
In a new legal strategy, 
marijuana dispensaries are 
transitioning into Oklevueha 
Native American Churches 
(ONAC) as places of healing 
and spiritual growth.

High Tide dispensary in 
Huntington Beach was the 
first clinic to make the step, 

transitioning into the Tree of 
Life Church in late February. 
Green Tree Remedy of Stan-
ton followed suit by becom-
ing Arbor Verde Church last 
month.

Dispensaries in Lomita 
and Costa Mesa are currently 
in the process of making the 
transition, said Patrick Mc-
Neal, an attorney assisting 
Matthew Pappas, the general 
counsel for ONAC.

For those skeptical about 
the new churches, McNeal 
assured they are places that 
will offer physical and spiri-
tual healing and not just be a 
marijuana dispensary under a 

different title.
“It is a real church. It’s not 

just a dispensary with a ban-
ner,” McNeal said. “We have 
a dispensary that’s convert-
ed, but we also have ancillary 
locations that are providing 
services.”

Some of the services in-
clude spirit centers where 
church members can meet 
with trained therapists and 
counselors, and healing cen-
ters where “bio-power” pro-
fessionals can administer al-
ternative medicine options.

The centers are operated 
by a trained staff, McNeal 
said. However, the church 

is currently working off of a 
referral basis until the new 
churches can promote more 
interest in member atten-
dance for the centers.

Eighty-four acres of land 
were also donated outside of 
Oroville, a city approximate-
ly 65 miles north of Sacra-
mento, to serve as a retreat 
center where leaders from the 
church can administer peyote 
and other psychotropic herbs 
to members in a controlled 
setting. The retreat center is 
set to open this summer.

But the choice to allow 
cannabis and other herbs be-
sides peyote isn’t sitting well 

with everyone. The National 
Council of Native American 
Churches negated the legiti-
macy of ONAC in a letter it 
released in February.

The letter chastised 
churches like ONAC for cul-
tural appropriation and took 
the stand that non-Native 
Americans were using the 
federal protections of tribes 
to further their personal and 
economic gains. The council 
was also upset that cannabis 
was being used at all and said 
that the traditional sacrament 
is solely peyote.
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Marijuana dispensaries 
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David Gaskin (left), ambassador of Oklevueha Native American Church, and David James (right), secretary of Orange County National Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws (NORML), stand in front of the church’s tribal symbols. 
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Grad exercises 
basketball passion 
off the court

HARRISON FAIGEN
For the Daily Titan

It all started during com-
mutes with his father. Cal 
State Fullerton alumnus 
Larry Coon remembers 
countless drives when the 
iconic sound of Chick Hearn 
calling a Lakers game filled 
the car on their way through 
Southern California.

However, the love for the 
Lakers and basketball that 
Coon developed from these 
trips didn’t inspire dreams 
of one day suiting up in one 
of the team’s purple and 
gold jerseys.

“I have too much respect 
for the sport of basketball 
to denigrate it by touching 
a basketball,” joked Coon, 
now a graying 53-year-old 
computer scientist, between 
bites of salad at Tender 
Greens.

Instead of degrading bas-
ketball, Coon’s craving to un-
derstand the game led him to 
enhance his own, and eventu-
ally the public’s, knowledge 
of it. He became one of the 
foremost public experts on the 
NBA’s salary cap system.

The NBA’s Collective Bar-
gaining Agreement (CBA) 
sets the rules for the salary 
cap system. Salary caps are 
used to ensure that teams 
with greater funds cannot 
monopolize players by “plac-
ing a limit on the total sal-
aries each team can pay its 
players during the season,” 
according to a summary of 
the 2011 NBA Collective 
Bargaining Agreement.

Cannabis clinics 
find protection under 
religious freedom

SARAH WOLSTONCROFT
For the Daily Titan
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Freshman guard Khalil Ah-
mad may be a dominant force 
on the hardwood for the Cal 
State Fullerton men’s basket-
ball team, but he’s a quiet, laid-
back individual off the court.

“He’s very quiet until he gets 
to know you,” said Kyle All-
man, CSUF freshman guard. 
“During the summer when I 
was new, me and Khalil didn’t 
really speak. It took awhile for 
me and Khalil to get cool so I 
can say he is a really down-to-
earth person.”

The reigning Big West 

Conference freshman of the 
year was not only recognized 
by his teammates for his bas-
ketball acumen, but through-
out the conference and the 
West Coast. 

“It’s a really big accom-
plishment because at the be-
ginning of the year that was 
one of the goals I set with the 
coaching staff,” Ahmad said. 
“Having been the first one in a 
while to achieve that is a really 
big deal to me.”

Prior to his early success-
es with the Titans, Ahmad 
went to Centennial High 
School in Corona, where 
he averaged 11.8 points and 
7.2 rebounds per game as 
a senior, with Centennial 
ranked fourth in the state. 
During his junior season, 
he led them to the CIF State 
Boys Playoff Championship 
game in Sacramento under 

Head Coach Josh Giles.
“(Giles) meant a lot,” Ah-

mad said. “He helped me 
get my scholarship here. 
He helped me learn how 
to work hard, how to work 
smart, to be competitive.”

CSUF competed to land 
Ahmad out of high school 
as he garnered interest 
from other Division I insti-
tutions such as Long Beach 
State, UC Berkeley, Tulsa 
University and UC Irvine. 
According to ESPN, he 
was a two-star athlete and 
received a scout ranking of 
66.

After mulling scholar-
ship offers from Fullerton 
and Tulsa, he chose CSUF, 
a move inspired for two 
reasons: proximity and the 
coaching staff.

Rising Fullerton 
star shares first 
year experience

BRANDON ROSS
Daily Titan

Khalil Ahmad was the first Titan since Bobby Brown in 2003-2004 to win the Big West Freshman 
Player of the Year award. He also went on to shatter the CSUF freshman scoring record.
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Data leak 
prompts 
investigation

Supreme 
Court rules 
on voting

OC inmate 
escapes  
transport
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A massive da-
tabase leak tying 
world leaders to off-
shore accounts has 
prompted a world-
wide investigation, 
according to The 
Guardian.

The documents 
were leaked from 
Panama-based off-
shore law firm Mos-
sack Fonseca and 
were obtained by an 
anonymous source.

Vladimir Putin is 
one of 12 national 
leaders among 143 
politicians, along with 
their friends, fami-
lies and associates, 
who have been tied 
to these offshore 
accounts. 

The leaked doc-
uments allege that 
many of these pub-
lic figures and pol-
iticians are using 
these accounts to 
hide vast amounts 
of wealth and exploit 
tax regimes.

The U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled Monday 
that states may count 
all residents, regard-
less of their vot-
ing eligibility, when 
drawing election dis-
trict lines, accord-
ing to The New York 
Times.

Republicans would 
have benefitted had 
the justices required 
that only eligible vot-
ers be counted, be-
cause the ruling 
would have shifted 
the political power 
from cities to tradi-
tionally conservative 
rural areas.

The case arose 
when Texas state 
lawmakers asked the 
court to reconsider 
the criteria to deter-
mine district lines.

Two inmates, one 
from Orange County, 
escaped from a van 
en-route to a prison in 
Jackson, Minnesota. 

31-year-old James 
Thomas Banks has 
been charged with 
unarmed robbery, 
escape from a felony 
jail, and conspiracy to 
escape from a felony 
jail. 

Authorities from all 
over the Florida Pan-
handle are looking for 
Banks and the oth-
er inmate, who es-
caped while the bus 
was moving slowly 
somewhere between 
Walton and Leon 
counties.

Reports have come 
in that a silver 2005 
Honda Element went 
missing in neighbor-
ing Ponce de Leon 
and police believe 
that the duo may have 
stolen it as a getaway 
vehicle. 
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As part of an ongoing 
gang prevention effort, the 
Orange County district at-
torney’s office hosted a soc-
cer camp at Cal State Ful-
lerton last week.

The Gang Reduction In-
tervention Partnership 
(GRIP) program aims to 
help children build self-es-
teem and health awareness. 
This year’s effort was de-
signed to keep at-risk stu-
dents positively engaged 
during their spring break by 
hosting a three-day soccer 
camp at CSUF. 

Although kids in the 
GRIP program are not in 
gangs, they live in com-
munities occupied by gang 
members, said Tracy Mill-
er, assistant DA of Orange 
County and supervisor of 
the OC GRIP.

“We pick fourth through 
eighth graders before they 
join a gang to try to influ-
ence them from different 
choices. Spring break is a 
time where the kids have 
nothing to do at home and 
(gangs) pick up on them,” 
Miller said.

Many of the children live 
in “gang territory,” said 
Shannon Back, deputy DA 
of Orange County.

“It is a great opportu-
nity to get these kids out-
side of their community 
and meet kids from other 

communities,” Back said. 
“This is also a great oppor-
tunity from a cop’s perspec-
tive as well as from all of 
the kids.”

Fullerton Police De-
partment, CSUF Universi-
ty Police, Buena Park Po-
lice Department, Probation 
Department and Orange 
County DA investigators 
all contributed time to the 
program.

Orange County Proba-
tion Chief Steve Sentman 
watched the final match, 
played under 80-degree 
Fahrenheit weather and 
filled with the sounds of 
kids cheering on team-

mates, whistles blowing and 
students laughing.

“All these kids just want 
to be kids, and having an 
environment around them 
that is safe and encouraging 
… that is the best outcome 
I have seen,” Sentman said. 
“The most moving outcome 
is to see a kid go through a 
school year and earn a hol-
iday dinner and be able to 
hand that to his family.” 

University Police Capt. 
Scot Willey agreed and said 
children are able to see po-
lice officers in a more hu-
man light.

“Many times we have 
people come up to us with 
their kids and say, ‘Now 
if you are not good, he is 

going to arrest you.’ We try 
to stop that from happen-
ing and show we are good 
humans that care about 
our communities,” Willey 
said.

The kids get excited about 
the abundance of law en-
forcement around them, and 
some say they want to be-
come officers, Back said.

“A lot of the people you 
see around here are dif-
ferent police officers from 
different agencies who are 
volunteering their time to 
coach the kids … they have 
been out here every day 
coaching the kids,” Back 
said.

Miller also noted CSUF 
students’ efforts to interact 
with the kids.

“One of the coolest mo-
ments of my career was 
yesterday. Cal State Ful-
lerton students would walk 
by and jump in a play with 
them. It was amazing,” she 
said on the final day of the 
camp. 

Back was glad to see that 
the tour of CSUF that stu-
dents received on the first 
day of the camp inspired 
some.

“I was talking to a few 
of the little girls, and they 
were saying how they can’t 
wait to go to college. It’s a 
really great experience,” 
Back said.

Soccer activities held 
at CSUF to keep youth 
positively engaged

MEGAN SMITH
Daily Titan

The event gave children living in “gang territory” an opportunity to meet other kids and play soccer 
in a safe environment.

MEGAN SMITH / DAILY TITAN

Youth in communities riddled with gang activity attended a soccer event hosted by the Orange 
County district attorney’s office at Cal State Fullerton. 

MEGAN SMITH / DAILY TITAN

Event sought to keep 
kids out of gangs

SHANNON BACK
Deputy DA of Orange County

    It is a great opportunity to get these 
kids outside of their community and meet 
kids from other communities.

““

@theDailyTitan
follow us
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Pot: Church status 
offers weed safety

AARC hits 10-year anniversary

The 10-Year Anniversary 
Celebration of the African 
American Resource Center 
(AARC) on Monday served 
as an acknowledgment of 
the past, present and future 
of the black Titan experience 

since the development of the 
center in 2006.

Faculty and family, as well 
as a handful of Cal State 
Fullerton students, filled up 
nearly every seat in Pavilion 
C of the Titan Student Union 
to celebrate the 10 years the 
AARC has been available to 
African-American students 
on campus.

AARC is a space on cam-
pus that is designed to pro-
vide resources and services 
that aid in the success of the 
African-American students 

on campus and give them a 
source of empowerment and 
inclusion.

AARC Coordinator Fnann 
Keflezighi put on the cele-
bration to acknowledge that 
CSUF has invested 10 years 
into a black resource cen-
ter, while other universities 
across the country are fight-
ing to have centers of their 
own. It is also a timely cel-
ebration considering the na-
tional rebirth of race con-
sciousness, Keflezighi said.

The event began with an 

acknowledgement of the 
history of African-Amer-
icans in the United States 
with references to figures 
like Sojourner Truth, Mar-
cus Garvey and Maya An-
gelou, as well as the history 
of CSUF’s AARC. An ap-
preciation for the early black 
students at Cal State Fuller-
ton who laid the foundation 
for spaces such as the AARC 
took place afterward.

Founders such as alumna 
and former African-Amer-
ican studies professor Julie 

Stokes, who played a major 
role in developing spaces 
like AARC, were honored at 
the event.

The event was followed by 
attendees singing the black 
national anthem, “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing.” 

Berenecea Eanes, Ph.D., 
vice president for Stu-
dent Affairs, was in at-
tendance and was excit-
ed to celebrate the 10-year 
milestone. 

“I think that this is 
the ideal event with an 

ideal contribution of the 
students’ desire to doing 
so,” she said.

Students were eager to 
support the celebration. 
Russell Williams, human 
services major, said it was 
significant to attend the 
event. 

“I’m just really glad to 
be here (and) see the sup-
port from other people,” 
Williams said. “We are a 
small community … and 
divided we fall and togeth-
er we are strong.”

Event held to celebrate 
the African American 
Resource Center 

IMAN LATHAN
Daily Titan

The African American Resource Center (AARC) at Cal State Fullerton celebrated 10 years of being active at the Titan Student Union on Monday. The event honored founders of the center and 
other significant African American figures. Attendees of the celebration experienced live music, guest speakers and a dinner. 
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“We know who we are, 
and we know where we 
come from,” the letter 
said. “We know the atroci-
ties visited upon us. We re-
ject the attempts to grasp 
onto our indigenous ways 
and deceive the public by 
claiming them as their own 
for their own personal en-
joyment or for profit.”

The council doesn’t 
agree with the “eclectic” 
nature of ONAC, McNeal 
said.

“The church accepts 
people from all kinds of 
walks of life and belief 
systems,” he said. “You’re 
not going to see a sermon 
there because the people 
that come are going to be 
of diverse beliefs. What 
you will see is the promo-
tion of the core values.”

ONAC’s core values, dis-
played in the waiting room 

of Arbor Verde Church, in-
clude love, truth, humility, 
wisdom, honesty, courage 
and respect. The official 
ONAC website also places 
an emphasis on connecting 
to nature.

Official membership 
from the ONAC website is 
$200 if unaffiliated with a 
federally recognized tribe, 
but membership costs un-
der individual church-
es will differ and depend 
on the discretion of each 
church, McNeal said.

While gaining offi-
cial membership provides 
the ability to carry sacra-
ments like cannabis out-
side of the church, regu-
lation will still depend on 
individual police officers 
who may not be trained to 
recognize the legitimacy 
of the church membership 
card as being equivalent to 
a 420-compliant card, Mc-
Neal said.

While the Los Angeles 
Times reported a Febru-
ary police raid of the tran-
sitioning Costa Mesa loca-
tion, no raids have taken 
place at the established 
Huntington Beach and 
Stanton locations yet.

The ONAC legal team 
expects to see reactions 
from Orange County po-
lice forces, even with dis-
pensaries that have suc-
cessfully made the full 
transition to churches, Mc-
Neal said. However, Mc-
Neal is unwilling to give 
up his belief in the impor-
tance of the church.

“For some, it will be a 
stalling tactic until legal-
ization, for some a pro-
tection, and others will 
stay committed,” McNeal 
said. “I can speak for the 
churches I’m involved 
with; they’re going to stick 
with it and stay active in 
promoting it.”



Last year, the CBA 
raised the cap from 
$62.065 million to $70 
million, the highest salary 
cap to date.

Understanding the CBA 
and its intricate rules is 
not for everyone. When 
most watch the dominance 
of a team like the Golden 
State Warriors, they focus 
on Stephen Curry’s skill 
on the court, rather than 
how his $11.4 million sal-
ary for this season allows 
the team’s management to 
put a talented team around 
him. 

For those who want to 
understand the CBA’s in-
ner workings, however, 
Coon and his CBA FAQ 
offer answers.

“Larry’s FAQ is the de-
finitive starting point if 
you want to learn how 
the business of the NBA 
works. I’ve read it back-
wards and forwards,” said 
Eric Pincus, Los Angeles 
Times writer and Coon’s 
co-host on the Basketball 
Insiders podcast.

Baxter Holmes, who cov-
ers the Lakers for ESPN 
and cites Coon’s FAQ as 
one of his more frequently 
accessed pages, agrees.

“(He’s) just an invalu-
able resource,” Holmes 
said. “There’s no way to 
put into words what Lar-
ry Coon means to a lot of 
journalists who are doing 
their best to understand the 
legalese of the CBA. With-
out him, I don’t know how 
far we’d get.”

Coon never dreamed 
of how far he’d get in 
NBA circles when he be-
gan assembling his FAQ. 
In fact, it wasn’t even his 
first choice as a career, 
nor was it the first thing 
he was ever good at. That 
would be cycling, an area 
in which his skill was great 
enough to give him dreams 
of racing professionally.

“If I was an NBA player, 
at my skill level, I’d be set. 
You could say I was defi-
nitely in the top 200 of cy-
clists,” Coon said. “But in 
cycling, if you’re not one 
of the top four or five guys, 
forget it.”

After cycling, he spent 
most of his spare time 
learning computer science 
at Santa Ana College.

Coon was so good with 
computers that Santa Ana 
College hired him as a 
programmer while allow-
ing him to go to school at 
CSUF to earn his degree. 

Coon graduated from 
CSUF and was hired by 
UC Irvine to help create its 
Articulation System Stim-
ulating Interinstitution-
al Student Transfer (AS-
SIST) website, which is 
designed to help commu-
nity college students trans-
fer to California’s public 
universities.

When he wasn’t work-
ing at his day job, Coon, 
still an avid NBA fan, be-
gan exploring the intrica-
cies of the league’s Byz-
antine CBA and salary cap 
structure.

“I always have a big 
thing I do outside of what-
ever it is I’m doing. It was 
bike racing. Then, af-
ter I was done, there was 
the going back to college 
for a while. Then it was 

teaching. Then it was the 
NBA,” Coon said.

Coon’s current project 
started with a desire to 
predict future transactions 
in NBA teams by under-
standing the league’s sala-
ry rules.

“It’s the late ‘90s, and 
there’s no real information 
out there explaining this 
stuff,” Coon said.

Coon, inspired by his 
background and experience 
of making FAQ guides for 
new types of software, de-
cided to write his own FAQ 
for the NBA’s CBA using 
information he learned 
over time from following 
coverage of the league.

Contrary to popular be-
lief, Coon wasn’t even 
the first to write such an 
FAQ.

“Somebody had done 
one a couple of years be-
fore I did one, and I acci-
dentally contributed some 
stuff to it, but the entire 
thing was two pages long 
and most of the answers 
were, ‘I don’t know,’” he 
said. 

So Coon set out to get 

better answers. He and his 
friend Josh Frankel, a New 
York City-based stockbro-
ker, began calling various 
league officials with ques-
tions until they eventually 
found their Holy Grail: a 
copy of the CBA itself.

“We thought it was com-
pletely private. And (the 
league administrator we 
spoke with) said, ‘It is 
available, but nobody ever 
asks for it except for the 
occasional law student,’” 
he said. “So we’re like, 
‘Okay, send it.’”

With his extensive 
search for answers, Coon 
said the majority of the 
FAQs were born over the 
course of a week while at 
home taking care of his 
newborn daughter.

“Larry is one of my fa-
vorite people in the NBA 
because I love the ins and 
outs of the salary cap and 
I hate making salary-cap 
mistakes, even though all 
reporters do eventually,” 
ESPN senior NBA writ-
er and former Titan Marc 
Stein wrote via email. 
“Thanks largely to Larry’s 

tutelage, I’ve gotten better 
over the years.”

In addition to estab-
lishing his expertise as 
the leading expert on the 
CBA for fans and journal-
ists alike, Coon’s hobby 
has led to writing jobs at 
places like The New York 
Times and ESPN.

Coon has come a long 
way from those Chick 
Hearn-soundtracked car 
rides with his father that 
initially inspired his love 
of the game.

Not many lifelong bas-
ketball junkies like Coon 
could turn down the 
chance to work in the NBA 
front offices that now uti-
lize his expertise for free, 
but the CBA expert doesn’t 
anticipate joining their 
ranks anytime soon.

“I have flirted with the 
idea (of working for an 
NBA team), but part of it 
is I’ve got a career, I’ve got 
a family, I’m established,” 
Coon said.

Just don’t expect him on 
the court at any point. He 
wouldn’t want to disre-
spect the game.
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Though sexuality and 
romance are a large part 
of modern culture, there 
are some individuals who 
don’t experience those 
feelings at all.

Every Friday, student 
members of Cal State Ful-
lerton’s A-Spectrum gath-
er to talk about asexuality 
and aromanticism.

Asexuality is “a term 
used to describe someone 
who does not experience 
sexual attraction toward 
individuals of any gender,” 
according to the LGBTQ 
center website for Univer-
sity of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. Aromanticism 
describes “individuals who 
do not experience romantic 

attraction toward individ-
uals of any gender(s),” but 
may still engage in sexual 
activity, according to the 
same website.

Those who identify 
with these orientations 
are referred to as “ace” 
for asexual and “aro” for 
aromantic. 

Ari Fazio, 22, is an an-
imation major at CSUF 
who identifies as a “gray 
asexual” and an “aroflux.” 
“Gray” means Fazio oc-
casionally finds herself 
experiencing a feeling 
that might be sexual at-
traction. The addition of 
the term “flux” to an aro-
mantic orientation works 
the same way as the word 
“gray” does for an asex-
ual orientation. That is, 
on very rare occasions, 
Fazio experiences what she 
thinks might be romantic 
interest.

Her realization devel-
oped separately for the 
two orientations; therefore, 

she identifies them 
separately.

“It’s a double standard 
here (in the United States), 
almost,” Fazio said. “It’s 
like everything is inundat-
ed with sex, but also sex is 
bad and don’t do it, but if 
you don’t want sex, then 
what’s wrong with you?”

When Fazio and two 
other students founded 
A-Spectrum last semester, 
there were about eight stu-
dents who attended consis-
tently, but attendance now 
ranges from about five to 
13 students every meeting, 
Fazio said.

“As a community, we al-
ways kind of feel like we’re 
really small and hidden. 
Thirteen people were like, 
‘Oh my god, where did you 
all come from? How are 
there this many ace people 
on this campus?’” Fazio 
said.

Joanne Edelstein is a 
22-year-old theater pro-
duction and design major 

who “officially” identi-
fied herself as both asexual 
and aromantic during her 
freshman year of college, 
when she discovered the 
term. However, she says 
she has known for as long 
as she has understood what 
a relationship is, proba-
bly since around second or 
third grade.

As a kid, Edelstein said 
she would cover her eyes 
when there was kissing in 
the movie theater.

Rachel Wilson, a 
20-year-old anthropol-
ogy major, said she be-
gan identifying as asexu-
al during her senior year 
of high school, when she 
was researching sexual 
orientations.

“I just did more and 
more research and I’m 
like, ‘Okay, I’m starting to 
feel I can connect to this,’” 
Wilson said.

Although the people in 
attendance land on differ-
ent points of the ace and 

aro spectrums, Fazio said 
the meetings are a way for 
all of them to gain some 
personal relief. 

The group often reflects 
on the struggles and expe-
riences they have in com-
mon, such as being told 
they were lucky for not 
having to deal with sexual 
feelings, or being told they 
just haven’t met the right 
person yet.

“You get those feelings 
of guilt from people. You 
don’t know how to feel 
about it and then you start 
questioning if something is 
wrong with you,” Edelstein 
said.

Outside of the meetings, 
Fazio said the group has 
set up informational tables 
on campus.

“Last semester was for 
asexual awareness, and 
this semester was for aro-
mantic awareness to sort 
of try to get those terms 
out there so people recog-
nize them and are aware 

of what that means,” she 
said.

Danielle Duchene, a 
21-year-old liberal stud-
ies major, is new to the 
A-Spectrum meetings this 
semester.

“I don’t think I have ever 
met another asexual per-
son. It’s nice to know that 
there are other people out 
there,” Duchene said.

The group members 
agreed that the meetings 
are a good way to find both 
solace and solidarity, and 
to raise awareness about 
different orientations.

“We exist, there is noth-
ing wrong with us, it’s an 
actual orientation. It’s a 
fluid orientation some-
times, for some people,” 
Edelstein said.

A-Spectrum meetings are 
held every Friday from 4 to 5 
p.m. in TSU 250. The meet-
ings are open to anyone who 
identifies as asexual or aro-
mantic or is questioning if he 
or she is. 

Meetings provide 
support for asexuals 
and aromantics

DESIREE HALEY
Daily Titan

Students find inclusivity in A-Spectrum

Grad: Alumnus clarifies NBA salaries 
CONTINUED FROM     1

Larry Coon’s lifelong passion for basketball led him to created the NBA’s Collective Bargaining Agreement FAQ webpage. The CSUF alumnus’ site has become one of the most frequented and 
informative websites for those who are trying to understand the NBA’s salary caps.

PATRICK DO / DAILY TITAN
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North Carolina Repub-
lican Gov. Pat McCrory 
passed House Bill 2, also 
known as the “bathroom 
bill,” on March 23, which 
weakened anti-discrimina-
tion protection of LGBTQ 
citizens. This was a ridicu-
lous overreaction to an or-
dinance that allowed peo-
ple to use bathrooms based 
on the gender they identify 
as.

The ‘bathroom bill’ di-
rectly opposes North Car-
olina’s previous legislation 
that allowed people to use 
restrooms they identify 
with. The latest movement, 
requires a person to use the 
restroom which coincides 
with the gender assigned to 
their birth certificate.

The bill should be re-
pealed immediately, as 
it does not represent the 
views of every North Car-
olina representative.

The bill’s deliberation 
was caught up in drama 
when all 11 Democrats 
walked out of the Senate 
before signing it.

“This is a direct affront 
to equality, civil rights and 
local autonomy,” said Sen. 
Dan Blue, Senate Demo-
cratic leader.

The fact that every dem-
ocratic official stepped out 
of the hearing implies an 
overbearing presence of 
right-wing decision-mak-
ing ideology during the 
bill’s assembly. 

The bill’s passing was 
justified under the guise of 
a protective measure, as it 
was said to be intended to 
keep women and children 
from possible threats in a 
place of high vulnerability, 
such as a restroom.

Proponents of the bath-
room bill believe that what 
they “are doing is preserv-
ing a sense of privacy peo-
ple have long expected,” 
said Republican Rep. Dan 
Bishop, a sponsor of the 
bill.

This rationale doesn’t 
sit well with many for 
practical reasons. First of 
all, forcing a transgender 

woman to attend a men’s 
restroom may be more 
treacherous than letting her 
go to the one with which 
she identifies.

Madeleine Gause, a 
transgender woman ex-
pressed concern of the 
bill’s absurdity.

“People aren’t getting 
raped and murdered; they 
are just going to the bath-
room,” Gause said.

Not only did North Caroli-
na experience some backlash 
from the local population as 
a result of the bill, but many 
companies that operate in the 
state have voiced criticism 
with the law.

Comments made by compa-
nies showed a clear division of 
ideologies. While some con-
servative groups praised the 
governor in tweets, companies 
like Apple said, “We were dis-
appointed to see Gov. McCro-
ry sign this legislation.”

The Obama administra-
tion is also putting pressure 
on the state to repeal the law 
by threatening to halt federal 
aid for schools, highways and 
housing.

The Obama administration 
has shown its willingness to 
fight for gay and transgender 

groups and federal support in 
the matter could go a long way 
in resolving the issue. But cut-
ting off supplies from North 
Carolina may run the risk 
of punishing citizens for the 
crimes of the legislature.

Sure, it’s a good strategy, 
and hopefully McCrory can 
recognize the controversy that 
has risen and act in accor-
dance with the wishes of the 
thousands, but losing federal 
money could “send the state 
into a budget crisis and jeop-
ardize services that are cen-
tral to daily life,” wrote Matt 
Apuzzo and Alan Blinder for 
The New York Times.

The only thing to do now is 
to rally against the act until 
the North Carolina Senate 
can come to its senses and 
repeal the bill that literal-
ly is telling people where to 
go to the restroom, which 
seems like an overreach 
of the government’s influ-
ence, said Mac McCorkle, 
former Democratic consul-
tant and associate profes-
sor of public policy at Duke 
University.

“This doesn’t seem con-
servative to me. This 
seems authoritarian,” Mc-
Corkle said.

Recent bill wrongly 
rejects rights for 
LGBTQ community

RISHU BHARDWAJ
Daily Titan

The “bathroom bill” negates the rights of transgender individuals to use bathrooms that align with the gender they identify with. The 
legislation is overtly ignorant and mistreats LGBTQ members.

COURTESY OF FLICKR.COM

North Carolina flushes trans 
equality down the drain

Bernie’s free tuition is not viable

Bernie Sanders says he 
can make tuition-free col-
lege a reality, but reality 
says differently.

Sanders has done an 
amazing job of rallying 
college students this elec-
tion season. He pulled in a 
whopping 83 percent of the 
millennial vote in the New 
Hampshire primary, accord-
ing to NBC News. But Sand-
ers’ support is built upon 
false hope. He continues to 
preach the idea of a political 
revolution that will suddenly 
occur if he is elected presi-
dent, but he tends to forget 
about checks and balances.

No revolution is going to 
happen unless Sanders can 
manage to get the vast ma-
jority of Congress voted out 
of office and replaced with 
representatives that will help 
his revolution’s cause. The 
odds of that happening are 
slim, but it is just one of the 
concerns regarding his tui-
tion-free proposal. 

Sanders plans to pay for 
this $75 billion-a-year pro-
posal through his “Wall 
Street speculation tax” plan 
according to U.S. News & 
World Report. A 30-cent 
tax like this could bring in 
an estimated $35 billion a 
year, leaving $40 billion of 

Sanders’ plan unaccount-
ed for. Additionally, “many 
firms would find ways to get 
around the tax by routing 
transactions through over-
seas markets,” wrote Jim 
Zarroli for NPR. 

However, there is nothing 
plausible about the way the 
senator would implement tu-
ition-free college.

“I think the transaction 
tax is something that should 
be explored, but as a sepa-
rate issue from tuition-free 
college,” said Don Mat-
thewson, Ph.D., professor of 
political science at CSUF. 
Sanders should not be as-
sociating his college tuition 
plan with a tax, he said.

Matthewson instead pro-
posed a different idea, spe-
cifically for the CSU. 

“Suppose at the Cal States 
you pay no tuition as long as 
you maintain a full load di-
rected toward graduating in 
four years and maintain a B 
average,” Matthewson said. 
“If you can do that then you 
will pay no tuition.”

Matthewson based his 
idea on the size of the state’s 
economy. Internally, Cali-
fornia can afford to make a 
plan like this a reality with-
out Sanders’ speculation tax, 
he said. 

Matthewson said that both 
conservatives and liberals 
would be able to buy into 
this plan because it has re-
sponsibility built into it.

“I like the idea of free tu-
ition, but I want some re-
sponsibility on the part of 
the student, too,” he said. 

And while the idea is viable, 
it is far from what Sanders is 
proposing. 

It is the goal of CSUF 
President Mildred García 
and the entire CSU sys-
tem to expand enrollment, 
which is a wonderful idea. 
Offering free tuition cer-
tainly does make expand-
ing enrollment easier, but it 
would also cause the qual-
ity of education and the 
quality of life on campus to 
slip. Also, even though tu-
ition would be taken care 

of, students would still 
be subject to campus fees 
that would likely increase 
as a result of tuition-free 
college. 

Sanders argues that the 
United States is one of the 
only developed nations in the 
world that does not guaran-
tee tuition-free college. This 
is not a very strong argument 
when looking at the numbers. 
Sanders’ campaign website 
talks about certain Europe-
an countries that have made 
their colleges tuition-free, but 

the website does not compare 
their population sizes to that of 
the United States.

Sanders’ website men-
tions Germany (population 
82 million), Finland (popu-
lation 5.4 million), Norway 
(population 5 million) and 
Sweden (population 9.6 mil-
lion). The United States has 
a population three times as 
large as those four countries 
combined. We should not be 
comparing the massive ed-
ucation system of the Unit-
ed States to the education 

systems of much smaller 
countries.

As much as students 
would love to go to school 
for free, that’s just not the 
way it is. It’s not reality, or 
even a realistic belief. And 
it certainly is not some-
thing that should be a pres-
idential campaign promise 
when the hopes of so many 
young Americans are rid-
ing on it. Sanders should be 
realistic. He stop making 
promises we cannot keep 
and cannot afford.

Plan to eliminate cost 
of attending college 
far from realistic

NICOLAS GARCIA
For the Daily Titan

The 74-year-old Democratic candidate’s platform to get rid of college costs is resonating with young voters. Though it seems great in 
theory, his plan cannot realistically support itself.

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA

Submit a letter to the editor at 
editorinchief@dailytitan.com
with the subject line as
‘letter to the editor’

(Letters may be edited to fit our style)
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ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You are blessed with an abun-
dance of energy and are willing to 
pace yourself so you don’t end up 
exhausted. Following your regular 
routine will work in your favor as 
long as you aren’t distracted by 
something trivial.

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

Sometimes you are so crystal 
clear about your agenda that 
everyone knows exactly what’s on 
your mind. Even if your message 
creates conflict, you’re usually 
courageously open about who you 
are and what you feel.   

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Your enthusiasm about your future 
makes you believe that you can do 
nearly anything now. Convincing 
you to sign onto an extra project is 
a piece of cake, and luckily, your 
unrelenting determination enables 
you to accomplish things that 
would be impossible on another 
day.

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

You possess a high level of stami-
na today and therefore can play 
at the top of your game. But 
you might grow restless if you’re 
required to focus on too many 
details at once. You typically don’t 
mind being practical as long as 
you can see that you’re making 
progress.  

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

No matter what complications 
make your life difficult, the resis-
tance is finally fading and you are 
standing at the threshold of taking 
a giant leap forward. Let go of the 
past by turning the power of now 
into a positive strategy.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You’re like a well-nurtured seed-
ling today; thankfully, you have 
the support you need in order to 
pursue your destiny. Additionally, 
you possess enough energy to 
finish your work and still have time 
left over to relax. 

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

Although listening to someone 
else’s story is more interesting 
than dealing with your own issues 
today, it’s clear that this harmless 
diversion is partly an evasive 
tactic. Actually, another person’s 
dilemma could hit very close to 
home, leading you back to the 
very thing you were trying to 
avoid.    

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

Always knowing what to do with 
your emotions isn’t as simple as 
it sounds. In fact, it can be down-
right discouraging when you must 
rein in your feelings and connect 
them to a specific event. 

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Someone might attempt to coerce 
you into making a commitment 
you can’t fulfill. Let others know 
your limits; this encounter is your 
chance to regain stability as long 
as you don’t promise too much. 
Your word is your wand.

CONTACT US: ADOSHI@DAILYTITAN.COM

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Minimizing your emotions can be 
tricky business today, since your 
feelings appear to be spilling over 
into your actions. Thankfully, you 
really don’t want to keep secrets 
any longer and just need the right 
moment to speak your truth.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

You’re absolutely certain your 
perceptions are on target today, 
since your natural ability to keep 
things real in a relationship is one 
of your greatest strengths. Visual-
izing the most amazing possibili-
ties inspires you to stretch beyond 
life’s current limitations.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)

You feel maxed out now and need 
some time to revitalize your emo-
tional batteries. You know what’s 
good for you and aren’t shy about 
putting the necessary pieces in 
place to make the day go your 
way. Be grateful for the love and 
support offered to you. 

Quotes for the Day
“The best revenge is massive success.”     
      - Frank Sinatra

“People often say that motivation doesn’t last.  Well, neither 
does bathing. That’s why we recommend it daily.” 
      - Zig Zaglan

Holy Family Services

Pregnant?  Free counseling and services.  We come to you  
unless you prefer to come to our Fullerton Office.

Holy Family Services, adopting, and foster care.

1 - 800 - 464 - 2367

www.holyfamilyservices.com

FB & Twitter @HFSCommunity

2 BROKE GIRLS

CANDY ANDY, DINER, CAROLINE, JOHNNY, EARL, PEACH,  
CHESTNUT, PRISON, HORSE, MAX, SOPHIE, OLEG,  

BROKE, HAN, CUPCAKES, BUSINESS



PAGE 8
APRIL 5, 2016 TUESDAY SPORTS

 VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM/SPORTSFOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @DTSPORTSDESK

The Cal State Fuller-
ton baseball team looks to 
extend its winning streak 
Tuesday as it hosts the 
University of San Diego 
Toreros.

 The Titans are coming 
off an impressive 3-0 con-
ference opener sweep over 
the Cal State Northridge 
Matadors.

Fullerton (16-11 overall, 
3-0 Big West Conference) 
goes into Tuesday’s game 
as the only team in the Big 
West to sweep its opponent 
over the weekend.

 Head Coach Rick Van-
derhook made a few ad-
justments to the lineup this 
weekend allowing the Ti-
tans to outscore the Mata-
dors 17-10.

 Fullerton was on fire 
with timely hitting in 

clutch situations. The Ti-
tans’ most consistent indi-
vidual this weekend came 
in the form of senior out-
fielder Dalton Blaser, who 
went 5-10 at the plate with 
two walks, one of which 
was intentional. He also ex-
tended his hitting streak to 
eight games.

 As a team, CSUF has a 
batting average of .243 with 
111 runs batted in. Bla-
ser leads the team with an 
impressive .352 batting av-
erage and has driven in 15 
RBIs and two home runs.

 The Titans tied their 
most hits in one game with 
12 in Sunday’s win over 
CSUN. Senior infielder 
Tanner Pinkston continues 
to come up clutch for the 
Titans in crucial situations, 
leading the team with 18 
RBIs. 

The Titan pitching staff 
was decent over the week-
end as it held the Mata-
dors to five runs or fewer 
per game. CSUF was able 
to prevent one of CSUN’s 
best hitters, senior utility 
player Branden Berry, who 

is batting .330 and leads 
the Matadors with 24 RBIs 
and six home runs from 
igniting.

 San Diego (16-14 over-
all, 4-5 Big West Confer-
ence) has had an incon-
sistent season, coming off 
a 2-1 series loss against 
Loyola Marymount. The 
Toreros have had a solid  
offense, batting .275 as a 
team.

 CSUF’s pitching staff 
needs to look out for Ryan 
Kirby, Toreros’ junior out-
fielder. Kirby has been San 
Diego’s hottest hitter, bat-
ting a whopping .366 and 
leading the Toreros with 29 
RBIs and five home runs. 

However, the Toreros 
have struggled collective-
ly on the mound, as they 
boast a dismal 5.33 ERA. 
Senior pitcher Gary Cor-
nish leads San Diego in 
starts with 10 and has an 
ERA of 3.57.

 Looking to extend their 
win streak to five games, the 
Titans will square off against 
San Diego on Tuesday at 6 
p.m. at Goodwin Field.

Fullerton looks to 
extend its win streak 
to five games

ALEXIS GONZALEZ
Daily Titan

Titans prepare for non-
conference matchup

Junior infielder Timmy Richards boasts a .277 batting average in 23 games played. He currently 
leads the team with four home runs.

PATRICK DO / DAILY TITAN STOCK PHOTO

Ahmad: Athlete strives for greatness
“I really like the coach-

ing staff and their mindset 
and how they can help me 
become a better player and 
person,” Ahmad said. “I’m 
(also) kind of a mama’s boy 
and I like the idea of hav-
ing my mom and dad come 
to my games and go home 
for dinner on Sundays with 
them.”

Early in the season, Ah-
mad was put into Head 
Coach Dedrique Taylor’s 
system. Ahmad received 
his first starting nod Dec. 
1, 2015, in an 88-56 thrash-
ing of Cal State Domin-
guez Hills. He managed 
to put together an impres-
sive performance with 15 
points and 12 rebounds.

Soon after that game, 
Ahmad became a regu-
lar starter, with his most 
impressive game on the 
road against Big West ri-
val UC Davis on Jan. 27. 
He notched a season-high 
27 points and shot an ef-
ficient 11-12 (91.7 percent) 
from the charity stripe in 
40 minutes of playing time. 
Despite Ahmad’s valiant 
effort, the Aggies went on 
to win the game 69-64.

“People don’t see how 
strong he is,” Allman said. 
“He’s really skilled with 
the ball. He can shoot the 
lights out, so once Khalil 
gets going he’s a hard per-
son to stop.”

Ahmad finished the sea-
son ranked second in the 
team in scoring, with 14.3 
points per game. In 30 
games played, he’s scored 
in double-digits a total of 
22 times and led the team 
in scoring on eight differ-
ent occasions. 

He was second to red-
shirt junior guard Tre’ Cog-
gins (15.6 points per game), 
from whom Ahmad learned 
throughout the season.

“I started picking up little 
tricks from him on when to 
pump fake and when to jump 
into people to get to the free 
throw line,” Ahmad said.

The chemistry Ahmad and 
Coggins built throughout the 
season earned each all-Big 
West honorable mentions.

With a grand total of 424 
points scored on the sea-
son, Ahmad surpassed 
Bobby Brown’s freshman 
school scoring record of 369 
points set in the 2003-2004 
season.

“I think he is a kid that 
you can definitely build 
on,” Taylor said. “He’s got 
a ton of talent. I think the 
next thing for him is un-
derstanding the game bet-
ter mentally and being able 
to pick his spots and how 
to get himself going when 
teams are game planning 
specifically for him.”

While there is much for 
Ahmad, his family and the 
coaching staff to be proud 
of, he is not satisfied and 
wants to continue to im-
prove his overall skill set.

“I have to be able to go 
both ways (into the lane) 
and stay locked down on 
defense,” Ahmad said.

Off the court, Ahmad 
loves to read and he has an 
appreciation for seafood 
and Japanese cuisine.

“I’m a quarter Japanese 
so when I was younger we 
used to always go to Japa-
nese restaurants with my 
grandma,” Ahmad said. “I 
like crunch rolls the best. 
Anything with crab and 
salmon is my thing.”

Ahmad and Allman are 
very close friends off the 
court and share a common 
interest in food. The two 
teammates enjoy attend-
ing other athletic events 
on campus, as well, such 
as volleyball and softball 
games.

“Khalil is like a brother 

to me,” Allman said. “Me 
and him do everything 
together.”

With an undeclared ma-
jor, Ahmad has a few ideas 
on what he would love to 

study, including psychol-
ogy and the possibility of 
being a food critic. How-
ever, the idea of playing 
professional basketball is 
something he is striving 

for, even if it is overseas.
“If I could keep building 

on this year and keep getting 
better and hopefully pique 
some professional team inter-
est,” Ahmad said, “it would 

be cool to go somewhere else 
and learn about that culture 
and how they live and being 
able to play basketball and 
get paid. It would be a dream 
come true.”

CONTINUED FROM     1

In the 2015-2016 season, Ahmad ranked second in the team with 14.3 points per game. His best performance took place Jan. 27 
against UC Davis when he dropped a season-high 27 points and shot 11-12 (91.7 percent) from the free throw line.

NOLAN MOTIS / DAILY TITAN
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