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News 2

College Republicans criticize CSUF funding 
University GOP 
host demon-
stration in the 
Humanities 
Quad Thursday 
to show stu-
dents where 
their funds go. Opinion 5

New tax plan is short on actual information
President Don-
ald J. Trump’s 
vague proposal 
shows a clear 
bias toward 
corporations, 
leaving nothing 
for working class. Sports 6

Recreation center provides opportunity
Sophomore Cur-
tis Mitchell trains 
in the student 
gym to work 
toward fulfilling 
his dream of 
paying basket-
ball for CSUF.

A fire dancer from the South Pacific Islander Cultural Association (SPICA) performed in the Titan Sudent Union Monday. AICA Administrative Chair Nidhi 
Patel said the performance was approved as long as there was a fire extinguisher close by.
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Campus clubs celebrated

Trump’s
first 100  
days in 
review

Graduate student pursues music

The Association for Inter-
Cultural Awareness’ (AICA) 
seventh annual Culture Cou-
ture invited students to take 
in the sights, sounds and 
tastes of different cultures 
Monday night in the Titan 
Student Union.

 “Whether you’re look-
ing to affirm your identity in 

some way or interact with a 
different identity or a differ-
ent culture, you definitely 
had that opportunity at Cul-
ture Couture,” said Liyah 
King of AICA.

The event showcased the 
art, music, dance, tradition-
al clothes and food from 
about 26 different cultural 

and diversity organizations 
within AICA. King said the 
event aimed to spread “an 
atmosphere of love in a safe 
space here on campus.”

Ballet Folklorico dancer 
Uriel Morales represented 
the Mexican state of Jalisco 
in a dance at the event.

“If there’s anything I can 

convince other students, it’s 
to join. You’ll be in touch 
with your roots. Not neces-
sarily Mexican but you can 
be in touch with anything. 
It’s just, that music gets to 
me. That’s what I like,” Mo-
rales said.

A panel of Cal State Ful-
lerton faculty analyzed 
President Donald Trump’s 
first 100 days in office and 
the current United States 
political climate Mon-
day at the Fullerton Public 
Library.

Alyssa Samek, Alexei 
Shevchenko, Scott Spitzer, 
Matthew Jarvis and Ste-
phen Stambough, provided 
panel expertise on politics 
and both domestic and for-
eign policy.

One of first topics of 
discussion was the presi-
dent’s unorthodox style of 
communication.

Trump may be chang-
ing our ideas of what the 
presidency should be like, 
said Scott Spitzer, CSUF 
associate political science 
professor.

“This guy’s been crash-
ing and trashing every 
precedent and every sin-
gle day brings another day 
where historians and polit-
ical scientists say, ‘Never 
before have we seen this,’” 
Spitzer said.

Trump’s rhetoric has not 
changed from the campaign 
rhetoric of last year, said 
Alyssa Samek, CSUF as-
sistant professor of human 
communications studies.

“He really has not shift-
ed, in many ways, to a gov-
erning style of discourse 
that typically happens. His 
preferred mode is a cam-
paign mode and that really 
has not changed,” Samek 
said.  

However, Alexei 
Shevchenko, CSUF associ-
ate professor of politics and 
administration and justice, 
said that populist leaders 
like Trump are not unique 
when looking at global pol-
itics. Shevchenko told a sto-
ry of his Italian friends vis-
iting last May and hearing 
them say they were not sur-
prised by his rhetoric.

Fullerton Public 
Library hosts 
political panel.
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Ramin Farhad diligently practices the latest piece that he is working on, a composition 
by Franz Liszt. 

SARAH EL-MAHMOUD / DAILY TITAN

CSUF musicians prac-
tice for hours upon hours 
in closed off practice 
rooms in Clayes Perform-
ing Arts, often without 
sharing their work until 
a recital comes along or 
when they move on to the 
next piece. 

“(Artistry) develops 
through multiple per-
formances of the same 
work,” said Rob Watson, 
professor of music at Cal 
State Fullerton, emphasiz-
ing in piano instruction. 

Watson actively gives 

students an opportunity to 
get in front of an audience 
in venues in the communi-
ty with his program “Pia-
nists in Performance.” His 
longtime student Ramin 
Farhad has performed in 
this program many times 
since 2013 and attributes 
it to making him into a 
better musician. 

Farhad graduated from 
Cal State Fullerton in 
2015 but is still taking 
classes with Watson once 
a week. He starts dental 
school in the fall at Uni-
versity of California, San 
Francisco, where he will 
earn his D.D.S. and Ph.D. 
on his path to becoming 
an academic dentist. He 
plans to continue teaching 
and practicing piano. 

Ramin Farhad 
merges his two 
passions together.
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AICA highlights 
CSUF cultural 
organizations. 
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One killed 
in UT Austin 
stabbing

Two dead 
after pool 
party attack

Trump’s take 
on Civil War 
questionable
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A 21-year-old man 
stabbed four stu-
dents at the Universi-
ty of Texas at Austin 
on Monday, leaving 
one dead and three in-
jured, according to the 
Dallas Morning News. 

The suspect Kendrex 
J. White was subdued 
and put in custody 
by campus police af-
ter the attack and was 
found in possession 
of a large Bowie-style 
knife.

Campus officials 
canceled all classes 
and scheduled events 
for the remainder of 
the day out of respect 
for the victims, accord-
ing to a statement 
released by UT-Aus-
tin President Greg 
Fenves.

Police are investi-
gating the crime and 
are searching for a mo-
tive for the attack, ac-
cording to the Texas 
Tribune.

A man distraught 
over a recent breakup 
opened fire at a San Di-
ego apartment complex 
pool party Sunday, leav-
ing one woman dead 
and six others injured, 
according to CNN.

The gunman Peter 
Selis, 49, was eventually 
shot and killed follow-
ing a shootout with San 
Diego Police. 

Authorities said one 
additional person sus-
tained a broken hand, 
wrist and concussion 
from a fall when they 
climbed a fence in an at-
tempt to flee.

The victims in the 
shooting were either 
African-American or 
Hispanic and the sus-
pect was white. San Di-
ego Police Chief Shelley 
Zimmerman said Mon-
day “there is zero infor-
mation to indicate that 
race played a factor in 
this terrible and horrific 
crime.”

In a Monday interview 
with Washington Exam-
iner reporter Salena Zito, 
President Donald Trump 
speculated about what 
former President Andrew 
Jackson’s involvement 
would have been with 
the Civil War.

“I mean, had Andrew 
Jackson been a little lat-
er you wouldn’t have 
had the Civil War,” Trump 
said. “He was a very 
tough person but he had 
a big heart. He was really 
angry that he saw with 
regard to the Civil War, he 
said, ‘There’s no reason 
for this.’”

Jackson, who died in 
1845 and 16 years before 
the start of the Civil War, 
owned slaves.

“President Andrew 
Jackson, who died 16 
years before the Civil War 
started, saw it coming 
and was angry. Would 
never have let it happen!” 
Trump wrote on Twitter 
Monday night.
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A sign that read “How 
CSUF is ripping you off” 
drew students to the Cal 
State Fullerton College Re-
publicans display in the 
Quad Thursday.

The display featured a 
pamphlet and visuals de-
tailing the club’s issues with 
CSUF’s distribution of funds 
that come from students.

“Our goal today is to high-
light some of the flaws that 
we see in the system that we 
feel should be addressed,” 
said College Republicans 
club President Christopher 
Boyle.

One component of the 
College Republicans display 
looked at general education. 
Boyle said general education 
classes are wasted time that 
could be spent getting prac-
tical work experience.

“I think general educa-
tion is a very insidious way 
the school tries to rip off 
the average student and at 
the same time plump up the 
school,” Boyle said.

Interim director of Under-
graduate Studies and Gen-
eral Education Brent Foster 
said in an email he believes 
general education classes al-
low students to “realize their 
potential” and become inter-
ested in areas they had not 
been exposed to before.

“Changing majors, select-
ing a minor, choosing to dou-
ble major all have the pro-
pensity to stem from a GE 
course,” Foster said in the 
email. “The payoff for the 
student is a more valuable 
resume and set of skills and 
exposures when it comes to 
entering the job market and 
landing an opportunity.”

Employers consistent-
ly look for ‘“well-rounded” 
students with writing skills 
that general education cours-
es focus on and help build, 
Foster said in an email.

Boyle said the reasoning 
that general education cre-
ates well-rounded members 
of society is common.

“All the information in 
the world is at a person’s fin-
gertips for free,” Boyle said. 
“For a self-motivated per-
son, becoming well-rounded 
is up to their own individual 
willpower.”

Boyle also said 

administrative costs were 
too high and not transparent 
enough.

Tuition funds contribute to 
employee compensation in 
the university’s annual op-
erating budget, CSUF Chief 
Communications Officer Jef-
frey Cook said in an email.

Another component of the 
College Republican’s dis-
play was tape on the ground 
that outlined President Mil-
dred Garcia’s private es-
tate and tennis court. Inside 
the representation of the es-
tate was a to-scale outline 
of a one-bedroom apartment 
a typical college student 
would live in. 

“We’re arguing here for 
cutting administrative waste 
instead of dumping money on 
a program that’s flawed and 
making sure individual stu-
dents have a say in how that 
money is spent, because the 
bottom line here is that we’re 
a customer,” Boyle said.

The club also criticized 
“campus luxuries,” including 
the expansion of the TSU and 
Spring Concert. Boyle said 
these are not things the stu-
dents should be paying for.

Associated Students Inc. 
(ASI) funded the TSU ex-
pansion and Spring Con-
cert, Cook said in an email. 
He said tuition funds did not 
contribute.

“The university did not 
fund those efforts,” Cook said 
in an email. 

ASI fees paid for the project 
and concert, said ASI Presi-
dent Yanitza Berrios in a text 
message. Tuition is the same 
throughout the CSU system 
while fees range by campus. 

Funding for the TSU ex-
pansion came from ASI union 
fees which go to buildings 
ASI owns, Berrios said in a 

text message. She said these 
fees were not raised because 
they had over $20 million 
in reserves from “careful” 
spending in past years.  

She said ASB fees fund 
student programming like 
Spring Concert.

As part of their display, the 
club set up multiple buckets 
with labels such as “research,” 
“administration salaries” and 
“teacher salaries.” Club mem-
bers gave students fake dol-
lar bills as their “tuition” and 
asked them where they would 
like their money to go by put-
ting their fake dollar bills in 
the buckets. 

Second-year business fi-
nance major Douglas Kurtz 
said participating in the event 
showed him he was “quite 
wrong” about where he 
thought his tuition money was 
going.

“You kind of have an idea 
of (where tuition money is 
going) but you never really 
know the big picture of when 
you put everyone’s tuition in 
one big pot, where that’s real-
ly all going,” Kurtz said.

Kurtz said he usually 
doesn’t stop by events like this 
because it draws a crowd and 
yelling, but he said the club 
members putting on the event 
were approachable and just 
wanted to teach something. 

Club members emphasized 
that while they do not support 
policies like a fully funded 
CSU that campus Democrat 
groups advocate for, they still 
believe tuition is too high.

“I think it goes beyond 
just being a Republican ab-
solutely,” said CSUF College 
Republicans Vice President 
Amanda McGuire. “This is 
just college students telling 
other college students what’s 
happening on this campus.”

The CSUF College Republicans club demonstration in the Quad 
Thursday addressed GE courses and “luxuries” like Spring Concert.

MEGAN MAXEY / DAILY TITAN

College GOP says 
CSUF ‘rips you off ’
Demonstration 
criticizes allocation 
of student money.

MEGAN MAXEY
Daily Titan

“They lived under (for-
mer Italian Prime Minis-
ter) Berlusconi in Italy and 
they took a look at the TV 
and said, ‘That’s it. Con-
gratulations, you’re go-
ing be another Berlusconi’ 
and ‘He’s going to win,’” 
Shevchenko said. “They 
said this when consen-
sus said there was no way 
(Trump would win).”

Spitzer emphasized that 
Trump’s media attacks 
need to be paid attention 
to because he is using his 
platform to be a “bully” 
and has managed to reach 
the presidency by doing 
so.

“We need to at least put to 
the table that he’s waged war 
against the media. The last 
president to do that was Clin-
ton and he paid dearly for 
that, but it looks like Trump 
has figured a way to do this 
to his own benefit,” Spitzer 
said.

CSUF associate political 
science professor Matthew 
Jarvis compared Trump to 

a fox by saying his presi-
dency so far is based on his 
instincts.

“Foxes are not that bright. 
That’s what I think of Trump. 
It’s instinctual. He approach-
es every communication as 
an attempt to win. It’s not 
strategic. We have a saying: 
Win the battle, lose the war. 
This is a foreign concept to 
him. Everything is ‘Win the 
battle,’” Jarvis said.

On foreign policy, 
Shevchenko thinks Trump 
is becoming “more normal” 
because he has failed to de-
liver any of his promises 
after learning of the glob-
al complexities they might 
cause.

On the prospect of what 
Trump’s final 100 days 
would be like, the panel 
largely felt it was going to 
be more failures for Trump 
because of his ignorance on 
policy making.

Jarvis then joked about 
America realizing the mis-
take they had made in elect-
ing a “fox” and the country 
being governed by a Presi-
dent Mike Pence for the final 

18 months of this current 
presidency. He said Trump 
would resign out of boredom 
and the audience exploded in 
laughter.

Shevchenko suggested 
that Trump’s failings could 
be good for him because his 
agenda was not designed to 
be implemented.

He gave an example how 
the Mexican border wall is 
just a goal for him to rally 
behind.

“The wall is a metaphor. 
Do you believe it’ll ever 
be built? Of course not … 
The more it’s (Mexico bor-
der wall) being blocked by 
his opponents, the better for 
Trump,” Shevchenko said. 

Spitzer feels Trump’s open 
embrace of his business con-
flicts of interests has changed 
the way the public will view 
how a president should act.

“This is one of those ways 
in which Trump is trans-
forming our views of the 
presidency and what pres-
idents can do, they can do 
things that are well beyond 
what we ever accepted,” 
Spitzer said.

Trump: President’s 
actions dissected

CONTINUED FROM     1
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There was also a fire 
dancer from the South 
Pacific Islander Cultur-
al Association (SPICA), 
who performed a routine 
with a burning stick on a 
wood floor. The perfor-
mance was approved as 
long as the organizers had 
a fire extinguisher handy, 
said AICA Administrative 
Chair Nidhi Patel.

Booths lined the exte-
rior of the pavilion room, 
providing information 
about clubs associated 
with the event, includ-
ing Hermanas Unidas, 
the Nikkei Student Union 
and the Muslim Student 
Association. 

Students could also in-
dulge in food including 
samosa, egg rolls, taquitos 

and a candy bar, as well as 
henna and turban-tying.

One corner of the room 
featured a makeshift pho-
to booth with a black 
backdrop that had the 
word “culture” written in 
gold. 

Hermanas Unidas “Her-
storian” Jasmin Perez said 
her club brought a collab-
orative painting and two 
posters, which invited 
people to write what they 
thought “empowerment of 
the woman” means.

“We are a club that sup-
ports one another, espe-
cially I think in this po-
litical climate that has a 
lot of tension, we just try 
to foster “hermandad,” 
which is basically brother-
ly love and we try to show 
that not only amongst our-
selves, but everyone we 

encounter,” Perez said.
The Indian Student As-

sociation (ISA), as well 
as several other student 
groups, showcased tradi-
tional clothing.

“I love participating in 
different cultural events 
and really representing 
our culture, and I feel like 
we’re really well known 
for definitely the food and 
the clothing attire because 
it’s so different and so 
bright and out there,” said 
Karen Rai, vice president 
of marketing for ISA.

Various students organi-
zations and clubs includ-
ing the Vietnamese Stu-
dent Association (VSA), 
Alliance for the Preserva-
tion of African Conscious-
ness (APAC), Iranian Stu-
dent Association (IranSA) 
and Pilipino-American 

Student Association 
(PASA) took the stage and 
also demonstrated their 
heritage through dance. 

“Our cultures are what 
make us different but they 
are what make us super 
beautiful and we want to 

acknowledge that and not 
shy away from that, we 
just really want to cele-
brate them,” King said.

CONTINUED FROM     1

Culture: AICA showcases traditions
Traditional dances, food and clothing filled the TSU Pavilion ABC Monday for the Association for InterCultural Awareness (AICA) event Culture Couture. AICA is a subsection of Associated 
Students, Inc. that helps diversity organizations receive funding. 

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

Culture Couture featured abundant food and vibrant traditional dances and clothing from 26 
different campus organizations.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN



PAGE 4
MAY 02, 2017 TUESDAY FEATURES

 VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM/FEATURESFOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN

“I feel like music is 
something you learn to 
share with other people. 
It’s unfortunate that a lot 
of us go through this long 
journey of learning all 
these pieces, but they just 
get stored deep down in-
side you,” Farhad said. “It’s 
neglected with a lot of the 
students, and the PIP pro-
gram allowed me personal-
ly to get out there.”

Whether it be in some-
one’s home, at a school or 
at the Nixon Library, the 
program gives pianists the 
opportunity to speak pub-
licly about the works they 
spend so much of their 
time on in addition to their 
performance. Watson has 
the pianists talk about the 
composer’s life when they 
wrote the piece or break 
down the melodies for 
them. 

Farhad sat at the piano 
during his performances 
and demonstrated the back-
bone of a Franz Liszt piece 
to the audience, provid-
ing new depth for the lis-
tener for when he fills the 
room with its entire flow-
ing melody. 

“I need to feel the mu-
sic first myself before I can 
give that to other people,” 
Farhad said. “The history 
of the piece really plays a 
big part in understanding 
what the composer intend-
ed to say with it.”

Farhad explained how pi-
ano isn’t his instrument—
his body is—and what one 
physically can bring to mu-
sic is what distinguishes 
musicians from another. 
He compared his hours of 
practice to that of an ath-
lete and has a deep belief in 
the importance of tending 
to his body and recogniz-
ing its limitations. 

While Watson finds that 
most music majors at Cal 

State Fullerton seem to be 
born at a piano with a life-
time of experience, Far-
had played piano for the 
first time in a CSUF music 
class and decided to dou-
ble major in both biology 
and music along with mi-
noring in chemistry and 
psychology. 

Farhad’s fascination with 
science bleeds into every 
aspect of his life, includ-
ing music. Although many 
people feel the link be-
tween science and music 
as polar opposites, Farhad 

finds many connections be-
tween the two; referencing 
athlete performance with 
psychological studies, pia-

no memory with neurosci-
ence and the anatomy of 
what a piano player uses 
during a piece. 

“I think one of the rea-
sons I was able to excel fast 
and be able to go through 
a lot of the obstacles that 

I had was because of my 
scientific training,” Farhad 
said. 

Watson makes it a 

priority to educate on the 
prevalence of performance 
injuries among musicians 
who often hide their af-
flictions, leading to further 
damage to their bodies as 
a result. He encourages an 
understanding of the toll 
and torture musicians put 
themselves through and 
the importance of wellness 
among musicians. 

Watson has created a 
“Smart Applied Perfor-
mance Lab” which uses sci-
entific equipment to assess 
musicians as they play and 

recognize issues they might 
be having. Farhad has used 
the facilities many times 
and it has helped him with 
right-arm tension, allowing 
him to improve his sound. 

“Everybody has a life 
changing event—music was 
it for me. It helped me in so 
many ways, and I’m just so 
grateful to have been ex-
posed to it and have been 
crazy enough to continue it 
without letting go,” Farhad 
said. “It was tremendously 
helpful, and I never want to 
let that go.” 

Piano: The scientific method of a pianist
CONTINUED FROM     1

Despite having played piano for fewer years than most other music majors, Farhad found that he has a knack for the art. He attributes his ability to learn 
quickly to dedicated practice and his love for biology, which has helped him better understand the human body and how it works while playing music.

SARAH EL-MAHMOUD  / DAILY TITAN

RAMIN FARHAD 
Cal State Fullerton alumnus

    The history of the piece really plays 
a big part in understanding what the 
composer intended to say with it.

““
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Frustrations with American 
tax policies are bound to get 
much worse with President 
Donald J. Trump’s latest tax 
plan released Wednesday. 

The official government 
document handed out to re-
porters, which read like a 
short summary of a movie 
in bullet points, outlined tax 
cuts that are unsurprisingly 
not beneficial for the majority 
of Americans, especially the 
lower and middle classes.

Facebook’s privacy policy 
is longer and more intricate 
than the document.

Similar to many of the pol-
icies Trump has rolled out 
in his first 100 days as pres-
ident, the wording is danger-
ously vague. America gets it: 
Trump wants everything sim-
plified, including the tax pro-
cess. However, the world can’t 
be simplified, and a country 
can’t be run like a business. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Steve Mnuchin declined to 
say on ABC News Thurs-
day that middle-class fami-
lies wouldn’t pay more under 
the proposal, saying that they 
would have to wait and see 

when the bill is on the presi-
dent’s desk.

The cost behind the Trump 
administration’s actions is 
something that won’t ever 
cross their minds because this 
tax plan benefits the wealthy, 
no one else.

A 2017 Pew Research Cen-
ter survey found that the ma-
jority of Americans are se-
riously unhappy with tax 
policies. A 56 percent major-
ity describes the federal tax 
system as either “not too fair” 
or “not fair at all.” 

In the end, the survey 
shows that 62 percent of peo-
ple say that corporations don’t 
pay their fair share of taxes. 
And with this latest release of 
the Trump tax plan, corpora-
tions stand to get the biggest 
tax cuts.

Higher-income households 
could receive tax cuts of up to 
$250,000, middle-class fami-
lies would get around $2,200 
and lowest-income house-
holds would receive a mea-
sly $128, according to a 2015 
33-page analysis of Trump’s 
tax proposal from Tax Policy 
Center.

Such cuts are bound to put 
stress on the U.S. economy 
that it can’t handle. This can-
not get passed by Congress.

With an ever-growing 
amount of national debt, it 
really doesn’t make sense to 
give such massive tax cuts to 
corporations. And Trumps 
one-page tax plan doesn’t help 
to answer these concerns. 

Not many people stand to 
benefit from a corporate tax 
cut from 35 percent to 15. 
Losing that essential revenue 
means that the federal gov-
ernment would lose an esti-
mated $3.5 trillion, according 

to Tax Policy Center.
“And you (Trump) pro-

pose to eliminate funding for 
Meals on Wheels, and then 
today, you announce a tax cut 
that will benefit the wealth-
iest of the wealthy. Bud-
gets are moral documents, 
my friend, and that budget 
is morally bankrupt,” said 
Democratic National Com-
mittee Chairman Tom Perez 
Wednesday at the National 
Action Network.

Making up for such big 
losses means more cuts 
to federal programs. That 
shouldn’t come as a surprise 
when Trump doesn’t make 
any cuts to military spend-
ing, he’ll just cut the 3.8 per-
cent meant for funding that 
Obamacare needs. 

Way to go, Trump, show-
ing who is really important 
on the totem pole here. Cor-
porations are more import-
ant than the country’s own 

health-care system.
The American people don’t 

need to give any more mon-
ey to Trump’s family when 
he continues to take so much 
from them, including ev-
ery single time the president 
goes golfing at Mar-a-Lago. 
He just went on Sunday, cost-
ing taxpayers another couple 
million. 

What can save the econ-
omy is the Trump adminis-
tration not garnering enough 

support for the plan, and with 
only 52 Republicans with a 
seat, it’s hopeful the propos-
al won’t reach the 60 votes 
needed to pass this plan.

Sure, it seems like tax cuts 
might jumpstart the econ-
omy, but this is a false and 
misguided hope for the fee-
ble-minded. It’s a short-term 
solution to a long-term prob-
lem. This presidency’s terri-
ble ideology is going to run 
the entire country dry.

Vague provisions 
address cuts that only 
benefit corporations. 

ASHLYN RAMIREZ
Daily Titan

Trump’s tax plan looks like a rough draft

President Donald J. Trump’s excuse for a tax plan looks more like grade school notes. With bullet points and incomplete 
sentences, this document reflects the vague agenda that this administration pushes. 

CATHRYN EDWARDS / DAILY TITAN



FULLERTON - Curtis 
Mitchell knows that if he 
wants to fulfill his dream of 
making the Cal State Fuller-
ton men’s basketball team as 
a walk-on, he needs a place 
to practice. 

Since the sophomore and 
pre-business major’s first se-
mester at CSUF, that place 
has been the Titan Recre-
ation Center where Mitch-
ell plays in open runs three 
or four days a week when 
not getting in on offsea-
son scrimmages with the 
Titans.

“I wanted to make sure 
I had somewhere to play,” 
Mitchell said. “As long as I 
had somewhere to play bas-
ketball, I knew that’s where 
I would be.”

The rec center opened in 
2008 after CSUF spent $41 
million to build the workout 
facility. The  95,000-square-
foot building is free with 
ASI student fees and in ad-
dition to its three indoor 
basketball courts, the gym 
features racquetball courts, 
outdoor pools, an indoor 
jogging track and a rock 
climbing wall.

Mitchell says he lifts 
weights when he has energy 
left after playing basketball, 
but he’s also been using that 
extra energy to soar toward 
the rim.

“I’ve been starting to ac-
tually dunk a little more. I 
felt really good one day af-
ter playing, and I just figured 
‘Hey, let me try to windmill 
instead of just regular dunk-
ing,’” Mitchell said. “No-
body was expecting it. I just 

tried it for the first time.”
Mitchell began his jour-

ney toward the rim—and 
possibly the Titans roster—
as a freshman at Harbor 
Teacher Preparation Acad-
emy. Although he said he 
didn’t get serious about bas-
ketball until he was a junior, 
he was eventually named to 
the All-Crosstown League 
Second Team in 2014.

He originally started his 
runs at the rec center try-
ing moves and taking shots 
he would never attempt in 
a serious game. However, 
he started to take his train-
ing more seriously when he 
thought about making the 

Titans roster next season.
“Looking at the basketball 

team, I know they need a 
solid point guard that’s mak-
ing the right plays, so now I 
try to play as if I were play-
ing with the team,” Mitch-
ell said. “Not over dribbling 
or taking bad shots, but try-
ing to just make the right 
plays.”

While Mitchell may be 
attempting to find his way 
onto the basketball team, 
he says he’d tell his friends 
that’s not the only reason for 
people to take advantage of 
the gym.

“I’d tell them it’d be a 
great experience to come 

play at the rec center be-
cause there’s always going to 
be people there to play with,” 

Mitchell said. “There’s al-
ways a couple new faces 
coming in, especially every 

year when there’s always a 
new class of students. I’d 
recommend it to a friend.”
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Titan follows hoop dreams at rec center
Student aims to use 
gym as launch pad 
to basketball team.

HARRISON FAIGEN
Daily Titan

“There’s definitely a lot more people here than other gyms I’ve played at,” said Curtis Mitchell, who uses the Student Rec Center to train to walk-on to the Cal State 
Fullerton men’s basketball team.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

• Built: 2007
• Open: 2008
• Cost: $41 million
• Use: Workout facility
• Memberships: Free with ASI Student fees

• Size: 95,000 square feet

Titan Recreation Center
Quick Facts
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“The reinvention of daily 
life means marching of f 
the edge of our maps.”

-  Bob Black

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

mediumDaily Sudoku: Tue 28-Feb-2006
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•TUESDAY MAY 2:
ASI Spring Farmersʼ Markets 10am to 3pm, Tuesday Recit-
al Series 1pm to 2pm at CPAC- Recital Hall

•WEDNESDAY MAY 3:
New Music Ensemble 8pm to 10pm at CPAC- Recital Hall, 
Womenʼs Choir & Menʼs Chorus 8pm to 10pm at CPAC- 
Meng Concert Hall

•THURSDAY MAY 4:
Tuffy Awards 5pm to 7pm, Andrew Lippaʼs Wild Party 
8pm to 10pm at CPAC- Young Theatre

•FRIDAY MAY 5 :
Andrew Lippaʼs Wild Party 8pm to 10pm at CPAC - Young 
Theatre, Fullerton Jazz Orchestra & Big Band 
8pm to 10pm at CPAC - Meng Concert Hall

LIBRA
(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

You can express yourself so smoothly 
that you might think itʼs possible to 
circumvent authority. However, you still 
may experience a setback now if your 
current plans are overly ambitious. 
Nevertheless, you donʼt like people 
delaying your progress or being told no 
for arbitrary reasons.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Your relationships are often complicated 
by your tendency to feel things in the 
extreme. You arenʼt one to moderate 
your passions just to put someone at 
ease. However, the practical Taurus 
New Moon focuses on your 7th House 
of Partners, encouraging you to seek 
salvation from lifeʼs complexities.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Your emotional detachment enables you 
to explore a complex situation at work 
today. However, trying to convince 
people of your moral superiority could 
alienate the very same folks you want 
to count as your allies.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You may have to acquiesce to some-
one who successfully wrestles the 
controls away from you today. Nev-
ertheless, youʼre not happy if anyone 
impedes your progress. You could 
be tempted to fi ght back at fi rst, but 
defensive maneuvers will only create 
more problems than they are worth.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

You might feel as if time is running 
out and unexpected panic ensues if 
you realize how many loose ends 
you still must tie up. Some tasks may 
just have to be left unfi nished.

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

Thankfully, the hectic pace is settling 
down, but the noise is far from quiet. 
Donʼt wait any longer; itʼs time to 
refl ect on all the recent events before 
you take a few deep breaths and 
turn your attention elsewhere.

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

A refreshing wave of energy washes 
through your life today and you are 
exhilarated by the variety of options 
on your doorstep.

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

Youʼve been fi ghting an uphill battle 
and running into one obstacle after 
another. However, the energy shifts 
today, opening a path to an excit-
ing new spectrum of possibilities. 
Your friends might surprise you with 
support, but you canʼt plan on their 
consistency now that retrograde 
Mercury joins unpredictable Uranus 
in independent Aries.

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

You are eager to say yes to a po-
litical cause, a social invitation or a 
new project at work now that your 
mind is on fi re with enthusiasm. Your 
participation is coveted partly be-
cause your positive attitude spreads 
so quickly.

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

You can rely on your friends and co-
workers to support your efforts today. 
Magically, people seem to show up 
with the right skill or piece of informa-
tion just as you need it. Thankfully, the 
Moonʼs receptivity in your 11th House 
of Networks enables your actions to 
resonate within your larger group or 
community. 

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

Your future is calling and youʼre ready 
to take charge when given a chance. 
You can impress people with your 
stellar show by setting your sites on a 
lofty goal today, and then deliberate-
ly moving in that direction.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

You may be considering a major 
decision to alter the direction of your 
life. Or, perhaps, youʼre overwhelmed 
with an array of projects at work. In 
either case, it helps to break down the 
dilemma into several smaller pieces 
and then attack them one at a time.

I have a title and many pages.
I am a genteel of genteel descent.

I am a killer veteran of war.
I am a slave to my lord pledged to his service.

 First Letter is D  
 Last Letter is T  
 Number of Letters is 8  
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SOLUTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

HINT 1: 
HINT 2:
HINT 3:
LAST RIDDLEʼS SOLUTION: DOUGHNUT

HERBS & SPICES:
ROSEMARY, BASIL, TARRAGON, PEPPER, NUTMEG, PARSLEY, 

CINNAMON, SAGE, THYME, OREGANO, MINT, BAY, VANILLA
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Like our Facebook page & 
post your answer to win a prize!



*Except Weekend Day Pass. 

Today’s lesson is in comfort, convenience and value. When you ride Metrolink, you’ll enjoy having time to  
connect with friends via social media, or catch up on your latest TV shows on your tablet. Choose the 
Quiet Car for finishing homework, or even some extra time to study. Purchase your tickets at ticket 
vending machines or on your smartphone through the Metrolink App which makes taking the train 
even easier. All this, while saving some serious cash!

metrolinktrains.com/studentyouth

metrolinktrains.com/appmetrolinktrains.com/app

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N INTRO TO AFFORDABLE  COMMUTING
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