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passion into high gear

Titans fail to hold off the Anteaters
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ways to mitigate 
energy usage
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Kenton Koch, 21-year-old pre-business major, competed in the Rolex 24-hour competition in Daytona. Koch and his team switched off the track every three hours 
during the competition. Koch was chosen to race the last stretch of the race, meaning his teammates believed he could bring them a victory.
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The Cal State Fullerton 
men’s basketball team suf-
fered its fourth loss in a row 
as it faltered down the stretch, 
losing 96-77 to the UC Irvine 
Anteaters on Wednesday at 
Titan Gym.

With the loss, the Titans 
(9-16 overall, 2-10 Big West) 
remain in last place in the 
Big West, while Irvine (20-
7 overall, 9-2 Big West) re-
mains half a game behind the 
University of Hawaii Rain-
bow Warriors for first in the 
conference. 

The Titans were coming off 
a tough three-game road trip 
in which they lost to the UC 
Santa Barbara Gauchos, Cal 
State Northridge Matadors 
and the first-place Rainbow 

Warriors in conference play.
The beginning of the game 

against UCI saw both sides 
match each other blow for 
blow, as the Titans and Ant-
eaters were tied at 13 with a 
little over 15 minutes to play 
in the first half. Redshirt se-
nior guard Malcolm Brooks 
led the charge with six points, 
including two shots made 
from behind the arc.

When UCI took a 23-20 
lead, freshman guard Khalil 
Ahmad scored five unan-
swered points to put the Ti-
tans ahead. With a little over 
six minutes left, junior guard 
Lionheart Leslie hit a huge 
3-pointer to tie the game at 
32.

CSUF would take a 42-36 
lead into halftime. Fullerton 
saw a balanced contribution 
in the first half as Ahmad 
led the way with 11 points 
on five-of-eight shooting. 
Leslie logged in 10 points 
off the bench with three 
rebounds, while Brooks 
scored nine points, all 
from behind the arc.

Going into halftime, Ful-
lerton shot an impressive 57 
percent (16-28) from the floor 
whereas the Anteaters shot 
48.4 percent (15-31). 

“When you play a team 
that has that type of size at 
the rim you have to shoot the 
ball well from the perimeter,” 
said Head Coach Dedrique 
Taylor. “In the first half, we 
had 11 assists. They were all 
assisted baskets.”

The beginning of the sec-
ond half brought about a 
physical brand of basketball, 
however the Titans main-
tained a five-point lead with 
15 minutes and 51 seconds 
left to play in the game. Red-
shirt junior guard Tre’ Cog-
gins made two baskets to help 
maintain the Fullerton lead.

UCI, however, would then 
go on a 29-10 run to give the 
Anteaters a 74-60 lead with 
a little over five minutes left 
in the game, thanks in large 
part to junior guard Aaron 
Wright. 

Cal State Fullerton is 
seeking to reduce its energy 
usage by expanding the ex-
isting solar panel system on 
campus.

Construction of the new 
solar panels will begin im-
mediately after gradua-
tion in May and will con-
tinue through Aug. 19. 
CSUF saves approximately 
$200,000 annually with its 
current one megawatt of so-
lar panels.

CSUF will be installing 
three more megawatts worth 
of panels over the summer, 
said Kyle Mann, CSUF’s 
energy efficiency program 
specialist.

“We are going to be in-
stalling (solar panels) on 
top of the Nutwood park-
ing structure and the State 
College parking structure,” 
Mann said.

Mann doesn’t think install-
ing solar panels on new real 
estate is practical and believes 
that building solar panels on 
structures that already exist is 
more practical. 

Because the College Park 
West building is unable to 
hold the weight of solar pan-
els, the panels will now have 
to be built on the ground, 
Mann said.

Titan freshman guard Khalil Ahmad regroups with the coaching staff after committing an offensive 
foul during Cal State Fullerton’s loss to the UC Irvine Anteaters on Wednesday night.
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Men’s basketball 
gives up halftime 
lead in loss to UCI

BRANDON ROSS
Daily Titan
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At 5 a.m., Kenton Koch 
climbs into his Mazda race 
car to drive for three consec-
utive hours around the Day-
tona International Speed-
way. With a morning chill in 

the air, the tires on Kenton’s 
vehicle have become cold.

“It’s a combination for di-
saster if you don’t take your 
time in warming them up,” 
Kenton said.

The condition of the 
tires causes Kenton’s car to 
skid into a tire barrier, los-
ing valuable time he needs 
to finish the race for his 
team.

“At that moment in time, 
I was scared because we 
were leading this race and 
I could’ve cost the team the 

win,” he said.
But he didn’t. Instead, 

Koch and his team went on 
to win the Rolex 24 in Day-
tona, which, according to 
Kenton, is the Super Bowl 
of professional sports car 
racing. 

Each member of the team 
that wins the 24-hour com-
petition receives an exclu-
sive Rolex watch. 

Despite his collision ear-
lier in the race, Kenton was 
set to be the racer to fin-
ish the competition for his 

team. Simply put, the Cal 
State Fullerton business ma-
jor had the greatest chance 
to bring home the watches 
for every racer involved.

Although he’s now a rec-
ognized race car driver, 
Kenton’s life in racing had 
humble beginnings.

Kenton’s fascination with 
cars began only a year af-
ter he was born. His moth-
er, Karen Koch, recalls Ken-
ton’s fondness for race car 
toys. “The only way I could 
get him to take a bath was 

to give him cars in the bath-
tub,” she said. “It then be-
came like his racetrack.”

At 3 years old, Kenton 
wore out the tires on multi-
ple Big Wheel tricycles. At 
age 4, he liberated his bike 
from its training wheels, 
simply because they were 
slowing him down. At age 6, 
Kenton and his father went 
to the LA Auto Show, where 
Kenton’s passion for racing 
shifted into high gear.

From Big Wheels to 
Daytona, student 
speeds to the top

KALEB STEWART
Daily Titan
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SoCal Gas 
pleads not 
guilty in leak 

Santa Ana 
officer 
wounded

LA officers 
could face 
life in prison

DTBRIEFS
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Southern California 
Gas Co. pleaded not 
guilty to three counts 
of failing to report a   
weekslong gas leak 
and one count of dis-
charge of air contami-
nants in Porter Ranch 
on Wednesday, accord-
ing to the OC Register. 

The leak began Oct. 
23, but was not report-
ed to state emergency 
officials until Oct. 26.

Community members 
have suffered symp-
toms of nosebleeds and 
nausea due to a rup-
tured well that was over 
60 years old.

Porter Ranch resi-
dents have been tem-
porarily relocated be-
cause of the invasive 
gas leak.

If the court finds the 
company guilty, it could 
be fined $1,000 for ev-
ery day the air was 
polluted, and $25,000 
for every day it went 
unreported.

A shooting oc-
curred between a 
police officer and 
an unnamed male 
Wednesday after-
noon in Santa Ana, 
according to the OC 
Register.

The officer’s upper 
torso was grazed by 
one round, while at 
least one round hit 
the suspect.

Santa Ana police 
officers found two 
guns at the scene 
that they believe be-
long to the suspect.

Both the officer 
and the suspect suf-
fered wounds. They 
are in stable condi-
tions and are cur-
rently held in sepa-
rate hospitals.

There have been 
51 shootings and 82 
assaults with dead-
ly weapons in San-
ta Ana this year, said 
police Cpt. Anthony 
Bertagna.

Los Angeles police 
officers James Chris-
topher Nichols and 
Luis Gustavo Valenzu-
ela have been arrest-
ed for the sexual as-
sault of four women, 
according to the Los        
Angeles Times. 

The two are ac-
cused of sexually as-
saulting four wom-
en between the ages 
of 19 and 35 while on 
duty from December 
2008 to March 2011.

Nichols and Valenzu-
ela targeted women 
with drug convictions 
and used their author-
ity to force oral copu-
lation and other sexu-
al demands, including 
rape.

The case has been 
ongoing for years be-
fore detectives arrest-
ed the pair this week.

If convicted, Nichols 
and Valenzuela could 
be sentenced to life in 
state prison.

In an effort to connect 
members of student orga-
nizations with each other 
and their student govern-
ment, the Office of Student 
Life & Leadership and 
ASI hosted the third Pres-
idents’ Roundtable in the 
Titan Student Union on 
Wednesday. 

The ASI Presidents’ 
Roundtable began as a re-
source for ASI and Stu-
dent Life & Leadership to 
evaluate, discuss and offer 
help to the 355 Cal State 
Fullerton clubs and orga-
nizations. These clubs and 
organizations are current-
ly experiencing funding, 
membership retainment 
and space reservation is-
sues. The meeting was or-
ganized by ASI President 
Michael Badal and Stu-
dent Life Director Victor 
Vigil.

Presidents and other rep-
resentatives of clubs were 
encouraged to voice con-
cerns in the open-forum 
discussion. Many in atten-
dance said that increasing 
membership and visibility 
of their club was a primary 
concern.

“We are trying to be 
as  responsive as possible 

to your needs and this is 
a great way for us to hear 
from you firsthand,” Vigil 
said. 

The department is trying 

to ensure that it is meeting 
students’ needs after an au-
dit was conducted by the 
Cal State University sys-
tem, as well as an external 
review of the Student Life 
& Leadership department, 
Vigil said.

“We’ve been through a 
lot of assessment in our de-
partment,” Vigil said. “And 
what we found was that we 
were probably not doing 
such a great job meeting 
your needs.”

As a result, the university 
made a commitment to pur-
chase TitanLink, an online 
database that allows clubs 
to publicize events and talk 
to their members, Vigil 
said.

Gidon Bonner, president 
of Hillel Club, which pro-
motes Judaism on campus, 
said one of his primary 
concerns was finding ways 
to advertise the club and its 

events.
“I definitely did get some 

useful information that 
could help solve some of 
the challenges we’re fac-
ing,” Bonner said. 

Another concern students 
had was the lack of support 
services for CSUF frater-
nity and sorority life, Vig-
il said.

The university has grant-
ed Student Life & Lead-
ership another position to 
fill these needs. The de-
partment is currently in the 
process of hiring an assis-
tant director of fraterni-
ty and sorority life, Vigil 
said.

Badal also discussed 
pending ASI resolutions 
with attendees, in addition 
to the challenges that CSUF 
clubs and organizations ex-
perience on campus. 

ASI is currently advo-
cating for gender-neutral 
bathrooms and cheaper 
textbooks for students this 
year.

 The office of Student 
Life & Leadership  is ex-
pecting to meet student 
needs by next year and is 
still a work in progress, 
Vigil said.

“I felt that it was a great 
way for us to continue to 
be transparent and continue 
to hear from the students 
about how we can improve 
our department,” Vigil 
said.

The next Presidents’ 
Roundtable is April 21 at 
2:30 p.m.

After audit, Student 
Life is expected to 
meet students’ needs

AMBER MASON
Daily Titan

VICTOR VIGIL
Student Life Director

    We are trying to 
be as responsive 
as possible to your 
needs and this is 
a great way for us 
to hear from you 
firsthand.

“

“

ASI addresses 
club concerns 
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The ASI Presidents’ Roundtable began as a resource for ASI and Student Life & Leadership to 
evaluate, discuss and offer help to Cal State Fullerton clubs and organizations.
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After an external review and CSU audit, Student Life & Leadership found it was not meeting 
students’ needs, Victor Vigil (above), student life director, said. 
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CSUF will be going through 
a solar firm with a “local Cali-
fornia presence” that cannot be 
named due to contractual re-
straints, said Pagano.

“We’ve locked in a 20-year 
contract, without an escala-
tion, of 11.8 cents per kilowatt 
hour and (in) over 19 years and 
11 months, we’ll save a few 
million dollars,” said Matthew 
Pagano, energy and utilities 
manager.

The school currently pays an 
average of about 13.5 cents per 
kilowatt hour, Pagano said. 

CSUF was able to afford the 
new installations through an 
incentive called a federal in-
vestment tax credit, which is 
a 30 percent tax credit for in-
dividuals and companies who 
own solar panels.

Past projects on campus 
aimed at increasing sustain-
ability and energy efficien-
cy include the replacement of 
grass with more drought-tol-
erant material and the ener-
gy-efficient remodeling of old 
buildings.

The sola r panel project is 
not the end of CSUF’s goal to 
make the school more energy 
and resource efficient, Mann 
said.

“We’re constantly survey-
ing all of our electrical and 
mechanical equipment on 
campus, trying to find the 
most efficient, emerging and 
reliable technology that ex-
ists,” Pagano said. “We’re go-
ing to continue to pursue re-
newable energy.”

The 2,500-year history of 
hospitals and the problems 
they encounter today was dis-
cussed as a part of the OLLI 
Medical Series at the Elks 
Club.

Riad Abdelkarim, chief 
medical officer and vice pres-
ident of medical affairs at St. 
Jude’s Medical Center, led the 
conversation Wednesday.

Hospitals were original-
ly conceived as religious in-
stitutions to take in both the 
sick and the poor, and then 
evolved during the industrial 
age in the United States and 
on into the new era in which 
technology is prominent, Ab-
delkarim said. 

Abdelkarim talked about 
historical developments that 
changed the way health care 
was administered, such as 
the Hill-Burton Act in 1942, 
which provided federal mon-
ey for the construction of 
hospitals in the United States, 
including St. Jude’s. 

The United States in the 

20th century experienced a 
huge increase in the number 
of hospitals, from only 178 
hospitals in 1873 to 7,000 in 
1930, Abdelkarim said.

Abdelkarim spoke about 
how the hospital system is 
shifting toward a reimburse-
ment system that is based on 
value rather than “fee-for-
service” in hopes of prevent-
ing unnecessary practices 
and costs.

“Right now’s a very chal-
lenging time for all of health 
care,” Abdelkarim said. “We 
find ourselves in an era where 
the emphasis is not just on 
cost containment, but real-
ly on value.” Under the ex-
isting fee-for-service system, 
Abdelkarim explained, “If I 
order a CT (scan) on you and 
you don’t need a CT, I’m still 
going to get paid for it.”

That is one of the reasons 
why moving toward val-
ue-based care is a change that 
Abdelkarim sees as essential. 
It is being implemented and 
enforced through administra-
tive channels, but it is really 
about what is best for the pa-
tients, he said. 

“At St. Jude’s, we’re doing 
it not just because of the val-
ue-based purchasing,” Ab-
delkarim said. “We’re work-
ing on improving our patient 

experience because it’s the 
right thing to do.”

Abdelkarim explained that 
the current medical system 
is experiencing fragmenta-
tion within communication 
services. 

“The care that’s provided 
isn’t the right care because 
someone is either missing a 
piece of the history, they’re 
repeating a test, they’re pro-
viding care that you don’t 
need because they don’t 
know what’s happened to you 
before, because that commu-
nication is problematic,” he 
said. 

Being aware of the prob-
lems in any administration, 
hospital or otherwise, is the 
first step in addressing those 
issues, Abdelkarim said.

“We are committed to the 
idea of providing the best 
care for the healthiest com-
munities,” he said.

Joseph Lawton, coordina-
tor for the event, closed the 
talk by speaking about one of 
OLLI’s most important goals: 
raising its members’ medical 
IQs.

“The more we know about 
our own health situation, 
the less time we’re going to 
be in the hospital,” Lawton 
said. “And when we do go to 
the hospital, we have more 

knowledge to give to the hos-
pital personnel.”

OLLI members in at-
tendance were grateful for 
the opportunity to learn 
about their own medical 
situations.

“The idea of being more 
aware, he was talking about 
just learning and raising 
your IQ. I think it’s right on 

target, because otherwise 
you can avoid treatments 
you should be getting, or 
you can panic because you 
don’t know what’s going on,” 
said Kay Ressler, an OLLI 
member.

Bob Knepper, adjunct 
conductor of the event, 
also said that he appreciat-
ed the chance to hear from 

the doctors outside of the 
hospital.

“We feel so good and 
knowledgeable toward the 
doctors and their quali-
ty. You don’t feel appre-
hension if you need one of 
them,” Knepper said. “And 
whether it’s for yourself or 
a loved one, you feel that 
much better.”

Hospital treatment is 
under scrutiny due to 
miscommunications

EMILY DIECKMAN
Daily Titan

Riad Abdelkarim, chief medical officer and vice president of medical affairs at St. Jude’s Medical 
Center, speaks about the ways in which hospitals have changed over time.
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Health care inefficiencies discussed at talk 

Solar: Campus invests in efficiency  
CONTINUED FROM     1

Cal State Fullerton has locked into a 20-year contract with a solar firm with the intention of cutting energy usage and saving the campus millions of dollars. CSUF 
currently pays approximately 13.5 cents per kilowatt hour, but the new rate for the next twenty years will be 11.8 cents per kilowatt hour. 
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At the show, Kenton took 
a look at a go-cart, and be-
came enamored with the 
thought of someday driv-
ing one. At 6 years old, 
he was too young, but two 
years later his wish for a 
go-cart came true.

“Christmas came around 
and Santa brought me a 
go-cart, and we ended up 
starting racing from there,” 
Kenton said.

A young racer may never 
develop into a professional 
without the help of a sup-
porting family, and both 
Kenton’s father and moth-
er encouraged their son to 
pursue the sport, Kenton 
said.

“It took a little while to 
get used to that,” Karen 
said about watching her 
son race. “I’ve learned that 
I have to keep my nerve 
in check, because there’s 
no freaking out on the 
track.”

Kenton wasn’t born with 
nerves of steel, either. Upon 
entering his first competitive 
go-cart race, he became so 
nervous that he threw up be-
fore even getting the chance to 
race. With the support of his 
father, who told him that he 
had to race no matter what, he 
managed to finish the compe-
tition with a middle position.

“Going into it, I was su-
per nervous. Coming out of 

it, I was super happy that I 
did it,” Kenton said.

Kenton encountered his 
next challenge when he 
switched from go-carts to 
larger racing vehicles. He 
came to understand the 
crucial difference between 
light and heavy vehicles 
when he went off a track 
driving a larger race car 
and it didn’t immediately 
stop like a go-cart would.

“Something could go 
wrong,” Kenton said, “and 
it could be big.”

While cars always have 
the potential to crash, Dani 
Ferrara, Kenton’s girl-
friend and fellow race car 
driver, spoke of the safety 
of the track compared to 
the safety of average day-
to-day driving.

“Honestly, most of the 
time it is a lot less scary 
driving on the racetrack 
than it is driving on the 
street,” Ferrara said. “Es-
pecially here in Southern 
California, because people 
are crazy and it is out of 
control.”

Kenton and Ferrara met 
on a racetrack in Monte-
rey, California in 2015, and 
it wasn’t long before their 
shared passion for racing 
brought them together. Fer-
rara can often be seen help-
ing Kenton during his rac-
es, making sure that he has 
all of his gear and that he 
hasn’t forgotten to hydrate 

himself or eat.
“It’s things like that 

when you’re at a busy race 
weekend that can slip your 
mind pretty easily,” Ferr-
ara said.

One of the keys to Ken-
ton’s ongoing success, ac-
cording to fellow race car 
driver Justin Piscitell, is 
his ability to stay calm in 
high-stress situations.

“Aside from him being 
some sort of cyborg that 
is computer-controlled, he 
never breaks a sweat,” Pi-
scitell said.

Heart rate monitoring 
tests between the two rac-
ers puts Piscitell’s heart 
rate while racing at around 
180 to 190 beats per min-
ute, while Kenton’s would 
be about 130 to 140 beats 
per minute.

“He’s very relaxed,” Pis-
citell said. “Which, in be-
ing so relaxed, he can be 
very confident in his own 
skills and abilities.”

As he crossed the fin-
ish line for the Rolex 24 
At Daytona, however, Ken-
ton couldn’t help but feel 
emotional. 

“It’s a surreal feeling,” 
Kenton said. “Because 
when you go across the fin-
ish line, you’re like ‘Holy 
crap, I just won the biggest 
race in sports car racing in 
North America.’”

Kenton emphasized that 
without the hard work of his 

crew, he would not have been 
able to recover from his colli-
sion with the tire barrier.

“This team I’ve been with 
for about a year now. We’re 
all buddies, and you have 
to have that kind of cama-
raderie. Let’s say that I get 
into a crash, which I did, 
they’re there to pick you 

up,” Kenton said.
Even with the impressive 

win, Kenton wants to stay 
humble and levelheaded.

“You can’t let that get to 
your head,” Kenton said. 
“I’m a normal person that 
is living the dream, and 
it’s really cool and awe-
some, but I’m still just like 

everyone else.”
However, Kenton plans 

to wear his prize Rolex be-
cause it was something he 
worked for and earned.

“I like the watch. I’m 
gonna wear it for the rest 
of my life because that’s 12 
years of hard dedication,” 
Kenton said.

Armed with a national victory and a new Rolex watch, Koch plans to stay levelheaded and humble 
throughout his racing career and life.

YUNUEN BONAPARTE / DAILY TITAN

Racing: Student steers to victory  
CONTINUED FROM     1

Kenton Koch, 21-year-old pre-business major, began racing at 8 years old. He attributes reaching the professional racetrack to the support of his parents. Despite the high instensity levels of racing, 
Koch is able to keep a calm demeanor, which his teammate credits to Koch’s success.

COURTESY OF KENTON KOCH
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Alumnus assists foster children

In Together We Rise’s  
lobby, two words stood in 
prominent, silver block let-
ters: “FOSTER LOVE.” 
On an adjacent wall, illu-
minated letters spelled out 
“FAMILY.”

It seemed symbolic, al-
most as if the two would 
inevitably unite. For chil-
dren left to fend for them-
selves, that sense of unifi-
cation is exactly what they 
long for.

Together We Rise (TWR) 
is a national nonprofit or-
ganization started in 2008 
by Cal State Fullerton 
alumnus Danny Mendoza. 
The organization is ded-
icated to giving children 
who are transitioning into 
foster care “a sense of nor-
malcy in their sometimes 
turbulent world,” accord-
ing to TWR’s website.

While Mendoza was en-
rolled at CSUF, he discov-
ered that his 9-year-old 
cousin, Roger, was living 
in a car. As a result, Roger 
was admitted into the fos-
ter care system. Desperate 
to come to the aid of his 
little cousin, but faced with 
numerous hardships due to 
his young age, Mendoza 
sold his video game con-
sole and set out to start his 
own nonprofit. He recruit-
ed his friends to help with 
the project, and Together 
We Rise was born.

The harsh reality is 
that in the United States, 
many children face adver-
sities similar to Roger’s. 
There were approximately 
397,000 children in foster 

care as of the last day of 
2012, according to the Ad-
ministration for Children 
and Families’ (ACF) Child 
Welfare Outcomes’ report 
to Congress.

The numbers have been 
on a steady rise since then, 
as documented in ACF’s 
Adoption and Foster Care 
Analysis and Report-
ing System (AFCARS), 
which noted that there 
were 400,989 children in 
the system as of Septem-
ber 2013, and 415,129 fos-
ter youth in the following 
fiscal year. In comparison 
to the 73.6 million chil-
dren that live in the United 
States as of 2014, accord-
ing to the Federal Inter-
agency Forum on Child 
and Family Statistics, it 
stands that approximate-
ly one in every 177 chil-
dren are in the foster care 
system.

“That (transition) is 
scary for them and trau-
matic,” said Kathleen Ford, 
TWR partnership admin-
istrator. “If we can ease 
that transition and create 
a first positive interaction 
between the child and a so-
cial worker or the child and 
a police officer, that’s kind 
of what our hope is.”

When a child is admitted 
into foster care, he or she 
is given black trash bags 
to carry his or her belong-
ings. The introduction of 
Sweet Cases by Together 
We Rise helps to ease the 
transition for children into 
new foster homes by giving 
children a duffel bag with 
free materials.

Ford recalled when she 
saw a picture of 4-year-old 
Antonio opening his gifted 
duffel bag in his foster par-
ents’ home. His hands had 
unzipped the royal blue, 
decorated bag, and in-
side there was a brand new 

blanket, a teddy bear, a hy-
giene kit, a coloring book 
and a box of crayons; ne-
cessities for most children. 
On the back of the pho-
to, Antonio’s foster moth-
er wrote “Antonio says, 
‘You mean somebody that 
doesn’t know me loves me 
this much?’”

While some might think 
that replacing a trash bag 
with a duffel bag is a very 
insignificant act, Ford 
said, the effect it has on the 
foster youth is astronomi-
cal. April Posadas, TWR’s 
executive assistant, echoed 
the sentiment.

“I think that (the posi-
tive effect) is definitely im-
portant, especially com-
ing from the situation that 
they’re coming from, not 
having their parents around 
or anything,” Posadas said. 

“Having these complete 
strangers reach out to them 
and do really nice things 
for them, it’s a world 
changer.”

The nonprofit’s wheels 
have continued turning 
with the commencement of 
the Build-A-Bike program, 
a way for volunteers to put 
together bicycles for foster 
youth.

The bicycles are versatile 
gifts. For some, they act as 
transportation to and from 
after-school programs and 
part-time jobs, while for 
others it offers the child-
hood memory of learning 
how to ride a bike.

The recently launched 
Family Fellowship pro-
gram, in partnership with 
the Fund II Foundation, 
provides the largest schol-
arship available to foster 

youth nationwide. Estab-
lished in March 2015, the 
Family Fellowship pro-
gram provides its selected 
applicants up to $90,000 in 
scholarships, contributing 
to tuition, dorm supplies, 
meal plans and basic ne-
cessities that foster-raised 
adults aren’t accustomed 
to, Ford said. TWR’s goal 
is to create a “family-like 
atmosphere” for its select-
ed candidates.

Every September, the 
organization runs a Dis-
ney Day. 200 foster kids 
are treated to the opportu-
nity to explore Disneyland 
for the first time. Many are 
also reunited with siblings 
that they were separated 
from.

While TWR doesn’t have 
a direct hand in the place-
ment process for foster 

children, their contributions 
can still have a great impact on 
the adoption process. Posadas 
recalled a Disney Day trip in 
which a volunteer couple fell 
in love with the kids in their 
group and adopted them. 

“It’s kind of a cool thing to 
see that one little involvement 
with something sparks this 
greater picture,” Ford said.

While adversity may 
face members of Together 
We Rise, their resolve re-
mains unshakable.

“We all are young and 
we don’t have every-
thing figured out, but that 
doesn’t stop any of us,” 
Ford said. “We do all the 
nitty-gritty type stuff so 
we don’t always get to be 
out there and have fun but, 
when we do, it makes it all 
worth it and pushes all of 
us to kind of keep going.”

 Student begins exploration of millennial love

I don’t think there’s any 
argument that the way we, 
as millennials, do relation-
ships differently from the 
way our parents did. After 
all, our parents never had 
to address critical questions 
such as “How long should 
I wait to text him back so 
that I don’t seem clingy, 
but also so that I don’t seem 
like I don’t care? Am I a 

bad person because I think 
she’s less attractive in real 
life than she was in her pro-
file picture? Should I get a 
Tinder?”

It is crazy to consider just 
how different the landscape 
we’re dealing with is. How 
are we supposed to handle 
the way relationships come 
at us so hard and fast? Dis-
cussing it with peers usually 
seems fruitless; my friends 
are just as confused as I 
am. 

When I turn to my parents 
or other trusted beacons of 
experience, they are often 
clueless, as well, because 
circumstances are so differ-
ent now than they were 15 

or 20 years ago. They can 
certainly be sages in many 
respects, but when it comes 
to determining whether 
stalking someone’s Face-
book (and Instagram, and 
Twitter, and whatever else 
a Google search can yield) 
is acceptable before a first 
date, trials of that nature are 
beyond their experience.

Is the presence of all of 
this technology affecting 
the way that we interact 
with one another? I would 
say the answer is yes.

I mean, look at us. Most 
of us are scared of com-
mitment on some level, and 
when we do make a roman-
tic commitment, it is often 

done with reckless aban-
don. When we are dating 
someone, we have the abil-
ity to communicate with 
them constantly, which for 
a while seems sort of fun. 
But that fun inevitably fades 
into a period where you sort 
of run out of things to talk 
about. Who can really keep 
up a conversation 24/7?

There is also pressure — 
sometimes internal and ex-
ternal to the relationship 
— to show our partners off 
to the world through social 
media, or, in some cases, 
the pressure to stop show-
ing our partners off because 
everyone is sick of hearing 
about them. In high school, 

I remember secretly relish-
ing the Facebook posts my 
boyfriend would tag me in, 
even though we both liked 
to openly mock annoying, 
mushy couples. There was 
tension between wanting to 
be flaunted and not wanting 
to ruin my street cred with 
my friends. 

I didn’t want it to matter 
to me, but it kind of mat-
tered anyway.

When we’re single, get-
ting hyper-concentrated 
shots of attention is easi-
er than ever. After my last 
heart-shattering breakup, 
I made sure to post a high-
ly staged selfie — the best 
one out of 50 or so takes 

— so that I could regain 
a sense of validation and 
worth through the number 
of my acquaintances who 
took the time to double tap 
their phone screens. Clearly, 
I’m a healthy, well-adjusted 
millennial. However, I don’t 
think that is such an uncom-
mon practice.

Pixelated Love is an ex-
ploration of the ways that 
technology has affected 
modern relationships. In a 
technologically driven land-
scape, people are trying to 
figure out if they’re even 
looking for a partner, what 
they are looking for in one 
and how to act in a relation-
ship once they have one.

Modern technology 
changes how 
relationships function

EMILY DIECKMAN
Daily Titan

Together We Rise is 
dedicated to improving 
youth welfare

GABE ESPIRITU
Daily Titan

April Posadas (left) is the executive assistant for Together We Rise, and Kathleen Ford (right) is the partnership administrator for the 
organization. TWR is dedicated to helping foster children find and transition into homes.

CLAYTON WONG / DAILY TITAN
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Drone racing may inspire new generation

Government is failing people of Flint

Drone racing may never 
become as huge as football, 
but there is no doubting how 
the idea that radio-controlled 
flying vehicles zipping 
around a stadium could in-
spire a generation of people 
raised by technology to get 
into a drone racing league 
of their very own. The new 
sport involves controlling 
flying drones around a race-
track that often includes tight 
hallways and storage areas.

While drone racing may 
not appeal to those who are 
looking for a more tradition-
al form of racing, its main 
draw is with younger gen-
erations that are more into 
the technical aspect of drone 
racing.

The fast and frenetic ac-
tion, if aided with proper vi-
suals and commentary, can 
bring an entirely new audi-
ence to racing sports. The 
fans generally will come 
from people who found 
themselves in front of com-
puter monitors as opposed to 
the playground.  

With the announcement 
of the Drone Racing League 
arguments have been made 
as to whether the DRL will 
take off as fast as proponents 
of the sport hope it will.

“Right now, we need to 
develop the sport; we need 
to develop the technolo-
gy; we need to build a fan 
base; make them aware of 
what’s going on; make them 
care about the pilots and 
the results,” said Nicholas 

Horbaczewski, CEO of the 
Drone Racing League.

An article from The Verge 
argues that the race’s events 
won’t translate well to televi-
sion. Each drone is equipped 
with a first-person camera, 
which allows the driver of 
the vehicle to see where the 
drone is on the track. It is 
also capable of creating a 
live video stream for broad-
casting purposes. 

While the first-person 
cameras that will be used for 
drone racing may seem too 
hyperactive for many tradi-
tional sport viewers, they are 

not unlike the perspectives 
in which video game players 
find themselves during rac-
ing games or even first-per-
son shooters.

The men and women 
operating the drones are 
equipped with headsets that 
shield their eyes with cam-
eras in the helmets, giving 
them a first-person perspec-
tive of the drone that is being 
controlled.

Risks of bodily harm 
while inside of a car or a 
plane are completely avoided 
in drone racing. In a worst-
case scenario, the drone 

just crashes and the racer is 
completely safe.

This is why the audi-
ence for drone racing may 
be completely different 
than that for more physi-
cal sports. Much like how 
a child can buy a golf club 
and begin practicing golf, 
parents can buy their chil-
dren a budget drone and aid 
them as they fly it around 
the backyard.

There’s nothing stop-
ping groups of kids creat-
ing their very own drone 
racetracks in their homes. 
Save for a few broken vases 

and a couple of cracked 
windows, there is great po-
tential for drone racing to 
become a sport of the com-
mon man.

There’s no reason why 
drones can’t capture the imag-
inations of viewers in the same 
way other sports of the past 
have. If the competitions take 
off, one can expect to find San-
ta delivering drones to many 
curious teenagers around 
Christmas.

It all depends entirely 
on the connection young 
men and women feel when 
they see someone flying 

a drone. If they can find 
themselves in the shoes of 
a drone racer, even for a 
moment, then the sport has 
potential to make it big.

Instead of consult-
ing journalists on wheth-
er drones will be the next 
big thing in sports, people 
should really try to show 
footage of first-person 
drone racing to a 10-year-
old who loves the new 
emerging tech. 

If the kids start drooling, 
metaphorically or literally, 
then the DRL will have a 
long future ahead of it.

A fanbase for a new 
sport will grow from 
technical generation

KALEB STEWART
Daily Titan

The Drone Racing League aims to fill stadiums with fans who usually wouldn’t be seen inside of a sporting arena. The easy access to the drone technology will allow a 
younger generation to explore and hone a new form of entertainment.

COURTESY OF THEDRONERACINGLEAGUE.COM

As Michigan Gov. Rick 
Snyder is slowly trying to 
fix the mess he let happen 
in Flint, his methods to re-
pair the neglect of prop-
er water maintenance are 
severely lacking honest 
improvement.

It should go without say-
ing that the situation in Flint 
needed a lot of things to go 
wrong to escalate the way it 
did.

The town is preparing for 
an upcoming democratic 
debate, and candidates like 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers are giving their opin-
ions by suggesting Snyder 
resign.

“There are no excuses. 
The governor long ago knew 
about the lead in Flint’s wa-
ter. He did nothing. As a re-
sult, hundreds of children 
were poisoned. Thousands 
may have been exposed to 
potential brain damage from 
lead. Gov. Snyder should 

resign,” Sanders said in a 
campaign press release.

But it does seem that Sny-
der is finally trying to mend 
the broken ship that led to 
the crisis.

Earlier this month, Snyder 
fired Liane Shektar Smith, 
head of the Office of Drink-
ing Water and Municipal 
Assistance in the state’s De-
partment of Environmental 
Quality. Smith seemed to 
lack urgency as the situation 
unfolded.

It’s been recently uncov-
ered that the crisis could also 
be linked to not only Flint’s 
government, but also the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency.

Miguel Del Toral, a for-
mer employee of the EPA, 
reported corroded pipes that 
contaminated the waters in 
early 2015. However, the 
early report was dismissed 
and hidden by the EPA and 
the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, ac-
cording to the online maga-
zine Bridge.

By taking action against 
the people who let this type 
of situation flourish, Flint 
saves itself from this situ-
ation happening again in 
the future. But until the 

government can take actions 
such as fixing pipes and 
bringing treatment to people 
faster, firing those who could 
have been responsible does 
not help the situation.

As Sanders put it, Flint 
needs “more than an 
apology.”

As people from neighbor-
ing cities are rushing with 
pallets full of bottled water 
to Flint’s residents, there is 
still a large wound there that 
needs to be fixed.

The best way to remedy 
the problem is with better 
treatments and more wide-
spread facilities, but to get 
this, Flint needs money. Sny-
der is planning to get $25 
million to fix the contami-
nated pipes.

Even if the bill to get the 
money goes through, his 
planned budget is not going 
to be enough.

“$30 million to help pay 
water bills isn’t enough to 
counteract the effect of the cri-
sis with lead-tainted water on 
city finances,” according to the 
Associated Press.

Though the bill alone won’t 
be enough to help the citizens 
of Flint, many have come for-
ward to pitch in to the mone-
tary necessities that this type 

of crisis faces. 
General Motors and the 

United Auto Workers have 
pledged to donate $3 mil-
lion to help Flint. 

Even celebrities such 
as Beyoncé, Cher, Mark 
Wahlberg, Diddy, Aretha 
Franklin, Madonna and 
Jimmy Fallon have either 

donated money, offered 
services to help those who 
are homeless or collect-
ed water bottles for the 
town.

Though some might not 
be close enough to drive 
water bottles to Michi-
gan, there are online funds 
and American Red Cross 

volunteer programs for 
those who are closer. 

But until the government 
can come in to help with the 
more serious issues of per-
manently fixing the prob-
lems with the pipes of Flint’s 
lake, people around the 
country can still help out as 
a community.

State and federal relief 
haven’t done enough to 
help Michigan’s cause

RISHU BHARDWAJ
Daily Titan

More than a year has passed since the contaminated water crisis broke out in Flint, Michigan due to its 
compromised water infrastructure, yet progress is still stunted due to an incompetent government.

COURTESY OF CNN
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ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You know what you want today, 
but your fluctuating emotions ar-
en’t nearly as stable as you think. 
You could tell a variety of stories 
throughout the day, which certain-
ly could be confusing to others.

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

You might remember something in 
a flash that makes you feel quite 
serious today, but it’s still easy 
to project a lighthearted attitude. 
However, your upbeat nature 
could complicate matters, especial-
ly if people assume you’re not op-
erating with a proper demeanor.   

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

You want to show everyone how 
to have fun today and your  
irrepressible spontaneity can  
shatter people’s expectations of 
how maturely you should act. 
However, responsible behavior 
could be pushed to a back burner 
while your wildly creative side 
steals the show.

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

Someone’s unfriendly communica-
tion style might hurt your feelings 
today. As much as you struggle 
to understand their intentions, 
you can’t comprehend why you 
deserve this cold shoulder.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

Staying on task is nearly  
impossible today, especially if 
your work demands exacting 
concentration. You often enjoy 
sorting out the details, but logical 
Mercury’s journey into futuristic 
Aquarius makes it more difficult to 
communicate your thoughts. 

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

Self-discipline usually comes easily 
to you. There’s no harm in feeling 
joyful, even if your current exuber-
ance has nothing to do with your 
job. Nevertheless, you will return 
to work even more determined to 
make a positive impact if you feel 
revitalized by doing something 
outside your normal comfort zone.

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

You may be excited about every-
thing and nothing today as the 
Moon skips through jittery Gemini. 
Your ideas come and go so quick-
ly now that you might not be able 
to keep up with yourself. 

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

You are eager to engage in a con-
versation with a potential friend or 
lover. Consciously acting sweetly 
is the first step to deepening your 
bond while hoping for the same 
treatment in return.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Don’t worry about your inability to 
explain your intentions today; the 
most intelligent thing you can do 
is to lead by example. Anyway, 
you’ll be better able to share the 
process of your inner journey in a 
couple of weeks, and it should be 
well worth the wait. In the  
meantime, your actions will speak 
so loudly that no one will even 
notice your silence.

CONTACT US: ADOSHI@DAILYTITAN.COM

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Your coworkers seem to be unap-
preciative of your production to-
day, even if your work habits are 
irreproachable. Don’t let anyone’s 
misinformed judgments lead you 
on a journey of self-doubt.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Your feelings are twisting around 
current events and bending you 
out of shape in the process. The 
problem is you’re not sure how to 
get your heart back to where it 
belongs. Your spiritual ideals en-
courage you to connect with your 
friends, but it’s tough when you 
don’t receive positive responses to 
your overtures. 

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)

Reexamine your assumptions 
about others before they get in 
the way of an otherwise perfect 
partnership. Giving those you care 
about the benefit of the doubt is 
a gift that brings peace to your 
heart.

Quotes for the Day
“Build your own dreams, or someone else will hire you to 
build theirs.”
      - Farrah Gray

“The battles that cound aren’t the ones for gold medals.  The 
stuggles within yourself - the invisible battles inside all of us - 
that’s where it’s at.”        
      - Jesse Owens

Holy Family Services

Pregnant?  Free counseling and services.  We come to you  
unless you prefer to come to our Fullerton Office.

Holy Family Services, adopting, and foster care.

1 - 800 - 464 - 2367

www.holyfamilyservices.com

FB & Twitter @HFSCommunity

CHEESE

COTTAGE, CHEDDAR, EDAM, NACHO CHEESE, MONTEREY 
JACK, HAVARTI, RICOTTA, PARMESAN, GOUDA, SWISS, 

BLUE CHEESE, WENSLEYDALE, MUNSTER, AMERICAN
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Basketball: CSUF remains at 
bottom of Big West Conference

 The Cal State Fullerton 
softball team will look to con-
tinue its success from the sea-
son-opening Titan Classic 
into the Santa Clara Bronco 
Classic this weekend in Santa 
Clara. 

The Titans will take on the 
Santa Clara University Bron-
cos, the Idaho State Bengals 
and the Seattle University 
Redhawks in the tournament, 
facing the Broncos and the 
Redhawks twice. Fullerton 
is the only team in the tour-
nament that has laid claim to 
more than one win so far in 
2016.

The Redhawks and the 
Broncos have nearly identical 
statuses going into the Bron-
co Classic. Seattle notched a 
16-36 overall record in 2015 
and has won only one of its 
first four contests this season. 
Despite the Redhawks’ lack-
luster record, junior infielder 

Paige Bouska poses an offen-
sive threat, hitting .500 in 18 
at-bats in the season. 

The Broncos finished only 
15-35 overall in 2015, and 
came out of their first tour-
nament of the season with a 
1-3 record. A bright spot for 
the Broncos was sophomore 
right-handed pitcher Micae-
la Vierra, who posted a 1.58 
earned run average in 17.2 in-
nings pitched.

As for the Bengals, they’re 
still in search of their first win 
of the young season (0-5) un-
der first-year Head Coach 
Candi Letts. However, 10 play-
ers return to the lineup from a 
successful 34-18 overall 2015 
campaign in which they were 
solid on the road, boasting a 
14-11 record in away games.

With the Bengal pitching 
rotation and ending the week-
end with a team earned run 
average of 12.30, the team’s 
upside is its’ offense. Junior 
infielder Dara Kolar hit .600 
with eight runs batted in over 
the course of the five losses.

In contrast, the Titans were 
brilliant on all fronts in last 
weekend’s tournament. Senior 
infielder Missy Taukeiaho led 

the charge offensively, coming 
out of the tournament with a 
.462 batting average and five 
runs batted in. 

In the circle for Fullerton, 
freshman righty Sydney Gold-
en went 3-0, posting an earned 
run average of 2.15 over the 
weekend, while senior Jas-
mine Antunez picked up a 
save and struck out 11 batters 
in six innings. Golden’s record 
also highlights the team’s ex-
cellent defense.

“She’s a ground-ball-out 
pitcher, and you’ve got to have 
a good defense behind you to 
make that work,” Head Coach 
Kelly Ford said.

The Bronco Classic will 
begin Friday for the Titans 
when they face Santa Clara 
at 3:15 p.m. The tourna-
ment will continue Satur-
day with games against Se-
attle University Redhawks at 
10 a.m., and the Idaho State 
University Bengals at 12:15 
p.m. CSUF will then close 
out the tournament Sunday 
with rematches against the 
Broncos at 11:15 a.m, and 
the Redhawks at 1:30 p.m. 
All games will be held at the 
SCU Softball Field.

The Cal State Fullerton 
baseball team will kick off 
its 2016 campaign with a 
three-game series against 
the Stanford University 
Cardinal this weekend at 
Stanford University.

The Titans are coming 
off their 17th College World 
Series appearance in 2015, 
and look to make a trium-
phant return to Omaha af-
ter suffering heart-wrench-
ing losses to the Vanderbilt 
University Commodores 
and the Louisiana State 
University Tigers.

Last season’s star pitch-
ers, Justin Garza and 
Thomas Eshelman, will 
not return to the rotation 
in 2016 as they were draft-
ed by the Cleveland Indi-
ans and Houston Astros, 
respectively. Sophomore 
southpaw John Gavin is ex-
pected to be the No. 1 start-
er in the new rotation with 
freshman Colton Eastman, 
junior Blake Quinn and 
sophomore Connor Seabold 
filling out the starting 
rotation.

In terms of offense, se-
nior Josh Vargas will lead 
the way accompanied by a 
handful of starters return-
ing from last year, includ-
ing seniors Tyler Stieb and 
Jared Bravo. Of the College 
World Series team last year, 
23 players are returning to 
the 2016 roster.

Along with the seniors, a  

freshman class consisting of 
12 players, which includes 
outfielder Ruben Cardenas, 
will add some young depth 
to the Titans this season.

Going into the season, 
Fullerton is ranked 16th 
in the National Collegiate 
Baseball Writers Associ-
ation’s poll and received 
other top 25 rankings from 
Baseball America and 
D1Baseball.com. Fullerton 
is also the only Big West 
team listed on the NCBWA 
preseason polls

Meanwhile, Stanford is 
coming off a disappointing 
season, finishing 10th in the 
Pac 12 with a lowly 24-32 
overall record and a 9-21 in 
conference play. This time 
around, the Cardinal pitch-
ing should be able to hold 
its own with the return of 
pitchers Cal Quantrill and 

John Hochstatter, both of 
whom missed the major-
ity of last season due to 
injuries.

The Cardinal took two 
out of three games from the 
Titans in last season’s open-
ing series at Goodwin Field. 
Fullerton will be looking to 
avenge its’ slow start last 
season. 

In an interview with Ful-
lerton Athletics, Titans 
Head Coach Rick Vander-
hook commented on how 
the Stanford series has be-
come a “natural, good 
rivalry.”

The Titans will head out 
to Stanford University for 
games against the Cardinal 
on Friday at 6 p.m., Satur-
day at 2 p.m. and Sunday 
at 1 p.m. All games will be 
held at Klein Field at Sunk-
en Diamond.

The Titans will face 
tame opponents in 
the Bronco Classic

HAYLEY M. SLYE
Daily Titan

Titans to start road 
to Omaha on Friday

Softball looks to stay 
dominant in Santa Clara

CSUF baseball will 
take on Stanford in 
2016 season opener

RYAN WHITEHEAD
Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton freshman right-hander Sydney Golden high-fives her teammates in the Titans’ 
9-7 win over Weber State in game five of the Titan Classic.

PATRICK DO / DAILY TITAN

Junior right-handed pitcher Blake Quinn warms up for the season at 
practice to prepare for the Stanford series this weekend.

PATRICK DO / DAILY TITAN

With four minutes and 22 
seconds to go in regulation, 
UCI took its largest lead of 
the game with an 18-point, 
80-62 cushion. The Anteaters 
would go on to win the game 
by 19 and shoot a whopping 
76 percent (19-25) from the 
field in the second half.

“They shot 81 percent (in 
the second half) from three. 
I don’t even know an NBA 
team that can shoot that per-
centage,” Taylor said. “They 
broke us down and they wore 
us out.”

Brooks led the Titans in 
scoring with 22 points. Cog-
gins contributed 17 points 
and three rebounds for 

Fullerton and junior guard 
Leslie had 12 points coming 
off the bench.

The Titans will once 
again look to snap anoth-
er losing streak as they tip 
off against Big West Con-
ference archrival the Long 
Beach State 49ers at the 
Walter Pyramid on Satur-
day at 7:30 p.m.
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