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Planning Commission pushes decision back
Officials heard a 
presentation on 
about bringing 
the Fullerton 
Municipal Code 
into compliance 
with State Law 
Wednesday. Opinion 6

New York plan propels free tuition’s path 
Though there 
are certain stip-
ulations to the 
new proposal, 
the payoff will 
improve access 
to higher edu-
cation. Sports 8

Titans to battle Trojans over weekend
CSUF baseball 
heads to Los 
Angeles Thurs-
day to square 
off with USC 
before finish-
ing series at 
Goodwin Field.

Asian culture celebrated

Petition adresses rights to free speech

Rally 
focuses 
on trans 
issues

The Asian Pacific Islander Desi American President’s Reception featured multiple speeches, traditional cultural dances, and the presentation of 
scholarships from the Asian-American Pacific Islander Faculty and Staff Association to two students.
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CSUF President Mildred Garcia held a reception Wednesday to honor Asian Pacific Islander 
Desi American Heritage Month.
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Young Americans for Liberty club president Aaron Van Meter-Jones (left) asked students to 
sign his club’s free speech petition on Titan Walk Wednesday.
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The Asian Pacific Island-
er Desi American (APIDA) 
President’s Reception for 
APIDA Heritage Month cel-
ebrated diversity Thursday.

President Mildred Gar-
cia opened the event by ref-
erencing the 75 years that 
passed since Executive Or-
der 9066 evicted more than 
120,000 Japanese-Ameri-
cans from their homes into 
internment camps and the 
135 years since the Chinese 

Exclusion Act of 1882 creat-
ed a moratorium on Chinese 
laborer immigration.

“Despite these horrors in 
our American history, today, 
we as a university and nation 
face similar executive or-
ders and exclusion acts that 
threaten our students, our 
families, our communities 
and deepest values,” Garcia 
said. 

SEE CULTURE     3

The Asian Pacific Islander Desi American 
President’s Reception highlighted 
stories of embracing Asian heritage.

ANGIE SUK
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Members of the Cal State 
Fullerton Young Americans 
for Liberty (YAL) club rolled 
a giant beach ball through Ti-
tan Walk Wednesday, invit-
ing students to write their po-
litical opinions on it and sign 
the club’s petition to protect 
free speech on campus.

The petition seeks to “pro-
tect free speech on campus” 
and calls for the termination 
any faculty member who en-
croaches on the rights of stu-
dents, said Aaron Van Meter 
Jones, president of the CSUF 
chapter of YAL.

Jones said the clause about 
faculty termination was 

added after a Feb. 8 alter-
cation involving part-time 
anthropology lecturer Eric 
Canin and three members of 
the CSUF College Republi-
cans club during a protest on 
campus. 

“The week before our first 
planned event, Eric Canin 
decided to assault a student 
over his political beliefs so 
then the petition kind of be-
came personal,” Jones said.   

An internal university in-
vestigation determined an 
“employee struck a student,” 
according to an emailed 
statement from CSUF Chief 
Communications Officer 
Jeffrey Cook Feb. 22. The 
statement read “even when 
we find opposing views ob-
jectionable, ours is a cam-
pus where we will insist that 
respect be afforded to the 
right of others to assert those 
views.”

Canin was suspended fol-
lowing the incident. 

Canin and his representa-
tives have continued to deny 
that Canin struck anyone. 
Canin said in a text message 
after the altercation that he 
was “confident any video 
would exonerate” him.

“It is grotesque that the 
attack on Dr. Canin, the si-
lencing of Dr. Canin and the 
threat to take away his liveli-
hood is being portrayed as a 
defense of free speech,” said 
California Faculty Associa-
tion Fullerton Faculty Rights 
Chair Tyler McMillen in a 
text message in March.

The petition has about 170 
student signatures, Jones 
said, and YAL plans to send 
it to the anthropology depart-
ment head, Interim Dean of 
Students Alisia Kirkwood 
and the vice president of Stu-
dent Life and Leadership 
Berenecea Johnson Eanes, 
Ph.D.

Young Americans 
for Liberty gather 
signatures.

MEGAN MAXEY
Daily Titan

Students gathered in the 
Humanities-Social Sciences 
courtyard Wednesday for a 
rally promoting fundamental 
human rights for transgender 
and minority communities.

Guest speaker Kelly Lep-
ley said she has been in-
volved in the trans com-
munity for about four years 
and credited the TED Talk 
she gave two years ago for 
helping her push her own 
limits. 

“I don’t do this by trade. 
I’m an airline pilot, I fly 
planes, so this is complete-
ly different from what I am 
trained to do and I find it a 
great joy to go out and en-
courage other people,” Lep-
ley said. 

She said she hopes speak-
ing out publicly will help 
encourage students to live 
their life to the fullest and 
for themselves instead of 
society. 

Lepley and other speak-
ers participated in a “Stand 
Your Ground Rally,” which 
talked about the rights of 
groups such including wom-
en, LGBTQ, immigrant and 
communities of color in the 
face of the new presidential 
administration. 

SEE RALLY     2

SEE YAL     3

Students, activists 
gather to support 
diversity.

KAROL PERDOMO
Daily Titan
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published on the subsequent issue after an error 
is discovered and will appear on page 2. Errors on 
the Opinion page will be corrected on that page. 

Corrections will also be made to the online  
version of the article.  

Please contact Editor-in-Chief Hayley M. Slye at 
(657) 278-5815 or at  

editorinchief@dailytitan.com to report any errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday 
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CSUF adjunct history pro-
fessor Jennifer B. Thompson 
introduced speakers with Er-
rol Mcinnes, the founder of the 
Trans Inclusive Moderate Em-
pathetic (TIME) movement, 
who came from Phoenix to 
help with the rally.   

Thompson spoke to the uni-
versity March 12, 2015 about 
transitioning. She said it was 
a very “unusual situation” to 
come out. Thompson said by 
fall 2017, she will finally be 
“living as her authentic self.”   

“Ignorance is not the route 
we should be taking right 
now. It’s just not. We need to 

turn this around,” Thomp-
son said. She said the country 
needs to build a diverse, inclu-
sive, grassroots intersectional 
movement.  

Thompson thanked Presi-
dent Mildred Garcia’s for her 
support and said she is proud of 
the LGBTQ Center, WoMen’s 
& Adult Reentry Center, Dis-
ability Support Services and 
classes provided for students in 
the humanities department. 

Third-year illustration ma-
jor Valerie Herrera said she 
stopped to listen to the rally 
speakers because her class let 
out earlier than expected. 

“I’m always interested in 
learning about social issues,” 

Herrera said. “It’s always good 
to hear from actual people 
about their struggles.” 

Herrera said she felt inspired 
by speakers at the rally, who 
encouraged her to pursue her 
own goals because they had 
the “courage to be out and be 
themselves.” 

Associate professor of wom-
en and gender studies Karyl 
Ketchum said she spoke on be-
half of the enlightening “trans-
formation” the campus has ex-
perienced in the last six years. 

Ketchum said one of her 
earliest memories on campus 
occurred several years ago 
and involved a lesbian couple 
who were verbally attacked as 

they were walking away from 
campus. 

“There was no communi-
ty space where students could 
gather and reflect on what had 
happened and come up with 
ideas about how we could 
change the climate,” Ketchum 
said. 

Now, Ketchum said she is 
proud there is an LGBTQ Cen-
ter and programs that address 
“every letter in that alphabet 
soup” which allow students to 
come together. 

“In many respects, we have 
a campus environment where 
our diversity isn’t tolerated or 
even honored, but rather it is 
celebrated,” Ketchum said. 

CONTINUED FROM     1

Rally: Trans speakers 
share life experiences

Adjunct history professor Jennifer B. Thompson introduced the speakers at the Diversity Rally Wednesday. Thompson said 
she herself is transitioning and will be “living as her authentic self” by fall 2017.

BAILEY CARPENTER / DAILY TITAN

Planning Commission 
defers dwelling decision

The Fullerton Planning 
Commission voted Wednes-
day to continue the discus-
sion on bringing the Ful-
lerton Municipal code into 
compliance with State law 
provisions.

California’s adoption of 
new provisions for Accesso-
ry Dwelling Units (ADUs) 
went into effect on Jan. 1, 
2017. An ADU is a second-
ary dwelling unit on a lot 
in a single-family or multi-
ple-family zone.

Joan Wolff, senior planner 
with the community devel-
opment department, gave a 
presentation on ADUs, pro-
posed regulations and rec-
ommended actions. 

“(ADUs) provide oppor-
tunities to address unmet 
demands for new housing. 
The state is definitely under 
building in terms of what 
demand is for housing and 
so this is seen as one way to 
try to meet some of that de-
mand,” Wolff said. 

ADUs use existing infra-
structure, therefore, they 
are cheaper to build be-
cause they don’t require ex-
tension or expansion, Wolff 
said. She said they also re-
duce commute times be-
cause they are located near 
existing buildings and job 
centers.

The proposed regulations 
suggest that detached ADUs 
on a lot that is less than 
10,000 square feet, would 

have a maximum floor area 
of 800 square feet, Wolff 
said. She said lots great-
er than 10,000 square feet 
are required to have ADUs 
no larger than 1200 square 
feet.

ADUs that are attached 
to a dwelling and located 
on lots that are less than 
10,000 square feet must not 
exceed 50 percent of the ex-
isting dwelling area, Wolff 
said. 

“(In) the proposed regu-
lation under the new state 
law, no setback can be re-
quired for an existing ga-
rage that is converted into 
an ADU, so if you’ve got a 
garage that’s on the proper-
ty line, you can convert it to 
an ADU but you would have 
to meet building code re-
quirements,” Wolff said. 

Wolff also presented 
parking requirements in 

addition to ADUs.
A one-bedroom second 

unit is required to have 
one parking space and a 
two-bedroom second unit 
should have two parking 
spaces, Wolff said. Parking 
for the second unit can be 
unenclosed but the parking 
requirements are enforced 
in addition to the required 
parking spaces for the pri-
mary residence.

After the presentation, 
commission members asked 
questions and offered in-
sight about the proposed 
compliance to the new state 
code.

Commissioner Kevin Pen-
dergraft said the proposed 
parking regulations would 
change the current standard 
of parking garages.

“If you have a single-fam-
ily residence that has a ga-
rage and that garage is then 

converted to an ADU, then 
your parking requirements 
can go to tandem parking in 
the driveway with no struc-
ture,” Pendergraft said.

Commissioner Ryan Can-
tor said the plan does not 
provide local control and 
said he would vote “No” on 
the proposal. 

Chair Peter Gambino 
said that he was tempted to 
vote “No” as well. He said 
he was also concerned with 
lack of local control and 
parking. 

However, Pendergraft 
said the proposal was “well 
thought out” given the con-
straints that the state has 
given the city of Fullerton.

With the opposing views 
of the planning commission, 
a motion was passed to fur-
ther discuss the proposal at 
the next planning commis-
sion meeting on April 26. 

Officials push off 
recommendation to 
Fullerton City Council.

ASHLEY HALEY
Daily Titan

The Fullerton Planning Commission listened to a proposal on Accessory Dwelling Units Wednesday 
before deciding to defer its decision to the next commission meeting on April 26.
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CORRECTION

In the April 12 story “Association collects feminine products,” a pull quote incorrectly says, “Right now, men-
strual products are considered luxury items, so they aren’t taxed.” It should say they are taxed.



The club held free-speech 
events at least three times 
this semester and have seen 
some success, said YAL 
member Edward Chen.

“I think (free speech) is 
obviously very important. 
This is a place where peo-
ple come to become adults,” 
Chen said. “Part of being an 
adult is accepting different 
opinions and at least being 
exposed to them.”

Students walking on Ti-
tan Walk stopped and asked 
if they could write on the 
beach ball. Several stu-
dents who left their mark 
on the ball signed the YAL 
petition through an app on 
Jones’ phone afterward. 

“It seemed pretty honest 

and it seemed to support 
free speech so I signed it,” 
said second-year kinesiol-
ogy major Anthony Pierce, 
who signed the petition af-
ter writing on the beach 
ball. “Not everybody needs 
to say everything that’s on 
their mind, but everybody 
should at least be able to.”

Students also expressed 
conflicting opinions with 
the members of YAL, in-
cluding Students for Quali-
ty Education (SQE) member 
Liz Sanchez. Despite politi-
cal disagreements between 
the groups, Sanchez empha-
sized that SQE is neutral on 
the Eric Canin incident. 

“We weren’t there, so 
we’re not getting involved,” 
Sanchez said. 

Jones said his group 

attempted to set up a debate 
in a controlled environment 
with SQE and the CSUF 
College Republicans. 

Sanchez said SQE denied 
YAL’s request because they 
feared their participants’ 
feelings would be hurt over 
the Republican groups not 
taking them seriously.

“The current genera-
tion that’s growing up 
has a misconception on 
what free speech is and 
they have this idea that if 
something hurts their feel-
ings or they disagree with 
it that it’s therefore hate 
speech,” Jones said. “This 
is especially troubling in 
an academic environment 
where you’re supposed to 
be challenged with new 
ideas and debate.”
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Cal State Fullerton busi-
ness and engineering students 
attended a Boeing Alum-
ni Mixer and employer panel 
Wednesday at Mihaylo Hall to 

get career advice from Boeing 
representatives.

The panel featured four rep-
resentatives from the Boeing 
Company who said they came 
to CSUF to educate students 
and staff on what goes on in a 
typical day of work and to of-
fer advice on pursuing a career 
with the aerospace giant.

Panelist Teresa Gutierrez said 
she has worked with Boeing 
for the last 15 years and start-
ed as a contract administrator. 

Gutierrez said she now works as 
a procurement financial analyst 
and a business operations and 
planning analyst.

Gutierrez said she got a job 
offer right before graduating 
from college as a business ma-
jor with a concentration in mar-
keting. She said she was thrilled 
to be back at the CSUF cam-
pus to be able to network with 
students.

“It’s really an exciting op-
portunity to be able to connect 

with one another because not 
only will I learn from you, 
but I hope to share my experi-
ences with you as well,” Guti-
errez said during the panel 
discussion.

Gutierrez said she feels hav-
ing a strong work ethic and 
passion for everything done in 
the workplace is essential at 
Boeing.

James Conniff, a software en-
gineer who majored in comput-
er science, Jaime Maldonado, 

a procurement agent, and Nan-
cy Wong, a senior procurement 
agent, were the other three 
panelists.

Maldonado, who graduat-
ed from Cal State Fullerton 18 
years ago, stressed the impor-
tance of staying aggressive, 
mimicking his teammates and 
managers to help him gain a 
competitive edge and being so-
cially inclined.

Kien Bui, a junior major-
ing in business administration 

with a concentration in opera-
tion and supply chain manage-
ment, attended the event and 
said he learned a lot from the 
panelists.

“The culture of Boeing that 
I’ve learned from the panelists 
was pretty useful. Like (Mal-
donado) said, if you want to go 
to Boeing and you want to get 
promoted, you have to be ag-
gressive, get yourself recog-
nized and work really hard,” 
Bui said.

CONTINUED FROM     1

YAL: Students write opinions on beach ball

Mihaylo Hall mixer 
gave attendees chance 
to get career advice.

ANDREW SALMI
Daily Titan

Titans network with Boeing employees

Keynote speaker Mam-
ta Accapadi, Vice President 
of Student Affairs at Rollins 
College said she valued be-
ing a Titan for a day.

“We all have meaningful 
stories so thank you for in-
dulging me and listening to 
a few of mine,” Accapadi 
said.

Accapadi recalled when 
she worked in multicultur-
al affairs and the leaders of 
the Filipino Student Asso-
ciation came to her for help 
after their funding from stu-
dent government for the first 
Filipino culture night at her 
institution was revoked for 
violating rules. 

Accapadi said after look-
ing into the issue, she found 
they were planning to serve 
the traditional Filipino dish 
Dinuguan, chocolate meat, 
at the event. She said the ad-
visor of student government 
determined it was “vulgar 
and inappropriate.” 

After researching the food 
online, Accapadi questioned 
why it was inappropriate 
and explained to the advisor 
it was a cultural pork dish. 
She said the advisor turned 
bright red and defended 
herself by asking why they 
didn’t say something. 

“Asian-American heri-
tage month is for all of us. 
It is a commitment I hope 
we make to each other to do 
our own learning,” Accapa-
di said. “I didn’t know what 
chocolate meat was either 
but remember that I felt that 
something else was happen-
ing. I could have asked the 
students but guess what, it’s 

not the job of underrepre-
sented groups to always ex-
plain their community to 
us.”

The APIDA communi-
ty student speaker Taylor 
Saucedo spoke about her ex-
periences growing up with a 
Mexican father and a Japa-
nese mother. 

When she was 7 years old, 
she overheard her mother 
and her grandmother argu-
ing and that soon after, her 
family moved into an apart-
ment away from her grand-
mother. Years later, she 
learned that the argument 
was about her grandmother 
having a problem with her 

father being Mexican.
“For years, I didn’t under-

stand how someone I loved 
so much possibly was dis-
gusted by part of who I was 
but just by listening to my 
coworkers at APARC (Asian 
Pacific American Resource 
Center) share their own sto-
ries, it has helped me find 

empowerment in situations 
like that,” Saucedo said.

The event also fea-
tured two students who re-
ceived scholarships from 
the Asian-American Pa-
cific Islander Faculty and 
Staff Association and two 
cultural dances by the Pil-
ipino-American Student 

Association.
“If it’s anything that I 

learned from our API-
DA community is that we 
are not submissive, we are 
strong, we are not passive, 
we are not hypersexualized 
and we will make change 
because together we grow,” 
Saucedo said.

Culture: Reception showcases heritage
CONTINUED FROM     1

The Pilipino American Student Association performs a traditional Tinikling dance for guests at the Asian Pacific Islander Desi American President’s Reception 
Wednesday. Members beat, tap and slid bamboo poles on the ground and against each other while coordinating with dancers who moved around them.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

A)  Every aspect of the educational process should promote the free expression of ideas. 
Students are free to pass resolutions, distribute leaflets, picket, circulate petitions, discuss, 
and take other lawful action respecting any matter, which directly or indirectly concerns or 
affects them, subject only to reasonable time, place and manner concerns.

B) Students have the right of freedom of speech and assembly. They may publicly assemble 
to demonstrate support for or opposition to causes or candidates. University control of 
campus facilities shall not be used to prevent the free exchange of ideas. The prescribed 
areas of public assembly shall not be isolated from the natural gathering points of the 
University.

C) Students are free to invite and hear speakers of their choice.

D) Students are free to express reasoned verbal exception to the data or views offered in 
courses of study and to reserve personal judgment as to the truth or falsity of what is 
presented.

Right of Freedom of Expression
From CSUF’s “Student Rights and Responsibilities” University Policy Statement
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*Except Weekend Day Pass. 

Today’s lesson is in comfort, convenience and value. When you ride Metrolink, you’ll enjoy having time to  
connect with friends via social media, or catch up on your latest TV shows on your tablet. Choose the 
Quiet Car for finishing homework, or even some extra time to study. Purchase your tickets at ticket 
vending machines or on your smartphone through the Metrolink App which makes taking the train 
even easier. All this, while saving some serious cash!

metrolinktrains.com/studentyouth

metrolinktrains.com/appmetrolinktrains.com/app

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N INTRO TO AFFORDABLE  COMMUTING
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Shirley Chikikwa
Shirley Chikikwa spent 

her morning filling the 
air of the housing court-
yard with the gentle notes 
of her alto recorder as her 
metronome ticked away in 
the background. 

She was practicing us-
ing Renaissance-era in-
struments for her class’s 
ensemble performance 
at Collegium Musicum. 
Chikikwa began playing 
the recorder for one of her 
classes last semester.

“We have to pick up the 
instruments as soon as we 
get into the class,” Chikik-
wa said. “My friends 
picked up gamba and oth-
er interesting viols that are 
the ancestors to the mod-
ern day violin.”

The music education 
transfer student has been 
singing mezzo soprano 
for at least three years in 
vocal programs, so mov-
ing from vocal work to a 
woodwind instrument has 
proved an interesting tran-
sition, she said. 

“As a vocalist, we have 
to learn to play piano,” 
Chikikwa said. “Picking 
up something that forces 
you to use fingering and 
air, it makes you think 
about breathing and phras-
ing differently.”

In addition to the tech-
nical benefits of learning 
an instrument from a dif-
ferent family, Chikikwa 
formed an appreciation for 

the simplicity of reading 
non-lyrical music.

“I prefer (sight read-
ing music for recorder) to 
sight reading for voice,” 
Chikikwa said. “You re-
ally can read ahead and 
there’s no text (to think 
about). There’s nothing 
else.”

Chikikwa will be per-
forming for Collegi-
um Musicum April 26 
with the rest of her class 
ensemble. 

Masami Mao
Every Monday and 

Wednesday, freshman Ma-
sami Mao can be found on 
Titan Walk with an unas-
suming sign that reads “$2 
Spam masubi.”

Mao is a percussionist 
trying to raise money to 
compete in the prestigious 
Blue Devils drum corps 
program this summer. The 
Blue Devils were ranked 
second at last year’s Drum 
Corps International World 
Championship Finals, and 
she hopes to perform as 
their vibraphone player.

“I’ve been in drumline 
ever since middle school, 
and I’m still in one now,” 
Mao said. 

Even after playing for 
seven years and practicing 
daily, Mao still finds im-
mense joy in her art.

“From a performer’s as-
pect, being able to por-
tray the show that’s writ-
ten to the audience, being 
able to put my passion 
behind it,” Mao said. 
“Bringing a part of your-
self and incorporating that 
with your music is really 
mind-blowing.” 

Despite her lengthy 
history with percussion, 
this is Mao’s first year 

marching with a drum 
corps. Even with years of 
performances under her 
belt, Mao still holds prac-
tice in high regard.

“I love this activity and 
how much time you spend 
(on it),” Mao said. “I prac-
tice individually a lot be-
cause it’s really hard to 
drag around a marimba 
or a vibraphone. (I spend 
time) trying to rehearse 
technique because it’s re-
ally foundational.”

She said practice pays 
off after every perfor-
mance when she sees her 
friends and family.

“I can’t see myself per-
form,” Mao said. “But once 
you hear other people or 
you see videos, it’s like, 
‘Wow, that’s pretty cool.’”

Shirley Chikikwa diligently practices her recorder for her classes that focuses on teaching students new Renaissance-era instruments 
to perform in an ensemble later in the semester. 

KYLE BENDER / DAILY TITAN

Student musicians 
share feelings on 
practice and art.

KYLE BENDER
Daily Titan

Masami Mao sells Spam musubi twice a week to fund the expenses of competing with the Blue 
Devils drum corps on the international stage.

KYLE BENDER / DAILY TITAN
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SUBMIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters from the community in order to uphold its duty as a public forum. To submit a letter, email it to editorinchief@dailytitan.com. 
Letters will be held to the standards listed in the submission policy found at dailytitan.com/letterspolicy. 

Tennessee became the first 
state to offer tuition-free com-
munity college back in 2015. 
Now, New York has fur-
thered the free higher-educa-
tion pursuit by becoming the 
first state to offer free two and 
four-year college, and while 
it’s got some road bumps to 
clear, the struggle is worth 
it. 

In terms of scope, NPR 
calls this venture America’s 
“largest experiment” when 
it comes to offering free tui-
tion and bringing this project 
to fruition further exemplifies 
the value that the American 
people place on education. 

While it has many condi-
tions tacked along to it, The 
Excelsior Scholarship is the 
beginning of a wonderful fu-
ture for Americans who want 
to attend college. 

Giving low-income citi-
zens an opportunity to attain 
a higher education without the 
thought of endless loans over 
their heads is what the coun-
try needs to thrive. This will 
also set a precedent for the fu-
ture, when hopefully, all col-
lege tuition in the nation is 
free.

And although this is a great 
step in American education, 
there will be hurdles that 
need to be overcome. How-
ever, practice makes perfect 
and focusing on faults within 
its stipulations rather than the 

positive elements will get us 
nowhere. 

Although one of the first 
critiques of this bill is that it 
requires students to attend 
full time and finish with-
in four years, it is a stipula-
tion that is meant to increase 
graduation rates and act as 
an incentive for finishing. It 
could be difficult for students 
who have children, who have 
to work or who have mental 
health conditions, but it can 
also be a means of motivation 
for success.  

For those who started col-
lege in 2008, only 39.8 per-
cent of students graduated in 
four years, with the majori-
ty 59.4 percent graduating in 
2014, according to data from 
the National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics. 

Despite the hesitation, there 
is no doubt that this schol-
arship, paid for within the 
state’s budget, will help pro-
vide an education to a large 
number of people. Almost 1 
million New York families 
stand to benefit from the bill, 
according to the Washington 
Post.

The good thing about 
America and its legislation is 
that it can be updated and im-
proved upon. Other states can 
look to New York and use the 
foundations of this program to 
make even better legislation 
for their own constituents. 

So much can be solved by 
offering people free high-
er education, but the govern-
ment and private colleges 
have to realize the selfishness 
in attaching a ball and chain 
of debt to a student until they 
die.

And even then, the loans 
still don’t go away. Someone 
else has to fit the bill. Feder-
al loans can get written off 
but not private loans. Consid-
ering the average American 
dies with at least $62,000 dol-
lars in debt, according to 2016 
data from credit bureau Expe-
rian, it shouldn’t be shocking 

why so many pass on going to 
college in the first place.

The cost of college in 
America has increased by 
more than 500 percent since 
1985, causing many people 
to choose other paths besides 
college—the U.S. used to 
be ranked No. 1 in the world 
when it comes to four-year 
degrees among 25 to 34 year 
olds, but today, it is ranked 

12th behind Korea, Japan, 
Norway and Russia, accord-
ing to Value Colleges. Amer-
ica should not be in 12th place 
and hopefully this bill can 
help the Empire State rectify 
America’s position on top.

As of now, for those who 
do decide to go to college, 
44.2 million Americans are 
in debt from student loans 
with a collective total of 

$1.41 trillion owed, accord-
ing to Student Loan Hero. 

The standard repayment 
plan of 10 years is not near-
ly enough seeing as the av-
erage college graduate takes 
21 years to pay off loans, af-
fecting their ability to own 
a house or a car, according 
to research done by One 
Wisconsin Institute and 
ProgressNow Education. 

And to top it off, in to-
day’s economy and job cir-
cuit, it is next to impossible 
to find a stable job with a 
livable wage without a col-
lege degree. 

America clearly needs to 
address this problem, and 
New York is a vital part of 
the process that will lead to 
the entire nation following 
in its footsteps. 

NY is beacon of free tuition future

New York becomes the first state to eliminate the cost of tuition for two- and four-year colleges. While this step is inevitably going to 
be met with problems, the product will be worthwhile for generations to come. 

CATHRYN EDWARDS / DAILY TITAN

Empire State first to 
offer four-year college 
with no charge. 

ILANA LAGRAFF
Daily Titan
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I tr ied to drink it away
I tr ied to put one in the air
I tr ied to dance it away
I tr ied to change it with my hair

I ran my credit card bill up
Thought a new dress would make it better
I tr ied to work it away
But that just made me even sadder

I tr ied to keep myself busy
I ran around in circles
Think I made myself dizzy
I slept it away, I sexed it away
I read it away

-  Solange, “Cranes In The Sky”
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•THURSDAY APRIL 13:
ASI Productions Presents Orange Film Festival 7pm, The Merry 

Wives of Windsor 8pm to 10pm at CPAC Little Theatre

•FRIDAY APRIL 14:
CSUF Businesss Plan Competition Finals 1pm to 4pm, The 

Merry Wives of Windsor 8pm to 10pm at CPAC Little Theatre

Stealthy as a shadow in the dead of night,
Cunning but affectionate if given a bite.

Never owned but often loved.
At my sport considered cruel,

But that’s because you never know me at all.

 First Letter is C  
 Last Letter is T  
 Number of Letters is 3  
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SOLUTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

HINT 1: 
HINT 2:
HINT 3:
LAST RIDDLE’S SOLUTION: FROST

BEYONCE KNOWLES:
BOOTYLICIOUS, GREEN LIGHT, SINGLE LADIES, HOUSTON, TEXAS, 
NAUGHTY GIRL, SASHA FIERCE, DESTINY’S CHILD, SWEET DREAMS, 

IRREPLACEABLE, BABY BOY, HALO, DREAMGIRLS, BEYONCE, 
FLAWLESS, OBSESSED, BLUE IVY, DIVA, JAY-Z
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LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

People are tempting you to take a 
risk today and you might even act so 
radically that it surprises everyone, 
including yourself. However, you 
might overcompensate by fearfully 
suppressing your desire to initiate 
action.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Managing extreme emotions can 
be really tricky for Scorpions today. 
Everything seems to be too much or 
not enough, making it nearly impos-
sible to gain a clear perspective on a 
situation before making a decision.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

You’ve lost any semblance of being 
practical today, especially if you’re 
enchanted by a new social cause 
or a romantic attraction. Luckily, 
you might be able to escape your 
work-related responsibilities, but you 
could go overboard in your quest for 
fun.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

When life becomes too predictable, it’s 
Uranus that arrives on the scene to dis-
rupt an otherwise regular pattern that 
is keeping you in a rut. Thankfully, your 
home and family create an emotionally 
safe environment where it seems you 
can freely express your restlessness. 

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Your unflagging sense of duty helps 
you stay focused on your career 
now. However, you’re no longer 
interested in repeating old perfor-
mances; in fact, you’re cruising for 
something completely off the map.

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

Embracing an activity that pulls you 
off balance may not be such a good 
idea today, since throwing distrac-
tions into the picture is the cosmos’ 
way of keeping you guessing. Ulti-
mately, your current dilemma is all 
about your core beliefs; when they 
are in flux, so is your entire life. 

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You aren’t one to let random peo-
ple run your life, but you’re overly 
sensitive to the needs of a friend or 
partner now. The Libra Full Moon 
illuminates your 7th House of Com-
panions, revealing the emotions of 
those closest to you.

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

A lingering feeling of dissatisfaction 
is driving you right to the edge to-
day. Perhaps you’ve wandered from 
your established course and realize 
that something must be done to set 
your life back on track.

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

Life seems to be growing more un-
predictable now and you’re not sure 
whether you like it or not. It’s difficult 
to be productive when your cowork-
ers are not as reliable as you expect, 
especially if you’re counting on their 
support.

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Something is about to shift in your com-
munity or professional life. An unex-
pected change of position could come 
out of the blue, for better or for worse. 
A setback is the cosmos’ way of show-
ing you what needs to be improved. 

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

Maintaining your efficiency is chal-
lenging today because you’re caught 
between following your gut instincts 
and listening to the voice of reason. 
But attempts to stick to logic won’t 
solve the problem; the more you 
resist the future, the quicker it will 
arrive. 

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

Unknowable mysteries are made 
known today, satisfying your current 
fascination with the perpetual riddles 
of life. Fortunately, your mind is light-
ning-quick to grasp a new concept. 
But don’t make the mistake of clos-
ing down your heart as a matter of 
convenience while you’re opening 
your mind.

HOROSCOPE
PROVIDED BY tarot.com

$25 

OF THIS WEEKS PRIZE
WINNER

TITAN WALK

NOELI MURRIETTA
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FULLERTON– Riding 
a six-game win streak, No. 8 
Cal State Fullerton baseball 
(21-10) travels to Los Ange-
les Thursday night to take on 
USC (16-14) before returning 
home to finish the series Fri-
day and Saturday at Goodwin 
Field.  

CSUF and USC are in the 
top 10 of nearly every postsea-
son accomplishment list. The 
Trojans lead the nation with 
12 total College World Series 
titles while Fullerton is tied for 
fifth with four titles.

In addition, both universi-
ties rank among the top teams 
in the nation in most College 
World Series appearances and 
wins. USC is tied for fifth in 
appearances with 21 and sec-
ond in wins with 74. The Ti-
tans are not far behind in sev-
enth with 17 appearances and 
34 wins (which ranks ninth all 
time).

The Titans control the all-
time matchup with a 50-39-1 

record against USC in a series 
that dates all the way back to 
1975, making for an interest-
ing rivalry between the two 
powerhouse baseball pro-
grams, even if the current 
players weren’t aware of it. 

“I didn’t even know,” first-
year transfer from Golden 
West College Dillon Persinger 
told the Daily Titan. “It’s just 
another series. We got to take 
a series win and take it one 
day at a time.”

While Fullerton does have 
an 11-game lead over the men 
of Troy, USC did claim victo-
ry in both contests during the 
2016 season. 

Persinger and freshman Sa-
hid Valenzuela may be able 
to stop the two-game losing 
streak against USC this week-
end for the Titans. 

Persinger began the season 
at second base but has since 
been moved to first to allow 
Valenzuela to play second 
base. 

The Titans have gone 12-5 
since the move, even though 
Persinger has much more ex-
perience playing the position. 
When Persinger started at sec-
ond base, the Titans posted a 
7-5 record. 

“It’s my first time play-
ing first base since probably 

Little League or something,” 
Persinger said. “It’s just a new 
thing, but I’m learning every 
practice and trying to get bet-
ter at it.” 

It may be Persinger’s first 
time manning the position 
since he was a kid, but he’s 
helping Fullerton win games. 

“Whatever helps the team 
win,” Persinger said. “I think 
getting Sahid in the lineup is 

actually huge at second base, 
so whatever helps the team 
win. He’s hitting well right 
now so let’s keep him at 
second.”

The Titans also have some 
firepower back from injury. 

Right fielder Ruben Carde-
nas had not played since 
March 4 against Houston, 
missing 19 games with a low-
er-back injury before returning 

against UC Davis. 
Cardenas didn’t miss a beat, 

launching a solo home run in 
his return to the lineup for the 
Titans’ 6-0 win over the Ag-
gies last Friday. 

“It felt really good since I 
was out for so long, just see-
ing people do what I wish 
I could have done. Getting 
back in the groove of things 
was really nice,” Cardenas 

told the Daily Titan.
In three games against UC 

Davis, Cardenas racked up 
five hits and six RBIs in 11 
plate appearances. 

Fullerton hopes to ride it 
hot hitting and high scoring 
into this weekend’s matchup 
to extend the all-time series 
lead over USC with the first 
game Thursday at 6 p.m. at 
Dedeaux Field. 

Powerhouse programs to face off
CSUF and USC have 
combined for 16 
CWS Titles. 

BRYANT FREESE
Daily Titan

Tennis looks to make history in Northridge

FULLERTON– Cal 
State Fullerton tennis en-
ters its weekend matchup 
against CSU Northridge 
with a chance at history. 

The Titans (16-2) are just 
one win away from tying the 
program’s best mark ever 
with 17 wins, and they cred-
it one simple factor for their 
success.

“Putting in the work every 
single day in practice, which 
helps us prepare for these 
matches. If we’re not work-
ing hard in practice, we’re 
not going to be prepared,” 
Titan Head Coach Dianne 
Matias told the Daily Titan. 

“It’s just putting in the work, 
day in, day out, regardless 
of how you’re feeling that 
day.” 

Sitting right below CSUF 
in the standings, CSUN 
walked away with a 4-2 win 
against UC Davis back in 
March. However, the Mat-
adors fell short with a 4-1 
loss against UC Santa Bar-
bara in their last match, put-
ting them at .500 in the Big 
West conference (3-3)  and 

overall (9-9).
Sophomore Skyla Alcon 

has recorded several wins 
over Division I institutions 
including Cal State Fuller-
ton. Just last year, Alcon 
and teammate Vivian Lin 
claimed a win against CSUF 
in the Big West Champion-
ship quarterfinal.  

Despite their disparate 
records, the Titans aren’t 
overlooking the Matadors 
and know CSUN will bring 

its A-game.
“I don’t think we’ve had 

that many issues with us 
getting overconfident. We 
know whatever team we’re 
going to play, they’re go-
ing to bring their best game 
against us, so we’re ready. 
We can’t really go into a 
match thinking it’s going to 
be handed to us, we know 
that we have to work for ev-
ery match,” Matias said.

CSUF held a four-game 

win streak against Pacif-
ic, Nebraska, UC Davis and 
Azusa Pacific but took a loss 
against UC Santa Barbara 
before bouncing back with a 
4-3 victory against Cal Poly 
over the weekend. 

The Titans will meet the 
Matadors for the match 
Saturday at 11 a.m. in 
Northridge.

Harrison Faigen contrib-
uted to this report.

Fullerton can tie its 
record for most wins 
in a single season.

YARESLY 
SANCHEZ-AGUILERA

Daily Titan

Sahid Valenzuela was penciled into the starting lineup at second base Feb. 25 against UNLV and has continued to produce results for 
the Titans. Since then, and Dillon Persinger’s move to first base, Fullerton is 12-5.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN
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