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“Kubo” is a serious-minded animated epic
Laika’s latest is 
not only the best 
animated film 
of the summer, 
it may be the 
best adventure 
film of the whole 
year. Features 7

CSUF takes top spot in online campaign
Titans took to 
social media to 
show off their 
school spirit 
in the Forbes’  
#MyTopCollege 
contest over 
the summer Sports 9

Women’s soccer nearly secures shutout 
Cal State Ful-
lerton begins 
2016-17 sea-
son strong as 
Rosas and Or-
onoz net goals 
in 2-1 win over 
St. Mary’s 

TSU opening moved to October

Two students stabbed at fraternity party

M.F.A. student 
finds passion in 
theater arts

Convocation Address 
outlines progress

It is Aug. 13, the day of 
the soft opening for the play 
“The Book of Andy” at Cal 
State Fullerton’s Grand Cen-
tral Art Center in Santa Ana, 
and a director worries that 
his audience may not find 
his play as amusing as he did 
throughout production.

“I have been laughing at this 
show for about a month and 
a half and it doesn’t get old,” 
Director Miguel Torres said. 
“But once the audience was 
there, I was afraid they weren’t 
going to laugh.” 

Given his prior experience 
as both an actor and a director, 
the production was nothing 
that Torres couldn’t handle. 
From his simple beginnings 
with an indifference to theat-
rical productions to becoming 
a passionate actor and director, 
Torres has grown into his am-
bitions that lead him to “The 
Book of Andy.”

Born and raised in Mexico 

until the age of eight, when he 
went across the border from 
Mexico to California as an un-
documented immigrant, Tor-
res spent the rest of his child-
hood in Bakersfield.

“It’s a conservative town,” 
Torres said. “You don’t really 
go there much unless you’re 

passing by.”
The very first theatrical 

performance Torres saw was 
an opera being performed in 
Washington D.C. It didn’t in-
spire much enthusiasm in the 
then seventh-grader.

Assailants still at 
large after assault at 
Pi Kappa Phi house

SARAH WOLSTONCROFT 
MEGAN MAXEY

Daily Titan

Two students were stabbed 
during a party at the Pi Kap-
pa Phi Fraternity house on 
Teri Place just before 1 a.m., 

on Sunday morning, according 
to a timely warning email sent 
out by campus police.

One of the victims was 
stabbed in the chest while the 
other was stabbed in the arm 
according to Cal State Fuller-
ton Police Captain and Pub-
lic Information Officer Scot 
Willey.

Neither wound was life 
threatening and both students 
have since been released from 
the hospital.

“All we heard was that there 
was an altercation in the alley-
way,” added Willey.

Emergency management 
sent out an email stating, “Two 
possible suspects fled south-
bound on foot and were not 
seen again.  The first suspect 
was described by witnesses as 
the following: Male, Hispanic, 
early 20’s, around 5’10”, 160-
175 pounds, light blue Yan-
kee’s style baseball cap, black 
t-shirt and black pants. The 

second suspect was only de-
scribed as a male, with no oth-
er details.” Willey confirmed 
the information in the email.

Multiple members of Pi 
Kappa Phi declined to com-
ment. An Interfraternity Coun-
cil member, who declined to 
be identified, was at a house 
near the altercation but refused 
to comment.

Pi Kappa Phi brothers tried 
to control the chaos by escort-
ing everyone out of the house  

said Jezelle Escobar, a fresh-
man present at the party. 

According to Escobar, par-
tygoers ran out of the house 
upon seeing cops. Some were 
crowding around the victim’s 
body but were told to back 
away by fraternity brothers.

“They were trying to help, 
but I guess they had already 
called 911. But people were 
still calling 911,” Escobar 
said.

The first weekend people 

move into the dorms the par-
ties get larger, said Willey. He 
added they were particularly 
large this semester. 

“It was a pretty wild week-
end, there was a lot of stuff go-
ing on the last three nights over 
there,” Willey said.

Students with any informa-
tion are encouraged to con-
tact CSUF police or Fullerton 
police department directly at 
714-738-6800 and refer to their 
case number: 16-55595.

The “Book of Andy” 
director recalls 
accomplishments

KALEB STEWART
Daily Titan

Parents and students met 
alongside new and return-
ing faculty, staff and admin-
istrators to witness President 
Mildred Garcia’s fifth con-
secutive CSUF Convocation 
address on Monday, Aug. 
15. 

Garcia and the Cal State 
Fullerton community met 
in Meng Concert Hall of the 
Clayes Performing Art Cen-
ter to review the university’s 
diverse accomplishments of 

the previous year as well as 
to note the progress of its im-
plemented Strategic Plan.

According to Garcia, the 
2015-16 academic year met 
the first goal of CSUF’s Stra-
tegic Plan: Developing and 
maintaining a curricular 
and co-curricular environ-
ment that prepares students 
for participation in a global 
society and is responsive to 
workforce needs through the 
flourishing Student Success 
Teams (SST). 

SSTs are “innovative cor-
roborations of Student Af-
fairs and Academic Affairs ... 
providing data driven student 
advising that leverages the 
knowledge of our faculty and 
staff,” Garcia said.

CSUF President 
discusses 2015-16 
academic year

JILLIAN SALAS
Daily Titan
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Cal State Fullerton’s Ti-
tan Student Union (TSU) ex-
pansion project that began 
in July 2015 is expected to 
be finished earlier than pro-
jected, opening new lounge 
space for students by the be-
ginning of the upcoming fall 
semester.

Though Associated Stu-
dents, Inc. (ASI) originally 
advertised that the construc-
tion would be done by spring 
2017 due to the possibility of 
El Niño rains and other de-
lays, the expansion is now 
expected to be completed by 
September 2016.

“When the contractor bid 
the project originally, they 
said they could do it by Sep-
tember or October 2016, 
and nobody believed them,” 
ASI Director of Administra-
tions and interim TSU Di-
rector for the past year Car-
ol McDoniel said.  “We’re 
actually a little bit ahead of 
schedule.”

The project will add 
26,000 square feet of space 
to the TSU and will include 
three floors that have lounge 

space and other components.  
The ground floor will in-
clude the relocated Informa-
tion Desk, the upper floor 
will have a new board room 
for the ASI Board and the 
Titan Student Center’s Gov-
erning Boards, and the bot-
tom floor will have a meeting 
room and food service such 
as a potential Starbucks.

“The main purpose (of 
the construction) is public 

space. We actually did a sur-
vey with students about two 
to three years ago now, and 
then we had a consultant 
come in and look at our cur-
rent space... and the num-
ber one need that came up 
was lounge space,” Mc-
Doniel said.  “(CSUF) is a 
commuter campus, so the 
main thing students want is 
a place to sit between class-
es that’s air conditioned and 

comfortable.”
Replacing the Informa-

tion Desk where it current-
ly is located will be new 
bathrooms, including a gen-
der-neutral, family-friendly 
bathroom. The bathrooms 
are being constructed in ac-
cordance with building stan-
dards whenever square foot-
age is added to a structure, 
according to McDoniel.  

The construction 

project has also included re-
furbishing the heating, ven-
tilation and air conditioning 
(HVAC) systems as well as 
the fire sprinklers in the old 
building, built in 1976, after 
the State of California Fire 
Marshal said they needed 
updating.

“That’s mainly what’s 
been going on this sum-
mer, finishing the fram-
ing and doing the electrical, 

installing lights and paint-
ing,” McDoniel said. “The 
other thing they’ve been 
working on this summer 
is HVAC: Heating and Air 
Conditioning, fire sprinklers 
and safety systems.”

The new expansion will 
have a lot of open space, act-
ing like a large public lounge 
and lobby for the TSU.

Construction on 
campus buildings 
moving forward

JASON ROCHLIN
Daily Titan
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The new stairs installed in the TSU expansion include wide steps for students to sit and relax on, as well as outlets for charging convenience according to McDoniel.
GRETCHEN DAVEY / DAILY TITAN
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Miguel Torres, the director of “The Book of Andy,” is an M.F.A actor at 
Cal State Fullerton and has directed numerous theater productions.

GRETCHEN DAVEY / DAILY TITAN





“When you come into the 
building you’ll be able to see 
all three levels because it’s a 
three floor atrium and there 
are skylights,” McDoniel 
said.  “The new space will be 
very bright and have windows 
everywhere.”

Though there hasn’t been 
much complaint about the in-
convenience of getting around 
the construction itself, McDo-
niel does say there have been 
questions raised about the use 
of funding for the expansion.  

However, she believes people 
simply don’t understand where 
the money is coming from.

“The only money we’re 
spending is money that’s col-
lected from the Titan Student 
Center fee,” a part of tuition 
students pay that can only be 
used for TSU programs and 
services according to McDo-
niel.  “That money can’t be 
spent on things like the library 
or classrooms because it’s a stu-
dent centers’ fee.”

McDoniel also added that 
no student fees were raised to 

pay for the project.  Instead, the 
money comes from a “healthy 
reserve” that’s been saved up 
over the last 20 years or so by 
previous administrations and 
student leaders.

“Every student that has come 
here for the past 20 years and 
paid fees has essentially paid 
for this project,” McDoniel 
said.  “So I hope they come 
back and see it, since they paid 
for it.”

The grand opening ceremo-
ny is currently planned for Oct. 
20, even if the new part of the 
TSU is open to the public be-
fore then.

“I think if (the expansion) 
brings more students into the 
building so they feel welcome, 
that’s really my goal,” McDo-
niel said.  “By providing this 
extra space hopefully we’ll get 
more people in the building to 
learn more about what’s be-
ing offered. Then, the more 
students are involved, they are 
more likely to graduate.”

Expansion has also been 
continuing at other parts of 
the campus over the summer.  
The Western State College of 

Law Buildings at 1111 N. State 
College Blvd, which were pur-
chased by the CSUF Auxilia-
ry Services Corporation (ASC) 
in 2012, will be available 
soon to house ASC and other 
divisions.

ASC Director of Property 
Development James Alexander 
says the Western State College 
purchase included two build-
ings, a library and a four story 
building.

“We’ve been working on 
the build-out of new tenant im-
provements with the library 
(over the summer),” Alexander 
said.  “That entails new offic-
es, new HVAC equipment, new 
lighting, new alarm systems 
and new sprinklers.”

While ASC is an entity sep-
arate from the college, CSUF’s 
Office of Research Develop-
ment and the Center for De-
mographic Research will also 
eventually move into the West-
ern State College library.  The 
four story building required a 
seismic retrofit and will hold 
the University Extended Edu-
cation (UEE) and IT depart-
ments around Jan. 1, 2017.

These success teams were 
presented in front of the OA-
SIS (Optimizing Academ-
ic Success and Institutional 
Strategy) summit and impact-
ed other national institutions 
so much that some chose to 
use CSUF’s work as a leading 
example for their school. 

The second goal of im-
proving student persistence, 
increasing graduation rates 
university-wide and narrow-
ing the achievement gap for 
underrepresented students is 
anchored by the institution’s 
high-impact practices (HIPS), 
where Fullerton is the leading 
CSU in the statewide system. 
These practices can be seen 
in the increased participation 
of diverse students enrolling 
in intersession study abroad 
or study away programs, the 
development of a women’s 
leadership program in the 
Mihaylo College of Business 
and Economics, and the grav-
itational wave breakthrough 
made by staff members of 
CSUF, Caltech and MIT.  

Goal three of the Strategic 
Plan is to recruit and retain a 
high-quality and diverse fac-
ulty and staff. This year, the 

59 new tenure-track faculty 
members represent the most 
diverse group yet accord-
ing to Garcia, where half are 
women, 33 percent are Asian, 
10 percent are Latino, nine 
percent are African-Amer-
ican and 40 percent are 
Caucasian. 

The 2015-16 fiscal year 
also met the Strategic Plan’s 
fourth goal to increase reve-
nue through fundraising, en-
trepreneurial activities, grants 
and contracts by raising over 
$22 million in gift commit-
ments compared to 2014-15’s 
$17 million and 2013-14 $16.1 
million. 

Alongside these goal-based 
achievements, the institution 
featured other accomplish-
ments such as the addition of 
70 new tenure staff, the im-
plementation of 11 acres of 
drought-tolerant land, CSUF 
named as one of the top 
workplaces for commuters, 
CSUF softball team named 
Big West Champions and the 
launch of student-run Spanish 
language broadcast program 
“Al Día”. 

Yulia Popova, Labor/Em-
ployee Relations and Compli-
ance Administrator, said that 
it’s nice to be recognized with 

accomplishments her depart-
ment directly played a role 
in. 

“It gives you an additional 
boost of energy and the mo-
tivation to move forward,” 
Popova said.

Liz Sanchez, a member of 
Students for Quality Educa-
tion, seeks to bring awareness 
of student allocation of fees 
and attended the Convoca-
tion to see President Garcia’s 
presentation of the Strategic 
Plan. 

“It felt like it was fluff, 
like she was trying to pres-
ent a cute little present nice 
and bow-tied to make people 
comfortable,” Sanchez said. 

Sanchez, a victim of stu-
dent homelessness in the 
Spring 2016 semester, said 
that CSUF’s support system 
was a $500 loan that was too 
far out of reach for someone 
who is need of money. The 
plan offered her food but was 
essentially useless for her be-
cause she didn’t have a home 
to store it in. “We can do bet-
ter for our students.”

The 2016-17 academic year 
is looking to move forward 
with President Garcia’s Stra-
tegic Plan, which is set for 
completion in 2018.

PAGE 2
AUGUST 22, 2016 MONDAY NEWS

 VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM/NEWSFOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN

FOR THE RECORD
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printed in the publication. Corrections will be pub-
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Blaze burns 
through 
California

CSUF 
gunman 
transfered

Man run 
over during 
birthday

DTBRIEFS

- JASON ROCHLIN

- JASON ROCHLIN

- JASON ROCHLIN

At least six major 
fires struck California 
over the summer that 
are continuously burn-
ing until now, including 
the: Blue Cut fire, Clay-
ton fire and Soberanes 
fire according to the 
Los Angeles Times.

The Blue Cut fire be-
gan on Aug. 16th and 
has burned over 37,000 
acres of land in Ca-
jon Pass.   Only 85 per-
cent of the blaze has 
been contained as of 
Sunday.

Together the Clay-
ton fire and Soberanes 
fire have burned over 
89,000 acres and de-
stroyed 368 structures 
near Clear Lake and 
Monterey County.  The 
prior, which started on 
Aug. 13, was 95 percent 
contained as of Sunday 
evening and the for-
mer is still only 60 per-
cent contained despite 
having started in late 
July.

Cal State Fullerton 
gunman Edward Alla-
way, 77, was transferred 
from Patton State Hos-
pital to the “less se-
cure” Napa State Hospi-
tal on Friday, according 
to ABC7 Eyewitness 
News.

In 1976, Allaway was 
a janitor at CSUF when 
he brought a rifle to 
campus, which lead to 
a massacre that result-
ed in the death of seven 
and injuring two more 
people. He was found 
not guilty by reason of 
insanity and committed 
to Patton State Hospital 
in San Bernardino.

Napa State Hospital 
is only partially fenced 
in and has no walls, 
according to Orange 
County District Attor-
ney Tony Rackauckas, 
who has written letters 
to Gov. Jerry Brown and 
the transferring hospi-
tal’s staff urging them to 
reverse the decision.

Garden Grove resi-
dent Jonathan Carlyle 
Merkley was killed ear-
ly Sunday morning af-
ter laying down in front 
of his friend’s car as she 
attempted to leave his 
birthday party, accord-
ing to the OC Register.

Merkley’s 34th birth-
day celebration was 
being held at the Stay-
bridge Suites Hotel in 
Sorrento Valley. Wit-
nesses reported the at-
tendees were drinking 
prior to the incident 
occurring.

Hoping to keep her 
from driving away, 
Merkley laid down in 
front of his friend’s 
moving BMW, but she 
kept going and ran him 
over.  He sustained ma-
jor chest trauma and 
died within the hour.

The driver has yet to 
be arrested according 
to San Diego Police Sgt. 
Tom Sullivan.

Buildings: Expansion 
nearing completion

CONTINUED FROM     1

Address: Garcia 
talks Strategic Plan

CONTINUED FROM     1

@theDailyTitan
follow us on

President Garcia’s Convocation Address discussed how the 2015-
16 academic year worked toward achieving CSUF’s 2013 to 2018 
Strategic Plan.  The plan has four goals: To develop and maintain an 
environment preparing students for a global society and workforce, 
to increase graduation rates, to recruit a high-quality and diverse 
faculty, and to increase revenue via funding. 

NATALIE GOLDSTEIN / DAILY TITAN
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SRC to host event for late-night fun

School of nursing hosts poverty seminar

When Jasmine Cook 
walks into the nursing 
school’s poverty simulation 
she is no longer a nursing 
student going into her third 
semester, she now takes 
the role of Albert Aber, a 
42-year-old father of three 
who has recently been laid 
off from his long-time job.

The nursing school’s pov-
erty simulation, held on 
Sunday in the Titan Student 
Union Pavilion, offered an 
opportunity for students to 
experience the reality of 
those in poverty.

They were given real life 
problems many members of 
the Fullerton community 
face every day.

“We’re re-creating a com-
munity. It’s really based on 
the families that realistical-
ly are in all our communi-
ties. We’re not looking at 
homeless populations we’re 
looking at how people get 
into homelessness,” said Dr. 
Maria Matza, who coordi-
nated the simulation and is 
an assistant professor at the 
school of nursing.

This is the assistant pro-
fessor’s third time leading 
the event at CSUF.

Every participant was 
given a new identity and a 
new family. Some students 
take on the roles of single 
mothers, grandparents rais-
ing children, a father who 
was just laid off, a teenager 

who has to help support the 
family and various other 
situations. 

Mock resources such as:  
schools, employers, banks 
and a prison are offered to 
these new families. The 
students must strategize uti-
lizing all these resources, 
in order to survive given all 
the complexities and com-
plications the simulation 
throws at them.

“This kind of opens up 
the reality of what really 
happens out there, how dif-
ficult it is, how when you’re 
desperate and you make bad 
choices because you don’t 
have any kind of knowledge 
about better choices, how 
you can quickly get into 
that cycle of poverty and 
it’s very hard to get out of 
it,” Matza said.

Many people stepped in 
to help the students gain 
this new perspective.

“You have to understand 
the patient and you can’t re-
ally understand what a per-
son goes through unless you 
put yourself in their shoes,” 
said volunteer Arnold Her-
nandez. “If you don’t put 
yourself in their situation 
then you assume that their 
life is like yours.” 

Hernandez went on to 
explain the importance of 
learning empathy in this 
simulation. He is of the 
many volunteers who are 
not involved with the nurs-
ing school who helped make 
the simulation happen.

“We have been very for-
tunate that OLLI (Osh-
er Life Long Learning 
Center) the retired pro-
fessionals wanted to do 
this … They’ve been very 

instrumental in helping get 
that going and we’ve had 
interprofessional people 
from other schools here on 
campus and other places,” 
said Matza.

The phD explained her 
hopes of evolving the pro-
gram to an event in which 
all colleges could be in-
volved in.

Simulation coordina-
tor board member Barbara 
Doyer has a similar vision.

“It’s good to understand 
the complexities that fami-
lies go through. My hope … 
is to get other departments 
to participate and bring 
their students in [to partic-
ipate] in these roles,” Doy-
er said. 

Cook didn’t know what 
to expect when she walked 
into the TSU Sunday morn-
ing, but after living the life 
of ‘Albert’ she had some 
new thoughts.

She said the impor-
tance her program puts on 
learning about peopel and 
culture.

‘We are one of the pri-
mary resources and if we 
don’t know the information 
to give people then a lot 
of times they don’t know,” 
Cook said. 

The nursing students 
learned about people who 
are impoverished specif-
ically in Orange County. 
Cook pointed out that, “so 
many of the poor people [in 
Orange County] are hidden 
because we don’t see them. 
They look just like every-
body else but when they 
go home they may not have 
running water or gas or 
whatever the situation is.”

Students can get one last 
fix of late-night summer fun 
on Thursday with “Rec’d All 
Night,” an annual event host-
ed by the Student Recreation 
Center (SRC). 

The free event is sure 

to have plenty of fun and 
games for students from 7-11 
p.m., and will be a great way 
to kick off the new semester 
with a fun start.

The SRC is taking on a 
luminescent theme for this 
year’s event, dubbing it 
“G(et)-Low with us,” said 
Titan Recreation direc-
tor Wendy Motch-Ellis via 
email. The theme will be 
complete with glow neck-
laces, glow balls and ‘80s 
dance music. 

“Rec’d All Night” is also 

a great opportunity to get a 
closer look into what ser-
vices the recreation center 
offers. 

“Students can experi-
ence a sampling of our 
dance classes, yoga, spin-
ning, martial arts and oth-
er non-credit classes,” 
Motch-Ellis said. 

Students will also get 
a first look at some of the 
newer equipment and ser-
vices at the recreation 
center. 

“Be one of the first 

students to experience our 
new state-of-the-art car-
dio pieces such as our: 
new treadmills, ellipticals, 
spin bikes, and you’ll learn 
about upcoming classes, 
tournaments, workshop, 
clinics and orientations,” 
Motch-Ellis said. 

Some of the games and 
activities to be available 
are giant bubble soccer, 
swimming, rock climbing 
and intramural sports.

“Students can win great 
prizes, including Titan 

gear and many campus de-
partments will be on-site 
for students to learn about 
services and ask ques-
tions,” Motch-Ellis said. 

“Rec’d All Night” is co 
sponsored by Titan Shops 
and the Gastronome.

The SRC is expecting 
between 1500-2000 stu-
dents to be in attendance, 
so it’s recommended that 
students go beforehand to 
the sales and services desk 
in the center on Wednes-
day or Thursday 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m. and pick up a wrist-
band for fast pass entry to 
avoid long lines. 

This is the fifth year in 
a row the SRC has hosted 
“Rec’d All Night”, and it 
takes the hard work of over 
75 of its student employ-
ees to make it a success, 
Motch-Ellis said. 

The SRC is also grateful 
for the Titan Student Cen-
ters Governing Board for 
helping make this year’s 
event possible, Motch-El-
lis said.

Annual “Rec’d All 
Night” will feature 
glow party theme

ZACK JOHNSTON
Daily Titan

The fifth annual “Rec’d All Night” takes place Thursday at the Student Recreation Center. Students can attend the event for free and learn about some of the new services and classes the center has to 
offer, along with free food and games. The SRC will be giving out fast pass wristbands at its sales and services desk so students can avoid long lines.

GRETCHEN DAVEY / DAILY TITAN

Nursing students are given new roles for the simulation. They had to collaborate with their 
assigned “families” in order to survive the obstacles thrown at them as impoverished people.

MEGAN MAXEY / DAILY TITAN

CSUF school of nursing offers an interactive experience for its students. Dr. Maria Matza had the 
help of the simulation coordination board and other groups on campus in putting the event on.

MEGAN MAXEY / DAILY TITAN

Dr. Maria Matza 
leads academic and 
interactive event

MEGAN MAXEY
Daily Titan
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“Andy” has lively cast but is stereotypical
“The Book of Andy” is now playing at Cal State Fullerton’s Grand Central Art Center in Santa Ana. The play stars Christopher Yu (left), who plays Peter, and Tyler Cass (right), who plays Andy 
and will be in production until Aug. 27.

COURTESY OF ANDREA DECKER

“The Book of Andy” 
is the story of a gay man 
named Andy, who has re-
cently rejected a marriage 
proposal from his signifi-
cant other. Headed out on 
a journey to reconnect with 
each of his ex-boyfriends in 
lieu of the proposal, Andy 
also hopes to discover him-
self in the process. 

Elevated by lively perfor-
mances courtesy of its cast, 
“The Book of Andy” often 
seems to embrace the same 
gay clichés which it should 
be working to subvert. At 
times, it’s immensely silly 
and at others wryly roman-
tic. The play never quite 
finds a balance in tone that 
allows either its levity or its 
drama to shine onstage. 

Each of the actors in the 
cast has an energy and skip 
to their step which brings a 
spirit of good-natured fun 
to the proceedings, partic-
ularly Joshua Johnson as 
Mark and Joshua Forniss 
as Andy’s sassy best friend 
Benny.

Mark is a recently turned 
Christian man who contro-
versially struggles to keep 
both his homosexuality and 
his alcoholism under con-
trol. There are moments 
where you can see him 

visibly shaking onstage, 
stubbornly denying his sex-
uality on top of pushing 
back his alcohol cravings. 
Religion helped him quit 
booze but also caused him 
to quiet a key part of him-
self. In many respects, this 
illustrates the power of re-
ligion to liberate, but in the 
same breath can imprison.

Forniss plays an obnox-
ious but lovable stereo-
type as the part of Ben-
ny. On the opposite end of 
the characterization spec-
trum from the character of 
Mark, Benny consistently 
spouts wisdom traced with 
cutting one-liners, getting 
the biggest laughs of the 
production.

Both Tyler Cass as Andy 
and Christopher Yu as Pe-
ter, the two lovers who drift 
apart, are performed com-
mendably. However, the 
character of Andy himself 
is immensely unlikable. 
Throughout the first act 
he is portrayed as a wishy-
washy manipulator and a 
liar, making the second act 
where everything seems to 
be going wrong for him fall 
a bit flat.

Not that there is anything 
wrong with making the pri-
mary focus be on a sympa-
thetic anti-hero, but the lies 
which Andy tells feel as 
though they are brought into 
the narrative for the sake of 
dramatic tension rather than 
stemming from genuine 
character motivation. For 
example, in a scene where 
Andy fibs about having a 

terminal illness to one of 
his ex-lovers in an attempt 
to gain sympathy, much of 
his common-man relatabili-
ty is lost. 

On top of that, Peter can 
do much better than Andy, 
leaving the ‘will they, won’t 
they’ aspect of their re-
lationship feeling rather 
pointless.

Though none of it is de-
livered with malicious in-
tent, faking illness isn’t 
the only sour note in the 
script. A man asks another 
if he “is a lesbian” because 
of how quickly he eloped 

with another. Pearl Harbor 
is used as a metaphor to de-
scribe a surprising turn in 
a conversation and a fleet-
ing reference to prison rape 
stops the play from gain-
ing good-willed comedic 
momentum. 

Considering how heter-
onormative mainstream sto-
rytelling is, it is a shame 
when a play with such an 
openly gay cast of charac-
ters falls back on other in-
sensitivities for the sake of 
shock value.

Most of the characters 
are, in both writing and 

performance, played up as 
flamboyantly as possible. 
While chuckles are had, 
one has to wonder the sorts 
of boundaries that could 
have been broken through if 
“The Book of Andy” began 
with characters who felt a 
bit more grounded. 

This can be seen as a form 
of satire in and of itself, 
making fun of mainstream 
culture’s perception of gay 
men as catty. However, such 
stereotypes could have been 
shattered in a play such as 
this. Comedy could come 
purely from situations as 

opposed to how the charac-
ter’s speak or act.

“The Book of Andy” is 
directed with confidence 
and brought to life with ac-
tors who clearly love their 
roles. While there are areas 
where the script stumbles, 
particularly within the main 
Andy and Peter dynam-
ic and some unnecessarily 
off-color gags, “The Book 
of Andy’s” heart is still in 
the right place. It may not 
achieve all of its ambitions, 
but it delivers the comedy 
many will expect when en-
tering the theater.

Joshua Forniss (left), who plays Benny, talks with his best friend Andy, played by Tyler Cass (right), and often advises him on 
the issues that Andy faces in his love life.

COURTESY OF ANDREA DECKER

The play’s heart is in 
the right place, but the 
script lacks subtlety 

KALEB STEWART
Daily Titan
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“Kubo” is Laika’s Best Animated Film
“Kubo and the Two Strings” blends a surprisingly serious adventure-narrative with the enchanting stop-motion animation technique, which has made Laika a unique studio in the animation landscape. 
It stands proudly next to the studio’s previous achievements, such as “Coraline” and “The Boxtrolls.”

COURTESY OF FOCUS FEATURES

“Kubo and the Two 
Strings” is a more mature 
action-adventure story than 
the majority of current film 
efforts made for adults. Con-
sidering that Laika was the 
animation company respon-
sible for the 2009 creep-
fest “Coraline,” which was 
legitimately scarier than 
many grown-up horror mov-
ies of recent years, so this 
shouldn’t come as much of 
a surprise. With an appro-
priately heavy storyline, 
dazzling fight choreography 

and a low-key emotional 
ending, “Kubo and the Two 
Strings” stands proudly as 
one of the studio’s crowning 
accomplishments.

“Kubo and the Two 
Strings” is yet another 
stop-motion milestone for 
Laika.

The film is a Japanese-in-
spired stop-motion epic, 
complete with samurai and 
lots of intense sword fights. 
Our main character Kubo, 
voiced by Art Parkinson, 
leads quite the troubled life. 
His mother is a hollow shell 
of a woman with a fiery spir-
it hidden from view, and his 
father is completely out of 
the picture. The one thing 
that Kubo however has is 
a flair for storytelling. He 
performs musical tales with 

his magic shamisen for peo-
ple in the local town that are 
filled with magic and live 
performers made from ori-
gami paper. Kubo’s one flaw 
is that he is never able to 
commit to a conclusion for 
his tales.

The endings of stories 
is the bread and gravy of 
the film’s themes. What it 
means to pass from this 
world to the next may be 
heavier subject matter than 
most audiences would ex-
pect, but it is handled with a 
care and delicacy, and that is 
commendable.

There is one fight during a 
rainstorm on a rocking ship 
that is simply mind-boggling 
in its execution. Stop-motion 
animation is difficult enough 
to pull off when a single 

character is simply walking, 
so one can only imagine the 
hundreds of man hours re-
quired for two characters 
to fluently dodge and de-
liver blows in a convincing 
manner. 

As awesome as it is seeing 
elaborate fight choreography 
delivered with Laika’s sig-
nature style, the amount of 
time spent with characters 
simply interacting with one 
another is what is truly wor-
thy of applause. When Kubo 
meets a monkey named sim-
ply Monkey, voiced by Char-
lize Theron, a great deal of 
time is spent with her ex-
plaining to Kubo the life or 
death stakes of his predic-
ament. These scenes illus-
trate the often cold calcu-
lated nature of Monkey next 

to the boyish innocence and 
spunk of Kubo. The audi-
ence gets to know them very 
well fairly early on, even in 
the silences which they share 
together.

It takes a filmmaker who 
is confident in the power of 
imagery to allow moments 
where characters can share 
such telling silences, espe-
cially in a film that is sold in 
ads on its action. This story-
telling style allows the audi-
ence to identify with them as 
people, despite the fact that 
they are merely animated 
objects.

Perhaps the most refresh-
ing of all is that in “Kubo’s” 
final act, the main antagonist 
isn’t killed by the hero – not 
even indirectly. Instead, the 
climax wraps up the story’s 

main conflict on a more spir-
itually satisfying note; one 
that could lead to conversa-
tions about the nature of evil 
and what warrants redemp-
tion. Not even this summer’s 
“Star Trek Beyond” was able 
to pull it off, and the entire 
theme of the film was about 
compassion.

Whether the slower pace 
and serious-minded story-
telling will turn off kids used 
to more frantic affairs such 
as “The Secret Life of Pets” 
is anyone’s guess. For adults 
and teenagers, however, 
“Kubo and the Two Strings” 
is the best piece of escapism 
currently on the marquee. 
It is Laika’s best film, and 
when a studio’s filmography 
includes “Coraline,” that is 
quite the feat.

Stop-motion 
animation has gained 
a triumphant gem

KALEB STEWART
Daily Titan

“I fell asleep,” Torres said. 
“I was not interested at all.”

The second play he ever saw 
was while he was a freshman 
in high school. Not unlike the 
opera, the play itself was none 
too inspiring, but Torres found 
himself captivated by one par-
ticular actress. She command-
ed such attention to her perfor-
mance as to plant the seeds of 
inspiration inside him.  

“After the show was over I 
told myself, I want to do that,” 
Torres said. “I want to make 
people feel how she made me 
feel today.”

Miguel was cast in a pro-
duction of “Our Town” as Dr. 
Gibbs. The play didn’t rely on 
sets or props to inform the sto-
ry, rather allowing the actor’s 
performances to drive the sto-
ry forward amongst the chairs 
and tables supplied. 

“Our Town” was performed 
primarily in front of parents 
and professors, but the thrill of 
performing live was still there 
for Torres. He admits that back 
in the early days of his perfor-
mances he was primarily in it 
for the attention.

When talking about the 
thrill he gets from perform-
ing, Torres said that it gets old. 
“You can only do so much and 
eventually you have to fall in 
love with the work,” he said.

His future ultimately lead 
him to Cal State Bakersfield, 
where his drive and interest 
didn’t go unnoticed by one of 
his professors. Zoe Saba, a di-
rector and professor at CSBF, 

speaks fondly of Miguel’s 
process.

“As a director, it’s great 
when it’s a true collaboration 
between the director and the 
artist so that we shape the role 
together,” Saba said. “When 
an actor brings something into 
the rehearsal room, it just adds 
to the conversation.”

During his years as an 
undergraduate, Torres met 
friends that would later be-
come important to his future 
in theater, including his fre-
quent collaborator Michael 
Mejia, who not only wrote 
“The Book of Andy” but 
also Torres’ directorial debut 
“Art.” They were like-mind-
ed individuals with a common 
passion.

Mejia and Torres met in 
an improv class where Me-
jia found Torres’ performance 
during a scene they shared 
so openly, that he spoke with 
him about it afterwards. From 
there, the two found they had 
more to celebrate than just 
their chemistry onstage. 

“That was where our friend-
ship started,” Mejia said. “And 
from there on out we started 
talking and discovered that we 
had the same idea of what we 
wanted to do with theater.”

Torres is now currently a 
part of CSUF as a M.F.A. ac-
tor. The program only takes a 
small number of new actors 
every three years, with classes 
so difficult that they tested the 
already seasoned Torres to his 
limits. 

“You have to be emotional-
ly strong,” Torres said. “And 

sometimes you just don’t want 
to do it anymore, and there 
are tears, there are so many 
tears.”

Spending his time as a grad 
student living in the dorms 
above the CSUF Grand Cen-
tral Art Center, Torres’ liv-
ing space is surrounded with 
books and two cheetah-print 
couches. Up on the wall is a 
big poster of Meryl Streep, 
one of his inspirations, and his 
B.F.A degree. 

“Being in high school I nev-
er ever dreamed that I would 
actually go to college, much 
less graduate, much less be in 
the master’s program,” Torres 
said.

As he lived in the Grand 
Central Art Center, Torres was 
inspired to produce and di-
rect “The Book of Andy” for 
the theater program. Speak-
ing to the chair of the depart-
ment about the potential of do-
ing the play, he was given the 
proper insurance and space 
from which to produce.

 “It just kind of fell into 
place,” Torres said.

Having had experience in 
the first production of “The 
Book of Andy,” performing 
as the play’s title character in 
Bakersfield, Torres’ familiari-
ty with the material gave him 
an advantage. Being primarily 
an actor at heart, having per-
formed in such a part helps 
him understand his own per-
formers vulnerability.

“You want to try every-
thing and anything so the 
story can come out,” Torres 
said. “And sometimes it’s not 

pretty. Sometimes, it’s really 
messy.” 

With the soft opening of 
“The Book of Andy,” Torres 
found his insecurities to be un-
warranted the very moment 
the lights went up. People 
laughed at the jokes, were in-
volved during the play’s more 
dramatic turns and genuinely 
seemed to have a good time.

“At the end of the play, 

once my boys came out to 
take their bows, it was so 
satisfying,” Torres said.

Torres began rehearsals 
for the CSUF’s production 
of “Anna in the Tropics” 
last week, which will open 
on Sept. 7. Though he will 
not be directing, Torres will 
be portraying an older man 
who struggles with alcohol 
and gambling abuse.

He describes the tran-
sition from “The Book 
of Andy” to “Anna in the 
Tropics” as going from 
one hat to another; one 
of a director to one of a 
performer.

Torres believes both roles 
have the same purpose.

“Really, acting or direct-
ing is just affecting people,” 
Torres said.

Director: Actor shares love of theater
CONTINUED FROM     1

Miguel Torres is close friends with his frequent colloborator Michael Mejia, who wrote Torres’ 
directorial debut “Art” and later “The Book of Andy.”

GRETCHEN DAVEY / DAILY TITAN
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The Olympics have his-
torically served as a plat-
form for the world’s most 
physically fit people to 
compete and showcase 
their talents. However, 
it wasn’t always the case 
that world-class athletes 
like Simone Biles, Simone 
Manuel, Michelle Carter or 
Ibtihaj Muhammad could 
compete in these interna-
tional games.

“Some physical educa-
tors -- which is what kine-
siologists used to be called 
– decided excessive com-
petition was bad for wom-
en (from the 1920s to the 
1960s),” said Alison Wry-
nn, Ph. D. Wrynn, Director 
of Undergraduate Studies 
and Education and a ki-
nesiology professor at Cal 
State Fullerton. 

Wrynn has been a part 
of numerous studies con-
ducted by the Women’s 
Sports Foundation that 
look at gender equity in 
sporting events such as the 
Olympics.

Women were not allowed 
to participate at all in the 
very first Olympics in 
1896. It was not until 2012, 
with the inclusion of wom-
en’s boxing, that women 
were allowed to compete in 
all of the same categories 
of events as men.

“The impact of them just 
being at the Olympics is so 
tremendous to me,” said 
Deborah Ochei co-pres-
ident of the CSUF Club 
Sistertalk, who works to 
encourage self love and 
empowerment for black 
women at CSUF and the 
surrounding communi-
ty. “And not just for black 
women. For women in gen-
eral. That’s so big.”

Social media posts have 
surfaced that emphasize 
the significance of Sim-
one Manuel, the first Af-
rican-American woman to 
win an individual Olympic 
swimming event, in rela-
tion to a past where blacks 
and whites had to swim in 
segregated pools. 

While many are 

celebrating Biles’ success, 
others emphasize that this 
doesn’t mean the fight for 
racial and gender equity is 
over.

Wrynn cited examples 
of gender inequity simply 
so far in this year’s Olym-
pics; the criticism of Gab-
by Douglas for not putting 
her hand over her heart 
during the national an-
them, the forgiveness of 
Ryan Lochte (which Wry-
nn argues would not be ap-
plied in the same way to 
a female athlete commit-
ting the same infraction), 
the exclusion of women 
from the 1500m swimming 
event, the exclusion of men 
from synchronized swim-
ming event and more. She 
also cited the lack of wom-
en on boards that run the 
Olympics.

“The international 
Olympics committee is 
about 75 percent male,” she 
said.

Wrynn also spoke 
about a higher standard 
of appearance for female 
athletes.

“We expect women to 
look feminine first,” Wry-
nn said. “For men and 
women, the questions 
(about required cloth-
ing) are ‘will it help you 
and not impede you?’ and 
‘will it keep you safe?’ For 
women, there is the added 
aspect of how it looks.”

Women like Biles, Man-
uel and Douglas have not 
only faced issues of gen-
der inequity (with Douglas 
being criticized for her ap-
pearance), but also issues 
of racial inequity that have 
been a part of the social 
framework since before the 
Olympics began.

For example, in 1932, 
athletes Tidye Pickett and 
Louise Stokes qualified 
to be on the U.S. women’s 
4x100m team, but were re-
placed in the final race by 
two white women who ran 
slower times than them in 
the trials.

It wasn’t until 1948 that 
Alice Coachman, com-
peting in the high jump, 
became the first Afri-
can-American woman 
to win an Olympic gold 
medal.

In 1960, Wilma Ru-
dolph became the first Af-
rican-American woman to 
win three gold medals in 

one Olympics.
Althea Gibson, the first 

African-American to win 
the U.S. Nationals and 
Wimbledon (in 1956 and 
1958), paved the way for 
athletes like Serena and 
Venus Williams by break-

ing the color barrier in 
tennis.

Gibson is reported to 
have said in 1957, “I tried 
to feel responsibilities to 
Negroes, but that was a 
burden on my shoulders. 
Now I’m playing tennis to 
please me, not them.”

Today, the pressure of 
having something to prove 
for an entire race seems to 
remain a burden for ath-
letes, as Manuel echoed 
the sentiment expressed 
by Gibson nearly 60 years 
ago.

“Coming into the race I 
tried to take weight of the 
black community off my 
shoulders,” Gibson told re-
porters. “It’s something I 
carry with me. I want to be 
an inspiration, but I would 

like there to be a day when 
it is not ‘Simone the black 
swimmer.’”

Wrynn said that it can 
be good for people to 
watch strong and success-
ful women of color, even 
though in a perfect world, 

people wouldn’t have to 
see it to believe it.

“It’s important that peo-
ple see that women can 
be strong, that women can 
hurt themselves and get 
back up. That it’s okay for 
women to lose and for men 
to lose,” Wrynn said.

Ochei agreed that it’s 
important for people to see 
just what these women are 
capable of.

“Now that we’re moving 
up, we’re not trying to ed-
ucate them. We’re trying 
to show them,” she said. 
“I feel like actions speak 
louder than words.”

But the opportunity for 
these athletes to com-
pete, – and to succeed – on 
such a huge stage, may not 
be as indicative of social 

progress as some would 
like to believe.

“If anything, it gives 
them the opportunity to 
have a louder voice in an 
important time,” Wrynn 
said.

“I really just hate that 
classification of ‘Af-
rican-American wom-
en in the Olympics.’ All 
(kinds of) women are in 
the Olympics. Why does 
it have to be classified as 
‘African-American women 
in the Olympics?’ Is it be-
cause we’re not expected to 
do better or be better, or to 
even place, up there on that 
podium?” Ochei said. 

The Olympics provides 
an opportunity to discuss 
issues like gender equi-
ty and social progress not 
only in the United States, 
but all over the globe. 

By examining huge 
events like this, where so 
many different kinds of 
people are brought togeth-
er, viewers and partici-
pants can see both how far 
society has come and how 
many changes it still has 
yet to make.

Whatever the social im-
pact of the Olympics, or the 
social climate surround-
ing it, the skill of athletes 
like Biles, who won five 
medals in Rio de Janeiro, 

tying for the record of the 
most medals won by a U.S. 
gymnast, is hard to deny. 

Their success serves as 
an example of what is pos-
sible for young people all 
over the world.

Ochei said it was in-
spiring to see these wom-
en succeed, and to wit-
ness  her younger sister’s 
reaction as the 13-year-old 
watched them compete.

Wrynn also spoke about 
the significance of women 
being allowed to compete 
in more events than they 
were before. 

“It allows little girls to 
have different dreams. It 
doesn’t have to be gym-
nastics or figure skating. 
Not that there’s anything 
wrong with those things,” 
she said. “(But) it’s bet-
ter in terms of participa-
tion opportunities. Wom-
en can box, wrestle, lift 
weights.”

Seeing all kinds of women 
competing and succeeding in 
all kinds of sports may be a 
glimpse into a future where 
gender and racial inequities 
no longer exist.

“For all of the problems 
that the Olympics have – and 
there are a lot of problems – 
at it’s best level, it gives us a 
view of what it can potential-
ly aspire to,” Wrynn said.

Women overcome 
barriers to excel at the 
Olympic games

EMILY DIECKMAN
Daily Titan

Female Olympians broaden horizons
Simone Biles is just one African-American woman who has done exceptionally well at this year’s Olympic games. While some emphasize that the success of these women is not necessarily 
indicative of broad social progress, their strength and athleticism serve as inspiration to others.

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA

ALISON WRYNN
CSUF Kinesiology Professor

    It’s important that people see that 
women can be strong, that women can hurt 
themselves and get back up. 

““

Alison Wrynn, Ph.D, Director of Undergraduate Studies and Education and a kinesiology professor at Cal State Fullerton, 
studies gender inequity in the Olympics. She has worked on several reports on the topic for the Women’s Sports Foundation. 

EMILY DIECKMAN / DAILY TITAN
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Students share campus pride online

Earlier this August, Cal 
State Fullerton won the large 
college division of the Forbes’ 
#MyTopCollege social media 
contest. 

This is CSUF’s third con-
secutive win of the social me-
dia campaign, which gives 
students and alumni from 
around the country the op-
portunity to share their school 
spirit, campus memories and 
stories about what their uni-
versity means to them. 

Colleges and universities 
compete in the campaign by 
seeing who can share the most 
social media posts about their 
school. CSUF’s success was 
made possible through the 
effort and enthusiasm of the 
university’s social media co-
ordinators, as well as students 
who were eager to share about 
why they love CSUF. The 
posts were then compiled into 
a Storify blog to show off the 
outpouring of Titan pride. 

“It is amazing how our stu-
dent body as a whole gets 

together to win this competi-
tion. Everyone tries to post as 
much as possible,” said Jea-
nette Esquivel, director of the 
Titan Tusk Force.  

Titan Tusk Force is a cam-
pus organization whose goal 
is to create a sense of commu-
nity and pride among students 
through events like Titan Re-
wards Games, tailgates and 
spirit events.  

CSUF won the very first 
#MyTopCollege contest back 
in 2014, where it took the 
spot of top school in the na-
tion. Titans made an effort to 
keep the winning streak go-
ing for the next two years. In 
2015, CSUF won the large 
school division, and this year 
it defended its title as the large 
school division winner once 
again. Titans successfully 
shared 267 social media posts 
over a four week period, an 
amount that fell just behind 
the contest’s overall winner, 
Ouachita Baptist University. 

The contest gave CSUF stu-
dents and alumni a chance 
share the unique memories 
they experienced – or are ex-
periencing – during their col-
lege years. To highlight the 
quality and uniqueness of the 
social media posts, Forbes se-
lected a tweet from 2015 grad 
Jonathan Kwok. In the photo, 

Kwok is posing with Bill Nye 
the “Science Guy”, who spoke 
on campus in 2014.  The 
tweet says, “So many mem-
ories, but this is one of them 
why @csuf is #MyTopCollege 
#BillNye.” 

Other standout posts cap-
tured one reality of the col-
lege experience: the difficul-
ty of financing a university 
education. 

Monse Rodriguez tweet-
ed, “@csuf is #MyTop-
College because their pay-
ment plan allowed me 
to graduate debt free. 
#itsnoteasybutitspossible.” 

Some of the tweets ex-
pressed appreciation for the 
friendships formed at CSUF. 

Whitney Irene Ford tweet-
ed a photo of herself and her 
sorority sisters that read, “Oh 
to be 18 again  #MyTopCol-
lege thanks to @csuf I have 
lifelong besties #greekweek 
#2007 @axocsuf.” 

The social media contest 
gave Titans a chance to show 
the whole country what make 
this campus special. The 
sense of pride and community 
that is felt among the student 
body is exactly what makes 
being a Titan unique. 

“You can go to any kind of 
event or things like this (on 
campus) and find these other 

Titans who are just as excit-
ed,” said Quinn Corralejo, Ti-
tan Pride Center Lead. 

The Titan Pride Center is 
a space for students that pro-
motes events around campus. 
They share knowledge of up-
coming events either through 
social media or by tabling 
somewhere on campus and 
talking to students. These 
events are all designed to cre-
ate a sense of community and 
campus spirit, some of the es-
sential ingredients that partic-
ipating in the competition said 
make CSUF a top college. 

“It doesn’t mean you have 
to be best friends, but you 
guys will always have the 
sense that you are Titans and 
you are going to be there for 
each other,” Corralejo said. 

This was also CSUF’s 
chance to share with the world 
its commitment to diversi-
ty. CSUF is ranked number 
one among top universities 
in California for awarding 
bachelor’s degrees to Hispan-
ics. A tweet by Inez Gonza-
lez, director of CSUF’s Lati-
no Communications Initiative 
(LCI) paid homage to the 
campus’s diverse student body 
with a simple sentence:

“@CSUF is #MyTop-
College because it gradu-
ates the most Latinos with a 

Communication degree in the 
nation.” 

Corralejo said that the Titan 
Pride Center wanted students 
to feel like they were a part of 
the school.

“We have absolutely ev-
erything for different types of 
students,” she said. “So there’s 
always something for some-
one. And if we don’t, we en-
courage students to bring it 
forward and to start it.” 

Just like the sense of com-
munity and pride that is so 
prominent at CSUF, the #My-
TopCollege campaign has 
quickly become apart of the 
campus tradition. 

“We’re pushing it every 
year, and I think that it’s be-
coming a tradition now and 
every year students are more 
motivated to post,” Esquivel 
said. 

Titans will have to wait un-
til 2017 to see if CSUF can 
win the #MyTopCollege con-
test a fourth time. Forbes has 
provided the forum for stu-
dents to share their spirit and 
what makes the campus great, 
but there is more than one fac-
tor behind a successful social 
media campaign. 

Titans went full force 
with the amount of social 
media posts, and a success-
ful social media campaign 

relies on a combination of 
quality and quantity in or-
der to attract attention.

“Both are good for so-
cial media,” said Moham-
mad Reza Habibi, Ph.D, 
Assistant Professor of Mar-
keting.   “There is a war in 
social media to attract at-
tention. You have to be able 
to attract the attention of 
people.” 

The Titans’ fervent par-
ticipation in the month long 
social media campaign 
worked to capture not only 
attention, but a first place 
title.

Habibi also pointed out 
another key for doing well 
in an interactive online 
campaign.

“Building a communi-
ty or moving towards it is 
a good strategy for having 
a successful social media 
campaign,” Habibi said.

A sense of community is 
something that many feel 
CSUF has working to its 
advantage. 

“Everyone gets acknowl-
edged, and everyone be-
lieves in everyone. Those 
values are important to us, 
and we try to give every cul-
ture their part on our cam-
pus,” Esquivel said. “I just 
feel like we’re so united.”

Titans come out on 
top in Forbes’ social 
media contest

JULIANN FRITZ
Daily Titan

Over the summer, Titans took to social media platforms to share with the country why they are proud to be a part of CSUF as a part of Forbes’ #MyTopCollege contest. During the four weeks of the 
contest, students, social media coordinators and alumni shared 267 posts on Instagram and Twitter, allowing the university to win first place in the large school category for the third consecutive year.  

SABA ANSARI / DAILY TITAN



The Olympic games can 
sometimes be a great bea-
con of light to shine on a 
corrupt society that’s be-
ing masked as function-
al. While the games them-
selves will look beautiful 
and the colorful banners 
and ads paint the picture 
of a flourishing environ-
ment, taking a closer look 
and listening to the shouts 
from the stands reveal pro-
test and anguish from ev-
eryone but those reaping 
the benefits. 

Nearly every Olym-
pics has had some sort 
of protest, according to 
Vida Bajc, a sociologist 
and author. “Even if what 
prompts the protests is dif-
ferent in every country the 
authorities’ reaction is al-
most uniformly the same,” 
said Bajc.

Though Brazil is no ex-
ception in this pattern, it 
still shouldn’t be taken 
lightly. A tipping point for 
some came from a picture 
posted by filmmaker Fe-
lipe Barcellos showing a 
homeless woman sleeping 
on the sidewalk in front of 
a newly painted wall with 
the words “a new world.” 

The picture sparked the 

need for conversations 
about what Brazil will be-
come once the Olympics 
are over and the spotlight 
is gone. It also brings up 
the question of whether 
or not the government is 
even listening to its people 
while tearing down their 
homes. Will the architec-
ture created for the games 
be useless now? Was it 
worth sequestering these 
family’s homes? 

One of the highlights 
of controversy arrived in 
March when crews came 
into a town in Brazil and 
tore down the homes of 
people unwilling to leave. 
According to Eduardo 
Paes, the mayor of Rio de 
Janeiro, the homes were 
taken away because they 
were living in “precari-
ous conditions,” but that 
area was conveniently 
turned into an access path 
to the city’s main Olympic 
venues. 

But residents seemed to 
have no problem living in 
their so-called “precari-
ous conditions.” According 
to Silva, one of the leaders 
of a resistance movement 
against this demolition. “I 
built that house brick-by-
brick and now it’s gone,” 
Silva told CNN. “They 
came without any warning 
and just destroyed it all.”

The city has been bom-
barded with graffiti and 
protesters all criticizing 
Rio’s state of being. On new 
sites like the light-service 

rail system built specifi-
cally to impress, the public 
spray-painted on the side 
of two cars: “Fancy Trans-
portation. Trashy Hospi-
tals. What kind of country 
is that?”

All of this opposition 
and controversy surround-
ing the games only ac-
centuates an opinion poll 
taken by Datafolha, a de-
partment of research and 

information for local news, 
that shows more than half 
of the Brazilian public op-
posed the Olympics being 
hosted in Rio. 

Along with not want-
ing to host the games, the 
public has also been pro-
testing against their own 
former president, Dilma 
Rousseff.

 “Brazil’s elected presi-
dent, has been suspended 

and is awaiting an im-
peachment trial in the Sen-
ate for fiscal mismanage-
ment,” according to NPR. 

The current unelected 
interim President, Michel 
Temer, was absent for the 
traditional introduction be-
fore the opening ceremony, 
most likely due to the out-
standing protests against 
him.  

With all of the 

controversy going on and 
the clear lack of under-
standing by the govern-
ment, the jeering coming 
from the natives is some-
what justified. It’s clear to 
anyone who looks close-
ly at Rio to see that there 
are cracks in this painting. 
Hopefully the government 
can fix these cracks be-
fore the public starts to fall 
through them. 
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Citizens unfairly displaced in Rio

Bookstore turns to alcohol

Residents uprooted 
to create access roads 
to olympic venues

RISHU BHARDWAJ
Daily Titan

As momentous as the 
Olympics are, it some-
times overshadows day-
to-day news that requires 
a little more attention, like 
the displacing of thou-
sands of people in Louisi-
ana due to mass flooding. 
Unfortunately, this natu-
ral disaster is being blown 
over by many news sta-
tions, talked about for five 
minutes then right back to 
Olympics coverage. 

Louisiana Gov. John Bel 
Edwards has weighed in 
on the general attitude to-
ward the flooding by say-
ing it was “historic” and 
“unprecedented,” accord-
ing to ABC news. 

With a natural disaster 
of this caliber, the resi-
dents of Louisiana can’t 
help but recall the im-
pact of Hurricane Katrina 
11 years ago. Though the 
scale wasn’t as large, the 
aftermath is nothing to be 
taken lightly. It seems that 
people haven’t realized the 
severity of the situation. 

President Obama de-
clared a federal state of 
emergency on Aug. 14 after 
reports of 13 people dead 
(with possibly more to be 
found) and 40,000 homes 
being affected. Along with 
that, the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency has 
harbored around 60,000 in-
dividuals that had signed 
up for assistance. 

Luckily, since Aug. 14, 
nearly 30,000 people have 
been rescued, according to 
the Chicago Tribune. 

Not only did the flood 
damage many homes, but 
looting also became a huge 
problem. As supplies went 
down, the guns came out. 

According to the Baton 
Rouge Advocate 14 people 
were arrested for looting in 
only the past two days.   

Until this settles, homes 

will still be underwater and 
families will remain strand-
ed. The very least that peo-
ple can do now is try to 
raise some awareness.

The biggest problem with 
events like these is that 
people are often oblivi-
ous to the occurrences that 
happen outside of their 
own world. This ignorance 
is a huge problem we are 
having as a country, most 
people are not aware that 
somewhere there are peo-
ple searching through mud-
dy waters hoping to find the 
body of a loved one. 

It’s really easy to read 
this news and skip by it 
so quickly that the imag-
es don’t settle. It is just 
another picture of a sad 
dog in water. It means 
nothing. 

The problem could be 
that people don’t feel sym-
pathetic because it’s not a 
loved one or a friend who 
is in trouble. It has been 
known that in America we 
have a very individualis-
tic attitude. This attitude 
should change. It’s inhu-
mane to be able to read 
about someone watch-
ing their home flood and 
then click to the Kanye/
Taylor controversy and be 
unphased. 

So it’s important to be 
aware and help as much 
as possible. One day, we 
could be the ones asking 
for help. 

This quote from Lester 
Coleman, who lost every-
thing from both Katrina 
and this flood, shines light 
on the hope that remains 
in the people of Louisi-
ana. “You’re never exempt 
for any kind of tragedy,” 
Coleman said. “You got to 
take things and hold on for 
Christ as long as you can 
and just keep the hope. 
You keep your faith, and 
as long as a life is saved, 
that means more. Material 
things are nothing.” (sic) 

The flood isn’t over, and 
with reports of rain com-
ing in again help is needed 
more than ever. To donate 
online, simply visit www.
unitedwaysela.org.

Media drowns out 
the state amidst 
natural disaster 

RISHU BHARDWAJ
Daily Titan

Louisiana 
forgotten

In Barnes & Noble’s most 
recent attempt to stay rel-
evant in a flourishing era 
where online shopping 
is taking over, it was an-
nounced that starting in Oc-
tober, the bookseller would 
be opening up some “con-
cept stores” that would offer 
alcohol to in-store shoppers. 
Hopefully the largest retail 
bookseller in the United 
States can open a new chap-
ter on an otherwise unfortu-
nate past few years.   

While Barnes & Noble 
seems to have a lot going 
for it--like its capitalization 
on the new trend of adult 
coloring books, the resur-
gence of vinyl records as 
well as the releasing of Har-
ry Potter novels--it also has 
a lot going against it. 

Sadly, the beloved 

bookstore has not been do-
ing very well, and some 
view this new plan as a Hail 
Mary. Over the past six 
years, 80 stores have closed, 
leaving only 640 left, ac-
cording to Statista. The idea 
of alcohol being offered in-
store will hopefully be able 
to bring more people in, but 
Barnes & Noble has more 
than one problem in its path 
at the moment. 

That problem main-
ly being Amazon. One of 
the first attempts to com-
pete with their rival was to 
create their own e-reader, 
Nook, that could directly 
compete against Amazon’s 
Kindle. Unfortunately, that 
idea did not pan out as well 
as they had hoped. 

In the first quarter of 
2016, Barnes & Noble was 
reporting their Nook Seg-
ment to be down 22.4% 
from last year. The Nook 
Segment, which is com-
prised of digital content, 
devices and accessories 
made only $54 million in 
sales. While this may seem 

like a big number, com-
pare it to Amazon’s $25.4 
billion in sales and the 
problem is really put into 
light. 

Not only are its sales 
down, but Barnes & No-
ble’s stock is down as 
well. Shares had already 
decreased 25 percent in 
the past year and then de-
creased another 13 percent 
on Aug. 16 Barnes & No-
ble announced that CEO 
Ronald Boire resigned 
from the position because 
he was “not a good fit” and 
“it would be in the best in-
terest of all parties for him 
to leave.”

The company has gone 
through five CEO’s in four 
years, suggesting a lot of 
Barnes & Noble’s prob-
lems can be found inside 
the company as well as in 
Amazon. 

With all these prob-
lems, one thing can be 
said for Barnes & Noble: 
It is persistent. The compa-
ny refuses to give up hope 
for all of their brick and 

mortar bookstores. 
In addition to their idea of 

selling wine and beer, they 
are also hoping it will boost 
food sales This new model 
would be over half the size of 
the cafes they have in place 
now and would have full 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 
menus. 

“We think they’re go-
ing to drive traffic to the 
store and keep them in the 
store longer.” said Jaime 
Carey, Chief Operating of-
ficer at Barnes & Noble to 
Fortune.

This is all part of the new 
direction Barnes & Noble 
is taking to offer experienc-
es rather than just physical 
goods in a way that an on-
line shopping retailer like 
Amazon never could. 

Starting in October, the 
first store to sell food and 
alcohol will open as a tester 
in Eastchester, NY. There 
are three more “concept 
stores” scheduled to open 
afterwards in Edina, MN, 
Folsom, CA and Loudoun 
County, VA. 

Barnes & Noble hopes 
restaurant will revive 
in-store business

ILANA LAGRAFF
Daily Titan

In an attempt to appeal to an audience that is turning toward online shopping, Barnes & Noble is testing out new “concept stores” 
that have full restaurants and serve wine that beer. Hopefully, this will attract enough people to make up for fiscal challenges. 

GRETCHEN DAVEY / DAILY TITAN

Olympic games shine light on the dire situation in Rio. Inhabitants lose homes so that the government can build roads for easy access 
to where Olympic events were being held. Government blames unfit environment for upheaval, which is suspiciously convenient. 

ILLUSTRATION BY NATALIE GOLDSTEIN / DAILY TITAN
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Fullerton nets first victory of season
No. 16 Johana Rosas celebrates with teammates Alea Acosta and Taylor Salgado after netting her first goal of Division I play in the first half of Friday night’s match against St. Mary’s. Rosas was assisted by 
Nano Oronoz and Jessica Simonian on the play. Oronoz would go on to score the other goal in the 2-1 win. 

GRETCHEN DAVEY / DAILY TITAN

The Cal State Fullerton 
women’s soccer team started 
6-0 last season. If it’s looking 
to mimic that performance 
this season, Friday night’s 2-1 
win over St. Mary’s was a 
good start. 

“The women have put them-
selves in a really good position 
of just being consistent,” said 
head coach Demian Brown. 
“We just want to be consistent 
from game to game, from day 
to day, and now obviously we 
want to be able to do that from 
year to year.”

Going into the season, the 
Titans were ranked No. 25 
in NCAA RPI and received 
votes in the NSCAA Coach-
es rankings. Despite a 16-3 
overall record last season 
and a Big West Conference 
tournament championship, 
the Big West coaches’ poll 
puts them at third behind 

Long Beach and UC Santa 
Barbara with no first place 
votes. 

The two Titan goals on 
Friday night were netted by 
redshirt junior Johana Ro-
sas and freshman Nano Or-
onoz. Rosas’ goal, her first 
in Division I play, came al-
most immediately after she 
was substituted in the game 
for Jazzmin Mancilla in the 
38th minute. 

“Honestly, I was about to 
cry,” Rosas said. “I was like, 
‘I can’t believe that just hap-
pened, it was such an im-
portant goal.’” 

Along with picking up an 
assist on Rosas’ goal, Or-
onoz put the Titans up 2-0 
with a header in the 55th 
minute. Oronoz had also 
scored a goal in each of Ful-
lerton’s last two exhibition    
games against Cal State LA 
and Loyola Marymount.

“Last season, I didn’t have 
any goals and this season I 
wanted it to be different,” 
Oronoz said. “Scoring in the 
exhibition game really gave 
me that feeling I would love 
to get addicted to, and scor-
ing where it matters is just 

10 times better.”
Fullerton edged St. 

Mary’s 2-1 despite an 88th 
minute goal by the Gaels’ 
Hannah Diaz. 2015 Big 
West Goalkeeper of the year 
Jennifer Stuart made three 
saves on four shots on goal 
for the Titans. Stuart came 
in second in the Big West in 
saves and save percentage in 
2015. 

Jumping off of their strong 
showing on Friday, the Titans 
can look forward to perfor-
mances by Big West Presea-
son All-Conference midfield-
er Connie Caliz and 2015 Big 
West All-Freshman team se-
lections Jessica Simonian and 
Amanda Larsson. Simonian 
also picked up an assist in 
Friday night’s game. 

This weekend, the Titans 
will be put to the test against 
the SEC, facing No. 12 Au-
burn on Friday night and 
Georgia on Sunday.

“I think this is a great 
game that prepares us for a 
really strong trip–a really 
hard trip for us,” Brown said. 
“So we welcome the oppor-
tunity to play a great team 
like St. Mary’s.”

Freshmen and 
transfers shine in 2-1 
win over Gaels

HAYLEY M. SLYE
Daily Titan

Freshman Nano Oronoz (right) credits her early success on her work in the offseason. She said she 
worked on “not just kicking it, but really picking a spot and putting it there.”

GRETCHEN DAVEY / DAILY TITAN

ollow us
on

Women’s Soccer
at Auburn, Friday Aug. 26 5:00 p.m.

at Georgia, Sunday Aug. 28 10:00 a.m.  

Men’s Soccer
at Vermont, Friday Aug. 26 1:00 p.m.

at UCLA, Monday Aug. 29 7:00 p.m.  

Women’s Volleyball
vs Mississippi Valley, Friday Aug. 26 9:30 a.m. 

vs South Carolina State, Saturday Aug. 27 1:30 p.m.

at Chattanooga, Sunday Aug. 28 12:00 p.m.

vs Niagara, Tuesday Aug. 30 7:00 p.m. 

What’s next:



After winning the Big 
West Tournament two 
years in a row, the Cal 
State Fullerton men’s soc-
cer team returns to the 
pitch to improve on its 
previous 13-8-1 overall 
record.

Nine seniors are set to 
return in order to defend 
the Big West title, includ-
ing star goalkeeper David 
Elias, who played in all 22 
games last season. The se-
nior secured 12 shutouts 
in 13 Titan wins with 63 

total saves.
Fullerton’s defense led 

the Big West last season 
in overall goals scored 
against, allowing oppo-
nent’s shots to clear the net 
just 20 times with a 0.89 
goals against average. Cal 
State Northridge placed 
just behind CSUF with 21 
goals scored against. 

Another key returner in-
cludes junior midfielder 
Diego Sanchez. The Bell-
flower native led the Ti-
tans in scoring with eight 
goals last season. In addi-
tion to his .500 shots-on-
goal percentage, Sanchez 
racked up three assists, ty-
ing him for second in team 
assists.

Returning sophomore 
midfielder Ross Mc-
Phie came second only 

to Sanchez in total team 
points. As a freshman with 
21 games played, McPhie 
tallied 11 points off four 
goals and three assists. 
McPhie tied fellow mid-
fielder Ronaldo Pineda as 
the only two freshmen to 
score two goals in confer-
ence play.

Just behind McPhie is re-
turning sophomore forward 
Brandon West who racked 
up 10 points in 22 games 
played with three goals and 
four assists. In conference 
play, West scored once and 
recorded two assists.

As a unit, last year’s 
squad scored 31 goals in 
22 games, placing sec-
ond in the Big West stand-
ings under UC Santa Bar-
bara in total team goals. 
In contrast, CSUF tied for 

sixth place with Cal State 
Northridge in team assists 
with 25. 

The Titans’ .122 shot 
percentage resulted in 1.41 
goals per game with an 
average of 11.6 shots per 
game. Their 11.6 shot per-
centage placed them in 
fourth last season in aver-
age shots per game in the 
Big West, finishing behind 
UC Santa Barbara, UC Ir-
vine and UC Davis.

The Titans head into 
2016-2017 season on the 
road and won’t play a game 
at Titan Stadium until 
Sept. 25 against the Uni-
versity of the Pacific.

Fullerton’s first game of 
the season is Friday at 1 
p.m. against the Vermont 
Catamounts at Virtue Field 
in Burlington, VT. 
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Religious 
Directory

contact us for more information
pmauriello@dailytitan.com

Your ad could go here! Your ad could go here!
contact us for more information

pmauriello@dailytitan.com

For more information
please contact

Religious Director:
Paige Mauriello

pmauriello@dailytitan.com

All are welcome! If you are 
looking for a welcoming, diverse 

& friendly church please 
consider:

Episcopal Church of
the Blessed Sacrament

1314 N. Angelina Drive,
Placentia 92870

www.blesssac.org
SUNDAY – 8:00 AM & 10:15 AM

Wednesday – 10:00 AM with
healing prayers

Wednesday evening – Adult 
Study & Dinner (Free)

begins at 6:30 PM

Women’s volleyball seeks first win since 2014

Despite a 2015 season in 
which Titan women’s volley-
ball went 0-28, head coach 
Ashley Preston, armed with 
several newcomers, is opti-
mistic about 2016.

Last year was Preston’s first 

year at Cal State Fullerton 
and more than half of her sec-
ond-year squad is new. 

“We have freshmen that are 
going to be really key this sea-
son, so it’s really just fine-tun-
ing and finding the right line-
up,” Preston said. “We’re 
able to have depth, and that’s 
something we lacked last 
year.”

In addition to four freshmen, 
the Titans added six transfers, 
including defensive specialist 
Torrey Tinney out of Missis-
sippi State and outside hitters 

Madeline Schneider and Shi-

men Fayad out of the Univer-
sity of Baltimore County and 
Wichita State, respectively. 

“(Fayad) has been to the 
conference tournament. She 
was a great addition for us on 

the pin,” Preston said. “We 

were kind of struggling from 
the outside last year, so she’s 
really helped boost that posi-
tion,” Preston said. 

The returners will also be 
key to Fullerton’s success in 

2016. Outside hitter Kyra Hill 
had the most kills and kills per 
set last season. Her 2.57 av-
erage came in 17th in the Big 
West, and her 221 kills were 
63 more than her teammate 
Summer Kerins’ next-best of 
158.

“I really want our team to 
blend well and go off of what 
the returners have done,” Pres-
ton said.

Big West rival Hawaii only 
lost two games last year and 
went undefeated in conference 
play. Hawaii, Long Beach 

State and Cal Poly all had 
winning percentages over .700 
in 2015. 

The Titans head to Chatta-
nooga to face Mississippi Val-
ley on Friday, South Caroli-
na State on Saturday and UT 
Chattanooga on Sunday. 

“The game plan is to win, 
that’s number one. It’s also 
to get all of the tweaks and 
nerves out,” Preston said. 
“That’s really what the first 
tournament is. To see what 
we have, really, and adjust 
from there.”

New additions set 
positive tone for head 
coach Ashley Preston

HAYLEY M. SLYE
Daily Titan

No. 22 Kyra Hill (left) leaps above the net against No. 3 Precious Manu (right) in Saturday’s Blue/Orange scrimmage. Hill, one of eight returning players from the 2015 squad, led the Titans in 
kills and kills per set last season. 

GRETCHEN DAVEY / DAILY TITAN

First place contenders:
• Fullerton landed in first in the South 

Division of the Big West Preseason 
Coaches’ Poll, recieving seven first place 
votes. In 2015, CSUF was chosen to finish 
third. 

All-Conference talent:
• Despite the first-place vote of confidence, 

sophomore midfielder Ronaldo Pineda 
was the only Titan elected to the Big West 
Preseason All-Conference team. 

The big picture:
• Cal State Fullerton ranks at No. 42 in NCAA  

RPI going into 2016

IN CONTEXT

Titans eye first match, third straight Big West title
Men’s soccer to begin 
season on Friday with 
high expectations

RYAN PORTER
Daily Titan

ASHLEY PRESTON
Head Coach

   We have freshmen that are going to be 
really key this season, so it’s really just fine-
tuning and finding the right lineup

““
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WORD SEARCH 
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HOROSCOPE 
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ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You are so focused on doing a good 
job today that you can get lost in 
even the smallest task. Learning how 
to adjust your methods at work is 
especially important once the Sun 
moves into modest Virgo.

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

The best way to collaborate with 
individuals who are working with 
ideas contrary to your position 
is to balance your joyful creativ-
ity with objectivity and common 
sense. The Sun’s shift into prudent 
Virgo and your 2nd House of 
Resources reminds you to attend 
to pressing financial matters.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Brilliant insights pop out of thin air 
while your nerves are stretched 
tight by practical issues. Taking 
center stage seems natural now 
that the hardworking Virgo Sun 
is shining in your 10th House of 
Career.

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

While it’s smart to have the right 
data at your fingertips, too much 
information can weigh you down and 
prevent you from reacting sponta-
neously. The way in which you see 
your world determines how you live 
in it.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

Easy Street might appear to be 
around the next corner, motivating 
you to take a shortcut and make a 
mad dash for the finish line. Unfortu-
nately, this impatient move is not wise 
-- opposing forces may be stronger 
than you realize.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

The future is now and you’re 
ready to apply the principles that 
you hold most dear. Thankfully, 
practical intelligence is a gift of 
the Sun’s entry into technically 
astute Virgo and your 9th House 
of Higher Mind. 

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

Redefining your relationship with 
your home and family entails a 
complex mix of thinking and feeling. 
However, you receive a convincing 
invitation to reality when the Sun 
moves into pragmatic Virgo and your 
4th House of Security. 

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

Take some time away from the 
maddening crowds for a hefty 
dose of self-reflection now. Engag-
ing in a spiritual practice counter-
balances the high levels of person-
al and professional activity that 
are bound to keep you hopping 
throughout this month. 

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Being flexible enough to shift 
from making plans for the future 
to addressing the nuts and bolts 
of present logistics is essential for 
creating more effective alliances 
now. 

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

No matter how busy you think you 
are now, the cosmos is raising the 
ante and you will soon be even 
busier. There’s no time to rest 
once the Sun rushes into your 3rd 
House of Immediate Environment, 
making it nearly impossible to 
keep up with everything that’s 
happening.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Your future is brighter than you real-
ize even if your plans are up in the 
air. Your fears about the direction of 
your life may be exacerbated now; 
thankfully, you can rely on your inner 
voice to come through with sound 
advice.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

All types of relationships find their 
way into the spotlight now. The 
Sun’s entry into ethical Virgo and 
your 7th House of Companions 
starkly illuminates the complex 
dynamics of your partnerships.

Quotes for the Day
“Start where you are. Use what you have. Do what you can.”
      - Arthur Ashe

“Do not wait. The time will never be ‘just right.’ Start where 
you stand, and work with whatever tools you may have at your 
command, and better tools will be found as you go along.”
      - George Herbert
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Modern Family

MODERN, FAMILY, JAY, CLAIRE, MITCHELL, GLORIA, 
MANNY, PHIL, HALEY, ALEX, LUKE, CAMERON, LILY, 

DYLAN, VERGARA
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