
A Cal State Fullerton 
professor is racing ahead 
with genetic research, us-
ing turtle DNA to recon-
struct the turtle “tree of 
life.” 

James Parham, assistant 
professor of geological sci-
ences and faculty curator 
of paleontology at the John 
D. Cooper Archaeological 
and Paleontological Center, 
is using his study of turtle 
DNA to better understand 
the turtle family tree. 

Parham’s research more 
closely links the animals 
to crocodiles, dinosaurs 
and birds than to snakes 

and lizards.
Published in the most 

recent issue of the journal 
Molecular Phylogenetics 
and Evolution,  Parham is 
the co-lead author of the 
study “A Phylogenomic 
Analysis of Turtles.” The 
study has been highlighted 
as the editor’s choice on el-
sevier.com, an information 
provider for professionals 
in fields including science 
and technology.

“This is a study that ties 
into my research program 
for the past 20 years—
since I was an undergradu-
ate,” Parham said. “I have 
been studying the evolu-
tionary relationships of 
turtles, and looking pri-
marily at fossils but also at 
their DNA.”
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Movies such as King 
Kong and shows such as The 
Walking Dead are wide-
ly viewed and enjoyed by 
many. This semester, a new 
American studies course al-
lows Cal State Fullerton stu-
dents to study the monsters 
from such movies and tele-
vision shows on a scholarly 
level. 

American Studies 428 is 
an upper division elective 
course that explores how 
monsters reflect the fears in 
America at the time in histo-
ry of their popularity. 

“What culture is afraid 
of can be very revealing,” 
said Associate Professor of 
American Studies Adam 
Golub, Ph.D. 

Golub designed and pro-
posed the course. He came 
up with the idea while 
teaching the Globalization 
of American Popular Cul-
ture class. In that class, he 
taught a small section on 
monsters. 

“That got me thinking 
‘well maybe monsters can 
become a whole course in it-
self,’” Golub said. 

After further reading and 
researching, he proposed his 
idea. 

As of right now, the class 
will only be offered during 
the fall semester to coincide 
with Halloween. 

The course attempts to 
use monsters of all variet-
ies as a source for exploring 
American history and cul-
ture, Golub said. 

He focuses on different 
eras throughout history and 
the monsters that are most 
popular during that time pe-
riod. This allows students to 
then explore how those mon-
sters connect to and reflect 
the American personality.  

“In particular, trying to 
see how monsters reflect 
their historical contexts,” 
Golub said. “The monsters 
that we fear change over 
time and it’s often connect-
ed to broader issues and 
anxieties in this society.” 

Another aspect the class 
studies is how monsters 
give Americans a sense of 
what is normal and what is 
not. The class theorizes that 
monsters act outside the so-
cial and cultural norm. 

“Monsters represent some 
kind of transgression ... they 
behave in a way that we find 
scary and immoral,” Golub 
said. 

To study the monsters, he 
assigns a variety of read-
ings and viewings of TV 
shows and movies to the 
class, which they dissect 
and analyze during class 
discussions. 

When analyzing the dif-
ferent TV shows and mov-
ies, students are able to in-
terpret them differently and 
share their findings with the 
class. 

“The way that I would 
watch a film and the subtext 
I see in it, someone else may 
completely disagree with me 
or see the same thing,” said 
history graduate student 
Raymond Ortiz. 
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The Academic Senate at 
Cal State Fullerton approved 
a resolution during its most 
recent meeting encouraging 
CSU Chancellor Timothy P. 
White and a task force to ad-
dress the inequality in fund-
ing for the 23-campus CSU 
system. 

The Resolution Concern-
ing Systemwide Funding 
Formulas was co-written by 
Provost Jose L. Cruz and 
John Bruschke, Ph.D., a hu-
man communications profes-
sor and voting member of the 
Planning, Resource and Bud-
get Committee of the Aca-
demic Senate. 

The unanimously-ap-
proved resolution encourages 
White and the Task Force on 
a Sustainable Financial Mod-
el to come up with a more 
equitable funding model. 

Bruschke said the intend-
ed goal of the resolution is 
to ensure equity across the 
system, something which 
has presented a strug-
gle to CSUF. The univer-
sity is neck-and-neck with 
Cal State Northridge as the 
highest-populated Cal State 

campus, but the amount of 
state funding  received per 
student is the lowest in the 
entire CSU system. 

“The purpose of the res-
olution was to call on the 
chancellor’s office to say, 
‘Now that we have an oppor-
tunity to rethink the funding 

formulas, we would like you 
to consider equity and make 
sure that Fullerton students 
get the same amount that stu-
dents at every other campus 
get,’” Bruschke said. 

He said the campus 
has had less money than 
any other campus for 

advisement, facility up-
grades, research facilities 
and lab space. 

“Everybody thinks 
they’re underpaid and over-
worked, but at Cal State 
Fullerton, it is the worst of 
any campus in the system 
by a lot,” he said. 

Bruschke said he believes 
that revising the CSU sys-
tem funding to reflect per-
formance-based standards 
will ultimately bolster the 
university and help it bring 
in more funding. 

Class
reveals
inner 
fears

Resolution calls for funding equity

Out of the shell, into the lab

A new course on campus 
studies America’s fascination 
with monsters  

LIZETH LUEVANO
Daily Titan

Shells, skulls and a mummified turtle corpse occupy a table in the lab of James Parham, Ph.D., an assistant professor of geological sciences and a faculty curator of 
paleontology at the John D. Cooper Archaeological and Paleontological Center. Parham’s research on turtle family trees was recently published in a major journal. 
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James Parham, Ph.D., holds a turtle skull in his office at Cal State Fullerton. 
YUNUEN BONAPARTE / DAILY TITAN

The Academic Senate unanimously approved a resolution which pressures Chancellor Timothy White and the CSU Task Force on a 
Sustainable Financial Model to devise a more equitable funding model for CSUs. CSUF is the lowest funded per student in the system. 
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Tutle DNA study highlighted 
as  editor’s choice on science 
and technology website

CESAR GAMBOA
Daily Titan

Academic Senate sends 
message to chancellor that 
CSUF should be better funded

ALEX GROVES
Daily Titan
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FOR THE RECORD
It is Daily Titan policy to correct factual errors 
printed in the publication. Corrections will be 
published on the subsequent issue after an 

error is discovered and will appear on page 2. 
Errors on the Opinion page will be corrected 

on that page. Corrections will also be made to 
the online version of the article. Please contact 

Editor-in-Chief Nereida Moreno at (657) 278-
5815 or at editorinchief@dailytitan.com with 

issues about this policy or to report any errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through 
Thursday. The Daily Titan operates independently of Associated 
Students, Inc. College of Communications, CSUF administration and 
the CSU. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public forum since incep-
tion. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or 
ventures identified in the advertisements themselves and not by the 
university. Such printing is not to be construed as written or implied 
sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such commercial 
enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for 
free. 
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Shooting 
suspect 
found dead

FBI issues 
warning to 
U.S. military

NFL team 
likely to 
come to LA

DTBRIEFS

- CYNTHIA PLEITEZ

- AMBER UDDIN

- FRANCISCO REYES

A suspect in three 
separate shootings 
in north-central West 
Virginia Monday was 
found dead, according 
to USA Today. 

Police found the 
body of Jody Lee Hunt 
in a wooded area of 
Monongalia Coun-
ty. Hunt was killed by 
a self-inflicted gun 
wound. 

A manhunt had been 
underway for Hunt fol-
lowing the attacks that 
left four dead. 

One of the victims of 
the attacks had filed 
a domestic violence 
complaint against the 
suspected gunman.   

Residents report-
ed hearing gunshots 
shortly after 10 a.m. 

Two of the shoot-
ings occurred in the 
Westover area and one 
in Monongalia County’s 
Cheat Lake area. 

The FBI has issued a 
warning that ISIS is call-
ing for attacks against 
U.S. military personnel, 
according to CNN.

Military members are 
advised to monitor their 
social media posts for 
content that might at-
tract extremists.

The FBI suspects that 
ISIS is tracking informa-
tion about soldiers, law 
enforcement officials 
and members of the 
media along with their 
families via social media 
channels in order to re-
cruit citizens to plot at-
tacks on U.S. soil.  

This warning follows 
a series of alleged Isla-
mist extremist attacks 
on Canadian soldiers 
in late October and 
a failed ISIS attempt 
to carry out a public 
beheading. 

Los Angeles May-
or Eric Garcetti said it 
is “highly likely” an NFL 
team could move to LA 
as early as next year, 
according to the San 
Francisco Examiner. 

The city recently said 
Anschutz Entertain-
ment Group — owners 
of Staples Center — 
have until April to lure 
a team to LA in order to 
break ground on a new 
stadium in downtown. 

The leading candi-
dates to relocate are 
the Oakland Raiders, 
St. Louis Rams and San 
Diego Chargers, all of 
which have previously 
played in LA.

Building a new stadi-
um would require ap-
proval from two-thirds 
of the 32 owners of 
the NFL, and moving a 
franchise would require 
three-fourths.

LA has been with-
out an NFL team since 
1994. 

“I think it’s virtually 
certain that things will im-
prove for Cal State Fuller-
ton on any formula they 
come up with, only because 
they can’t get worse,” he 
said. “We’re already 23rd 
out of 23, but we’re not 
23rd on every performance 
indicator, so anyway you 
add up anything else, we 
stand to get more funding 
than we had before.”

However, Bruschke said 
he has concerns about how 
new funding requirements 
will impact the quality of 
education at CSU schools. 

“Whoever can get the 
most students graduated 
the cheapest and the fast-
est is the (campus) that 
gets rewarded by perfor-
mance-based funding, and 
what’s missing is quality,” 
he said.

Bruschke said he also 
believes that perfor-
mance-based funding 
could potentially create 
an even greater wealth 

disparity among CSU 
schools. 

“It makes the rich rich-
er and the poor poorer,” he 
said. “And they’re not add-
ing any more money to the 
system, they’re just taking 
it from the poor schools 
and giving it to the rich 
schools.”  

Korean consul to 
speak on campus

The Consul General of 
the Republic of Korea in 
Los Angeles will visit Cal 
State Fullerton Friday to 
talk with students about 
Hallyu, the Korean Wave 
phenomenon that is bridg-
ing the gap between South 
Korea’s pop culture and 
other cultures around the 
world.

The Korean Wave re-
fers to increasing popular-
ity of Korean pop music, or 
K-Pop, TV dramas, video 
games and movies world-
wide, including remote lo-
cations in Latin Ameri-
ca, the Middle East and 
Africa. 

The 2012 release of Gan-
gam Style by rapper Psy 
exemplified the growing 
popularity of the K-Pop 
genre. 

Korean Consul Gener-
al Hyun-myung Kim will 

present “Making Waves 
and Friends With Cultur-
al Diplomacy,” a presenta-
tion that will focus on the 
Korean Wave and its global 
influence, including effects 
beyond pop culture. 

Kim will discuss his ex-
periences with the Korean 
Wave while at his differ-
ent posts around the world, 
and what that means for 
the future of Korea and 
the country’s place in the 
world. He will also discuss 
Hallyu 2.0, a new wave.

The growth of social 
media and YouTube have 
become significant out-
lets for the Korean Wave 
2.0 to gain more momen-
tum, with K-pop and vid-
eo games being the most 
popular.

The event will be open 
to the public and free of 
charge. About 100 people 
are expected to attend, ac-
cording to Senior Director 
of University Advancement 
Frances Teves.

Teves said that students 
have already RSVP’d for 
the event and she hopes 

more students will contin-
ue to do so within the next 
few days.

Kim’s presentation will 
include a short video fol-
lowed by a Q&A session. 

The event is at noon in 
the Portola Pavilion of 
the Titan Student Union 
and will be followed by 
a reception. Students can 
register at Tinyurl.com/
UA120514.

Senate: Resolution approved 

• Pressures CSU 
chancellor 
to address 
funding equity 
in Cal State 
system. 

• Hopes to 
improve 
CSUF’s status 
as the lowest 
funded campus 
per student

RESOLUTION

CONTINUED FROM     1

Jon Bruschke, Ph.D., human communications professor and member of the Planning, Resource and 
Budget Committee of the Academic Senate, explains the resolution to the Academic Senate. 
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Korean Consul General in LA Hyun-myung Kim will present Friday on the Korean Wave, the recent 
phenomenon in which the popularity of South Korean culture has increased worldwide.

COURTESY OF KOREA TIMES

Consul will deliver lecture on 
how South Korean culture has 
expanded into global cultures

RACHAEL GARCIA
Daily Titan

Who 
• Consulate 

General of 
Republic of 
Korea in LA

When 
• Friday at 

noon

Where
• TSU 

Pavilions 

Presentation on 
Korean Wave
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In collaboration with the 
Center for Comparative Ge-
nomics at the California 
Academy of Sciences in San 
Francisco, Parham’s study 
draws out the evolutionary 
timeline of turtles and uses 
next-generation sequenc-
ing to reconstruct a “tree of 
life” for the species. 

Through fossil records, 

the research also shows 
how movements of conti-
nents and changes in cli-
mate influenced the disper-
sion of different types of 
turtles around the world, 
something made possible 
by the modern technology 
available to Parham.  

“Now we’ve reached a 
time where we have ge-
nomic techniques which 
are very powerful,” Parham 

said. “We can look at larg-
er portions of the genome 
than we were ever able to 
before.”

Previous studies over the 
last 20 years have attempt-
ed to determine wheth-
er turtles are more closely 
related to crocodiles and 
birds, snakes and lizards, 
or distantly related to both 
groups Parham said. 

“Our study came out on 

the side of them being re-
lated to crocodiles and 
birds,” he said.  

Parham isn’t covering old 
territory, though. He has 
made this study unique by 
giving a name to this group, 
something no researcher 
has ever done before.

“The group that includes 
crocs and birds and other 
dinos is called Archosau-
ria,” Parham said. “Turtles 

are oftentimes called—in 
the scientific literature—
colonians, and so we called 
the group Archelosauria.”

This is one of the larg-
est groups of vertebrates to 
receive a scientific name, 
Parham said. 

Parham has gained grant 
funding from the Califor-
nia State University Pro-
gram for Education and 
Research in Biotechnology. 

The grant will fund CSUF 
student training this 
summer in evolution-
ary research employing 
next-generation sequencing 
technology.

“Sequencing DNA is be-
coming cheaper and cheap-
er, and the technology is 
such that we’re able to get 
more and more than we 
ever were before,” Parham 
said.

A senior Cal State Fuller-
ton student has been attracting 
attention in the Quad strum-
ming a Yamaha guitar she has 
been bringing to school for 
nearly four years. 

Shannon Brooks spends her 
free time in the Quad sing-
ing and strumming her gui-
tar with a spirited smile on 
her face, singing a melody of 
songs as her friends add har-
monies. As she sings, students 
begin to stop and watch.

Brooks has spent years 
growing as a musician, and 
performing in front of people 
was an enormous accomplish-
ment for her, said Janine Gess, 
a friend of Brooks. 

“Her voice has a calming 
effect. You just want to keep 
listening to it all the time,” 
Gess said. 

Brooks also performs in a 
church choir in her hometown 
of Moreno Valley. 

“Everything she does is just 
so genuine,” said Jonathon 
Olaiz, a fellow church choir 
band member. “If she’s go-
ing to sing something or play 
something, it’s going to be 
genuine no matter what way 

she does it.”
Brooks isn’t naturally one 

to seek attention, she said, 
but having her instrument in 
hand makes it easier to deal 
with the attention she draws, 
Brooks said.

“In a way, it makes it eas-
ier to connect with people,” 
Brooks said.

The fact that she enjoys 
playing is evident, said Eliza-
beth Higgins, a fellow CSUF 
choir member and second 
year grad student at CSUF.

“When you see her play, 
she always has a smile on her 
face,” Higgins said. “I’ve been 
around music and around the 
industry my whole life, but 
I’ve never seen or encountered 
someone not only with the tal-
ent, but with the modesty and 
the personality of gold.”

Her start as a musician 
came early on. At 11 years 
old, Brooks’ parents pur-
chased a small guitar for 
Brooks at the Rubidoux Swap 
Meet in Riverside.

“I had never played gui-
tar before, so it was real-
ly hard for me to press the 
strings at all,” Brooks said. 
“For a while, I was playing a 
guitar that wasn’t all the way 
tuned.”

For the next three years, 
Brooks learned to play on a 
miniature guitar that stood 
about 2 ½-feet-tall.

Her sophomore year of high 
school, Brooks’ friends insist-
ed she sing and play guitar at 
the school gym during Spring 
Fair. 

“They kept egging me on 
and I felt like I couldn’t get 
out of it because of how bad-
ly they wanted me to go sing,” 
Brooks said. 

Her friends reassured her 
the audience would love 
her and she caved to the 
pressure.

“There was a high school 
mentality. When people hear 
you say that you’re good at 
something, they want you to 
prove it,” Brooks said. “At 
first, I thought they were going 

to judge me really harshly.”
Brooks began to capture the 

attention of a crowd of rough-
ly 200 people.

“I was crying afterwards 
because I was like, ‘Wow, I 
did it. How did I do that?’” 
Brooks said. “That helped me 
prove to myself that I could 
perform in front of other 

people.” 
Since then, Brooks has con-

tinued playing and the time 
she spends with her guitar on 
campus is part of her musical 
goals, she said. 

“I think that’s my goal—
just playing in the Quad—to 
make other people happy,” 
Brooks said.

James Parham, assistant professor of geological sciences and faculty curator of paleontology at the John D. Cooper Archaeological and Paleontoligical Center, has used his research on the DNA of 
turtles to create a “tree of life” for the animals, linking them closer to birds and crocodiles than snakes and lizards. 
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Shannon Brooks performs in the Quad, singing and playing guitar in her spare time. 
CESAR GAMBOA / DAILY TITAN

Student strums toward musical goals

CONTINUED FROM     1

Turtle: Prof. creates tree of life

Shannon Brooks has begun 
attracting attention with her 
performances in the Quad

CESAR GAMBOA
Daily Titan

@theDailyTitan
follow us
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From Texas to the big stage

Fred Kinney recalls star-
ing out of the back window 
of his mother’s late 1970s 
Chevy Impala toward a 
grocery store sign as a 
child. It was a bright, hot 
afternoon and he saw the 
sign as clear as day.

He gazed in bewil-
derment at the letters 
“H.E.B.,” wondering why 
there was a dot missing in 
front of the “H.” 

“Well, because each of 
those are periods; they 
come after,” his mother 
told him.

“Yeah, but it would look 
better if there was a dot in 
front of that. It would seem 
a little more balanced,” 
Kinney said.

Kinney, who earned ten-
ure in July, specializes in 
stage design. Since earning 
tenure, his life has become 
busy, but Kinney remains 
active designing sets both 
on and off campus. 

He likes working with 
his students and watch-
ing them push artistic 
boundaries.

“I think it’s kind of fun 
in the fact that they’re still 
willing to be much more 
risky in their design work 
and a little less apt to say, 
‘Well I tried that; that can’t 
be done,’” he said.

His class worked on a 
project called Apartment 
208. The assignment re-
quired students to create a 
model set inside a shoebox 
based on a quote they were 
given, replete with appro-
priate decor, lighting, mu-
sic and narrative.

To Kinney, set design is 
important because of the 
narrative it conveys. 

“A narrative is a story, 
and if it engages us, it gives 

us a reason to pay attention 
or watch it,” Kinney said.

“We need our story-
telling. Without it, I don’t 
think we have culture,” he 
said. 

Kinney wasn’t expected 
to capitalize on his knack 
for art, let alone become an 
associate professor of the-
ater and dance.

He grew up in Rockport, 
Texas, a small, rural town 
where kids weren’t expect-
ed to attend college. 

“I think they thought of 
that as something that was 
outside the realm of what 
I could do … (My high 
school) wasn’t very col-
lege-oriented. It was more 
about joining the mili-
tary or becoming a po-
liceman or working in a 
family-owned business,” 
Kinney said.

But he defied expecta-
tions and graduated with 
a bachelor’s from the 

University of Texas and 
a master’s from the Yale 
School of Drama.

Back in Kinney’s class-
room, one student pres-
ents her Apartment 208 as-
signment. The fluorescent 
lights in the classroom shut 
off, but the stage lights that 
hang off the ceiling turn 
on, giving the room a soft 
tinge of sepia. 

The melodic sound of a 
woman’s voice, accompa-
nied by the slow sound of a 
violin and harp engulfs the 
classroom through laptop 
speakers. 

“I couldn’t bear to close 
the damn window, let alone 
put away his boxes,” the 
student said.

Kinney and fellow class-
mates listen as she tells her 
narrative. 

A writer committed sui-
cide after finding out his 
wife was pregnant. His 
wife put his belongings 

into boxes, but she couldn’t 
close the window because 
she clung to the hope 
that his soul would come 
back to guide her through 
pregnancy.

Kinney wants to be less 
harsh on his students than 
his own professors were on 
him. 

“I can’t tell the students 
everything, but I feel like 
I’m not as much of a jerk 
on their preliminary de-
signs,” he said.

However, Kinney is al-
ways honest.

He listens attentively, 
leaning toward and away 
from the shoebox, all the 
while observing even the 
most minute detail. He 
suggests that the boxes in 
the set “could be labelled.” 
The figure of the pregnant 
woman is “huge” and the 
scale “monstrous.” 

The criticisms may be 
forthright, but they have a 

purpose. 
“I enjoy Fred’s blunt 

techniques,” said Aman-
da Stuart, a CSUF gradu-
ate who majored in set de-
sign. “I would rather hear 
my idea or design is aw-
ful and doesn’t work from 
him, rather than it being on 
stage and having audiences 
hate it.”

“In one model, I placed 
a giant, out-of-scale paint 
brush. This was a little 
strange, but it worked with 
the overall look and Fred 
taught me how to present 
my strange ideas,” Stuart 
said. 

For Kinney, working 
alongside students is an en-
joyable experience. 

In October, Kinney 
worked with CSUF un-
dergraduate student Me-
gan Hill on a production 
of Amadeus at the New Vic 
Theatre in Santa Barbara. 

Hill was able to partake 

in the multi-layered pro-
cess of designing a set, 
helping make an action list 
from the script, showing 
the director her research on 
potential decor in Kinney’s 
storyboard, helping Kin-
ney finish rough drafts and 
assisting Kinney in making 
the white—and then col-
or—models for the set. 

On campus, Kinney is 
also part of various com-
mittees and his department 
has mandatory advisement 
for students. “I’m sort of 
on overload, but it could be 
worse; you could be work-
ing in a coal mine,” he 
said.

He knows all too well 
about the pressures of be-
ing tenured, and has read 
about post-tenure depres-
sion. Kinney, however, re-
mains optimistic about his 
outlook on the future. 

“I’m too busy designing 
to get depressed,” he said.

Theater professor recently 
gains tenure position at Cal 
State Fullerton

RUDY CHINCHILLA
Daily Titan

American studies ma-
jor Darcy Anderson also 
believes that each student 
comes to their own conclu-
sions when analyzing TV 
shows and movies.

“We as the students are 
leading the discussions,” 
Anderson said. “Because 

of everybody’s individu-
al experiences, it brings 
something to the table, and 
I know I’ve learned from 
others.” 

Students are required to 
write a paper on an inter-
active experience dealing 
with monsters. Some stu-
dents attend the increas-
ingly popular zombie runs, 
while others go to horror 
movie premieres. 

Whatever the event, Gol-
lub said the purpose of the 
assignment is to have them 
interact with the fans to 
gain an understanding of 
what they find interest-
ing about these monsters. 
This, in turn, would illu-
minate broader societal 
perspectives. 

He is also able to teach 
students about his person-
al favorite monster, the 

zombie. The class focuses 
on how zombies from the 
1930s differ from the zom-
bies presented in modern 
movies such as World War 
Z, which Golub attributes 
to society’s ever-changing 
fears. 

The worry of viral infec-
tion or global epidemic are 
a couple anxieties that are 
projected onto zombies, 
Golub said. 

Dawn of the Dead, a 
zombie horror movie which 
came out in 1978, features 
the monsters in a shop-
ping mall, which speaks to 
America’s fear of excessive 
material consumption. 

“We tend to project a lot 
of our fears into zombies,” 
he said.  

Golub said that like 
most American stud-
ies courses, this class is 

also interdisciplinary and 
draws from fields such 
as psychology to literary 
studies. 

Because of this, he en-
courages students of all 
majors to look into the 
class. 

As a history graduate 
student, Ortiz focuses on 
U.S. gender and sexuality. 
He said he is able to use his 
knowledge to make con-
nections in the class. 

“This class has allowed 
me to demonstrate my ‘ex-
pertise’ because there have 
been a lot of readings and 
film that have to do with 
gender and sexuality,” he 
said. 

Golub hopes that this 
class will encourage stu-
dents to look at monsters 
as a serious subject when 
examining society. 

American Studies Professor, Adam Golub, focuses on monsters 
and how they reflect American fears and anxieties. 

COURTESY OF ADAM GOLUB

CONTINUED FROM     1

ADAM GOLUB
American Studies Professor

The monsters that 
we fear change 
over time and it’s 
often connected 
to broader issues 
and  anxieties in 
this society.

“

“

Monsters: Zombie popularity reflects American fears

Cal State Fullerton associate professor of theater and dance, Fred Kinney, works on stage designs both on and off campus. 
COURTESY OF FRED KINNEY

Check out our daily Instagram posts!
Including exclusive photos, 

behind-the-scenes shots 
and previews of stories 
before they go to print.
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follow us on
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Stop thentext
Distracted walking 
results in more 
injuries per mile 
than distracted 
driving.
studies found in
http://www.buffalo.edu/
news/releases/
2014/02/022.html
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Searching... for Mr. Right|

Making grand gestures to no avail

It’s always been in my na-
ture to love unabashedly.

When I was in the fourth 
grade, I was infatuated 
with a boy in my class and 
I decided to let him know.

In true romantic fashion, 
I chose to do so on Valen-
tine’s Day.

I knew that he was lac-
tose intolerant because the 
poor sucker had to have 
a popsicle on the days 
when the rest of us had ice 
cream. 

I decided I would give 
the rest of the kids in my 

class chocolate, but give 
him a red plastic heart 
filled with Starbursts.

I didn’t think much of it 
until I got to school that 
day. I was terrified.

I decided to push through 
my fear and give him my 
heart anyway.

The day was pretty un-
eventful until it was time 
for lunch. 

I went back to the class-
room to retrieve my candy 
and found my crush and 
his best friend making fun 
of me.

I was crushed, and as he 
and his friend rushed past 
me to exit the classroom, 
I watched as my plastic 

heart fell to the ground and 
shattered.

I thought I wouldn’t re-
cover from the humiliation, 
but fourth graders bounce 
back quickly.

I bring up fourth grade 
because I recently made 
another grand gesture in 
the name of infatuation.

I’ve written before about 
the perils of dating friends, 
and I decided I wouldn’t 
risk friendship unless it 
was absolutely worth it.

Well, with one of my 
friends, I decided that it 
was.

I didn’t always feel that 
way. I spent a lot of time 
trying to deny my feelings 
for him, but looking back, 
the signs were there.

My awful habit of kiss-

ing him after drinking too 
much was probably one of 
those signs. 

That’s not to say kissing 
friends is an awful habit, 
but it is generally frowned 
upon.

He has a rocky past with 
relationships and because 
of that, he’s decided upon a 
life as an eternal bachelor, 
so I took my feelings for 
him to the grave.

It didn’t exactly work as 
I planned, though. 

I went to a party with 
him and his best friend, 
who I’m also close friends 
with, and the night ended 
in disaster.

The guy I like told me 

he didn’t think we should 
continue whatever we had 
going on, and in that same 
night, his best friend told 
me he had feelings for 
me.

I don’t know how to fix 
the damage that was done. 
His best friend and I aren’t 
even on speaking terms at 
the moment.

As for the guy I like, he 
made a case that we should 
stay away from each oth-
er for the sake of his best 
friend’s feelings, which I 
respect, but he also add-
ed that although he doesn’t 
do relationships, being 
with me made him want to 
change his mind.

I probably should have 
just let it go, but I don’t 
know how to keep my feel-
ings to myself, so I didn’t.

I told him the truth. I 
wrote him a letter and ex-
plained that in simple 
terms, without metaphor or 
soliloquy, I like him.

I made a pros and cons 
list about whether I want-
ed to take that leap, and the 
con column was empty.

It didn’t work out. I’ve 
been moping about it all 
day, but I realize now that 
it’s okay it didn’t work 
out.

Every grand gesture 
doesn’t end in happily ever 
after. 

Life isn’t a fairy tale, 
but I do believe that ev-
eryone has some kind of 
happiness.

I haven’t found my hap-
pily ever after yet, but even 
in midst of my shattered 
plastic heart, I know I’ll 
find it someday.

A student decides to be 
honest about her feelings for a 
close friend, but it backfires

KALEY WILLIAMS
Daily Titan

This student’s emotional declations do not always go as planned. 
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY MARIAH CARRILLO

Life isn’t a fairy tale, but I do believe that 
everyone has some kind of happiness.

“

“
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The holidays are sup-
posed to be a time for shar-
ing meals and memories 
with loved ones. Thanksgiv-
ing weekend is turning into 
more of a consumer-based 
holiday, turning away from 
long-held traditions. 

We have even given 
names for these “import-
ant” shopping days: Black 
Friday, Small Business Sat-
urday and Cyber Monday.

Termed the “biggest 
shopping day of the year,” 
Black Friday promises the 
largest sales and the best 
deals on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

Everyone loves to save 
money, however, with sev-
eral stores such as Target, 
Wal-Mart and Best Buy 
opening their doors to con-
sumers on Thanksgiving 
Day, people are losing pre-
cious time with family just 
to save a few bucks.

Black Friday sales have 
dropped 7 percent this year 
compared to last year, and 
Thanksgiving Day sales 
have jumped 24 percent, 
according to Fox News. 

More and more Amer-
icans are ditching family 

time to go shopping. In fact, 
there is now a special term 
for the madness of Thanks-
giving Day shopping, “Gray 
Thursday.”

The National Retail Fed-
eration concluded that 86.9 
million shoppers were in 
stores and online on Black 
Friday; nearly one-third 
of Americans say they 
shopped on Thanksgiving 
Day.

Family values are not the 
only things diminishing 
from the holiday season; 
employees of retail stores 
that stay open on Thanks-
giving are missing out on 
time with their families as 
well. 

In this economy, finding 
and holding down a job is 
incredibly tough. Employ-
ees rely on their jobs for 
money, security, health in-
surance benefits and more. 

Many retailers are being 
faced with resistance from 
their workers about prohib-
iting the request for having 
Thanksgiving Day off from 
work. 

Over 30,000 people 
signed an online petition 
asking Wal-Mart to not 
make its employees work 
on Thanksgiving. That did 
not stop the retailer from 
opening its doors Thanks-
giving Day at 6 p.m. 

In fact, some Wal-Mart 
employees went as far as to 

plan strikes on the retailer 
to stand up for their rights. 
Employees in California, 
Florida and Washington 
D.C. left their families and 
Thanksgiving dinner be-
hind to fight for a chance 
to spend the holiday with 
loved ones next year. 

Not all stores are giving 
in to the lack of regard for 
tradition. Costco refused to 
open its doors on Thanks-
giving Day. 

“Our employees work es-
pecially hard during the 
holiday season and we 
simply believe that they 
deserve the opportuni-
ty to spend Thanksgiving 
with their families. Noth-
ing more complicated than 
that,” a Costco spokesper-
son told the Huffington 
Post.

Other stores opting out 
of Gray Thursday sales in-
cluded Nordstrom, Crate 
and Barrel and Marshalls to 
name a few. 

After Black Friday comes 
Small Business Saturday. 
This is the Black Friday for 
small and local business 
owners. While the deals are 
not as steep as the chain re-
tail stores, shoppers still 
enjoy an extra day of sav-
ings. Then comes Cyber 
Monday, the Black Friday 
of online shopping. People 
can score deals by making 
purchases online. Another 

day for consumers to spend 
more time and money.

Will we ever have a day 
off from this consumer 
madness, or at some point 
in the not so distant fu-
ture will every day of the 
Thanksgiving week be 
some color-themed shop-
ping holiday? 

As a society, we need to 
put our foot down and say, 
“enough is enough.” 

As a country, we need 
to reevaluate what we con-
sider to be most important 
during the holidays. While 
it is great to save money, is 
it really worth it? Our cul-
ture is shying away from 

tradition and running, 
even sprinting, toward 
consumerism. 

Our loved ones will not 
be around forever, but shop-
ping and sales will be. We 
need to cherish these times 
that we have with our fami-
ly and friends and continue 
to make lasting memories.

With the holiday shop-
ping season in full swing, 
megalithic conglomerates 
and corporations will be 
sending out sales flyers 
advertising the must-have 
items of the year.

Undoubtedly, this list 
will include a hodgepodge 
of technological devices 
including iPads, iPhones, 
Blu-rays, tool sets and 
more. The big-box stores 
that sell these items are 
already undoubtedly rak-
ing in profits in the wake 
of Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday. 

It can be all too easy to 
forget during the holiday 
season that gifts don’t have 
to be limited to these com-
monplace items, nor does 
shopping have to be limit-
ed to nationally recognized 
companies. All across the 
nation, small businesses 
are making high-quality 
items with compassion and 
care. It’s time that more 
holiday shoppers consider a 
stop at one or more of these 
businesses. 

The principal benefit 
of small business holiday 
shopping is that it helps 
strengthen America’s econ-
omy. Big-box stores may be 
profitable, but it’s the small 
businesses in this country 

that are creating a large 
portion of the new jobs we 
see today. 

A 2010 study from the 
Small Business Adminis-
tration said small business-
es were responsible for the 
creation of approximately 
65 percent of new private 
sector jobs. 

Additionally, spending 
local means money stays 
local. 

A study by Civic Eco-
nomics, an analysis and 
strategic planning firm, 

showed that for every 
$100 people spend at local 
businesses, approximate-
ly $68 stays in the local 
economy. 

Conversely, only about 
43 percent of the money 
spent at big-box stores re-
mains in the economy. 

Small Business Satur-
day, an event created by 
credit card company Amer-
ican Express, has prov-
en to be helpful for small 
businesses. 

The event encourages 

American Express card 
holders to use their cards 
at small businesses; it’s a 
crafty business maneuver 
on the part of American 
Express because it requires 
businesses who wish to be 
participants in the event to 
accept American Express. 

However, there are notice-
able benefits to Small Busi-
ness Saturday. In 2012, Small 
Business Saturday made 
about $5.5 billion in revenue 
for small businesses.  

The impact has been 

felt and noted by business-
es, who craft social media 
campaigns, increase adver-
tising and hire more peo-
ple in anticipation of busier 
holiday sales. 

A 2013 analysis from 
the National Federation 
of Independent Business 
stated that more than 70 
percent of businesses sur-
veyed said they believed 
the Small Business Satur-
day event would help them 
that year. 

Small Business Saturday 

has already passed for 
2014, but the concept re-
mains the same: coordi-
nated efforts to shop lo-
cally positively affects 
small businesses in every 
aspect. 

If more individuals made 
a vested effort to shop at 
local retailers, they could 
make positive economic 
impacts every day, not just 
on one. 

There’s more to shop-
ping at local stores than 
just a noticeable boon to 
the economy; there’s a cer-
tain whimsical quality to 
carefully-crafted items as 
opposed to items that were 
mass manufactured. It’s 
nice knowing that some 
local craftsperson put ef-
fort into their baked goods, 
candles, jewelry and 
more. 

But perhaps the most im-
portant thing to remember 
is that the small business 
owners in our communi-
ty are a part of our com-
munities, and that these 
individuals often take on 
more than just one hat. 
They might be neighbors, 
friends, coaches or church 
members. 

By supporting the busi-
ness that these individu-
als own or are a part of, we 
in turn, help them. That’s 
not something that can be 
quantified in numbers, but 
it is meaningful. And may-
be that is in part what the 
holidays are about, helping 
our friends and neighbors. 

The rise of shopping holidays
 Gray Thursday reveals how 
America has forgotten what 
the holidays are really about 

HEATHER MYERS
Daily Titan

Small businesses deserve 
support because they create 
jobs and keep money local

ALEX GROVES
Daily Titan

Small shops need your money more than big-box 

Black Friday sales were up 14 percent this year compared to 2013, according to IBM. Online purchases in department stores saw the largest growth in sales by over 29.8 percent from last year.
COURTESY OF MATTHEW STAVER

The creation of the faux half-day holiday “Gray Thursday” shows how consumerism is starting to 
encroach on traditional holiday values.

COURTESY OF INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Small Business Saturday is an event that encourages people to shop at smaller businesses instead of big-box stores.
COURTESY OF PHIL ROEDER
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HEALTH AND FITNESS

Top nutritional company 
with world’s most famous 
doctor seeks 2 key people 

for health and fitness 
industry. Flexible Hours. 

Contact Scott at 310-
428-3680 or scott@

mytruehealthandwealth.com
Email scott@
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Learn from the mistakes of others. You can never live long enough to

 make them all yourself.” 
– Groucho Marx

JOKES OF THE DAY

Q: Why did the traffic light turn 
red? 

A: You would too if you had to 
change in the middle of the street! 

Q: What did one elevator say to 
the other elevator? 

A: I think I’m coming down with 
something! 

Q: What do you call a window 
that raps? 

A: 2PANEZ 

ARIES 
(MARCH 21 - APRIL 19):

You could be needlessly concerned about a 
nagging issue today that ultimately isn’t very 
important at all. Consider the consequences of 
your words before your anger provokes you to 
say something that is hurtful.

TAURUS
(APRIL 20 - MAY 20):

You might not be able to establish a sustainable 
work pace at first, but your persistence should 
pay off today. You may resist an associate’s ad-
vice because you want to quickly fulfill your 
obligations.

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUNE 20):

Your nerves are on edge today as your key plan-
et Mercury aligns with combative Mars. Your 
legendary wit may be too sarcastic now, turning 
clever words into verbal punches. 

CANCER 
(JUNE 21 - JULY 22):

It’s nearly impossible to dramatically alter 
your routines now, even if you understand 
how much it could help to make some basic 
improvements in your lifestyle. 

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG. 22):

You could convince yourself that you are on 
such an important mission today that nothing 
can possibly get in your way. Ironically, your 
own self-doubt might be a roadblock to your 
success.

VIRGO
(AUG. 23 - SEPT. 22):

No matter how much you want to follow your 
prearranged schedule, unseen forces prevent 
you from executing your plan. You could let 
stress get the best of you today if you are too 
inflexible.

LIBRA
(SEPT. 23 - OCT. 22):

Your infamous indecision is not a problem today; 
in fact, you may be making up for lost time as you 
swiftly respond to current circumstances with de-
finitive answers.

SCORPIO 
(OCT. 23 - NOV. 21):

Your thoughts are so loud today that you might 
believe everyone can actually hear what you’re 
thinking. Red-hot Mars fires up cerebral Mercury 
in passionate Scorpio, coercing you to speak your 
mind 

SAGITTARIUS
(NOV. 22 - DEC. 21):

Your current action plan could be flawed with 
irrational logic or incorrect assumptions, even 
if you believe that you’re traveling on the path 
to success. 

CAPRICORN 
(DEC. 22 - JAN. 19):

You’re a tough opponent in a public debate 
today, but stop to evaluate the price you may 
need to pay for your victory. Ruthless intentions 
could be unleashed now if you take a position

AQUARIUS
(JAN. 20 - FEB. 18):

You may feel insecure today about your success 
at work, but you should be able to transcend 
your fears through spiritual practice. For some, 
prayer is the best method for handling the cur-
rent stress.

PISCES
(FEB. 19 - MARCH 20):

It certainly seems like everything is requiring 
more time than it should as far as you are con-
cerned. It’s as if your efforts to move into the 
next exciting phase of your life are blocked by 
unknown forces.
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Cal State Fullerton has 
announced that 14 players 
have signed national letters 
of intent to play baseball 
for the Titans.

The Titans’ 2015 sign-
ing class includes eight 
position players and six 
pitchers, with five players 
ranked in the top-100 Cali-
fornia prospects as evaluat-
ed by Perfect Game. 

The Titans also show-
case two players ranked in 
Perfect Game’s top-200 na-
tional prospects.

Fullerton is coming off 
their 40th consecutive win-
ning season and 30-win 
season in the program’s 
NCAA Division I history. 

The Titans also played 
in their 23rd consecu-
tive NCAA Tournament in 
2014.

Cal State Fullerton’s 
2014 recruiting class was 
ranked No. 10 by Colle-
giate Baseball and No. 24 
by Perfect Game. 

Brandon Alamo out of 
Cypress High School is ex-
pected to make a big im-
pact immediately for the 
Titans, as the 6-foot-2 first 
baseman is well-regarded 
as a dangerous middle-of-
the-order power hitter.

Chino Hills High School 
prospect Chris Ceballos 
should bring some depth 
to the catching and middle 
infield positions at CSUF, 
where the All-Sierra 
League First Team member 
thrived last year.

Erik Cha will be join-
ing the Titans out of Ruben 
Ayala High School, and the 
lanky 6-foot-3 left-handed 
pitcher was named the 31st 
best prospect in the state 
by Perfect Game.

Eric Charles from Red-
wood High School looks 
to join the outfield rotation 
for Fullerton next year. 
The 5-foot-11 Charles has 
played varsity ball all three 
years for the Rangers.

Brett Conine has the op-
portunity to be a week-
end starter or potential 

infielder for CSUF, as the 
El Modena High School 
product has thrived both 
on the mound (1.75 earned 
run average last season) 
and at the plate (.321 bat-
ting average in 67 plate 
appearances).

Lakewood High School’s 
Brendon Davis joins Ful-
lerton as one of their most 
highly-touted prospects af-
ter being ranked the 129th 
best prospect in the nation 
by Perfect Game. He will 
likely play middle-infield 
for the Titans.

Colton Eastman from 
Central High School in 
Fresno will look to become 
a staple of the weekend ro-
tation after posting a 1.38 
earned run average and 110 
strikeouts during his junior 
campaign.

Valencia High School’s 
Coby Kauhaahaa will 

make the short move from 
Placentia to Fullerton next 
season, looking to bring 
his athletic middle-infield 
abilities to the Titans.

Nick Kaye will be join-
ing CSUF out of Glendora 
High School, where he has 
been a solid outfielder and 
consistent performer at the 
plate for the Tartans.

Infielder Hank Laforte 
of Franklin High School 
could be the biggest speed 
threat of the incoming re-
cruits, as he will likely 
fit in nicely as a potential 
leadoff hitter during his 
time for the Titans.

Long Beach Poly’s Josh 
Rios is another highly-tout-
ed recruit, coming in as the 
147th best prospect in Cal-
ifornia. His velocity and 
power pitches will likely 
be utilized out of the bull-
pen for Fullerton.

Gavin Velasquez of 
South Hills High School 
will be another important 
piece to the CSUF pitching 
staff, after posting a 10-1 
record with an impressive 
0.67 earned run average as 
a junior.

La Jolla Country Day 
High School’s Zach Weisz 
will join the Titans as a key 
defensive presence in the 
outfield for Head Coach 
Rick Vanderhook’s club.

Blake Workman is one 
of six pitchers in the 2014 
class, and his strong work 
ethic and bulldog mentali-
ty will allow him to com-
pete for innings from the 
start.

Unlike the plethora of 
new faces that will be 
wearing the Titan pin-
stripes on the baseball 
field, the CSUF soft-
ball team had only three 

women sign national letters 
of intent.

The recruiting class in-
cludes one pitcher and two 
position players with big 
bats.

Utility player Raeanne 
Martinez has committed 
to playing on Head Coach 
Kelly Ford’s squad. The 
5-foot-1 student athlete had 
a .360 batting average with 
21 runs batted in during 
her junior season at La Ser-
na High School in Whit-
tier. Martinez has played 
eight years of travel ball 
with the prestigious So Cal 
Athletics 18U Quarles.

Ariana Williams out 
of Canyon Springs High 
School hopes to earn a 
spot in the Titan outfield. 
In 12 games last season, 
she had a .381 batting av-
erage with four doubles 
and an impressive slugging 

percentage of .574.
Sydney Golden will join 

the CSUF pitching staff in 
2016. 

She posted a 0.58 earned 
run average in 12 innings 
last season for MLK High 
School in Riverside. 

The Titans are used to 
having pitchers contribute 
right away as freshmen. 

In 2013, Jasmine An-
tunez was named Big West 
Freshman Pitcher of the 
Year and an All-Big West 
Conference First Team 
member. She also threw a 
no-hitter against UNLV. 

Last season, Christina 
Washington was named to 
the All-Big West Freshman 
Team and had a team-high 
12 wins. 

The Titans finished last 
season with a 33-21-1 re-
cord and finished fourth in 
the Big West.

Rick Vanderhook brings in one of his largest recruiting classes, as both position players and the pitching staff are well represented. CSUF has arguably one of the best signing classes in the country.
MATT BROWN / COURTESY OF COLLEGE BASEBALL TODAY

Titans sign 2015 commits
Fullerton’s baseball and softball 
programs bring in new talent to 
build on their 2014 success

JOSEPH ANDERSON &
MICHAEL HUNTLEY

Daily Titan

While Kelly Ford’s 2015 signing class has only three players, she believes her squad will be able to build off the depth and talent left over from the 2014 squad.
ROBERT HUSKEY / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTO
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