
Senior English major 
Berlin Edmond is a dedi-
cated student, aspiring el-
ementary school teacher, 
president of the Black Stu-
dent Union and a YouTube 
star with 1,024,604 sub-
scribers (and counting).  

His comedy channel Ber-
leezy is also the name of 
the persona he assumes in 
each sketch.  Berleezy is 
loud, occasionally foul-
mouthed and relentless 
when it comes to criticizing 
plot inconsistencies in pop-
ular children’s cartoons.

“Berlin Edmond is the 
professional, the smart guy, 
the student,” Edmond said. 
“Berleezy is a character. 
I always try and tell peo-
ple, this is just a character. 
I’m not really saying these 
things.” 

While Edmond remains 
focused on graduation and 
helping the BSU, Berleezy 
“roasts” children cartoons 
with hypothetical story the-
ories, commentary and im-
provised comedy.

“The theory is what has 
the most educational val-
ue,” Edmond said. “The 
theory doesn’t even have to 
be true, it just has to make 
some kind of sense.”  

In his video “Dora the 
Explorer: Exposed,” he 
suggests that Swiper, the 
kleptomaniac cartoon fox, 
is just vengeful because 

Boots, Dora’s monkey side-
kick, stole his shoes. 

Each video roasts a new 
cartoon, and Berleezy posts 
polls on his Twitter ac-
count, asking fans which 
show should be his next 
target.  

The Berleezy channel 
originated in 2013 with 
comedy skits and vlogs. The 
channel spiked in populari-
ty at the end of 2015 when 

he tweeted a clip from one 
of his cartoon roasts and 
woke up with thousands of 
retweets.

About a month later, 
Google approached Ed-
mond about partnering with 
YouTube. Based on adver-
tisers placed before his vid-
eos, Edmond earns 45% of 
the revenue.  

“If you’re uploading a 
video every day and the 

video is getting 300,000 
views, you’re getting rough-
ly $1,200 a day,” Edmond 
said. This allowed Edmond 
to quit his job and focus 
more on school and making 
videos.  

While the channel and 
his school commitments 
are two completely differ-
ent parts of his life, Ed-
mond is able to use one to 
help the other. His Berleezy 

Instagram page, which is 
followed by 109,000 users, 
only follows CSUF’s BSU 
account.  

He also retweets BSU on 
Twitter, which BSU Mem-
bership Development coor-
dinator Jacob Howard said 
has helped BSU increase 
in followers and student 
participation.
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Aftermath of the Vietnam War

Trump issues 
new travel ban

In addition to his commitment to classes and the Black Student Union, Berlin Edmond assumes the persona of “Berleezy” on 
his YouTube channel to humorously criticize and comment on children’s cartoons.
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BSU president 
entertains a million 
online with videos.
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Daily Titan
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Cal State Fullerton men’s 
basketball was rewarded 
for posting the third-best 
record in the Big West with 
several individual honors 
for its top contributors. 

Forward Jackson Rowe 
was the second-straight Ti-
tan to win Big West Fresh-
man of the Year after 
guard Khalil Ahmad took 
home the honor last season. 
Rowe (54.6 percent) led the 
Big West in field-goal per-
centage in his first year of 
college basketball while 
also ranking third in the 
conference in rebounds per 
game. 

“He’s a multi-facet-
ed guy. The thing that he 
brings for our ball club 
night in and night out is his 
energy and his toughness,” 
said Titan Head Coach 
Dedrique Taylor in a pre-
Big West Tournament con-
ference call. “He rebounds 
the ball at a high level and 
he scores without real-
ly running a lot of offense 
through him.”

Men’s basketball 
recognized for 
season play.

HARRISON FAIGEN
Daily Titan
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UC Riverside associate professor and environmental historian David Biggs spoke about his two decades worth of research on 
the effects of warfare on militarized landscapes in Vietnam at the Pollak Library Monday.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

War impacts people for 
maybe two or three gen-
erations, but it leaves a 
footprint on the landscape 
through militarization for 
stretches of hundreds or 
thousands of years, ac-
cording to David Biggs.

As part of its inaugural 

speaker series, the CSUF 
Vietnamese Program in-
vited Biggs, associate 
professor of history at UC 
Riverside and an environ-
mental historian, to the 
Pollak Library Monday 
night.

Biggs presented his 

research on militarized 
landscapes like those af-
ter the Vietnam War in 
Central Vietnam, which 
he gathered during 
his two decades spent 
overseas. 

Speaker discussed 
his research into 
militarized lands.

ANDREW SALMI
Daily Titan
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President Donald Trump 
signed an executive order 
Monday that revoked and 
replaced Executive Order 
13769, which restricted trav-
el from seven predominant-
ly-Muslim countries.

The order faced legal chal-
lenges that were upheld by 
a federal district court and 
going through the appeals 
process. 

The Jan. 27 order sparked 
protest around the country 
and at Cal State Fullerton. 
University President Mildred 
Garcia said the order comes 
into “direct conflict with our 
deepest values” in a Jan. 29 
statement.

Iraq was removed from 
the list of countries subject to 
travel suspension during a 90-
day review period. 

The March 6 order was 

created to avoid further liti-
gation after the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals moved to 
halt judicial proceedings on 
the matter Feb. 7. It states it 
intends to improve national 
security.

The new executive or-
der addresses not only con-
cerns with the original or-
der’s content, but the “chaos” 
that came after its passage, 
said assistant political science 
professor Robert Robinson, 
Ph.D.

“It is not uncommon for a 
politically controversial exec-
utive order to be challenged 
in the courts and struck 
down, and then for someone 
to either let it go or to try to 
restructure it so that it meets 
court approval,” Robinson 
said.

Robinson said that restruc-
turing was likely needed be-
cause Trump is an “outsider 
politician” and has less exper-
tise in the subject matter. 

Like executive order 13769, 
the new order establishes a 
50,000-refugee cap for the 
2017 fiscal year. 

POTUS revokes 
and revises Jan. 27 
executive order.

JASON ROCHLIN
Daily Titan
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The Cal State Fullerton 
sociology department’s So-
ciology Week kicked off in 
part with a discussion by 
Siobhan Brooks, assistant 
professor of African-Amer-
ican Studies at CSUF. 
Brooks’ presentation fo-
cused on race in relation to 
sexuality. 

“I think it’s import-
ant, especially now, be-
cause oftentimes when we 
talk about race, we don’t 
talk about sexuality, even 
though they’re very inter-
twined, and we also don’t 
talk about black LGBT peo-
ple at the forefront of race 
struggles,” Brooks said. 

Brooks’ presentation, 
“Balancing Act: LGBT 
Black Women, Identity and 
Mental Health,” was one of 
several sexuality-focused 
events that will continue 
throughout the week.

“There’s almost this sort 
of illegible racial subjec-
tivity that queer people of 
color hold where it’s really 
hard for people to see that 
you can be your race and 
you can be queer,” Brooks 
said in her presentation.

The sociology depart-
ment and the AKD Sociol-
ogy Club hosts Sociology 
Week annually.

“Sexuality is something 
that tends to be taboo and 
people don’t want to talk 
about it, so we thought it 

would be good to create 
a discussion among stu-
dents,” said sociology major 
and Alpha Kappa Delta So-
ciology Club social media 
chair Marlene Carvajal.

Event highlights Tues-
day included a talk by key-
note Lisa Wade on her 
book “American Hookups,” 
which is about hookup cul-
ture on college campuses.

“We all got a copy of her 
book and we’ve been read-
ing it,” Carvajal said. 

Tuesday will feature a 
discussion on gender-inclu-
sive language by the WoM-
en’s Center and a talk from 
Anthony Ocampo called 
“Brown and Gay in LA.”

“It was important to 
make sure to bring to-
gether people who real-
ly know about the topic 
and can share their insight 
and information with oth-
ers,” said AKD Sociology 
Club Co-President Sheryl 
Bassard.  

The AKD club and sociol-
ogy department will con-
clude the week on Thursday 
with a CSUF alumni panel 
and mixer and an interactive 
student discussion.
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Human 
remains 
found in OC

Police dog 
ends 12-hour 
standoff 

Man resists 
arrest at 
7-Eleven

DTBRIEFS
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Human bones 
were found in the 
backyard of a Bue-
na Park home Sun-
day night, according 
to the Los Angeles 
Times. 

The homeowner 
discovered the re-
mains at approxi-
mately 7:45 p.m., af-
ter which he called 
the police. 

The man said the 
bones were three to 
four feet beneath 
the dirt. 

“At this point, we 
don’t know who 
they are or how old 
they are,” said Sgt. 
Mike Lovchik of the 
Buena Park Police 
Department.

On Monday, ca-
daver dogs searched 
the rest of the yard 
for more bones but 
yielded no results. 
An excavation is also 
taking place to find 
potential clues.

Police arrested a 
knife-wielding man 
Monday morning after 
a 12-hour SWAT stand-
off outside of the man’s 
apartment in Orange, 
according to the Or-
ange County Register.  

Christian Nava Reyes, 
33, was holding a knife 
while appearing in-
toxicated, eventually 
leading police in a car 
pursuit that ended in 
the 200 block of South 
Lemon Street. Police 
said that Reyes threat-
ened the officers and 
“refused all offers to sur-
render” before hiding in 
his apartment. 

After 12 hours, Reyes 
was bitten by a po-
lice dog during a SWAT 
raid and taken to the 
hospital.

Reyes will be booked 
with several charges, 
including suspicion of 
assault with a deadly 
weapon against police 
officers. 

Police arrest-
ed a man Sunday 
for threatening a 
7-Eleven clerk with 
a hammer and steal-
ing items from the 
store, according to 
the Orange County 
Register.

Sgt. Jerry Souza of 
the Costa Mesa Po-
lice Department said 
that the store’s alarm 
was triggered around 
10:45 p.m. 

Hector Hernandez, 
21, left the 7-Eleven 
and initially resist-
ed the arrest, but he 
was eventually taken 
into custody outside 
of the store on Santa 
Ana Avenue. 

Hernandez was 
charged with suspi-
cion of armed rob-
bery for threatening 
the clerk and taking 
cigarettes and sun-
glasses. No one was 
injured during the 
incident. 
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“The new executive order 
does make clear a number 
of categories of people who 
won’t be affected,” Robin-
son said. “Dual citizens, peo-
ple who have already been 
granted refugee status, peo-
ple with green cards ...  My 
sense is by doing that they’re 
hoping to avoid a chaotic 
rollout.”

Nationals from Iran, Lib-
ya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria 
and Yemen are affected by 
the “temporary” ban. Those 
countries present “height-
ened threats” due to the 
presence of terrorist organi-
zations and the foreign gov-
ernment’s “willingness or 
ability” to share information 
regarding travel to the United 
States, according to the or-
der. It also says it is difficult 
to return foreign nationals 
from these countries because 
of delays or documentation.

Despite having active com-
bat zones and being influ-
enced by ISIS, the order says 
Iraq has been removed from 
the list because of the rela-
tionship between the United 
States and the democratical-
ly-elected Iraqi government, 
the country’s commitment 
to fighting ISIS and the steps 

already taken since executive 
order 13769 was issued.

“If you think that list of 
countries is not appropriate, 
you could get rid of the ban 
or you could add more, or 
exchange them out in some 
way,” Robinson said.

The new order outlines ex-
ceptions to the ban and the 
case-by-case issuance of visa 
waivers during the suspen-
sion period. The suspension 
will only apply to foreign 
nationals of the designated 
countries who are outside of 
the United States on March 
16, did not have a valid visa 
on Jan. 27 and do not have a 
valid visa on March 16.

Nationals of Iraq applying 
for a visa, admission or oth-
er immigration benefits will 
also be subject to thorough 
review and possible consulta-
tion about ISIS and terrorism 
ties with a designee of the 
secretary of defense.

“I think the intent is still 
basically the same. On pa-
per, it’s still primarily about 
security,” Robinson said. “I 
think there are probably oth-
er motivations but because 
the White House is so divid-
ed on many issues, it’s not 
clear which part of the White 
House wants what.”

The 90-day ban 

implemented in the first or-
der will start again March 16. 
Robinson said this number 
is also subject to extension 
and said he questions how 
the vetting process could be 
fixed in only 90 days.

“I think if you object-
ed to the initial travel ban, 
you’re still going to object to 
this one,” Robinson said. “I 
imagine that someone will 
challenge it in court, and 
I’m not sure what will hap-
pen but if I were to bet my 
own money, I would say that 
some judge somewhere is go-
ing to strike it down again.”

When asked for a com-
ment in regard to the order, 
CSUF Chief Communica-
tions Officer Jeffrey Cook 
said there is no new state-
ment but pointed to Garcia’s 
January letter and a state-
ment from the Association 
of Public and Land-Grant 
Universities (APLU), which 
CSUF is a part of.

“Our nation’s universities 
thrive in part due to their 
ability to connect throughout 
the world,” the APLU state-
ment said. “This new exec-
utive order undermines that 
ability.”

Hayley M. Slye contribut-
ed to this report.

CONTINUED FROM     1

POTUS: Iraq removed 
from travel ban

CSUF assistant professor of African-American Studies Siobhan Brooks talked about having to 
balance being LGBTQ and black while maintaining ones identity and mental health Monday.

PRISCILLA BUI / DAILY TITAN

CSUF professor talks 
race and sexuality
Annual Sociology 
Week looks into 
intersectionality.

MARIA ONG
HAYLEY M. SLYE

Daily Titan

SIOBHAN BROOKS
Assistant professor 
of African-American 
Studies

    There’s almost 
this sort of illegible 
racial subjectivity 
that queer people 
of color hold where 
it’s really hard for 
people to see that 
you can be your 
race and you can be 
queer.

“
“



PAGE 3
TUESDAY MARCH 7, 2017NEWS

 VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM/NEWS FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN

FULLERTON: 215 N. Harbor Blvd.COSTA MESA (The LAB): 2930 Bristol St.LONG BEACH: 4608 E. 2nd St.BUFFALOEXCHANGE.COM •

“The country and the so-
ciety of people who have 
lived through warfare, this 
war in particular, is some-
thing that has very person-
ally touched me through 
my family, my in-laws, my 
parents and their relatives,” 
Biggs said. “It’s very much 
a personal journey. That’s 
sort of the other side of it 
that motivates me.” 

Biggs said he is finish-
ing the manuscript for his 
second forthcoming book 
about the environmental 
impact of military occupa-
tion in Vietnam. 

“Militarization, or just 
military processes of or-
ganization, does not sim-
ply mean that a military 
force comes and occu-
pies the place,” Biggs said. 

“Militaries do a lot of oth-
er things that non-military 
people do. They rent land, 
they sell land, they use 
land, they pollute land and 
they clean up land.”

Wendy Nguyen, a junior 
child development major 
and Vietnamese studies mi-
nor at CSUF, said one of 
the main things she learned 
from Biggs’ talk was how 
the Vietnam War affected 
its citizens years later. She 
said Biggs discussed how 
even to this day, chemicals 
left over make it harder for 
people to grow food and 
trees on the land.

With Monday being his 
first visit to the CSUF cam-
pus, Biggs said he was 
open to the possibility of 
future collaborations be-
tween Fullerton and UCR 
with Vietnamese studies. 

Biggs said UCR has around 
10 graduate students do-
ing work in Vietnam at the 
Ph.D. level.

 “I would love to see 
more communication and 
possibilities for bringing 
students and bringing peo-
ple to talks and having 
our students coming here,” 
Biggs said.

Sarah Grant, an assis-
tant professor in CSUF’s 
division of anthropology, 
thought Biggs’ role as a 
guest speaker left a lasting 
impression on students in 
attendance.

“It’s great when you have 
a student who can walk 
away from an hour and a 
half and have a much stron-
ger understanding of this 
historical period that we all 
think we know a lot about,” 
Grant said.

CONTINUED FROM     1

Linh Khanh Nguyen, the CSUF Vietnamese coordinator and assistant professor in the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, introduced Biggs and provided background on the Vietnamese Studies Program.
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Vietnam: Department starts speaker series

In November, Fullerton changed its election process by dividing the city into districts. The switch occured when voters approved a ballot measure in November 2016 that was introduced as 
part of a settlement to two lawsuits filed against the city which claimed the electoral system discriminated against minority voters.

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF FULLERTON

The Fullerton City Council 

will reconsider which dis-
tricts will be up for the 2018 
vote during Tuesday’s city 
council meeting after resi-
dents approved the switch 
from at-large to district elec-
tions last November. 

The council decided at its 
Feb. 21 meeting that district 
2, where Councilman Doug 

Chaffee lives,  and District 5, 
which has no incumbent liv-
ing there, will be up for the 
2018 ballot. 

Two lawsuits were filed 
against the city council re-
garding the previous at-large 
electoral system, accusing 
that it discriminates against 
minority voter. In July, a 

settlement was reached that 
required a change to dis-
trict-based voting.

All council members are 
currently at-large seat hold-
ers and were not voted for 
based on districts. When 
elections occur in 2018 and 
2020, members running in 
each district will have to 

reside there.
When each district goes up 

for vote, current city coun-
cil members can choose to 
run in the district they live 
and become a district-based 
council member. If they de-
cide not to run or lose the dis-
trict vote, they will remain on 
city council until their term 

ends as an at-large member.
If the election dates of the 

districts change, it could see 
Greg Sebourn and Jesus Sil-
va running against each oth-
er for a district chair. It may 
also see Silva, Jennifer Fitz-
gerald and Bruce Whitaker 
running after winning elec-
tions last year.

Two Fullerton districts 
to go up for re-election 
on 2018 ballot.

KEVIN LEY
Daily Titan

City council to reconsider district sequence
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“He’s basically living two 
completely different lives,” 
Howard said. “One being a 
student, but then also being 
a public figure.”

However, YouTube star-
dom isn’t without its down-
sides. Edmond is sometimes 
concerned that Berleezy 
pulls him away from his du-
ties as BSU president.  

“I just have to always trust 
that they know I have their 
best interest at heart, and I 
would be here if I could be 
here,” Edmond said.

Luckily, Edmond has sev-
en other members of BSU’s 

executive board to share the 
responsibility with.

“He balances everything 
really well,” Howard said. 
“It’s not like he thinks that 
he’s like a big-shot celeb-
rity who can drop out of 
school.”

If anything, Edmond is 
aware that YouTube star-
dom can disappear as 
quickly as it comes. He’s 
also created a gaming chan-
nel called iBerleezy and as-
pires to make a television 
show from Berleezy and his 
occasional guest character, 
the Roach (a man in a roach 
costume who appears like 
an actual roach to everyone 

except Berleezy).  
For the remainder of the 

semester, Edmond plans to 
focus on getting the BSU 
the support it needs from 
administration, communi-
cating with administration 
and inspiring next year’s 
council.  He also wants 
to keep inching his vid-
eos toward his more cre-
ative plans and get ready for 
graduation.

“Trying to do them both 
at my last year of school 
and growing the channel is 
kind of hard to balance,” 
Edmond said. “But I’m just 
trying to remember that I’m 
still human.” 

A half hour before the 
Japanese Anime Club meet-
ing Thursday, over a dozen 
students had already con-
gregated in the TSU Hete-
brink room to socialize, play 
the “Yu-Gi-Oh” card game 
or compete with each oth-
er locally on their Nintendo 
3DS’s. The sense of com-
munity these students have 
with each other was on full 
display before any of the 
planned discussion or events 
had begun.

The Anime Club holds 
weekly meetings in the Ti-
tan Student Union begin-
ning at 6 p.m. with club 
president Matthew Vicencio, 
a junior business marketing 
major, selecting a theme for 
the discussion and events. 

Vicencio said there is a 
stigma around anime clubs 
and how they are focused on 
binge watching anime with-
out much else involved. For 
Vicencio, that wasn’t going 
to cut it and he felt it was 
time to move the club in a 
more social and communi-
ty-driven direction.

As the meeting was about 
to begin, the number of peo-
ple in the room rapidly ex-
panded to several dozen, yet 
several members said that it 
was lower than average at-
tendance. It’s clear it isn’t 
simply a club meeting; it’s a 
reason for a very large group 
of friends to meet up at des-
ignated times.

After a few announce-
ments, Vicencio organized 
the club members into 
smaller groups to play a ver-
bal debate card game called 
Superfight that plays similar 
to Cards Against Humanity. 
The groups played among 
themselves to create an ad 

hoc tournament with the 
winners of the group stage 
going in front of the whole 
group to compete for tickets 
to the new “Sword Art On-
line” movie.

The decision to focus 
more on the social aspect of 
the club and minimize the 
amount of anime they watch 
was a deliberate one on the 
part of Vicencio when he 
took over as president last 
year. 

“What I saw in the club 
was there were a lot of peo-
ple, but they weren’t talking 
to each other,” Vicencio 
said. “I wanted to make the 
club more social and a more 
enjoyable environment … I 
wanted to break those walls 
and have people talk to each 
other.”

The night continued with 
a workshop on assembling 
custom board game min-
iatures and closed out with 
showing the first episodes 
of “Sword Art Online” and 
“No Game, No Life.”

Vicencio was aware of the 
stigma people had against 
anime clubs and wanted to 
change the club into a group 
that used their love of an-
ime to come together and 
make new friendships. Vi-
cencio also tried to refocus 
the club on a wider range of 
topics that are often related 
to anime consumption such 
as Japanese pop culture and 
gaming.

The new focus on com-
munity and social interac-
tion by Vicencio has made 
an impact on several of its 
members. Mary Ramos and 
Casey Jose, both third-year 
art majors with a focus in 
animation, said they have 
taken on a lot more respon-
sibilities at school since they 
joined. 

“It’s not a bad thing it has 
taken most of our time. We 
both enjoy it,” Jose said. 
“We love our members and 
love all of our board. We 
just love the environment we 
helped create.”

Anime club forms strong community 
Students bond with 
one another over 
Japanese culture.

AMBER HAMILTON
Daily Titan

Club President Matthew Vicencio picks a theme for each meeting beforehand. The theme determines what kind of activities club members 
will participate in during the meetings. “I wanted to make the club more social and a more enjoyable environment,” Vicencio said.

AMBER HAMILTON / DAILY TITAN

Members of the Japanese Anime Club gathered before their meeting to play the “Yu-Gi-Oh” card game with one another in the TSU 
Hetebrink room.

AMBER HAMILTON / DAILY TITAN

Comedy: ‘It’s your 
host with the roast’

Berlin Edmond spends his time at school as president of the BSU but on the internet, he assumes the 
identity of Berleezy, an online personality who disses cartoons, by addressing plot inconsistencies. 

BAILEY CARPENTER / DAILY TITAN
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Philadelphia recently im-
posed a “soda tax,” and the 
general public has, as usu-
al, began protesting this 
taxation without any logi-
cal basis for their anger.

The government impos-
ing higher taxes on prod-
ucts to discourage use of 
them is nothing new. So 
then why are people so up 
in arms about Philadel-
phia’s most recent “soda 

tax”?
For years, cigarettes 

have been taxed at a high-
er rate because they are the 
leading cause of avoidable 
deaths each year, accord-
ing to the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion. These taxes are made 
to accomplish two things, 
the first being reduced 
consumption. If consum-
ers are forced to pay more 
for a product, it is likely 
they will buy less of that 
product or stop buying it 
altogether.

In addition to reduced 
consumption, taxes also 
give the government a re-
liable metric to use when 
determining said product’s 
use. In the case of ciga-
rettes, not only has Califor-
nia’s implementation of the 
tax-reduced consumption, 
according to Reuters, but 
the taxation provides data 
that can be used to gauge 
the effectiveness in the less-
ening of consumption.

However, no higher con-
sumption tax wholly pre-
vents people from pur-
chasing a product either. 
Those dedicated or desper-
ate enough are still capable 
of buying their product of 
choice. It’s simply a mat-
ter of their willingness to 
do so. 

If the consumption tax on 
soda and soda-like drinks 
was instead a ban, it would 
surely be more deserving of 
the frenzied response it has 
elicited. However, so long 
as the state is not prohibit-
ing the sale and purchase of 
soda and soda-like drinks 
entirely, there is no issue.

Sadly, that hasn’t stopped 
poorly conceived reactions 
from flooding the internet 
over such a menial thing. 

“Philly instituted a #so-
datax so my coworkers are 
about to find out what I’m 
like without a Pepsi in the 
a.m. Pray for them,” read 
on tweet from @NoTru-
eName (Nik).

“PSA: ARIZONA’S 
ARE NO $1.50, YES THE 
WORLD IS ENDING,”  @
swaqqJOURNAL (PEPRI-
KA ANN) said on Twitter.

With so many people up-
set over the Philadelphia 
“soda tax,” a considerable 
number of them seem to 
be voicing their opposition 
to it by simply not buying 
soda. It’s almost as if that 
was the Philadelphia City 
Council’s intention in im-
plementing the tax.

There is no justifiable ar-
gument suitable to attack 
Philadelphia’s “soda tax.” 
Despite its questionable 
breadth–covering sports 
and energy drinks, sug-
ar-free soda, etc.–the tax 
is in the best interest of the 
people. 

Either the city will see a 
decline in soda purchases 
that hopefully reduce obe-
sity, or there will be little 
to no change in soda pur-
chases and the city will see 
greater tax revenue for it. 

If the latter were to occur, 
Philadelphia could reap 
enormous benefits finan-
cially, assuming the city 
doesn’t funnel the excess 
tax revenue into bigger pay-
checks for public officials. 

A Reuters report pub-
lished in 2012 said stud-
ies show a growing link 
between obesity and sug-
ary soda. Obesity has been 
proven to lead to a mul-
titude of health problems 
including heart problems, 
trouble breathing, etc. 

Northern California on 
the other hand, realizes this 
statistic as it passed its own 
version of a soda tax late 
last year. But Philly stays 
cemented in ignorance. 

Some may argue that the 
government should not have 
the authority to intervene in 
the health of its people. The 
beauty of a moderately ex-
cessive consumption tax 
like Philadelphia’s is that 
the government is not di-
rectly intervening. 

The Philadelphia City 
Council has realized what 
its citizens could not: Obe-
sity is a problem that must 
be addressed. With scien-
tists now looking further 
into long-term health risks 
of obesity and parents po-
tentially outliving their 
children, it is baffling to 
contemplate why people are 
so vehemently opposed to 
their city being concerned 
with their health.

The outrage expressed 
by Philadelphians over the 
recent “soda tax” is inde-
fensible. Their whiny reac-
tion to pay more for sugary 
drinks makes them appear 
to be nothing more than a 
child begging their parents 
for a cookie that they prob-
ably shouldn’t have. 

If Americans could be as 
vocal and active about their 
health as they are about 
glorified sugar water, then 
maybe we wouldn’t need to 
have a considerable “soda 
tax” in the first place. 

Those opposed to the 
tariff on sugar water 
are blind to reason. 

KYLE BENDER
Daily Titan

‘Soda tax’ protests ignore health benefits

TITAN TOONS

CATHRYN EDWARDS / DAILY TITAN
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Rowe has missed the Ti-
tans’ last two games with a 
foot injury. Taylor said he is 
day-to-day and improving, 
but it’s unknown if he’ll be 

able to play Thursday.
After leading the Big West 

in scoring with 17.5 points 
per game, Tre’ Coggins was 
named to the Big West’s 
all-conference first team. 
Coggins additionally ranked 

16th in the conference in 
3-point percentage despite 
taking 8.3 attempts from dis-
tance per game, the most at-
tempts of any player in the 
top-20. 

Coggins is the first player 

to be named to the all-confer-
ence first team since 2012.

Lionheart Leslie was the 
final Titan player to receive 
all-conference honors. Les-
lie was given an honorable 
mention after averaging 10.1 

points per game while also 
leading the Titans’ consis-
tent contributors in assists 
per game (2.3), assist-to-turn-
over ratio (1.3) and steals per 
game (1.5).

The Titans’ honorees and 

the rest of the roster will 
put their merits on the line 
when they face Cal State 
Northridge in the first round 
of the Big West Tournament 
Thursday at 2:30 p.m. at the 
Honda Center in Anaheim.

CONTINUED FROM     1

Freshman forward Jackson Rowe earned freshman of the year honors in the Big West Conference. CSUF has now had back-to-back freshman of the year winners after Khalil Ahmad took home 
the trophy following the 2015-16 season.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

ollow us
on

Honors: Jackson rows the Titan ship
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•TUESDAY MARCH 7:
ASI Spring Farmersʼ Markets 10am to 3pm

•WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8:
TBB presents Table Tennis Tournament 6pm to 8pm, 
Jennifer Trost, soprano 8pm to 10pm

•THURSDAY, MARCH 9:
Pub Thursday Concert: RIVVRS 12pm to 1pm, TBB 
presents Pro Evolution Soccer Tournaments
5pm to 7pm

•FRIDAY, MARCH 10:
Tallgrass Gothic 8pm to 10pm, The Two Gentlemen 
of Verona 8pm to 10pm

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

Youʼre not quite sure how to bring up 
an important topic to someone you 
know well. Fortunately, you can start 
anywhere and solidify your position 
as you go; the most important step is 
the fi rst one.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Teeth gritted and focus fi xed, youʼre 
in it for the long haul. Youʼre quite 
the utilitarian today, whether itʼs 
wrapping up loose ends or fi tting 
a challenging workout into your 
schedule.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

A feeling of purpose impels you 
to stay off the couch and use your 
physical energy for the collective 
good. Action-hero Mars warms 
up in your 5th House of Fun while 
being coached by stern Saturn, 
adding a slightly serious tone to 
recreational activities.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

Youʼre happy to fi nally have a 
chance to tackle chores around the 
house, even though lingering brain 
fog is trying to pull you off course. 
Thankfully, your fi erce drive to get 
things done easily overcomes the 
fuzziness.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

The more errands that demand your 
time and attention today, the longer 
you would like to stay in bed. Noth-
ing sounds better now than walking 
through your door and melting into 
your couch like a contented cat in a 
warm beam of sunlight.

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

Getting out of your own way is 
always your choice. It may seem like 
you need to stay in the contempla-
tion phase a bit longer before shed-
ding your insecurities and stepping 
up to the plate. 

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

Your assertive nature lends itself to 
advancing with speed and force, but 
the addition of tactical prowess can 
put you at an even greater advantage. 
Your key planet Mars partners with cal-
culating Saturn, giving you the gift of 
strategy when brute force isnʼt enough.

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

You may not realize how hard 
youʼve been working until someone 
points out all your accomplishments. 
You naturally gravitate towards fl ying 
solo on a project today because too 
much input from others dilutes the 
facts.

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

Picking one direction is the hardest 
choice of the day; you wish you 
could be two places at once to dip 
your toes in more experiences. Fortu-
nately, your friends are likely to have 
more concrete plans and getting on 
board with them gives you a positive 

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Youʼre bound by your will to 
achieve today, and you can 
already hear the accolades youʼll 
receive once you prove yourself 
successful. However, a hidden 
fear of failure may tickle the back 
of your mind as the fi ckle Gemini 
Moon sneaks through your 12th 
House of Secrets.

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

Youʼre content to luxuriate in a 
sea of knowledge and drink it all 
in one sitting. Your insatiable crav-
ing for learning and experience 
drives you to throw yourself into 
an area of study.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

You are a pro at getting to the 
bottom of a mystery, willing to dig 
after everyone else gives up. Your 
loved ones may not understand 
why you wonʼt let something go.

It comes only before, it comes only after,
Rises only in darkness, but rises only in light.

It is always the same, but is yet always different

 First Letter is M  
 Last Letter is N 
 Number of Letters is 4  
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SOLUTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

HINT 1: 
HINT 2:
HINT 3:
LAST RIDDLEʼS SOLUTION: 0

ZOO ANIMALS:
WOLF, SNAKES, BUFFALO, HIPPO, CHEETAH, BOAS, WILDEBEAST, 

LION, PARROT, PANTHER, BIRDS, BOAR, TIGER, COYOTE, 
ORANGUTAN, GIRAFFE, GRIZZLY, RHINO, BEAR, HYENA
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Like our Facebook page & 
post your answer to win a prize!
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Fullerton eyes matchup with Sun Devils

Men’s golf finishes day one in third place

Following a weekend se-
ries against Houston that 
ended in a 1-1 split, No. 7 
Cal State Fullerton base-
ball travels to Arizona to 
take on the Sun Devils in 
a mid-week, two-game se-
ries at Phoenix Municipal 
Stadium. 

The Titans (5-4) post-
ed eight runs in two games 
against Houston, including 
three runs Friday against 
No. 10 MLB draft prospect 
Seth Romero.

Fullerton’s offense has 
been up and down through-
out the young season. At 
the plate, the Titans are hit-
ting .230 with a .317 on-base 
percentage. 

In the other dugout, the 
Sun Devils (6-5) have a 
.284 batting average with 
.357 on-base percentage 
heading into the series with 
Fullerton. 

Freshman Lyle Lin, the 
regular Sun Devil backstop 
who attended JSerra Catho-
lic High School in San Juan 
Capistrano, has started all 
11 games for Arizona State 
behind the plate. Lin leads 
all hitters that have at least 
10 at bats with a .435 bat-
ting average and .480 slug-
ging percentage. Lin’s .435 
batting average ranks 11th in 
the PAC-12.

Lin was drafted in the 
16th round (447th over-
all) by the Seattle Mariners 
in 2016, making him the 
only Taiwanese-born Major 
League draft pick, accord-
ing to the China Post.  

Third baseman Taylor 
Bryant leads the Titans on 
offense with a .406 batting 
average, which ranks fourth 

in the Big West Conference. 
Bryant also boasts a .688 
slugging percentage along 
with a .472 on-base per-
centage, ranking him third 
and sixth in the conference, 
respectively.

Bryant and the Titan of-
fense will face a talented 
Sun Devil pitching staff led 
by junior lefty Eli Lingos 

with a 0.89 ERA during an 
undefeated start to the sea-
son. Lingos has recorded 20 
strikeouts in 20.1 innings of 
work, ranking him sixth in 
the PAC-12 Conference. 

Fullerton has no shortage 
of firepower on the mound 
to compete with the Sun 
Devils. The probable start-
ers for the Titans are junior 

left-hander John Gavin and 
first-year transfer from Rio 
Hondo Community College 
Joe Wills. 

Gavin has been the Ti-
tans’ top starter this sea-
son. In 13.1 innings pitched 
in two appearances, Gavin 
has given up 10 hits and one 
earned run while fanning 
12 batters. His 0.67 ERA is 

third in the Big West behind 
Alex Falgadle of UC River-
side and teammate Gavin 
Velasquez.

The Titans will take on 
Arizona State Tuesday and 
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. to 
wrap up their eight-game 
road trip before returning 
to Goodwin Field Friday 
against Gonzaga. 

After two rounds on day 
one of the Sacramento State 
Intercollegiate Monday, Cal 
State Fullerton men’s golf is 
in third place out of the 14-
team field with a 12-over par 
588.

Fullerton sits 14 strokes 
behind first-place Grand 
Canyon University and four 
strokes behind Big West-op-
ponent UC Santa Barbara.

At the conclusion of round 
one, CSUF was in second 
place with a 4-over par 292. 
The Titans were not able 
to carry over their strong 
start from Monday morn-
ing into round two of the 
intercollegiate. 

The Titans came back with 
a 8-over par 296 in round 
two to fall back one spot 
heading into day two of the 
competition. 

Sophomore Jack Ireland 
led the Titans on the links 
in day one, tying for fourth 

place individually with a 
1-under par 143 in two rounds 
of action. Ireland started the 
tournament with a 1-under 
par outing on the front nine 
while sinking a birdie on the 
fifth hole. 

Throughout the 36 holes 
played on day one, Ireland 
finished with a bogey on just 
four of them. Three of the 
four bogeys Ireland shot were 
on the back nine in the sec-
ond round. Ireland was able 
to overcome his mistakes and 
limit his score to a 1-over par 
with two birdies through the 
last nine holes. 

Ireland’s score of 143 keeps 
him within striking distance 
of the leading score of 140 
going into the third and final 
round of the competition. 

Freshman Ty Stites was 
second on the Titans with a 
3-over par 147 leaving him 
tied for seventh place after 
two rounds. Stites improved 
his stroke as the day went on, 
finishing the second round 
with a 1-over par to lower his 
overall score by one stroke 
while closing the back nine 
with two birdies.

CSUF will finish the inter-
collegiate competition Tues-
day afternoon. 

No. 7 CSUF heads to 
Arizona State for a 
two-game series.

BRYANT FREESE
Daily Titan

Jack Ireland propels 
Titans to strong rank 
prior to round three.

BRYANT FREESE
Daily Titan

Second baseman Dillon Persinger attempts to tag out the base runner on a steal attempt in the Titans 4-3 victory over the NC Dinos in a exhibition game at Goodwin 
Field Feb. 21. Persinger is tied for fourth on CSUF with five RBIs and a .261 batting average.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

Sophomore Jack Ireland is tied for fourth place in the individual standings at the Sacramento State Intercollegiate after two rounds of 
competition. Ireland shot a 1-under par 143 on day one. 

MATT BROWN / CAL STATE FULLERTON SPORTS MEDIA
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