
In order to deal with con-
cerns of seat availability 
amid an increasing num-
ber of applicants, Cal State 
Fullerton is considering op-
tions, including “creative 
scheduling” which could in-
crease the number of class-
es held on Friday and the 
weekend. 

Officials are hoping to 
increase the number of en-
rolled students by around 
12,000 next fall, however 
that number still falls short 
of the expected demand. 
Applications to the 23-cam-
pus system are predicted to 
exceed that of last year’s re-
cord-breaking numbers.

CSUF is no stranger to 

these types of issues. The 
university has faced big de-
mand paired with minimal 
funding over the decades, 
according to Assistant to 
the Deputy Provost Barba-
ra Kerr. 

In 2014, one-tenth of the 
41,000 first-time freshmen 
who applied and one-fifth 
of 22,600 transfer students 
who applied to CSUF were 
admitted. 

Enrollment numbers are 
pretty stable and are expect-
ed to remain that way, said 
Director of Admissions Jes-
sica Wagoner. 

Because CSUF is an im-
pacted campus, competi-
tion will continue to grow 
as more hopeful students ap-
ply for the same number of 
seats. Funding and the suc-
cess of current students are 
considered during the en-
rollment process, Wagoner 
said.

“Functionally, we consider 
the number of enrolled seats 
that become available based 
on the numbers of students 
we expect to graduate and 
those who are not successful 
in their academic pursuits,” 
Wagoner said. 

In September, a trans-
fer-only admissions system 
was raised by CSU officials, 
however Wagoner explained 
that this kind of scenar-
io would require additional 
consideration by the state. 

Until that decision is 
made, admission goals are 
maintained for each distinct 
applicant group based on a 
model that seeks to balance 
the school’s ability to sup-
port students in lower-di-
vision and upper-division 
courses within the funding 
caps established by the chan-
cellor’s office, Kerr said.   

Asma Taha grew up in 
Jordan, where the practice 
of educating women is as 
young as three or four de-
cades. With little financial 
support from her parents, 
she had a plan to achieve 
“The American Dream.”

Taha, a new associate 
nursing professor, recip-
rocates her passion for ex-
tending global health and 
advancing pediatric care in 
ways outside of her com-
fort zone and beyond the 

classroom.
She discovered her career 

path in nursing after seeing 
her father frequently vis-
it the doctor because of his 
diabetes. With a burning 
desire to learn about her fa-
ther’s illness, and to reflect 
his kindness, she decided to 
pursue nursing.  

“He had gone to the hos-
pital many times, and I was 
responsible for giving him 
his insulin shots at home,” 
Taha said.

While attending the Uni-
versity of Jordan, Taha 
went through educational 
and financial stress. She not 
only had to work to support 
herself, but her siblings as 
well. She received a full 

scholarship, but it did not 
cover living expenses.

Taha felt it was her re-
sponsibility as the oldest of 
seven siblings to help them 
financially.

She worked three differ-
ent jobs to make this pos-
sible, leaving no free time 
for extra activities. Be-
tween classes, Taha worked 
at the university library, at 
the university hospital as a 
nursing aid and at a private 
hospital.

After undergraduate 
nursing school, Taha ex-
tended her stay at the Uni-
versity of Jordan for an-
other year, as a clinical 
instructor for pediatrics. 
About a year later, she 

moved to Qatar where she 
taught for 10 years.

At the time, the highest 
form of education attain-
able in Qatar was a bach-
elor’s degree. Taha want-
ed much more than this 
and knew she had only 
one choice—embark on a 
life-changing journey to 
America. 

With the thought of rais-
ing a family lingering on 
her mind, her decision only 
became more definite.

“I also thought that if I 
raised my children here (in 
America), they would have 
better opportunities than 
me,” she said.

In 1999, at the age of 33, 
Taha finally arrived in the 

United States.
She immediately started 

pursuing her master’s de-
gree and doctorate in pedi-
atric nursing at Azusa Pa-
cific University.

During the first year 
of studying in America, 
Taha taught at Loma Lin-
da University and has con-
tinued her practice there 
since 2005. Today, she 
still practices there once a 
week with pediatrics and 
neurosurgery. 

She then moved to Cal 
State San Bernardino, 
where she made a lasting 
impact on the educational 
journey of her students.

In July 2011, while work-
ing as an assistant nursing 

professor at CSUSB, Taha 
and eight of her nursing 
students embarked on a 
nine-day outreach trip to 
Jamaica. The group had 
the opportunity to practice 
nursing techniques they 
studied in class at a Catho-
lic missionary called Mus-
tard Seed.

While visiting health cen-
ters, hospitals and orphan-
ages, Taha and her students 
provided health assess-
ments, blood checks and 
vaccinations for children.

“Patients would come to 
us with open wounds, and 
we would clean it and cover 
it for them,” she said.
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CSUf protesters display the proper 
method of non-violent protest
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Asma Taha takes students 
to Jamaica to give them real 
world experience
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Competition for open seats 
increases as CSUF attempts 
to meet enrollment demand

AL DOMINGUEZ
Daily Titan

Students were treated to a touch of winter in the Quad with faux ice skating Monday. The “ice” was a slick plastic coated in a synthetic oil which provided a slippery quality similar to real ice. The 
event was postponed from last week due to heavy rains. 

MARISELA GONZALEZ / DAILY TITAN

-

-

Cal State Fullerton admits just one-tenth of first-time freshmen who apply. A variety of solutions 
are being considered to increase access, but they all require more funding, said one official. 
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A slippery end to the semester

University faces enrollment challenges

New CSUF professor seeks to nurse education
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It is Daily Titan policy to correct factual errors 
printed in the publication. Corrections will be 
published on the subsequent issue after an 

error is discovered and will appear on page 2. 
Errors on the Opinion page will be corrected 

on that page. Corrections will also be made to 
the online version of the article. Please contact 

Editor-in-Chief Nereida Moreno at (657) 278-
5815 or at editorinchief@dailytitan.com with 

issues about this policy or to report any errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through 
Thursday. The Daily Titan operates independently of Associated 
Students, Inc. College of Communications, CSUF administration and 
the CSU. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public forum since incep-
tion. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or 
ventures identified in the advertisements themselves and not by the 
university. Such printing is not to be construed as written or implied 
sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such commercial 
enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for 
free. 
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Fire causes 
millions in 
damage

Profiling 
rules laid 
down

Coalition  
to provide 
advisors
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A fire the size of a 
city block erupted in 
Los Angeles Monday 
morning may have 
been set intentionally, 
according to the Los 
Angeles Times.

The fire began in 
the DaVinci apart-
ment complex and 
started small fires 
in seven neighboring 
buildings. 

The blaze caused 
about $10 million in es-
timated damage to the 
building, and at least 
$1.5 million in damages 
to the 110 Freeway. 

The fire led to mil-
lions of dollars in 
damage and forced 
the closure of the 
110 Freeway and the 
northbound 101 Free-
way as burned scaf-
folding from the build-
ing threatened to fall 
on the roadway. 

No injuries were re-
ported as a result of 
the fire. 

The White House re-
leased new rules re-
garding profiling by 
federal law enforce-
ment agencies Mon-
day, according to the 
Washington Post.

The rules will ap-
ply to the FBI and 
many officials with-
in the Department of 
Homeland Security, 
including those in Im-
migration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, 
U.S. Coast Guard law 
enforcement and Bor-
der Patrol workers not 
near the border. 

Local police depart-
ments will not be cov-
ered under the new 
rules. Certain divi-
sions of the Depart-
ment of Homeland 
Security will also be 
allowed to continue to 
consider race. 

These include 
Homeland Security of-
ficials who screen air-
line passengers and 
work along the South-
western U.S. border. 

The U.S.-led coali-
tion fighting the Islam-
ic State is set to re-
ceive additional troops 
to provide training 
and advisement for 
Iraqi and Kurdish sol-
diers, according to 
Reuters. 

United States allies 
participating in Oper-
ation Inherent Resolve 
will send 1,500 troops 
to Iraq in an effort to 
train soldiers battling 
ISIS in Iraq and Syria, 
Lt. Gen. James Terry 
said.

The additional 
troops will supplement 
the 3,100 troops Pres-
ident Barack Obama 
has already authorized 
to deploy in Iraq. 

The troops will come 
from a group of nearly 
40 countries and rep-
resent a mix from an 
anti-ISIS coalition. 

The Cal State system’s 
first-ever Title IX Com-
pliance Officer, Pamela 
Thomason, assumed her 
post last week.  

Title IX, part of the Ed-
ucation Amendments of 
1972, aims to prevent sex 
discrimination in educa-
tional programs that use 
federal funds. The title 
has come to be associated 
largely with college ath-
letics, as it provides great-
er access to sports for fe-
male athletes and requires 
male and female athletes to 
receive scholarship fund-
ing proportional to their 
participation. 

Recently, however, Ti-
tle IX has been highlight-
ed as part of efforts to curb 
sexual assault on college 
campuses.

The CSU system’s selec-
tion of Thomason is one of 

the most recent actions in 
the system’s ongoing com-
prehensive efforts to im-
prove student safety and 
prevent sexual assault and 
violence on campus.

Thomason officially be-
gan her new position on 
Dec. 1, but has already 
started to carve out the 
goals she has as Title IX 
compliance officer. 

“I hope students on cam-
pus will feel they have an 
ally in the chancellor’s of-
fice,” Thomason said. “I 
also think that I’d like the 
Title IX officers on the 
campuses to feel that they 
have an ally in the chancel-
lor’s office, someone who 
will support their efforts on 
campus and make sure that 
they have the tools and re-
sources that they need to 
enforce this law.”

Thomason’s previous ex-
perience as a campus Title 
IX officer herself will like-
ly make that goal attain-
able. Prior to taking on her 
current role with the CSU, 
Thomason worked as UC-
LA’s Title IX officer for 14 

years. Before that, she was 
a regional attorney for the 
Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission in Los 
Angeles, a federal agency 
that tackles discrimination 
in the workplace.  

Aside from her role as an 
advocate within the chan-
cellor’s office, Thomason 
said she sees her responsi-
bilities as compliance offi-
cer as mainly twofold.  

“The idea, as I under-
stand it, is to oversee com-
pliance of Title IX on all 23 
campuses and to be a re-
source for the people on the 
campuses who are making 
sure each campus is safe 
for our students,” Thoma-
son said. 

Thomason graduated 
from University of Illi-
nois at Urbana-Champaign 
in 1979 and attended law 
school at USC. 

“It was really great 
working with her actually. 
I am a victim advocate on 
campus and she was really 
supportive and really able 
to help in a lot of ways with 
accommodations,” said 

Mark Veldkamp, student 
care manager and advocate 
at UCLA. “We worked to-
gether on a lot of different 
cases, (she was) very sup-
portive, hard working, re-
ally incredible colleague.”

Thomason has already 
translated that penchant for 
hard work into her current 
position, travelling to mul-
tiple campuses as part of 
her job. 

“I don’t think I can ac-
complish what the system 
wants me to accomplish 
and what I want to ac-
complish if I just sit in the 
chancellor’s office in Long 
Beach, so I’m planning to 
frequently visit campuses,” 
Thomason said. 

So far, Thomason has 
visited San Diego State 
University and is in the 
process of planning visits 
to other campuses, the next 
campus on her list will be 
Long Beach State. 

“This is something that 
has been of interest to me 
my entire career,” Thoma-
son said. “It’s pretty excit-
ing to take this step.” 

EXTENDED 
HOURS

Titan Student Union

Main Level

TSU

Mon
7 a.m. - All Night 

Tue - Fri
Open 24 Hours

Mon
7 a.m. - All Night

Tue - Fri
Open 24 Hours

Mon - Thurs
Open 24 Hours

Friday
Open until 5 p.m.

Mon - Thurs
Open 24 Hours

Friday
Open until 5 p.m.

Mon - Thurs
Open 24 Hours

Friday
Open until 5 p.m.

Mon
7 a.m. - All Night

Tue - Thurs
Open 24 Hours 

Friday
Open until 11 p.m.

Mon & Tues
10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Wed & Thurs
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday
CLOSED

Mon & Tues
7 a.m. - 10 p.m.

 Wed
7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Thurs
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday
7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Mon & Tues
7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

 Wed
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Thurs
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday
7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Mon - Thurs
Open 24 Hours

Friday
Open until 4 p.m.

Sat & Sun
24 Hours

Sat & Sun
Open 24 Hours

Sat & Sun
Open 24 Hours

Mon - Fri
7 a.m. - All Night

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

Mon - Fri
7 a.m. - 2 a.m.

Mon
9 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Tue - Fri
9 a.m. - 11 p.m.

Mon - Thurs
8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Friday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Mon - Thurs
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday
7 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Mon - Thurs
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday
7 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Mon - Thurs
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday
CLOSED

Mon-Thurs
8 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Friday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat
5 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Sun
CLOSED

Sat
10 a.m. - 2 a.m.

Sun
10 a.m. - All Night

Information
 & Services

Mainframe 
Computer 

Lounge

Titan Bowl &
Billiards

University
Conference 

Center

Food Court
Dining Room

The Cup

Juice it Up

Round Table
and

The Pub

Dec. 8 - 12 Dec. 13 - 14 Dec. 15 - 19

FOOD COURT

Pamela Thomason has begun 
her work by visiting
multiple CSU campuses

KRISTINA HILLIARD
Daily Titan

Title IX commissioner assumes post

• Passed as 
a portion of 
the Education 
Amendments of 
1972

• Prohibits 
sex-based 
descrimination in 
any educaitonal 
program that 
recieves federal 
funding

• Has provided 
increased 
opportunities for 
female athletes 

• Scholarships 
must be funded 
proportionally 
for male and 
female athletes

Title IX
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Outdoor ice skating isn’t 
normally a Southern Cali-
fornian activity, but Asso-
ciated Students, Inc. gave 
students the chance to slip 
and slide on an outdoor 
rink at the Titans on Ice 
event Monday. 

The event, in its sec-
ond year, was originally 
scheduled for Dec. 1, but 
was postponed due to last 
week’s storm that brought 
inches of rain to campus.  

Amanda Martinez, a rep-
resentative on the Associ-
ated Students, Inc. Board 
of Directors for Social Sci-
ences and Humanities said 
Titans on Ice was moved 
to this week because rain 
wasn’t in the forecast.

The rink may have re-
sembled real ice, but was 
made of plastic with a 
synthetic oil covering the 
surface so students could 
skate across it. 

Antonio Sanchez, a psy-
chology major, compared 
the surface to that of an air 
hockey table. 

Since 2004, Associat-
ed Students has held Snow 
Day events every Decem-
ber, but the event was 
switched to ice skating last 
year in an effort to attract 
more students. 

Last year’s event saw 
about 700 attendees and 
this year had an even better 
turnout, said Brandon Har-
ris, administrative direc-
tor of Associated Students, 
Inc. Productions.

“Last year was a little 
different because it was 
the first year and students 
were so used to having the 
annual Snow Day, they 
didn’t know what to ex-
pect,” Harris said. “I think 
the fact that students were 
more aware of what to ex-
pect. We definitely had a 
bigger turnout this year 
than last year,” Harris 
said.

Positive feedback from 
students after last year’s 

event helped bring Titans 
on Ice back for a second 
time, Martinez said. 

“It was just an extra 
event that we wanted to 
fund, and it was very suc-
cessful last year and we 
got a lot of feedback from 
students that they liked it,” 
she said.

Associated Students is 
still totalling how much the 
event cost, Harris said. 

“We have yet to pay all 
of our bills and go through 
and check what the ac-
tual costs were,” he said. 
“There are still bills that 
are going to come in from 
catering and supplies and 
things, and then we will 
kind of know the total 
cost.”

This year’s event fea-
tured interactive activities 
like face painting and an 
area where students could 
make holiday cards for As-
sociated Students’ Camp 
Titan.

Although the ice was dif-
ficult to skate on and a few 
students fell, psychology 

At the moment, CSUF is 
expecting a similar amount 
of enrollments in 2015-2016, 
compared to the 2014-2015 
school term. However, these 

enrollment rates could become 
flexible if there were a growth 
in graduation numbers or in-
creased funding.

At a time when Califor-
nia is not funding enrollment 
growth, CSUF would need to 

reduce the amount of time it 
takes for students to earn their 
degrees, as well as increasing 
graduation rates, Kerr said. 
Currently, the university is 
implementing various strate-
gies in advising, supplemental 

instruction, high-impact prac-
tices and the redesign of bot-
tleneck courses to meet this 
end.  

To judiciously add sections 
to the areas where they are 
needed would be the best way 

to add seats, but it would re-
quire what Kerr described as 
“creative scheduling,” using 
days and times less tradition-
ally utilized, such as Fridays, 
Saturdays or weeknights. 

That solution, however, 

would require money set aside 
specifically to address the 
schedule alterations. 

Still, challenges could arise 
if graduation rates do not show 
any improvement due to CSU’s 
low growth model.

Funded by revenue from 
the Student Success Fee, 
Pollak Library will be open 
24 hours a day through 
Dec. 19. The library has 
already implemented ex-
tended hours throughout 
the semester, but this will 
be the first time it will stay 
open 24/7. 

The main concern li-
brary staff faced in prepar-
ing for the extended hours 
was maximizing the num-
ber of available seats, said 
Interim University Librari-
an Scott Hewitt. 

Since the closure of most 
of the library’s south side, 
the library can only ac-
commodate about 5 per-
cent of the student body–
half the national average. 

Throughout the semes-
ter, the staff have been 
condensing bookshelves to 
successfully add 154 seats 
to the north side. Four qui-
et study rooms will also be 
open during normal library 
hours, offering 132 seats.

In order to ensure safety, 
University Police has as-
signed two campus securi-
ty officers who will guard 
and monitor the entranc-
es. After normal library 
hours, only people who 
have a Titan Card will be 
allowed into the building.

The library was planning 

to hire additional staff to 
assist with extended hours, 
but was unable, due to bud-
get issues. Library resourc-
es will close at 11 p.m. and 
normal staff will not be re-
quired to work after nor-
mal closing hours, howev-
er the two campus security 

officers will monitor the 
library. 

Hewitt said there are 
usually students wait-
ing to get into the li-
brary but, with the ex-
tended hours available 
for students, there will be 
around 150 people already 

in the library by 7:30 a.m 
Monday. 

This semester, other lo-
cations on campus will of-
fer extra seating and study 
spaces. Locations include 
the Titan Bookstore, The 
Senate Chambers, Kinesi-
ology and Health Sciences 

Building Room 268, other-
wise known as the old gym 
and College Park Room 
650.

There is a complete list-
ing of all the locations and 
times the library and oth-
er centers will be open on-
line at Library.Fullerton.

edu and the list was in-
cluded in an email that was 
sent out to campus email 
accounts. 

At the Irvine campus, a 
total of 64 seats were add-
ed to the library and the 
campus will also have ex-
panded library hours. 

CONTINUED FROM     1

Enrollment: Funding conflicts with student demand

CONTINUED FROM     1

Over 700 students participated in last year’s Titans on Ice event, and the final attendance numbers 
for this year’s event are expected to be higher once tallied. 

MARISELA GONZALEZ / DAILY TITAN

Skating: Attendence expected to grow

Library begins 24/7 hours
Efforts to increase library 
seating saw over 150 seats 
added for students to use

LAUREN GAMACHE
Daily Titan

Following earthquake damage that led to the closure of most of Pollak Library’s south side, the library can accomodate only 5 percent of the student population, a 
number that is only half the national average. 

YUNUEN BONAPARTE / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTO

RACHAEL GARCIA
Daily Titan
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Before I met Priyankaa 
Cid, I wasn’t sure what to 
expect. I imagined a sci-
entist with a lab coat on, 
a bookworm or maybe 
even someone decked out 
in hiking attire. As Cid 
walked up to the table in 
her skinny jeans, t-shirt 
and flip flops, she shook 
my hand heartily, flipping 
her long dark brown hair to 
one side. 

“Priyankaa?” I asked. 
“Call me Pria,” she said 

casually, with a big smile 
as she sat down. She placed 
both elbows on the table 
and ran her fingers through 
her hair once more and be-
gan to share her story with 
me.

Cid, 21, graduated from 
Cal State Fullerton in July. 
She was the first student in 
history to receive her de-
gree in Earth science from 
the university, with a minor 
in geography. She is also 
the first to receive a Gen-
eral Education Pathways 
Certificate, a new program 
where students can focus 
their general education 
units toward selective ar-
eas of study, including sus-
tainability, globalization, 
innovative leadership and 
power and politics. 

Last month, she began 
her professional career as a 
geologist at a local firm. 

However, she did not al-
ways have a clear vision for 
her future. At 18, she was 
an incoming freshman un-
sure of what she wanted to 
do with her college career 
and beyond that.

“When I first started 
here, I was completely lost. 
For the first year, I was go-
ing to the career center ev-
ery other day and going to 
every discipline’s lectures 
… I don’t like feeling lost,” 
she said. 

But soon enough she 
found her niche with the 
Committee on Environ-
mental Sustainability, 
where she later served as 
vice chair. It was here that 
she became a mentor to 
other students. One student 

in particular, Emerolina 
Cantu, 20, an international 
business major, has made 
several lifestyle chang-
es through her friendship 
with Cid in the past year, 
such as becoming a vege-
tarian and reducing her use 
of plastic. 

Cantu said that when she 
was a freshman at the Stu-
dent Life Orientation, it 
was Cid who helped her get 
plugged in on campus. 

“She’s very impactful. 
When she speaks you want 
to listen,” Cantu said. 

Cid said she has an ob-
session with exploring 
the world around her and 
is constantly looking for 
new things she can learn 
and share with people 
around her. Her classes and 
the committee served as 

platforms for her to create 
change on campus. 

“I like to be well-round-
ed … When you expose 
yourself to different things 
all at once, you learn bet-
ter,” Cid said. 

Cid played lacrosse to 
keep herself balanced 
from taking so many class-
es from a variety of dis-
ciplines. One of these 
courses was a philosophy 
class on the topic of a per-
son’s relationship with the 
environment. 

“She is definitely the 
most environmentally ac-
tive student I have,” said 
Shlomo Sher, Ph.D., Cid’s 
environmental ethics 
professor. 

Sher said Cid would 
bring “environmental 
swag” about Mother Earth 

to class. She once brought 
plants for her classmates to 
take home. 

“On my son’s diaper 
bag, we still have one of 
the buttons she gave me, 
‘be good to your mother,’” 
Sher said. 

Her transition from aca-
demia to the professional 
world wasn’t an easy one, 
and Cid was diligent in 
pursuing opportunities that 
arose. 

“There is a gap between 
academics and professional 
life. I didn’t know the spe-
cifics of the career paths 
that I would be taking. Af-
ter I graduated, it was more 
finding out what can I do,” 
she said. 

She began attending lec-
tures and networking with 
professors. 

By attending some of 
these conferences, Cid was 
able to narrow down the 
type of career she wanted 
to pursue. 

 In her quest for what lay 
beyond graduation day, Cid 
decided to go to the geol-
ogy department’s Alumni 
Night. 

“She struck up a conver-
sation with CSUF alumnus 
Mark Zeko, vice president 
and principal hydrogeolo-
gist at Environmental En-
gineering & Contracting, 
Inc., a consulting firm in 
Orange that provides ex-
pert environmental consul-
tations to public and pri-
vate clients.  

She seemed to have a 
lot of energy and be very 
outgoing, and from what 
I heard from some of the 

professors was that she 
was a smart student … 
She seemed very energet-
ic, most students wouldn’t 
come up and talk, but she 
just walked right up and 
talked to me,” Zeko said. 

She had just lost her job 
at a bowling alley when 
she was hired by Envi-
ronmental Engineering & 
Contracting, Inc.

“I was so emotional be-
cause this is going to 
change my life,” she said. 

As Cid’s life changes, 
those around her can see 
that she will continue to 
educate and affect more 
people for the better. 

“She is going to change 
the world and she’s al-
ready doing it, maybe not 
on a large scale, but she 
changed me,” Cantu said. 

Shortly after graduating, 
Priyankaa Cid landed a job in 
her chosen field of study

AMBER UDDIN
Daily Titan

Turning passion into profession

Taha finds these outreach 
trips help prepare nursing 
students to work in cultur-
ally different environments 
from the United States. 

The lack of advanced 
technology and ac-
cess to the bare mini-
mum left the students at a 
disadvantage.

“When you do not have 
the proper technology, how 
do you manage? When you 
do not have an automated 
blood pressure machine, 
you have to really pay at-
tention and listen to the 
beats of the heart,” Taha 
said.

She said it taught her stu-
dents how to manage in 
such situations, and more 
importantly how fortunate 
they are to have access to 
advanced technology.

During the Jamaica out-
reach, former student Ma-
ria Bruce had the opportu-
nity to see first hand how 
Taha touches and cares for 
the ill.

“There are no barriers 
for her. I saw her hold a 
dying man’s hand as flies 
covered his body and the 
stench of stool seeped from 
him, she showed me that 
nurses can offer a bridge of 
hope and love to the hurt-
ing. We have been given an 
incredible opportunity to 
love the sick. She showed 
me that,” Bruce said.

The Jamaica trip is just 
one of many extended op-
portunities that Taha made 

available for her nursing 
students. Following the Ja-
maica outreach program, 
she took students to Banga-
lore, India.

In between teaching and 
practicing in the field, Taha 
published her first research 
article in 2011 titled: “Ef-
fect of Early Nutritional 
Support on Intensive Care 
Unit Length of Stay and 
Neurological Status at Dis-
charge in Children with 

Severe Traumatic Brain 
Injury.”

The study looked at chil-
dren who sustain traumatic 

brain injuries, such as tu-
mors, non-accidental 

brain injuries and children 
who are born with brain 

abnormalities. This al-
lowed practitioners in the 
ICU to start nutritional 
support within 72 hours of 
admission and full replace-
ment by day seven of all 
admitted patients.

“We worked with so 
many babies born with 
brain hemorrhage due to 
being born up to 25 weeks 
prematurely. So we put de-
vices in their head to try 
and pull the blood from 

the brain every morning 
… And many times we for-
got to feed those babies be-
cause we were so focused 
on the brain,” Taha said.

Taha came home crying 
every day after work be-
cause of the takeaway emo-
tions, and became emotion-
ally attached.

There are stories of suc-
cess and stories that end in 
tragedy, and that is what 
makes this field emotional-
ly straining, Taha said.

Her keen desire to ex-
pand her knowledge and 
impact those around her 
led her to CSUF this fall.

“She is very engaged, 
and for new faculty that is 
kind of unusual. They are 
typically quiet and not so 
engaged, but I think be-
cause she has this wealth 
of experience, she does 
not hesitate to express her 
opinions,” said faculty 
member Dana Rutledge.

Taha said her move from 
CSUSB to CSUF was a 
professional career move, 
because the previous cam-
pus had a small nursing de-
partment. She plans to ar-
range an outreach mission 
trip, preferably to South 
America for the nursing 
students of CSUF.

“I love students, they 
are our future and they are 
the ones who will be tak-
ing care of us … I hope 
to stimulate their think-
ing and excite them about 
health care … We want to 
prepare brilliant leaders, 
not followers,” Taha said.

 Priyankaa Cid received her degree in Earth science with a minor in geography from Cal State Fullerton in July and is now working as a geologist at a local firm. 
COURTESY OF PRIYANKAA CID

Nursing: Advancing and aiding students
CONTINUED FROM     1

Associate nursing professor Asma Taha has expertise in pediatric nursing and children with neurosurgical and neurological disorders.
COURTESY OF CSUF

ASMA TAHA
Associate Nursing Professor

Patients would come to us with open 
wounds, and we would clean it and cover 
it for them.

““
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When anger is flaring 
and tensions are high, it 
can sometimes be diffi-
cult to remember that vi-
olence only begets more 
violence. 

That is precisely why the 
actions taken by Cal State 
Fullerton students and staff 
in the face of the acquit-
tal in the Eric Garner case 
were commendable. These 
exemplary individuals 
marched with their heads 
held high and voiced con-
cern for an issue they felt 
warranted attention.

Garner, an unarmed 

African-American, died 
after being placed in a 
chokehold by police officer 
Daniel Pantaleo. A Staten 
Island grand jury decid-
ed not to hold Pantaleo re-
sponsible for any criminal 
charges, resulting in nu-
merous protests across the 
country. 

In Fullerton, protest-
ers carried signs that pro-
claimed “I can’t breathe” 
and chanted in unison as 
they made their way from 
the Quad to the Fullerton 
Police Department. 

After that, the group of 
more than 30 protesters 
laid down on the ground 
outside the police station as 
a representation of the final 
resting position of the Af-
rican-Americans who were 
recently killed. 

But perhaps it’s what’s 
missing from this picture 
that’s important: these stu-
dents and staff members 
didn’t fight, didn’t loot 
and didn’t vandalize. They 
were constructive rather 
than destructive and that 
should serve as an exam-
ple to others in an era when 
quick rises to violence 
seem commonplace.  

The idea that violence 
could serve as an appropri-
ate reaction to social injus-
tice has been adopted by 
multiple groups in recent 
years. 

Violent protest became 
the mode of operation for 
dozens in Ferguson when 
the grand jury there decid-
ed not to try Officer Dar-
ren Wilson for murder in 
the death of Mike Brown. 

Brown—also unarmed—
had been shot multiple 
times in a scuffle with 
Wilson. 

Ferguson residents that 
chose to light things on 
fire, attempt to overturn ve-
hicles and rob stores might 
have felt their actions were 
a just response to the grand 
jury’s decision, but for all 
of the immediate gratifica-
tion these residents might 
have received, they didn’t 
solve anything. Fergu-
son residents only created 
a greater rift between po-
lice and themselves, and 
did nothing to honor the 
memory of a man who died 
young. 

In all of the national in-
stances of protest since 
the recent court decisions, 
it’s been the people who 

have risen above violence 
that are really proving 
something. 

These protestors who 
show they can have honest 
dialogue about incidences 
of police brutality without 
resorting to violence them-
selves are better than a bad 
guy with a gun. 

The same is true of the 
protestors in Fullerton, who 
showed an iron resolve to 
make a statement—a pow-
erful one at that—without 
inspiring fights or anger. 

Social commentary like 
this is the sort of thing the 
United States depends on. 
Nonviolent protest has his-
torically brought attention 
to the challenges this coun-
try has faced in decades 
past. 

It was sit-ins on 

buses and at diners that 
made waves during the ’60s 
in the civil rights era, when 
the issues of race relations 
and segregation became 
more and more apparent 
to a segment of America 
that wasn’t familiar with 
such issues. It was sit-ins at 
Berkeley around the same 
time that gave students the 
opportunity to have greater 
political dialogue on their 
campus. 

Now, when we see 
deep-sitting issues between 
the police officers and the 
minority community, it’s 
good to know that people 
across the nation are con-
tinuing a legacy of peaceful 
protest. It’s especially com-
forting to know that stu-
dents here are part of that 
larger movement. 

Fullerton protest was truly civil  
CSUF protesters deserve 
praise for their civil behavior 
during the recent protest 

ALEX GROVES
Daily Titan

Students and staff at CSUF protested recent grand jury decisions regarding police brutality in New York and Missouri by holding signs and chanting together as they march. 
ERIC GANDARILLA / DAILY TITAN
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While some were prepar-
ing for their Thanksgiving 
festivities last month, stu-
dents at Florida State Uni-
versity hid behind stacks 
of books as a graduate of 
the university opened fire 
with a handgun. Three 
students were injured and 
the only life lost was the 
gunman’s.

The injured students at 
Florida State did not have 
guns in their possession 
during the attack. How-
ever, more than one life 
could have potentially 
been lost if there had been. 
Allowing guns on campus 
would increase the fear of 
becoming a victim of an-
other school shooting. 

There are certain prac-
tices that students are pro-
hibited from bringing into 
campus classrooms such 
as smoking and drink-
ing. Why should bringing 
weapons onto campus be 
any less restricted?

Proponents of guns on 
campus, such as the Na-
tional Rifle Association, 
will argue that the count-
less school shootings in re-
cent history have created 
a necessity for responsible 
students to arm themselves 
in self defense.

The last thing a campus 
needs is a militia of armed 
students ready to “defend 
themselves” each time they 
feel threatened. 

Just having a concealed 

carry permit doesn’t mean 
the same student could 
safely and accurately fire 
a gun at a human target 
while also being shot at. 
That kind of training and 
experience can only be 
found in a military organi-
zation, and the vast major-
ity of student do not have 
that experience. 

Cal State Fullerton has 
its own history of gun 
violence. 

In December of 1976, a 
female student murdered 
a physics professor in the 
basement of McCarthy 
Hall by shooting him once 
in the head and twice in 
the chest.

During that same year, 
a mentally-ill janitor shot 
nine people and killed sev-
en in the basement of the 
Pollak Library with a .22 
caliber semi-automatic 
rifle. 

In October, a popu-
lar freshman at Marys-
ville-Pilchuck High School 
in Washington invited stu-
dents via a text message 
to the cafeteria lunch table 
before opening fire. A to-
tal of four teenagers died 
as a result from the wounds 
sustained. 

Even schools that are 
trying to take safety pre-
cautions by participating in 
school drills do not know 
the drastic effects that the 
mere concept of live guns 
on campus can have.

Just last month, a safe-
ty drill at Jewett Middle 
Academy in Polk Coun-
ty, Florida led students 
and parents to think that 
a real school shooting was 
occurring. 

Real police officers with 
loaded firearms drawn ini-
tiated a school lockdown. A 
police officer with a hand-
gun was reported to have 
“aggressively entered” the 
classroom, which caused 
students to immediately 
start texting their parents 
in fear. 

Would potentially terri-
fying safety drills become 
the norm if guns were al-
lowed on campus?

The average college stu-
dent doesn’t need the add-
ed anxiety of dealing with 
a surprise campus shoot-
er drill on top of the dai-
ly stress that comes with 
finding time to attend 
classes, study and work. 

There is no point of en-
trusting students with the 
dangerous responsibility of  
protecting themselves in 
the event of an emergency, 
that is why there are cam-
pus police officers.

Wouldn’t you want to 
know if the student next to 
you on campus had a gun 
tucked under their shirt? 
This knowledge would 
make a difference with 
how you navigated your 
conversations with that 
person.

Our entire college expe-
rience, relationships and 
discussions would be com-
pletely different if we knew 
that other students were 
armed with a weapon that 
they might not be trained 
well enough to use.

The chances of being in-
jured or killed by an errant 
bullet from another student 
is just as threatening as the 
thought of another mentally-ill 
janitor on the CSUF campus. 

Robert Gates, Leon Pa-
netta, Chuck Hagel, Ashton 
Carter—President Barack 
Obama’s fourth defense 
secretary has been con-
firmed, tying him with for-
mer President Harry Tru-
man for the most defense 
secretaries. 

It’s a precarious time to 
be in between administra-
tions with Russia amass-
ing army units and MiG-

31 fighter jets on Ukraine’s 
borders, the Islamic State 
of Iraq and the Levant be-
heading U.S. aid work-
ers, North Korea’s suspect 
involvement in the Sony 
hacking and all this on 
the heels of departmental 
scandals such as test cheat-
ing and Veterans Affairs 
mismanagement. 

It’s quite a list, but those 
who follow foreign policy 
and defense are probably 
thinking, “so what?” Near-
ly 200 countries divide the 
Earth’s resources, each one 
vying for more. Innumer-
able cultural and religious 
conflicts fuel outbreaks of 
violence all over the world. 
The truth is it’s never a 
good time to be between 
defense administrations.

The majority of those 
gray hairs that occupy the 
president’s head, like insur-
gents and revolutionaries, 
grew out of conflict. Obama 
is learning what it is like to 
not be able to live up to his 
word the hard way.

In 2008, Obama was 

elected largely because his 
anti-war campaign was ex-
actly what a war-weary 
American public wanted to 
hear. As a young senator, 
he criticized the Iraq War. 

“I know that an invasion 
of Iraq without a clear ra-
tionale and without strong 
international support will 
only fan the flames of the 
Middle East, and encour-
age the worst, rather than 
best, impulses of the Arab 
world, and strengthen the 
recruitment arm of al-Qa-
ida. I am not opposed to 
all wars, I’m opposed to 
dumb wars,” he said back 

in 2002. 
Now with six years un-

der his belt as president, 
he must realize how easy it 
is to get pulled into dumb 
wars. Especially since the 
dumb war is still going 
on. 

Similarly, he must now 
know how easy it is to 
campaign as the anti-war 
candidate and ignore the 
pressures from his own 
public and the international 
community. 

It’s easy when no one 
looks to you after photos 
and videos of human rights 
abuses, beheadings and 

child soldiers are splattered 
across the Internet.

This is why Obama’s 
presidential legacy will 
be remembered as one en-
tangled by war, just like 
the presidents before him, 
boots on the ground or 
not. 

At least 2,400 people 
are dead as a result of the 
U.S. drone program in the 
last five years. Though the 
number of civilian casual-
ties per drone strike have 
been halved under Obama 
compared to Bush, it is 
hardly peace.

Despite long reluctance 

to commit to any military 
action in Syria, the U.S. 
now leads an internation-
al coalition to combat ISIS. 
Though only an adviso-
ry role for now, the new-
ly elected GOP-controlled 
Congress is likely to seek 
a more aggressive strate-
gy that will include combat 
troops. 

“We will have all of 
them out of there by 2014,” 
Obama said in 2012, refer-
ring to the war in Afghan-
istan. It is now the end of 
2014 and that doesn’t seem 
to be the case.

To expect peace because 

one man replaces another 
is naive, whether the man 
replaced is the president or 
defense secretary. 

Without a complete over-
haul of the internation-
al system, it is a waste of 
energy to imagine a world 
where people don’t die as 
humans and governments 
chisel away at differences 
and place bandages on fes-
tering wounds. 

Long-term change 
doesn’t come by voting for 
anti-war candidates who 
aren’t serious about at least 
starting with global eco-
nomic reform. 

The Obama administration anti-war campaign has been anything but anti-war
JAMIE CORPUZ

Daily Titan

Obama’s broken promises

Now with six 
years under his 
belt as president, 
he must realize 
how easy it is 
to get pulled 
into dumb wars. 
Especially since 
the dumb war is 
still going on.

“

“

The reasons why guns and college don’t mix 

Ashton Carter will be the fourth Secretary of Defense to take office during the course of the Obama administration. 
COURTESY OF WORLDTRIBUNE.COM

Arming students will only 
make college campuses 
more dangerous 

CYNTHIA PLEITEZ
Daily Titan

MIKE TRUJILLO / DAILY TITAN
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Stop thentext

Distracted walking 
results in more 
injuries per mile 
than distracted 
driving.
studies found in
http://www.buffalo.edu/
news/releases/2014/02/
022.html

BY THE
SPONSORED

HEALTH AND FITNESS

Top nutritional company 
with world’s most famous 
doctor seeks 2 key people 

for health and fitness 
industry. Flexible Hours. 

Contact Scott at 310-
428-3680 or scott@

mytruehealthandwealth.com
Email scott@

mytruehealthandwealth.com

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“A man is not old until regrets take the place of dreams.” 

– John Barrymore

JOKES OF THE DAY

Q: What kind of button won’t 
unbutton? 

A: A bellybutton! 

Q: What do you call an 80s synth 
pop band with a scoop of ice 

cream? 

A: Depeche a la Mode. 

Q: Why do sea-gulls fly over the 
sea? 

A: Because if they flew over the bay 
they would be bagels! 

ARIES 
(MARCH 21 - APRIL 19):

You can feel it in your bones that something 
quite wonderful is going to happen. Although 
you don’t not know what it is yet, you might 
anticipate the magic in every cell of your body. 

TAURUS
(APRIL 20 - MAY 20):

You’re unable to get fully comfortable today and 
your restlessness doesn’t help anyone else relax 
either. Your anxiety stems mostly from what you 
aren’t saying now. 

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUNE 20):

The constant rumbling of excitement rattles 
your nerves today. It’s challenging to sit still be-
cause you want to physically move in resonance 
with your hyperactive mind.

CANCER 
(JUNE 21 - JULY 22):

Although you’re normally afraid of losing con-
trol, you may have an uncharacteristic attrac-
tion to the rush of adrenaline today. You’re up 
for almost anything.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG. 22):

You seem to be orbiting in the cosmic flow to-
day. Others see your light shining brightly and 
assume that all is right in your world. However, 
behind the scenes your emotions are agitated.

VIRGO
(AUG. 23 - SEPT. 22):

You want your coworkers to have fun today and 
you’re willing to expend an extraordinary level 
of energy to accomplish this goal. This could be 
a very socially exciting day, so make the most 
of it.

LIBRA
(SEPT. 23 - OCT. 22):

Whether people expect you to be the event plan-
ner or the peacemaker for the group, you aren’t 
interested in playing your regular role of keeping 
everyone happy today. 

SCORPIO 
(OCT. 23 - NOV. 21):

Navigating a course between your need for a quiet 
retreat and your desire to partake in the scheduled 
festivities is a delicate balancing act today. 

SAGITTARIUS
(NOV. 22 - DEC. 21):

Participating in group activities enables you to 
accomplish more today, but you might have to 
pay too steep of an emotional price if you try to 
take charge. 

CAPRICORN 
(DEC. 22 - JAN. 19):

Leave your sense of duty behind so you can let 
your hair down and relax. Taking this appar-
ently irresponsible path may be challenging be-
cause you Goats typically work hard and aspire 
to greatness.

AQUARIUS
(JAN. 20 - FEB. 18):

Your nerves are dancing to an exhilarating cos-
mic beat today, challenging you to stay on target 
if you have specific tasks that need finishing.

PISCES
(FEB. 19 - MARCH 20):

Everything seems a bit hectic today as your 
thoughts anxiously run around in circles. But 
this isn’t just about exploring a few radical ideas; 
you actually seek out external events now.
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HEARD!
HAVE YOUR
VOICE

Cal State Fullerton has an-
nounced that four student-ath-
letes have committed to play 
for the women’s basketball 
team.

The Titans are no strangers 
to having freshmen contribute 
immediately. 

Samantha Logan made the 
All-Big West Freshman Team 
last season and freshman Dae-
ja Smith has started every 
game for Head Coach Daron 
Park’s squad this season.

CSUF has four freshmen on 
the roster this season and five 
players have made their Titan 
debut. 

Four seniors are graduating 
after this season, including 
three starters: Chante Miles, 
Tailer Butler and Kathleen 
Iwuoha.

Danielle Craig signed her 
letter of intent to play her col-
legiate basketball at CSUF. 

She shot 42 percent from 
3-point range in 2013 and av-
erages 11.1 points per game at 
West High School in Iowa.

Madison Crawford is an 
elite defender from Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

She was a four-year starter 
at Fossil Ridge High School 

and has earned All-District 
honors each year. 

She will be a force on 
the Titan defense, the third 
best defense in the Big West 
Conference.

Michelle Berry, who stands 
at 6-foot-2, will add height to 
the Titan roster.

 CSUF is losing starting for-
ward Iwuoha and the 6-foot-1 
Natalie Williams at the end of 
the season. 

Berry led Miami Coun-
try Day High School to its 
first Florida 3A State Cham-
pionship in the history of the 
school. 

Mikayla Williams, also 
6-foot-2, comes to CSUF out 
of Great Oak High School in 
Temecula. 

“Mikayla is a tremendously 
athletic forward who plays as 
hard as any high school play-
er I’ve seen. She has a great 
feel for the game, is always 
around the ball and makes 
great things happen for her 
team,” Park said to Fuller-
tonTitans.com. “It’s always 
special when you can get this 
kind of talent and work eth-
ic in your backyard, and I 
couldn’t be happier she chose 
to be a Titan.”

The four future Titans were 
not the only athletes to com-
mit to playing their collegiate 
basketball at Titan Gym.

Centennial High School’s 
Khalil Ahmad commit-
ted to the CSUF men’s 

basketball program as 
second-year Head Coach 
Dedrique Taylor an-
nounced his first national 
letter of intent for the 2015 
class.

Ahmad will enroll at 
CSUF and officially join the 

Titans for the 2015-16 aca-
demic year.

“We are extremely excit-
ed to have Khalil join the Ti-
tan basketball family,” Tay-
lor said to FullertonTitans.
com. “His addition bolsters 
the Titan basketball brand. 

Khalil is a great student and 
provides us with good size, 
shooting and ball-handling 
ability. He comes from a very 
tradition-rich high school 
right here in our backyard, 
and we are very fortunate to 
have him join us.”

The 6-foot-4 shooting 
guard led his Huskies to the 
CIF State Championship 
Game last season, as they 
finished the year with an im-
pressive 29-4 mark, good for 
No. 23 in the nation as rat-
ed by Maxpreps.com.

Daron Park is bringing in four new players to join the Titans women’s basketball team as the program looks to turn a corner next year.
ELEANOR SEGURA / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTO

Dedrique Taylor and the CSUF coaching staff are excited about bringing in a talented guard out of a premiere high school next year. Khalil Ahmad could see playing time right away with the Titans.
 COURTESY OF CSUF ATHLETICS

Hoops recruits set for 2015
Titans basketball has a bright 
future as many new faces will 
join the program next year

MICHAEL HUNTLEY &
JOSEPH ANDERSON

Daily Titan
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