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The Cal State Fullerton 
Housing Piazza was filled 
with dazzling lights and up-
beat music Tuesday as six 
of Orange County’s drag 
queens took to the runway 
for CSUF’s annual Drag 
Show.

The show began with a 
high-energy performance 
from first-time queen Flo-
ra Fauntay. Fauntay was 
greeted with thunderous ap-
plause and cheers from the 
crowd, many of whom were 
standing due to high turnout 
for the event. 

Being her first time per-
forming in drag, Fauntay 
said she was extremely ner-
vous the week leading up to 
the show but was delight-
ed to be on stage with the 
crowd in front of her.

“It felt like an out-of-
body experience,” Fauntay 
said. “When I got on the 
stage, it was so real. It was 
awesome.”

Housing and Residen-
tial Engagement hosted the 
show in a collaboration with 
OC Radar, a nonprofit of-
fering free HIV screenings, 
and the LGBTQ Resource 
Center on campus . OC Ra-
dar offered free condoms 
and discussed safe sex edu-
cation at a table in the back 
of the piazza. Next to OC 
Radar was a table for the 
LGBTQ Resource Center 
with information about the 
resources it offers.

Event coordinator Sal 
Ramirez said that the 
queens performed on 
their own for free, without 
contracts.

Backed by CSUF alum-
na and emcee for the show 
Alessandra Divine, Fauntay 
found herself in welcoming 

company for her first ap-
pearance in drag and is 
looking forward to per-
forming again.

“I think Flora might have 
a future,” Fauntay said. “I 
really don’t know what she’s 
going to become or who she 
is, but I’m excited.”

After a few technical dif-
ficulties, Divine made a 
grand entrance, donning 
a bright red corset with a 
whip in hand. Her provoca-
tive performance didn’t ac-
tually get to the stage un-
til she had already made 
her way through the crowd 
interacting with audience 
members.

Immediately following her 
performance, Divine invited 
audience members who want-
ed to get “whipped” to ap-
proach the stage. 

Drag queens slay at CSUF

Asian cultures meld at night market

Youth 
learn to 
protect 
planet

Opening act Flora Fauntay performs in drag for the first time to one of many upbeat top-40 pop songs at Cal State 
Fullerton’s annual drag show.
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Energetic 
performances 
rocked the piazza.

KYLE BENDER
Daily Titan

Xotica Erotica (left) talks with CSUF alumna Alessandra Divine (right) after her first 
performance
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Along with food items including katsu, baklava, spam musubi, spring roll and milk tea, the Titan Night Market offered 
origami, a photo station and giant Jenga.
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The fragrance of different 
cultures coming together ema-
nated from the CSUF Student 
Housing Piazza Wednesday at 
the second annual Titan Night 
Market. The event was part 
of Asian Pacific Islander Desi 
American (APIDA) heritage 
month.

“I really hope to bring the 
APIDA community together 
to build a coalition and get not 
just those organizations, but all 
of our student organizations on 
campus to collaborate,” said 
Jacob Chacko, the coordinator 
for the Asian Pacific American 
Resource Center.

Inspired by the 626 Night 

Market, an event that brings 
the Asian street food culture to 
the San Gabriel Valley every 
summer, different APIDA or-
ganizations handed out foods 
from different Asian cultures 
for participating in activities.

“We brought it here last 
year, very successful as you 
can see. There are a lot of peo-
ple here and it’s just been a col-
laboration with a lot of our AP-
IDA student organizations,” 
Chacko said.

Food at the event includ-
ed katsu, baklava, spam mu-
subi, spring roll and milk tea, 
among other cultural dishes.

“I think it’s really cool. We 
get to try food and just get to 
learn about other cultures,” 
said freshman kinesiology 
major Janelle Martin. “I love 
Asian fusion. I don’t know 
exactly what specific area 
it comes from, but I love all 
types of food like this.”

Heritage month 
event offers myriad 
food options.

ANGIE SUK
Daily Titan
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CSUF hosted an Earth 
Day event Wednesday for 
students from local junior 
high school Ladera Vista, 
offering a series of demon-
strations and guided tours 
through the arboretum.

“If you catch (the junior 
high students) now, and you 
still can, they’re more like-
ly to be engaged in sav-
ing our planet as adults. 
If they persist with this at-
titude of ‘Leave it on the 
ground. Step on it. Who 
cares?’ through high school, 
(it’s) much more difficult to 
change their attitudes and 
behavior,”  said Sara John-
son, a tour guide and an-
thropology department fac-
ulty member.

The students were divided 
into smaller groups which 
rotated between the eco-
logical “biomes” in the ar-
boretum. Johnson quizzed 
the students at each stop to 
teach them about topics like 
the California poppy, the 
state flower.

The event was coordi-
nated by anthropology pro-
fessor and director of the 
Center for Sustainability 
John Bock, who has run 
campus Earth Week events 
for nine years. 

Ladera Vista Junior 
High visits CSUF for 
science exhibits.

AMBER HAMILTON
Daily Titan
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He gave the Ladera Vista 
students a pre-assessment 
of environmental literacy 
standards and a post-as-
sessment after the arbo-
retum tour ended, Bock 
said.

Bock said Kimberly Gib-
son, a student in his mas-
ter’s of environmental stud-
ies class, came up with the 
idea after finding an inter-
est in the environmental 
literacy of junior high stu-
dents. He said Gibson men-
tored four of his students to 
help create the exhibits and 
the arboretum offered sup-
port by tailoring the tours 
to the same topics. 

The exhibits featured 
were handled by Bock’s 
Chemistry 492 sustainabil-
ity projects class and de-
signed to reflect the new 
generation of science stan-
dards, Bock said.

One of the exhibits in-
volved giving the students 
balloons to play with in an 
experiment that they could 
keep after it was done. 
Johnson said the demon-
stration also offered a sec-
ond purpose.

“(We need) to say, ‘We 
got to take care of our 
Earth, it’s Earth Week.’ 
For some kids that reso-
nates and they are quick 
to (pick the balloons up) 

themselves, they don’t need 
a friendly reminder. For 
others, it’s showing you an 
attitude that’s developing 
early of ‘Who cares? I don’t 
look cool if I bend over and 
pick that up. I want to show 
everybody I’m going to 
leave that on the ground,’” 
Johnson said.

The event also showcased 
five solar-powered cook-
ing apparatuses brought 

by retired diplomat and so-
lar-cooking technology ex-
pert Pat McArdle. McArdle 
said she is a supporter for 
solar-cooking, especially 
in third-world countries be-
cause there are still 3 bil-
lion people that cook over 
an open flame.

Students asked ques-
tions regarding the vari-
ous cooking speeds and ef-
fectiveness. One example 

McArdle used was a group 
of women she met from 
Nicaragua who use a solar 
box cooker to run a bakery 
with no fuel.

“In Orange County, you 
look at which events were 
posted and it is Cal State 
Fullerton who did one of 
the biggest Earth Weeks,” 
Johnson said. “This year, 
we are getting a lot of at-
tention for Earth Week.”

Cal State Fullerton’s 
Students for Life club 
screened “The Euthanasia 
Deception,” a film about 
regarding medically as-
sisted suicide Wednes-
day at the TSU Titan 
Theatre. 

“I think it’s a topic that 
a lot of people don’t re-
ally explore very often, 
so it was a good opportu-
nity to show others like 
‘Hey, this is actually start-
ing to bleed over into our 
country, maybe we should 
think about it for a sec-
ond and consider the side 
that you may not hear 
about often,” said Brooke 
Paz, Students for Life club 
president and second-year 

journalism major.
The film was based on a 

2002 law which legalized 
medically assisted suicide 
for competent adults and 
emancipated minors in 
Belgium. It explained how 
the process can be dan-
gerous for patients and for 
countries who are consid-
ering adopting the law.

“I think it’s a great way 
to learn more by seeing 
these testimonies from 
the people who’ve been 
through it, not only the 
families who have experi-
enced it, but also doctors 
who feel it’s not right,” 
Paz said.

Doctors still need con-
sent from parents, even 

though the child has a 
right to ask for the proce-
dure, according to the Pa-
tients Rights Council.

The film mostly focused 
on why adults may ask for 
the procedure, such as old 
age, illness, anticipation 
of suffering and feelings 
of being unwanted be-
cause they feel like they 

are a burden for family 
members and friends.

Throughout the film, 
advocates against eutha-
nasia expressed how there 
are people who request 
this procedure based off 
unbearable pain that is 
being experienced by the 
patient. 

However, most of the 

patients that are request-
ing euthanasia are doing 
so not because of the un-
bearable pain they are ex-
periencing, but because 
they are anticipating more 
pain and do not want to 
be a burden to their fam-
ily, according to these 
advocates.

“I can’t understand 
the pain that other peo-
ple feel,” Paz said. “I just 
wish that other people 
knew their options, and I 
wish that maybe we could 
consider the families that 
are affected by it.”

Advocates in the film 
also expressed concern 
about a patient’s ability to 
request medically assist-
ed suicide whether or not 
they are in a stable mental 
state.

“I’m not going to say 
people shouldn’t make a 
decision for themselves, 
but I think it’s good to ex-
plore other options, to ex-
plore care,” Paz said.

Club advocates 
against medically 
assisted suicide.

JADE LOVE
Daily Titan

CSUF Students for Life 
screen euthanasia film

Along with going to dif-
ferent booths to get a taste of 
various ethnic food, students 
were also able to engage 
in activities such as origa-
mi, giant Jenga and a photo 
station.

“There was a lady there 
who was able to educate 
me on some of the history 
of origami, and I thought 
that was pretty interesting 
to learn about,” said senior 
kinesiology major Darius 
Nguyen.

As the event progressed, 
students from the participat-
ing organizations performed 
dances, chants and songs.

Juliane Aurora, a con-
testant on “American Idol” 
and “The X Factor,” was the 
guest performer. She started 
out covering love songs.

“I grew up in a super Fil-
ipino family with karaoke 
all the time,” Aurora said. 
“This was one of my favorite 
songs growing up. It’s ‘Can’t 
Help Falling in Love’ by El-
vis. I swear whenever I get 
married ... I’m going to sing 
this at my future wedding.”

She also sang original 

songs, one of which she 
wrote for her “lolo,” the Ta-
galog word for “grandfa-
ther” after he died from can-
cer. Tagalog is a language 
spoken in the Philippines.

“One of the most mem-
orable stories that I have of 
my lolo is when we were 
watching ‘Dick Clark’s New 
Year’s Rockin Eve’ and I 
was like, ‘Lolo, who’s your 
favorite singer?’ And then he 
told me, ‘You’re my favorite 
singer,’” Aurora said.

The Pilipino Student As-
sociation (PASA) cheered 
louder than other audience 
members because Aurora is 
also a Filipino-American. 
Aurora joked along with 
them and told them they can 
call her “ate”, the Tagalog 
word for “older sister.”

“It’s always nice to see 
all the culture clubs bring-
ing out something that they 
find cultural whether it be 
through food or through 
performances or activities,” 
said sophomore account-
ing major Bryan Dang. “It’s 
very good to show the di-
versity that we have on 
campus through this Titan 
Night Market.”
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Retired diplomat and solar-cooking technology expert Pat McArdle brought solar-powered 
cooking apparatuses to show the power of the sun to Ladera Vista students visiting the Arboretum.
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Juliane Aurora, a former contestant on American Idol and The X Factor, 
performed at the Titan Night Market Wednesday.

ANGIE SUK / DAILY TITAN

BROOKE PAZ
Students for Life club president

    I’m not going to say people shouldn’t make a 
decision for themselves, but I think it’s good to 
explore other options, to explore care.

““



One student who goes 
by “Ally Woop” took Di-
vine up on her offer and 
made her way to the 
stage.

Before the show contin-
ued, Divine made sure the 
audience abided by two 
rules: If you see some-
thing you like, give a girl 
a dollar, and maintain 
high energy throughout 
the show. The audience 
took these rules to heart as 
dollar bills were passed on 
to the queens during every 
single performance.

After her performances, 
Xotica Erotica said her fa-
vorite part about perform-
ing in drag was interact-
ing with the crowd.

“Working with people 
every night is really re-
warding to me,” Erotica 
said. “Just to see people 
smile when I lift up their 
day … That’s why I love 
what I do.”

Erotica also helped 
calm Fauntay’s nerves be-
fore the show.

“I did get to talk with 
Xotica, and she just made 
me feel so much more 
welcome,” Fauntay said.

Bellonce Aguilera 
echoed the other queens’ 
love for the crowd. She 
said her favorite part of 
performing in drag was 
sharing the experience 
with the audience.

“The best thing 
about performing is the 

audience reaction,” Agu-
ilera said. “The way that 
they react feeds me to get 
more energy and put extra 
spice and sassiness into 
my performance.”

After a few performanc-
es, Divine invited five au-
dience members to par-
ticipate in their version 
of “Lip Sync for Your 
Life.” Audience mem-
bers Ronald, Esteban, Ve-
nus, Victoria and Dan-
iel each pulled a random 
top-40 song from the 90s 
or 2000s and competed 
for two tickets to RuPaul’s 
DragCon. Venus, dressed 
in full drag, stole the show 
with her death drop to se-
cure the two tickets to 
DragCon.

On top of the crowd in-
teraction, queen Nikki Li-
cious described the drag 
community as supportive 
and welcoming despite 
what most people see on 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race.”

“(One misconception 
that people have about 
drag) is that everyone is a 
b*tch,” Licious said. “For 
those of us who aren’t on 
(‘RuPaul’s Drag Race’), 
yet, we’re not like that.”

Despite the shade 
thrown by Divine between 
performances through-
out the show, the crowd 
and queens all laughed as 
playful insults were tossed 
back and forth.

As the show came to a 
close, the energy didn’t 
let up. All six queens 

took the stage for one fi-
nal performance, show-
casing a display of fierce 
showmanship. After the 
show ended, the queens 
stuck around to take pho-
tos with their new fans 
and share encouraging 
words.

“It’s sometimes scary 
to go for what you’re feel-
ing in the society that we 
live in,” Fauntay said. 
“You should just be for it 
… Embrace (yourself) be-
cause you’re going to feel 
better when you do.” 
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Bellonce Aguilera drew a noteworthy response from the packed crowd in the Piazza with her performance of “Halo” by Beyoncé. Audience members lifted their phones in the air and 
swayed back and forth to in support.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

The queens who took the stage were greeted with thunderous applause and piercing cheers. Some members of the 
audience tipped the performers.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

When Xotica Erotica isn’t dazzling the crowd, she can be found performing in Santa Ana 
at a WTF event.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN
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Drag: Piazza performances draw crowds
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Before suiting up for one 
of the CSUF Men’s Rugby 
club games, Brawley Fowl-
er and his teammates may 
get nervous, but everything 
changes when they go out 
on the field. When Fowler’s 
efforts to weave through 
defenders comes to an end 
with a bone-crunching hit, 
it’s not just pain he feels. 

“You go out there and it’s 
like war. You guys go at it. 
But right after the game, 
it’s just nothing but respect 
and you guys eat together 
and sing songs,” said Fowl-
er, criminal justice major.

The club sport was found-
ed on campus in 1985.

“The purpose of the club 
is to promote the physical, 
social and mental well-be-
ing of an individual through 
the game of rugby, and the 
only requirement for mem-
bership is to be a full-time 
student enrolled at CSUF,” 
according to the club’s Rug-
by Constitution. 

The number of club mem-
bers fluctuates from 20 to 
35 throughout the semester 
depending on class sched-
ules and other obligations 
of the student-athletes, said 
Vice President Kyle Do. 

“Ideally, we would want 
them to stay the whole year, 
but school comes first,” Do 
said.

The Men’s Rugby club 
president, Nathan Amezc-
ua, said the club plays at a 
Division I intercollegiate 
level, where they face col-
leges like Cal State Long 
Beach, Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity, Grand Canyon 

University and Claremont 
College. 

Whether it’s the compe-
tition, camaraderie or sim-
ple love of the game, club 
members expressed how 
important the game was to 
their lives and what it has 
taught them.

Do, a third-year unde-
clared major, said he was 
originally interested in 
playing soccer but mem-
bers from the rugby club 
approached him first, so he 
decided to try it. He said he 
originally played the sport 
because of the competi-
tive aspect but after getting 
multiple brain injuries, he 
continues to play because 
he “enjoys playing the game 
so much.” 

“A lot of people say, in-
cluding my doctors, ‘It’s 
not worth it. You’re just a 
20-year-old and you have 
a long life to give. It’s not 
worth playing rugby,’” Do 
said. “It’s really hard to 
swallow that advice or that 
life-limiting rule so that’s 
why I continue to go out 
and practice and contribute 
to the team.”

Amezcua has played on 
the rugby team for five 
years. He said he came to 
CSUF to wrestle, but the 
team was discontinued the 
year he was accepted into 
the university, so he decid-
ed to try rugby and “fell in 
love with it.”

“I just love how fast-
paced it is compared to 
American football. I love 
the rules, the camaraderie, 
also just the atmosphere of 
the sport itself,” Amezcua 
said.

Fowler said he start-
ed playing rugby in high 
school about seven or eight 
years ago. He said he chose 
Cal State Fullerton after re-
ceiving his associate degree 
in criminal justice because 

playing on a rugby team 
was a priority for him and 
not a lot of colleges offer 
rugby. 

“The sport itself, it chal-
lenges you and it’ll push 
you to your limits and it’ll 
make you ask how hard 
you want to push it,” Fowl-
er said. “When we come out 
here and we run and we do 
our fitness, it changes you 
as a person.”

The club recruits mem-
bers every semester, Do 
said.

“It’d be great to have any 
guys come. It’s open to any 
type of person really. You 
can be a small guy like my-
self or (a) big, unfit person. 
You just have to have the 
willingness to learn and 
the energy just to try some-
thing new,” Do said.

Club rugby leaves it all on the field
Dedicated players 
gather biweekly and 
form friendships. 

ASHLEY HALEY
Daily Titan

Despite the high-intensity contact in rugby, the club still meets for practices every Tuesday and Thursday from 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m.

ASHLEY HALEY / DAILY TITAN

CSUF Men’s Rugby club member Avery Watts (left) sits with club President Nathan 
Amezcua (right) at their practice Tuesday.

ASHLEY HALEY / DAILY TITAN



It’s Earth Day this week-
end, so if you like living 
on the only known plan-

et with life, then it’s time to 
celebrate!

Whether your environmen-
tal action on Earth Day is 
large or small, just make sure 
you participate. This plan-
et is the only home we have, 
and we need to appreciate and 
take care of it. 

In 1970, then U.S. Senator 
from Wisconsin Gaylord Nel-
son created the holiday in re-
sponse to a massive oil spill in 
Santa Barbara. 

In just one year of being in 
place, it was credited with in-
spiring the Clean Air, Clean 
Water, and Endangered Spe-
cies Acts, as well as the for-
mation of the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). 

The EPA has been receiv-
ing some hits from the new 
presidential administration, so 
advocating for its funding and 
more competent leadership 
would be a good way to get in-
volved Saturday. 

The original intention of 
Earth Day was to “force en-
vironmental protection onto 
the national political agenda,” 
according to Earth Day Net-
work. You don’t have to write 
to your representative about 
the bees or join a rally that ad-
vocates for laws requiring re-
newable energy sources over 
fossil fuels. But, of course, 
you can if you want to. 

If you don’t want to make 
this political, you could par-
ticipate in a group beach 
cleanup, donate to a chari-
ty that supports endangered 

animals, shop at local busi-
nesses for food and clothes or 
write a Letter to the Editor at 
Breitbart explaining with facts 
that the Great Barrier Reef re-
ally is dying. 

Even more simple ways to 
be a good citizen of Earth in-
clude walking or riding a bike 
instead of driving whenev-
er possible, being more con-
scious about recycling, plant-
ing something in your garden, 
and turning off lights and un-
plugging electronics when 
they’re not needed. 

Other local ways to partake 
in the celebration of Earth 
could be to go on a hike, go 
swimming in the ocean, take 
a walk through the Fullerton 
Arboretum, go to the Natural 
History Museum in Los An-
geles, go strawberry picking 
in Yorba Linda and just gen-
erally build up an appreciation 
for all the Earth has to offer. 

California is absolutely 
beautiful this spring due to all 
the recent rainfall. The state is 
greener than it’s been in five 
years and Gov. Jerry Brown 
has officially confirmed the 
end of California’s drought 
state of emergency. 

Air pollution is also on the 
decline and is resulting in 
healthier lungs. This is the 
perfect time to go out and see 
what the environment can 
look like when it’s treated 
nicely.

While things seem to be go-
ing well in the Golden State, 
the polar ice caps are still 
melting, the ozone layer is still 
thinning, the Mississippi Riv-
er is still not safe for swim-
ming or fishing, sea life is still 
being found dead because of 
the BP oil spill in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico and other di-
sasters are still happening all 
the time. 

Use this day dedicated to 
our planet to be its protec-
tor, its advocate and its ad-
mirer. Whatever that means 
to you, do it. Don’t be pas-
sive this Saturday. Have 
a productive Earth Day 
that results in a richer and 
healthier environment that 
humans around the world 
can enjoy and benefit from 
for generations to come. 
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SUBMIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters from the community in order to uphold its duty as a public forum. To submit a letter, email it to editorinchief@dailytitan.com. 
Letters will be held to the standards listed in the submission policy found at dailytitan.com/letterspolicy. 

When celebrities 
get free passes for 
the horrendous 

crimes they’ve been accused 
of, it is a clear reminder that 
rape culture is alive and well. 

Bill O’Reilly’s recent dis-
missal from Fox is a rare 
example of justice being 
served. 

The so-called “King of Ca-
ble News” was involved in five 
sexual harassment lawsuits, 
equating to about $13 million. 
Recently, due to the controver-
sy surrounding him, his televi-
sion ratings spiked. But thanks 
to some fearless few at Fox, 
O’Reilly is finally an example 
of the way that sexual harass-
ment from celebrities should 
be handled. 

But just as this moment is 
important in showing how 
these situations should affect 
a career, it’s also important to 
note that it took a dreadfully 
long time for this dismissal to 
come into fruition. 

It’s no surprise that money 
can buy freedom, considering 
O’Reilly was one of a handful 
of individuals benefitting from 
hiding behind his “celebrity” 
status.  

Casey Affleck won an Os-
car this year in the midst of 
sexual harassment allegations 

that resurfaced from 2010, and 
has continued to work without 
consequence. Sexual assault 
survivor, actress and advocate 
Brie Larson had to be the one 
to hand him the award. 

Understandably, she did not 
clap for him when he won. 
Giving Affleck such a pres-
tigious award proves that no 
matter what happens, celeb-
rities will be given special 
treatment. 

It’s not only salt in the 
wound for Larson, but to soci-
ety entirely as we give a stand-
ing ovation for a man who is 
being accused of a crime most 
people would be publicly de-
monized for. 

Celebrities are people and 
just as they are capable of 
committing heinous crimes, 
they should be treated with the 
same swift hand of justice ev-
eryone else is. 

In the most infamous 
cases of Woody Allen, 

Roman Polanski and Bill Cos-
by, punishments for abusive 
sex crimes were nonexistent. 

Even though the U.S. asked 
Polanski on April 3 to come 
back and resolve the crime, 
the keyword is that they want 
to “resolve” it. The director 
has been evading police for 
decades, and he’s a criminal 
for raping a 13-year-old girl. 

None of these individuals 
were terribly pressed for what 
they did because the glitz and 
glamour of Hollywood veil 
them. No one is going to ostra-
cize these people because they 
are part of the stitching of Hol-
lywood itself.

Even though several wom-
en accused President Donald 
Trump of sexual harassment, 
it did not throw his presiden-
tial campaign off course. 

What all of these individ-
uals have in common is that 
they had enough money and 
power in society to dismiss 

these accusations. 
Letting these individuals 

continue their lives with min-
imal interruption sets a terri-
ble example for how the law 
should treat allegations of sex-
ual assault that do not involve 
celebrities. All of this is an ee-
rie reminder the rape culture 
we live in. 

While it is brave and inspir-
ing when individuals speak 
out against sexual assault, so-
cietal norms are the entire rea-
son the public feels it is brave 
to report and speak publicly 
about it.

When victims of sexual as-
sault come out about their 
trauma, it is common for 
people to question what they 
were wearing, whether or not 
they had been drinking, bring 
up their past to explain how 
they’re attention seeking and 
promiscuous—anything but 
blame the assaulter. 

Brushing off a traumatic sex 

crime does nothing but leave a 
permanent stain on society.

Anyone that comes forward 
has to deal with the trauma of 
the incident again and again; 
the public needs to be suscep-
tible to hearing what victims 
have to say. This pattern in so-
ciety is reflected when we see 
victims afraid or uncomfort-
able talking about their experi-
ences because they fear being 
put under a spotlight and not 
being taken seriously. 

When people aren’t tak-
en seriously, getting mon-
ey in return for silence seems 
like a win-win. But this type 
of thinking demonstrates 
the morbid complacency of 
American society. 

It’s not as if indicting these 
celebrities will solve every-
thing, but it’s definitely the 
place to start since they are in 
the public eye and do hold in-
fluence over society—whether 
we like it or not. 

Giving a pass to certain 
people promotes rape 
culture.

ASHLYN RAMIREZ
Daily Titan

Society lets stars slide on sexual assault

Celebrating our home 
means helping protect 
the environment. 

ILANA LAGRAFF
Daily Titan

To celebrate Earth Day, watering a plant or appreciating the gifts that our planet provides is the best course of action. The Earth is 
our only home, so it’s our job to keep it safe and habitable. 

CATHRYN EDWARDS / DAILY TITAN

Caring for 
the Earth 
starts with 
changing 
routines 

TITAN TOONS
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Titans to face top pitcher at Cal Poly

Following its 11-6 blow-
out loss to the University 
of San Diego Tuesday, No. 
8 Cal State Fullerton base-
ball will refocus its atten-
tion on conference play as 
it heads to San Luis Obis-
po to take on Cal Poly in a 
three-game series. 

The Titans are coming 
off their worst loss of the 
season, giving up the sec-
ond most runs of 2017 and 
losing by the largest mar-
gin of defeat. 

“We sucked. When you 
strike out 15 times, you’re 
not going to win very many 
ball games. But like I told 
the guys, you’re not go-
ing to win every game, we 
knew that. We need to get 
better in a lot of areas,” 
said Titan Head Coach 
Rick Vanderhook.

Fullerton recorded just 
five hits on the evening 
while San Diego racked 
up 15 hits and 10 RBIs. 
Two of the Titans’ key of-
fensive weapons struggled 
mightily at the plate. Scott 
Hurst and Taylor Bryant, 
who rank first and second 
on the team in at-bats and 
are Fullerton’s more con-
sistent hitters, both went 
0-5 at the plate with three 
strikeouts.

Bryant’s production has 
especially dipped over the 
course of the season. Af-
ter playing just nine games 
last season due to a concus-
sion that sidelined him for 
six months, Bryant start-
ed off the 2017 campaign 
with a bang, leading the 
Big West with a .458 bat-
ting average and a .536 on-
base percentage. He also 
tallied eight RBIs in seven 
games played in the month 
of February.

The high-octane offense 
of Bryant has diminished 
with each passing month. 
In March, he fell to a .271 
average and a .403 on-base 
percentage. Once again, 
his play has dipped in the 
month of April, hitting 
.226. 

On the other hand, Hurst 
has improved as the season 

moves into conference 
play. Hurst started off the 
season in February with 
.267 batting average and 
a .313 on-base percent-
age. Each month, he has 
improved in both catego-
ries and even after Tuesday 
night’s struggles, Hurst is 
posting a .349 batting av-
erage with a .420 on-base 
percentage. 

Bryant, Hurst and the 
rest of the Titan offense 
hope they can lift their 
game in time for the se-
ries against Cal Poly where 
they’ll take on the Big West 
ERA leader in right-hand-
ed Spencer Howard, who 
boasts a 1.59 ERA. Fuller-
ton’s John Gavin is second 
in the conference with a 
2.22 ERA. 

Erich Uelman, Howard 
and Bobby Ay are the pro-
jected starters in that or-
der. Uelman and Howard 
rank fourth and fifth in the 
Big West in strikeouts with 
53 and 52, respectively. 

Fullerton will have some 

reinforcements to help take 
on the pitching of the Mus-
tangs as shortstop Timmy 
Richards will return af-
ter missing the last three 
games with a sore groin. 
Right-fielder Ruben Carde-
nas will also be back on 
the diamond after missing 
the last two games with a 
lower-back injury that he 
re-aggravated during the 
USC series. 

The projected start-
ers for CSUF are Connor 
Seabold, Gavin Velasquez 
(who is still filling in for 
the injured Colton East-
man) and Gavin, who is 
the typical Sunday start-
er. Seabold is second 
in the Big West with 63 
strikeouts. 

The Titan pitching staff 
will have a tough test as 
two of the Mustangs’ bat-
ters rank in the top five 
in the Big West in batting 
average. 

First pitch of the three-
game series is set for 6 p.m. 
Friday at Baggett Stadium. 

CSUF bats hope to 
rebound after bad 
loss to San Diego.

BRYANT FREESE
Daily Titan

First-year transfer Boston Romero and freshman backup catcher Daniel Cope round third base on their way home. Romero has a .188 batting average and a .278 on-
base percentage in 32 at-bats this season. Cope posts a .167 batting average with a .444 on-base percentage in 12 at-bats. 

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN STOCK PHOTO

First baseman Dillon Persinger tosses the ball to closer Brett Conine for the out. The Titans are 14-7 
since moving Persinger to first base to make room for Sahid Valenzuela. 

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN STOCK PHOTO



PAGE 7
THURSDAY APRIL 20, 2017LEISURE

“You can’t connect the dots looking 
forward; you can only connect them 
looking backwards. So you have to 
trust that the dots will somehow connect 
in your future. You have to trust in 
something — your gut, destiny, life, 
karma, whatever. This approach has 
never let me down, and it has made all 
the dif ference in my life.”

-  Steve Jobs

http://www.dailysudoku.com/
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•THURSDAY APRIL 20:
ASIP Thursday Night Film Series presents The Lego Batman 

Movie 7pm to 9pm at TSU Titan Theatre

•FRIDAY APRIL 21:
Andrew Lippa’s Wild Party 8pm to 10pm at CPAC Young 

Theatre, Fullerton Jazz Big Band and Fullerton Latin 

Ensemble 8pm to 10pm at CPAC Meng Concert Hall

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

Your newly reawakened interest in 
an old partner may be cause for 
contemplation today. Or, perhaps, a 
relationship issue that was recently put 
to rest is now back on your plate while 
mischievous Mercury retraces his steps 
into your 7th House of Others.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Although you’re interested in explor-
ing powerful feelings with trusted 
friends now, it’s difficult to get 
beyond the polite conversation to 
reach the good stuff. You are stuck 
on minor details and you can’t seem 
to move on.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

You have a message to deliver but you 
can’t decide whether to shout it from a 
mountaintop or only tell a few of your 
closest friends. Your news may feel 
important enough that everyone should 
know. But you’re worried about diluting 
your thoughts by spreading them before 
they are fully developed.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You measure your progress on a 
daily basis as an objective way to 
evaluate your work. Unfortunately, 
sometimes the most significant move-
ment occurs in realms that are not 
visible.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Your moodiness is apparent to ev-
eryone today and you wear it like a 
badge of honor. It’s less about your 
changing emotions than it is about 
your commitment to transparency. 
Your logical approach encourages 
you to express all your feelings with-
out concern for the consequences. 

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

A sudden wave of realism washes 
over you today, shifting your focus 
back to the mundane world. Analyt-
ical Mercury retrogrades into your 
2nd House of Personal Resources, 
encouraging you to reassess your 
holdings.

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

Your sense of time is all messed up 
today. On one hand, you’re in new 
territory now that the Sun has left Aries 
for the verdant meadows of Taurus. 
But messenger Mercury is retracing his 
steps into Aries, making you think the 
clocks are running backward.

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

It’s wonderful to reconnect with your 
place in the world but you’re not so 
sure that everything is moving along 
according to schedule. In fact, you 
might be worried that your friends 
will choose a path into the future that 
doesn’t include you. 

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

You’re all over the map today, as if 
your metaphysical GPS is registering 
you everywhere at once. You actual-
ly like the feeling of being free from 
the constraints of space, but some-
thing holds you back anyhow.

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Discussions at the water cooler and 
chat conversations online are not 
distractions from your life. Rather 
than an accessory, they are part of 
the fabric to your world. In fact, an 
informal exchange could turn into a 
significant interaction that impacts the 
direction of your career.

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

Although your main focus is clearing 
a path for professional development 
now, you might not be able to easily 
choose one way over the others. 
Each choice has benefits and compli-
cations, leaving you to untangle the 
good news from the bad.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

You have a fresh perspective on your 
daily routine, allowing you to con-
sider changes that would have been 
impossible only a few days ago.

A hill full, a hole full,
Yet you cannot catch a bowl full.
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SOLUTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

HINT 1: 
HINT 2:
HINT 3:
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APPLE:
MACINTOSH, APPLE TV, APPLE WATCH, SAFARI, ICLOUD, IPOD 

SHUFFLE, IMAC, IPAD, POWERBOOK, MACBOOK AIR, APP STORE, 
APPLE CARE, IPOD NANO, SIRI, NEWTON, IMOVIE, ITUNES, IPOD 

TOUCH, OS X

THIS WEEK
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Softball looks to improve conference record

Fullerton breaks all-time program record

After a road loss Tuesday 
night, Cal State Fullerton 
softball (23-19) will look 
to further improve its con-
ference record with a three-
game series against Hawaii 
beginning Friday at Ander-
son Family Field.  

Fullerton’s last game was 
a 7-3 loss to No. 13 UCLA 
in which a usually reliable 
Titan pitching staff got lit 
up for seven earned runs in 
six innings pitched. 

Offensively, the Titans 
never got anything go-
ing against Bruin pitching, 
scoring two runs in the sev-
enth inning when the game 
was already out of reach. 

With its loss against 
the Bruins, Fullerton’s 

three-game winning streak 
was snapped and its road 
record dropped to 11-2. In 
contrast, the Titans are 8-12 
at Anderson Family Field.

The Titans will look to 
improve their home record 
against Hawaii (25-15), 
which has a 4-5 record in 
conference, ranking sixth 
in the Big West. CSUF is 
second in the Big West 
with a conference record of 
6-3.

Hawaii has not won back-
to-back games in its last 
nine contests.

The Rainbow Wahine 
sport a healthy home re-
cord of 23-10 but is 0-3 on 
the road. Last year, Ha-
waii was a combined 24-
30 and only 8-13 against 
Big West opponents, which 
was good for seventh in the 
conference.

Several Hawaii play-
ers sit atop Big West 
leaderboards.

Junior pitcher Brittany 
Hitchcock is tied for second 

in the Big West in wins 
with 16 and third in ERA at 
1.73. She is also second in 
strikeouts at 133. 

Dana Thomsen is ranked 
ninth in the Big West in 
ERA at 2.45 and has 89 
strikeouts in 80 innings 
pitched.

Nicole Lopez, Heather 
Morales and Sarah Muz-
ik are all within the top-15 
in Big West batting aver-
age. Lopez sits at .339 with 
11 home runs and 28 RBIs, 
Morales is hitting .336 with 
28 RBIs and Muzik is hit-
ting .341.

Last year, Fullerton won 
the season series against 
Hawaii, sweeping the 
Rainbow Wahine in three 
games on the road while 
outscoring them 16-2 in 21 
innings.

The Titans will begin 
their three-game series 
against Hawaii Friday at 6 
p.m. at Anderson Family 
Field before finishing with 
a doubleheader Saturday.

Fullerton hosts 
Hawaii in three-
game series. 

ADAM CASTRO
Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton softball (23-19) lost against UCLA Tuesday, snapping a three-game winning 
streak. The Titans have won four of their last six games entering their weekend series.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN STOCK PHOTO

Cal State Fullerton women’s 
tennis set a new program re-
cord, coming from behind to 
win its 18th game of the season 
against San Jose State.

The team set the previous 
single-season win record (17-
6) last season. This season, 
CSUF is 18-2 overall and 5-2 in 
conference. 

The Titans narrowly edged 
out the Spartans, winning the 
match 4-3. 

Once again, the Titans start-
ed the day winning the doubles 
point, which they have not lost 
all season long. The team of 
seniors Camille De Leon and 
Alexis Valenzuela clinched 
the point with a 6-4 victory 
over Marie Klocker and Gaelle 
Rey. 

De Leon and Valenzuela are 
ranked 51st in doubles, up from 
the 78th ranked spot they were 
last week.

San Jose State then pulled 
ahead of CSUF in singles play, 
taking a 3-1 lead. De Leon lost 
her fourth match of the season 
in dual singles play, falling to 
Marine Dans (6-2, 6-2). Junior 
Danielle Pham (6-4, 6-3) and 
sophomore Karla Portalatin (6-
2, 6-4) also lost their matches. 

Just one point away from 
winning the day, San Jose 
State showed that the Gold-
en State Warriors weren’t the 
only team from the Bay Area 
that blows 3-1 leads. 

The Titans came storming 
back, winning three points 
in a row and securing the re-
cord-breaking victory. Soph-
omore Sarah Nuno (6-3, 6-4), 

sophomore Masako Makiba 
(7-5, 7-6 (5-0)) and Valenzue-
la (2-6, 6-3, 7-5) clinched the 
win heading into their final 
matchup of the season.

Titans to host Hawaii
CSUF hosts Big West Con-

ference leaders Hawaii at Ti-
tan Tennis Courts Sunday. 

Despite a 13-6 overall re-
cord, Hawaii is undefeat-
ed in Big West play (7-0). A 
loss would not affect Hawaii 
as they have already clinched 
the No.1 spot in the Big West 
Championship.

Win or lose, CSUF has 
already clinched the No.4 
spot in the Big West Cham-
pionship. The Titans’ only 
two losses this season came 

against teams that are cur-
rently second and third in the 
Big West, UC Santa Barbara 
and Long Beach State. 

The Titans will have to go 
up against Petra Melounova, 
who is nationally ranked in 
both singles (54), and doubles 
with partner Roxanne Res-
ma (68). Melounova is 15-2 in 
singles play and 10-3 in dou-
bles play with Resma.

In last season’s match-
up, the Titans upset the then 
56th-ranked Rainbow Wahi-
ne, 4-2. Valenzuela and De 
Leon were able to pick up 
some key wins in both dou-
bles and singles play in that 
matchup, and they will have 
the opportunity to do so 
again Sunday.

Titans earn their 18th 
win with victory of 
San Jose State.

TODD HADLER
Daily Titan

Doubles partners Karla Portalatin and Sarah Nuno defeated Tamara Culibrk and Miyo Kobayashi 6-1, Wednesday at San Jose State for the first doubles victory 
of the match. As a pair, Portalatin and Nuno are 21-4 overall on the season. 

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN STOCK PHOTO

Senior and co-captain Camille De Leon was dealt her fourth dual singles loss of the season after 
being defeated by Marine Dans 6-2, 6-2, in CSUF’s 4-3 victory Wednesday. 

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN STOCK PHOTO
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