
Disclaimer: Christopher 
Sheats II is the Layout Edi-
tor at the Daily Titan

Growing up, I always en-
vied the families that were 
able to live out their lives 
in one town or city and es-
tablish deep connections 
in their communities. As a 
military child, I didn’t get 
that privilege since I had 
already lived in two differ-
ent states and a whole oth-
er country by the age of 5.

Living in Baumhold-
er, a small town located in 
the Birkenfeld district of 
Rhineland-Palatinate, Ger-
many, was a completely 
different experience from 
living in the United States, 
especially as a child. Luck-
ily, I was surrounded by 
children who all spoke En-
glish because we lived on a 
military base. 

During my time in 
Baumholder, I attended a 
school populated mostly 
by other military children 
from the base, which made 
communicating with them 
much easier. It wasn’t un-
til traveling off base that 
I discovered that there 
wasn’t much of a language 
barrier between us and the 
German families around 
us. My mother, Laurie 
Sheats, said a majority of 
the Europeans (French and 

German) spoke English. 
While stationed in 

Baumholder from 1997-
2000, my sister and I were 
both still very young. I was 
4 years old and my sis-
ter was still too young to 
walk. However, our ages 
didn’t stop my parents 
from seizing opportuni-
ties presented to our fam-
ily. We traveled to Gar-
misch-Partenkirchen, a 
small town in Germany 
that held a family resort 

where guests could go to 
ski and snow luge during 
the winter.

My family also took a 
trip to Paris, France while 
we were there and although 
I was young, I remem-
ber the spectacle that was 
the Eiffel Tower. We even 
were able to visit some of 
the country’s amusement 
parks. We went to Euro-
pa Park, Holiday Park and 
even Walygator Parc, bet-
ter known as Smurfland.

Trips like these made 
me realize how bittersweet 
being a military kid is. I 
was lucky enough to expe-
rience so many things but 
whenever my father got the 
news that we would be sta-
tioned somewhere else, it 
was hard to say goodbye 
to the relationships I had 
established. 

When we left Germa-
ny the first time to come 
back to California, I don’t 
think it affected me too 

badly because I was still so 
young. But when I was in 
fifth grade living in Ft. Ir-
win, California, an isolat-
ed military base near Bar-
stow, the toll of constantly 
moving around really hit 
me. I was just about to 
start middle school with 
all my friends when my 
dad told us that we were 
going to be moving over-
seas again.

FULLERTON– After 
winning its fourth straight 
match, Cal State Fullerton 
women’s tennis looks ahead 
to two Big West matchups 
this weekend. 

The Titans will go on the 
road to face UC Santa Barba-
ra Saturday and Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo Sunday. 

“They’re going to be big 
matches for us and we defi-
nitely want the win there, but 
our goal is to keep playing 
our best every match,” Titans 
Head Coach Dianne Matias 
told the Daily Titan. 

CSUF continued its strong 
season with a 4-0 victory over 
Azusa Pacific Tuesday, which 
was ranked No. 21 in the Or-
acle/ITA Division II Wom-
en’s National Team Rankings. 
The Titans are now 15-1, their 
best start after 16 games in 
program history. 

The Titans first matchup 
this weekend is against UC 
Santa Barbara, who rank be-
neath CSUF in the Big West 

standings with a 9-9 overall 
record and a 2-1 conference 
record.

Despite its record, UCSB is 

still a viable threat to CSUF. 
The Gauchos boast three 
ranked doubles teams (Pali-
na Dubavets/Melissa Baker, 

Dubavets/Stefani Stojic, Bak-
er/Stephanie Yamada) and 
one ranked singles player 
(Jaimee Gilbertson) in the 

Oracle/ITA Division I Colle-
giate Rankings.
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News 2

ASIP hosts poetry, spoken word open mic
Students and 
faculty shared 
experiences re-
garding identity, 
diversity, social 
justice and her-
itage at event 
Wednesday. Opinion 5

Trump administration’s allegiance revealed
After private pris-
ons were revived 
by the quick 
work of Attorney 
Gen. Sessions, 
it’s no secret that 
the president has 
ties. Sports 8

Titans to host UC Davis in Big West series
Fullerton looks 
to continue its 
hot hitting in 
the month of 
April to claim 
its second 
straight confer-
ence series.

The California Faculty 
Association (CFA)’s annu-
al Lobby Day event April 5 
focused heavily on the CSU 
system-wide tuition in-
crease approved at the CSU 
Board of Trustees meeting 
March 22.

“This year takes on a 
special edge to it because 
the trustees just voted to 
raise tuition and state fund-
ing doesn’t come in at the 
level the trustees request-
ed,” said Alice Sunshine, 
communications director 
for CFA.

According to an April 4 
CFA press release, facul-
ty members and students 
from all 23 CSU campus-
es aimed to get Gov. Jerry 
Brown and state legislators 
to increase funding for the 
CSU system.

The tuition increase is a 
result of Brown’s 2017-2018 
budget proposal, which al-
locates $157.2 million of 
the $324.9 million request-
ed by the 2017-2018 CSU 
Support Budget to the CSU 
system.

The tuition increase, 
set to go into effect in fall 
2017, is $270 for under-
graduate students, $312 
for credential students and 
$438 for graduate students. 
According to the CSU Fi-
nance Committee, the in-
crease will generate $77.5 
million in revenue.

“CFA is going out there 
and arguing that (the state 
legislature) needs to at least 
fund the budget request 
from the trustees. It is not 
enough money to make up 
for all the money that was 
lost in the recession,” Sun-
shine said. “That’s still an 
ongoing problem.”

Lobby Day is a year-
ly event that has faculty 
members and students from 
each CSU come to Sac-
ramento to talk with and 
convince legislators in the 
state Assembly and Senate 
to support bills and topics 
they find important, Sun-
shine said. 

“We bring faculty from 
all over the state to the 
capital. Chapters do visits 
in their local areas some-
times, but they can only 
do that obviously when 
the legislators are visiting 
their home districts,” Sun-
shine said.

Faculty, students 
talk tuition with 
state legislators.

JASON ROCHLIN
Daily Titan

Childhood as an Army brat Union 
lobbies 
for CSU 
funding

Tennis takes win streak on road

Tennis hits the road for back-to-back games at UC Santa Barbara and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo this weekend. The Titans need 
two wins to tie their record for most wins in a single season.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

Christopher Sheats II spent his early years traveling the world with his family as his father was frequently re-stationed during 
his time in the United States Army.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

CSUF looks to match 
record for most 
wins in season.

TODD HADLER
Daily Titan

SEE RECORD    6

Travel shapes 
young man’s life 
experience.
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Daily Titan
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Bannon 
ousted from 
council 

Principal 
resigns af-
ter report

Brown ex-
amines can-
nabis law

DTBRIEFS

- ATHENA SOBHAN

- DANIEL INGA

- KAROL PERDOMO

President Donald 
J. Trump removed 
Chief Strategist Steve 
Bannon from the Na-
tional Security Coun-
cil, according to NBC 
News. 

A senior White 
House official said 
that Bannon was giv-
en the seat on the 
Principles Commit-
tee as a check for for-
mer National Security 
Adviser Michael Fly-
nn. With Flynn gone, 
Bannon is no lon-
ger needed in that 
position.  

Bannon only at-
tended one NSC 
meeting and will be 
able to keep his secu-
rity clearance, accord-
ing to another senior 
White House official.  

Since Trump’s orig-
inal decision to put 
Bannon on the NSC 
was met with criticism 
from both sides of the 
political spectrum.

Amy Robertson, a 
potential high school 
principal in Kansas, 
resigned Tuesday af-
ter journalists for the 
school’s newspaper 
raised questions about 
her credentials, accord-
ing to the Los Angeles 
Times.

The controversy 
rose up when report-
ers from Pittsburg 
High School’s student 
newspaper discovered 
that Corllins University, 
the institution where 
Robertson received 
her master’s and doc-
toral degrees, is an 
unaccredited, online 
school.

Robertson said that 
she earned her de-
grees when the school 
was still accredited and 
said the reporters’ con-
cerns are “not based on 
facts.”

She said her resigna-
tion was “in the best in-
terest of the district.” 

Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
office published a 92-
page document Tues-
day night offering 
recommendations to 
regulate and separate 
medical and recre-
ational cannabis laws, 
according to the Or-
ange County Register.

The proposal includ-
ed in Brown’s trailer bill 
for the 2017-18 budget 
expresses how many 
licenses marijuana 
business owners can 
obtain for statewide 
distribution.

Hezekiah Allen, head 
of the cannabis indus-
try trade group the Cal-
ifornia Growers Asso-
ciation, applauded the 
governor’s proposal on 
factors in the bill but 
still harbored concern 
on the clarity of the 
proposal.

“There is a lot of 
work still to do to clar-
ify and improve the 
proposal,” Allen said.

FOR THE RECORD

It is Daily Titan policy to correct factual errors 
printed in the publication. Corrections will be 

published on the subsequent issue after an error 
is discovered and will appear on page 2. Errors on 
the Opinion page will be corrected on that page. 

Corrections will also be made to the online  
version of the article.  
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CLARIFICATION

In the article “STD Increase in OC, CSUF,” Sexually Transmitted Disease sta-
tistics for Orange County should have been specified as year-to-date, Jan. 1 to 
Mar. 27,  statistics. 

Students and faculty read 
poetry and performed spo-
ken word to share stories 
of identity, diversity, social 
justice and heritage in the 
Titan Student Union Pub 
Wednesday.

Associated Students Inc. 
Productions (ASIP) hosted 
the open-mic event, Poetic 
Vibes and United Roots in 
collaboration with the Di-
versity Initiative & Resource 
Center (DIRC).  A total of 
15 people performed.

“We wanted to provide a 
space where students could 
speak freely and share their 
talents with other students,” 
said Chloe Okura, the em-
cee for the night. “It’s a 
space to speak and to lis-
ten and to be heard which 
I think is really, really im-
portant especially because 
this is an opportunity not 
every student gets to have.”

Alexis Galarza, a senior 
public administration ma-
jor, started off the open-mic 

event with a poem he wrote 
in Spanish. Like many of 
the others who took the 
stage, he doesn’t usually 
perform in front of people.

“For all of you that have 
struggled and you feel that 
you’re powerless, just re-
member that by putting ef-
fort and putting will into 
things, you can create your 
own wings and succeed,” 
Galarza said.

Performing a spoken word 
about the racism she had ex-
perienced in her life, Dan-
ielle Harris, who works in 
the African-American Re-
source Center, spoke about 
what she had experienced 
as a woman of color from 
childhood to college.

“When I was a freshman 
in college, I learned it was 
okay to hang a Confederate 
flag in your dorm room but 
not pictures of Usher with 
his shirt off,” Harris said in 
her spoken word. “That day, 
I learned that a symbol that 
represents slavery is less of-
fensive than a man in good 
shape.”

After the intermission, 
guests were told to write “I 
am” on a small piece of pa-
per and then describe them-
selves so that they could 
combine them together to 

create one poem. The pa-
pers were put into a bag and 
Okura pulled and tossed 
them aside one by one as 
she read them. 

The poem started off 
with, “I am genuine. I am 
confused. I am quiet. I 
am broken. I am kind.” It 
ended with Okura laugh-
ingly reading the words 
“I am Groot” from the 
film “Guardians of the 
Galaxy.”

Samoan-American Grace 
Aumoeualogo was the guest 
poet of the night, perform-
ing seven pieces. Aumoeua-
logo became emotional as 
she read a poem about the 
death of her cousin.

“I’m still healing over 
the death of my cousin. He 
killed himself nine months 
ago and so it still hurts a 
lot, and I was debating if I 
should read it or read it in 
like 10 years when I felt 
like I was ok to read it, but 
I still find beauty in emo-
tion,” Aumoeualogo said.

Though the event was 
scheduled to end at 7 p.m., 
the audience was encour-
aged to continue perform-
ing if they desired to. 
Three more people per-
formed before the event 
came to an end.

Students share stories 
of diversity and 
identity in TSU Pub. 

ANGIE SUK
Daily Titan

Poetry open-mic 
provides platform

CFA Fullerton President 
Michele Barr said she was 
joined by three other repre-
sentatives from CSUF at this 
year’s Lobby Day: Political 
science professor Shelly Ar-
sneault, assistant computer 
science professor Michael 
Shafae and graduate student 
Liz Sanchez.

“The faculty always invite 
students to come to Lobby 
Day,” Sunshine said. “The 
legislators are always im-
pressed to hear the students’ 
concerns.”

Barr said having student 
voices come to Sacramento 
helps put a face to the issues 
CFA is trying to address, 
even if classes and work can 
make it difficult for them to 
go.

“That’s why Lobby Day 
is important. If we put these 
bills out, if we got people 
to champion these bills and 
didn’t do this, these bills 
would not have a chance 
ever,” Barr said. “It’s not 
enough to create the bill, you 
now have to do the work to 
get that bill passed.”

Another focus of Lobby 

Day this year was Assembly-
woman Sharon Quirk-Silva’s 
Assembly Bill 393, which if 
passed, would add a section 
to the California Education 
Code preventing tuition and 
statewide fee charges from 
increasing past what it was 
on Dec. 31, 2016 “notwith-
standing any other law.”

According to the April 4 
CFA press release, passing 
this bill would supersede the 
trustees’ decision.

In a March 28 press re-
lease from the CFA, they 
also encouraged messag-
ing elected officials to “urge 
them to support” Quirk-Sil-
va’s bill.

While AB 393 was a pri-
mary focus in relation to the 
recent tuition increase, Barr 
said CSUF focused on three 
other bills as well, including 
Assembly Bill 21 focusing 
on DACA students.

“Ultimately, the need for 
these bills all tie into the 
underfunding of the CSU,” 
Barr said.

Sunshine also said that 
Lobby Day is beneficial 
to members of the legisla-
ture because it allows them 
to get new perspectives on 

what issues are significant 
to their constituents.

“(Senator Ben Allen, CA 
District 26) was saying that 
these kinds of visits are so 
important because thou-
sands of bills get floated 
in each session of the legis-
lature, and that when peo-
ple come to the capital and 
visit with the legislators in 
person from their various 
districts and explain why 
the bills they’re interested 
in are important, it helps 
focus some priority,” Sun-
shine said.

While Barr is not sure 
how much of an impact 
Lobby Day had on influ-
encing future decisions 
regarding the tuition in-
crease, she said the col-
lective voices of the CSU 
student body can be more 
successful in getting ideas 
through the legislature.

“You can look at what 
the bill says on paper. You 
can talk about the budget 
and the issues, but when 
you take students in, you 
have students tell their sto-
ries about what it’s really 
like to finance your own 
education,” Barr said.

Lobby: CFA backs 
tuition freeze bill

CONTINUED FROM     1

Danielle Harris performed a spoken-word poem about the racism she said she experienced in 
her life at the Poetic Vibes and United Roots event Tuesday in the TSU Pub.

BAILEY CARPENTER  / DAILY TITAN
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Anthropology is the ANSWER!
Earn GE credits over the SUMMER!

Register 
Today!

SESSION	A MAY	30	– JUN	30,	2017	– ALL	COURSES	WEB	&	3	UNITS

SESSION	B JUL	3	– AUG	4,	2017	– ALL	COURSES	WEB	&	3	UNITS

ANTH SECTION CLASS	# COURSE	DESCRIPTION INSTRUCTOR GE	CATEGORY

	100 51 10703 Non-Wstrn	Cultrs	&	Wst	Trad Bowser C2
	101 50 10832 Intro	Biological	Anthro Nguyen B5
	102 50 10005 Intro	to	Cultural	Anthro Grant D1
	300 50 10006 Language	and	Culture Agheyisi D5,	Z
	301 50 10835 Primate	Behavior Fashing B5
	304 50 10008 Trad	Cultures	of	World Nevadomsky C3
	305 50 10010 Anthropology	of	Religion Afzal C3
	311 50 10012 Culture	and	Communication Afzal C3
	316 50 10854 Anthropology	Sex	&	Gender Pillsworth E,	Z
	321 50 10705 Peoples	of	Native	No	America Bowser D5
	340 50 10014 Peoples	of	Asia Grant D5,	Z
	342 50 10859 Anthropology	and	Health Bock E,	Z
	344 50 10856 Evolutionary	Anthropology Patton B5
	481 50 11202 Contemporary	Anthropology Wendt -

ANTH SECTION CLASS	# COURSE	DESCRIPTION INSTRUCTOR GE	CATEGORY

	100 50 10763 Non-Wstrn	Cultrs	&	Wst	Trad Wendt C2
	101 51 10860 Intro	Biological	Anthro Bock B5
	105 50 10817 Intro	to	Anthropology STAFF D1
	300 51 10007 Language	and	Culture Agheyisi D5,	Z
	301 51 10862 Primate	Behavior Fashing B5
	304 51 10009 Trad	Cultures	of	World Nevadomsky C3
	304 52 10015 Trad	Cultures	of	World STAFF C3
	305 51 10011 Anthropology	of	Religion STAFF C3
	308 50 10013 Culture	and	Aging Erickson E,	Z
	315 50 10858 Culture	and	Nutrition Johnson E,	Z
	316 51 10863 Anthropology	Sex	&	Gender Pillsworth E,	Z
	327 50 10904 Origins	of	Civilization James D5,	Z
	344 51 10864 Evolutionary	Anthropology Patton B5

Cal State Fullerton’s 
Center for Entrepreneur-
ship hosted a discussion 
Wednesday at its CSUF 
Startup Incubator overview-
ing what up-and-coming 
entrepreneurs should know 
before pursuing a patent for 
their inventions.

The event featured David 
Jafari, a patent attorney li-
censed in Orange County 
who has been involved in 
intellectual property, busi-
ness law and employment 

matters. With 17 years of 
experience, Jafari offered 
insight on patents and how 
to avoid making mistakes 
with them.

“It’s a property right that 
the government grants to 
the inventor of the idea 
that’s memorialized and 
claimed in that document. 
It’s a contract between the 
state and the inventor,” Ja-
fari said.

Jafari said one of the 
most important rules in 
getting an idea patented is 
first actually understanding 
what is considered non-pat-
entable subject matter.

“You cannot patent laws 
of nature. That has to be 
available to everybody. 
That’s a discovery, that’s not 
an invention,” Jafari said. 

“With an abstract idea, you 
come up with a formula for 
example or a way of solving 
of a mathematical equation. 
Those kinds of things can-
not be monopolized.”

After an entrepreneur 
files a registration applica-
tion with the patent office, 
Jafari said the trademark 
cannot be confusingly sim-
ilar to products or business-
es that already exist.

“If I come up with a 
coffee shop and call it 

Starducks, do you think 
Starbucks is going to have 
a problem with that? It’s 
not Starbucks, it’s Star-
ducks. It’s confusingly sim-
ilar,” Jafari said. “The law 

says that ‘Yes, you can own 
it and all you have to do is 
choose it, and you will own 
it but please, make sure it’s 
arbitrary.’”

Phillip Stinis, who grad-
uated with a master’s de-
gree in business from Cal 
State Fullerton in 2011, 

continues to be a key part of 
the CSUF Startup Incuba-
tor and the events they offer 
business students.

Stinis said he was im-
pressed with Jafari’s presen-
tation and was constantly 
taking notes throughout on 
how to improve his craft.

“I thought that it was re-
ally interesting to see that 
you can have an improve-
ment on a patent and actu-
ally file for a new patent ap-
plication,” Stinis said. “You 
can also license ideas as 
well.”

Luke Daley, an entrepre-
neurship major who trans-
ferred to CSUF from Or-
ange Coast College, was 
immediately attracted to 
the events that Fullerton’s 
entrepreneurship program 

offered. 
“The entrepreneurship 

program was a really posi-
tive one for me. It was one 
of those things where it 
takes you away from just 
theory and normal school-
work, which is kind of bor-
ing,” Daley said. “It sticks 
you in real-world scenari-
os and situations. You kind 
of just run with it and get 
to figure things out as you 
go.”

The CSUF Center of En-
trepreneurship will host an-
other round table event for 
students and faculty Tues-
day at 3:30 p.m. on what it 
takes to start a successful 
business.

Priscilla Bui contributed 
to this report

Lawyer explains patent process at panel
Panel hosted by 
CSUF center caters to 
future entrepreneurs.

ANDREW SALMI
Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton frater-
nity Sigma Nu will be hosting 
a powder puff football game 
April 15 to raise funds for St. 
Jude Medical Center.

Along with the flag football 
game that the six campus so-
rorities pay to play in, the fra-
ternity will try to meet its mon-
etary goal by selling shirts and 
tabling. Last year, the fraternity 
raised $1,500 for St. Jude, said 
Sigma Nu philanthropy chair 

David Munguia.
“My goal (for this semester) 

is $2,000, but hopefully (we 
will raise) $1,500 minimum,” 
Munguia said. “Part of being a 
fraternity is giving back to the 
community, which is one of my 

favorite parts.”
The event is free to attend 

and will take place on the In-
tramural Fields from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. 

“It is an open event so 

anybody is welcome to come,” 
Munguia said.

Munguia said one of the ma-
jor components of the event is 
allowing participants and on-
lookers to sign cards for the pa-
tients at St. Jude. 

“During our tabling, anybody 
is welcome to come by and sign 
get-well cards,” Munguia said. 
“We will give them to (our St. 
Jude advisor) and she will to 
give them to the hospital.”

In addition to the football 
game, Sigma Nu will rent pup-
pies and bunnies for spectators 
to play with on the sidelines, 
Munguia said. He said games 
like Cornhole will also be 
available.

While the powder puff Su-
per Bowl event is Sigma Nu’s 
big philanthropic endeavor for 
the spring semester, the frater-
nity is planning to team up with 
the sorority Alpha Delta Pi in 
the future to volunteer with the 
children at the Sierra Vista Hos-
pital, Munguia said.

“I love being able to bring 
(my brothers) into the opportu-
nity to give back to the commu-
nity, and this is a great way to 
give money back and support,” 
Munguia said.

CSUF fraternity plans 
powder puff game for 
Saturday, April 15.

SARAH WOLSTONCROFT
Daily Titan

Sigma Nu to host 
St. Jude fundraiser

DAVID MUNGUIA
Sigma Nu fraternity philanthropy chair

    Part of being a fraternity is giving back to 
the community, which is one of my favorite 
parts.

““

DAVID JAFARI
Patent lawyer

    You cannot patent laws of nature. That 
has to be available to everybody. That’s a 
discovery, that’s not an invention.

““
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summer.fullerton.edu
Not a current CSUF student? 

Visit Open University at ou.fullerton.edu

9 out of 10 Students Would Recommend 
Taking Summer Classes to a Friend

Registration begins April 3, 2017 through Titan Online
For more information, visit summer.fullerton.edu

SUMMER SESSION 2017

• Over 800 class sections offered, including high demand courses
• Enjoy a lighter class load
• Earn the same number of credits per course as fall and spring semester classes

Campus closed Monday, May 29 and Tuesday, July 4

 Session A May 30 - June 30 5 Weeks

 Session B July 3 - August 4 5 Weeks

 Session C June 26 - August 4 6 Weeks

 Session D May 30 - July 21 8 Weeks

 Session E  May 30 - August 4 10 Weeks

 As difficult as it was to 
leave, I understood what was 
happening and knew that we 
had to go.

“I think it was kind of 
challenging for the kids 
too, because they had to 
leave friends and make new 
friends,” my father Christo-
pher Sheats said. “They han-
dled it well I think, they were 
really good kids.”

There were also times 
when my dad would actual-
ly leave before us and it was 
just my mother, sister and I 
on our own until we met him 
at our new home.

We spent our second 
time in Europe stationed in 
Mannheim, Germany from 
2004-2007. During that time, 
I experienced more of the 
country than I ever imagined 
I would. With my sister and I 
much older and actually able 
to carry our own luggage, we 
traveled to Austria, Switzer-
land, Rome, Majorca, Am-
sterdam and several other 
countries that we hadn’t vis-
ited last time. However, trav-
eling Europe wasn’t without 
its obstacles.

As I grew older, I began 
to learn about the safety pre-
cautions necessary to travel 
off of the military base. 

“Anytime a soldier trav-
eled in Europe, they had to 
go to a travel safety briefing,” 
my mother said. “They had 
to do a form to let their com-
mand know that they were 
traveling and what countries 
they were going to. That way, 
they knew where they were 
and if there was a threat, 
they weren’t allowed to go to 
those countries.”

During our stay in Mann-
heim, the Middle East was 
still in turmoil, so security 
measures had been height-
ened by the military in terms 
of getting on and off bases. 

Our first time in Europe, all 
the bases were considered 
open which meant that peo-
ple could enter and exit as 
they please, but when we 
got back, the bases had all 
been closed, meaning no 
one could get on the mili-
tary base without a govern-
ment-issued license, and vis-
itors had to be checked in by 
the visitor center.

We were fortunate to re-
turn to our previous sta-
tion in Ft. Irwin. It was even 
more fortunate as I started 
my freshman year of high 
school when we returned and 
finished all four years since 
my father retired two months 
later on July 1, 2011.

I always wondered why 
my dad chose to join the 
military at age 18 and what 
his favorite part about being 
apart of it was. In all the time 
we were traveling the world, 
my dad would always push 
me toward wanting some-
thing more than military 
life, but once he retired, he 
opened up.

“(My favorite part was) 
knowing that I was doing 
something important, doing 
something that meant some-
thing, doing something that 
made a difference to every-
body, and to myself and to 
my family, and just having 
the sense of pride of serv-
ing my country,” Christopher 
Sheats said.

After hearing my dad talk 
about his choice to join the 
military, it really put things 
in perspective because he 
made a lot of sacrifices that 
I didn’t know about at the 
time. It’s only more recent-
ly that I’ve started to really 
appreciate all the wonderful 
things that I was able to ex-
perience as a child, things I 
couldn’t have even dreamed 
of at the time. Looking back 
on it all, I wouldn’t change a 
single thing.

CONTINUED FROM     1

Christopher Sheats II (bottom left) and his family overlooking 
the coast of beach in Majorca, Spain.

COURTESY OF LAURIE SHEATS

Christopher Sheats II attending a field trip with his classmates at 
a park in downtown Baumholder, Germany.

COURTESY OF LAURIE SHEATS

Christopher Sheats II with his mother and sister after touring a 
castle in Germany, their first time living overseas.

COURTESY OF LAURIE SHEATS
Christopher Sheats II (left) learns how to ski on the slopes of a 
resort in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany.

COURTESY OF LAURIE SHEATS

Christopher Sheats II and his younger sister Brianna outside of 
their home in Baumholder, Germany.

COURTESY OF LAURIE SHEATS

Christopher Sheats II with his extended family outside of a family 
ski resort in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany.

COURTESY OF LAURIE SHEATS

Army: Family seizes opportunity
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SUBMIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters from the community in order to uphold its duty as a public forum. To submit a letter, email it to editorinchief@dailytitan.com. 
Letters will be held to the standards listed in the submission policy found at dailytitan.com/letterspolicy. 

With President 
Donald J. 
Trump’s latest 

approval rating hitting yet 
another historic low at 38 
percent, according to Gal-
lup.com’s latest poll, it’s 
no surprise that Ameri-
can’s aren’t satisfied with 
the direction Trump is 
taking the country. 

But there is one industry 

that’s as happy as ever: 
private prisons.

First established in 
1997 through the approv-
al of the U.S. Bureau of 
Prisons, private prisons 
are not new to the nation. 
They have been slowly be-
coming less and less nec-
essary, but these outdated 
and messy facilities have 
been given a second wind 
thanks to Attorney Gen. 
Jeff Sessions. 

When Barack Obama 
was still in office, he im-
plemented a directive that 
would cut back on the gov-
ernment’s use of private 
prisons since they were no 
longer required due to low 
numbers of inmates and 
poor conditions. 

Before the directive 
could have any effect, 
Sessions rescinded it.

Sessions played this 
move off as a way to both 
dismiss Obama’s deci-
sions and a way to use the 

potential of the Bureau of 
Prisons to “meet the fu-
ture needs of the federal 
correctional system,” ac-
cording to a Feb. 21 memo 
by Sessions. 

The reality of the situa-
tion is that those continu-
ing to believe that Trump 
is a no-ties kind of guy 
have been lied to because 
this case is full of ties. 

The private prison in-
dustry, through Geo 
Group and CoreCivic, 
were reportedly huge fi-
nancial backers of the 
Trump campaign and 
presidency. 

This is the main rea-
son why Trump is so 
tough with immigration 
and why the “catch-and-
release” policy is being 
scrapped.

Private prisons, which 
already exploit undocu-
mented immigrant labor, 
will be able to expand 
and will continue to push 

lawmakers to legislate 
longer detention times so 
they can exploit their free 
labor, effectively making 
these modern-day concen-
tration camps.

But the stocks of Geo 
Group and CoreCivic 
have gone up since inau-
guration day and that’s 
all Wall Street and the 
head honcho really care 
about.

This is also troubling 
news for those that care 
about the state of human 
rights in America. 

Phasing out private 
prisons on the federal lev-
el could have been an im-
portant first step in fixing 
America’s for-profit pris-
on system. However, Ses-
sions has brought the situ-
ation back to square one.

Private prisons have a 
history of terrible con-
ditions and poor treat-
ment of inmates, show-
ing the lack of care and 

investment in security 
these private prisons have 
to offer.

The American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) 
gives an example of how 
a private juvenile deten-
tion center in Texas had 
the smell of urine and fe-
ces, and how a privatized 
Oklahoma prison was un-
able to secure their in-
mates’ safety after prison 
fights left many with in-
juries and some in critical 
condition. 

Privatized prisons and 
those who support them 
don’t care about the hu-
man beings they are in 
charge of. They only care 
about making a profit. 

The United States has 
a horrible mass incar-
ceration problem, hold-
ing about a quarter of 
the entire world’s prison 
population.

“(The prison indus-
trial complex in general 

is) an effort … to prof-
it from black people, but 
also prisoners general-
ly, as commodities, con-
sumers and workers,” said 
Melina Abdullah, profes-
sor and chair of Pan-Af-
rican Studies at Cal State 
Los Angeles and a Black 
Lives Matter organizer. 
“When you talk about pri-
vate prisons, it intensifies 
that. There’s a drive for 
profit. That’s actually in 
the charter of every cor-
poration–to make as much 
profits as possible.”

This is just a small part 
of the “law-and-order” 
presidency that Trump 
promised during his cam-
paign, and he knew what 
he was getting when 
choosing Sessions for the 
attorney general job. 

Now the two can walk 
jovially, hand in hand, 
while their administration 
continues to profit off un-
necessary institutions.

Siding with prisons unveils Trump’s ties

Use of technology in class needs regulation

Adminstration bails 
out private facilities 
for personal profit. 

DANIEL INGA
Daily Titan

Technology has 
wormed its way 
into many aspects 

of our lives, like those 
Ziosk touch-screen order-
ing devices at restaurants 
or online grocery shop-
ping. But while it does 
make completing tasks eas-
ier, technology shouldn’t 
be the primary method of 
teaching in schools. 

In a 2016 study by the 
American College Health 
Association, internet us-
age was among the top-10 

factors that affected a stu-
dent negatively.  

Public reliance on the 
internet and technology 
can have a negative im-
pact on students in the 
form of internet depen-
dence. The problem be-
gins with the integration of 
the internet and homework 
assignments. 

In order to maintain the 
quality of education, it is 
important to balance the 
use of technology within 
the classroom.

More often than not, 
schools are putting great-
er loads of information on-
line, making students more 
dependent on laptops and 
tablets to complete assign-
ments and do research. 

As technology advances 
and further creeps into our 
daily lives, this number 
is sure to grow, and strik-
ing a fine balance needs to 
start being in the forefront 
of educators and students 
minds. 

Along with the depen-
dence on the internet, there 
is also a dependence on 

classroom projectors and 
slides. 

It’s too common in class-
es today to stare dead-eyed 
at a slide that transcribes 
the entire lecture and be 
left wondering why the 
teacher is speaking in the 
first place. While it might 
work for some who ar-
en’t auditory learners, the 
problem is when the slides 
end or the projector isn’t 
working. 

Classes are left in si-
lence with nothing to real-
ly say or debate, or teach-
ers simply have nothing 
else prepared so class ends 
with busy work while the 
real assignments are left 
online. 

Making everything 
available online also means 
the decline of the pen 
and paper as the prima-
ry means for taking notes, 
which is an important part 
of learning in school. Stu-
dents don’t retain infor-
mation as efficiently when 
typing it out.

“The students who were 
taking longhand notes in 

our studies were forced 
to be more selective—be-
cause you can’t write as 
fast as you can type. And 
that extra processing of the 
material that they were do-
ing benefited them,” said 
Pam A. Mueller, a social 
psychology graduate stu-
dent at Princeton Univer-
sity in an interview with 
NPR 

Using laptops also cre-
ates a distraction for oth-
er students in the class, as 
most students tend to use 
their laptops as a form of 
entertainment. Especial-
ly if a teacher is giving 
a boring lecture, it’s too 
easy to open another tab 
and doze off on Tumblr or 
Facebook. 

While some teachers 
have rules on the first day 
that explicitly state that 
laptops are not to be used, 
it’s inevitable that someone 
forgets and uses it–while 
the teacher says nothing–
allowing others to follow 
suit, and now half of the 
class is watching Netflix. 

Another common feature 

in this future of education 
is the concept of online 
classes, which has serious 
drawbacks. 

Not every student is the 
master of time manage-
ment, meaning that online 
classes end up getting put 
on the backburner for other 
responsibilities because of 
the lack of face-to-face in-
teraction with the students 
and teachers.

Students need stronger 
organizational and time 
management skills to keep 
up with the coursework, 
and while that is a good 
way to practice for the fu-
ture, it’s hard to juggle the 
load from other classes 
and still pay attention to a 
screen. 

As well as the deperson-
alization that online teach-
ers have, a heavier load 
of work is to be expected 
when taking online classes 
as well. “Expect to spend 
at least 10 hours per week 
on each online course,” ac-
cording to Petersons, an 
online news publication.  

However, online 

instructional videos can 
provide a supplement to the 
material a student learns in 
the classroom. 

Scrolling through com-
ments on these videos, 
it’s common to see things 
like “This was more help-
ful than my teacher’s ex-
planation,” or “You took 
five minutes to explain 
something that my teach-
er took 45 minutes to 
explain.” 

This can be a good way 
for teachers to learn what 
exactly it is that makes 
students so tired of their 
lectures. 

Though technology in 
the realm of education can 
be a viable path for future 
generations, the best thing 
to do is find a suitable bal-
ance between taking ad-
vantage of the technology 
that’s offered to us and be-
ing able to have in-person 
teaching be at the center of 
education. 

Stephanie Delateur is a 
freshman at CSUF majoring 
in communications.

Overdependence on 
online education is not 
the smartest path. 

STEPHANIE DELATEUR
For the Daily Titan

President Donald J. Trump campaigned on the idea of having no one influencing his positions. But seeing as Trump and his administration have been active in helping those that can garner a profit, 
those ties are coming to light. 

CATHRYN EDWARDS  / DAILY TITAN
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Spring Registration Open

Since 2000, the Titans 
are 0-17 against UCSB. 

The doubles matchup is 
one to look out for head-
ing into Saturday’s game 
as CSUF has not lost a dou-
bles point yet this season.

“Every game we’re get-
ting more and more confi-
dence, but there’s a lot of 
really good doubles teams 

in our conference so we 
just got to take every game 
the same way,” senior 
Alexis Valenzuela told the 
Daily Titan.

In last year’s matchup 
against UCSB, the Gau-
chos came out on top 5-2. 
Both of the Titans’ match 
wins in last year’s contest 
came from Valenzuela. She 
and doubles partner senior 
Camille De Leon beat the 

team of Dubavets and Sto-
jic 6-1 and then Valenzuela 
beat UCSB’s Lou Adler in 
singles play.

One day later, the Titans 
will head to San Luis Obis-
po to take on Cal Poly. The 
Mustangs are second to last 
in the Big West with a 2-11 
overall record and a 0-3 
conference record. 

Much like UCSB, Cal 
Poly has a favorable record 

against CSUF in the last 16 
years. Since 2001, the Mus-
tangs are 15-2 against the 
Titans.

One of those two wins 
came last season as CSUF 
shutout Cal Poly 4-0. 
That win was CSUF’s re-
cord-setting 17th win and 
was its last win of the sea-
son before losing three 
straight. 

In last year’s matchup, 

Valenzuela, De Leon, 
sophomore Sarah Nuno 
and sophomore Karla Por-
talatin all defeated their 
Cal Poly counterparts. 
Due to rainy weather, there 
was no doubles play in last 
year’s matchup.

With five games left this 
season, the Titans are two 
wins away from tying their 
program-record 17 wins set 
last season. Back-to-back 

wins against UCSB and 
Cal Poly would not only tie 
the record, but help to keep 
CSUF high in the Big West 
standings.

“It’s going to be really 
big for us especially since 
it’s back to back,” Valenzu-
ela said. “It will be a good 
battle.”

Bryant Freese contrib-
uted to this report.

Record: Fullerton preps for back-to-back
CONTINUED FROM     1

Cal State Fullerton women’s tennis faces three ranked doubles teams in the Oracle/ITA Division I Women’s National Doubles Rankings when they face off against UC Santa Barbara in the first 
game of a back-to-back. The Titans have yet to lose a doubles point this year. 

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN
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•THURSDAY APRIL 6:
Tallgrass Gothic 8pm to 10pm, The Dining Room 
8pm to 10pm

•FRIDAY APRIL 7:
Tallgrass Gothic 8pm to 10pm, The Merry Wives of 
WIndsor 8pm to 10pm

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

You intuitively know what must be 
done to increase your efficiency at 
work. But knowledge isn’t always 
enough to make a difference, espe-
cially if fate appears to be working 
against you now.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Working extra hard isn’t a problem 
for you passionate Scorpios once 
you make a commitment. Thankfully, 
your efforts are rewarded today, but 
you might find it difficult to maintain 
a consistent pace. 

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

It’s nearly impossible to see the 
downside of a plan today. In fact, 
your sunny outlook might enable you 
to live in a world without any appar-
ent shadows. Needless to say, there 
is something incomplete about your 
current perspective and your inability 
to discern the darkness will likely 
backfire on you.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

Your legendary determination moti-
vates you to logically calculate your 
odds for success while considering 
every option. Others might grow 
weary of the mental gymnastics and 
find it easier to pick a path and then 
fine tune their strategies along the 
way.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

You’re not interested in pursuing stale 
goals; you need to have excitement 
in your life or you quickly lose inter-
est. Thankfully, adventurous people 
will enter your world now, offering 
you the thrills you seek.

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

You understand the importance of 
striking a balance between perfor-
mance and authenticity today. The 
showy Leo Moon illuminates your 6th 
House of Self-Improvement, inspiring 
you to give the presentation of your 
life.

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You might be puzzled today when 
you realize that your plans are not 
unfolding as quickly as expected. It’s 
not that you encounter a serious set-
back; it’s just that you’re beginning 
to understand the overly ambitious 
scope of your objectives. 

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

A sinking feeling in the pit of your 
stomach arises from your apparent 
lack of progress today. However, no 
one has the right to judge your story 
after only reading the cover notes on 
your book.

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

Your enthusiasm is not dampened 
by the logistical problems you face 
today. You won’t allow yourself to 
lose sight of the big picture, however 
out of focus it may be now. You fully 
understand that you are on a tra-
jectory and you’re on board for the 
long-haul.

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

You’re still riding on the incoming 
waves of positive energy, but 
you’re starting to fear that it won’t 
last forever. Fortunately, you may 
be close enough to reaching suc-
cess that you’re not willing to walk 
away from it now.

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

Your current superpower is the 
ability to discern when to push 
toward your goals and when to 
kick back and relax. Harmonizing 
trines from the lively Leo Moon 
to risk-taking Uranus and reliable 
Saturn empower you to denounce 
authority while simultaneously 
assuming leadership. 

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

You aren’t yet ready to round up 
people to help you bring your 
master plan to life. Nevertheless, 
your eyes are peeled for potential 
allies you can enlist once all the 
pieces are in place.

We are all around,
Yet to us you are half blind.
Sunlight makes us invisible.

And difficult to find.

 First Letter is S 
 Last Letter is S 
 Number of Letters is 5
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SOLUTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

HINT 1: 
HINT 2:
HINT 3:
LAST RIDDLE’S SOLUTION: AGE

TOY STORY:
REX, SPACE RANGER, SLINKY, BUZZ, JESSIE, WOODY, ALIENS, 
BARBIE, PIXAR, STINKY PETE, TOY, COWBOY, POTATO HEAD, 

LIGHTYEAR, ZURG, ANDY, HAMM, STORY, BO PEEP
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“And there seems to be 
no sign of intelligent life 
anywhere.”

“You are a sad, strange 
litt le man and you have 
my pity.”

-  Buzz Lightyear

Like our Facebook page & 
post your answer to win a prize!



FULLERTON– Cal State 
Fullerton softball (19-16) looks 
to continue to roll when it takes 
on the Big West-leading Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo (26-9) in 
a three-game series at Anderson 
Family Field. 

“It is going to be a knockdown 
drag-out, like pretty much every 
conference weekend for us,” Ti-
tans Head Coach Kelly Ford told 
the Daily Titan. “It’s a little bit 
different, it kind of feels like the 
target is usually on our back and 
I kind of like the target now on 
Cal Poly’s.”

Fullerton will open play on 
Saturday with a doubleheader 
before finishing up the series on 
Sunday against the Mustangs.

The Titans are coming off a 
successful six-game road trip 

in which they went 5-1, sweep-
ing Loyola Marymount and tak-
ing two of three games from UC 
Riverside.

CSUF pitchers limited the op-
position to only 13 runs during 
its six-game road swing, led 
by Cerissa Rivera and Sydney 
Golden.

Rivera picked up her second 
straight Big West Softball Pitch-
er of the Week award after post-
ing three wins while pitching 
26 innings without giving up an 
earned run, including three com-
plete games while striking out 29 
batters. Rivera is second in the 
Big West ERA leaderboard with 
a 1.43 ERA.

Golden was also a vital piece 
to the Titans’ strong pitching 
on their road trip. She earned 
two wins while pitching 11 in-
nings, only giving up four total 
runs while lowering her ERA to 
3.17.

Titan pitchers sit third in the 
Big West in ERA (2.74) and 
strikeouts (217). Fullerton has 
three pitchers inside the Big West 
top-20 ERA leaderboard with 

Rivera in second, Kelsey Kessler 
(1.78) in fourth and Golden (3.17) 
sitting in the 15th spot.

Cleanup hitter Lexi Gonza-
lez contributed heavily to the 20 
runs, recording at least one hit in 
five of the six road games. In that 
same stretch, hit two home runs 
and drove in nine.  

“These last two weekends I 
felt like were the first time I felt 
myself again. My swing came 
back and I just really simplified 
the game instead of overlook-
ing it or trying to guess what the 
pitcher was going to throw me,” 
Gonzalez told the Daily Titan.

Gonzalez finds herself in the 
midst of several Big West hitting 
leaderboards as she is tied for 
second in RBIs with 27 and tied 
for sixth in home runs with five. 

The Titans’ main offensive 
threats of Delynn Rippy, Saman-
tha Vandiver and Gonzalez are 
all inside the top 30 in Big West 
batting average. Rippy is hitting 
.353, Gonzalez is at .327 and 
Vandiver sits at .317.

As a whole, the Titan offense 
dwells near the bottom in several 

categories in the Big West, rank-
ing seventh in team average 
(.264) and runs scored (117) out 
of eight teams.

Last year, CSUF swept the 
season series from the Mustangs, 
outscoring them 15-5 in three 
games on the road. 

This year may not be so 

easy with Fullerton batters 
facing tough pitching all 
weekend long. Mustang Sier-
ra Hyland is first in the Big 
West in strikeouts (185), wins 
(15) and ERA (0.94). Team-
mate Lindsey Chalmers is 
tied for fourth in wins with 
10 while putting up a 1.55 

ERA with 86 strikeouts.
“It’s going to be another dog 

fight and I truly think we will 
come out on top as long as we 
don’t let the hype of Hyland 
get to us,” Gonzalez said.

Bryant Freese contributed 
to this report.
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Fullerton saddles up for UC Davis Aggies

Softball hosts first conference series of  season

FULLERTON– Look-
ing to stay undefeated in the 
month of April, No. 12 Cal 
State Fullerton baseball is 
preparing for this weekend’s 
Big West Conference show-
down against the UC Davis 
Aggies at Goodwin Field.

“We’ve just got to keep on 
doing what we’ve been do-
ing the past couple of games 
and stay within ourselves, 
not try to do too much,” 
freshman Sahid Valenzuela 
told the Daily Titan.

The Titans opened con-
ference play on the right 
foot by taking two out of 
three games over UC Riv-
erside in their series last 
weekend. Along with a 13-2 
nonconference victory over 
San Diego Tuesday, Ful-
lerton will try to ride this 
wave of momentum into the 
Davis series and attempt to 
gain some elbow room atop 

the Big West standings.
Despite the young sea-

son, the Titans’ top-of-the-
line pitching staff is al-
ready proving its worth as 
its 2.65 ERA ranks ninth in 
the country and is by far the 
best among Big West teams. 
The next-best pitching staff 
belongs to Hawaii with a 
3.01 ERA. 

Left-handed starter John 
Gavin leads the Titans 
pitching staff with a 1.63 
ERA, which ranks second in 
the Big West. Fellow starter 
Connor Seabold is posting a 
3.19 ERA, a slight decline 
from his 2.48 clip last sea-
son. However he’s recorded 
43 strikeouts, which ranks 
third in the conference.

Seabold projects to start 
Friday night’s game against 
the Aggies with Gavin as 
the projected starter for 
Sunday. Gavin Velasquez 
has been filling in as the 
second man in the start-
ing pitching rotation for 
weekend series since typ-
ical starter Colton East-
man— who has not pitched 
since Feb. 25 at UNLV—is 
out due to tendinitis in his 
throwing arm. 

Velasquez has started 

five games in the absence 
of Eastman, giving up 11 
earned runs in 27 innings 
pitched. In his three appear-
ances before being forced 
into the starting lineup, Ve-
lasquez had not given up a 
run in 10.1 innings.  

In the other dugout, UC 
Davis (9-13) sits at third 
place in the Big West fol-
lowing its conference se-
ries victory over Cal State 
Northridge last weekend. 
While the Aggies are in 
third place in the confer-
ence with a 2-1 record, they 
have the worst overall re-
cord with nine wins. 

The Aggies have used a 
combination of four pitch-
ers in the starting rotation 
throughout the season. Rob-
ert Garcia has the best ERA 
of the top starters with a 
3.86 while Orlando Razo 
leads the team with six 
starts on the mound and is 
second on the team with a 
4.37 ERA. 

UC Davis’ pitchers rank 
fifth in the Big West while 
giving up 4.50 earned runs 
per game. Other possible 
starters for the Aggies in 
the weekend matchup with 
Fullerton are Justin Millins 

and Matt Blais, both of 
whom have ERAs over 
4.00. 

Fullerton has greatly im-
proved its batting average in 
the month of April. While 
they have only played 
three games, the Titans are 

batting .363 with 34 runs 
and 31 RBIs, compared to a 
2.56 average in March.

“I think after those cou-
ple of losses, we all kind of 
came back together and we 
all kind of know what we 
have to do and we’re just 

playing as a team, we’re 
playing together and hope-
fully we can keep the ball 
rolling,” Valenzuela said. 

The first game of the 
three-game series begins 
Friday at 7 p.m. and will be 
aired on ESPN3. 

Cal State Fullerton baseball carries a three-game winning streak into a Big West Conference 
showdown with UC Davis beginning Friday night. 
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CSUF aims to carry 
hot hitting into UC 
Davis series.

BRYANT FREESE
AARON VALDEZ

Daily Titan

CSUF plays top-
ranked Big West 
opponent Cal Poly.

ADAM CASTRO
Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton softball has won five of its last six games and hopes to carry that momentum 
into its matchup with Big West Conference-leading Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 
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