
CSUF women’s basketball Head Coach Daron Park parted ways with the program following numerous allegations of unprofessional conduct from his former players. In his four years at the 
helm, Park finished with an overall record of 32-89, but over the last two seasons, more players have left the program than the team has won games. 
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Former Fullerton Police 
officer Timothy Gibert faces 
felony charges of conspiracy 
to commit a crime and grand 
theft by embezzlement, court 
records show.

Timothy Gibert and two 
others were charged for tak-
ing over $950 in money and 
personal property from a 
Home Depot, court records 
show.

Timothy Gibert’s employ-
ment with the Fullerton Po-
lice Department ended on 
Feb. 8, said Fullerton Po-
lice Department Public 
Information Officer 
Sgt. Jon Radus in 
an email. Tim-
othy Gibert 
left the de-
partment 
of his 
“own 
vo-

lition,” said Fullerton Inter-
im Chief of Police David 
Hinig.

Hinig said he could not 
further discuss “any matter 
pertaining to a current or for-
mer employee of the police 
department.”

Timothy Gibert, 29, along 
with Devynne Gibert, 22, 
and Lauren Delatorre, 20, 
were all charged for the 
same crimes on Jan. 6, 
court records show. 
The case was 
filed by the San 
Bernardino 
D i s t r i c t 
A t t o r -
ney’s 

Office March 2.

University Police escorted 
three pro-Trump demonstra-
tors from campus Thursday 
afternoon to “ensure their 
safety” after political debate 
became “boisterous” be-
tween the group and nearly 
100 students.

“I came here to be 

purposely provocative,” said 
Nicholas Andrew Taurus, 
a Cal State Fullerton alum-
nus and member of Amer-
icans for Trump. “The cli-
mate against free speech is 
so prevalent here.” 
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‘Tallgrass Gothic’ is chilling and twisted
The CSUF Hall-
berg Theatre 
plays host to 
a production 
that embraces 
its dark roots 
and heavy 
themes. Opinion 5

Quality of air lacks any true protection
Those in a place 
of power need to 
address polluted 
environments. 
If not regulated 
there will be 
devastating 
consequences. Sports 8

Fullerton baseball wins weekend series
The Titans 
improve their 
record to 9-5 
overall after 
defeating the 
Gonzaga Bull-
dogs twice at 
Goodwin Field.

HEAD COACH OUT AFTER TURBULENT TENURE 

Former officer charged

Students provoked

Cal State Fullerton bought 
out the contract of its wom-
en’s basketball head coach 
amid numerous allegations 
of unprofessional conduct 
from his former players.

Daron Park’s exit came 
less than 72 hours after the 
Daily Titan contacted him 
and the athletic department 

for comment about his treat-
ment of players. 

Eight former players talk-
ed to the Daily Titan in re-
cent days detailing allega-
tions, including threats to 
take away scholarships and 
verbal abuse.

Saturday, the athletic de-
partment announced that 

Park was “stepping down” 
from the team and that the 
two sides “mutually decided 
to part ways.”

One of Park’s former play-
ers said phrasing his depar-
ture as “stepping down” was 
letting him off too easy. 

“I think it’s a huge cop 
out,” said former CSUF 
women’s basketball play-
er Jessica Palmer. “It’s all, 
excuse my language, but 
bulls***.”

Park finished with an 
overall record of 32-89 over 
four seasons in his first stint 
as an NCAA head coach 
and had one year remaining 
on his contract.

His departure came less 
than two weeks after the 
Daily Titan reported lead-
ing scorer Iman Lathan 
had left the team, the latest 
member of an exodus that 
has seen more players leave 
the Titans than the team has 
won games over the last two 
seasons.

The athletic department 
was informed of the dys-
function in the women’s 
basketball program at least 
a year ago, according to an 
email obtained by the Daily 
Titan. Former player Kari-
ma Gabriel sent an email 
to Senior Associate Athlet-
ic Director Steve DiTolla in 

April 2016 informing him 
of her concerns for her for-
mer teammates under Park’s 
leadership.

“As you may recall from 
our conversation during 
my exit meeting, I chose to 
leave the program due to 
personal reasons. Though 
this was true, I omitted my 
distaste with Coach Park’s 
conduct toward players 
and staff out of respect for 
the opportunity I had re-
ceived and the commitment 
to a program that I did not 
keep,” Gabriel wrote in an 
email obtained by the Daily 
Titan. “I find it imperative 
that administrative attention 

is paid to this matter.” 
“Opportunity” and un-

kept commitment were not 
the only reasons players 
were afraid to speak up.

“He would indirectly 
threaten and say, ‘There’s 
a lot of people out there 
who want scholarships’ and 
‘I got coaches here who 
can recruit, so we can find 
somebody, if you don’t want 
to do it, we can find some-
body else who does want 
to do it.’ He would say stuff 
like that all the time,” said 
former Titans forward Xava 
Grooms.

Athletic department and Daron Park agree 
on buyout after former players allege 
unprofessional conduct by coach.

BRYANT FREESE
Daily Titan

Timothy Gibert faces 
felony embezzlement, 
conspiracy charges.
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Members of the group Americans for Trump gathered at Titan Walk Thursday and held signs 
supporting the president’s immigration policies and expressing anti-Islam sentiments.
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Americans for Trump 
escorted off campus to 
“ensure their safety.”

ASHLYN RAMIREZ
Daily Titan
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The group carried signs that 
read phrases like “Islam is rape 
culture” and “Mohammad is a 
terrorist,” which drew criticism 
from students who stopped to 
listen. Wearing “Make Amer-
ica Great Again” hats, Laguna 
Hills residents Nicholas Taurus 
and his father Marcae Taurus 
argued with bystanders to the 
point of a shouting match.

Americans for Trump mem-
bers reserved a table at Titan 
Walk from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
meaning that both Student Life 
and Leadership (SLL) and Uni-
versity Police had prior notice 
about Thursday’s demonstra-
tion, said University Police 
Capt. Scot Willey.

The event grew hostile with 
both students and protest-
ers expressing their views on 
President Donald Trump’s im-
migration policies. Two sepa-
rate scuffles occurred between 
Nicholas Taurus and other 
students but Willey said no-
body was physically hurt or 
arrested.

First-year criminal justice 
major Andy Jacobo, who was 
involved in the first scuffle, said 
he got involved to stand up for 
his family. 

“I’m not going to sit here and 
let some dumba** like this tell 
me what I have to believe in–
what his morals are,” Jacobo 
said. “I think this is beautiful to 
see right now, everybody get-
ting together united as one and 
we’re all standing for one thing: 
against these guys.”

Jake Wascher, a freshman 
theater major, said that he be-
came involved in the incident 
because he no longer wanted 
to hear propaganda from the 
group without being able to 
speak.

“One of the protesters called 
a man of (a certain) race a name 
I’m not going to repeat, which 
caused a scuffle,” Wascher said. 
“Give us a healthy debate in-
stead of one that almost caused 
a fight.”

The incident was quick-
ly broken up by SLL and the 
demonstration moved into the 

Quad around noon. A second 
incident broke out around 12:30 
p.m. between CSUF student 
Mohammad Gazaz and Nicho-
las Taurus. Two officers, a by-
stander and SLL broke up the 
fight. 

“It’s not like a peaceful pro-
test,” Gazaz said. “I said leave 
and f*** off. They are not wel-
come here.”

Nicholas Taurus said he 
thought all the issues his group 
was addressing made “valid 
points” for being weary of Is-
lam, citing Islamic immigra-
tion to Western Europe and 
what he said is a corresponding 
increase in sexual assault and 
rape. 

“They haven’t taken the time 
to listen to anything, they’re 
just getting mad,” Marcae Tau-
rus said.

However, both Nicholas and 
Marcae Taurus said after the 
demonstration that they were 
happy the discourse got stu-
dents involved in one way or 
another because their group’s 
intent was to be vocal about 
why they support and voted for 
Trump. They said they would 
consider coming back to CSUF 
in the future and are also plan-
ning to visit other colleges.

“If I can make this explicit-
ly clear, we were there because 
of the incident that happened 
on the 8th (of February) where 
a professor and a student got in 
an altercation for the student’s 
political beliefs,” Nicholas Tau-
rus said after the demonstra-
tion, referring to an altercation 
between the CSUF College Re-
publicans club and anthropolo-
gy lecturer Eric Canin during 
a counter-protest to a No-Ban-
No-Wall march.

CSUF College Republicans 
club President Chris Boyle and 
Young Americans for Liber-
ty President Aaron Van Meter 
Jones said their groups were not 
involved with the Americans 
for Trump demonstration.

“They have some signs that 
are critical of Islam in ways that 
I do not consider appropriate,” 
Boyle said. “It is always appro-
priate to be critical of things, 
I mean free speech is import-
ant and I support their right of 
speech but I do not think the 
way they are criticizing (Islam) 
is an accurate reflection of the 
way that my club thinks.”

Complaints made to the 
dispatch line concerning dis-
like for the demonstrator’s 
message were directed to the 

university’s free speech policy, 
Willey said. 

“I think this is really what 
higher ed is all about in terms 
of the exchange of differing 
ideas and different perspec-
tives,” said CSUF Chief Com-
munications Officer Jeffrey 
Cook. “I think a lot of the stu-
dent affairs professionals here, 
as well as the law enforcement 
professionals, are just trying to 
make sure that there’s a safe en-
vironment for that exchange, 
and so far, I think that has been 
upheld.”

While many students were 
angry over the demonstration, 
Willey said the crowds and dis-
course were typical of other 
demonstrations that occur on 
campus, using student engage-
ment with religious preachers 
as an example.

“I think it was a good ex-
change of ideas, whether they 
agreed with each other’s side or 
not,” Willey said. “I saw them 
shaking hands with a couple of 
the people they were debating 
most of the time and that was 
good to see.”

Kyle Bender and Sarah 
Wolstoncroft contributed to 
this report.
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It is Daily Titan policy to correct factual errors 
printed in the publication. Corrections will be 

published on the subsequent issue after an error 
is discovered and will appear on page 2. Errors on 
the Opinion page will be corrected on that page. 

Corrections will also be made to the online  
version of the article.  

Please contact Editor-in-Chief Hayley M. Slye at 
(657) 278-5815 or at  

editorinchief@dailytitan.com to report any errors.
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All three charged are listed 
at the same address and could 
not be reached for comment. 
Court records show the trio is 
set to be arraigned April 11 at 
8 a.m. at Victorville Superior 
Court.

The Home Depot involved 
is located in Apple Valley, 
said San Bernardino District 
Attorney Public Affairs offi-
cer Chris Lee.

Court records show Dela-
torre was the Home Depot 
employee involved, among 
other persons who have not 
been identified.

 From Oct. 3 to Dec. 22, 
2016, the Giberts made eight 
transactions where they paid 
“less than retail price,” some 
of which included voided 
items, the records state.

Devynne Gibert and De-
latorre also entered anoth-
er Home Depot on Dec. 20 

and “returned for store cred-
it an item taken under a void-
ed transaction,” court records 
show.

Timothy Gibert worked at 
the Fullerton Police Depart-
ment for about seven years, 

Hinig said.
Timothy Gibert was recog-

nized in April 2015 by Fuller-
ton City Council and honored 
by Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving (MADD) for mak-
ing 117 DUI arrests, in 2014, 

the fourth highest in Orange 
County that year, according 
to Behind the Badge FPD.

 Micah Augimeri-Lee and 
Priscilla Bui contributed to 
this report.

Police: Gibert turns in badge

Former Fullerton Police officer Timothy Gibert (right) was previously recognized for DUI arrests 
according to Behind the Badge FPD.

COURTESY OF BEHIND THE BADGE FPD

CONTINUED FROM     1

Trump: ‘Boisterous’ crowd
Nearly 100 students circled pro-Trump demonstrators during Thursday’s event on Titan Walk. Students expressed their concerns 
about the group’s stance on immigration, which called for deporting illegal aliens and keeping jobs in America.
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CONTINUED FROM     1

Marcae Taurus said the intent of his group was to provoke students into discussion about Trump’s 
policies. He said he wanted to express why the policies make sense and to show support for Trump.

BAILEY CARPENTER  / DAILY TITAN
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Two officers in red pad-
ded suits mimicking poten-
tial attackers approached a 
female student from behind 
as she pretended to be at an 
ATM machine. When the 
officers decided that she was 
“taking too long,” they “at-
tacked” her. Without hesi-
tation, she yelled “No! Stay 
Back!” as she used some 
of the defensive moves she 
learned in the Rape Aggres-
sion Defense (RAD) class 
until she managed to get 
away. 

CSUF University Police 
began its RAD classes for 
the semester Feb. 24. The 
classes aim to provide wom-
en with the tools to defend 
themselves if they are faced 
with a potential assault.

The informational book-
lets handed out at the class-
es included the mantra, “I 
am prepared, I am capable, 
and I will survive no matter 
what!”

The course is broken into 
three segments, held on con-
secutive Fridays. The four-
hour classes are offered ex-
clusively to women. The 
next classes are set to be 
held in September, accord-
ing to the University Police 
website.

The first class provided 
insight into different types 
of assault and how to de-
fend oneself against them. 
Participants learned how 
to block a punch and ways 
to position their bodies de-
pending on which type they 
were facing. On the second 
Friday, participants learned 
multiple kicks and how to 
break free from an attack-
er who attempts to restrain 

them.
The last class on March 

10 put the students’ new 
skills into action by allow-
ing participants to prac-
tice defensive moves on of-
ficers dressed in padded 
suits. Some of the scenar-
ios they faced included in-
stances in which an attack-
er approached while they 
were walking alone or oc-
cupied by a task. The wom-
en also practiced defending 
themselves against multiple 
attackers.

Officers taught the wom-
en that because each situa-
tion is so different, there is 
not one sure way to prevent 
these types of crimes.

“Nobody deserves to be 
a victim,” said Universi-
ty Police Cpl. Jose Rosales, 
the main instructor for the 
classes.

The FBI projects that 1 
in 3 women will experience 
sexual assault in their life-
time, which occurs every 
two minutes in the Unit-
ed States, according to the 
booklet. It also said that 
“one forcible rape occurs 
every seven minutes” in the 
United States, although it is 
estimated that 90 percent of 
rapes go unreported. 

“Rape affects all people, 
no matter what their age, 
race or economic status. It 
is one of the most rapidly 
growing crimes in Amer-
ican society,” the booklet 
reads.

Officers during training 
emphasized the importance 
of a woman’s voice during 
a potential attack because it 
can alert other people, proj-
ect confidence that may de-
ter an attacker and provide 
an initial distraction that 
can allow them time to get 
away.

CSUF alumna Laila Mos-
sadak said she took the RAD 
classes because she wanted 
to learn how to be aware of 
her surroundings and what 

to do in a bad situation.
“I didn’t understand the 

power of using your voice 
and now when all of these 
simulations happen and you 
just feel that energy building 
inside of you, you know that 
it has power and you have 
power to get people’s atten-
tion. That’s what’s going to 
get you help and that’s hope-
fully what’s going to bring 
you out of a bad situation,” 
Mossadak said. 

After the final class, Mos-
sadak said she felt really 
good and more confident in 
herself. She said she liked 
going through the scenari-
os and would be interested 
in participating in the final 
class again in the future.

RAD is a nationwide 
program that costs $25 for 
the series of classes. Once 

someone pays to attend the 
classes, they are allowed to 
come back to participate in 
future classes at any loca-
tion for free. 

Officer Kyle Millard said 
the CSUF RAD classes are 
available not only to stu-
dents, but anyone that is in-
terested. Friends and fami-
ly are encouraged to attend, 
and they hope to increase 
the number of participants 
so they can increase the 
number of classes they hold. 
Miller said it is important to 
be prepared and not wait for 
something to happen. 

“It’s definitely nice to see 
that (participants) feel a lot 
more confident and they can 
go after someone and not just 
be a victim. They can be the 
aggressor if someone is at-
tacking them,” Millard said. 

University Police offer 
three-day training to 
reduce assault risk.

ADRIANA HYMOVITZ
Daily Titan

RAD classes teach women self-defense

Keynote speaker Adam 
Summers described how 
science and art intertwine 
to create the lifelike move-
ments behind some of Dis-
ney Pixar’s most famous an-
imated films at the Natural 
Science and Mathematics 
(NSM) Inter-Club Council 
Symposium Thursday.

Summers, a professor of 
biology at the University 
of Washington, was a con-
sultant for “Finding Nemo” 
and “Finding Dory,” where 
he said the animation of the 
characters was improved by 
integrating concepts from 
biology.

“One of my jobs was a 
couple times a week to leave 
my lab and wander over to 
Emeryville (location of Pix-
ar studios) and just stroll 
through the hallways, look-
ing at what people were do-
ing,” Summers said.

In these visits, Summers 
said he realized one biolog-
ical inaccuracy that Pixar 
had to let slide to make the 
animation work. Bruce, a 
male shark, does not have 
the claspers “for internal fer-
tilization” in the film, that 
all male sharks have. 

Summers said animators 
showed him the fault in the 
scene of “Finding Nemo” 
where Bruce chats with two 
little fish and then turns 
around and swims away.

“In order for a great white 
shark, that’s that frame fill-
ing, to turn around in the 
width of the screen, that 
shark has to be dang near 
spherical,” Summers said. 
“When you add claspers to a 
spherical shark and make it 
spin 180 degrees, all you see 
are these two giant umbrel-
las waving around.”

Summers, donning hik-
ing shoes, cargo shorts and 
a Hawaiian shirt, also spoke 
about the origins of a patent 
he has with CSUF assistant 
professor of biological sci-
ences Misty Paig-Tran. Sum-
mers was Paig-Tran’s gradu-
ate advisor.

The patent is for a 
non-clogging filter to mim-
ic manta rays, which helps 
them study how the rays eat 
particles that are so small, 
Summers said.

Summers said he ob-
served that manta rays nat-
urally filter the sea “with-
out any drag.” He said that 
unless you can see their 
mouths in action, you would 
not know they were eating 
because water is not visibly 

displaced. 
“That is a zero-pressure 

drop filter in action,” Sum-
mers said.

Summers also discussed 
using computerized tomog-
raphy (CT) scans on dead 
fish to learn about their 
body functions. He said this 
data can be used for com-
mercial purposes or in other 
innovative ways.

“We’ve got 1,240 species 
scanned as of last week,” 
Summers said. “Everything 
we scan comes from a natu-

ral history museum. One of 
the most important tenets of 
the kind of work I do is you 
need to be able to go back to 
the actual specimen. That is 
absolutely key.”

The keynote speech was 
the headline event for the 

three-day NSM symposium 
which is focused on stu-
dent work and research from 
NSM students.

Sean Zulueta, biology ma-
jor and chair of the NSM In-
ter-Club Council, noted the 
importance of the sympo-
sium for students.

“A challenge any scientist 
faces when presenting their 
work is creating a story with 
the act of attracting an audi-
ence and keeping that audi-
ence engaged,” Zulueta said. 
“This is one of the reasons 
why we host the sympo-
sium, the symposium allows 
the students the opportunity 
to tell their story and show 
the CSUF community what 
they’re doing and what the 
real-world implications are 

in their research.” 
Paig-Tran said she sees the 

commitment from CSUF to 
support NSM students from 
her perspective as a faculty 
member.

“CSUF is really an amaz-
ing place to support student 
research and those of you 
who haven’t traveled around 
to other universities might 
not actually realize how 
special we really are,” Paig-
Tran said. “I’ve been associ-
ated with six universities in 
my academic career, start-
ing from community col-
leges all the way up to the 
University of Washington 
and beyond, and absolutely 
hands down, this is the one 
university that really sup-
ports its students.” 

‘Finding Nemo’ consultant opens symposium
Professor discussed 
connection between 
art and science.

DANIEL INGA
Daily Titan

ADAM SUMMERS
University of Washington biology professor

     One of the most important tenets of the 
kind of work I do is you need to be able 
to go back to the actual specimen. That is 
absolutely key.

““

University of Washington biology professor Adam Summers, who has consulted for Disney Pixar’s “Finding Nemo” and “Finding Dory,” was the keynote speaker 
for the Natural Science and Mathematics Inter-Club Council Symposium Thursday, which aimed to support student work and research.
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University Police Cpl. Jose Rosales puts Cpl. Thomas Perez into a chokehold to demonstrate to students at the Rape Aggression 
Defense class how to escape from the strangulation attempt. The women practiced these maneuvers with one another.

ADRIANA HYMOVITZ / DAILY TITAN

University Police officer Katie Cappuccio (center) prepares RAD 
participants for scenarios in which they could potentially be attacked.

ADRIANA HYMOVITZ / DAILY TITAN



“Tallgrass Gothic” is 
an engrossing nightmare 
where the terrors stem from 
humanity’s basic desires: 
the need for sexual gratifi-
cation and companionship 
even in the face of abuse 
and neglect. It is not a play 
for the squeamish, with re-
peated displays of sexu-
al violence that can bor-
der on exploitative, but the 
play’s stunning production 
work and exceptional per-
formances make it a chill-
ing night at the Hallberg 
Theatre.  

The staging of the play 
employs a visual creativity 
that is rare to see in a col-
lege production. Even as 
the main character’s engage 
in unspeakable acts center-
stage, the rest of the cast 
can be found in corners of 
the theatre-in-the-round 
stage, going about their ev-
eryday business. 

In one scene, the sound of 
rainfall can be heard over 
the speakers as each char-
acter onstage wraps blan-
kets around themselves for 
warmth. It is a layered visu-
al landscape and an excel-
lent way to give each mem-
ber of the cast something 
to do even when they ar-
en’t the center of attention. 
There is always something 
interesting to look at, even 
beyond the primary drama 
that unfolds.

“Gothic” finds a way to 
make the story of a woman 
who loses her dignity with-
in the eyes of those around 
her palpable to a student 

body. It immediately trans-
ports the audience into an-
other time in Oklahoma, 
where a loving affair on the 
side of an abusive relation-
ship can paint a woman as 
the cheapest sort of sinner.

Sexuality, whether it be 
for love, desperation or 
dominance, is at the core of 
“Gothic’s” themes. 

The ensemble cast, made 
up entirely of MFA grad-
uate students, gives per-
formances that are worthy 
of professional standing. 
Though the play is often 
overwhelmed with bleak 
and terrible visions, from 
grounded to poetically 
gothic, the performances 
give each character an un-
derlying humanity. 

Even Tin, portrayed by 
Miguel Torres, who de-
clares he becomes aroused 
by the look of fear in his 
wife’s eyes, feels like a real 
person instead of a one-di-
mensional villain. He is 
a terrible person, but not 
without his own twisted 
humanity. It is often chal-
lenging to find nuance in a 
character with few redeem-
ing qualities, but Torres 
transitions from soft-spo-
ken speeches to belligerent 
tirades so earnestly that it 
makes him a particularly 
fascinating watch.

However, the real power-
house performance is that 
of Laura, played by Shellie 
Sterling. Refusing to play 
only upon the victimhood 
of her role, Sterling strikes 
the perfect balance between 
vulnerability and defiance. 
Time and time again, her 
body is used for the plea-
sure and ego-stroking of 
others, but she still attempts 
to seek out hope for a better 
life. This better life requires 
that she makes some deplor-
able decisions of her own, 

which gives Sterling the 
groundwork for a multi-fac-
eted performance.

The rest of the cast is ad-
mirable, a standout being 
Laura’s best friend Mary 
(played by Tina A. Burkhal-
ter) who brings much-need-
ed comedic relief and out-
side insight to Laura’s many 
conflicts. 

From a purely visu-
al standpoint, “Tallgrass 
Gothic” is an absolute joy 
to look at. The red lights 

emanating from the play’s 
lanterns set the tone for 
the production’s decided-
ly more gothic elements, 
while a yellow glow spreads 
across the stage whenev-
er life is not at its absolute 
worst. Often, as Laura dives 
into her own personal hell, 
the stage will go dark with 
only a few harsh lights to il-
luminate the figures. Shad-
ows are cast from the actors 
in a way that is both theat-
rical and striking. At one 

moment toward the story’s 
climax, the shadows were 
so prominent that they were 
practically characters in 
themselves. 

The last words in a play 
are sometimes the most im-
portant, as they function as 
a parting message to those 
who are leaving the theatre. 
In “Tallgrass Gothic,” the 
last words heard are said 
with such nonchalant sor-
row as to make one think 
on it long after leaving the 

theater. There is no clear 
lesson to be garnered from 
any of the characters, other 
than how humanity is often 
far more twisted at its core 
than simple generalizations 
can allow. The nightmare 
that unfolds can hit very 
close to home, especially in 
a culture that is still quick 
to judge a woman based on 
their perceived loyalties to 
societal norms. It’s a time-
ly kind of nightmare that is, 
sadly, timeless.

PAGE 4
MARCH 13, 2017 MONDAY A&E

 VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM/AEFOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN

‘Gothic’ offers haunting performances

‘Skull Island’ not one of  the better ‘Kong’ films

CSUF Hallberg Theatre 
hosts play about 
abuse and isolation.

KALEB STEWART
Daily Titan

“Tallgrass Gothic” features strong performances by the entire ensemble cast, which includes Wyn Moreno (right), Shellie Sterling (middle) and 
Joshua Johnson (left). They admirably embodied heavy themes of sexual abuse and isolation in a manner both impressive and professional.

COURTESY OF CSUF DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE AND DANCE

“King Kong” first ap-
peared on screens in 1933, 
and has since occupied them 
from one iteration to an-
other for the next 80 years. 
Some of the movies are 
great. Other are worries of 
ridicule. While some reach 
the heights of Kong upon 
The Empire State Building, 
“Kong: Skull Island” never 
reaches it. It is on the medi-
ocre side, remains an enter-
taining movie.

The very best monster 
films have always been 
about a man-versus-monster 
scenario and what represents 
true humanity as opposed to 
monstrosities. “Skull Island” 
makes an attempt to do this, 
but it feels forced in for the 
sake of leading the audi-
ence along to the action. The 
characters themselves are 
built to be cliches, hoping 
that it doesn’t need to spend 
time developing the charac-
ters within it. As a result, the 

characters are one-dimen-
sional and come across as 
funny, giving their motiva-
tions and sacrifices no emo-
tional weight.

The same government 
agency, called Monarch, 
which appeared in 2014’s 
“Godzilla,” also appears in 
“Skull Island.” The agency 
believes that giant monsters 
that once owned the Earth 
reside on an island new-
ly discovered by satellites 
created for the Cold War. 
Monarch is led by members 
Bill Randa (played by John 
Goodman) and his right-
hand man Houston Brooks 
(played by Corey Hawkins), 
who assembles a team for 
the expedition. 

One of the recruits they 
gather is soldier Preston 
Packard (Samuel L. Jack-
son), who is distraught at the 
notion of leaving a war that 
America was involved with. 
The rest of the group is com-
prised of scientists (there for 
comedic purposes), a tracker 
named James Conrad (Tom 
Hiddleston) and photogra-
pher Mason Weaver (Brie 
Larson). The viewer must as-
sume Weaver is there only to 
take pictures for the group, 
but why they would want a 

civilian on such a mission is 
never explained.  

The rest of the charac-
ters follow the two groups 
and leave the audience won-
dering who will be eaten or 
crushed. Of course, it plays 
out with generic one-liners 
and giant monster attacks.

The most blatant and dis-
respectful way the movie 
creates its two-dimension-
al premise is by using ideas 
from classic Vietnam based 
movies. “Skull Island” uses 
similar music, camera an-
gles and character types but 
it doesn’t work as it lacks 
the political and moral ques-
tions that make “Apocalypse 
Now,” “Full Metal Jacket” 
and “Platoon” great movies. 
Trying to play off such mov-
ies ultimately hurts “Skull 
Island” because it lacks the 
impact that it aims for.

The greatest “King Kong” 
movies explore the man-ver-
sus-monster scenario, but 
this film barely touches on 
the theme. It requires the 
audience to already know 
who the real monster is. The 
characters are so obvious 
that there isn’t a question on 
who the villains are.

The movie isn’t complete-
ly horrible if people are just 

looking for some giant mon-
ster battles. “Skull Island” 
has them in spades. The 
fights are fun and exciting 
but besides that, the mov-
ie doesn’t have much else to 
offer.

Ultimately, the tragic rea-
son this movie fails to make 
the bar is that Legendary 
Pictures made it without 
questioning “why.” When 
Peter Jackson remade “King 
Kong” in 2005, it was done 
with respect for the original, 
coupled with modern special 
effects and well-developed 
characterization. “Kong: 
Skull Island” was made 
merely to sell tickets to those 
that want to see a monster 
slugfest and to edge closer to 
“Godzilla vs. Kong.”

Viewers looking for an 
action movie that involves 
giant apes fighting other gi-
ant things, then the movie is 
sure to entertain. If audience 
members enjoyed the 1933 
classic or the 2005 remake, 
this will probably leave them 
wanting more. Regardless, 
since it is unlikely a studio 
will pick up and run with a 
“Mighty Joe Young” remake 
this year, “Kong” will be the 
world’s greatest giant ape 
movie of 2017.

Derivative monster 
film lacks humanity of 
the original story.

KEVIN LEY
Daily Titan

“Kong: Skull Island” takes audiences on a familiar action-packed 
journey void of captivating characters or plot.

COURTESY OF LEGENDARY PICTURES

@theDailyTitan
follow us
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Women’s History Month 
is an important time to rec-
ognize the impact of wom-
en’s contributions in history, 
especially from the feminist 
movement. The relevance 
of feminism, especially in 
such a tumultuous political 

climate, is an extremely im-
portant step toward achiev-
ing equality in society. 

While the feminist move-
ment is progressive, there are 
aspects of mainstream femi-
nism that dismiss minorities 
and their experiences. 

White feminism refers to 
prioritizing the experiences 
and voices of women that fit 
under a narrow identity and 
silences women that don’t 
fall within those categories.   

The March 8 women’s 
strike, organized by the 
same group that made the 
Jan. 21 Women’s March on 
Washington a reality, aimed 
to recognize women’s val-
ue in the workforce. Howev-
er, there were concerns the 
strike alienated the women it 
was meant to represent.  

While the concept itself 
was honorable, many women 

who have low-wage or un-
paid work cannot afford to 
lose a day to strike for wom-
en’s equality in the work 
force. 

“This feels very much 
like a protest of the privi-
leged—and frankly, unre-
alistic,” said Maureen Shaw 
of Quartz, an online news 
publication.

White feminism is not a 
new concept, it goes all the 
way back to the roots of the 
feminist movement. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
leader of the American Suf-
fragette Movement back in 
the 1900s, made it known 
that she wasn’t happy that 
“degraded black men” could 
vote instead of the white 
women she fought vehe-
mently for, according to 
NPR. During a 1913 suffrage 
parade in Washington, D.C., 

march organizers forced 
black women to march at 
the end of the parade while 
white marchers remained in 
front, according to Wesleyan 
University.  

While this blatant divide 
has somewhat disappeared in 
today’s feminist culture, sub-
tle oppression still exists. 

The “angry black wom-
an” stigma is used to invali-
date black women’s opinions 
and emotions, especially 
within feminism. Black fe-
male celebrities like Be-
yonce and Nicki Minaj are 
constantly criticized and at-
tacked for speaking out on 
issues that impact the black 
community. 

In Beyonce’s “Forma-
tion” video, she highlight-
ed the police’s inhumane 
acts toward people of color, 
but white feminists failed to 

understand this social com-
mentary and focused on 
her lack of inclusivity of all 
women. 

Black women are not the 
only minorities that are be-
ing dismissed by white fem-
inist. The struggles faced 
by Muslim women are also 
pushed aside by white femi-
nist ideals.

Western countries like 
France have banned the hi-
jab in an attempt to liberate 
Muslim women from their 
oppression. In Western so-
ciety, where freedom of ex-
pression is valued, it is hyp-
ocritical to limit a Muslim 
woman’s choice to express 
themselves.   

It is important for people 
to take time to listen to the 
experiences of minorities 
and understand their stance. 
When minority women 

speak about white, cisgen-
dered, privileged women, it 
is not a personal attack. It is 
meant to shed light on how 
some aspects of mainstream 
feminism exclude them from 
the narrative.

“Expecting all women to 
band together and support 
each other means listening 
to other women’s issues and 
opinions too, not just ex-
pecting support for things 
that affect your life,” said 
MTV UK columnist Gemma 
Styles.  

The struggles of minori-
ty women are too often dis-
missed and deafened by 
the majority’s mainstream 
views. It is important to not 
only to take time to listen, 
but to allow minorities to 
speak out for themselves in 
order to strive for a true fem-
inist movement.    

Equality means being 
understanding of 
diverse problems too. 

ATHENA SOBHAN
Daily Titan

White feminism sorely lacks true inclusivity

Climate safety up in the air  

A 2017 report by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
found that more than 1 in 4 
deaths of children under the 
age of 5 are related to air pol-
lution. With 1.7 million chil-
dren dying each year from un-
der-regulated proliferation of 
hazardous chemicals into the 
air, according to WHO, world 
leaders need to come together to 
fight this travesty seeing as the 
U.S. regime is ignorant to this 
epidemic. 

The fact that there are still 
children dying from respirato-
ry issues and other avoidable 

health problems in 2017 is both 
frustrating and problematic. 
Still, it’s doubtful the Trump 
administration will do anything 
to combat the unhealthy envi-
ronmental issue. 

It’s not a difficult associa-
tion to make that polluted air 
is deadly for young developing 
children. 

President Donald J. Trump 
doesn’t have a plan to reduce 
America’s carbon footprint–in 
fact he will make it larger with 
promises of drilling oil and 
bringing back archaic energy 
sources, like coal.

“Coal is the absolute dirtiest 
of all energy sources and the 
greatest contributor to glob-
al warming. Coal-fired power 
plants are responsible for over 
83 percent of the CO2 pollution 
since 1990 and have the high-
est ratio of CO2 output per unit 
of electricity out of all the fos-
sil fuels,” according to Green 
America. 

In 2016, 5.5 million people 
died from air pollution, ac-
cording to Time. A 2016 press 
release from WHO found that 
at least 12.6 million people die 
annually from living in an un-
safe environment. 

It’s pretty well-known what 
breathing in a mine will do to 
somebody. There is a reason 
why fossil fuel jobs need to be-
come a thing of the past. But re-
versing former President Barack 
Obama’s regulation restricting 
coal companies dumping debris 
and waste into streams in the 
name of saving jobs seems to be 
Trump’s chief duty. Instead of 
saving lives, he wants jobs. 

As one of the largest first-
world countries, America is set-
ting a horrible example on how 
to prevent and combat unhealthy 
environmental conditions. This 
precedent to favor business over 
citizens translates to the way 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is being handled 
by the administration. 

Under Trump’s choice to head 
the EPA, Scott Pruitt, air qual-
ity is bound to change and not 
for the better. A budget propos-
al for the EPA that leaked Mon-
day shows that the Trump ad-
ministration aims to reduce the 
EPA budget by a whopping 24 
percent, according to CNN. 

Without the EPA’s help, no 
one would have ever known 
about the massive problems 
in Flint, Mich. Flint has had 

dangerously high levels of lead 
in their water since 2015; to 
the point that it has had an ad-
verse affect on the children. 
While Flint garnered some in-
ternational attention under the 
Obama administration, it’s no 
question that it could be bur-
ied under Trump and climate 
change-denier Pruitt. 

In an era where many Repub-
lican lawmakers do not believe 
in regulations regarding cli-
mate change, something must 
be done by the public in order 
to divert attention to this vital 
issue. 

Science is science, period. 
There’s more than enough in-
formation readily available to 
support the notion that people 
are getting sick due to the un-
healthy environment around 
them, whether it be air, water or 
soil pollution, chemical expo-
sures or ultraviolet radiation.

Without anyone to keep pol-
lution in check in the U.S., en-
vironmental problems could 
leave a lasting negative impact 
on the rest of the world. And 
as a country that prides itself 
on being No. 1 in everything, it 
should start with the air its citi-
zens breathe. 

Trump’s environmental 
ignorance is deadly for 
the US population.  

ASHLYN RAMIREZ
Daily Titan
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After entering the Big 
West Conference Tourna-
ment as one of the confer-
ence’s hottest teams, Cal 
State Fullerton men’s bas-
ketball was knocked out 
of the semifinals Friday by 
UC Davis with a last-second 
bucket in overtime. 

“Obviously disappoint-
ed with the outcome, but 
most importantly, I’m proud 
of these group of guys,” 
said CSUF Head Coach 
Dedrique Taylor. “I hurt for 
them because I thought they 
played their behinds off out 
on the floor.”

The hard-fought game 
featured nine lead changes 
and 11 ties. In the end, Tre’ 
Coggins led the Titans with 
22 points, but Fullerton’s 
Achilles’ heel was its lack 
of rebounds, trailing the Ag-
gies 48-40. 

“I thought (UC Davis) 
had a huge advantage at the 
rim in terms of offensive 
rebounding,” Taylor said. 
“That was the difference in 
the game in terms of being 
able to score.”

After a strong defensive 
first-round victory against 
CSU Northridge, the Titans 
picked up right where they 
left off with a Lionheart Les-
lie steal and an easy buck-
et for the game’s opening 
score. 

It was clear that play-
ing on back-to-back nights 
didn’t hinder Fullerton’s en-
ergy level early on. Khalil 
Ahmad got the game’s 

second steal for the Titans, 
and in a later play, Leslie 
showed no fear diving into 
the Fullerton bench to keep 
the ball from bouncing out 
of bounds. 

The Aggies didn’t keep 
pace in the opening minutes 
as the Titans jumped out to a 
7-0 lead with 15:44 to play in 
the half. The Titans, howev-
er, didn’t get another bucket 
until the 13:10 mark. 

Despite the Titans only 
shooting 3-12 from the field, 
their defense frustrated the 
Aggies by limiting Davis 
to make one of its first 10 
shots. 

“Tonight you had two 
of the top three defensive 
teams on the floor,” Taylor 
said. 

The Aggies chipped away 
at Fullerton’s lead, bringing 

the game within one with 
4:40 remaining in the half. 
The two teams hit shot for 
shot in the final two minutes 
as Davis took its first lead 
of the game 20-18. The Ag-
gies added another bucket to 
make it 22-18, forcing Taylor 
to call a timeout with 1:04 
remaining. 

The Titans failed to score 
in the final minute, going 
into the locker room trailing 
24-18 at the half. 

Leslie and Ahmad led 
the Titans with six points 
each, but the team strug-
gled to score, shooting 7-31 
from the field and 1-7 from 
downtown. Although the 
Aggies weren’t much better 

on offense, Davis outscored 
the Titans in the paint 18-10. 
Coming off a 21-point game 
the previous night, lead-
ing scorer Coggins had just 
three points in 18 minutes. 

Inefficient offense contin-
ued to plague the Titans at 
the start of the second half 
as Fullerton missed its three 
opening shots. The Aggies 
capitalized on Fullerton’s in-
ept scoring, going up by nine 
points with 14:22 to go. 

The Titans respond-
ed with a 10-2 run to make 
it a 34-33 game. Fullerton 
kept it close as Ahmad and 
Coggins combined for 23 of 
Fullerton’s 37 second-half 
points. 

With 3:45 left on the 
clock, Fullerton’s Kyle All-
man hit a big shot to tie the 
game at 46. Allman was 0-8 

from the field prior to mak-
ing the shot.

The Titans fought back 
to go up 50-48 off a Leslie 
layup with 2:22 remaining, 
marking the first lead for the 
Titans since the first half. 
However, the Aggies refused 
to roll over by sinking free 
throws to go up by one. 

With just over a minute 
left in the game, the Titans 
turned to Coggins, who hit a 
clutch 3-pointer that incited 
a roar from Titan fans in the 
crowd. 

The Titans had a 53-51 
lead with 59 seconds re-
maining, but the Aggies got 
back to the line and convert-
ed the ensuing free throws 

to tie the game once again. 
Coggins took control, tak-

ing the ball to the hole and 
getting fouled. The senior 
calmly walked to the line 
and hit both free throws for 
a 55-53 lead. 

Davis answered again 
to draw even at 55 with 28 
seconds left on the clock. 
With time winding down, 
the Titans had a chance to 
win, but Ahmad’s final shot 
bounced off the side of the 
rim, sending the game into 
overtime. 

In the extra period, a Cog-
gins free throw and aggres-
sive offensive putback from 
Austen Awosika gave the Ti-
tans a 58-55 advantage. The 
Aggies sunk free throws and 
quickly answered every Ful-
lerton point with their own 
score to eventually take a 
62-61 lead.  

With 55 seconds to play, 
Coggins made a smart 
move by drawing the foul 
on a 3-point attempt. Cog-
gins once again sank all free 
throws, but Davis quick-
ly inbounded the ball and 
pushed it up the court to tie 
it at 64. 

After and an empty Ful-
lerton possession and with 
the shot clock off, the Aggies 
found themselves in position 
to win the game. Aggie’s 
Siler Schneider tried to be 
the hero, but his game-win-
ning attempt missed the rim 
entirely. However, Davis’ 
Chima Moneke was in the 
right place at the right time, 
grabbing the arrant shot and 
putting it back up right be-
fore the buzzer sounded to 
win the game. 

Although Fullerton’s tour-
nament run did not result in 
an ideal fashion, there were 
still positives to be taken 
from the season. 

“I think this group is to-
gether,” Taylor said. “And 
I think that’s the most im-
portant part of everything 
we’ve been able to accom-
plish toward a lot of part to 
the season.”  

The Aggies won 66-64, 
moved on to the champion-
ship round and defeated UC 
Irvine to win the Big West 
Tournament. 

Saturday, Leslie was con-
firmed a member of this 
year’s Big West Tournament 

All-Tournament Team. 
Although the Titans won’t 

take part in the NCAA 
Tournament,  it will play 
additional basketball in the 
College Insider Postseason 
Tournament.  

“I think when we look 
back and realize how far we 
have come, I think we’ll be 
excited about what we’ve 
done, and I think we can be 
excited about what the fu-
ture holds for this program,” 
Taylor said. 
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Titans tapped out by buzzer beater

Stellar pitching propels softball CSUF falls 
to the Beach

Men’s hoops ousted 
by eventual champs in 
Big West Tourney.

ERIC DOMINGUEZ
Daily Titan

The hottest team on 
campus was humbled Fri-
day as Cal State Fuller-
ton women’s tennis suf-
fered its first defeat of the 
season. The Titans fell to 
Long Beach State 49ers 
4-3.

“Even though we lost, 
it was good just to get in 
that situation where we 
got down 3-1 and we had 
to come back from behind 
and (potentially) win. 
And it came down to the 
last match out and for our 
player to be in that situa-
tion right now, I think it’s 
definitely going to pay off 
in the future,” said CSUF 
Head Coach Dianne Ma-
tias referring to her team 
being in losing situa-
tion for the first time this 
season.

Going into the match, 
the streaking Titans 
sported a program-best 
11-0 start to the season. 
However, Fullerton had 
not defeated Long Beach 
in 17 years, and the 49ers 
extended their all-time 
series lead further to 23-0 
with Friday’s victory over 
the Titans.

Alexis Valenzuela, the 
reigning Big West Wom-
en’s Tennis Athlete of the 
Week for the fifth time in 
her career, was also unde-
feated before the match, 
boasting a 9-0 record in 
singles action. Despite a 
solid effort, she was up-
ended by 49er Maeva 
Razakasoa 6-4, 6-1.

No. 3-seeded Kar-
la Portalatin and No. 
6-seeded Danielle Pham 
were the only Titans to 
pick up a win in singles 
play, defeating Maren 

Helgo 6-4, 3-6, 6-0 and 
Laura Eales 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 
respectively.

Compared to singles, 
the Titans put togeth-
er a much better perfor-
mance in doubles com-
petition marking the 11th 
time this season Fuller-
ton captured the doubles 
point. The match featur-
ing the dynamic duo of 
Valenzuela and Camille 
De Leon was left unfin-
ished because the doubles 
point had already been 
decided. 

The pairs of Sar-
ah Nuno and Portalatin 
and Masako Makiba and 
Pham each handed their 
opponents a 6-3 loss. 
Nuno and Portalatin’s win 
over the 49ers’ pair of 
Eales and Lena Pachol-
ski improved their dou-
bles record to 10-1, which 
is on par with Valenzuela 
and De Leon’s record of 
8-1.

With its historic win-
ning streak now snapped, 
Fullerton drops to fourth 
in the Big West Confer-
ence with a 2-1 record 
and an overall record of 
11-1. Long Beach, on the 
other hand, jumps to 4-1 
in conference play, tak-
ing possession of third 
place.

Despite the loss, Matias 
said she and her team re-
main confident going for-
ward and is proud of the 
way her players have per-
formed this season.

“For us, as a team, we try 
not to really think so much 
about the records,” Matias 
said. “I mean it’s great, I’m 
definitely proud of this of 
this team and what we’ve 
accomplished the last year 
… our goal is just to keep 
getting better everyday.”

The Titans have a week 
off until they return to ac-
tion Saturday at 11 a.m. for a 
nonconference bout against 
the University of the Pacific 
at Titan Tennis Courts. 

Tennis brought back 
down to earth in first 
loss of season.

AARON VALDEZ
Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton softball 
went 3-2 in the Long Beach 
State/Fullerton Tournament, 
taking the last two games of the 
weekend and leaving them only 
one game below .500 for an 
overall record of 12-13.

“I think our pitching really 
got in a groove and that’s giv-
en our bats more confidence 
that we don’t have to come back 
from a huge deficit,” said Titans 
Head Coach Kelly Ford. 

Titans 2, Aztecs 0
Fullerton opened tournament 

play with a 2-0 win against the 
San Diego Aztecs.

Titan ace Kelsey Kessler 
threw her second straight com-
plete shutout game, allowing 
only four hits and two walks 
while striking out four. Kessler 
was able to work through nu-
merous Aztec scoring attempts, 
stranding 10 Aztecs on base en 
route to her seventh win of the 
season.

“What was really impres-
sive again was Kelsey and (Ky-
lie Padilla),” Ford said. “That 

battery is just really clicking 
right now.”

Titan batters gave Kessler 
two runs of support on a Mi-
kaela Francis RBI single and a 
Trish Parks RBI double. This 
was the first time in the past 
four games that Fullerton had 
scored more than one run.

Terriers 5, Titans 4 
CSUF dropped both games 

of a doubleheader in its second 
day of the tournament, falling 
against Boston University and 
Harvard.

“I want to see more, we’re 
capable of so much more,” Ford 
said. “That’s our job as coaches 
is to get that out of them.”

Fullerton fell to Boston Uni-
versity 5-4 in game one thanks 
to Harvard’s four-run first in-
ning, which was fueled by two 
Titan errors. Starting pitcher 
Sydney Golden settled down 
after that, only allowing one 
more Harvard run and throw-
ing a complete game. 

The Titans scored four runs 
in multiple innings but left sev-
en runners on base throughout 
the game. A seventh-inning ral-
ly in which Titan slugger Lexi 
Gonzalez drove in two runs 
was not enough for the Titans to 
overcome their early deficit.  

Crimson 2, Titans 1 
In game two against 

Harvard, CSUF fell 2-1 thanks 
to a first-inning, two-run homer 
by Harvard’s Erin Lockhart. 
That was the only blemish in 
a strong outing by Titan start-
er Cerissa Rivera, who went 
five innings while striking out 
five.

“Cerissa just had one ball 
that she left a little bit up in the 
zone and (Lockhart) got on it,” 
Ford said. “But other than that, 
I thought that was her best per-
formance of the year.”

Fullerton’s only run came 
on a Samantha Vandiver RBI 
groundout. Other than that, 
Titan batters could not mus-
ter anything against Harvard 
pitching, only recording five 
hits.

Titans 2, Lancers 1
After trailing for most of the 

game, CSUF came from be-
hind in a gritty 2-1 win against 
the Longwood Lancers in game 
one. 

Titan pinch hitter Zoe Rich-
ard delivered the go-ahead RBI 
for the Titans in the bottom of 
the sixth, driving in Shianne 
Brannan and Brooke Clemet-
son on a double into left field.

“That was clutch,” Ford 
said “(Richard) went after 
the first pitch as a pinch-hit-
ting role, (Richard) got a good 
bat on the ball and spun one 
down the line.” 

A combination of Titan 
pitchers including Sophie Frost, 
Rivera and Kessler gave up 
only one run and struck out six. 
Kessler picked up her eighth 
win of the season after pitching 
the last two innings for CSUF. 

Titans 5, Crimson 1
The Titans also prevailed in 

game two against Boston, pick-
ing up a 5-1 victory that saw 
them score at least five runs for 
the first time in 13 games. Kes-
sler picked up her ninth win of 
the season, going six innings 
while only giving up a run to 
the Terriers.

“I think I really am most 
proud of our pitching and de-
fense,” Ford said. “Although it 
wasn’t perfect, (it) showed that 
it doesn’t have to be perfect. We 
just have to be able to recover 
from a booted ball or a mistake, 
and we recovered very quickly 
today.”

The Titans first two runs 
came on a Kylie Padilla RBI 
double in the bottom of the 
fourth. RBI singles by Francis 
and Delynn Rippy extended 
the Titan lead in the fifth and 
sixth innings, giving Kessler 
ample run support to secure the 
victory.

The Titans play next on 
Wednesday at 5 p.m. in San 
Diego where they will face off 
against the Toreros.

CSUF’s Lionheart Leslie drives in for a highly-contested layup in 
the Titans’ 81-68 quarterfinal win over Northridge Thursday.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

Titans go 3-2 at the 
Long Beach/Fullerton 
Tournament.

ADAM CASTRO
Daily Titan

DEDRIQUE TAYLOR
CSUF Head Coach

     I think when we look back and realize 
how far we’ve come, I think we’ll be excited 
about what we’ve done... 

““
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“All we have to decide is what to do with 
the time that is given to us.”
 
    - Gandalf the Grey

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

Daily Sudoku: Wed 8-Mar-2017
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3 6 9 7 5
4 7 8 3
9 2 4 6
6 7 9 3 1

9 7 4 8 3
5 6 1 2

3 5 8 6
1 2 4 7 8
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•MONDAY MARCH 13:
Midterm Madness 9am to 11am, TBB presents 
Texas Hold’em Tournament 6pm to 8pm

•TUESDAY MARCH 14:
Mihaylo Careers: Prepare to Declare 11:30 to 2pm, 
TBB presents Super Smash Bros. Tournaments 
5pm to 10pm

•WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15:
Andre De Vits, guitar- Masterclass 1:30pm to 4:30pm

 •THURSDAY, MARCH 16:
Tallgrass Gothic 8pm to 10pm

•FRIDAY, MARCH 17:
Tallgrass Gothic 8pm to 10pm,
The Dining Room 8pm to 10pm

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

It’s not easy to turn down an intrigu-
ing invitation, but recharging your 
batteries sounds like a better idea 
today. Social commitments you made 
earlier may hold little appeal after 
the virtuous Virgo Moon moves into 
your 12th House of Rest. 

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

You feel like a superstar when your 
peers recognize you for a job well 
done. Your industrious efforts are 
paying off now, and you’re ready to 
ride this wave of accomplishment to 
even greater heights.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

You know you can believe in your-
self when a grander scheme is what 
drives you. The search for truth is like 
a fountain of youth for you, making 
you believe that with a morally sound 
goal anything is possible. 

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

Traversing your inner world is a ma-
jor endeavor, but it can also give you 
a greater appreciation of yourself. 
Once you take a step in the direction 
of self-acceptance, it’s rewarding to 
see the speed at which you progress.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

It’s as if you have a sixth sense that 
you can use to determine the true val-
ue of things. Stripping down your own 
ideals you can see which parts make 
sense and which need to go, and in 
doing so your own sense of self-worth 
is allowed to rise.

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

You keep saying yes today, because 
the longer your to-do list, the more 
excited you feel about accomplishing 
every last task. You might even volun-
teer to help someone else tie up their 
loose ends, feeling certain that luck is 
on your side.

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You’re skipping through your day with 
a smile on your face. Although today’s 
events are nothing to write home 
about, everything seems like a game 
when the playful Leo Moon is brighten-
ing your 5th House of Recreation.

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

You relish the opportunity to breathe 
a sigh of relief, knowing that your 
feet are back on solid ground again. 
Reestablishing your center of gravity 
enables you to feel more confident in 
your decisions. 

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

Your positive message is believable 
today because it’s coming from a 
place of true optimism. You’re happy 
to offer uplifting words to anyone 
who needs them, knowing it reinforc-
es your good mood as well. How-
ever, when you’re back inside your 
familiar four walls at home it could 
seem like the light that brightened.

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Your restlessness may increase 
throughout the day, but there are 
proactive measures you can take 
to stop one small slip from turning 
into a full-blown negative spiral. 

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

People gravitate to you like a 
bonfire on a chilly night because 
your warmth is so inviting. You’re 
happy to be generous at first, pick-
ing up the lunch tab and lending 
a friendly ear to someone who 
needs it. 

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

You may begin the day with a 
plan to cut yourself some slack; 
honestly, you of all people de-
serve to take it easy sometimes. 
But oddly enough, you pick up 
speed throughout the day and be-
fore you know it you’re searching 
for more things to do.

Three little letters.
A paradox to some.
The words that it is

The better it becomes.

 First Letter is P  
 Last Letter is N  
 Number of Letters is 3  
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SOLUTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.
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IN FRONT OF HUMANITIES

JESSICA BARRAGAN



Cal State Fullerton base-
ball managed to win a se-
ries of one-run games against 
Gonzaga this weekend de-
spite series-long dearth of ex-
tra base hits and run support. 
Compared to 23 runs scored 
in last week’s two-game series 
against Arizona State, the Ti-
tans scored eight against the 
Bulldogs. 

Bulldogs 1, Titans 0
Friday night, Connor 

Seabold took the tough luck 
loss to Gonzaga’s Eli Morgan, 
pitching a one-run, four-hit 
complete game for the Titans. 

“I was not as good out of the 
gate as I wanted to be, got that 
run out early, but after that I felt 
really good. Just have to tip my 
cap to the other guy,” Seabold 
said. 

Gonzaga’s Morgan put a 
stop to the Titans’ three-game 
win streak with a 15-strike-
out, two-hit, shutout perfor-
mance. Despite the pitcher’s 
duel and the zeros on the score-
board, Seabold managed 11 
strikeouts. 

“That was a quick game, so 
it’s just I’m on the bench, I’m 
off the bench, I’m on the bench, 
I’m off the bench,” Seabold 
said. “Tonight I thought I had a 
really good rhythm.”

Seabold came into the sea-
son with high expectations, 
placing 51st on Baseball Amer-
ica’s top 100 draft prospects 
list. While the Bulldogs man-
aged to get the bat on the ball, 

the Titans only managed to 
reach base three times. Morgan 
retired the side in seven out of 
nine innings Friday. 

“Every time our guys 
guessed, they were wrong, and 
every time he guessed, he was 
right,” said Head Coach Rick 
Vanderhook.

No Titan reached scoring 
position in the matchup.

Titans 4, Bulldogs 3
The Titans knocked in their 

first run in 13 innings in the 
first frame of Saturday’s game, 
they didn’t score another one 
until the eighth, when a Hunt-
er Cullen triple put the Titans 
ahead 4-3. The Titans would 
go on to win by that score.  

“Getting two strikes on me 
kind of got my heart racing, 
but I knew that I had to see the 
change-up up and then just be 
ready for that fastball and then 
I eventually got that change-up 
up and pulled it down the line,” 
Cullen said.

Starter Gavin Velasquez 
went into the game without 
giving up a run in 17.1 innings 
this season. He continued the 
trend through the first three in-
nings Saturday, but gave up a 
long homer to Gonzaga’s Tyler 
Frost in the fourth. 

“He didn’t have the change, 
and he had to pitch without it,” 
Vanderhook said. “I thought 
he made an adjustment. He 
settled down pretty good and 
went to the curveball over the 
change-up.”

The Bulldogs ultimately 
charged Velasquez with three 
runs. Until the eighth, Fuller-
ton had trouble capitalizing on 
opportunities, putting runners 
in scoring position in five in-
nings and coming away with 
just one run to show for it. 

Cullen and Taylor Bryant 

went 3-3 and 3-4, respective-
ly. Bryant, who started the 
eighth-inning rally, is on fire 
for the Titans as he leads the 
team in batting average, RBIs 
and runs.

“I don’t know (what’s work-
ing for him), I just hope he 
doesn’t lose it,” Vanderhook 
said. “He takes a good at bat 
almost every time. Other guys 
are giving stuff away, he hasn’t 
given much away.”  

Titans 3, Bulldogs 2
The Titans managed a one-

run win again Sunday, over-
coming the Bulldogs with sol-
id pitching as an antidote to 
the team’s meager offensive 
series. 

“As you saw on Friday, that 
one run meant that we lost, 
and today, that one run meant 
that we won,” said RHP John 
Gavin, who contributed two in-
nings in Sunday’s game. 

Blake Workman started the 
game, allowing one earned run 
and four strikeouts in four in-
nings of work. Gavin said when 
the team arrived at the field 
Sunday, Vanderhook allowed 
the seniors to vote for who was 
going to start the game, and 
they picked Workman. 

“Literally, he had no idea 
coming to the field that he was 
going to start and he did a great 
job,” Gavin said. 

Fullerton only mustered 
three hits against Gonzaga 
in the matchup, two of which 
came off the bat of designated 
hitter Nico Pacheco. 

“I think we had a better 
mentality at the plate these last 
two games. They’re a good 
team,” Pacheco said. “They’re 
pretty tough to beat.” 

The Titans will take on San 
Jose State Tuesday at Goodwin 
Field at 4 p.m.
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Distrust between Park and 
his players began to brew 
within a short time of his ar-
rival at Fullerton. Within just 
a few weeks of Park being 
hired, Palmer—who said she 
had been awarded a medical 
scholarship by the university 
after tearing her ACL prior to 
the season—said Park made 
it clear she was unwelcome.

“He made her feel like she 
wasn’t a part of the team,” 
said former Titan Kathleen 
Iwuoha. “He was changing 
the codes to the locker room 
and (said) she needed to 
clean out her locker, and she 
wasn’t to be around the team 
anymore.”

Exiling Palmer didn’t sit 
well with the players on her 
team. 

“For him to throw her 
away, even though her body 
basically gave up on her, it 
was just like ‘how do you do 
that to a person who you don’t 
even know, you didn’t even 
get to know?’” Iwuoha said.

Former player Tailer Butler 
also said she felt Park tried to 

get her to leave.
“He was threatening us to 

take our scholarships away if 
we did something stupid in 
practice,” Butler said. “When 
I was in a game, he called me 
stupid, and one of the assis-
tant coaches during the time 
had told me he called me 
stupid.”

Iwuoha said she felt Park 
didn’t care about her at all 
during her two years playing 

under him.
“It was just all a mind 

game,” Iwuoha said. “Ev-
erything was about him and 
how he wanted things and he 
wanted to kind of wipe out 
my entire class that I came 
in with so that he could get 
all his players because he felt 

like we were all untrained, 
uncoachable players.”

Several of the players Park 
inherited when he took over 
said they felt as though he 
wanted to force them out to 
make room for his own re-
cruits. However, nine of his 
recruits have left in the team’s 
past two seasons. 

Gabriel, Lathan, Dani 
Craig, Michelle Berry, Mad-
ison Crawford, Portia Neale, 
Kimari Hollis, Keimeshia 
Walker and most recently, 
Jordan Jackson have all de-
parted from the Titans over 
the past two seasons. 

When reached for com-
ment on the allegations Park’s 
former players were making 
against him, DiTolla sent a 
statement to the Daily Titan:

“As sport supervisor, we 
are currently undergoing a 
thorough review of our pro-
gram and this past season.”

Park did not return a re-
quest for comment Sunday. 
In an interview with the Dai-
ly Titan Wednesday about the 
season, Park said the change 
in mindset from the current 
generation compared to past 

generations may have some-
thing to do with the number 
of transfers, using an example 
of his own parents telling him 
to “suck it up” during tough 
times. 

“This generation I don’t 
think does that as often and 
I’m not saying that’s right or 
wrong,” Park said.

More than the loss of any 
roster spot or playing time, 
some of Park’s players said he 
took something much simpler 
from them.

“The mind games with 
threatening to get rid of my 
scholarship, and that kind 
of stuff, that was the scariest 
part, because I didn’t have 

any other way to pay for col-
lege,” said former Titans 
guard Chelsea Austin. “He 
just drained the passion and 
the love for basketball out of 
me.”

Harrison Faigen and 
Christopher Sheats contrib-
uted to this report.

Coach: Former players detail experience 

Titans escape jaws of Bulldogs in gritty series win

CONTINUED FROM     1

Baseball sneaks past 
Gonzaga, takes two 
of three games.

HAYLEY M. SLYE
Daily Titan

Outfielder Hunter Cullen (right) slides in at second base in the Titans’ 4-3 win against the Bulldogs 
Saturday. Cullen went 3-8 in the series.

BAILEY CARPENTER / DAILY TITAN

The CSUF Athletics Department said Daron Park was “stepping down” as women’s basketball head coach 
in a press release Saturday. Park said his exit was not only best for he and his family, but also the program.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN STOCK PHOTO

First baseman Taylor Bryant went 3-4 and scored a run in Saturday’s game against the Bulldogs. 
During Sunday’s game, he went 0-1 but walked twice to help the Titans win 3-2. 

BAILEY CARPENTER / DAILY TITAN

CHELSEA AUSTIN
Former guard

    He just drained 
the passion and the 
love for basketball 
out of me. 

““
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