
Residents hotly contested 
the potential changing of Ful-
lerton’s skyline at the Fullerton 
Planning Commission meet-
ing at city hall Wednesday.

High-density houses could 
replace single-story build-
ings and old shopping centers 
could be redone if the zoning 
policies in the city’s “Down-
town Core and Corridors” 
plan were to be approved by 
the commission.

Residents voiced concerns 
that the new zoning regula-
tions would lead to developers 
building high-rise buildings, 
creating a higher population 
density in the city.

“We don’t need another 
100,000 people in this city,” 
Fullerton resident Joe Im-
briano told the commission 
during the meeting’s pub-
lic comment section. “I just 
urge you not to ruin our city, 
because it’s a beautiful city. 
That’s why I moved here and 
put my lifesavings down on a 
house.”

Commissioner Larry Ben-
nett said residents urged him 
to not allow more high-rise 
structures to be built.

He recalled being ap-
proached by a resident who 
said, “No more ant hills in 
Fullerton,” using an analogy 
for high-density buildings.
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Local nonprofit works 
to serve the homeless

Cpl. Dan Heying, Fullerton Police Department homeless liaison, and a Coast to Coast Foundation volunteer provide support and supplies to Fullerton’s homeless.
YUNUEN BONAPARTE / DAILY TITAN

A young mother smiling 
and rocking her baby, a pair of 
college students strolling by in 
sunglasses and backpacks and 
a man with unkempt hair and 
tattered clothing mumbling 
to himself – the Fullerton bus 
station is an intersection for 
different walks of life.

The brightness of the Thurs-
day morning sun is reflected 
in the neon yellow shirts of a 
group of volunteers from the 
Coast to Coast Foundation, a 
nonprofit organization based 
in Fullerton that works to help 
the homeless.

Every Thursday at the 

Fullerton bus station, the 
Coast to Coast Founda-
tion works with Fullerton 
police officers through a 
Homeless Liaison Officer 
Program to provide bags 
of food to those in need. 
It does more than provide 
nonperishable food items, 

though. The volunteers and 
the officers work together 
to provide homeless indi-
viduals with other resourc-
es they need, ranging from 
rehabilitation to shelter to 
human connection.

Coast to Coast 
conducts outreach 
in the community

EMILY DIECKMAN
Daily Titan
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Professor shares tips for startups

A group of 20 eager entre-
preneurs gathered Wednes-
day to learn five lessons for 
running a successful startup 
at a lecture presented by Ge-
rard Beenen, Ph.D.

“Startup failure and suc-
cess: 3-5 lessons from the 
university of hard knocks,” 
was hosted by the Cal 
State Fullerton Center for 
Entrepreneurship at the 
CSUF Startup Incubator  
in Placentia. 

Beenen, whose experience 
in organizational develop-
ment has taken him through 
positions at management con-
sulting firms Ernst & Young 
and Bain & Company, was 
vice president and co-found-
er of both the Neodesic Cor-
poration and Fleetexchange.

com. He is currently an as-
sociate professor of manage-
ment at Cal State Fullerton.

The first lesson was that 
success and failure in busi-
ness are intertwined. 

“Failure and success are 
both necessary conditions to 
entrepreneurship,” Beenen 
said. “I’m not telling you 
success equals failure, but 
what I am telling you if you 
take a coin and you flip it a 
few times, on average half 
the time it is going to come 
up heads and the other half 
of the time it is going to be 
tails.”

As an entrepreneur, one 
should not expect success 
without failure, Beenen said. 
It is necessary to fail in the 
process of learning and 
achieving success.

Over the course of his suc-
cesses and failures, Beenen 
learned ideas are not the most 
important thing for investors. 
The best business idea in the 
world will not get a business 
funded, he said.

Entrepreneurs gain 
insight on starting a 
new business

MEGAN SMITH
Daily Titan

Gerard Beenen, Ph.D., a management professor at Cal State Fullerton, shared his experience running a successful business to local 
entrepreneurs at the CSUF Startup Incubator in Placentia. 

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN
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An Amtrak train fatal-
ly struck a woman who 
was walking along the 
tracks Tuesday night in 
Santa Ana, according 
to the OC Register.

The incident hap-
pened near Ritchey 
Street, south of Mc-
Fadden Avenue, the 
conductor told police 
when he called them 
around 11:30 p.m.

Orange County 
Sheriff’s Department 
and Santa Ana po-
lice officers found the 
woman’s body around 
50 feet south of the 
railroad crossing on 
the west side of the 
tracks.

“There were no wit-
nesses and no evi-
dence of foul play,” said 
police Cpl. Anthony 
Bertagna.

As of Wednesday 
morning, coroner offi-
cials are attempting to 
use the woman’s fin-
gerprints to help iden-
tify her.

California billion-
aire Sean Parker an-
nounced Tuesday 
that he will donate 
$250 million to can-
cer immunotherapy 
research, according 
to Reuters.

Parker, co-found-
er of Napster and the 
founding president of 
Facebook, created 
the Parker Institute 
for Cancer Immu-
notherapy with the 
grant. It will consist 
of 40 laboratories 
and 300 researchers 
in six centers, includ-
ing UCLA and UC San 
Francisco.

Immunotherapy is a 
type of cancer treat-
ment that harness-
es the immune sys-
tem to fight cancer 
cells. This is the larg-
est donation to date 
for this type of can- 
cer research.

The assistant girls’ 
volleyball coach of 
Huntington Beach 
High School has been 
arrested on suspicion 
of sending lewd vid-
eos of himself to a mi-
nor, according to the 
OC Register.

Costa Mesa res-
ident Troy Linehan 
Crutchfield, 26, was 
taken into custo-
dy by Orange County 
sheriff’s officials on 
Wednesday morning.

Crutchfield alleged-
ly sent inappropriate 
material and engaged 
in a sexually charged 
conversation with a 
girl under the age of 
18.

Crutchfield is cur-
rently being held in 
Orange County jail on 
$100,000 bail and is 
supposed to appear in 
court Thursday.

Authorities believe 
the coach may have 
had more victims.
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From Jeopardy and hen-
na to a casual Q & A, the 
Muslim Student Association 
(MSA) set up camp on Titan 
Walk’s benches in front of Ti-
tan Shops this week in hopes 
of educating the campus com-
munity about Islam.

At their Islam Awareness 
Week event, MSA members 
greeted students with a poster 
that read, “Ask a Muslim,” en-
couraging passers-by to learn 
more about the religion.

MSA volunteer Bayanne 
Kanawati, 21, a senior in 
health science, said that the 
group’s ultimate goal was to 
explain that there are extrem-
ists in every religion, but all 
followers shouldn’t be painted 
with the same brush.

Hanna El-Haddad, 21, cell 
and developmental biology 
major, said the current stigma 
on Islam is a product of mes-
sages portrayed by the media 
in excluding and segregating 
the Muslim community. 

She said that the MSA and 
her family often encourage her 
to live out her faith, despite 
media depictions of Islam. 

“I do belong here and I’m 
going to make my voice 
heard,” El-Haddad said. “I’m 
going to show the world that 
I am Muslim-American and I 
can live here and practice my 
faith freely.”

El-Haddad said that the Qu-
ran helps people deal with ev-
eryday life and that she strives 
to live out its teachings in ev-
erything that she does. She 

also said that the Quran’s main 
message is about peace.

“I am a human just like you 
are, so let’s love each other and 
live together peacefully on 
Earth,” she said.

Kanawati said that she has 
faced discrimination based 
on her appearance in the past, 
such as when she received 
threats at the mall while shop-
ping with her little sister. How-
ever, she has found the com-
munity at Cal State Fullerton 
to be the complete opposite. 

MSA received positive 
comments and words of sup-
port from the booth. 

“We’ve been getting 
some really nice comments 
from people coming up 
like, ‘I just want to let you 
know that we support you 
and we love you guys,’” 
Kanawati said. “Just hear-
ing that means so much to 
us.”

Betsy Lohrer Hall, pro-
fessor of art and art his-
tory, stopped by the event 

Wednesday to ask MSA 
members questions about 
Islam.

“I’ve been concerned that 
they may be facing bias based 
upon some people’s fears 
and misunderstandings in 
this country,” Hall said. She 
wanted to know more about 
Muslim culture because she 
learned that its community is 
multifaceted.  

“One of the things that I am 
really proud about Cal State 
Fullerton is the diversity, and 
the fact that we are inclusive 
and diverse,” Hall said.

Others showed their sup-
port with words of encour-
agement, thoughtful questions 
and even affectionate hugs 
from non-Muslim students, 
Kanawati said. 

“We’re a very integrated 
community, and diverse and I 
love it. Everyone is so respect-
ful,” El-Haddad said. “The 
fact that we can have this ta-
ble here and raise awareness to 
our religion is so nice.” 

The Muslim Student Association set up a table at Titan Walk for “Islam Awareness Week” in hopes of educating people about the Muslim faith. They employed activities 
such as Jeopardy games and henna tattoos to spread the word about Islam.

NOLAN MOTIS / DAILY TITAN

Bayanne Kanawati, Muslim Student Association volunteer and health 
science major, encourages students to ask questions about Islam.

NOLAN MOTIS / DAILY TITAN

CSUF Muslims 
answer questions 
at Titan Walk

MONSE RODRIGUEZ
Daily Titan

Council Member Kevin 
Pendergraft also said that den-
sity was his main concern with 
the plan.

“In looking at the map and 
how it’s laid out, it would have 
a significant impact not only 
on the overall aesthetic of the 
neighborhood but the traffic 
and quality of life,” Pender-
graft said.

In response to concerns over 
a traffic increase, Karen Ha-
luza, director of community 
development, said, “It’s hard 
to say; does housing create 
more traffic or do people cre-
ate more traffic?”

The number of people 
will increase regardless of 
new housing developments, 
she said. 

Another element of the plan 
will allow for old buildings 
within the city to be revital-
ized. Property falling under 
the plan would be rezoned, 
which would allow building 
owners to update their prop-
erty in ways prohibited by the 
current policies.

“It would make it easier for 
small businesses to stay in 
their existing businesses and 
would enable them to have re-
lief from existing development 
standards that they can’t cur-
rently meet,” Haluza said.

Many of the buildings and 
shopping centers in question 
are home to small businesses, 
she said.

However, Haluza also said 
that the rezoning of commer-
cial properties could poten-
tially create the unintended 

consequence of replacing 
businesses with housing, lead-
ing to less sales tax revenue for 
the city.

“I’m concerned about the 
small businesses that may oc-
cupy some of these commer-
cial spots right now,” Pender-
graft said. “I don’t want us to 
get us into a situation where 
we’re actually running them 
out of town.” 

Haluza said that businesses 
under the new plan would not 
be forced out if they could not 
comply with new regulations. 
She said that commercial zon-
ing can allow for revitaliza-
tion, but it is not required.

The commission was not 
asked to make a decision 
until the plan is further 
discussed in a workshop 
format, Haluza said.

CONTINUED FROM     1

Zoning: Residents raise 
concerns on city plans

Student club raises 
awareness for Islam
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“What gets teams funded 
is the team, not the idea,” 
he said. 

Diversity is an important 
trait in being a good team 
member because everyone 
brings something different 
to the table, Beenen said. 

Munir Haddad, MBA 
graduate and co-founder of 
storage startup O2Freeze, 
agreed that the team is al-
ways bigger than the idea.

“Without a team, you 
cannot execute (the idea),” 
Haddad said. “It really is 
important to get that right 
group of people, getting 
that synergy going and 
making it happen.” 

Beenen said that busi-
nesses must always know 
their numbers. 

“Do not let another day 
go by without knowing 
your cash balance to the 
penny at the end of every 
single day,” he said.

He said that there are 
two scenarios where new 
companies run out of cash. 
The first is when they 
burn through the money 
too quickly. The second is 
when they cannot keep up 
with rapid growth.

“Business all the time 
are crashing and burn-
ing because they grow so 
fast that they go bank-
rupt,” he said. “They grew 
so fast, they run out of 
cash because receivables 

and payables didn’t match 
together.”

Beenen’s emphasized be-
ing flexible with a business 
idea. 

“You love your busi-
ness idea; it’s your baby,” 
he said. “You love that 
baby. It’s an extension of 

who you are. That’s the 
thing about entrepreneur-
ship; you’re creating your 
personality.”

However, even with a 
personal connection, “vir-
tually every business tends 
to start out with the wrong 
idea,” Beenen said.

Though it is difficult 
for people to change their 
mind about their business 
ideas, it is important for 
business owners to be flex-
ible and adaptable enough 
to bounce back after hit-
ting setbacks, he said.

The last lesson was on 

the importance of social 
networking.

“One is more likely to 
get a job not because you 
knew someone, but it was 
because you knew some-
one who knew someone,” 
Beenen said. He encour-
aged entrepreneurs to 

network strategically.
Benecia Gutierrez, entre-

preneurial minor at CSUF, 
believes that measuring 
success and failure is very 
important.

“You have to fail a cou-
ple of times to improve,” 
she said.

CONTINUED FROM     1

Tips: Entrepreneurs get expert advice
The CSUF Center for Entrepreneurship invited local entrepreneurs to learn from management professor Gerard Beenen, Ph.D.’s talk on Wednesday, “Startup failure and success: 3 - 5 lessons from the 
university of hard knocks.” Beneen spoke on turning failures into successes, working as a team, keeping track of funding, staying flexible with ideas and networking strategically.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

Management professor Gerard Beenen, Ph.D., who has found success in his career in organizational development, shared lessons he learned from the “university of 
hard knocks” at a presentation for the Cal State Fullerton Startup Incubator. 

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN
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Relationships wrestle over the 
need for constant communication 

Technology has made 
it possible for modern 
couples to be in con-
stant communication. 
We wake up in the morn-
ing and check our texts, 
emails, Snapchats, Face-
book, Instagram, Tumblr 
and Twitter feeds. Lath-
er, rinse, repeat as need-
ed throughout the rest of 
the day. We’re constantly 
plugged in.

But when it comes to 
romantic relationships, 
should we stay in con-
stant contact just because 
we can?

The answers I’ve re-
ceived to this ques-
tion have ranged from 
a grumbling, “Well, ac-
cording to my girlfriend, 
we should,” to a, “Some-
times I don’t text my boy-
friend all week, and we 
just catch up when I see 
him on the weekend.”

To me, the ability to 
immediately contact our 
partners over any minor 
issue within the relation-
ship is one of the biggest 
negatives when it comes 
to technology-based com-
munication. It doesn’t al-
low for a time buffer that 
we can use to put things 
into perspective, take a 
deep breath or sleep on it. 
It’s like a 24-hour news 
cycle. We can update our 

partners on every emo-
tion, every time they irri-
tate us and every fleeting 
insecurity we have about 
the relationship.

There are all sorts of 
ways that we try to nav-
igate this issue. There 
are websites dedicated to 
what sort of texts to send 
and how often to send 
them so that significant 
others feel cared about, 
but not clung to.

It’s romantic to imagine 
getting “good morning” 
and “good night” texts 
from a loved one, but it’s 
more complicated than 
that. 

Some believe that such 
availability should be 
taken advantage of. How 
nice is it to be able to 
update your beloved on 
what exactly you ate for 
lunch? or to be able to 
hear a song on the radio 
and immediately tell your 
partner how much it re-
minded you of your first 
date? We have the tech-
nology that past gener-
ations only dreamed of. 
Why shouldn’t we take 
advantage of it?  

“She can talk to me, 
so the only reason that 
she wouldn’t is because 
she doesn’t want to,” 
the worried boyfriend 
reasons.

On the other, more cyn-
ical, and perhaps more re-
alistic, side of the debate 
is the thought of how the 
hell are two people, no 
matter how in love they 
are, supposed to keep up 
a meaningful conversa-
tion 24/7? 

“I’m just doing laun-
dry! He doesn’t need to 
know that, and we don’t 
need to talk about it. I’ll 
give him a call when 
something actually hap-
pens, or at the end of the 
day,” the less sentimental 
girlfriend reasons.

With the advancement 
of technology making 
perpetual conversation 
possible, it seems like we 
might have gotten more 
than we bargained for. 
Granted with the means 
to be in constant commu-
nication, we feel like we 
must use these means to 
the fullest extent. We find 
ourselves forced to won-
der whether it is worth 
it to have a relationship 
with someone that we 
don’t want to spend ev-
ery spare moment talking 
to.

It’s a problem that his-
tory’s greatest loves nev-
er had to face, but the fact 
that so many great loves 
(all the ones that could 
reasonably be classified 
as “lasting”) were forged 
before the dawn of the 
cell phone is comforting, 
in a way.

Love has remained the 
same even if technology 
hasn’t. What it seems to 
come down to is “what-
ever floats your boat.” If 
one couple is happy to-
gether going days with-
out texting, and another is 
truly happiest exchanging 
constant updates about 
meals and mishaps and 
moment after moment, 
who’s to say one or the 
other is better?

Modern couples walk 
the line between clingy 
and considerate

EMILY DIECKMAN
Daily Titan

“Most of the (homeless 
people) that we’ve encoun-
tered are so nice, and they 
are grateful just to have 
someone say, ‘Good morn-
ing’ or to acknowledge their 
humanness, I guess,” said 
Claudia Hamano, one of the 
Coast to Coast volunteers. 
“It takes so little, from our 
perspective, to make a dif-
ference for somebody.”

The Coast to Coast Foun-
dation was created in 2008 
by Marie Avena. Avena 
works as a realtor and when 
she was hired by a fami-
ly who was forced to sell 
their property in order to 
survive, she was inspired 
to create something to help 
those without a home. Av-
ena now works seven days 
a week with Coast to Coast 
Foundation.

“I can’t get enough of it. I 
help whenever I can,” Avena 
said. “It doesn’t feel like an 
obligation. It’s something I 
definitely wake up to do.”

Hamano is a retired el-
ementary school princi-
pal hoping to give back to 
the community. Other vol-
unteers include Cal State 
Fullerton alumni who be-
gan working with the group 
as interns, a social worker 
from St. Jude Medical Cen-
ter and a nurse from Hun-
tington Beach. 

Cpl. Jim Talbot, a mem-
ber of the Homeless Liaison 
Officer Program, said that 
it’s a collective effort for 
everyone to do what they 
can.

“We’re just trying to do 
our part to fix it and help 
those who want help,” he 
said. 

Joyce Pak, 25, who gradu-
ated from CSUF last spring, 
stayed with the group even 
after she fulfilled her in-
ternship requirement. She 
said that witnessing people 

simply give money to the 
homeless and then send 
them away made her want 
to do more. 

“I just think that doesn’t 
really solve the problem. I 
think it’s bigger than that,” 
she said. “You don’t just 
give them money and send 
them away. They need help. 
And I just wanted to be part 
of that.”

Each of the volunteers 
plays a unique part in help-
ing the homeless. One vol-
unteer sits patiently for 
over half an hour with a 
man speaking just as deter-
minedly as he is unintelli-
gibly. Hamano and Carrie 
DeLaurie, a St. Jude repre-
sentative, work together to 
help a man with both an al-
cohol and methadone addic-
tion to connect with a reha-
bilitation center.

Despite the way they en-
counter so many homeless 
struggling through diversi-
ty on the streets of Orange 
County, the volunteers stay 
positive because they are 
passionate about helping.

“There’s no way you can 
do this as just a job, be-
cause it is hard,” DeLaurie 
said. “You do have to like 
it. You don’t make a lot of 
money because you are not 
in it for the money.”

The group’s close-knit 
nature was reflected in the 
smiles and good-natured 
teasing between the volun-
teers and the officers.

“I mean, aside from it 
being a lot of fun with the 
guys and the volunteers, it’s 
very rewarding. I can’t get 
this anywhere else,” said 
Jazmine Quijano, another 
CSUF alumna who works 
with Coast to Coast.

The “this” she referred 
to includes everything from 
handing out food bags to in-
dividuals to reuniting peo-
ple with their families in 
other states. In partnership 

with the police officer li-
aison program, Coast to 
Coast has been able to help 
individuals with transpor-
tation costs so that they 
can relocate to live with 
family.

“It takes a whole commu-
nity. It takes a team of us. It 
takes people that care. And 
it’s really great to see the 
community come out and 
want to make a difference 
that way,” Avena said.

Avena recognizes and ad-
dresses individuals that she 

has previously encountered 
during outreach efforts. 
“Valerie! What’s going 
on?” she asks one woman. 
“How’s your mom?” she 
asks another young man.

At the end of the Thurs-
day morning outreach ses-
sion, the Coast to Coast 
Foundation volunteers had 
a debriefing in which they 
went over all of the people 
they helped that day. 

Quijano shared a story 
about a man suffering from 
bipolar disorder, to whom 

she’d provided a food bag 
and her phone number in 
hopes that he would call 
her and be referred to the-
appropriate services. 

Avena said she spoke to a 
man who called himself “I 
am Sam” and talked about 
his job working on movie 
sets prior to being home-
less. Her conversation with 
him was cut short because 
he had to board the bus to 
get to his part-time job.

One volunteer shared a 
story of a girl who opened 

up to an officer about her 
suicidal ideations. The offi-
cer was able to immediate-
ly transport her to Western 
Medical Center.

“I cannot tell you, be-
cause I can’t predict the 
future, what we prevented 
today in the streets of Ful-
lerton. She could have done 
harm to herself or someone 
else. To me, it is a blessing 
to be here and help, and I 
am privileged to be serving 
next to all of you,” Avena 
said to her team.

Nonprofit: Volunteers help the needy 
CONTINUED FROM     1

Jamie Leal (left) and Melvin Royal (right) receive a supply bag filled with ChapStick, lotion, toothpaste, socks and other essentials from a 
Coast to Coast Foundation tent on Easter Sunday. The homeless couple resides in Anaheim, which is where the event was held. 

YUNUEN BONAPARTE / DAILY TITAN
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Students explore homelessness
Cal State Fullerton students set out to photograph and raise awareness about homeless individuals in 
Southern California. Over 15,291 people were estimated to have experienced homelessness in Orange 

County last year, according to the Orange County Homeless Count & Survey Report. The group of 
students also visited organizations such as the Isaiah House and the Coast to Coast Foundation, whose 

goals are to help alleviate the needs of the homeless.

Bill Irons, a 63-year-old man from Pomona, finishes a day’s work of collecting recyclables while trying to 
support himself as a homeless individual. He’s lived on the streets for the past 43 years.

AUSTIN HENRY WALLACE / DAILY TITAN

A sleeping man rests between carts full of his only belongings near a train station in 
Pomona on March 17, 2016.

AUSTIN HENRY WALLACE / DAILY TITAN

Isaiah House of the Orange County Catholic Worker volunteers gather in downtown Santa Ana with 
enough food to feed over 200 homeless people staying in the Civic Center area.

BRENDA RIVERA / DAILY TITAN

Daniel has been homeless for a year. A terminal blood clotting disorder has left him unable to work. He 
now stands on the corner of South Harbor and the 91 East Freeway exit, begging for aid.

NOLAN MOTIS / DAILY TITAN

Adriane Gordon, 35, asks for shoes from the Coast to Coast Foundation volunteers during the nonprofit’s 
weekly outreach visit in downtown Fullerton on March 24, 2016. 

YUNUEN BONAPARTE / DAILY TITAN
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Speech patterns mistakenly indicate sexual orientation

In this world where ev-
eryone is assumed hetero-
sexual until proven oth-
erwise, coming out is a 
never-ending process. Ev-
ery semester, someone in 
the newsroom expresses 
shock when I say some-
thing about having dated 
men. It’s an exasperating 
fact of gay life. Sure, the 
way I identify may not be 
entirely obvious, but I did 
used to think that people I 
met should just be able to 
tell. 

I officially came out as 
gay to the public in a stu-
dent newspaper column I 
wrote back when I was still 
living in the Philippines. 
Before that, I thought it 
was absolutely clear that 
I wasn’t into women, but 
when a friend of mine 
told me she assumed I was 
asexual, that’s when I knew 
I had to make things clear. 
It isn’t a bad thing to be as-
sumed asexual, but that’s 
just not who I am.

It used to baffle me 
that someone would even 
think that I wasn’t gay. I 
had never shown interest 
in a romantic relationship 
with women, even in the 
slightest. That should’ve 
been enough to confirm 
my orientation, but I pos-
sess something else that I 
thought should’ve set peo-
ple’s gaydars off: I have a 
lisp.

Even in the Philip-
pines, a certain type of ac-
cent was thought to betray 
one’s sexuality. I honestly 
thought that I sounded ex-
plicitly gay, just like those 
gays on TV shows import-
ed from America. The “gay 

lisp” is a speech pattern as-
sociated with homosexual 
men, typically character-
ized by certain pronuncia-
tion styles.

In 2002, linguistics re-
searchers Ron Smyth and 
Henry Rogers found that 
gay men often spoke in a 
manner closer to the way 
women do. They stud-
ied the phonetic charac-
teristics in which specif-
ic sounds are pronounced. 
One particular finding in-
volved variations in sib-
ilants — sounds like “s” 
and “z.” I personally 

cannot pronounce a clear 
“s” sound. Surely that 
should’ve been enough. I 
was wrong.

It was only relatively re-
cently that I put two and 
two together: particular 
speech patterns may be 
common among gay men, 
but the stereotype does not 
apply to everyone. Ben-
jamin Munson and Lind-
sey J. Zimmerman of the 
University of Minnesota, 
Twin Cities found that a 
lisp strongly affects per-
ceptions of men who hap-
pen to speak with markers 

often attributed to gayness. 
In the experiment, gay men 
were found to not specifi-
cally have less clear pro-
nunciations of “s” sounds, 
yet listeners associated 
certain variations of “s” 
sounds to gayness. 

“This suggests that the 
‘gay lisp’ stereotype is 
powerful enough to over-
ride (sic) listeners’ actual 
perceptual experiences,” 
the paper said.

Voila: it isn’t the case 
that men who speak with 
a “gay lisp” are themselves 
gay. The speech patterns 

on their own are enough 
to change people’s percep-
tion, a trap I seem to have 
fallen into. 

It really isn’t just heter-
onormative attitudes that 
force me to constantly have 
to come out of the closet. 
The stereotypes I ascribed 
to myself weren’t abso-
lutes, but instead artifacts 
of self-judgment. The way 
I speak isn’t the only as-
pect I should be judged on; 
I am much more than the 
way I pronounce my “s” 
sounds. Some people even 
tell me they don’t hear my 

lisp. Maybe it really isn’t 
obvious, after all.

Still, I’m not complete-
ly free of this judgmental 
mindset. I probably have to 
head on down to the near-
est Gaydio Shack and get 
my gaydar tuned.

Just as coming out of 
the closet is something 
that never stops happen-
ing, learning about my own 
identity and how the world 
perceives me will also be a 
constant process. For now, 
I need a bit more self-re-
flection to stop judging my-
self for the way I speak.

Homosexual male 
stereotypes are not 
effective identifiers

GERARD AVELINO
Daily Titan

In the wake of Equal Pay 
Day, a symbolic April 12 
holiday aimed at spreading 
awareness of wage inequali-
ty, certain advocates for clos-
ing the wage gap between 
genders are in need of a gen-
tle reminder of what the wage 
gap really means.

Too often do proponents of 
equal pay use rhetoric that in-
accurately frames the issue.

“I’m sorry, if a woman 
does the same job as a man, 
she should be paid the same 
amount of money. She just 

should. That’s just the way 
the world should work,” said 
Emmy award-winner Viola 
Davis to Mashable.

Davis is correct, but 
there’s a problem with her 
argument.

There is a difference be-
tween being paid less and 
making less. Two employees 
that hold the same positions 
receive the same pay; that is, 
they are paid the same hour-
ly rate. However, one of those 
employees could make more 
money in a year than the oth-
er because of factors like his 
or her availability and work 
ethic.

This is the difference be-
tween what an employee gets 
paid and how much he or she 
actually makes.

“If you have the same ca-
pacities and you are doing the 

same job, it is criminal not to 
pay the same salary,” said ac-
tress Salma Hayek Pinault at 
Variety’s Power of Women 
luncheon in October.

What Pinault suggests 
is indeed criminal. In fact, 
around the same time she 
said that, California passed 
the Fair Pay Act, making it 
illegal to pay an employee 
less for the same job without 
proper justification.

This law is a good one 
to uphold; however, it does 
not address the underlying 
problem.

It’s highly unlikely that any 
American business that of-
fers its employees a non-ne-
gotiable pay rate is paying 
its female employees a low-
er rate than its male employ-
ees for the same job. If that 
was the case, that business 

would have faced massive 
media scrutiny and legal 
charges. But that’s not what’s 
happening.

“Nationally, the median 
annual pay for a woman who 
holds a full-time, year-round 
job is $39,621 while the me-
dian annual pay for a man 
who holds a full-time, year-
round job is $50,383. This 
means that, overall, women in 
the United States are paid 79 
cents for every dollar paid to 
men, amounting to an annual 
gender wage gap of $10,762,” 
according to the Nation-
al Partnership for Women & 
Families.

What that statistic does not 
account for are the nuanced 
factors that affect an employ-
ee’s ability to work and make 
money.

“There’s no reason that two 

groups – that have different 
educations and choose differ-
ent occupations and chose dif-
ferent amounts of time at work 
– there’s no reason for them to 
be paid the same,” said Diana 
Furchtgott-Roth, a senior fel-
low at the conservative Man-
hattan Institute for Policy Re-
search, to Bloomberg.

What this and similar sta-
tistics show is not that wom-
en are paid less for the same 
work, but that women, on a 
national average, are work-
ing fewer hours, not receiving 
enough promotions or rais-
es and not holding enough 
high-paying jobs.

The statistics show that 
workplace discrimination to-
ward women exists in the 
form of unequal opportunity, 
not unequal pay rates. That is 
an issue that needs addressing, 

and laws like the Fair Pay Act 
aren’t doing much to address 
it.

Misinterpreting and mis-
representing data and statis-
tics brings this issue no closer 
to being solved, and reinforc-
es the misconception that the 
pay gap simply doesn’t exist. 
It does exist; it’s just not being 
talked about correctly. 

The burden does not lie on 
a company’s payroll, but on 
the shoulders of its executives 
making decisions regarding 
employees. Decisions about 
who to hire, who to promote 
and who to fire must be based 
on merit and merit alone.

There is without a doubt 
an equality issue that needs 
to be solved, but if it is ever 
going to be solved, then 
people should know what 
they’re talking about.

Main issue revolving 
around wage gap is 
being ignored

ZACK JOHNSTON
Daily Titan

Equal pay backers fighting the wrong battle

The “gay lisp” is a stereotype that is commonly used to identify someone’s sexual orientation. Although some men have the lisp, it is by no means an appropriate way to 
confirm someone is homosexual.

NOLAN MOTIS / DAILY TITAN



APRIL 14, 2016
PAGE 7 

 VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM

SUDOKU
PROVIDED BY dailysudoku.com

CLASSIFIEDS

WORD SEARCH PROVIDED BY thewordsearch.com

HOROSCOPE PROVIDED BY tarot.com

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

Thinking about your independence 
is qualitatively different from 
actually expressing your freedom 
through action. Talking about your 
plan is one thing, but your recent 
behavior has more direct ramifica-
tions than a theoretical conversa-
tion.

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

Old fears that resurface from 
your subconscious mind can 
whittle away at your confidence 
today. But past experiences have 
a tendency to disappear, only to 
return to haunt you again, espe-
cially when something happens to 
remind you of a previous hurt.  

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Chances are you’re moving too 
fast and might not even know how 
to apply the brakes. Simply ease 
up on the gas and reduce your 
speed if you want the good times 
to last. Coming in first doesn’t nec-
essarily mean you win the race.

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

It’s best to address an uncom-
fortable emotional situation with 
a close friend today, even if you 
prefer to let it slide. However, you 
could come across more intense 
than intended, so temper your 
approach with an extra dose of 
compassion.  

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

You could spend too much time 
over-analyzing your feelings as 
you stress about what move to 
make next in a developing re-
lationship. At first, you’re sure 
you’re traveling on the right path, 
but soon you start second-guessing 
your wisdom.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

Your progress is uneven today 
and it’s tempting to blame your 
frustration on others. It might 
even seem as if people offer you 
opportunities only to whisk them 
away before they come to fruition. 
Never doubt who you are.

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

You may be sitting on pins and 
needles as you try to manage 
a tricky situation today without 
overreacting. Acknowledging 
your resistance early in the game 
is helpful because you must delve 
deeper into your emotions, even if 
you don’t want to go there.     

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

Although your energy is a bit 
Although it might appear as if 
people are pushing your buttons 
simply to get a reaction today, 
you prefer to sidestep around 
a potential conflict. Instead of 
struggling to escape from an 
uncomfortable situation, find the 
courage to directly participate in a 
constructive dialogue now.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

These are tumultuous times and the 
busy pace seems to reach a fren-
zied pitch now. Straightforward 
actions should make your motives 
clear to others.

CONTACT US: ADOSHI@DAILYTITAN.COM

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Revealing your feelings can 
strengthen a relationship as long 
as you don’t go overboard. Some-
times knowing when to be quiet 
is just as important as having the 
courage to talk. 

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

You’re so concerned about the 
influence you exert on others that 
you may withhold your emotions 
today. Revealing your feelings 
can strengthen a relationship as 
long as you don’t go overboard. 
Sometimes knowing when to be 
quiet is just as important as having 
the courage to talk.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)

You’re in a long-term planning 
mode where you are more con-
cerned with next week, next 
month and next year than you are 
with today. Immediate action may 
be required of you to manage a 
minor crisis. Exploratory fantasies 
encourage you to consider all.

Quotes for the Day
“Everything you’ve ever wanted is on the other side of 
fear.”          
       - George Addair

“We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the dark; 
the real tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the 
light.” 
       - Plato

Holy Family Services

Pregnant?  Free counseling and services.  We come to you  
unless you prefer to come to our Fullerton Office.

Holy Family Services, adopting, and foster care.

1 - 800 - 464 - 2367

www.holyfamilyservices.com

FB & Twitter @HFSCommunity

BOOKS OF JRR TOLKIEN

BALROG, BIRMINGHAM, ELVES, MEN, TENGWAR, MORDOR, DWARVES, 
RANGERS, NAZGUL, AFRICA, FELLOWSHIP, ESGAROTH, BOMBADIL, TROLLS, 

LOTHLORIEN, GOLLUM, SAURON, ENTS, MORGOTH, THE HOBBIT
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The Cal State Fullerton 
track and field team will 
look to make its mark by 
sending athletes to partici-
pate in three different meets 
between Thursday and 
Saturday.

Following a solid represen-
tation at the Big West Chal-
lenge last Friday, the Titans 
are set to start off Thursday 
at the Beach Pacific Coast 
Intercollegiate Meet and Mt. 
Sac Relays, while wrapping 
up the weekend at Mt. Sac 
and the Beach Invite this Fri-
day and Saturday.

The Titans are anticipated 
to put up some solid times 
following last weekend at 
the Big West Challenge, 
where they won five different 
events.

Freshman Thaddeus Smith 
claims the fastest times in 
the Big West Conference in 
the 100-meter and 200-me-
ter dash. Jessica Flores, 
who will have an opportu-
nity to top her performance 
this weekend, placed first in 
the hammer throw at 58.09 
during the Big West Chal-
lenge. Zuri Henderson took 
a top spot in the challenge as 
well, recording a 55.80 time 
in the 400-meter dash.

Hosted by Big West 

Conference rivals Long 
Beach State, the Beach Pa-
cific Coast Intercollegiate 
Meet will set the tone for 
the event-filled weekend. 
Distance runners, sprinters, 
throwers and jumpers will be 
competing.

CSUF is also sending a 
handful of its athletes to 
compete in the Mt. Sac Re-
lays, one of the most tal-
ent-packed meets in South-
ern California.

The Titans will be partic-
ipating in running, jumping 
and throwing competitions 
at the Cerritos event. Fuller-
ton runners will hit the track 
in the 100-meter, 200-meter 
and 400-meter competitions. 
Titan hammer throwers, shot 
putters and discus throwers 
will have the chance to show-
case their talents, as well. 

Mt. Sac will be an ex-
cellent opportunity for the 
women’s 4x400 relay of In-
dia Owens, Alexandria 
Stewart, Elizabeth Claustro 
and Henderson to continue 
its success after notching a 
conference-leading time of 
3:44:89 last weekend.

Competing in the pole 
vault and high jump, re-
spectively, Jacob Ruiz and 
Edwin Matthew will be 
the only Titan jumpers fea-
tured at the relays.

Fullerton ends the week-
end Beach Invitational 
on Friday and Saturday. 
CSUF track and field is to 
compete in eight collec-
tive running, jumping and 
throwing events.

Fullerton track and 
field hopes to impress 
in upcoming meets

IMAN LATHAN
Daily Titan

Titans seek to round up Aggies

CSUF primed 
for  weekend 
competitions

Hoping to regain its form, 
Cal State Fullerton base-
ball gears up for a Big West 
Conference series matchup 
against the UC Davis Aggies 
this weekend.

Fullerton lost last week-
end’s series against the Cal 
Poly Mustangs 2-1. In the first 
game, Titan Miles Chambers 
struck out Davis’ Alex Mck-
enna with the game-winning 
run on base to secure a win. 
The Titans weren’t so lucky 
in the next two games, losing 
both, one in extra innings.  

The Titans were on a roll 
before the Cal Poly series 

began, finding themselves 
on the winning end of a six-
game streak. The streak be-
gan March 29 with their 14-7 
victory over UCLA. 

Going into the weekend, 
CSUF has an 18-13 over-
all record this season while 
the Aggies have been subpar, 
owning an 8-18 overall record 
and a 1-5 conference record. 
The Titans are 29-4 all-time 
against Davis. If history is any 
indication, this series should 
go Fullerton’s way. 

Two current Titans were 
also in the lineup in last year’s 
series against Davis. Josh Var-
gas went four-for-four against 
Aggie pitching, scoring three 
runs and notching an RBI. 
Scott Hurst also went four-for-
four against Davis last season 
as he scored two runs and re-
corded two RBIs in the final 
game of the series.

As a team, the Aggies don 

a .255 batting average, com-
pared to the Titans’ average of 
.237. However, Fullerton has 
the slight edge in RBIs with a 
total of 177, while UC Davis 
has 101.

UC Davis’ biggest offen-
sive threat to the Titans is ju-
nior outfielder Mark Cardi-
nalli, who is currently hitting 
.362 and has logged in a total 
of 11 RBIs on the season. The 
Titans will also have to watch 
out for redshirt freshman in-
fielder Ryan Anderson, who 
has earned a team-leading 14 
RBIs and owns a solid .281 
batting average.

The Aggies’ pitching is led 
by southpaw Robert Garcia as 
he goes into the series boast-
ing a respectable 1.32 ERA 
and 43 strikeouts under his 
belt.

Junior infielder Timmy 
Richards continues to shine 
offensively for the Titans, 

going 2-4 with his fifth 
home run of the season in 
the last game of the Cal Poly 
series. Richards also leads 
the Titans in slugging per-
centage at .495. Dalton Bla-
ser has also been an offen-
sive stalwart for Fullerton, 
leading team with his .343 
batting average. 

On the mound, starter 
Blake Quinn owns a 2.74 
ERA, despite allowing four 
earned runs in three innings 
in last weekend’s series. 
Freshman Colton Eastman 
made a solid outing in that 
series, going 6.2 innings and 
allowing no earned runs in 
Saturday’s 0-1 pitchers’ duel 
loss.

The Titans will look to 
bounce back from a series 
loss to the Mustangs as they 
take on the Aggies. The se-
ries opener will begin Friday 
at 7 p.m at Goodwin Field.

History is on CSUF 
baseball’s side going 
into UC Davis series

ANTHONY BAGHDADY
Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton’s freshman right-handed pitcher Colton Eastman has proved his worth for the Titans this season as he dons a 
solid 5-2 record with a 2.41 ERA going into the series against UC Davis.

PATRICK DO / DAILY TITAN STOCK PHOTO
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