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CSUF baseball came up short of a national championship in 2015. This year, a College World Series title rests upon the shoulders
of a Fullerton squad that was ranked No. 22 by Baseball America in its preseason poll.

HERE

HOME OPENER FINALLY ON DECK FOR TITANS
Behind solid pitching,
Cal State Fullerton
sets sights on Omaha
BRANDON ROSS
Daily Titan
The Cal State Fullerton
baseball team will be looking to avenge last year’s
heartbreaking finish to its
College World Series run by
heading back to Omaha, Nebraska at the end of this season for the 18th time in the
school’s history.
CSUF enters this season
ranked in the top 25 by all major polls, including 22nd by
Baseball America.

During their 2015 campaign, the Titans finished with
an overall record of 39-25, despite a sluggish 1-3 start on the
season. This marked the 41st
consecutive season CSUF has
won more than 30 games in
a season, and the fifth time in
the past six seasons the program finished first in the Big
West Conference.
Head Coach Rick Vanderhook earned his third title in
four seasons.
For the first time since
2009, Fullerton made a trip
to the College World Series, which was the longest
drought in the program’s rich
history. The Titans punched
their ticket to the world series after having clinched

two of three games during
the NCAA Super Regional in Louisville against the
hometown Cardinals, which
included a dramatic 4-3 victory in 11 innings.
CSUF’s first game in the
College World Series saw the
Titans up against the Vanderbilt Commodores. Fullerton
took a 3-1 lead after six innings, thanks to starting pitcher Thomas Eshelman’s brilliant outing, going 5.2 innings
pitched and only giving up
one run on four hits and eight
strikeouts.
The game was delayed in
the bottom of the sixth inning due to rain and resumed
the next day. CSUF took a
dramatic loss when Tyler

Peitzmeier gave up three runs
in the bottom of the ninth inning to blow the save.
The elimination game in
the loser’s bracket saw the Titans match up against the LSU
Tigers. Fullerton would gain
the early momentum scoring
three runs in the first inning.
However, that was not enough
for starting pitcher Connor
Seabold, who surrendered the
lead and allowed four runs
on seven hits in 2.1 innings
pitched.
LSU would go on to
win the game 5-3, ending
CSUF’s hopes of winning a
fifth national title.
Fullerton will be without key contributors to the
2015 campaign this year, as

designated hitter David Olmedo-Barrera was drafted by
the Tampa Bay Rays in the
12th round of the 2015 Major
League Baseball draft. Starting pitchers Justin Garza and
Eshelman were drafted by the
Cleveland Indians and Houston Astros, respectfully.
Eshelman was traded from
Houston to the Philadelphia
Phillies this past offseason.
The Titans starting rotation this season will feature the likes of sophomores
Seabold, John Gavin, freshman Colton Eastman and
Fresno State transfer junior
Blake Quinn.
The starting lineup for
CSUF will see similar faces
from last season, including

senior outfielder Tyler Stieb,
senior
infielder
Jerrod
Bravo,and junior infielder
Timmy Richards.
While the roster has tons of
experience, this year’s squad
will feature 12 freshmen, including Eastman.
The Titans already began
the 2016 season last weekend
in Palo Alto against the Stanford Cardinal, where Stanford took two of three games
from Fullerton. After an exhibition game against NC
Dinos on Tuesday in which
the Titans lost 10-1, CSUF
will begin its home opening series Friday through
Sunday as it will square off
against the Indiana Hoosiers
at Goodwin Field.
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Head coach hooked on progress
Rick Vanderhook employs direct approach on road back to Omaha
HAYLEY M. SLYE
Daily Titan
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Rick Vanderhook surveys his team from the dugout Tuesday night. In his five years as head coach at
Cal State Fullerton, 18 players have been selected in the Major League Baseball draft from his squad.

Cal State Fullerton baseball
Head Coach Rick Vanderhook doesn’t accept defeat.
“He’s a coach that always
grinds, no matter the circumstance. Down by 10, he’ll still
push you,” said Colton Eastman, freshman right-handed
pitcher.
Vanderhook and the Titans went all the way to the
College World Series last
year after defeating Louisville, ranked No. 2 in a 2016
preseason poll by Baseball
America. Vanderhook admits
it’s a moment that stands out
in his coaching career.
“I don’t think you think
about that until you’re done,”
he said. “(But) I think winning at Louisville was a pretty good thing.”
The Titans were ultimately knocked out of the loser’s
bracket by the LSU Tigers after playing only two games in
Omaha. As a result, Vanderhook, in his fifth year as head
coach, doesn’t see the shortlived College World Series
trip as an accomplishment
worthy of praise, but as an experience from which to learn
from.
“You get caught up in it and
you forget what you’re there
for. I don’t think we were
there long enough to really
enjoy it,” Vanderhook said.
“But it was a good experience;

you’ve got to learn.”
Known for his direct approach, Vanderhook’s attitude
goes back to what he says the
Fullerton baseball program is
all about: accountability.
“He’s not afraid to tell you
the truth,” senior infielder Jerrod Bravo said.
When mistakes are made,
Vanderhook said the players
point their thumb at themselves, not at anyone else.
“They have to learn how
to do things on their own because when you play baseball
and you get to home plate, it’s
one guy with the ball and one
guy with the bat,” Vanderhook said. “It’s a team sport,
but it’s one-on-one.”
Eastman took a perfect
game into the sixth inning
on Sunday in his first outing
as a Titan. Along with John
Gavin, Blake Quinn and Connor Seabold, Eastman rounded out a rotation that Vanderhook is optimistic about.
Fullerton’s 2015 team
had three bona fide stars
on its roster in Thomas Eshelman, Justin Garza and
David
Olmedo-Barrera.
All three players were selected in the Major League
Baseball draft and left the
team. A team doesn’t replace players like that,
Vanderhook said.
The Titans have a long
list of former players who
have pursued careers in the
majors. In Vanderhook’s
time as head coach, 18
players have been drafted
to big leagues, but he isn’t

about to take credit for it.
“They do the work; we
don’t do the work,” Vanderhook said. “They take the
process as they go around and
if they get drafted it’s not because we coached them. It’s
because they performed.”
Vanderhook has been
coaching since 1985, the
year after he won the College
World Series as a player with
the Titans in ‘84. Besides a
few seasons with Cal State
Northridge and UCLA, Vanderhook has spent his entire
career with Fullerton.
Despite working in college sports, he spends his
free time watching them, attending CSUF men’s basketball home games as often as
possible.
While Vanderhook supports other CSUF athletic programs, there’s plenty
of people that support his.
Over $155,000 were raised
at the “Dinner with the Titans” annual baseball fundraiser, which featured Academy-Award winner and
Fullerton alumnus Kevin Costner as the keynote
speaker.
All that backing warrants
expectation of another trip
to Omaha, but Vanderhook
is focusing on the matter at
hand.
“That’s all you can do
is prepare to go out and do
something. You can’t control
the results,” he said.
Aaron Valdez and Ryan
Porter contributed to this
story.

Jason Dietrich values comradery in baseball
CSUF pitching coach
revels in seeing his
players thrive
AMBER MASON
Daily Titan
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Jason Dietrich played for the Colorado Rockies organization for five
years before returning to school to earn his degree from CSUF.

During his senior year of
high school, Cal State Fullerton pitching coach Jason Dietrich suffered a shoulder injury that threatened to end his
baseball career. After his recovery, he realized how easily
the game he was so passionate about could be taken away
from him.
“It taught me to appreciate
everything, never take anything for granted and give it
my all in everything I do,” Dietrich said. “I always reflect
back on that.”
Dietrich went from being a
kid who dreamed of making it
to the show with his brothers,
to playing professionally and
ultimately being hired onto the
coaching staff of a Big West title-winning Titans team.
Entering his 18th year as a

coach, and his fifth at CSUF,
Dietrich noted how baseball
has consumed his entire life.
“There are many things I’ve
gained from baseball, from
friends to learning to deal with
life and being persistent in my
baseball career and academics,” Dietrich said.
Not only did baseball help
Dietrich grow, it helped his
family grow as well. He met
his wife through the sport
when the two were members
in the same wedding party of a
former teammate. The couple
now has a 5-year-old son who
attends Titan sports games
and enjoys being around the
players.
For all the gifts baseball
has given him, he does acknowledge its challenges: long
hours, working weekends and
being away from his family.
“It’s demanding in the sense
of the hours and time. You
have to have a strong support
system,” Dietrich said.
Prior to CSUF, Dietrich
played for Rancho Santiago
College until 1993. He posted a 6-1 record with a 2.69

earned-run average and eventually transferred to Pepperdine University.
According to Fullerton Athletics, he still holds records
at Pepperdine for lowest batting average at .186 and most
strikeouts per nine innings at
10.77.
Dietrich was drafted to
the Colorado Rockies of the
MLB in the 19th round after
his worthy performances at
Pepperdine.
After playing with the Colorado Rockies for five seasons,
Dietrich became a CSUF
alumnus when he graduated
from Cal State Fullerton with
a bachelor’s degree in criminal
justice.
As a student, Dietrich saidhe admired the Titan baseball
program from the stands. Having the opportunity to come
back years later as a part of the
coaching staff was always a
dream of his.
“I was very grateful to get
the opportunity to wear the
Titans across my chest,” said
Dietrich.
According to Dietrich, the

most rewarding reason to love
baseball is the brotherhood
that comes with it. Additionally, Dietrich is very proud of
watching the young men he
coaches excel at the sport.
Dietrich works with Titan
pitchers, helping them to fine
tune their skills in order put on
their best performance.
“He works the mental game
with them pretty good and
they’re prepared every time
they go out,” said Titan Head
Coach Rick Vanderhook.
The accolades earned
throughout Dietrich’s career,
however, are secondary in importance to the relationships
he has built over the years.
“I do it because I just love
being around the players and
trying to give back and teach
them the things that I’ve
learned,” Dietrich said. “It’s
getting to be a part of guys’
weddings, getting emails
saying they have kids, how
things are doing in their life.
Those are things that you
appreciate.”
Hayley M. Slye contributed
to this story.
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Infielder
deserves
a Bravo

CSUF veteran third baseman has
cemented a leading role for the Titans
RYAN PORTER
Daily Titan
California native Jerrod
Bravo is no stranger to the tedious and often-difficult life of
a student-athlete.
“I wake up, go to class, head
straight to practice. Depends if
I make lunch that day,” Bravo
said. “If I have night class, I
go to that, afterwards, depending on my schedule for school,
maybe study.”
Growing up in Cameron
Park, California, a young Bravo showed no interest in baseball. While most kids that age
were swinging and missing at
a stationary ball on a tee, Bravo was playing soccer.
His interest in baseball
manifested years later. He began playing around the age
of 9 and continued to do so

throughout his time at Ponderosa High School, where he
worked his way up to a spot
on the varsity team his junior
year.
For his efforts, he was
awarded first team all-league
honors his junior and senior
years.
After graduating high
school in 2011, he attended Sacramento City College,
where he redshirted his freshman year. He missed the first
season but practiced with the
team and played the next two
seasons.
Derek Sullivan, head coach
of the baseball team and kinesiology professor at Sacramento City College, knew he
helped craft a player ready for
greatness.
“He’s everything I hope a
Sac City player will become,”
Sullivan said via email. “A

PATRICK DO / DAILY TITAN

In 2015, Jerrod Bravo reached base in 44 consecutive games to set a new CSUF record. During a Big West Conference play, he
recorded a team-best .406 batting average with 13 RBI’s and 11 runs.

grinder, over-prepared, a competitor, loves to play. The way
he goes about his business is
what I’d like to see out of all
my players.”
After three years at Sacramento City College, Bravo
transferred to Cal State Fullerton as a business economics
major to play two more years
of college baseball.
During his first year in a
Titan uniform, the starting
third-baseman recorded a .318
batting average with 47 hits,
28 runs, 25 RBIs and a team
best .451 on-base percentage.

Bravo also set a school record by reaching base in 44
consecutive games.
“I didn’t even know until it
(the consecutive games) got
into the thirties, and then my
brother said something about
it. When it did happen, it was
in the back of my mind,” Bravo said.
At a point during the Titans’
2015 season, the team could
barely hold onto its above-.500
record of 21-20. After that, the
Titans were on a roll, eventually qualifying for the College
World Series.

Despite the series ending in
a quick two-and-out trip for
the Titans, it was an incredible
experience, Bravo said.
“As it was happening it was
kind of unbelievable,” he said.
“The whole parade, the ceremony in the beginning, I’m
kind of upset my phone died
that day so I didn’t get any
pictures.”
Though the offseason was
brief due to Fullerton representing the United States in
the 2015 World University
games in South Korea, Bravo
still managed to devote time to

fine-tune his skills.
In hopes of increasing
his power numbers, Bravo
worked on getting stronger for
the 2016 season.
The current senior infielder is prepared for his future
after college, but does not
quite know what to expect
yet. Baseball could be in the
future, but nothing is set in
stone.
“I’m planning on getting my degree after this semester. If baseball takes me
somewhere, I’ll go do that,”
Bravo said.

Chad Hockin looks to
seal a trip to Omaha
High-value closer
chose CSUF over an
array of other offers
SEAN KELLEY
Daily Titan
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Freshman infielder Coby Kauhaahaa finds the time to balance a strenuous class schedule with a
busy baseball routine.

Titans make the transition
from high school to college
Freshmen accept
larger workloads as
student-athletes
CINTHIA PASILLAS
Daily Titan
The transition from high
school to college is a challenge in itself, as many have
a difficult time coping with
a new environment. But
for Cal State Fullerton’s
freshmen baseball players, they are not only new
on campus, but they must
deal with a variety of extra
responsibilities.
CSUF baseball is considered a prestigious program by the NCAA. Numerous Titan athletes have
gone on to play at the major league level, setting a
high standard for incoming
freshmen.
“I knew what to expect.
It’s a prestigious school,”
said freshman infielder
Coby Kauhaahaa.
During his high school
years, Kauhaahaa worked
diligently, taking his game
to new heights in order prepare himself for Division I

college baseball.
First-year athletes are
sure to feel a vast difference between playing varsity baseball on their high
school team to playing
for an accredited college
program.
“The transition is pretty
big. This is one of the top
Division I programs in the
nation,” said freshman infielder Hank LoForte. “I
love baseball; I love coming out here everyday and
working with it.”
A challenge most freshmen athletes share is time
management. They are required to schedule classes around practices, games
and other athletic events.
“We’ve came a long way
as freshmen here and it’s going to get tougher and tougher,
and I mean you just got to bear
down and stay within yourself,” LoForte said.
According to LoForte,
most of the older players on
the team are willing to take
younger classmen under their
wing and teach them the ins
and outs of college baseball.
Kauhaahaa not only finds
help from his teammates
with baseball, but they are

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @DTSPORTSDESK

also helpful when it comes
to balancing schoolwork and
athletics.
Another distinction between high school and college
athletics are the number of
spectators attending a game.
The pressure of playing in a
sporting event is greatly magnified at the university level
due to fans counting on their
team to win.
Despite these challenges,
Fullerton’s standout freshmen like LoForte, Kauhaahaa and Colton Eastman
always remember to wear
their Titan uniforms with
pride.
“It feels great. I walk out of
here thinking we’re Cal State
Fullerton Titans,” LoForte
said.
This trio of freshmen
understand that the key
to a successful career for
CSUF’s baseball team not
only demands patience, but
also takes advantage of any
opportunities that present
themselves.
“They picked you for a
reason and when your time
comes, just show them
what that reason is and it
will all go from there,”
Eastman said.

If changing seats in the
classroom would guarantee
better grades, CSUF would
have a packed honor roll.
But trying to switch around
positions on the baseball diamond could end a player’s
dreams.
But not for Titan baseball standout pitcher Chad
Hockin. Hockin, a few years
removed from a momentous
change of positions, now
has the weight of Titan’s
baseball on his shoulders.
Hockin, a junior communications major at CSUF,
elevated from middle reliever to stopper this season with the hope that his
hard work, strong right
arm and array of pitches
will help lead the Titans
back to Omaha for the College World Series.
No stranger to high expectations, Hockin comes
from baseball royalty. His
grandfather was legendary Minnesota Twins player
Harmon
Killebrew.
Killebrew, known for his
slugging prowess, led the
American League in home
runs six times.
Hockin received offers
from other schools such as
Long Beach State, Oregon,
LSU, USC and UCLA, but
declared Titan Baseball as
the best fit.
“He’s gotten significantly
better,” said John Knott, his
head coach at Bonita High
School. “They had hoped
he would develop into a
closer and he’s just totally
blossomed.”
Hockin likes the aggressiveness of CSUF, calling
the Titans’ style of play
“down and dirty.”
As for the 2016 season,
the Titans are ranked 25th
in the country, according
to the USA Today coaches
poll.
“We’re a good group of
guys and we’re close. As
long as we hit and pitch
nine innings, we’re going to

COURTESY OF FULLERTON ATHLETICS

The grandson of Minnesota Twins’ legend, Harmon Killebrew, made
18 appearances with one start in 2015 and recorded a 2.95 ERA.

be good,” Hockin said.
Not one to live solely on
the mound, Hockin puts
school first. He understands
the importance of a college
degree, having seen baseball from the other side of
the lens.
“I know a lot of Twins,
announcers,
ex-players; they said if baseball
doesn’t work out, then I
can go into communications there and help them
out at the stadium and stuff
like that,” Hockin said.
“That’s why I’m studying
communications here. It’s a
bit of a backup.”
When asked about the
prospects of being drafted
by the major leagues, Hockin again deferred to school
first.
“Obviously school’s first,
but whatever happens this
year happens. But right
now it’s just thinking about
school and then this season,” Hockin said. “Being
drafted by any team would
be great.”
Knott sees the improvements Hockin has made

throughout his young baseball career.
“(Hockin) did a little bit
of everything,” Knott said.
“He did kind of what we
asked.”
Knott freely acknowledged Titan baseball in
developing Hockin as a
student-athlete.
“I think the coaches at
Cal State Fullerton deserve
a ton of credit for developing this kid,” Knott said.
“Being able to pitch the
way he has — increase his
velocity, pitch in big-time
games — says a lot about
Chad, and really says a lot
about the coaches instructing him and developing
him.”
With accolades and expectations aside, Hockin
talks freely about his day
on campus, his class schedule, and the importance of
academic advisers. And
with the constant reminders of his enormous potential, it’s good to know
a student-athlete has the
same daily expectations as
any CSUF student.

VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM/SPORTS

BASEBALL

PAGE 10
FEBRUARY 25, 2016 THURSDAY

Gavin
pitches
into
Fullerton’s
rotation

Sophomore southpaw
passes on Brewers to
attend dream school
RYAN WHITEHEAD
Daily Titan

During his time as a freshman in the 2015 season, left-handed pitcher John Gavin
achieved a 7-3 record in 17 starts, formulating an earned run average of 3.66.
PATRICK DO / DAILY TITAN

Most high school baseball players dream about attending their dream college
in order to pursue a career
in Major League Baseball.
But for Fullerton sophomore
pitcher John Gavin, a tougher choice had to be made after getting an offer from major leagues immediately out
of high school.
Despite being selected by
the Milwaukee Brewers in
the 39th round of the 2014
MLB draft, Gavin decided
to attend his dream school
at Cal State Fullerton.
“I’m from the Bay Area
and I would always go to
Stanford games as a kid and
the only time I would root
against Stanford was against
Cal State Fullerton,” Gavin
said. “It was an easy choice
for me to get better with
coach Rick Vanderhook.”
During his time as a
freshman at Fullerton,
Gavin put up an impressive 7-3 record in 17 starts
that season, posting a 3.66
earned run average (ERA)
with 86 innings pitched and
67 strikeouts. Normally the

rotation’s “Sunday” starter, Gavin moved behind
pitcher Thomas Eshelman
as the “Saturday” starter, after pitcher Justin Garza suffered a season-ending
injury.
Gavin’s parents have always been a source of inspiration and are among
his biggest role models.
He credits them for always
pushing him, no matter the
circumstances.
Gavin has also always
looked up to Chicago Cubs
pitcher Jon Lester. Gavin
was able to watch Lester
during his stint with the
Oakland Athletics and admired how he can keep control of the game the entire
time he pitches, as well as
keep his composure and attack any pitch.
Gavin’s workout routine
changes daily to prepare
him for games. On a day after he pitches, he would go
on a 40-minute run, hit the
weight room and ride the
stationary bike for a lower body workout. Also, he
makes sure he does not
throw the day before and
the day after he pitches.
Gavin’s baseball roots go
back to his great uncle, who
was on the Olympic team
for Stanford and hit the first
home run at Stanford Stadium in the 1940s.
“Athleticism runs in my

family, and it helps that I’m
good at it, and it’s keep me
going and it’s something
I’ve loved,” Gavin said.
On the field, Gavin enjoys fooling hitters with his
changeup, his go-to pitch
in a sticky situation. Gavin
considers the off-speed pitch
his best since high school. It
comes out of his hand like a
fastball, deceiving opposing
hitters.
Being a part of the CSUF
squad as a sophomore,
Gavin looks to his more experienced teammates for
help and advice. Last season
in particular, Gavin looked
up to pitcher Tyler Peitzmeier as a “big brother” figure
as well as Eshelman, Garza
and pitcher Willie Kuhl for
advice.
“I look to be more consistent every once in awhile, and
to let my teammates know
what they’re going to get out
of me this year,” Gavin said,
referring to his goals during
the 2016 season. “Hopefully as a team in general, we
can remain consistent all
season.”
For this season, Gavin
feels he has a lot of experience under his belt and
feels more confident about
making an impression.
Gavin expressed that he
just needs to go out there
and do what he can to help
the team win.

CSUF team heads north with Eastman
Freshman right-handed pitcher looks to help the Titans return to Omaha for a second consecutive trip to the College World Series
AARON VALDEZ
Daily Titan
Freshman
standout
Colton Eastman traveled
down to Southern California ready for what he hopes
to be a successful tenure
with Cal State Fullerton’s
storied baseball team.
The
19-year-old
right-handed pitcher will
look to make waves in his
first year of college as the
Titans embark on their
journey back to the College
World Series.
A Fresno native from
Central High School, Eastman was selected by the
Minnesota Twins as the
590th pick in the 20th
round of the 2015 Major
League Baseball draft.
Eastman, disappointed
he was not picked up earlier, decided to continue his
education at CSUF and join
the baseball team that is
considered to be one of the
best in the nation.
The pitching program at
CSUF attracted Eastman
the most when he decided
to play for the Titans. He
holds Jason Dietrich, Fullerton’s pitching coach, in
high regard.
“Jason Dietrich breeds
pitchers. Some of the best
pitchers that ever played
come out of this program,”
Eastman said. “To play for
him and to play for this
program is a big deal.”
Ever since he was young,
Eastman’s family has always been his strongest
line of support. His father enticed him into the
sport of baseball in the first

place, and coached Eastman for most of his life until high school.
Eastman believes his
abilities can be a valuable
asset to heavily reinforce
the Titans’ pitching rotation. Eastman has always
strived to be an uplifting
presence among his teammates, even in the darkest
of times.
The 6-foot-3 pitcher
credits the evolution of his
talents to always playing
with older and more experienced competition, putting
his skills to the test.
“I have always played
with people older than me
and coming to a program
where everyone is going to
be older than you is fun,”
Eastman said. “It is always
nice to gain extra knowledge from the older guys.”
With the Titans heading into a tough series
against the Indiana University Hoosiers this weekend, Eastman has already
earned a Big West Conference Pitcher of the Week
honor for his winning effort during the final game
of last weekend’s season-opening series against
the Stanford Cardinal.
In that contest, Eastman
retired the first 16 batters he
faced and was on his way to
a perfect game until the sixth
inning. Much of his family came to see his first outing in Titan uniform since the
game against Stanford took
place near his hometown of
Fresno.
The Titans would eventually go on to win that game
4-3, breaking a 12-game
Stanford losing skid in Palo

COURTESY OF TWITTER

Cal State Fullerton freshman sensation garnered a Big West Conference pitcher of the week honor for his efforts during the Titans’
4-3 vicotry over the Stanford Cardinal last weekend.

Alto as Eastman completed
5.1 innings pitched with five
strikeouts.
CSUF Head Coach Rick
Vanderhook had high praise
for Eastman’s poise during
his performance against the
Cardinals.

“(Eastman) is a competitive
kid,” Vanderhook said. “If we
can get five or six innings out
of our starters, we feel like
we’re pretty good in the bullpen, but he was really good.”
Academically,
Eastman
is looking to graduate as a

Religious
Directory

history major, hoping to become a teacher in case a career
in the major leagues does not
pan out.
As far as this season goes,
Eastman plans to heed Dietrich’s philosophy and keep
his composure no matter what

obstacles are thrown his way.
“Don’t let anything else
get to you and just stay
within what you know,”
Eastman said.
Hayley M. Slye contibuted to this story.

For more information
please contact
Religious Director:
Ayesha Doshi
adoshi@dailytitan.com
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CSUF baseball
season off to a
sluggish start
The Titans drop two of
three games in series
against Stanford
ANDREW SALMI
Daily Titan
The Cal State Fullerton
baseball team’s highly regarded pitching wasn’t enough
as the Titans once again lost
their season-opening series
to the Stanford Cardinal, 2-1
at Klein Field at Sunken Diamond over the weekend.
When Friday’s game was
postponed due to rain, the Titans (1-2 overall) had to open
their series against the Cardinal (2-1 overall) on Saturday for a doubleheader. Despite fantastic starting and
relief pitching from CSUF,
the Titans struggled mightily
to score any runs, falling 2-0
in game one and 2-1 in game
two.
But Titan senior outfielder Josh Vargas had an impressive Saturday against
Stanford, going 3-for-4 in
the first game and 2-for-4 in
the second game. Vargas, a
2015 Big West Conference
First Team selection last season, accounted for five of
the Titans’ nine total hits on

Saturday afternoon.
Junior pitcher Blake Quinn
and sophomore pitcher John
Gavin, who both started two
games Saturday, produced
solid outings for the Titans,
but couldn’t get the offensive
support they needed to win
either game. Quinn, a transfer from Fresno State University, surrendered only two
runs on four hits in 6.1 innings
pitched, while Gavin gave up
two runs on six hits in his six
innings pitched.
Cardinal freshman pitcher
Tristan Beck and junior pitcher Chris Castellanos, Quinn
and Gavin’s starting counterparts, prevented CSUF from
establishing any sort of offensive rhythm during Saturday’s
matchups.
Sunday was a brand new
day for the Titans. The offense
showed signs of life en route
to a 4-3 win over Stanford behind freshman starting pitcher
Colton Eastman. Eastman was
named the Big West Conference Pitcher of the Week after
he led CSUF to its first victory
of the season.
Eastman had an absolutely stellar debut for the Titans.
He flirted with a perfect game
into the sixth inning before
giving up three straight hits
and two runs.

Sophomore catcher Chris
Hudgins
and
freshman
shortstop Coby Kauhaahaa
smacked back-to-back doubles
with one out for the first two
runs of the game, followed by
an RBI single off the bat of
sophomore center fielder Scott
Hurst to cap off a three-run
second inning.
CSUF added a fourth run
in the top of the sixth inning when senior third baseman Jerrod Bravo singled up
the middle, which turned out
to be the winning run for the
Titans.
Fullerton returned home
Tuesday night for an exhibition game at Goodwin Field
against the NC Dinos, a professional Korean team from
Changwon, South Korea. The
Dinos routed the Titans 10-1.
Kauhaahaa and sophomore
third baseman Tristan Hildebrandt had two hits each,
with the lone RBI for the Titans coming on a bases-loaded
walk by Bravo in the bottom
of the seventh inning.
Up next, the Titans will
host the Indiana University Hoosiers (1-2 overall) at
Goodwin Field this weekend
for their home-opening series.
The first contest of the threegame slate is scheduled for
Friday night at 7 p.m.
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The Cal State Fullerton women’s tennis team continued its early season form, overcoming the
Golden Eagles of Cal State Los Angeles 6-1.

Titans soar over
the Golden Eagles
Women’s tennis picks
up nonconference win
against CSULA
VICTOR GALLEGOS
Daily Titan
The Cal State Fullerton
women’s tennis team, fresh
off its grind-out 4-3 win over
UC Davis, defeated the Cal
State Los Angeles Golden
Eagles 6-1 on Wednesday to
improve its overall record to
7-1.
While not many could
have predicted such a blazing start to the season, Head
Coach Dianne Matias saw
the potential and expected
nothing less.
“I expected a lot from this
team,” Matias said. “We
have a group of talented
players.”
Playing at home for the
first time since Feb. 3, the
Titans looked comfortable
from the start.
Getting a lead in singles
play has been crucial for the
Titans’ success this season.
The Titans swept the doubles
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Titans to a 2-0 record last
week, started off slowly in
Wednesday’s match. She
eventually rallied back to extend her personal winning
streak to three matches in
singles action.
Freshman Sarah Nuno
also continued her impressive form, recording five
wins in a row in singles as
she defeated CSULA’s Elizaveta Sokolova 6-1, 6-3.
All this early-season success has the Titans one victory shy of the eight total
games they won in Matias’
first year as coach in the
2013 season.
“It’s just changing the
culture,” Matias said. “Just
expecting more from ourselves. The freshmen are
good players. It adds a lot of
depth to our lineup.”
The Titans will now be
looking to start 2-0 in conference play for the first
time since 1991 with a
tough road match against
the UC Riverside Highlanders on Saturday at 11 a.m. at
the Student Recreation Center’s tennis courts.

Softball to ride momentum
into Palm Springs tournament
Titans face formidable
opponents in Mary
Nutter Classic
BRANDON ROSS
Daily Titan
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matches, giving them a
quick 1-0 lead to take into
the singles matches.
Juniors Alexis Valenzuela and Camille De Leon improved to 5-0 on the season
as doubles partners. They
showed great resiliency in
battling off the Golden Eagle duo of Nozomi Matsuoka
and Iris Raileanu.
Up 4-1 and well in control,
De Leon and Valenzuela
broke their serve. They immediately came back to take
a 5-2 lead and served out for
the win. Unfortunately, the
Eagles broke again.
The Eagles held serve, and
then narrowed the match to
5-4. Once again serving for
the win, Valenzuela and De
Leon fell in a 0-30 hole before clawing back and taking
the game and match, 6-4.
Freshman Masako Makiba also put in a stellar performance, bouncing back
from a set down to win by
scores of 3-6, 6-3 and 6-2
over Pyper Brown.
Makiba earned the title of Big West Conference
Women’s Tennis Athlete
of the Week for leading the

The Cal State Fullerton
softball team will look to
stay hot as it gears up for the
Mary Nutter Classic tournament in Palm Springs from
Thursday to Saturday.
CSUF will play the University of Utah Utes and the
University of Georgia Bulldogs on Thursday, followed
by the Oklahoma State
Cowgirls on Friday. The Titans will play a doubleheader to round out the tournament Saturday against the
Brigham Young University
Cougars and the New Mexico State Aggies.
Fullerton is coming off an
impressive weekend at the
Santa Clara Bronco Classic,
improving its overall record
to a dominant 8-2.
The Titans took four of
five contests in Santa Clara,
including two wins against
the Santa Clara State Broncos and the Seattle University Redhawks.
Fullerton’s first win of the
tournament over the Broncos gave Head Coach Kelly Ford her 100th win as a
Titan.
CSUF’s only defeat came

against the Idaho State Bengals in a narrow 3-2 loss in
10 innings.
Going into the Mary
Nutter Classic, CSUF is
putting on a showcase on
offense, boasting a .351
batting average with a .480
slugging percentage and 68
total runs scored. Leading
the charge is junior catcher
Alexis Gonzalez, who has
belted two home runs and
driven in eight runs with a
team-leading .474 batting
average.
Senior outfielder Courtney Rodriguez and senior
infielder Missy Taukeiaho
have both been outstanding table setters for the Titan offense boasting .406
and .448 batting averages,
respectfully.
The pitching for Fullerton has been impressive.
The team is shutting down
opposing bats with a 2.61
earned run average (ERA),
including three shutouts out
of 10 games.
The pitching staff has
been lead by freshman starter Sydney Golden, who has
been stifling the opposition
in the circle with a daggering 1.68 earned run average,
formulating a perfect 5-0 record that includes two complete games pitched. Senior
southpaw Desiree Ybarra
completes the starting rotation with a respectable 2.47
ERA in three starts.

Fullerton will begin the
Mary Nutter Classic against
a gritty Utah team, which
comes into the tournament
with an 8-3 record, including a five-game sweep
during the DeMarini Desert
Classic in Las Vegas, Nevada this past weekend. The
Utes are lead by sophomore
pitcher Miranda Viramontes, who has been perfect in
the circle with a 0.00 ERA
and a 4-0 record.
The Titans will then battle the Georgia Bulldogs
as part of a doubleheader Thursday. The Bulldogs
will be another challenge
for CSUF as they enter
the tournament 9-0 on the
season. They also come in
with a high-powered offense led by junior Sydni
Emanuel and her staggering .625 batting average.
Fullerton will be taking
on Oklahoma State on Friday, who enters the tournament with a below-average
4-6 record to start the season. Saturday, the Titans
will finish out the tournament against BYU and
then New Mexico State,
who come in with formidable 7-3 and 9-2 records,
respectfully.
The Titans will play their
third and last tournament of
February as they face some
stiff competition at the Mary
Nutter Classic Thursday
through Saturday.
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