


Trip to Hungary inspires career
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If Dan Hagerty didn’t 
travel to Hungary with 
Cal State Fullerton’s study 
abroad program and break 
down his concept of national 
boundaries, he would have 
never believed that he could 
someday teach in Sweden. 

“There’s not a barrier 
there anymore. I don’t feel 
like I have to stay in South-
ern California. I don’t have 
to stay in the United States. 
I can go wherever and I 
know that I’ll be fine be-
cause of this experience,” 
Hagerty said. 

The 24-year-old histo-
ry major is finishing up his 
teaching credentials at UC 
Irvine after graduating from 
CSUF in 2013 upon his re-
turn from studying 19th 
and 20th century history in 
Hungary. 

“Because of that, I came 
back and feel like ‘now the 
world is my oyster,’” Hag-
erty said. “Before, I would 
have never thought of 
that.” 

He booked mini-trips, 
dictating them in foreign 
languages, traveled by trol-
ley car and spent a week 
in Transylvania in a tiny 
mountain village with less 
than 50 inhabitants.

His routine in Transylva-
nia was getting up early for 
a breakfast served by his 
host family, exploring 15th 
and 16th century castles and 
going back to the village to 
have dinner. 

He and his friends would 
go to the bar at night, hang 
out with the locals and sing 
nationalist Hungarian songs 

and at two in the morn-
ing and  would walk back 
to their home base in pitch 
black.

“It was really terrifying 
walking back at 2 a.m.,” Ha-
gerty said. 

 Hagerty encourages stu-
dents to do everything they 
can when they travel abroad. 
To not hold back, because 
it’s an adventure and when 
you get back you realize that 
there’s still more you can 
do, he said.

“The more you experience 
new environments, new cul-
tures, new opinions, diverse 
perspectives, the more you 
grow … the more interest-
ing of a human being you 
become,” Hagerty said.

Only 3 percent of CSUF 
students study abroad, said 

Michelle Hotta, who was a 
student advisor for the study 
abroad program for two 
years. Hotta is a self-pro-
claimed study abroad ad-
vocate and encourages stu-
dents to get involved with 
the global world, as it pro-
vides many benefits. Hotta, 
who will be graduating this 
semester with a bachelor’s 
in communications, traveled 
with the study abroad pro-
grams to France, as well as 
Italy.

It helps students gain 
their independence and find 
themselves, Hotta said.

“I tell everyone, ‘Don’t 
think about (the movie) Tak-
en,” she said.“You have to 
be open to meeting every-
one, not just Americans.” 

Hotta had to remind 

her group while in France 
where they were. She said 
someone would mention 
In-N-Out Burger and ev-
eryone would get sad, and 
she couldn’t believe they 
were worried about missing 
fast food from California. 

However, there are some 
American delicacies travel-
ers can bring as a comfort-
able reminder from home. 
One thing Hotta already 
knew to bring, as an experi-
enced traveler, was a jar of 
peanut butter.

For Hagerty, on their 
second day in Hungary, 
they stopped at a shop. He 
thought to himself, ‘Ok, I 
need shampoo and I need 
peanut butter and that will 
get me through the next two 
days.’ Pacing in the store for 

about seven or eight min-
utes, baffled, he looked at 
the Nutella and the Jelly, 
but no peanut butter was in 
between. 

He walked a one-mile ra-
dius to every store looking 
for peanut butter and iron-
ically, in Transylvania, he 
found it. He bought a pack 
of about 500 plastic spoons 
and then walked around 
eating the peanut butter. 
“It was phenomenal,” he 
said.

“I’m sure people think it’s 
funny, but seriously, the one 
thing I would have liked to 
have known is that you can’t 
find peanut butter,” Hagerty 
said.

Food is often a culture 
shock for new travelers. Ev-
elyn Chang, a 21-year-old 

business major, went to 
Germany for her study 
abroad program and found 
that the Germans con-
sumed cold meals rather 
than hot ones, which she 
wasn’t used to.

Even more shocking to 
Hotta was that her class-
es in France had 15 minute 
smoke breaks—a rather dif-
ferent view of smoking than 
CSUF’s.

Hagerty, Hotta and Chang 
all experienced different 
countries and took differ-
ent courses for their majors, 
and though they all had dis-
tinct experiences, they agree 
that traveling and study-
ing abroad in particular is a 
good thing.

Chang’s advice was to 
keep an open mind.

Alumnus’ time abroad 
changes student’s 
outlook on job

FIONA PITT
Daily Titan

Traveling abroad gives students a sense of independence and opens their eyes to different cultures. Only a miniscule amount  of students at Cal State Fullerton, 3 
percent, choose to study abroad. 

 COURTESY OF DAN HAGERTY
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US provides fresh start for first generation student

Criminal activities in 
Guadalajara caused the 
Reynoso family to uproot 
from their home and coun-
try and leave behind their 
friends, family, established 
businesses and culture.

Jaime Reynoso was near-
ing his ninth birthday when 
he, his father, mother and 
sister moved from Guada-
lajara, Mexico to Fullerton 
on Nov. 3, 2004, because 
of fear that they might be 
kidnapped.

The Reynosos had worked 
hard to provide a com-
fortable lifestyle in Mex-
ico,  creating businesses 
that would become produc-
tive and providing a steady 

income for themselves and 
others. However, it became 
apparent that moving far 
away was their only choice 
to protect, and possibly 
save, their children from the 
harm that was growing due 
to the kidnapping of peo-
ple who owned established 
businesses.

Jamie is 19 years old, a 
first generation college stu-
dent in his freshman year 
at CSUF. He is majoring 
in biology and planning on 
becoming an orthopedic 
surgeon.

“Since I was little, I knew 
that I always wanted to go 
pursue more knowledge be-
yond high school. I knew 
that I wanted a career that 
I can succeed in and a ca-
reer that I could love,” Jamie 
said.  “Not just do it for the 

money, but something that I 
know I would enjoy doing, 
and I knew that I had to go 
to college to do that.”

But when he arrived at 
California at 8 years old, he 
did not speak English, and 
was having a difficult time 
paying attention in class due 
to the language barrier.

In Mexico, Jaime attended 
Catholic school so when he 

moved to the U.S., the plan 
was to continue his educa-
tion in a Catholic elemen-
tary school. However, the 
school would not take him 
because he could not speak 
English, so his mother en-
rolled him in the local ele-
mentary school.

“The teachers did tell me 
he was going to struggle be-
cause of the language bar-
rier,” said Jaime’s moth-
er, Maria Reynoso.  “But 
thanks to a teacher at Sun-
set Lane, Mr. Jenish, I will 
never forget his name, he 
did a big change in my son. 
He gave him the time, and at 
six months he was speaking 
English.”

Jaime quickly became an 
honors student and excelled 
in both academics and soc-
cer, a sport he played as a 

boy back in Mexico. 
Jaime’s parents did not go 

to college. His father only 
completed grammar school 
and his mother graduated 
from high school in Santa 
Monica.

Jaime Sr. owned a very 
successful car dealership 
and a reconstructive an-
tique automobile business. 
Maria had a thriving trade 
that sold makeup, hair 
products and clothing for 
women.

Moving to the U.S. was 
a major culture shock. 
From neighbors not greet-
ing one another, to paying 
a mortgage on a home rath-
er than paying for it in full 
with cash, as they did in 
Mexico. 

It required the entire 
Reynoso family to pull 

their means together and 
help pay for everyday living 
expenses. 

Jaime soon assimilated into 
the American culture in his 
new hometown of Fullerton. 
He made friends on the soccer 
team and in school. 

“I’m just really happy to 
be here and especially of 
everyone that has been sup-
porting me. I had a fifth 
grade teacher I remem-
ber—Mr. Jenish, that was 
his name—he always taught 
me to never give up no mat-
ter what, just to keep going 
and to always do your best,” 
Jamie said. “He really en-
couraged me and that really 
brought my self-esteem up. 
I’m just very grateful to be 
here, especially in this great 
school with great people, 
great professors. I’m just 

KATHY VARGAS
For the Daily Titan

JAMIE REYNOSO
Biology Major

    Not just do it 
for the money, but 
something that I 
know I would enjoy 
doing, and I knew 
that I had to go to 
college to do that. 

“

“
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International students say goodbye

Two peoples lives were 
completely changed when they 
decided to travel from the oth-
er side of the world and study 
at Cal State Fullerton. Now 
both students are graduating, 
and it is time to say goodbye. 

Frida Kiriakos, 27, a com-
puter science major from Jor-
dan, sat next to 22-year-old 
Nur Farhana Hasni, a busi-
ness administration major 
from Malaysia, as they cele-
brated the accomplishments 
of international students at 
Wednesdays’s annual Bon 

Voyage event, led by the Office 
of International Programs and 
Global Engagement. 

“I’m going to miss the peo-
ple that I met here that I be-
came friends with … I live on 
campus, so Cal State Fullerton 
feels like home to me,” Kiria-
kos said. 

Kiriakos, who has been 
studying at CSUF for about 
two years, said she learned 
a lot at the university and 
had good relationships with 
all of her classmates and 
professors. 

Kiriakos even shared her 
culture with other CSUF stu-
dents when she gave a speech 
at a school event for nation-
al women’s day. She talked 
about her experiences as a 
woman from Jordan and Jor-
danian women’s increasing 

role in society. 
Hasni also connected with 

the campus community by 
joining various clubs, but 
when she first came to CSUF 
more than two years ago, she 
didn’t know anyone. 

“Now I have like 300 
friends,” Hasni said. 

One of the clubs Has-
ni joined was the Adventure 
Club, where she met many 
people, several of whom be-
came new friends. 

Hasni said one of the best 
decisions she made was com-
ing to America and joining the 
Adventure Club. In Malaysia, 
she already had friends, so she 
didn’t need to engage in extra 
activities, she said. 

“When I joined this club, 
I found my true self,” Has-
ni said. “I really like traveling 

and outdoor activities … If 
I had not come to America, I 
wouldn’t have known I was 
like that.” 

Hasni said that after making 

so many friends at CSUF, it 
will be extremely difficult to 
leave them all when she re-
turns to Malaysia. 

“I don’t know how to say 

goodbye to my home, my 
friends—I already left my 
heart here, so I don’t know 
how I’m supposed to say good-
bye,” Hasni said. 

Two students 
reminisce about their 
time in America

ALEXANDER FAIRBANKS
Daily Titan

Frida Kiriakos and Nur Farhana Hasni are sad to be leaving Cal State Fullerton, but they’re leaving with 
happy memories and many friends. 

ALEXANDER FAIRBANKS / DAILY TITAN
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When Edwin Del Cid first 
told his family that he wanted 
to become a professional vid-
eo game animator, his mother 
broke down in tears. 

She wasn’t necessarily 
against animation. Del Cid 
was the family’s great hope. In 
her mind, he was going to be-
come a doctor or a lawyer. 

“It was kind of a disillusion-
ment for her,” Del Cid said. 
“After she recovered from 
the initial shock, she was like, 
‘you know what, I believe that 
you can succeed in whatever 
direction you want to go to. So 
if this is something that you 
really want, then I support you 
fully.’”

Del Cid was a good student 
with good grades. He went 
the extra mile to participate in 
his school’s advanced learn-
ing and athletic programs. 
But during class time, Del Cid 
found himself doodling on 
the borders of his notebooks, 
dreaming up cartoon charac-
ters and storylines.

While he wanted to make 
his family proud, Del Cid 
knew he didn’t want to work 
in the medical field. He was 
a passionate storyteller and 
artist who dreamt of creat-
ing video games like Skyrim 
and Oblivion, but after be-
ing bullied in school for his 
art, Del Cid gave up drawing 
altogether. 

“Back then everything that 
was popular was Pokemon 
and Yugioh … the stuff that 
you saw on TV. If you didn’t 
know how to draw that, you 
were lame,” Del Cid said. “It 
was like, ‘Why are you even 
trying? You don’t know how 

to draw. You suck at drawing, 
stop drawing.’ So, I stopped.”

Art had always been Del 
Cid’s way of escaping from 
the world. Without that outlet, 
he started having a hard time 
in school. 

“I found that I was tired ev-
ery day. I found that I would 
start crying in the middle of 
the day for no reason,” Del Cid 
said. “And there was one day 
in particular when I got home 
and I passed out in my room. 
I got really light headed and 
started breathing heavy and 
eventually I woke up and I 
was on the floor.”

After researching his symp-
toms on the internet, Del Cid 
decided to speak up about his 
condition.

“I told my mom, ‘I think 
I’m depressed.’ So the first 
thing she asked me was, ‘Have 
you thought about killing 
yourself.?’ And at that point, I 
told her no,” he said. “I was ly-
ing to her.”

Del Cid’s mother took him 
to a psychologist, who imme-
diately diagnosed him with 
anxiety and depression. De-
spite medication and psycho-
logical treatment, he began to 
practice self harm. 

“I would unfold wire 
hangers and stab them into 
my legs so I wouldn’t have 
noticeable scars. Even-
tually, that wasn’t help-
ing. It didn’t (help) me, so 
I stopped doing that alto-
gether. And I went through 
high school like that,” he 
said. 

While he continues to battle 
anxiety and depression, Del 
Cid said he finds comfort in 
his artwork and friendships on 
campus. 

During his third year at Cal 
State Fullerton, Del Cid joined 
Hermanos Unidos, a non-prof-
it organization that works 
to improve the graduation 
rate among Latino males on 

campus. With over 100 mem-
bers, the club has provided an 
on-campus home for Del Cid, 
who spends most of his time at 
CSUF. 

“Hermanos Unidos is the 
thing that pulled me out,” he 
said. “I do connect with the 
mission but overall, I have a 
personal connection with the 
organization and the people in 
it. It’s something that I think 
everybody needs and some-
thing that everybody deserves 
to have.”

Eddy Giron, a management 
major at CSUF, met Del Cid 
last fall during an Hermanos 
Unidos meeting. A fellow 
Guatemalan, Giron said Del 
Cid brings a positive energy to 
the group. 

“He’s always smiling,” 
Giron said. “But if he’s not 
studying or working on home-
work, he’s sketching in his 
notebooks.”

Del Cid has lost track of the 
number of sketchbooks he has 
owned over the years. And 
while he loves the idea of un-
finished sketchbooks, Del Cid 

said digital animation has al-
lowed him to discover ad-
vanced skills to express his 
creativity. 

“Stories, TV, video games, 

cartoons were always the 
things that I used to, get away 
from stress, get away from ev-
erything else,” Del Cid said. 
“I figured I have right now the 

opportunity to where even if I 
don’t do very well in anima-
tion, I have the chance to do 
something else afterwards, but 
why not pursue my dreams?”
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Fighting depression with animation
Student finds solace 
in pursuing his dream 
and past time 

NEREIDA MORENO
For the Daily Titan

Edwin Del Cid still struggles with anxiety and depression, but has found comfort in his artwork and 
the friendships he has made through Hermanos Unidos. 

NEREIDA MORENO / FOR THE DAILY TITAN
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Athlete pursues studies after a rough start 

At 18, being homeless 
and living out of a car with 
her father wasn’t exact-
ly Christina Burkenroad’s 
idea of living the dream. 

But now, the 21-year-old 
Cal State Fullerton wom-
en’s soccer player is a first 
generation college student 
who credits her rough start 
as the motivating factor 
behind her drive to seek 
greatness.

Life for the CSUF junior 
advertising major has been 
filled with hardship. When 

Burkenroad was 4 years 
old, her mother passed 
away, an event that altered 
her life. After her mother’s 
death, her father spiraled 
into a deep depression, 
which resulted in instabili-
ty in the home.

Support financially and 
emotionally would rest 
upon her father’s shoulders, 
but the depression put a 
strain on their relationship, 
Burkenroad said.

She appreciated her fa-
ther for his support in ev-
erything she did yet fi-
nancially, Burkenroad 
acknowledged that college 
was going to be difficult to 
attend without money.

Due to the lack of fi-
nancial stability, Burken-
road described living out 

of her father’s car when 
she was 18 as a “terrible” 
experience. 

 “We stayed at the beach, 
just like in the parking 
lot,” Burkenroad said. “Ev-
eryone assumed I had it 
made because I lived near 
the beach, but no one re-
ally knew that for some 
unknown reason my aunt 
kicked me out of her 
house,” she said.

As much as it killed her 
pride, Burkenroad chose to 
move in with her dad for 
a couple of weeks before 
reaching out to a friend. 

“I really had nowhere to 
go and I knew my dad had 
been living in his car for a 
while. I felt like I had no 
other way to turn,” Burken-
road said.  

After all, it was only her 
and her father.

Money was an issue, 
yet Burkenroad found joy 
in doing the one thing 
she loves most: playing 
soccer. 

Burkenroad was always 
energetic, she said. Playing 
outside with friends on the 
soccer field helped her es-
cape from reality and the 
struggles at home. 

She admitted to never 
being confident with aca-
demics. Her family never 
pushed getting good grades, 
so Burkenroad focused less 
on her homework and more 
on the field, she said.

She still struggles in the 
classroom, but she moti-
vates herself to go to class, 
do the work and get a good 
grade point average mostly 
to stay eligible for soccer.

Soccer would be her 
golden ticket. 

Senior year of high 
school was approaching 
and Burkenroad had not 
been recruited by a college 
team. She was a guest play-
er for a few different clubs 
but was never settled on 
one club team. 

One day, during a tour-
nament at UC San Diego, 
her club coach noticed that 
CSUF was playing on the 
field next to them. 

Coincidentally, Burken-
road’s club team coach,pre-
viously coached Demi-
an Brown, CSUF women’s 
soccer head coach, when he 
was a youth soccer player.  

The two coaches talk-
ed about the possibili-
ty of Burkenroad joining 
the women’s soccer team 
at CSUF. Brown knew he 
wanted her to be a Titan 
because of her athleticisim 
and maturity, he said.  

“We were able to see a 
real strong amount of po-
tential in her and then ob-
viously her, life story was 
motivating. It felt like 
someone who was right 
for us, for our program,” 
Brown said.

Three weeks after their 
first encounter, Burkenroad 
committed to play Division 
I soccer for CSUF.  

“This was always (my fa-
ther’s) dream—his and my 
mom’s dream, for me to go 
to a Division I school and 
play soccer,” Burkenroad 
said. “His constant belief in 
me is always good, but he’s 
not there emotionally or fi-
nancially, so that’s a huge 
struggle.” 

 Even though her life has 
been difficult given the cir-
cumstances, Burkenroad 
was able to turn it around in 
her junior season at CSUF.

In Fall 2014, the CSUF 
women’s soccer team de-
feated Long Beach State to 
claim the conference cham-
pionship for the second 
consecutive year.

Amanda Howard, 20, is 
Burkenroad’s best friend, 
roommate and teammate. 
She described their rela-
tionship as, “inseparable.” 
Burkenroad plays a vital 
role as a team leader off 
the field and as a star play-
er on the field, constantly 
looking for the ball, How-
ard said. 

“She is the center of our 
attack … we count on her 
to score,” Howard said. 
“She leads us on and off 
the field, whether she’s on 
the sideline cheering us on 
or if she’s on the field drib-
bling past a whole other 
team.” 

Burkenroad was named 
Most Valuable Player of the 
2014 Big West Conference 
tournament. 

“I think that’s what Di-
vision I sports has the po-
tential to do for people,” 
Brown said. “It’s to give 
them a chance to become 
who they are going to be 
for the rest of their lives 
regardless of where they 
came from or the beginning 
of their life was.” 

Soccer player 
overcomes hardships 
during her youth

DEVIN ULMER
Daily Titan
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College sweethearts return to CSUF

After graduation, classmates 
head their separate ways—
some back home, others to 
jobs or vacations. Some nev-
er see each other again. This 
was not the case for Dallas and 
Debbie Stout. 

The Cal State Fullerton 
alumni married after graduat-
ing in 1994 and, 20 years lat-
er, they returned to where their 
love began.  

As students, both were fully 
engaged in their education and 
extracurricular activities, and 
met while attending the Latter 

Day Saint Student Association 
Club.

Within the club circle, Dal-
las was introduced to Debbie 
by a friend, who was also Deb-
bie’s sorority sister.  

After a year or so, Dallas 
and Debbie both took positions 
as presidents of Sigma Gamma 
Chi and Lambda Delta Sigma, 
their respective fraternity and 
sorority.

Between 1993 and 1994, the 
couple shared an office in the 
Institute of Religion building 
where they planned many of 
the events and social activities 
for their chapters.

The duo shared plenty 
in common besides an of-
fice space, as they both fo-
cused their studies on clinical 
psychology.

It was during his senior year 

of high school when Dallas 
joined a peer counseling class 
that he knew what he would 
study in college.

Debbie, however, was study-
ing business until she was in-
spired by Dallas and took a 
few counseling classes. She 
discovered counseling was her 
passion.

“Watching what Dallas 
was doing in his work made 
me interested in ultimately 

switching from being a busi-
ness major,” Debbie said in an 
email.

During that time, the two 
grew closer, started dating, 
got engaged and made it offi-
cial with marriage in August 
of 1994.  

The college sweethearts 
took the next step and went off 
to grad school together. 

In 2006 and 2007, the cou-
ple made their return to CSUF 
to teach, Debbie first, then 
Dallas the year after.  

“It was a very special time 
in our lives. In many respects, 
it was like coming home,” Dal-
las said in an email.  

The couple dedicat-
ed themselves by volun-
teering, getting involved 
with clubs and meeting 
people who inspired and 

encouraged them along the 
way.  

Sharing passions with others 
only makes their appetite for 
success stronger.

The couple’s advice for 

upcoming graduates is to find 
a way to volunteer in an area of 
need, because it provides the 
world with a needed service 
and one never knows who  one 
will meet along the way. 

Alumni love story 
continues at Cal 
State Fullerton

JACKIE TAMBARA
Daily Titan

Dallas and Debbie Stout working at a dance they both put on at 
Cal State Fullerton when they were attending as students.

COURTESY OF DALLAS STOUT

DALLAS STOUT
CSUF Alumnus

    It was a very 
special time in 
our lives. In many 
respects, it was like 
coming home.

““
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Dressing the right way for graduation

This Saturday and Sun-
day, thousands of graduating 
Titans will walk across the 
commencement stage sport-
ing their caps, gowns and 
tassels. However, the cap, 
gown and tassel combina-
tion is only half of that day’s 
outfit. The other half, under 
the gown, must be chosen 
carefully.

It might seem that the 
wardrobe underneath that 
dark, oversized, gown is in-
consequential, but it’s just 
the opposite. You’ll only be 

wearing that gown, which 
will seem more like a porta-
ble sauna during the ceremo-
ny, for three hours. 

As soon as those caps are 
in the air, you’ll be wanting 
to immediately unzip, and 
whatever you’re wearing un-
derneath will be what you’ll 
most likely be taking photos 
with relatives in. 

It’s your big day, you want 
the outfit you’re wearing to 
be impressively stylish. 

Choosing the right fab-
ric to air out your body 
throughout the morning 
is extremely important, so 
light fabrics, such as cot-
ton and silk, are recom-
mended. Guys should sport 
a nice button up shirt with 
black slacks and polished 
dress shoes, which will 

make them look effortlessly 
fashionable. 

Ladies can choose either 
a chic formal dress or a two 
piece ensemble tied together 
with a sophisticated article of 
jewelry, preferably a necklace, 
since the robe won’t allow 
the showcasing of any sort of 
bracelet. It’s also important to 
note that since you’ll be walk-
ing on grass, high heels are 
not recommended, but a nice 
pair of complimenting flats or 
wedges are suitable.

But most importantly, 
as the Graduate with Titan 
Pride commencement tuto-
rial said, “keep it classy.” 
Don’t wear anything un-
derneath you wouldn’t 
want your parents to see, 
because most likely, they 
will be seeing it. 

Graduates should 
dress to impress, 
even under a gown

LEON ROMERO
Daily Titan

Zamora will be graduating with a bachelor’s in business marketing. She is currently working on a 
podcast for millennial women transitioning from college to career available in iTunes in the fall.   
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