also creates a 
market for carbon credits, which 
work like permits that big emitters 
can buy and sell depending on 
necessity. 

Many public university 
campuses meet program 
qualifications which means they 
must begin working towards 
lowering emission or buy carbon 
credits.

According to the Orange 
County Register, Walters expects 
the bill will be shot down by the 
environmental community.

To cover costs of carbon credits 
through 2016, the CSU and UC 
systems have budgeted $10 
million and $8 million respectively, 
just for the next fiscal year.

Brief by 
KAITLYN THOMPSON

Anaheim will lose 142 hos-
pital beds upon the closure of 
Anaheim General Hospital in 
May, according to the Orange 
County Register.  

The hospital nearly closed 
two years ago after a loss of 
federal funds. 

A memo was distributed 
to employees two weeks ago 
after the hospital’s owner, Pa-
cific Health Corp., was cited 
more than $7 million from a 
variety of financial misdeeds 
including failure to pay wages. 

Employees have been given 
60 days notice of the May 23 
closure. 

The hospital was cited 
$16.5 million last year for bill-
ing the government for unnec-
essary treatment on Skid Row 
homeless.

In late 2010, the hospital 
was able to restore the federal 
funding that was pulled from 
it the year before. Six months 
later, however, the hospital 
was losing money every month 
and was put up for sale. 

The closure comes at a time 
when county hospitals are 
preparing to serve more pa-
tients due to provisions in the 
Affordable Care Act.

Brief by 
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Anaheim General 
Hospital to close

Fullerton Mayor Bruce Whitaker answers a question from a citizen during a “Talk Around Town” meeting Tuesday night. Whitaker’s discussion focused on the recent air tower closure and homeless shelter. 
MIMI HUNG / Daily Titan

Mayor discusses safety issues 
regarding air tower closure

KEVIN BLACKBURN
Daily Titan

Fullerton Mayor Bruce Whitak-
er discussed safety issues concern-
ing the proposed homeless shelter 
and the Fullerton airport commu-
nication tower being shut down 
with residents at the monthly 
“Talk Around Town” meeting on 
Tuesday night.

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration announced the closure of 
Fullerton Municipal Airport tower 
along with 148 other air traffic 
towers nationwide Friday, due to 
the sequester that was enacted in 
March.  

Jim Gandee, president of the 
Fullerton Airport Pilots Associa-
tion, stressed his concern about 
getting rid of Fullerton Municipal 
Airport’s air tower. 

Gandee said an air control tow-
er is necessary to regulate air traf-
fic in the busy skies seen in South-
ern California.  

“Without the tower ability to 
separate the aircraft, the skies 
are crowded and I believe, will 
become a more dangerous atmo-
sphere with the increased poten-
tial of a mid-air collision in and 

around the Fullerton area,” said 
Gandee. 

Gandee said he attempted to 
contact Sen. Barbara Boxer, Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein and Congress-
man Ed Royce to protest the tower 
closure, but has not received a re-
sponse from any of them. 

Whitaker took the opportunity 
to respond to Gandee’s concerns 
on the issue during the meet-
ing held at First Evangelical Free 
Church in Fullerton. 

He expressed his own concerns 
with the tower and said the city is 
doing its research to make sure the 
closing of the tower will not put 
Fullerton residents in harms way. 

“I appreciate some sugges-
tions that he (Gandee) has and I 
do believe that the city does have 
concerns about safety in general 
regarding the airport. So I want 
to see some real estimates on the 
dollars involved in the process,” 
Whitaker said. “I’d be in favor try-
ing to locate local dollars to try to 
replace that (air tower).”

The other safety issue discussed 
is the proposed homeless shelter 
that the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors plan on building at 
301 State College Boulevard.  

Residents expressed concerns 
about children walking past the 
homeless shelter on their way to 
and from Commonwealth El-
ementary School. 

The city’s existing homeless 
shelter is open about five months 
out of the year. 

The proposed shelter would be 
year-round and would accommo-
date over 200 beds as well as offer 
opportunities for homeless people 
to improve their lives.   

“I’m concerned about the kids 
at Commonwealth,” said Kelly 
Zilliac, a Fullerton resident. “I 
just want to make sure our kids 
are safe.”  

The Board of Supervisors has 
approved purchasing a closed Lin-
den’s Furniture store for $3.2 mil-
lion. 

The acquisition of the building 
was funded by Fund 15B, which is 
controlled by the County Execu-
tive Office. 

The need for a year-round 
homeless shelter was one of the 
determinations made by a home-
lessness committee convened after 
Kelly Thomas, a homeless man in 
Fullerton, was beaten to death by 
Fullerton Police in July 2011.  

DEGREE: Program awaits final 
word from CSU chancellor

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“In our proposal, we provided 
a target of 30 students to start off 
with … if there is a demand and 
students are very well qualified, we 
do not want to be in a situation to 
say no to them—we want to make 
sure the resources are there,” said 
Barua. 

Because the program would be 
extremely fast-paced and would 
include a rigorous course load, it’s 
essential that students start early.

Once students have been ac-
cepted into the program, they 
will be expected to attend the two 
summer sessions of first and sec-
ond year (totaling 18 units). 

Students will also be expected 
to work one summer internship, 
and maintain a standing 3.0 grade 
point average throughout the du-
ration of the program in order to 
stay enrolled in the degree pro-
gram. They must also complete all 
requirements for the B.S. and the 
M.S. degrees, totaling 153 units.

Raman M. Unnikrishnan, 
Ph.D., dean of the College of En-
gineering and Computer Science, 
said because the program is meant 
to produce two degrees in just 
four years, students can expect the 
workload be very intense. Unwav-
ering dedication will be necessary 
to complete it. 

“It’s not for the squeamish,” 

said Unnikrishnan. 
Chris Garcia, 22, a computer 

engineering major, said people 
might be hesitant at first because 
of the workload, but most would 
actually be willing to put in the 
work for it. 

“We already know going into 
this major, just as far as being in 
engineering, that we are already 
going to do a lot of work as it is, 
so I feel that this is a reasonable 
amount of guidelines to follow,” 
said Garcia.  

Unnikrishnan said since com-
bined programs like the one pro-
posed are very rare in California, 
passing the proposal will make the 
college much more enticing to stu-
dents who want to pursue the field 
of computer engineering.  

“We want to be a destination 
college so people want to choose 
to come here, so we have some-
thing unique to offer to people,” 
said Unnikrishnan. 

Garcia said as a student already 
involved in the current program, if 
future students are given a way to 
get their degrees more quickly, the 
degree program would definitely 
be a good idea. 

“We strive for a four-year pro-
gram but most people get out in 
five or more, so if we can find 
something that actually makes it 
easier for us to get out in four, 
then everyone would be on top of 

that,” Garcia said.
Barua said the program would 

not only attract more students to 
CSUF but also increase the grad-
uate-level workforce for the local 
economy. 

She said this is vital because the 
industries are looking for people 
with more advanced degrees to fill 
the needs they have. 

“There is a real need for engi-
neering graduates,” said Barua. 
“Any time you listen to any poli-
ticians, including the president, 
they keep saying about the short-
age of STEM graduates, and en-
gineering and computer science 
graduates in the country and how 
the need is going to become in-
creasingly important.”

Unnikrishnan said the road to 
obtaining approval for the new 
degree program started over two 
years ago and is currently in the 
final stages of deliberation. 

He said that submitting this 
proposal has been a long process 
because it must pass through sev-
eral offices and various hurdles be-
fore making it into a reality for the 
school. 

The proposal was originally sent 
to Chancellor Timothy White’s 
office before passing through six 
other departments. 

“We are waiting anxiously for ap-
proval and seven of the eight steps 
are done,” Unnikrishnan said.
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Fullerton Fox Theatre: Curtain may rise in 3 to 5 years

Despite major renovations to 
the Fullerton Fox Theatre complex 
in the past year, Fullerton Historic 
Theatre Foundation president Le-
land Wilson said it could still be 
three to five years until the building 
reopens to the public. 

The foundation bought the the-
ater in 2005 and anticipated its con-
struction cost at $10 million. Since 
then, the price tag has jumped and 
is estimated to cost about $24 mil-
lion to restore the theater.

According to former foundation ex-
ecutive director Jon Wagner, the high 
cost has been due to the amount retro-
fitting work the structure needs.

To help fund the project, the 
Foundation has received $2 mil-
lion in grants from the state and a 
$6 million loan from the Culture of 
Redevelopment Agency. 

There is also interest in the res-
taurant space that will help with the 

funding, said Wilson. 
“If the foundation can raise money 

for the additional work, or receive 
grants through the state, then it (re-
opening the theater) will all depend 
on funding,” said Christine Pilatil, 
Fullerton city project manager. 

Wilson said the theater was shut 
down by the city in 1987 in part be-
cause the owner would not seismi-
cally retrofit the theater. 

Earthquake retrofitting, Wagner 
said, is very expensive but necessary 
to keep the building. In the event of 
an earthquake, a 30-foot extension 

wall will save the theater from falling.
The city of Fullerton has com-

pleted the portion of earthquake 
retrofitting, Pilatil said. 

Other recent renovations include 
historic restoration, plumbing, elec-
trical, exterior aesthetics and grease 
traps in the kitchen, which are now 
required in restaurants. 

Although there has been a lot 
of progress, there are still a lot of 
things that need to be done, like  
providing enough light, Pilatil said. 

Although the theater still holds 
events, she said it is by a case-by-

case basis.
The city is currently working 

with the Foundation on getting 
tenants in the spaces in the Fires-
tone building, the spaces around 
the theater and the courtyard, 
which are complete. 

 Located on the corner of Harbor 
Boulevard and Chapman Avenue, 
the theater has been a part of Ful-
lerton for more than 90 years, and 
according to Wilson its reopening 
will benefit the community.

“I think it will bring us more 
sophisticated entertainment to the 

downtown, and it will bring us up to 
history to the community,” he said. 

Wilson added that reopening the 
theater will also bring Hollywood 
to the community up to hold events 
where actors perform and movies 
premiere like it had in the past. 

Businesses around the theater said 
reopening would create more foot 
traffic and attract more customers.

Eric Gardne, a barista at Starbucks 
on Harbor Boulevard and Chapman 
Avenue, said his location gets a lot 
of business from younger customers 
due to the bar scene in the downtown 

area and reopening the theater would 
bring in more families.

According to the Fox Theatre 
website, reopening the theater 
would have great business potential 
because there are no movie theaters 
in the downtown area, and the clos-
est independent art film houses are 
over 10 miles away.

AMS Planning & Research, 
contracted by the foundation, esti-
mates that The Fox will earn about 
70 percent of its operating budget 
from facility rentals, ticket sales, 
service charges and fees. 

“I think it will 
bring us more 
sophisticated 

entertainment to 
the downtown, 

and it will 
bring us up to 
history to the 
community.”
LELAND WILSON

Fullerton Historic Theatre 
Foundation President

Leland Wilson, Fullerton Historic Theatre Foundation president, said it could still be three to five years until the Fullerton Fox Theatre reopens to the public.
DEANNA TROMBLEY / Daily Titan

The two running mates wanted 
to run for their positions because 
they loved working with the stu-
dents and they wanted to mobilize 
the student community.

“We can step in and help the 
students feel like this is their 
home,” Haycraft said.

Many of the candidates have 
similar platforms, choosing to fo-
cus on issues of Titan pride and 
communication.

“Me and Jonny all want to see 
everyone wearing CSUF cloth-
ing,” said Latif, 22, a mechanical 
engineering major. 

Latif and running mate Leggett, 
21, an economics major, plan 
to build up athletics which they 
said are the key to campus unity 
because they invigorate students 
who want to attend the events and 

show pride in their school.
In addition to focusing on the 

athletics, Latif and Leggett are fo-
cusing on clubs and organizations 
from different colleges on campus 
as part of an outreach. 

Their platform also concerns 
campus safety and the develop-
ment of student leadership. 

The two plan on developing 
a bike theft program where they 
will be working with campus po-
lice to help prevent bike theft.

The other candidates are Quinn, 
24, a history graduate student, and 
Amador, 23, a double major in hu-
man services and Chicano studies.

“I’ve always been an advocate 
all my life and an activist, so I 
want to advocate for students at 
the state and national level, which 
I have been doing, but I want to 
be apart of ASI too,” said Amador.

Their platform consists of help-

ing students and properly appro-
priating the resources that remain 
idle as well as expanding the ser-
vices provided to students. 

“The student budget reserves 
are pretty substantial, they’re 
around the neighborhood of $4.8 
million … we want to use it to 
expand services that people re-
ally need such as library hours, 
the health center and the counsel-
ing and psychological services,” 
Quinn said.

The three teams will continue to 
campaign on the campus until elec-
tions. 

Each campaign will have tables 
around campus to help inform stu-
dents of their platforms. The elec-
tion kick-off takes place Wednes-
day at noon at the Titan Walk.

Voting will take place April 10 
and 11 at voting booths around 
campus.

CAMPAIGN: Candidates 
focus on Titan pride  

ASI presidential candidates Kimberly Haycraft, left, and Carlos Navarro, right, distribute fliers Tuesday at the Piazza.  
ELEONOR SEGURA / For the Daily Titan
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Fullerton Historic Theatre 
Foundation anticipates $10 
million construction cost 

BEVI EDLUND
Daily Titan



HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

For research study involving 
measurement of hemoglobin.

If you are between 18-35 yrs old, 
healthy and weigh 220 lbs or less,

you may be eligible to participate in a research 
study with monetary compensation for your time.

Multiple blood draws and a fluid 
infusion are required over the 
90-120 minutes study period.

Please call for details.

Masimo Corp.
40 Parker Irvine, CA 92618

949-297-7137
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The fact that the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice lost $16 billion last year makes 
us rethink how relevant snail mail 
is for us. 

In an effort to assist the already 
struggling service, the Postal Ser-
vice hoped to cut down its six-day 
deliveries to five. What’s a day less 
to check the mail, which most of us 
don’t often do on a daily basis any-
way, considering it would save a near 
$2 billion annually? 

An independent agency that has 
long depended on the loyalty of 
American citizens, the service’s sense 
of urgency for reformation depicts 
how mail has become a dying breed 
since the introduction of electronic 
delivery. Five business days of deliv-
ery is not a huge operational change. 
We all function in a five-day mind-
set anyhow, yet Congress insists that 
the Postal Service must press on with 
six-day delivery. 

The next year won’t be profit-
able nor will it be close to breaking 
even, following current expecta-
tions. Common logic can recognize 
the pattern that the Postal Service is 
trending towards. With technology 
coming in as mail’s greatest com-
petitor, it will only advance onward 
from here. There is a movement for 
less paper—to go green—and to 
consume less, so more aspects of our 
society are moving to electronic pro-
cesses. Fewer letters are sent out be-
cause of the attempt to go green, so 
maybe it is time to move away from 
delivering six days a week.  

Despite being a national service 
appointed by government, the Postal 
Service does not need to be as much of 
a financial issue when there are plenty 
of other things that should be higher 
on the list of budget priorities. 

If the Postal Service is requesting 
a business reformation that would 
save $2 billion, that sounds exactly 
like something that would be appeal-
ing to Congress. However, it does 
not look as if Congress is willing to 
change a struggling government-run 
operation for sake of the budget def-
icit and taxpayer dollars. If there is 

anything else on the budget than can 
be modified or cut as slightly as the 
Postal Service delivery days, I would 
expect Congress would not hesitate 
at the chance to save money. 

It almost seems like a resistance 
to change. The Postal Service has 
been loyal to its citizens without 
complaint, and taken for granted. 
This request to cut out only one day 
is not for convenience of postal em-
ployees, but out of a humble need 
for the business. 

An effort to at least try to save 
the Postal Service from greater losses 
should adhere to the decision to allow 
the change—a trial run of the five-
day service, perhaps. The potential 
savings would definitely be worth try-
ing. This could potentially mean $2 
billion more into education, health 
care or other such programs. 

Congress needs to recognize the 
problem they’re creating. Let the 
Postal Service do what it needs to 
do in order to dodge an even big-
ger setback if it was to suddenly go 
bankrupt. Yes, we need our mail 
delivered, but I think the benefits 
of a five-day service outweigh any 
disadvantages. I could not imagine 
any chaos caused by one day less 
delivery; we would still receive the 
same mail. 

There would be less protest than if 
the Postal Service were to completely 
disintegrate from a sudden budget 
cut that would be more significant 
and dramatic than this minor step to 
relieve the financial pressures. 

I can’t think of many downfalls 
aside from the fact that it would be 
one day less to check the mail. Sure, 
we would have to wait an extra two 
days if something is expected for 
weekend delivery. But for personal 
letters we can wait and at least know 
it’s coming. For business, there is a 
legitimate excuse for the delay.

Everything is going digital anyway, 
or at least providing the option to have 
electronic processing. It’s instanta-
neous, convenient, cheaper and better 
for the environment. Many of us have 
already recognized this and made the 
switch from paper to electronic. 

The Postal Service is only trying 
to adapt in order to survive, so let it. 

Although the Postal Service had previously announced it would halt deliveries 
on Saturdays to save $2 billion a year, Congress overrode the decision.

Courtesy of MCT

USPS: Save some money 
by dropping Saturday mail

STEPHANIE MERCADO
Daily Titan

Money won’t heal these wounds

The Los Angeles Unified School 
District and the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles are two establishments to 
have hidden cases of sexual abuse. 

By either denying it or failing to 
do anything about the cases, these 
are further damaging the reputa-
tion they so badly want to protect.

It’s appalling to think these es-
tablishments have decided to take 
the route of covering up a case of 
child abuse for the self-preserva-
tion of their institution. Appalling 
because the cases involve human 
beings and, most troubling of all, 
children who are defenseless.

In the case of the Archdiocese, 
Cardinal Roger Mahony helped 
elect the new pope.

Yet someone who knew of an ex-
priest’s criminal past, and failed to 
protect the people under his care, 
should not be given so much re-
sponsibility and trust. Currently, 
there are 12 counts of molestation 
that former L.A. priest Michael 
Baker was convicted on, covering 
four victims. 

The settlement total amount 
was for $9.9 million.

NBC News reports the attor-
neys for the plaintiffs could pur-
sue punitive damages. Rightly so, 
the effects of child abuse can be 
lasting not only psychologically, 
but behaviorally and physically.

Physical consequences, such as 
damage to a child’s growing brain, 
can have psychological implica-
tions such as cognitive delays or 
emotional difficulties, according 
to the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services website. No 
amount of settlements, can truly 
replace that harm that was caused 
by someone that the children and 
family ultimately trusted. 

Settlements can also epitomize 
the lack of accountability that the 
institutions take in such cases; mon-
ey doesn’t remove the damage done.

The case of the LAUSD is simi-
lar to the one of the Archdiocese in 
that officials were told of concerns 
with a teacher, Robert Pimentel. 
Pimentel was later charged with 
sexual misconduct with 12 chil-
dren under the age of 14. The first 
of the allegations occurred during 
September 2011-March 2012, ac-
cording to the Los Angeles Times.

Another case that arose this year 
alone in the LAUSD was teacher 
Mark Berndt who was arrested 
January 2012 after a yearlong in-
vestigation. Berndt was charged 
with 23 counts of lewd conduct. 

Allegations soon arose that he 
spoon-fed semen to blindfolded 
children as part of what he called 
a “tasting game.” In this case, the 
LAUSD will pay $30 million in 
settlements.

One mother of a victim put 
the situation poignantly when she 
told the Times, “It hurts him now, 
but he’s still so young. Once he 
gets older, he will understand and 
it will hurt him so much more.”

Still another case is that of ex-
priest Joseph Pina who was hired 
by the LAUSD although they 
knew he had been accused of mo-
lestation.

And again, if the excuse of the 
two establishments is self-preser-
vation of their institution it will 
not last long. If the the two insti-
tutions were basically built on lies, 
expect to see a breakdown of the 
establishments from the inside. 

A vulnerable place of being 

abused can bring further harm if 
nothing is done to combat this. 
What is covering up the abuse tell-
ing the children? 

What they’re basically saying 
is, “I am sorry that this happened 
to you, but we would rather pro-
tect our reputation than bring the 
sexual offender to justice.” That is 
definitely not good enough. 

It is not only the police officers 
duty to protect the people, it is 
also the school officials and em-
ployees. If authorities and officials 
can pay for their mistakes by giv-
ing out settlements, what is going 
to stop them from doing it again?

The lack of accountability in 
these establishments and hiding 
it for “the greater good” is doing 
no one any good, especially the 
victims. Hiding the sexual abuse 
is only protecting the sexual of-
fenders—the ones who deserve no 
protection.

The trust lost in the LAUSD 
and Archdiocese of LA 
can’t be bought back

MICHELLE TUYUB
Daily Titan

The cast of Veronica Mars, once a cult-classic television show and soon to be a feature film thanks to Kickstarter, has agreed to return for the project.
Courtesy of MCT

The constant Kickstarter conundrum

Kickstarter has become a huge 
trend in fundraising for creative 
projects ranging from that of in-
dependent filmmakers, artists, 
musicians, producers, videogame 
creators and even inventors. 

The site offers an all-or-nothing, 
time-constrained opportunity to raise 
money to turn a project idea into a 
reality. Supporters, or “backers,” can 
donate money, often in exchange for 
goods related to the project. 

With this funding, playwrites 
are able to afford theater spaces 
and musicians get studio time. 
People are able to create due to the 
kindness of friends, fans and often 
strangers. In turn, those backers 
not only receive tangible rewards, 
but the opportunity to see their 
support come to fruition.

That sounds beneficial for all 
involved. What could go wrong?

Kickstarter has a very long, very 
clear FAQ page which aims to en-
sure that the answer to that ques-

tion is “nothing.”
Backers put their money on 

projects knowing that there may 
be unforeseen complications and 
that they won’t receive any of the 
profits if the project is successful. 
So far, with a few exceptions, the 
system has worked pretty well. 

Alas, controversy always jumps 
at the chance to rear its ugly head.

Although there have been some 
notable success stories, like Oscar 
winning film Inocente (best docu-
mentary short film), most of the 
projects that receive funding reach 
a relatively small or very specific 
audience and go unnoticed by the 
mainstream population. 

That may change as one particu-
lar project has made headlines and 
waves recently. Fans of the cult hit 
Veronica Mars were able to turn the 
dream of a full blown film based 
on the show into a reality through 
Kickstarter. While many are count-
ing this as a victory for the little guy 
in the battle against the big bad stu-
dio, some are questioning whether it 
is setting an unrealistic precedent for 
future film projects. 

Or worse, studios have found a 
way to take advantage of fans.

The entertainment industry is 

a tricky place. Its inner workings 
are not easily understood, but 
this is what I gather: Filmmak-
ers make movies. Sometimes they 
are backed by studios. Sometimes 
they are made independently and 
then fight to be distributed.

The case of Veronica Mars seems 
to be one where the studio said, “if 
you can raise the money to make 
your movie, we will market and 
distribute it for you.” Kickstarter 
came into play. The fans said “Yes! 
Please! Take my money!” and the 
rest was history.

Regardless of if this was a clever 
ploy to help Warner Bros. save 
money—which I don’t think it 
was—fans are getting exactly what 
they want rather than what the 
studio “thinks” they want. 

Maybe if fans had more of a say 
and, more importantly, a stake in 
what big movie studios distribute, 
more trusted material would make 
it into movie theaters. This takes 
the movie pitching process out of 
the office or boardroom (or what-
ever awful place movies like Bat-
tleship are greenlit) and brings it 
straight to the moviegoers.

It says something significant 
that in less than 12 hours, fans 

raised over $2 million to make the 
Veronica Mars movie a go. It says 
something more that the total has 
now climbed to over $3 million.

The Veronica Mars story and 
the inevitable follow up stories say 
that people are willing to bet their 
money on the projects they want 
to see. They have faith in the little 
guy. It is not unrealistic to think 
that more projects like this one or 
even lesser-known ones will bring 
some sort of change to the main-
stream entertainment world. 

At least I hope it isn’t unrealistic.
It is possible that a shift is happen-

ing with sites like Kickstarter where 
independents are receiving the boost 
they need to stand on a level playing 
field with the mainstream.

Why wouldn’t movie studios 
or record labels or any kind of 
distributor want to put out work 
that fans have already paid money 
to have made? It would be a waste 
of an opportunity to chalk the 
success of the Veronica Mars cam-
paign up to a fluke or as setting an 
unrealistic expectation.

Distributors, fans, and creators 
should take this as an opportunity 
to bring worthwhile projects to 
the forefront.

Crowdfunding may have its 
risks, but it lets the people 
speak with their wallets

CHELSEA BOYD
Daily Titan

Settlements can also epitomize the 
lack of accountability that the 
institutions take in such cases; 

money doesn’t remove the 
damage done. 
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Banjo player Mike Pham (left) and mandolin and fiddle player Maxwell Esposito 
(right) perform during the annual three-day tattoo and music festival, MusInk. 

 Courtesy of Vinnie and the Hooligans

Student spring break survival guide

DOS:
 

Tip your bartender
A little goes along way. Don’t 

rely on flirty eyes from across the 
bar. Avoid watered down drinks by 
tipping your bartender. Have some 
consideration too; they’ll be serving 
drunk tourists all week long. 

 
Try something new

By all means, go have your fun 
at bars and clubs. If you’re in an-
other state or country, especially, 
try something you would never 
be able to do back home. Go to a 
museum, see the city or swim with 
dolphins.

 
Use sunblock

Apply and reapply. You don’t 
want to spend a portion of your va-
cation in pain. You also don’t want 
to end up tagged as a burnt tomato 
on Facebook. 

 
Double knot your bikini top

One little tug and your goods 
can land you a role as an extra on 
Girls Gone Wild—Spring Break 
Edition.  It’s better to be safe than 
sorry. When in doubt, double 
knot your top.

 
Drink up, but know your limits

While Spring Break is all about 
going wild, don’t be that girl/guy. 
Hangovers are never fun. Save 
your energy for the rest of the va-
cation. No one looks cute crouch-
ing over a toilet bowl full of vomit.

 
DON’TS:
 

Fall in love
While the search for “the one” 

may seem like an impossible jour-
ney, you’re most likely not going 
to find it while doing a keg stand. 
If you find someone, be sure feel-
ings aren’t getting involved.

Don’t get arrested
If you’re traveling to another 

country make sure you know the 
rules. Go wild and have fun, but 
don’t be stupid. 

The last thing you want to do is 
end up in jail in a foreign country 
for doing something stupid like 
public intoxication or peeing in 
public.

         
Make decisions when 

you’re drunk
What happens on spring break 

doesn’t always stay in spring break. 
Depending on what you decide 
to do, it might end up biting you 
when you get back home.

What may seem like a good idea 
in a drunken state—such as a tat-
too, piercing or hook up with a fel-
low spring breaker—may leave you 
with a My Little Pony on your left 
butt-cheek, an infected ear or an 
STD. 

Travel with close friends to watch 
over your inebriated state of being.

 
Lose your cell phone

You might have the unconscious 
habit of checking your phone for a 
missed call, text or the time. You’ll 
be unable to hear your phone’s 
ringer over the high volume of mu-
sic. Keep your phone on vibrate so 
you don’t have to constantly check 
it.         

Also, make sure the battery is 
charged. You do not want to end up 
stranded in an unfamiliar city, with 
no means of communication. Save 
your company the worry and hassle 
of going on a manhunt for you.

 
Wear a YOLO shirt

Don’t fall into this tacky over-
done trend that should have never 
been started in the first place.

Odds are, there are a few Spring 
Breakers who are enraged to this 
Drake motto gone entirely wrong. 
Basically, it’s an invitation to be-
come a life-sized punching bag. 
You’ve been warned.

 CHEAP WAYS TO TRAVEL:
 

Road trip
Gas prices are still high, but it is 

still less expensive than going on a 
flight. Carpool and have everyone 
pitch in for gas.

Stay on land. There’s plenty of 
Spring Break destinations in the 
tri-state area. 

Want the ultimate road trip ex-
perience? Vehicles can also double 
as a hotel room if you’re really on 
a budget. 

Visit a national monument, 
an unvisited museum or national 
park along the way.

Better yet, stay local. California 
hosts a variety of beaches to choose 
from. Skip the flight and see what 
you’ve been missing out on.

Eat at home
Eating out three or more times 

a day can put a hole in your wal-
let.  

Save money by going to the gro-
cery store and stock up on snacks 
and meals for when you get hun-
gry throughout your vacation.

When you do decide to eat 
out, do some Internet research on 
where the best happy hours are 
and which restaurants are offering 
specials.

Avoid touristy areas when de-
ciding where to eat as they can get 
over-priced. 

Ask the locals on where you can 
find an authentic yet cheap dining 
experience.

 
Discounts

Use the Internet to your advan-
tage. Check out deals on Living-
Social and Groupon. 

This is your chance to try new 
things like skydiving, whitewa-
ter rafting or even just eating at 
a restaurant you’ve never been to 
before.

Depending on your destination, a 
student ID can help save money on 
airfare, trains, tours and hotel stays.

KYMBERLIE ESTRADA
Daily Titan

Americana 
folk band 
to play Pub 

SIMA SARRAF
Daily Titan

With less than a year under 
their belt as a band, Vinnie and 
the Hooligans exceed expectations 
in every way. 

The five-man band will be 
showcasing their mix of bluegrass 
and Americana folk songs in the 
Titan Student Union Under-
ground Pub on Thursday. 

The performance will follow the 
Becker time-budget and run from 
noon to 1 p.m.

The band’s sound can easily be 
compared with Irish folk/punk 
legends The Pogues and Flogging 
Molly. With his growling rough 
voice and blue-collar ballads, 
Vinnie Carlini and his band of 
hooligans are sure to inspire foot 
stomping from the crowd.

Carlini will be joined onstage by 
Miguel Gonzales (standup bass), 
Mike Pham (banjo), Maxwell Esposi-
to (mandolin, violin and fiddle) and 
Scott Young (accordion) with Carlini 
as lead singer and guitar.

The group claims to be “five 
fine men providing music for the 
working class.”

Most of the group considers them-
selves blue-collar workers. Currently 
Carlini spends his evenings delivering 
pizzas while also working odd jobs 
here and there. It doesn’t really get 
anymore blue collar than that.

“We’re all blue-collar workers … a 
lot of the music that I’m writing now 
has to do with the working class, kind 
of like songs for hope,” said Carlini.

The allure of playing this type of 
music varies for each member of the 
band, but for the stand up bass player 
the reason is simple.

“It’s uplifting,” Gonzales said.
Additionally, Esposito and 

Young are both barbers in their 
day-to-day lives.

And although much of the band 
came from punk musical back-
grounds, the instruments they play 
gravitate more towards bluegrass 
folk-style music.

Pham was a part of the band An-
tagen, and only recently switched 
from guitar to banjo.

“I decided to pick up the banjo 
after I saw a Dropkick Murphys 
show in L.A.,” Pham said. “It was ei-
ther banjo or bagpipes, but since my 
roommates would kill me if I chose 
bagpipes, I went with banjo.”

The band’s freshness should not be 
taken out of context though; in less 
than a year together, they have al-
ready accomplished a great deal.

The band’s EP, Folk Yeah, is avail-
able for download on iTunes. It gives 
a five-song taste of the band’s sound 
and musical variation.

On the EP, some stand out songs 
that showcase the band’s message are 
“Hellbound,” which is a working 
class song for hope, and “Desperate 
Man,” which draws a connection 
from anyone who hears it.

“Desperate Man” is a song that 
anyone can relate to because everyone 
has been in the position where they’ve 
been wronged or hurt by someone, 
said Carlini.

“It’s kind of just one of those 
things where everybody’s felt small, 
everyone’s felt like a small person be-
fore, but I don’t think a lot of people 
like to share that,” Carlini said. “(The 
song) connects to them in the sense 
that someone’s speaking for them.”

Vinnie and the Hooligans plan 
to release a full-length album by 
the end of the year. For now the 

band continues to grow by playing 
as many shows as possible.

In March, they were given an enor-
mous opportunity as far as audience 
exposure goes. They were given a last 
minute slot to perform at Southern 
California’s annual tattoo and music 
festival, MusInk.

The three-day festival is held at the 
Orange County fairgrounds in Costa 
Mesa. Some of the heavy-hitters in 
the music industry that have per-
formed include Bad Religion, Lag-
wagon, Pennywise and Johnny Two 
Bags of Social Distortion.

The five-man band wanted to put 
on a “damn good show” Carlini said.

“Our goal at that was just to 
play as best we can, and be pro-
fessional about it too, like get on 
and off stage without being in 
anybody’s way and just take care 
of our business,” Carlini said.

For anyone on campus Thurs-
day, a free show in the Pub seems 
to be a fitting way to kick off 
spring break.

Vinnie and the Hooligans can 
be found here: Facebook.com/
VinnieAndTheHooligans?fref=ts.

Upcoming performances will 
also include the Detroit Bar in 
Costa Mesa on May 4 and the 
Coach House in San Juan Capist-
rano on May 24.

A duo piano performance by 
Füreya Ünal and Judy Huang will 
feature timeless compositions, 
including a rendition of “Rite of 
Spring” by renowned composer 
Igor Stravinsky.  

The concert will be held Thurs-
day, March 28 at 8 p.m. in the Re-
cital Hall.  

The performance will include 
both double and single piano 
pieces. 

The two will sit side-by-side 
and play as one during single pia-
no arrangements. 

Ünal said that this can be a dif-
ficult task because there are times 
where they play a note with their 
fingers crossing the other’s. 

The performance will also 
include works from compos-
ers Debussy, Shostakovich and 
Lutosławski. 

The concert is based on 20th 
century contemporary repertoire.

Among the 20th century piec-
es to be performed is “Rite of 
Spring.” This is notable since this 
year celebrates the 100th anniver-
sary of the Stravinsky piece. 

“Rite of Spring” was composed 
in 1913 and premiered in Paris. 
Unal said that this is an important 
piece because it was way ahead of 
its time, but that the original audi-
ence hated it. 

But because other composers 
found inspiration in the four-hand 
piece, it later became a landmark.

Huang and Ünal are aware of the 
challenges that the piece will pose. 
One major challenge is that the 
song requires the two to be in sync 

rhythmically and harmonically. 
“This is very rare opportunity to 

listen to a piece played by two pia-
nists, in a one piano four-hand,” 
said Huang. “I think its something 
really unique.”

Something that Huang said is 
valuable in the performance is si-
lence. 

To add to the concert’s dramatic 
effect, audience members can ex-
pect a good amount of silence. 

Huang said that the crowd will 
recognize parts of the Stravinsky 
piece because they have been in 
movies soundtracks such as Psycho.

“In terms of textualize its not 
just beautiful melody, its pretty 
brutal … exotic ... savage,” Huang 
said.

The duo originally met at Santa 
Ana College where Ünal taught 
and Huang performed. 

Huang studied with Vitaly Mar-
gulis at UCLA and Ünal studied 
with Vitaly’s wife Leontina in Is-
tanbul. Both have a deep rooted 
background in music.

Ünal has been playing the piano 
since she was three and is a music 
professor at Cal State Fullerton. 

At age five she attended the Istan-
bul University State Conservatory. 
She eventually received two mas-
ter degrees; one from the Istanbul 
Conservatory and the other from 
Frankfurt University of Music and 
Performing Arts.

“I’ve been doing music all my 
life,” said Ünal. “I couldn’t think 
of myself doing anything else.”

Ünal transitioned from student 
to teacher while at the conservato-
ry, and realized that teaching was 
something else she had to learn. 

Huang has performed in nu-
merous venues around the world. 

She also was the grand prize 
winner in 2004 at the Carmel 
Music Society Competition and 
has also won other awards. 

Huang was lauded a young 
child prodigy by the juror com-
mittee at the Asia Pacific Interna-
tional competition when she was 
the youngest contestant in their 
history at age 11. 

She currently teaches at Orange 
County School of Arts in Santa 
Ana.

Huang said that the concert will 
be a different kind of experience 
and will capture the audience’s at-
tention. 

The duo is attempting to use 
the piano as vehicle to create a 
range of different sounds. 

“Expect a lot of loud music, a 
lot of notes, very flashy, very virtu-
osic. Sometimes it could be a little 
challenging to listen to, especially 
the The Rite of Spring,” Ünal said. 
“But I’m sure that (the audience) 
will really enjoy it.”

Tickets to the duo piano show 
are $15, but $13 for students with 
a Titan discount. 

Duo pianists key in sync 
MICHELLE TUYUB

Daily Titan

“I couldn’t think 
of myself doing 
anything else.”

FUREYA ÜNAL
Performer 
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Admission

MOVIE: Story of unconditional love

Courtesy of MCT

Tina Fey plays an admissions 
officer at Princeton University in 
her latest film, Admission. 

The film marks Fey’s first project 
since her award winning TV series 
30 Rock, which ended January. 

Like many of the characters Fey 
has played in her career, Portia 
Nathan is an independent, career-
driven woman who struggles to 
find time for love and kids in her 
busy life. 

However, Admission takes on a 
heavier tone than previous comedies 
like Baby Mama and Date Night.

In Admission, Portia’s world is 
flipped when she meets a college 
bound autodidact boy named Jere-
miah who may be the son she gave 
up for adoption 17 years ago. 

Jeremiah aspires to attend 
Princeton and crosses paths with 
Fey during a routine information 
lecture for applicants. 

The boy’s alternative school teach-
er John Pressman (Paul Rudd) went 
to college with Fey and since meet-
ing Jeremiah has become convinced 
that he must be the child Fey gave 
up while in college. 

Things are further complicated 
for Portia when she begins to fall 
for John. 

This is the first time Fey and 
Rudd have starred together in a 
film, but their chemistry is good.

Portia begins to take profession-
al and personal risks as she tries to 
help Jeremiah get into Princeton. 

As she competes for a promo-
tion, Portia makes unethical deci-
sions and teeters on the verge of 
losing everything. 

The audience follows Portia 
on her emotional rollercoaster 
as she navigates her way through 
this delicate situation, trying to 

do what is best for not only this 
young man, but for herself. 

Fey does a good job of portray-
ing the conflict and emotion of 
her character. 

The scenes between her and the 
boy are at times heart wrenching.

Although the emotion is well 
played between the two, it is hard 
to believe that this young man, 
despite his kindness and bril-
liance, could ever be a candidate 
for Princeton. 

He is a poor student with a 1.5 
GPA and his seemingly only extra-
curricular activity is amateur ven-
triloquism. 

Yet somehow the audience is to 
believe that not only do his teach-
ers believe he has a shot at Princ-
eton, but that a respected Princ-
eton philosopher, played by Olek 
Krupa, would actually write him 
a letter of high recommendation 
after seeing his ventriloquist act.

The likeable cast is what saves 
this mediocre script. 

The comic relief is provider by 
Michael Sheen who plays Portia’s 
clueless ex-boyfriend.

He believes her emotional out-
bursts are about him. 

Sheen and Fey have starred to-

gether before on 30 Rock and they 
manage to parlay their witty ban-
ter into Admission.

Paul Rudd is as amiable as ever 
as Portia’s love interest. 

He plays an altruistic single fa-
ther trying to unite Portia with her 
now teenage son. 

Lily Tomlin also co-stars as Por-
tia’s feminist mother. 

Her screen presence brings a 
certain gravitas to the film. 

Rudd and Tomlin’s characters 
highlight the overarching theme 
of the film: the complicated rela-
tionship and unconditional love 
between a parent and a child.

The heavy tone of the film may 
be in part due to its director, Paul 
Weitz, best known for directing 
the comedic drama About a Boy 
starring Hugh Grant.

The About a Boy storyline is not en-
tirely dissimilar from that of Admission. 

Both are both based on novels 
and attempt to deal with heavy sub-
ject matter with a comedic touch.

While Admission is not the best film 
in some of the cast member’s filmogra-
phy, it is certainly not the worst. 

It is a standard comedic drama 
that is worth seeing for the de-
lightful cast alone.

The budget experience of mak-
ing an album recently changed for 
the five artists, first with their ex-
perience creating With Us in 2012 
and then more recently at Sonic 
Ranch in Texas. 

Last year’s album, their first 
with Surfdog Records, was record-
ed at Eastwest Recording studios, 
formerly and more commonly 
known as Oceanway Studio. 

“It was a studio that was built 
by Frank Sinatra, pretty much 
specifically built just to record My 
Way, and then it had such great 
sounds in the rooms that all these 
other artists started coming in,” 
said Traub. “Rolling Stones have 
recorded there, Beach Boys re-
corded Pet Sounds there … Quincy 
Jones recorded Thriller there …” 

More than anything, Traub 
seems to love the history behind 
the recording studios. Seeing and 
using the same equipment as those 
who shaped his life musically, 
from synthesizers and guitars to 
mics and pedals.

Last year’s With Us was mixed by 
Paul Leary (Butthole Surfers), who 
is based out of Austin. 

The group was very excited to 

work with him. The band was ec-
static when Paul expressed interest 
in producing any upcoming work 
for them. 

“He’s been around the block 
and so we were like ‘okay, if this 
guy wants to produce us we need 
to make this happen,’” Traub said. 

Somewhere between working 
with Leary again, being in Texas 
and touring, the group’s latest stu-
dio time transpired. 

In late March 2013 they found 
themselves at Sonic Ranch; the 
largest residential recording studio 
in the world that also happens to 
be surrounded by pecan orchards. 

Traub describes the owner of 
Sonic Ranch, Tony Rancich, as 
“this really eclectic, spiritually 
driven kind of philanthropist.” 

Among the veterans to visit and 
record at Sonic Ranch are the Yeah 
Yeah Yeahs, At the Drive-In and 
Sublime with Rome.  

Although Burning of Rome is 
equipped with songs and ideas, 
the quick turnout of music that 
is needed to survive the business 
today puts pressure on nearly any-
one involved.

When asked about the band’s 
biggest accomplishments to date, 
he does not mention tours or mu-

sicians they’ve shared the stage 
with as some performers would; 
it’s the small but sweeter victories 
he’s proud of. 

“Just the fact that we’ve sur-
vived,” Traub said. “It’s tough to 
be a band nowadays.” 

Thankfully for The Burning of 
Rome, their parent, Surfdog Re-
cords, is very hands off and gives 
them artistic freedom with their 
music, videos and any other aspect 
of their art. 

“They’re not censoring, they’re 
very open to experimentation, 
which is cool,” said Traub. 

He also mentions that he ini-
tially thought being signed with a 
label would be the complete oppo-
site of their experience so far, and 
that perhaps the label views them 
more as a “passion project.” 

To get a taste of this first hand, 
students can visit the Becker Am-
phitheater at noon on Wednesday.  

If that hour isn’t enough, 
Burning of Rome can be 
found here: Facebook.com/
TheBurningOfRome?fref=ts and 
TheBurningOfRome.com. 

“If you haven’t heard it, give it a 
chance—if you love it, come be a part 
of the family,” said Traub. “If you hate 
it, the CD makes a great coaster.”

MUSIC: Burning of Rome endures the industry
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MAN ON THE STREET
What’s the best concert you’ve been to?

From the booming sound 
of a bass guitar and the sweat 
from an overcrowded sea of 
fans to rock ‘n’ roll legends and 
complete unknowns. These are 
all things that make or break a 
concert experience. 

Either way, all are major ele-
ments for any show. 

What makes things harder 
is that Southern California is 
teaming with music venues 
filled with aspiring bands to 
choose from. 

This year’s greatest show 
could be a stone’s throw away 
from the worst event put to-
gether since your neighbor’s 
garage band performed terrible 
Nirvana cover songs. 

Ryan Clippinger, 21, a mu-
sic education major, said the 
greatest concert he’s attended 
was a OneRepublic show. 

“They had good energy—
they knew how to work a 
crowd,” said Clippinger. “You 
know how a lot of people sound 
worse playing live. OneRepub-
lic is actually one of the few 
bands that I’ve seen that sound 
better live.” 

Clippinger said he’s attended 
many shows where bands didn’t 
offer the same delivery as On-
eRepublic. Instead, the set had 
awkward transitions between 
songs and scattered instrumen-
tal equalization.  

His biggest pet peeve is when 
people get in the way, disallow-
ing him to see the band.

Malcolm Morris, 21, a his-
tory major, said the best concert 
she’s been to was last semester’s 
the CSUF University Sympho-

ny Orchestra, where distrac-
tions and chaos can be com-
pletely avoided.  

Morris admitted she rarely 
attends concerts off campus 
because of the hike in ticket 
prices. With the inconvenience 
of receiving convenience charg-
es, $30 tickets can really put a 
dent in a wallet aimed for col-
lege funds.

“I don’t want to pay $30 plus 
for a ticket when I could get to 
go for five, 10 dollars here,” said 
Morris. 

Morris’ favorite music venue 
is right on campus, the Meng 
Concert Hall.

“(Meng Hall) always got a 
special place in my heart just 
because I’ve performed in there 
so many times, “said Morris, 
also a CSUF choir member. 

On the other hand, Victor 
Mai, 25, a psychology major, 
has attended many shows rang-
ing from hip hop to rock n’ roll. 

In particular, Mai said his 
favorite show was the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers.

“During intermissions, they 
would rock out, just play-
ing back and forth,” said Mai, 
“They were just really tight be-
cause they really interacted with 
the audience, the lighting ef-
fects overall.” 

The show was at the the 
Dodger Stadium. With a band 
as engaging as the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, it doesn’t mat-
ter where you’re sitting; you’re 
almost guaranteed a good time. 

The most disappointing show 
he’s been to was a hip hop con-
cert with rap artist Talib Kweli 
headlining. 

Mai said there were plenty of 
unknown rap artists that per-
formed before Talib Kweli ap-

peared on stage, which took toll 
on his anticipation.

“Then when he came on ac-
tually for like 10, 20 minutes he 
didn’t even play any of his old 
stuff, it was all his new stuff that 
he was trying to promote, so it re-
ally wasn’t that great,” said Mai. 

Mai’s word of advice for con-
certgoers was to go with the 
right crowd.

 Melissa Leach, 22, an Eng-
lish major, followed that advice 
and went with her best friend 
to see Three Days Grace, which 
quickly became her most mem-
orable show.

“I liked it because my friend 
and I were huge fans of Three 
Days Grace. I think we were the 
only ones singing to the lyrics 
of all the songs where everyone 
else was singing to the one song 
they knew. It was kind of sur-
real to see my favorite band for 
free,” said Leach.

The worst concert she’s ex-
perienced was when she went 
to see Green Day with her 
younger cousin. She found 
the atmosphere, which was 
filled with people drinking 
beer, displeasing, rather than 
the band itself. 

Leach has seen plenty of hip 
hop get ups at metal shows and 
total rockers at rap concerts, so 
her rule of advice is simple. 

“Being a girl, dress appropri-
ate,” said Leach.

 Concerts can be a dream 
come true or a total nightmare, 
depending on who you go with, 
where you go, who you go to 
see, and how you’re dressed. Ei-
ther way, concerts are the per-
fect escape from the chaos of 
our daily lives. 

The next time you totally let 
loose and rock out is up to you.
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Aries (March 21-April 19) Some things are still out of 
reach. Focus on completing as much of the mun-
dane work as possible now so that you can concentrate 
on more difficult tasks later. Elbow grease pays off.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Stick with trusted routines, and do 
what you know works. Handle basics: chop wood and carry water. 
Postpone romance for now, and focus on productivity. Don’t go 
out shopping either. Minimize risks, and build infrastructure.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) An obstacle may get in the way. Use your 
creative powers to turn a detour into a new opportunity. You’re 
being tested on your patience, anyway. It’s not about the score.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) A female introduces new ideas. 
Peaceful interludes rejuvenate and ripple out. Being gentle 
increases your self-esteem, and more gets accomplished through 
flexibility than through pressure. Long-distance deals bring 
surprising results, even after slight delays. Gambling is unwise.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Don’t be afraid to ask for help, even 
if you feel like you don’t need anybody. There’s plenty 
to learn and improve upon, and it’s better together. It’s 
more fun, and you’re done earlier. Spending isn’t required.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) Figure out a solution to a con-
flict of interests. Do it carefully so you won’t have to 
do it over. New opportunities come from your willing-
ness to contribute and help others. It’s also satisfying.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) New breakdowns could arise 
from previous ones. This is what it looks like when 
you’re really playing. Continue with your productiv-
ity streak, and do what there is to do. Address root causes.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Perceive the underlying harmony. 
You’ll discover something that you didn’t notice before regard-
ing your time management this week. Being self-sufficient helps. 
Keeping close contact with your calendar and structures is vital.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Take care of your rela-
tionships, and don’t lose your temper. You don’t want 
to burn any bridges that you may want to cross later. 
Meditation helps, as does comedy. Add a sense of humor.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Avoid a serious argument; it’s not 
worth it right now. You have more interesting things to worry about. 
Focus on your personal progress, especially around career. Don’t 
stir up jealousies. Acknowledge others for their contributions.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Answer the call of the wild; 
you’re ready for anything. Work out the glitches in a relation-
ship. Listen to all points of view. Self-esteem increases as 
you iron out the wrinkles. Unexpected results are available.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Avoid impetuous actions. The 
budget is tight and will require some creative thinking. Step 
back to recall what worked before, and put that information 
to good use. Get feedback and participation from others.

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
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ACROSS
1 ’60s activist

Bobby
6 Forward sail
9 Flavonoids-rich

berry
13 *Shady spot
14 Mesabi Range

output
15 Not for minors
16 *Furry

forecaster?
18 Chain with a red

cowboy hat logo
19 Some spring

rolls?
20 Former “Today”

co-anchor Curry
21 Plant sold in

animal-shaped
pots

22 Gave away, as
true feelings

25 One __ time
27 *Jolly Roger, e.g.
30 *Formal

beginning
33 Lip balm stuff
35 Subleased
36 __-ray Disc
37 Gives substance

to, with “out”
39 Decks out
41 L.A.’s __ Center:

second-tallest
building in
California

42 Salsa ingredient
44 Hard-to-hit server
45 *Freedom from

control
48 *Leave the

ground
49 Stoplight color
50 “Done!”
53 Vagrant
55 PSAT takers
57 Acct. accrual
59 Summers in

China?
61 Big name in

publishing, and a
visual hint to the
three adjacent
pairs of answers
to starred clues

64 “My Little Grass
Shack” singer

65 Die down
66 Hoover rival
67 A&W rival
68 Versatile

Scrabble tile
69 Small bite

DOWN
1 Loses muscle

tone
2 Dashing Flynn
3 Dwelling
4 Reed of The

Velvet
Underground

5 Compass point
ending

6 Poet Keats
7 Historic

toolmaking
period

8 Importune
9 Lacking 

purpose
10 Tropical rum

drink
11 Prince __ Khan
12 “__ in the bag!”
15 “That hits the

spot!”
17 “Body of Proof”

actress Delany
21 Insertion 

symbol
23 Cancún uncles
24 Like many an

easy grounder
26 New Orleans

school
28 IM user
29 Safari sights

31 Like grizzlies
32 Tack on
33 Solo
34 Pitch in
37 Flunk out
38 Año beginner
40 Slurpee cousin
43 PennySaver ad

subjects
46 Big times
47 Black-box

analyzers: Abbr.
51 Takes for a spin

52 Pass
54 Theater program

item
56 Chafes
58 Little one
59 Tack on
60 Accessorizing

wrap
61 Below-average

grade
62 Parking place
63 Stat for R.A.

Dickey

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved
By C.C. Burnikel 3/27/13
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“Most folks are as happy as 
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This Just In
JUSTIN ENRIQUEZ

Better when Tiger is on the prowl
“I want to be like Mike” were the 

words that I would tell myself when 
I would shoot jump shots in my 
backyard after school while grow-
ing up. Those words were lyrics to 
a popular Gatorade advertisement 
in the 1990s showcasing that every 
kid aspired to be like NBA superstar 
Michael Jordan.

However, when Jordan retired 
in 1998, who was going to be 
the next role model for children? 
Many kids turned to Mark McG-
wire from baseball, Terrell Davis 
from football or Dominik Hašek 
in hockey, but I looked to a sport 
I had never followed before for my 
idol to worship.

When Tiger Woods became the 
youngest tournament champion 
at the Masters in April 1997, it 
sparked an interest in golf that 
had never been there before. I had 
barely even considered golf as a 
sport before Woods came on the 
scene, but in the late ‘90s I was 
glued to every British Open, U.S. 
Open and Ryder Cup that Woods 
participated in.

I urged my dad to buy me clubs 
and would ask my uncles to take me 
to the driving range. I even read the 
book by Tiger’s dad, Earl, Training 
a Tiger: A Father’s Guide to Raising 
a Winner in Both Golf and Life. It 
was “Tiger-mania,” and there was a 
change in not only the crowds that 

were at these PGA tour events but 
also at public golf courses and coun-
try clubs.

Woods has endured many tri-
als and tribulations since his me-
teoric rise and utter domination of 
the sport in the late ‘90s and early 
2000s. However, after his win at last 
weekend’s Arnold Palmer Invitation-
al, he took the No. 1 ranking in the 
world for the first time since Oct. 
24, 2010.

In my opinion, golf is much bet-
ter off when Woods is at the top of 
the leaderboard and with the sharp 
rise in ratings when Tiger is win-
ning, it seems like the rest of the na-
tion agrees with me.

When Woods won the same tour-
nament last year, he boosted ratings 
138 percent higher than in 2011. 
On the flipside of that, when he was 
sidelined with a knee injury in 2008, 
ratings fell by 47 percent when com-
pared to when he was healthy the 
previous year.

Whether or not the national audi-
ence approves of Woods’ controver-
sial past, it seems that there is much 
more of an interest in the events 
when Woods is competitive.

Interest in Woods does not just 
come from the fans but also those 
at the executive level. According 
to Forbes, sports executives were 
polled on who they were most in-
terested in seeing on television and 

Woods had 53 percent of the vote 
and Rory McIlroy came in with 
second with 15 percent; 17 per-
cent said they were not interested 
in golf.

Woods coming back to claim the 
No. 1 ranking is a great comeback 
story and will continue to be a com-
pelling one as he tries to capture the 
greatness that he once had.  

He also is in pursuit of golf his-
tory as he strives for Jack Nicklaus’ 
record of 18 career major champion-
ships. Woods has won 14 majors so 
far in his career, but has yet to win 
one since the U.S. Open in 2008. 
Nicklaus believes that Woods will 
break his record.

Capturing a record like Nick-
laus’ will make it undeniable to 
consider Woods as the greatest of 
all time (if he hasn’t been consid-
ered already).

With the Masters on April 11 
and Woods winning his last two 
tournaments, fans will be antici-
pating a great performance in the 
tournament that had thrust him 
into the national spotlight 16 
years ago.  

If Woods can capture his first 
major in almost five years, it could 
mean great things for the sport be-
cause it will push him one step closer 
to that prestigious record and serve 
as the “official” return of golf ’s big-
gest star.

In one last tune-up before 
the start of conference play, 
the No. 5 Cal State Fullerton 
Titan baseball team was upset 
by the visiting Loyola Mary-
mount Lions on Tuesday night, 
3-2.

On the tails of a three-game 
sweep at Long Beach State 
that gave CSUF its second 
10-game winning streak of the 
season, the Titans (21-4) were 
unable to come from behind 
after allowing three runs in the 
top of the seventh inning.

Relief pitcher Jose Cardona 
(0-1) absorbed the loss de-
spite leaving the mound in the 
seventh with a 1-0 lead.  With 

two runners already on base, 
left-handed specialist Brian 
Conant replaced Cardona but 
allowed a single to the only 
batter he faced. Head Coach 
Rick Vanderhook then brought 
in Joe Navilhon to pitch with 
the bases loaded, but Navil-
hon failed to hold the lead, al-
lowing three runs—two on wild 
pitches.

CSUF pulled to within a run 
in the bottom of the eighth 
when Chad Wallach pinch-hit 
for catcher Jared Deacon and 
delivered a two-out RBI single. 
Austin Diemer followed with a 
chance to tie the game with a 
base hit but grounded out to 

second base.
The Titans got on the score-

board in the bottom of the first 
inning against Loyola (11-13) 
when center fielder Michael 
Lorenzen lifted a sacrifice fly, 
scoring shortstop Richy Pe-
droza from third.

Big West play begins Thurs-
day at Goodwin Field, as the 
Titans host the University of 
the Pacific on Thursday at 6:00 
p.m. for the opener of a three-
game series.

Brief by 
CHRIS KONTE

SPORTSBRIEFS

Lions scratch out win against No. 5 Titans

Men’s golf gets picked by Long Beach State
After entering the final day 

with a share of first place, 
the Cal State Fullerton men’s 
golf team slipped in the final 
round Tuesday afternoon, 
falling to a second place fin-
ish in the 2013 Anteater Invi-
tational hosted by UC Irvine 
in Laguna Niguel.

 After 36 holes on Monday, 
the Titans finished the day 
tied with Long Beach State 
atop the leaderboard. CSUF 
shot 593 (+17) on the day, 
including a 297 first round 
and 296 second round. The 
Titans shot 894 (+30) over 
two days of competition, in-
cluding a score of 301 on 

Tuesday.
 Senior Dakota Duerr 

played well for the Titans af-
ter shooting a 74 on Tuesday 
and finished overall at five 
shots over par. 

He tied for sixth after 
shooting 221, while junior 
Mark Anguiano finished tied 
for 10th place after shoot-
ing a third round 76 and 223 
overall.

After entering the day five-
over par, junior Corey Gard 
shot a final round 75 (+3) 
to finish tied for 15th place. 
Gard also put three birdies 
on Tuesdays and nine total in 
the tournament. After finish-

ing second at the Sacramen-
to State Invitational on March 
12, sophomore Ryan Tetrault 
shot a final round 76 to finish 
at 226 overall.

 CSUF will now be off for a 
couple of weeks before play-
ing in the Winchester Classic 
in Meadow Vista, Calif. on 
April 19-20. The tournament 
hosted by UC Davis will be 
played at the Winchester 
Country Club. 

Brief by 
ANGEL MENDOZA


