
Cal State Fullerton’s physics 
and biology departments col-
laborated Monday to hold an 
event in the arboretum where 
people could witness the tran-
sit of Mercury using various 
telescopes.

For approximately 7.5 
hours, the planet was visible 
while traveling in front of the 
sun.

The physics and biology de-
partments often collaborate 
for astronomical events, said 
CSUF biology department mi-
croscopist Steve Karl.

“Every time that physics has 
one of these things, we kind of 
work together on it,” he said.

The physics department 
set up different telescopes for 
viewing, some of which were 
provided from Karl’s personal 
collection.

Mercury’s transit is visible 
13 to 14 times per century on 
average, said staff physicist 
Shovit Bhari, who is large-
ly responsible for organizing 
the event.
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Anil Puri, Ph. D., Dean of Mihaylo College of Business and Economics, facilitated a conversation with former governor of California Arnold Schwarzenegger about his 
life and careers in bodybuilding, film and government.
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Former Califor-
nia governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger par-
ticipated in a conversa-
tion Monday as part of 
the Center for Insurance 
Studies’ 2016 Spring 
Forum. 

Anil Puri, Ph.D., dean 

of the Mihaylo College of 
Business and Economics, 
opened the forum with a 
brief overview about the 
college and the people in-
volved with putting the 
event together. He then 
introduced Schwarzeneg-
ger by giving a brief 

history of his successes.
“It is great to be here in 

Fullerton. It’s one of the 
greatest universities. One 
of the best insurance pro-
grams,” Schwarzenegger 
said.

Schwarzenegger talked 
about the transformations 

he went through and what 
motivated him through 
those changes, empha-
sizing the importance of 
having a vision for one’s 
life and being passionate 
about whatever that is.

2016 Spring Forum 
hosts former 
California governor

MICAH AUGIMERI-LEE
Daily Titan
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Cynthia Cervantes was a 
“hot mess.” 

During her first sociol-
ogy class at Cypress Col-
lege, she wanted noth-
ing to do with school. 
She didn’t turn in assign-
ments and was late to class. 
Even then, she seemed 
absentminded.

Her sociology profes-
sor at the time, Maria 

Malagon, Ph.D., who is 
now a Cal State Fuller-
ton sociology assistant 
professor, noticed her be-
havior. One day, Malagon 
pulled Cervantes aside af-
ter class. 

“She asked me, straight 
up, ‘What’s going on? 
What’s happening with 
you?’” Cervantes said. 

It wasn’t long before Cer-
vantes broke down and 
opened up about the re-
cent death of a loved one in 
a drunk driving accident, 
her dad’s battle with can-
cer, her struggles in the re-
lationship she was in at the 
time and her clashes with 
her sister, who was pushing 
her to go to college. 

“There was something in 
her that I saw. This isn’t all 
of her,” Malagon recalled.

Cervantes remembers not 
believing in herself; she 
did not consider going to a 
university a viable option.

“She believed in me 
when not many people 
were believing in me, es-
pecially when it came back 
to academics, so she gave 
me something there that I 
never had,” Cervantes said. 
“Professors don’t do that.” 

During this talk after 
class, Malagon encouraged 
Cervantes to try and do her 
best and said that it would 
not go unnoticed.

Instructor hopes 
to shift views of 
Chicano/a youth 

MONSE RODRIGUEZ
Daily Titan

Maria Malagon, Ph.D., sociology assistant professor, is working on a book that will document the 
experiences of Chicano/as at a reform school during the 1920s and 30s.
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University Police asks for help finding suspect

Cal State Fullerton Uni-
versity Police is seeking 
information and requesting 

assistance in identifying 
a male subject who is a 
“person of interest in sev-
eral ongoing criminal in-
vestigations,” according 
to an email from Univer-
sity Police Chief Dennis 
DeMaio.

The email did not speci-
fy any alleged crimes, but 
did note that the suspect 
has not exhibited any vio-
lent behavior.

The man is described as 
white, approximately 6 feet 
tall and about 175 pounds. 
He was seen in and around 
the McCarthy Hall area 
both during the day and 
late at night. 

Anyone who knows or has 
seen the suspect on cam-
pus is urged to contact De-
tective McClain at the Cal 
State Fullerton Police De-
partment at 657-278-2902.

Subject is a “person 
of interest” in several 
investigations

MONSE RODRIGUEZ
Daily Titan

The subject has been seen in and around McCarthy Hall in both day and night. He is said to have 
not exhibited any violent behavior.

COURTESY OF CSUF UNIVERSITY POLICE
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Suicidal 
man shuts 
down 57

OC Mexican 
Mafia head 
sentenced

Lawsuit 
filed against 
N. Carolina
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A man threatening 
to jump off a raised 
carpool lane Monday 
morning stopped traf-
fic on the northbound 
57 Freeway, accord-
ing to the Orange 
County Register.

The man was 
swerving in a black 
Hyundai at approx-
imately 8:34 a.m. 
when he stopped on 
the carpool lane of the 
eastbound 91 Free-
way. He sat on the 
side of the road be-
fore hanging his legs 
over the lane.

The Los Ange-
les County Fire De-
partment from the 
City of Industry re-
sponded with an air 
cushion, and Ana-
heim police sent two 
negotiators. 

The man surren-
dered to police short-
ly before 11 a.m., and 
all lanes were open by 
11:15 a.m. 

Orange County Mex-
ican Mafia chieftain 
Peter Ojeda, 74, was 
sentenced to 15 years 
in prison Monday for 
racketeering, criminal 
conspiracy to commit 
murder and assault 
with serious bodi-
ly injury, according to 
the Orange County 
Register.

U.S. District Judge 
James V. Selna opted 
to give Ojeda a “hu-
manitarian” sentence 
in which he could have 
the possibility of leav-
ing prison as he could 
be in his late 80s be-
fore having a chance 
at parole. 

Ojeda’s girlfriend, 
Susan Rodriguez, 53, is 
also awaiting sentenc-
ing after being con-
victed of running mes-
sages between Ojeda 
and his gang while he 
was in the Lewisburg 
Federal Penitentiary in 
Pennsylvania.

The United States 
Justice Department 
filed a civil rights coun-
tersuit Monday against 
North Carolina for its 
bill banning people from 
using public bathrooms 
that do not correspond 
with their biological sex, 
according to CNN.

While seeking declar-
atory relief, a judge’s 
determination of a par-
ty’s rights under a con-
tract or statute, the 
Justice Department is 
threatening to cut fed-
eral funding for the Uni-
versity of North Car-
olina and the North 
Carolina Department of 
Public Safety.

North Carolina state 
officials are filing suits 
against the federal di-
rective in response to 
the lawsuit; however, 
the state’s public uni-
versity system said it 
intends to act “in com-
pliance with federal 
law.”
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The biology and physics department at Cal State Fullerton hosted an event at the Fullerton Arboretum where people were welcomed to view the transit of 
Mercury using astronomical equipment.

GALEN PATTERSON / DAILY TITAN

Mercury: Planet 
makes rare transit

CONTINUED FROM     1

On average, Mercury’s transit happens 13 to 14 times per century. The transit occurs more 
frequently than other planets like Venus, which happens approximately only twice per century.

GALEN PATTERSON / DAILY TITAN

The transit occurs more 
frequently than other plan-
ets, such as Venus, whose 
transit is visible twice in 
an eight-year period before 
not being visible again for 
more than a century. 

“This transit pretty 
much gives you the idea of 
the size of us in the solar 
system,” Bhari said. 

Johannes Kepler first 
predicted Mercury’s transit 
in the 15th century. Kepler, 
a polymath of astronomy, 
astrology and mathemat-
ics, theorized that both 
Venus and Mercury would 
cross the sun within less 
than a month of each other 
in 1631.

Nasa.gov, reported that 
French astronomer Pierre 
Gassendi is credited with 
being the first actual wit-
ness of Mercury’s transit in 

the predicted year. Howev-
er, Venus’ transit was not 
visible from Europe. 

NASA has retroactive-

ly logged all of Mercury’s 
transits since 1605, before 
Gassendi’s account.

The astronomical event 
was only visible from the 
ground in small incre-
ments due to heavy cloud 
cover. However, the clouds 
offered a separate interest 
to some viewers.

“I’ve never seen clouds 
on a telescope,” said Mad-
usha Palliyage, who came 
to the event due to an in-
terest in astronomy. “That 
little dot, you’d never 
think that it’s Mercury,” he 
said. 

Business major Chris-
tine Chau said she attend-
ed the event for personal 
and academic reasons. 

“I like seeing rare oc-
currences — like astro-
nomical events. Plus, I get 
extra credit for class,” she 
said.

Mercury’s transit is ex-
pected to be visible again 
in 2019, but the cloud cov-
erage will have the fi-
nal say in whether or not 
it will be visible from 
Earth. 

Karl said a solar eclipse 
on Aug. 21, 2017 will be “the 
next big astronomical event 
for the United States.”

SHOVIT BHARI
Event organizer

    This transit 
pretty much 
gives you the 
idea of the size 
of us in the solar 
system.

“

“
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“If you have a vision and 
you know where you want 
to go, then it is easy to do 
it,” Schwarzenegger said. 
“Your passion and your vi-
sion will take you there.”

The majority of people 
in the country are not hap-
py in their work, he said, 
and people should know 
that they don’t have to be 
stuck in what they are do-
ing. He stressed the impor-
tance of being able to ig-
nore cynics when trying to 
reach a seemingly impossi-
ble goal.

In 2003, after the third 
installment of the highly 
successful “Terminator” 
film franchise, California 
underwent its first-ever gu-
bernatorial recall election 

seeking to replace former 
Democratic Gov. Gray Da-
vis, causing Schwarzeneg-
ger to set his next goal.

“I changed profes-
sion and I took the risk,” 
Schwarzenegger said. “To 
transform doesn’t just take 
education, but ‘transform’ 
means that you have the 
guts to do it.” 

Schwarzenegger said 
that he was surprised to 
see the ways in which the 
state politics let Demo-
cratic and Republican ex-
tremes take precedence 
over the duty of the state to 
successfully serve the peo-
ple, pointing to pollution as 
an example.

“There’s no Democrat-
ic air, no Republican air. 
We all breathe the same 
air and it’s polluted. How 

could this be a political is-
sue? It’s a people’s issue,” 
he said. “The system is 
rigged all over America. 
The system requires you 
to either be far right or far 
left.”

Schwarzenegger said that 
he did not feel that he be-
longed in Austria, but rath-
er that he should have been 
an American.

“There was no one that 
could stop me from com-
ing to America — no one,” 
Schwarzenegger said.

Schwarzenegger spoke 
about his multiple movie 
failures, like “Hercules in 
New York,” before he be-
came one of Hollywood’s 
most successful stars after 
“Conan the Barbarian.”

“It doesn’t mean that 
I’m a loser. I got back 

up,” Schwarzenegger said. 
“Winners get up, losers 
stay down.” 

Puri said Schwarzeneg-
ger was the prime example 
of achieving the American 
dream and asked the for-
mer governor what chal-
lenges he had to surmount 
to attain his goals.

Schwarzenegger de-
scribed the challenges of 
learning a new language, 
making money and figuring 
out the economic, political 
and educational systems in 
America. 

When Schwarzenegger 
first came to America, he 
was a construction work-
er, going to Santa Monica 
City College, taking act-
ing classes and working 
out for five hours a day for 
the world championships of 

bodybuilding. He was okay 
with this, though, because 
he was just happy to be liv-
ing in America, he said. 

“This is by far the great-
est country in the world, 
and I’ve seen it firsthand 
being the land of oppor-
tunity,” Schwarzenegger 
said.

Schwarzenegger talked 
about the importance of ed-
ucation, especially in terms 
of equal access for all de-
mographics of kids and 
adults.

“Our minorities are getting 
screwed,” Schwarzenegger 
said, pointing to the appear-
ance of minority schools and 
their facilities, saying that they 
are underfunded and kids are 
not getting the same level of 
education as kids in well-fund-
ed neighborhoods.

“It shouldn’t be like 
that. Each and every child 
should have the same op-
portunity when it comes to 
education,” he said.

As the conversation end-
ed, the talk turned to how 
the upcoming presiden-
tial election has distracted 
from the real issues and fo-
cused on things that aren’t 
necessarily the only prob-
lems America faces.

Schwarzenegger said that 
he would have liked to have 
run for president in 2016.

“I do regret that I wasn’t 
born in America because 
then I could have run,” he 
said. He recalled watching 
the debates and wishing 
that he could be up there 
on stage to “tell the peo-
ple my vision of America 
as an immigrant.” 

CONTINUED FROM     1

When Arnold Schwarzenegger became governor of California, he said he was surprised to see how loyal legislators were to their parties instead of the people they were elected to serve. 
YUNUEN BONAPARTE / DAILY TITAN

Arnold: Movie star opens forum
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Ten years later, Cervantes is 
now a UCLA graduate with a 
bachelor’s degree in Chicana/o 
studies and a minor in Afri-
can-American studies. She is 
currently a part-time health 
advocate for “Salud a la Vida!” 
(Cheers to Life) at the nonprof-
it Bienestar. Cervantes is also 
starting her pre-med program 
at Loyola Marymount Univer-
sity later this month. 

“I don’t know what would 
have happened to me if the 
universe had not put her in my 
life,” Cervantes said. “If she 
wouldn’t have approached me, 
I would not have approached 
her. I would not have talked to 
her. I would not have asked for 
help from anyone.” 

“She’s on my favorites on 
my phone,” said Lindsay Perez 
Huber, assistant professor at 
CSULB for social and cultural 
analysis of education. “I know 
that Maria is the type of per-
son that will always be there 
for you, to support you, to give 
you advice, to be honest. She’s 
a really honest person.”

Huber and Malagon met at 
UCI and have worked together 
on several published journals 
and articles.   

Malagon has always be-
lieved in having her work im-
pact people’s lives. 

“I knew from a very early 
age that I wanted to do some-
thing in the public sector,” 
Malagon said. “I knew I never 
wanted to go into business or 
a STEM field. I knew I want-
ed to do some kind of service 
because that’s kind of what I 
grew up with.”

Malagon was born in the 
Los Angeles area and grew 
up in Buena Park. She was 

born to working-class Mexi-
can immigrant parents and is 
a first-generation college stu-
dent. She recalled being one of 
the only Chicanas at her high 
school who took honors class-
es and went on to attend a UC 
school.

She triple majored at UCI, 
graduating in 2004 with bach-
elor’s degrees in sociology, 
Chicano/Latino studies and 
political science. She then 
went to UCLA to obtain her 
master’s and Ph.D. in social 
sciences and comparative edu-
cation, with a specialization in 
race and ethnic studies.

“I always talk about how I 
grew up literally in what we 
call the borderlands, living 
here with relative privilege 
and then going to Mexico and 
seeing poverty and going to 
neighborhoods here in LA,” 
Malagon said.

Malagon spent a lot of time 
with her father, who was a 
teacher’s aide at an indepen-
dent study school.

“I saw a lot of high gang ac-
tivities coming in and out of 
the school that he worked at, 
and I was just curious because 
my dad was very effective in 
talking to them and working 
with them,” Malagon said. 

Malagon said that seeing 
the hardships and differences 
within the community sparked 
her interest in studying it. 

Being a first-generation col-
lege student, Malagon said she 
didn’t know what her options 
were in academia, and ulti-
mately it was her father who 
encouraged her to pursue a 
Ph.D. program, even though 
he was sick with cancer as she 
was finishing up grad school. 

Malagon said that she 
sees first-generation college 

students at CSUF face sim-
ilar situations of being un-
sure of what to do with their 
degrees.

“It’s not really about your 
degree — it’s what you want 
to do. The degree, it’s just a pa-
per,” Malagon said. 

Malagon realized that it was 
important to her to always do 
work that would make an im-
pact, rather than heavily fo-
cus on building prestige in the 
world of academia.

She is currently working on 
a book about a reform school 
in Ventura County called the 
Ventura School for Girls. In 
her book, she aims to focus 
on women of Mexican de-
scent who were sent there 
because of their ethnicity as 
well as their nonconformity 
to the standard way of dress-
ing at the time.

Malagon said these wom-
en were among the first wave 
of first-generation children, 
who, after heavy immigration 
in the ‘20s and ‘30s, grew up 
in the WWII era. 

Malagon hopes to trans-
form the conversation around 
Chicano/a youths as she un-
covered that in those times, 
association with Mexican cul-
ture or families often led so-
ciety to assume that a youth 
would be rebellious or at 
risk.

“(Our families) are our pil-
lars of strength. They are part 
of the reason why we fight so 
hard because we saw them 
fight. We saw them struggle. 
We saw them work,” Malag-
on said. “So, I try to tell those 
stories. ” 

Malagon finds that to be 
especially true today as she 
raises her 6-year-old, Diego, a 
child with special needs, with 

the support of her parents, 
siblings and Diego’s paternal 
grandmother. 

Diego has also brought 
Malagon new perspectives on 
her work as she balances ca-
reer and family.

“My experiences with my 
child allows me to see a very 
humanistic view in interac-
tion of how people see and la-
bel your child,” Malagon said. 
“It drives me more toward 
really wanting to do work 
where people understand and 
embrace difference.”

As Malagon struggled to 
juggle work, Diego’s daily 
therapies and meetings with 
his teachers, her son allowed 
her to see a part of her work 
she didn’t before. She said 
that going through the pro-
cess of getting the help Diego 
needed to be himself helped 
her recognize the struggles 
that families in even worse 
situations go through to get 
resources for their children.

“He is a symbol that holds 
me accountable to the theo-
ries I talk about,” Malagon 
said. “He really pushes me to 
think about how people learn, 
how people view the world.”

Malagon is listed in the 
magazine Diverse Issues in 
Higher Education’s list of “12 
Emerging Scholars.” She has 
been teaching at CSUF for 
six years and is currently on 
her first year as a tenure-track 
faculty member. 

Her many printed and un-
printed accomplishments 
aside, Malagon said she is 
most proud of the fact that she 
is doing work she loves.

“I’m doing what I want to 
do,” she said. “I think I am 
in the right place in my life. 
That’s an accomplishment.” 
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Youth: Father sparks professor’s passion

When filling out paper-
work for the Department 
of Motor Vehicles, some 
check a little square box 
without knowing what that 
check entails. Others don’t 
check the box at all, hav-
ing no idea what is being 
thrown away. Checking that 
box identifies one as an or-
gan donor, someone who 
saves lives after his or her’s 
ends.

Every year, Cal State Ful-
lerton hosts OneLegacy’s 
“Donate Life Run/Walk,” 
an event used to raise or-
gan donation awareness; 
yet, CSUF’s affiliation with 
OneLegacy and the Donate 
Life Organization goes be-
yond this one event. 

OneLegacy is a nonprof-
it organization dedicated to 
saving the lives of individu-
als in need of organ and tis-
sue donations. They have 11 
transplant centers and serve 
215 hospitals in the greater 
Los Angeles area.

The event’s founders, 
Craig and Kathleen Hostert, 
are both Cal State Fullerton 
alumni.

Craig has been an organ 
recipient on two different 
occasions. Kathleen gave 
him one of her kidneys back 
in 1998. Fourteen years lat-
er, Craig’s son, Justin, also 
gave his father a kidney. 

According to Donate 
Life California, “more than 
123,000 Americans are cur-
rently waiting for an organ 
transplant, nearly 22,000 
live in California and an av-
erage of 22 patients die ev-
ery day while waiting, sim-
ply because the organ was 
not donated in time.”

Austin Nicely was an 
ROTC and criminal justice 
student at CSUF. In Octo-
ber 2014, he was in a mo-
torcycle accident. 

Austin Nicely’s acci-
dent occurred early Friday 
morning on Oct. 31, but it 

wasn’t until late Saturday 
night, Nov. 1, that he was 
officially pronounced dead. 
As a registered organ do-
nor, after passing away, he 
was determined eligible for 
organ donation. 

The hospital contacted 
OneLegacy an hour before 
he was pronounced dead. A 
OneLegacy representative 
came up to his family and 
asked for their blessing to 
donate his organs. 

“They didn’t actual-
ly need (to do) that. If you 
are a registered organ do-
nor, they use the organs no 
matter what,” said Simone 
Nicely, Austin Nicely’s sis-
ter. “The OneLegacy repre-
sentative was very kind and 
understanding.”

Simone Nicely knew 
her brother was an organ 
donor before being ap-
proached by the OneLegacy 
representative.  

“I distinctly remember 
him saying that if he wasn’t 
using his body, someone 

else should. It was just a 
random conversation we 
were having that ended up 
being really important,” 
Simone Nicely said.

Even after being pro-
nounced dead, tests still 
had to be run on Austin 
Nicely to ensure his organs 
were viable for transplant. 

“Even though there are 
millions of people on the 
registry, it doesn’t mean 
that all of them will be able 
to become organ donors. 
It really depends on how 
they die,” said Kari Kozuki, 
OneLegacy‘s donor family 
event coordinator. 

According to OrganDo-
nor.gov, “most donors are 
victims of severe head trau-
ma, a brain aneurysm or 
stroke,” which leaves most 
of the vital organs viable. 
However, even if the organs 
are viable, the families of 
the deceased must sign off 
in order for the organs to be 
used, which could be a dif-
ficult decision.

“We try and work with 
that family to help them un-
derstand that we are asking 
them to honor the decision 
that their loved one has al-
ready made,” Kozuki said. 

Most people inform their 
family members they are 
donors, this way if some-
thing happened to that per-
son, his or her decision 
could be supported, ac-
cording to OrganDonor.gov. 
However, making that deci-
sion is never easy.

“OneLegacy really does 
so much for the families 
of donors,” said Nicole 
Heimerl, Austin Nicely’s 
mother. She said that fam-
ilies receive a newsletter 
about every three months 
that contains informa-
tion about grief and grief 
therapy.

Gary Foxen, who died 
in November 2014, was an 
Air Force veteran and a li-
aison between the CSUF 
ROTC program and OneL-
egacy. He took on that role 

when he became a lung 
recipient. 

Lois Foxen, Gary Fox-
en’s wife, said Gary Foxen 
had his lungs for 15 and a 
half years, which gave him 
time to do all his final life 
goals.

These goals included be-
ing named “Father of the 
Float” for his efforts toward 
getting a OneLegacy float 
in the Rose Bowl Parade; 
he started the Color Guard 
Program that takes place in 
the Circle of Life Garden 
during the Run/Walk event 
and he started the “Fall-
en Soldier Donor Memori-
al,” which is dedicated to 
honoring soldiers that were 
also donors. 

Not everyone is as pos-
itive as the Foxens when 
it comes to organ dona-
tion. Some people are hes-
itant to register as donors. 
A common myth is that 
if someone donates his or 
her organs, then the “hos-
pital staff won’t work as 

hard to save (his or her) 
life,” according to the Mayo 
Clinic.

“We have to explain to 
people that when there is 
a traffic accident and the 
paramedic is responding, 
they’re not checking the 
website to see if they are a 
donor,” Kozuki said. 

Paramedics provide what-
ever care possible to save a 
person’s life, because that is 
their job, Kozuki said.

A person who makes or-
gan or tissue donations can 
save up to eight lives and 
enhance up to 50, according 
to the OneLegacy website.

Austin Nicely’s organs 
helped four people. His 
heart recipient had waited 
three-and-a-half months be-
fore receiving any news. 

“I count my blessings ev-
ery day. I am so grateful 
that Austin and his family 
were so generous with the 
gift of life,” the recipient 
said in an anonymous letter 
to Heimerl. 

Families benefit 
from OneLegacy 
organization 

DESIREE HALEY 
MEGAN SMITH

Daily Titan

OneLegacy’s “Donate Life Run/Walk” helps to raise organ donation awareness, but it is only one aspect of CSUF’s affiliation with OneLegacy. Many members of the 
CSUF community have used OneLegacy to donate or receive vital organs.

MEGAN SMITH / DAILY TITAN

CSUF organ donors save lives after death 

@theDailyTitan
follow us
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@SLIDEBAR | 122 E. COMMONWEALTH AVE | DOWNTOWN FULLERTON

• Come out to listen to a night 

full of local OC/LA bands and 

good vibes. 

• Visit titanradio.org  &

facebook.com/titanradio 

for upcoming show dates.

8PMAdmission is FREE. 

21 and 
over

We love music so much that we’re 
hosting a monthly event over at the 

Slide Bar in DTF!

Donald Trump is running a presidential 
campaign that often seems to be more about 
projecting strength than it is about specific 
policy positions. Trump presents himself to 
voters as a “strong man” type who would 
deport more than 10 million people cur-
rently living in the United States, bar Mus-
lims from entering the country, shut down 
mosques and perhaps set up a national data-
base to track Muslims.

Given that Trump is now the presump-
tive Republican nominee, it’s worth consid-
ering how his strong man approach would 
play out in office. Some are skeptical of 
his rhetoric, arguing that Trump, if elected, 
would have to contend with the reality that 
presidents generally cannot act alone. The 
Constitution divides most powers between 
the president and Congress: presidents 
cannot go to war unilaterally; they cannot 
make unilateral decisions about most mat-
ters involving national security. The con-
stitutional system of separation of powers 
uses checks and balances to make sure no 
one branch of government has concentrat-
ed power.

That is certainly correct, in theory. In 
practice, however, recent presidents have 
shown a willingness and ability to write 
Congress out of the equation. A President 
Trump determined to act without Congress 
would have recent precedent to draw on — 
most notoriously, the unitary executive the-
ory relied on by the Bush administration. 
The unitary executive theory rejects the 
idea of checks and balances, claiming un-
checked power for the president, even the 
power to set aside criminal laws. As po-
litical scientist Jim Pfiffner observes, this 
theory assigns presidents “powers once as-
serted by kings.” The Bush administration 
invoked the unitary executive theory to jus-
tify torture and warrantless surveillance 
prohibited by criminal law, and to claim 
complete power over decisions to use mil-
itary force.

It is well worth finding out what Trump 
— and other candidates, for that matter 
— think of the unitary executive theory. 
During the 2008 election, reporter Char-
lie Savage surveyed the presidential can-
didates to ask specific questions about the 
scope and limits of executive power. Of 

course, getting candidates on the record is 
not enough — President Obama has not ad-
hered to the limits on power he acknowl-
edged when answering Savage’s questions 
as a candidate. But it is a useful starting 
point to ask Trump and other candidates 
whether they acknowledge constitution-
al limits on presidential power. Some of 
Trump’s public statements suggest he be-
lieves that constitutional limits would not 
bind him. For instance, during a debate, 
Trump said that President Obama lacked 
the “courage” to use military force against 
the Assad regime in Syria in 2013. In re-
ality, President Obama lacked constitution-
al authority to act alone against Syria — he 
needed congressional authorization, which 
Trump seemed to dismiss.

Trump has also said that he would order 
the military to carry out torture, declar-
ing that it would follow his orders, whether 
lawful or not. Trump seemed to later back-
track when he said he would “stay within 
the laws” in responding to ISIS — but his 
new position does not immediately make 
sense.

Trump said he’d like to change the law to 
allow waterboarding, but waterboarding is 
torture. Torture, by definition, is illegal — 
both under U.S. law and international law. 
The U.S. has signed a treaty prohibiting tor-
ture and other cruel, inhumane, or degrad-
ing treatment or punishment. Would Trump 
have the United States withdraw from the 
treaty? If Congress did not support him, 
would he act anyway?

Candidate Trump has proposed a number 
of radical, dangerous ideas. He is running a 
campaign based in large part on the prom-
ise that he would be a strong leader who 
would take actions that other presidents 
have been unwilling or unable to carry out. 
The U.S. constitutional system has checks 
in place that, in theory, can set limits on 
presidential power. But those checks have 
not functioned well during times of crisis, 
including the years since 9/11 — especial-
ly when Congress is passive or deferential. 
It’s essential to consider what a President 
Trump could do to deliver on his promise to 
rule as a strong leader. The answer is that it 
could largely depend on how far he is will-
ing to go.

“Would a President Trump Recognize Limits on Power?“

FROM CHRIS EDELSON, J.D., ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF GOVERN-
MENT AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, SCHOOL OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Letter to the Editor

Though mass develop-
ment into virtual reality 
(VR) is still in its infan-
cy, as the industry is pro-
jected to reach a billion 
dollars in 2016 and major 
companies barely releas-
ing retail headsets in the 
last year, the technology is 
already showing the prom-
ise to go beyond entertain-
ment. Virtual reality can 
open audiences’ eyes to 
new experiences and meth-
ods of rehabilitation or 
education.

VR’s capabilities make 
it a worthy technology to 
heavily invest in. To reit-
erate, it is a field that re-
quires more time to im-
prove, but there first needs 
to be a stronger push in re-
search and development, 
either by private industries 
or government entities, to 
make the product more 
feasible.

VR headsets have al-
ready proven their abili-
ty to encapsulate audienc-
es in worlds or situations 
far away from their own, 
allowing users to forget 
about the reality they’re 
in.

The ability to simulate 
situations or scenarios can 
greatly improve occupa-
tional training in a variety 
of ways.

VR technology is being 
used in the Army for train-
ing new soldiers.

“The Army is respon-
sible to provide realistic 
training for individual sol-
diers while mitigating risk. 
With emerging technology 
of the virtual world, this is 
becoming a reality,” said 

Maj. Loren Bymer on the 
United States Army’s offi-
cial website.

Palmer Luckey, the 
founder of VR headset 
company Oculus, had the 
idea to help those who re-
turned from service with 
post-traumatic stress 
disorder.

“It can make a signifi-
cant difference in people’s 
lives,” Luckey said.

This type of rehabilita-
tion was impossible until 
now. 

Another way VR will 
be helpful in the future in-
cludes virtual tours that al-
low buyers and renters to 
walk through the house or 
apartment they’re poten-
tially committing to. 

Another venue that VR 
will benefit is the medi-
cal field. From simulating 
surgeries to remotely at-
tending operating rooms 
during a real surgery, VR 
can give a medical students 
access to a new level of 
interaction.

Simulations are becom-
ing more hands-on, so much 
so that digital and electron-
ic development companies 
such as DTE Energy and 
Vectorform are using VR to 
allow potential employees to 
sample jobs and see if it fits 
their liking.

These kind of companies 
are hoping that by using vir-
tual reality to simulate on-
site job demands it will help 
workers to get used to the 
typical environment. Fur-
thermore, it works to the em-
ployees benefit as a test run 
to see if they are suitable for 
the job, according to the De-
troit Free Press.

VR can create ample op-
portunities to improve in-
dustries by providing state-
of-the-art training and 
simulations. VR will revo-
lutionize the workforce if it 
is provided with serious re-
sources to grow.

Investing in the latest 
tech trend improves 
more than just games

ALAN BERNAL
Daily Titan

Using virtual 
reality can 
make for a 
better world

Submit a letter to the editor at 
editorinchief@dailytitan.com
with the subject line as
‘letter to the editor’

(Letters may be edited to fit our style)
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ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

There’s no need to change your 
destination if you believe in your-
self, for altering your plans only 
distracts you from what you need 
to be doing now. Instead, rethink 
your strategy and then reallocate 
your resources so you can gain 
efficiency on your current journey.    

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

A methodical approach to manag-
ing your resources enables you to 
advance at work rather than get-
ting caught up in idealistic dreams. 
Even if you don’t actually initiate 
action on a new venture now, at 
least evaluate your options and 
devise a strategy that will carry 
you forward. Without a well-con-
sidered plan, a goal is simply an 
idle wish.    

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

It’s not that you lack vision; it’s just 
that you’re more concerned now 
with completing one task before 
beginning something else. 

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

A convergence of unrelated cir-
cumstances requires you to decide 
what comes next in your life. But 
don’t limit your options by focus-
ing on a recent setback; wipe the 
slate clean so you aren’t constrict-
ed by yesterday’s plans.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

If your idea of personal growth 
doesn’t involve the classroom, you 
might consider taking a working 
vacation that allows you to travel 
and widen your perspective in 
other ways. An open mind allows 
you to explore the world with 
open eyes.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You are entering a highly creative 
phase where the possibilities are 
only limited by what you believe. 
It makes sense to push ahead on a 
project as long as you are har-
nessing enthusiasm that has been 
building for some time. Change 
the plan and not the goal.

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

An apparently trivial choice made 
today could have profound con-
sequences that are not yet obvi-
ous. Doing nothing at all is better 
than doing something you quickly 
regret.

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

You derive great meaning from 
relationships of all types. Never-
theless, the right partner could 
offer the ways and means for you 
to reach your goal. Making a 
smart alliance now is certainly in 
your best interest as long as your 
intentions are noble.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

It’s time to set a stake in the 
ground that can be used as a 
cornerstone for the foundation you 
are busy constructing. Your future 
will be more uncertain if you are 
anxious about your present vulner-
ability. Stability is more important 
to success than brilliance when 
push comes to shove.

CONTACT US: ADOSHI@DAILYTITAN.COM

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Although you might not be able 
to avoid your responsibilities, you 
don’t need to waste time micro-
managing a project at work today. 
As Theodore Roosevelt said, 
“Keep your eyes on the stars and 
your feet on the ground.”  

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Letting go of a hurtful memory en-
ables you to see beyond your pre-
viously limited point of view. You 
have an opportunity to redefine 
your frame of reference if you’re 
willing to reveal your vulnerability 
to someone trustworthy.  

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)

Although you may be an idealist 
by nature, it’s time to temporar-
ily put your dreams away and 
face the music in the mundane 
world. Don’t worry about your 
current lack of imagination. Oddly 
enough, you can experience a 
satisfying peace of mind when you 
accept reality as it is.

Quotes for the Day

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” 
      -- Helen Keller

“Great things in business are never done by one person.  
They’re done by a team of people.”
      -- Steve Jobs

Holy Family Services

Pregnant?  Free counseling and services.  We come to you  
unless you prefer to come to our Fullerton Office.

Holy Family Services, adopting, and foster care.

1 - 800 - 464 - 2367

www.holyfamilyservices.com

FB & Twitter @HFSCommunity

EATING UTENSILS

PLATE, FORK, POT, SAUCER, PAN, SPATULA, FINGERBOWL, GLASS,
SPOON, LADLE, KNIFE, NAPKIN, CUTLERY, CUP
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For the first time since 
the 2009 season, the 
Cal State Fullerton soft-
ball team (41-13 overall, 
15-3 Big West) will re-
turn to postseason play af-
ter clinching the Big West 
Conference Championship 
this past weekend.

The conference cham-
pionship marks the pro-
gram’s first since 2006. 
Head Coach Kelly Ford’s 
program took a signifi-
cant step in the right di-
rection after the team’s 34-
22 overall, 12-9 Big West, 
2015 season campaign.

After losing four out of 
five in February’s Mary 
Nutter Classic, Fullerton 
regrouped and had a dom-
inant month of March, go-
ing 16-4. 

The Titans have been 
dominant all across the 
board this season, as they 
boast an impressive 2.19 
earned run average (first 
in the Big West), a sol-
id .303 collective batting 

average (third in the Big 
West) and a .381 on-base 
percentage. 

The dynamic duo of 
freshman Sydney Golden 
and senior Desiree Yba-
rra has carried the Titans 
defensively as the play-
ers rank second and third 
in the Big West with out-
standing ERAs of 1.66 and 
1.84, respectively.

In her most recent 
game pitched against Cal 
State Northridge, Ybarra 
notched her 12th complete 
game of 2016, continuing 
her bulldog mentality from 
all season and paving the 
way for Golden, who is set 
to have a bright future as 
she continues her career at 
Fullerton.

“We kind of say (Syd-
ney) has an awkward con-
fidence,” Ybarra said. “She 
really embraces who she is. 
She doesn’t try to do too 
much. She’s not an over-
powering pitcher but she 
trusts what she has and she 
really goes with that. It’s 
amazing to see where she 
started and where she’s at 
now.”

Golden currently flaunts 
an outstanding 17-4 record, 
while Ybarra owns a sol-
id 14-6 record through 34 
games pitched. The Titans 

will need their impressive 
one-two punch of Ybarra 
and Golden to keep up their 
outstanding work in the 
circle as Fullerton heads 
back to the postseason.

CSUF has also dominat-
ed in the batter’s box, led 
by the lethal power-duo 
of senior infielder Mis-
sy Taukeiaho and junior 
catcher Alexis Gonzalez. 
Gonzalez leads the team 
with nine home runs and 
42 RBIs, with Taukeiaho 
following right behind her 
with eight home runs and 
34 RBIs.

Both Gonzalez and 
Taukeiaho lead the Titans’ 
starting lineup with out-
standing .362 batting av-
erages. Taukeiaho has also 
displayed exceptional pa-
tience behind the plate as 
she leads the team in walks, 
drawing a total of 37.

Freshman outfielder Ar-
ianna Williams has been a 
thorn in opposing pitchers’ 
sides all season long, lead-
ing the Titans with 21 stolen 
bases.

The Titans wrap up the 
regular season this weekend 
at Anderson Family Field 
where they will host UC 
Santa Barbara for a three-
game series to prepare for a 
deep run in the postseason.

Fulleron softball wins 
its first conference 
title of the last decade

BRANDON ROSS
Daily Titan

After clinching Big 
West, CSUF back in 
NCAA Tournament

Senior outfielder Courtney Rodriguez went 5-11 at the plate in the series against Cal State 
Northridge, improving her batting average to .318 on the season.

PATRICK DO / DAILY TITAN

Baseball
Vs. UC Santa Barbara 

• Away, Caesar Uyesaka Stadium
• Friday, May 13 at 3 p.m.

• Saturday, May 14 at 2 p.m.
• Sunday, May 15 at 5 p.m.

Softball
Vs. UC Santa Barbara

• Home, Anderson Family Field
• Friday, May 13 at 6 p.m.

• Saturday, May 14 at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Track and Field
Big West Conference Championships

• Away, Jack Rose Track Stadium
• Friday, May 13 and Saturday, May 14

 Sports this week

@theDailyTitan
follow us on
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