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Devils Advocate: Bag ban ‘Deck the Hall’ returns to CSUF
California’s plastic bag ban has its 
own set of costs and benefits 

The School of Music’s annual holiday 
performance begins Saturday 

OpinionA&E 65

The Orange County Transportation Authority Metro line 26 picks students up on Commonwealth Avenue in front of Hope International 
University across the street from Cal State Fullerton Tuesday afternoon. 

YUNUEN BONAPARTE / DAILY TITAN

Free rides, big cost

Event 
honors 
Latino 
culture

DJs spin their way to Spring Concert

Titan
alums 
in the 
pros

Mesa Coporativa de Cal 
State Fullerton and the Chi-
cano Resource Center host-
ed an annual posada event 
Tuesday to raise cultural 
awareness on campus.

The event had a budget 
of $2,000—funds which 
were provided mainly by 
Mesa Corporativa. The 
Chicano Resource Cen-
ter was in charge of the leg 
work, which included get-
ting materials, event setup, 
scheduling and gathering 
volunteers. 

Elizabeth Suarez, Chica-
no Resource Center coordi-
nator, described the process 
of a posada as the seeking of 
lodging by biblical figures 
Mary and Joseph. In the sto-
ry, the couple knocked from 
door to door until they were 
welcomed at a barn where 
Jesus was born.

Participants in the posada 
represent two groups—one 
group plays the role of peo-
ple looking for lodging and 
another group acts out the 
role of the lodgers denying 
or providing them with shel-
ter. The story is carried out 
through singing. 

Suarez said this process 
translates into a sense of ca-
maraderie and community 
building.

“Sometimes our commu-
nities are very fragmented, 
and in terms of the whole 
campus, we still tend to be 
fragmented,” Suarez said. 
“A lot of people don’t know 
a lot about the Latino cul-
tures, regardless if you’re 
from South America, Cen-
tral America, Mexico or the 
United States.”

Holiday celebrates the biblical 
story of the search for
the birthplace of Jesus 

MARISELA GONZALEZ
Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton’s Asso-
ciated Students, Inc. held their 
fourth annual Battle of the 
DJs Monday afternoon, blan-
keting the Becker Amphithe-
atre with customized beats, 
free pizza and raffle prizes.

The contest between the 
four DJs: Brandon Buchan-
an, Father Knature, DJ Cascio 
and Eturnl, served as a try-
out for the February head-to-
head matchup that will give 
the winner an opportunity to 
open for the major headline 
act at next semester’s Spring 
Concert.

The four DJs were hand-se-
lected by the Spring Concert 
team from a pool of 15 hope-
fuls. All 15 submitted sample 
mixes in hopes of making it 
to Monday’s battle round.

There were five judges for 
the battle, among them was 
Dean of Students Tonantz-
in Oseguera and former Bat-
tle of the DJs champion Jorell 
Cacation.

Cacation started things off 
on the ones and twos warming 

up the crowd for Buchanan, 
who looked to set the bar high 
with the five judges. 

Father Knature was next 
and pumped up the crowd 
with a mix that included the 
theme song from The Lion 
King. 

DJ Cascio also brought a lot 
of energy and demonstrated 
his dance skills as he jumped 
on the dance floor in the mid-
dle of the mix. 

Eturnl was the last to per-
form. He and his sidekick 
wore unique masks to earn 
some style points with the 
judges.

Associated Students re-
warded a handful of the 110 
students in the crowd by raf-
fling out free movie tickets 
while the judges took a brief 
intermission to deliberate 
their decision. 

To the approval of the au-
dience, Father Knature and 
DJ Cascio found themselves 
victorious as Associated Stu-
dents Productions Director 
Brandon Harris announced 
the results. The two will now 
face off Friday, Feb. 6 at Bat-
tle of the DJs Round Two. The 
winner of round two will per-
form at the Spring Concert.

The Battle of the DJs was 
held earlier than usual this 

year to make time for a Battle 
of the Bands competition. As-
sociated Students will begin 
to accept submissions for the 
new Battle of the Bands com-
petition early next semester. 

The winner will get a 
similar reward and will be 

given a chance to open for 
the headliner at the Spring 
Concert.

“Students can expect a 
festival feel to our ninth 
annual concert,” said As-
sociated Students Spring 
Concert Coordinator 

Shannon Franklin.
Associated Students re-

vealed special information 
to the students in atten-
dance. Next year’s Spring 
Concert will be moved from 
Titan Stadium to the intra-
mural fields.

Several former baseball    
players are performing well in 
their  minor league careers

MICHAEL HUNTLEY
Daily Titan

The program that pro-
vides free or reduced price 
bus passes to students and 
faculty is saddled with a 
$500,000 deficit due to un-
derfunding, overutilization 
and, in some cases, abuses. 

The bus program, first 
introduced in 2003, allows 
students and faculty to ride 
any OCTA bus for free. 
This is open to current un-
dergraduate, graduate and 
American Language Pro-
gram students.

U-Passes or E-Passes, 

which allow unlimited 
rides on OCTA buses for 
the school year, are offered 
free to students or faculty 
with a valid TitanCard. In 
the 2013-2014 school year, 
5,414 U-Passes and 225 
E-Passes were issued.

The program is funded 
through parking: 50 percent 
comes from parking permit 
revenue and the remaining 
50 percent from parking 
ticket revenue, according to 
a university official. How-
ever, revenue in past years 
has not been able to cover 
the nearly $800,000 cost of 
the passes. 

Decreasing revenue is a 
result of multiple issues, an 
official said, including the 
increasing cost of a per-
mit—which may discour-
age students from purchas-
ing one—and additional 
alternatives to parking on 
campus, including the re-
cently launched BikeShare 
program.  

While the service is free 
for students, the price of 
every single bus pass is-
sued is forwarded to the 
university.

When the program first 
started, student bus passes 
were linked to TitanCards 

and the school would pay 
per swipe at a discounted 
rate of $1.25 per ride instead 
of the standard $2 fare. 

However, a couple of 
years ago, OCTA switched 
to new card readers that 
were not consistent with 
the ones at CSUF. Now 
the school issues separate 
bus passes and covers the 
bill for a full bus pass, said 
Chief of Operations for the 
Office of Administration 
and Finance Paulette Blum-
berg at November’s Student 
Fee Advisory Committee.

OCTA bus program faces $500,000 deficit
ROSELYNNE REYES

Daily Titan
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Cal State Fullerton base-
ball has had many players 
join the professional ranks. 
Four former Titans laced 
up their cleats in the Major 
League Baseball playoffs in 
2014. 

Seven Titans were select-
ed in the 2014 MLB Ama-
teur Draft, the most since 
nine players were selected in 
2011. 

Matt Chapman was select-
ed 25th overall by the Oak-
land Athletics. 

He signed a deal with the 
A’s June 12 with a $1.75 mil-
lion signing bonus.

 Chapman was second on 
the team in batting average, 
hitting .312 for CSUF in 
2014. 

He had a team-high 48 
runs batted in and a .498 
slugging percentage. 

Chapman played 54 pro-
fessional games at three dif-
ferent levels this season. 

He was 6-for-15 in three 
games for the A’s rookie 
league team. 

He was promoted to the 
Class A Beloit Snappers 
where he played 50 games. 

He struggled, hitting .237 
with 46 strikeouts, but hit 
five home runs. 

He appeared in one game 
for the Midland Rockhounds 
in Double A and was hitless 
in three plate appearances.

J.D. Davis was the first 
selection in the third round 
of the draft by the Houston 
Astros. 

He led the Titans in sever-
al categories in 2014 includ-
ing: batting average (.338), 
hits (80), at-bats (237) and 
slugging percentage (.523). 

Davis played in 73 minor 
league games for the Tri-
City ValleyCats and Quad 
Cities River Bandits. 

He has arguably the most 
impressive minor league 
resume among the Titans 
selected. 

Davis had 78 hits with a 
.293 batting average. 

He had 13 home runs and 
a .508 slugging percentage.

Pitcher Grahamm Weist 
was selected in the eighth 
round by the Colorado 
Rockies. 

He made six starts for the 
Tri-City Dust Devils in the 
Northwest League. 

He had a 3.9 earned run 
average and struck out 6.9 
hitters per nine innings.

Outfielder Clay William-
son was drafted in the 19th 
round by the Washington 
Nationals. 

He struggled in 37 games 
for the Auburn Doubledays, 
hitting just .236.

The Athletics selected 
CSUF pitcher Koby Gauna 
in the 20th round. 

He had a 1.64 ERA in 27 
appearances for the Titans in 
2014. 

Gauna pitched well in 18 
minor league appearances, 
particularly for the Vermont 
Lake Monsters. 

He made 15 appearances 
for Vermont, posting an im-
pressive 2.08 ERA and 12 
saves on the year.

Four DJs battled for the chance 
to be part of the opening act for 
Spring Concert next year

BRYAN CIFUENTES
Daily Titan

Former Battle of the DJs winner Jorrell Cacation warms up the audience for Associated Students, Inc.’s 
annual DJ battle. The two finalists will face off in February to decide who will perform at Spring Concert.

BRYAN CIFUENTES / DAILY TITAN

CORRECTION: A story which ran Dec. 9 carrying the headline “University faces enrollment challenges” mistakenly included a sentence which implied Cal State Fullerton is hop-
ing for an increase of 12,000 students next fall. The 12,000 number is the goal for the entire Cal State University system, not just CSUF.   
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FOR THE RECORD
It is Daily Titan policy to correct factual errors 
printed in the publication. Corrections will be 
published on the subsequent issue after an 

error is discovered and will appear on page 2. 
Errors on the Opinion page will be corrected 

on that page. Corrections will also be made to 
the online version of the article. Please contact 

Editor-in-Chief Nereida Moreno at (657) 278-
5815 or at editorinchief@dailytitan.com with 

issues about this policy or to report any errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through 
Thursday. The Daily Titan operates independently of Associated 
Students, Inc. College of Communications, CSUF administration and 
the CSU. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public forum since incep-
tion. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or 
ventures identified in the advertisements themselves and not by the 
university. Such printing is not to be construed as written or implied 
sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such commercial 
enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for 
free. 
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Congress 
passes 
agreement

Report on 
CIA torture 
released

FBI search 
for Beverly 
Hills robber

DTBRIEFS

- CYNTHIA WASHICKO

- AUBREY SAULS

- AUBREY SAULS

An agreement to a 
$1.1 trillion funding bill 
has allowed Congress 
to avoid a government 
shutdown, according to 
CNN. 

The agreement was 
reached two days be-
fore federal agencies 
were set to run out of 
funding that will fund 
most of the government 
for the full fiscal year. 

A vote by the House 
is expected shortly be-
fore the Thursday night 
deadline, which will give 
the Senate only a short 
time to debate and 
vote on the agreement 
before a funding gap 
would interrupt govern-
ment operations. 

The agreement was 
expected to be an-
nounced Tuesday, but 
was pushed back by 
disagreements on mul-
tiple issues, including 
immigration. 

A report released 
Tuesday showed that 
brutal interrogation tac-
tics on terror suspects 
by the CIA from 2002 to 
2008 led to false confes-
sions and fabricated in-
formation, according to 
the Los Angeles Times.

The same report also 
presents instances in 
which the CIA lost track 
of captives and conclud-
ed that the agency rou-
tinely gave inaccurate in-
formation to Congress. 

The State Depart-
ment and the Pentagon 
warned U.S. embassies 
and overseas military 
commanders to prepare 
for retaliations such as 
terror attacks and pro-
tests as a result of the 
interrogation practices 
outlined in the report.  

The Senate commit-
tee reviewed 20 cases 
in which the CIA said its 
tactic led to information 
and found that they were 
fundamentally wrong. 

The FBI is on the hunt 
for a Beverly Hills bank 
robber who wears a 
surgical mask during 
holdups.

They call him “The Pa-
tient Bandit.” Authorities 
say the bandit demands 
the cash from the tell-
er, then says he has an 
explosive. 

The bandit struck a 
Citibank on Wilshire Bou-
levard in late Novem-
ber and was believed to 
be in a Citibank on Third 
Street and Fairfax Ave-
nue last Friday. The inci-
dent on Third Street did 
not result in a robbery, 
however. Witnesses said 
the man stood in the cus-
tomer service line, but 
conducted no service at 
the bank.

He wears a black 
backpack, a surgi-
cal bandage around his 
arm and a New England 
Patriots baseball cap. 
The man is believed to 
be over 6 feet tall, 230 
pounds and 55 years 
old. 

Parking ticket revenue 
also funds other transpor-
tation programs offered 
through the school and the 
repayment of outstand-
ing bonds which were sold 
when the school built the 
Nutwood Parking Structure 
in 2010.

Although parking re-
mains a common issue on 
campus, there is no cap on 
parking permits. So even 
if a student pays the fee to 
park, there are no guar-
antees that they will find 
parking. 

Most streets around cam-
pus are permit parking for 
residents, and the ones that 
aren’t, fill up quickly when 
school is in session. This 
leads students to seek out 
other methods of getting to 
school.

Another issue affect-
ing how U-Passes are be-
ing used is that students 
sometimes give passes to 
non-students, even though it 
is not allowed. 

Community member and 
homeless rights activist 
Curtis Gamble was riding 
the bus when he struck up 
a conversation with a CSUF 
student. He explained to her 
that, as helpful as clothes 
and food are, the one thing 
he really needs is a bus pass 
to get around and work.

To his surprise, the stu-
dent gave Gable her U-Pass, 
stating that she was an in-
ternational student and 
would be leaving to return 
to her home country soon 
so she wouldn’t need it 
anymore. 

“Students were always 
asking us what we wanted, 
but I didn’t know to say bus 
pass,” he said.

Not much later, Gam-
ble found out the passes 
were for student use only. 
Not wanting to get any-
one in trouble, Gamble ap-
proached the Parking and 
Transportation Office to let 
them know about his situ-
ation. After this incident, 
Parking and Transportation 
added a sign in its office 

stating that bus passes were 
non-transferable.

Gamble said many lo-
cal churches offer aid to 
the homeless, but handouts 
aren’t what they are look-
ing for. What many really 
need is the ability to get to 
work.

“The homeless can only 
carry a bag around. Then 
you’re giving us the same 
thing that we already have 
in the bag,” he said. “We 
can’t go anywhere, we can’t 
do anything.”

Although they often of-
fer bus passes for homeless 
members of the communi-
ty, these organizations can 
only afford to offer one-
day passes to meet the high 
demand.

In the meantime, Gam-
ble has started a campaign 
through GoFundMe and has 
begun making his rounds 
with student organization 
meetings, encouraging stu-
dents interested in helping 
the cause to donate their 
own money rather than do-
nating their school passes. 

Inordinate amounts of 
caffeine, no sleep, irritat-
ed eyes and a brain more 
fried than an order of KFC 
chicken. Finals week is on 
the horizon at Cal State 
Fullerton.

To help students cope 
with the pressure of final 
exams, the Student Health 
and Counseling Center is 
partnering with the Active 
Minds club to host Calm 
Before the Storm, an event 
meant to help students 
manage their stress levels 
during finals week.

“(Calm Before the 
Storm) will encompass ac-
tivities that help students to 
just take a moment and de-
stress,” said Student Health 
and Counseling Center 
health educator Darany 
Hoang.

The main attraction of 
Calm Before the Storm 
is the return of “puppy 

therapy.” The event will 
feature certified thera-
py puppies meant to help 
students relieve pent-up 
tension.

The event will include 
art therapy, rock paint-
ing and puzzle activities. 
The Health Center’s “Phun 
Hut” will also be providing 
students with stress-reliev-
ing tips and will be hand-
ing out stress balls.

Such activities are es-
pecially important to col-
lege students, who can of-
ten feel overtaxed and 
overwhelmed during finals 
week, according to an Oc-
tober report by the Ameri-
can Psychological Associa-
tion. Things like stress and 
anxiety “decrease students’ 
intellectual and emotion-
al flexibility, weaken their 
creativity and undermine 
their interest in new knowl-
edge, ideas and experienc-
es,” the report read.

Calm Before the Storm 
will seek to curb or even 
eliminate such nega-
tive consequences for 
students. 

Hours of studying 

without any breaks can 
actually prove to be det-
rimental. Instead of try-
ing to cram all the infor-
mation possible into their 
brains, students should opt 
to take some time to wind 
down away from their 
textbooks. 

“It’s just important to re-
lax between long study pe-
riod times. The mind can 
only take so much informa-
tion; you need some time 
to process it,” Hoang said. 
“A way of doing that and 
possibly even de-stressing 
at the same time is getting 
away and engaging in vari-
ous activities.”

Taking time away from 
all the textbooks allows 
students to be more pro-
ductive when it comes to 
things like writing papers, 
and also gives students an 
opportunity to efficient-
ly process the information 
they have gathered through 
studying, Hoang said. 

Aside from the activities 
that will be held at Calm 
Before the Storm, students 
can also do other things to 
help alleviate the feeling 

of stress and anxiety. Deep 
breathing, going on walks 
and consuming a well-bal-
anced meal are also effec-
tive ways to help students 

relax, Hoang said.
Calm Before the Storm 

will take place Thursday in 
the Quad between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m.

Students to de-stress with puppies, art

Puppy therapy will be one of the ways students can handle the 
stress of finals at the “Calm Before the Storm” event.

YUNUEN BONAPARTE / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTO

Event will feature puppy thera-
py, health tips and rock painting 
to help de-stress before finals

RUDY CHINCHILLA
Daily Titan

Bus: Student misuse of 
passes deepened deficit  

STUDENT

PARKING VIOLATION

How the CSUF OCTA bus
program is funded

$500,000
Deficit

$790,856
bus progam

Parking
permit

Parking
ticket50%50%

50%50%

The OCTA bus pas program is funded through fees paid by students purchasing parking permits 
and paying parking tickets, but a lack of funds has created a deficit in recent years. 

MIKE TRUJILLO / DAILY TITAN

CONTINUED FROM     1

@theDailyTitan
follow us

Updating you from the newsroom 
and around the campus.
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BEFORE YOU POST!
Is it true?

Is it helpful?

Is it inspiring?

It is necessary?

Is it kind?

Then why post?

studies found in http://nobullying.com/cyber-bullying-statistics/

Cyberbullying was found to have effects upon the self-esteem and of up to 70% of young people.

BY THE
SPONSORED

A Cal State Fullerton 
professor who passed away 
earlier this month will be 
remembered with the cre-
ation of a new fund that 
will give history students 
scholarships to pay for their 
books.

Gordon Bakken, Ph.D, a 
history professor, died this 

month after a battle with 
cancer. The fund created 
in his honor was started by 
Colleen Green, a CSUF li-
brarian and former student 
of Bakken’s.

A fund for textbooks in 
Bakken’s name is appropri-
ate, said history major Mad-
ison Pavia-Logan, because 
Bakken was well-known 
for his demanding courses, 
which required a wide vari-
ety of reading and multiple 
books. 

“In the classes that he 
taught, he would always 

require a lot of books,” Pa-
via-Logan said. “The class 
that I had with him, we had 
a booklist of 17.” 

The fund is composed 
of three different commit-
ments and currently totals 
nearly $2,000, said Alina 
Mircea-Trotz, director of 
development for the College 
of Humanities. 

The first scholarship from 
the fund is expected to be 
disbursed in spring 2015, 
Mircea-Trotz said. 

Whether the funds will be 
used for a single or multiple 

awards has yet to be decid-
ed. A scholarship commit-
tee within the history de-
partment will make those 
kinds of specific decisions, 
she said. 

The long-term goal for 
the fund is to turn it into 
an endowment that would 
award scholarships to stu-
dents for textbook purchas-
es year after year, Mir-
cea-Trotz said.

Pavia-Logan said Bak-
ken required a lot from his 
students, but he was also 
extremely involved with 

helping students in their 
extracurricular history 
endeavors. 

He was the chapter presi-
dent for the Phi Alpha The-
ta History Honorary Society 
and would frequently attend 
conferences with students. 

“As a professor, he was 
one of the most involved, 
supportive professors I’ve 
ever had,” Pavia-Logan 
said. 

Eric Ortega shared that 
sentiment. He became a 
graduate assistant to Bak-
ken after taking his class in 

one of his earlier semesters 
as a graduate student. 

He said Bakken was al-
ready struggling because 
of his cancer, but he still 
took time to teach students 
and never lost any of his 
energy. 

“We were all just amazed 
that he was pushing him-
self as hard as he was, but 
that was kind of his charac-
ter,” Ortega said. “No mat-
ter what his age was, he was 
so full of energy and vital-
ity and desire to be in the 
classroom.” 

Visitors to the event 
could play “loteria,” a bin-
go-like game, learn how to 
make a piñata or learn the 
ballet folklorico dance. 

Each activity had an ex-
planation of its history and 
participants would be able 
to learn about each of the 
activities, Suarez said.

Faculty expressed the 
importance of events of 
this nature on campus. 

Rosario Jasis, a professor 
in the reading department, 
said these events bring stu-
dents and faculty togeth-
er while raising cultural 
awareness.

Jasis teaches a class that 
promotes language and lit-
eracy in young children, 

and said being a part of ex-
periences like this is im-
portant for her students. 

“These are great ways 
that we can incorporate 
and build into the curricu-
lum that we can make lan-
guage and literacy a fun 
experience while making it 
culturally relevant for a lot 
of our Latino youth,” Jasis 
said. 

Long-term goal for the scholar-
ship is to provide recurring aid 
for students to buy books

ALEX GROVES
Daily Titan

Book scholarship started in honor of professor

Posadas: Raising cultural awareness
CONTINUED FROM     1

CSUF  students and Fullerton community members participate in various activities at the Las Posadas event put on by Mesa Coporativa de CSUF. The event was held in the Quad Tuesday and featured a 
candlelight tribute, piñata making and lessons in dance from members of Ballet Folklorico de CSUF. 

 MARIAH CARRILLO / DAILY TITAN
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The bands were rocking, 
the drinks were flowing and 
friends reminisced about 
their history with Back Alley 
Bar and Grill. 

Back Alley celebrated its 
15-year anniversary Friday 
through Monday with live 
bands, raffles, giveaways and 
Jägermeister girls. Each day a 
different DJ or band played.

People trickled in Saturday 
night until it was packed, the 
security guard checked IDs 
and then handed them a raf-
fle ticket. Everyone headed 
straight for the bar, ordering 
their favorite beverage from 
beer to kamikazes.

The air reeked of smoke 
from people smoking ciga-
rettes on the patio, while oth-
ers shot colored pool balls 
in every direction across the 
green felt table and listened 
to DJ Connect spin techno 
favorites.

Sabrina Rodriguez, 27, 
said she remembers when she 
first turned 21. She went to 
Back Alley, danced all night 
and took shots.

“Random people bought 
me shots all night, because it 
was my 21st birthday, it was 
so much fun,” Rodriguez 
said. “I don’t come here as 
often as I used to, but I still 
like to come and have a drink 
after a long day at work.”

Monday night, the actual 
anniversary, included a very 
intimate group of bar-go-
ers that have been going to 

Back Alley for years and call 
themselves the “Back Alley 
Crew.” 

The band Dig not only 
played classic 80s songs, but 
also favorites from Justin 
Timberlake and Prince while 
Jägermeister girls handed 
out free bottle openers, shot 
glasses and T-shirts that said 
“15th Birthday, We Survived 
Puberty.”

Back Alley may not be a 
new craft cocktail bar where 

they serve muddled up herbs 
and fruit with liquor, but it is 
the epitome of a bar where 
people come to grab a drink 
and relax.

Rodriguez said she used 
to come to Back Alley even 
when the line was long and 
the bar was  packed.

“Back Alley has some 
of the strongest drinks for 
cheap,” she said.

Back Alley has been a sta-
ple in downtown Fullerton 

nightlife for college students 
and older generations. It has 
seen its fair share of 21st 
birthdays, job promotions 
and end-of-semester celebra-
tions in the last 15 years.

While bars and business-
es have come and gone in 
downtown Fullerton in the 
last 15 years, Back Alley has 
remained and thrived. San-
dy Kates and his son Bran-
dy opened up the bar in 1999 
when the area was comprised 

of antique shops and stores 
that closed at 5 p.m., and 
are still owned by the same 
family.

Joel Beers, a manager at 
Back Alley, said the key to 
Back Alley’s main success 
has been consistency.

“We have a core of regu-
lars who make it a genuine 
local’s bar during the day, 
and at night we get a bunch of 
local college kids and people 
from all over the area. Plus, 

it’s family owned, and San-
dy really does consider all his 
employees as part of his ex-
tended family.”

They doubled the bar’s size 
in 2005 by taking over a for-
mer music store, now called 
Front Street. The bars are 
connected by a wooden hall-
way and are always packed.

Back Alley’s 15th birth-
day is just a small milestone 
of many more years in down-
town Fullerton.

Associated Students, Inc. 
and The Fashion Club at 
Cal State Fullerton are put-
ting on a fashion show this 
week, entitled COLOUR: 
A Fashion Show.

The event takes place 
this week during the As-
sociated Students Produc-
tions Week Showcase. The 
purpose of these events is 
to bring the CSUF com-
munity an array of social, 
cultural and educational 
programs, according to an 
Associated Students press 
release.

Natalynne Tran, founder 
and president of The Fash-
ion Club, is head of the 
fashion show.

“The fashion show will 
be showcasing cloth-
ing brands that are local 
around Orange County 
and Los Angeles, and they 
will be spring and summer 
fashions,” Tran said.

Tran chose the theme, 
COLOUR, because of its 
association with the up-
coming seasons. 

“It’s one large blanket 
term for spring and sum-
mer fashions,” Tran said. 
“Everything you will see 
in the show is going to be 
colorful. From the mod-
els down to the clothes and 
their makeup.”

“It’s a mix of majors be-
cause it’s an industry or ca-
reer focus group. Fashion 
is one of those areas where 
it doesn’t necessarily mat-
ter what major you are. 
You just go into the area of 
what major you are,” said 
Laura Neal, college career 
specialist for arts, enter-
tainment and communica-
tions and advisor for the 
Fashion Club.

Tran founded the Fash-
ion Club because CSUF 
doesn’t offer any fash-
ion majors or classes. She 
found people on cam-
pus who shared her inter-
est in the fashion industry 
and created the club three 
years ago. The club focus-
es on all the aspects of the 

fashion industry like busi-
ness, advertising, style and 
graphic design.

“Fashion is what? Bot-
tomline, it’s a business,” 
Neal said.

Tran encourages people 
to notice the flyer Fash-
ion Club has distributed. 
The flyer depicts a model 
with paint on her face. This 
gives the students an idea 
of what to expect for the 
fashion show.

The Fashion Club does 
these events to further 
their career development 
for the industry. 

The fashion show will 
be as much of a benefit for 
the students as it is for the 
club. 

As for the event itself, 
Tran promises it will be 
spectacular.

 “There will be flashy, 
colorful lights. It’ll feel 
like you’re at a concert or a 
rave,” Tran said.

The event is a cam-
puswide event and open to 
all students. It will take 
place in the Titan Stu-
dent Union Pavilions BC, 
Thursday at 7 p.m.

The Fashion Club is preparing 
to splash some color onto the 
CSUF scene Thursday

AUBREY SAULS
Daily Titan

The fashion show this year will feature local brands from Orange County and vibrant spring and 
summer colors. COLOR: A Fashion Show will be in the Titan Student Union Pavilions BC Thursday.

MARIAH CARRILLO / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTO

Back Alley Bar and Grill opened 15 years ago by Sandy Kates and his son Brandy. To celebrate their milestone, the downtown Fullerton bar hosted a weekend of events 
which included concerts and raffles. Artists like DJ Connect and Dig performed throughout the weekend to help celebrate.

RACHAEL GARCIA / DAILY TITAN

Family-owned bar and grill 
celebrates 15 years of 
business with special event

RACHAEL GARCIA
Daily Titan

Back Alley holds four-day celebration

TSU to host colorful fashion show

Check out our daily Instagram posts!
Including exclusive photos, 

behind-the-scenes shots 
and previews of stories 
before they go to print.

@theDailyTitan
follow us on
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It’s the most wonder-
ful time of the year and the 
University Singers, Concert 
Choir, Titan Men’s Chorus, 
Women’s Choir and the Uni-
versity Symphony Orchestra 
want to help ring in the holi-
days with the School of Mu-
sic’s Deck The Hall at Cal 
State Fullerton! 

This grand musical pro-
duction features classic car-
ols, holiday favorites and au-
dience sing-alongs.

Holiday classics such as 
It’s The Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year, Jingle Bell 
Rock, Joy To The World, 

The Twelve Days of Christ-
mas and Hallelujah are 
featured.

“We hope that they get 
inspired for the season. We 
hope that when they go 
there, they feel like Christ-
mas is really here,” said 
Christopher W. Peterson, 
professor of choral music ed-
ucation and one of three con-
ductors of Deck The Hall at 
Cal State Fullerton! 

Kimo Furumoto and 
Christopher Gravis will also 
be directing the show.

Familiar holiday tunes 
performed with a twist can 
be expected from the show. 
For example, Silent Night is 
performed in an uncommon 
yet ambient arrangement by 
John Rutter. 

Music from Disney, 
composer Ralph Vaughan 

Williams, The Nutcracker 
and Home Alone also make 
an appearance. 

The show offers a lot of 
variety. At times, the orches-
tra plays alone or the sing-
ers perform a capella. Sing-
alongs with the audience are 
known to break out, espe-

cially when O Come All Ye 
Faithful plays.

Approximately 250 sing-
ers and a symphony or-
chestra of over 100 mem-
bers share the stage. The 
grand event showcases every 

student choir and orchestra 
at CSUF. The majority of the 
students performing in Deck 
The Hall are in preparation 
to become professional musi-
cians and instructors. 

Performers will be dressed 
in traditional concert attire, 
such as choir gowns or tux-

edos, along with Santa hats 
to add a holiday touch. The 
show’s venue, Meng Con-
cert Hall, will be beautiful-
ly decked with garland and 
poinsettias in celebration of 
the season. Special guests 

include Santa Claus and in 
past events, Tuffy the Titan.

Additionally, Deck The 
Hall is an excellent opportu-
nity for first-time visitors of 
Meng Concert Hall to see the 
venue in all its glory. Out-
standing acoustics, subtleties 
and unobstructed sound are a 
few of the hall’s impressive 
features that are sure to en-
gage the audience’s ears. 

Even Grammy Award-win-
ning groups have expressed 
interest for recording in the 
concert hall, Peterson said.

Peterson hopes that mem-
bers of the CSUF commu-
nity take advantage of this 
wonderful holiday event, 
considering that a show of 
this caliber with a live or-
chestra, large choir and even 
in this price range is hard to 
come by without having to 

drive far into South Orange 
County or Los Angeles.

This musical extrava-
ganza sells out quickly and 
has assigned seating, so it 
is strongly advised to pur-
chase tickets as soon as pos-
sible. The show runs just 
under two hours including 
intermission. 

The show will take place 
Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sun-
day at 4 p.m. Tickets are 
$30 for the general pub-
lic and $25 with a Titan 
discount.

There will also be a mat-
inee on Saturday at 3 p.m. 
Tickets for that perfor-
mance are $25 for the gen-
eral public and $20 with a 
Titan discount. Tickets can 
be purchased at the Clayes 
Performing Arts Center box 
office and online. 

Tis the season to ‘Deck the Hall’
A variety of Christmas classics 
will be played at the School of 
Music’s Deck the Hall concert 

DENISE DE LA CRUZ
For the Daily Titan

The University Singers, Concert Choir, Titan Men’s Chorus, Women’s Choir and the University Symphony Orchestra will all take the stage together in the Meng Concert Hall this weekend. 
COURTESY OF CSUF 

CHRISTOPHER PETERSON
Professor of Choral Music Education

   We hope that they get inspired for the 
season. We hope that when they go there, 
they feel like Christmas is really here.

““

Deck the Hall at Cal State 
Fullerton!
• Meng Concert Hall
• Saturday-Sunday
• $30, $25 with Titan discount
• $25, $20 with Titan discount for Saturday 

matinee

Kiss Me, Kate
• Little Theatre
• Thursday-Sunday
• $22, $20 with Titan discount

COLOUR: A Fashion Show
• TSU Pavilions BC
• Thursday
• Free

Thursday Night Film Series: 
Guardians of the Galaxy
• TSU Theater
• Thursday
• Free

Ronald Reiss
• Begovich Gallery
• Wednesday-Thursday
• Free

WEEKEND PLANS
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In July 2015, Californians 
will have a liberty taken away 
from them. Plastic bags will no 
longer be provided at grocery 
stores and supermarkets. In-
stead, California shoppers will 
be forced to either bring their 
own reusable bag or pay a 10 
cent tax to use a recycled paper 
bag from the store.  

The Senate Bill 270 was ap-
proved by Gov. Jerry Brown 
and meant to reduce the amount 
of plastic pollution in Califor-
nia. However, the bill only bans 
grocery stores using plastic 
bags and thin fruit and vegeta-
ble bags. All other versions of 
plastic bags will still be legal. 

The American Progressive 
Bag Alliance, a coalition of 
plastic bag manufacturers, says 
it will seek a voter referendum 
to overturn California’s law. 

“If this law were allowed to 
go into effect, it would jeopar-
dize thousands of California 
manufacturing jobs, hurt the 
environment and fleece con-
sumers for billions so grocery 
store shareholders and their 
union partners can line their 
pockets,” said Lee Califf, ex-
ecutive director of the man-
ufacturer trade group, in a 
statement.

Eliminating grocery bags 
won’t have that large of an im-
pact on the total amount waste 
the average Californian creates. 
All bags, not just grocery bags, 
along with sacks and other 
wraps account for only 1.6 per-
cent of city solid waste materi-
als, according to the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. 
High-density polyethylene 
bags, the most common type 
of plastic grocery bag, make up 
just .3 percent of this total. 

The science behind the argu-
ment that plastic bags are worse 
for the environment than paper 
bags or cotton reusable bags 
is questionable. A paper bag, 
which will still be available for 
10 cents, must be used three 
times before its global warming 
impact is lower than continuing 
to use single-use plastic bags, 
according to a study by the 
United Kingdom Environment 
Agency. 

There have also been sever-
al studies that have found that 
plastic bag bans can lead to in-
creased health problems due to 
food contamination from harm-
ful and dangerous bacteria that 
remain in the reusable bags.

University of Pennsylvania 
Law Professor Jonathan Klick 
and George Mason Universi-
ty Law Professor and Econo-
mist Joshua Wright found that 
San Francisco’s plastic bag ban 
in 2007 resulted in an ensuing 
spike in hospital emergency 
room visits due to E. coli, sal-
monella and campylobacter-re-
lated infectious diseases by up 
to 100 percent. 

This ban takes away the free-
dom of a person to choose what 
bag is best for them. This is a 
country founded on a democ-
racy, and a person’s right to 
choose for themselves.

The proposed alternatives, 
paper bags and reusable bags, 
are clearly not better options 
than plastic. Both paper and re-
usable bags are more expensive 
to consumers, they aren’t en-
tirely better for the environment 
and they have increased health 
risks that come with them.

Banning grocery stores from 
using plastic bags will not 
change the environment dras-
tically, but it will change how 
consumers live, and potentially, 
their long-term health.

It’s fantastic that Gov. Jer-
ry Brown signed off on the 
nation’s first statewide plas-
tic bag ban. The signing of 
Senate Bill 270, which bans 
the use of plastic grocery 
bags as of July 2015, is a 
huge environmental win for 
the state of California and 
the Pacific Ocean. 

State Sen. Alex Padilla 
(D-Los Angeles) gives credit 
to large cities and countries 
like San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, which have recent-
ly established the bans.

While plastic bags of-
fer brief convenience—the 
same convenience a recycled 
paper bag can provide—the 
environmental damage they 
cause is horrendous and far 
outweighs their benefits.

Plastic bags are made 
from polyethylene, a chemi-
cal compound that is created 
from petroleum, which can 
take up to 20 years to biode-
grade, according to the U.S. 
National Park Service. 

California uses more than 
20 billion bags each year as 
of 2012, according to Green 
Cities California and Clean 
Seas Coalition. 

From that literal moun-
tain of plastic, no more than 
5 percent of the bags are 
recycled. 

Many of these non-recy-
cled bags find their way to 
the ocean, where they reek 
havoc on the ecosystem. 
Seabirds, sea turtles, fish 
and marine mammals at-
tempt to eat the bags, mis-
taking them for food, which 
can cause serious harm or 
kill the animal. 

A study conducted in the 

North Sea found that more 
than 90 percent of all birds 
in the area had plastics in 
their stomachs. Considering 
California’s coast is just as 
urbanized, if not more than 
any coastal North Sea coun-
try, it would not be a stretch 
to assume that California 
coastal birds are just as full 
of plastic.  

Apart from animals eat-
ing the bags, animal entan-
glement is another major en-
vironmental problem plastic 
bags cause. 

Entanglement from plas-
tic bags can cause suffoca-
tion, starvation, drowning, 
increased vulnerability to 
predators or other injuries, 
according to the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

The entangled animal’s 
movement can result in ex-
haustion or development 
of an infection from deep 
wounds caused by the tight-
ening bag.  

The bags can also dramat-
ically alter ecosystems. An-
imals aren’t the only crea-
tures the bags effect; plants 
and non-mobile animals can 
be smothered and killed by 
plastic bags. 

Besides the environmental 
benefits of eliminating plas-
tic bags, the bag ban also 
provides $2 million to local 
bag manufacturers to start 
making thicker, reusable 
plastic bags. 

This is the start of a clean-
er and more environmentally 
conscious California. Hope-
fully more states will see the 
positive environmental ef-
fects of the ban and follow 
suit. After all, we’re going 
to have to clean up after our-
selves, either we start now or 
regret not starting later.  

KYLE LOWE
For the Daily Titan

VALERIA VAZQUEZ
For the Daily Titan

MIKE TRUJILLO / DAILY TITAN

The bag ban takes 
away consumers’ 
right to choose

The bag ban will 
clean up California’s 

ecosystem

Devil’s Advocate
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Frequent electronic device 
use is linked to poor 

academic performance, 
anxiety and unhappiness.

studies found in
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0747563213003993
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Not on campus 
every day?

That’s okay!

Read all the stories 
online at:

www.dailytitan.com

Read all stories on your 
computer or mobile 

device

Comment on stories

Search the website for 
past stories you might 

have missed

Watch our multimedia 
packages

HEALTH AND FITNESS

Top nutritional company 
with world’s most famous 
doctor seeks 2 key people 

for health and fitness 
industry. Flexible Hours. 

Contact Scott at 310-
428-3680 or scott@

mytruehealthandwealth.com
Email scott@

mytruehealthandwealth.com

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Everything has beauty, but not everyone sees it.” 

– Confucius

JOKES OF THE DAY

Q: What dog keeps the best time? 

A: A watch dog. 

Q: What did the judge say when 
the skunk walked in the court 

room? 

A: Odor in the court. 

Q: What did the fish say when he 
swam into the wall? 

A: Dam! 

ARIES 
(MARCH 21 - APRIL 19):

You may have a sinking feeling today as you re-
alize that your actions aren’t necessarily support-
ing your desires. Ironically, you’re still tempted 
to continue on your current path of denial. 

TAURUS
(APRIL 20 - MAY 20):

You might be stuck behind a wall of worry, 
holding onto old beliefs that are no longer rel-
evant to your current situation. Nevertheless, 
you still could create convincing stories to jus-
tify your fears.

GEMINI
(MAY 21 - JUNE 20):

There’s no need to stay in constant motion to-
day. Although you might not accomplish your 
goals while moving at high speeds, you could be 
happily surprised with how much you can finish 
by slowing down.

CANCER 
(JUNE 21 - JULY 22):

Finding the right words to accurately describe 
your feelings isn’t always easy. However, the re-
flective Moon is back in your introspective sign, 
increasing your emotional sensitivity.

LEO
(JULY 23 - AUG. 22):

Your confidence soars now that your goals are 
in sight, but the cosmic forces remind you that 
everything still takes longer than you expect. 

VIRGO
(AUG. 23 - SEPT. 22):

Performing mental gymnastics might be a clever 
way to maintain your illusion of control today. 
However, there’s nothing to be gained now by 
struggling with your analysis of a crucial rela-
tionship issue.

LIBRA
(SEPT. 23 - OCT. 22):

You usually don’t like playing the role of a mother 
hen, but the nurturing Cancer Moon’s presence in 
your 10th House of Responsibility encourages you 
to stick your nose in everyone else’s business. 

SCORPIO 
(OCT. 23 - NOV. 21):

Unexpected events at work might require so much 
of your undivided attention today that you for-
get to check in with your feelings. However, your 
emotions can explode into consciousness. 

SAGITTARIUS
(NOV. 22 - DEC. 21):

A surprising emotional encounter isn’t usu-
ally enough to adversely affect your natural 
optimism, yet you might forget to count your 
blessings today. Although you can sidestep the 
oncoming negativity.

CAPRICORN 
(DEC. 22 - JAN. 19):

You may grow annoyed with a close friend who 
seems overly needy today. Unfortunately, you 
might even misinterpret someone’s emotional 
behavior as an apparent sign of weakness.

AQUARIUS
(JAN. 20 - FEB. 18):

Don’t waste any valuable time brooding over 
how others perceive you today. Thankfully, you 
are likely to receive emotional support from 
your close friends and family, inspiring you to 
move through.

PISCES
(FEB. 19 - MARCH 20):

An unspoken attraction could suddenly morph 
into an obsession today, especially if you are try-
ing to ignore strong feelings you have for some-
one special. 
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While Cal State Ful-
lerton athletics are most-
ly known for their baseball 
program, the Titans basket-
ball team has produced sev-
eral quality players through-
out the NBA’s Development 
League.

Four former CSUF bas-
ketball players were select-
ed in the 2014 NBA Devel-
opmental Draft in October, 
and all four have made con-
tributions to their respective 
teams.

D.J. Seeley was the first 

Titan selected in the draft 
as the first pick of the sec-
ond round by the Delaware 
87ers. 

In his seven games with 
the 87ers, Seeley has aver-
aged 13.6 points per contest 
to go along with an impres-
sive 48 percent mark from 
3-point range. 

He has led the 76ers af-
filiate in scoring twice so 
far this season, as they have 
begun the year with a 3-4 
record.

During his two years at 
Cal State Fullerton, Seeley 
averaged 17.6 points and 4.9 
rebounds per game while 
shooting 45.5 percent from 
the field and knocking down 
129 3-pointers.

Seeley was a National 

Association of Basketball 
Coaches All-District Second 
Team selection following the 
2012-13 season, and was the 
Big West Newcomer of the 
Year following his All-Big 
West First Team campaign 
in 2011-12.

Omondi Amoke was se-
lected fifth in the second 
round of the draft by the 
Grand Rapids Drive.

 He has not recorded any 
statistics this season, as is 
not currently listed on the 
Drive’s active roster.

Amoke averaged 10.8 
points and 9.1 rebounds 
during the 2011-12 sea-
son at Fullerton, and was 
a Big West Second Team 
selection.

His 273 rebounds during 

the 2011-12 season rank 
fourth all-time in Cal State 
Fullerton single-season 
history.

2014 Big West Newcom-
er of the Year Michael Wil-
liams was selected as the 
15th pick of the second 
round by the Sioux Falls 
Skyforce. 

He is averaging nine 
points and four assists per 
contest through the first sev-
en games of the Skyforce’s 
season, where they are off to 
a 3-5 start.

The only player to start all 
31 games for the Titans last 
year, Williams was named 
to the Big West Conference 
Second Team after leading 
the Titans in points (17.4 
ppg), 3-pointers (71) and 

assists (76).
He recorded double figures 

in all 31 games, including 12 
20-point performances. 

Sammy Yeager was cho-
sen as the ninth pick of the 
seventh round by the Los 
Angeles D-Fenders. 

He was cut by the D-Fend-
ers in November after play-
ing the 2013-2014 season 
with the Texas Legends, 
also of the Developmental 
League.

Yeager averaged 15.8 
points and 4.4 rebounds per 
game during the 2012-13 
season. 

He set a CSUF single-sea-
son record by shooting 44.6 
percent from 3-point range, 
knocking down 66 treys on 
the year.

The last former Titan 
known to be playing profes-
sional basketball is Kwame 
Vaughn, who is starring for 
the Ironi Kfar Hamaccabia 
Ramat Gan basketball team 
in Israel, scoring just un-
der 27 points per game this 
season.

Vaughn averaged 17 points 
per game during his two sea-
sons with the Titans.

While no CSUF alum-
ni are currently playing in 
the NBA, the continued im-
provement from former Ti-
tans on their respective 
teams could give them the 
opportunity to be the first 
alums to play in the league 
since Josh Akognon played 
three games for the Dallas 
Mavericks in 2013.

The Minnesota Twins se-
lected former Titan outfield-
er Austin Diemer in the 28th 
round. 

Diemer had a rough sea-
son for the Elizabethton 
Twins, hitting just .227 and 
striking out 53 times in just 
55 games. 

Catcher Jared Deacon was 

the final Titan selected in the 
draft. 

He was picked by the San 
Francisco Giants in the 33rd 
round. 

Deacon started 38 games 
at catcher for Fullerton in 
2014 and was known more 
for his defense than his bat. 

His struggles at the plate 
continued in the minor 
leagues.

 Deacon hit .218 with just 
three extra base hits for the 
Salem-Keizer Volcanoes and 
the San Jose Giants. 

All of these former Titans 
will play in their first com-
plete minor league season in 
2015. 

They hope to soon be add-
ed to the prestigious list of 
CSUF alumni to play in the 
major leagues.

CONTINUED FROM     1

Both Matt Chapman and JD Davis had impressive showings in their minor league debuts after starring at the plate for the Titans during the 2014 season, as both players hope for big 2015 campaigns.
COURTESY OF TITAN ATHLETICS

Baseball: 2014 draftees impress in minor leagues

Former Titans playing well in D-League
Michael Williams and DJ Seeley 
have each impressed in their 
short time in the D-League

JOSEPH ANDERSON
Daily Titan

Michael Williams has been a consistent contributor for the Sioux Fall Skyforce this season. Conversely, Kwame Vaughn has taken his talents overseas and is currently starring in an Israeli league.
ROBERT HUSKEY / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTOWINNIE HUANG / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTO
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