
Milo Yiannopoulos could 
be paid upward of $17,000 
for his appearance at Cal 
State Fullerton Tuesday eve-
ning, according to docu-
ments obtained by the Daily 
Titan.

The conservative provo-
cateur requested either a 
flat rate of $20,000 or a 60 
percent cut of ticket sales, 
whichever comes out to be 
less, according to notes from 
a June 13 meeting between 
the CSUF College Republi-
cans club, Student Life and 
Leadership and Associated 
Students, Inc.

The Daily Titan obtained 
these notes in response to a 
public records request.

CSUF College Republi-
cans club president Aman-
da McGuire said that the 
figures found in the meet-
ing notes were inaccurate 
in a text message, but didn’t 
provide any alternative 
figures.

“The contracts did well 
to ensure both parties came 
away with costs and ex-
penses covered,” McGuire 
said.

As of this writing, it is 
unclear if any of the details 
have changed since the June 
meeting.

All 819 tickets for the 
event were sold out. At $35 
a piece, ticket sales would 
total over $28,000. This 
would leave the lesser option 
to be the 60 percent cut of 
$17,199.

The notes also revealed 
that part of Yiannopoulos’ 
interest in coming to CSUF 
comes from a free speech 
issue on campus between a 
faculty member and a stu-
dent, likely to be the Feb-
ruary altercation between 
anthropology lecturer Eric 
Canin and a member of the 
College Republicans club.

Canin was exonerated af-
ter an independent arbitrator 
found he “did not engage in 
anything resembling a fight 
and did not have any con-
scious intent to cause harm 
to the students,” according to 
the official report.

As for the timing of Yian-
nopoulos’ appearance, “Hal-
loween was chosen be-
cause their desired space is 
available,” according to the 
notes.

Other documents obtained 
as part of the public records 
request outlined the costs of 
equipment and services pro-
vided by the Titan Student 
Union totaling over $9,000, 
and a separate event premi-
um of $407.

Between his pair of distinct, 
bright green cleats with a 
black Nike logo and the long, 
slender legs that accompany 
his 6-foot-3-inch frame, Cal 
State Fullerton men’s soccer 
forward Bassirou “Bass” Sarr 
is always easy to spot in Titan 
Stadium.

Sarr almost didn’t make it 
there, as countless roadblocks 
ranging from being sent out 
of the country to abuse near-
ly kept him from playing 
soccer.

Born in Senegal, Africa, 
Sarr began playing soccer 
around the age of three af-
ter his grandmother bought 
him his first set of equipment. 

During his childhood, soc-
cer was just a game, a way 
to pass the hours. Sarr didn’t 
know that one day, the ball 
at his feet would serve as his 
purpose.

Soon after, Sarr moved to 
New York when his parents 
decided the United States 
would offer better opportu-
nities for their children. Five 
years later, Sarr’s father felt he 
was too focused on soccer. To 
remind him of his roots and 
not to lose sight of why the 
family moved to New York 
in the first place, Sarr’s father 
sent him back to Senegal.

While Sarr didn’t want to 
go, he said the experience 

motivated him to help the 
country and its people.

“The people over there are 
struggling. They eat once a 
day … Then you come back 
here and it motivates you to 
be better. You want to go back 
and help them,” Sarr said. 
“That’s why I’m here to hustle 
hard every single game. Every 
single day, I think about it.”  

While Sarr was in Sene-
gal, his older brother Bab-
acar, continued to buy him 
soccer gear so he could keep 
playing. 

“My brother never played 
because of my dad, so he 
would tell me ‘You’re the only 
one we have left,’” Sarr said. 
“He would tell me ‘You have 
to make an impact. You have 
to prove yourself and just stay 
with it.’”

Babacar’s support helped 
Sarr flourish on the field, and 
when he returned to the Unit-
ed States, he wanted to con-
tinue to improve his game. 

His father had other plans. 
“My dad never liked me 

playing soccer. Any time I 
went out to play soccer and I 
came back, he’d hit me,” Sarr 
said. “But he didn’t know the 
love I have for soccer and 
the passion I have. It was 
emotional.”

Sarr didn’t give up, and con-
tinued to battle with his father 
over his future. Torn between 
pleasing a parent and fulfill-
ing his dreams, Sarr tried to 
offer a compromise to balance 
school and soccer.

“When I came back when I 
was 15, I told him ‘If you let 
me play soccer, I’ll do both,’ 
but he still didn’t want me to 
be on the field for extra time,” 
Sarr said. “It was hard for him 
to understand how I really felt 
about the game.”

Despite showing his fa-
ther all of his accolades and 
achievements, he had no inter-
est in supporting his son. 

Night after night, beating 

after beating, Sarr said he 
would go to his room with 
tear-filled eyes thinking that 
the one supporter he needed to 
fulfill his dream would never 
open his mind to help him.

The Titans forward said 
his father was so desperate to 
make sure his son didn’t com-
mit to soccer that he would say 
playing the game went against 
their religion.

“He knew that we took our 
religion seriously, so when you 
hear that, you know you don’t 
want to do something that isn’t 
accepted in your religion,” 
Sarr said. 

He read the Quran in 
search of answers about why 
his one passion was some-
thing that could tear him 
away from his faith. When he 
didn’t find anything, Sarr dis-
covered the true reason why 
his father was fighting his 
dream at every turn.
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Check in to ‘Escape Hotel Hollywood’

How 
much 
is Milo 
being 
paid? 

Soccer gives Sarr a family 

Bassirou “Bass” Sarr (middle) joined CSUF men’s soccer in August 2017. Before being picked up by Fullerton, Sarr attended Buffalo State in Buffalo, New 
York where he made significant contributions and set records during his two seasons with the team. 
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The junior forward had goals beyond the net, 
but blocks on and off the field only made him 
work harder to play the sport he loves. 

YARESLY SANCHEZ-AGUILERA
Sports Editor

SEE SARR     8

Walking down the Holly-
wood strip, I saw the typical 
blinking building lights and 
tacky nightclubs, occupied 
by the intrusive entrepre-
neurs dressed as Spider-Man 
and the pesky tour guides 
asking if I’m “itching to go 
on an amazing tour of Holly-
wood” that is always once in 
a lifetime. 

But on the corner of Hol-
lywood Boulevard is a pecu-
liar building that reads “Es-
cape Hotel.” It isn’t difficult 
to spot as it contrasts the rest 
of Hollywood. The outside 
of the establishment is cov-
ered in matte black paint, 
with an enormous gold sign 
with the company’s logo.  

My first step inside was a 
blast from the past. I felt like 
I had just stepped into a ho-
tel that was built in the Roar-
ing ‘20s. Yet with its morbid 
decor and workers dressed 
as the undead, it felt more 
like an episode of “Amer-
ican Horror Story: Hotel,” 
and it was only a matter of 
time until I was checked into 
Room 33.

The “Escape Hotel Hol-
lywood,” is open year-
round and has nine differ-
ent themed rooms currently 
open and two new ones com-
ing soon. It is a two-story 
building with a basement 
level that harbors only one 
room called “Sanatorium.” 

Each room has a record es-
cape time, difficulty level 
and small narrative describ-
ing a scene for context. Some 
of the themed rooms include 
“Zombie,” “Daycare,” “Cir-
cus” and “Espionage.”

After checking in at 
the reception desk, guests 

are given a small book-
let as a passport. Inside is 
their picture along with 
some basic information 
about themselves and the 
establishment.

Before starting the es-
cape room “Witchcraft,” 
the receptionists took our 

passports and gave us a red 
stamp on the correspond-
ing witchcraft page of the 
booklet. She explained that 
escaping within the allot-
ted time would earn us a 
green stamp.  

‘Witchcraft’ draws 
upon the supernatural 
and superstitious.

KRISTINA GARCIA
Asst. Lifestyle Editor

The side of the staircase has character portraits as guests walk to the second story of the lobby. The lobby includes a reception desk, 
along with a candy bar and photo station to take all kinds of creepy photos.  

KRISTINA GARCIA / DAILY TITAN

SEE ESCAPE     4

Documents detail prices 
that have changed, club 
president said.

ZACK JOHNSTON
Editor-in-Chief

‘Stranger Things 
2’ Review

The series’ new 
episodes dial it up 
to eleven. 

Lifestyle 5
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Speaker weighs in on Milo

Pollak Library upgraded

Brian Levin, a professor at California State University, San Bernardino, spoke on the image of the Cal State Fullerton College 
Republicans club, and how the upcoming appearance of Milo Yiannopoulos represents “the death of the moral fiber” of Republicans.

ANDREW LOPEZ / DAILY TITAN

In response to Milo Yian-
nopoulos’ Halloween ap-
pearance, the College Dem-
ocrats of Cal State Fullerton 
invited California State Uni-
versity, San Bernardino pro-
fessor Brian Levin to speak 
on Monday. 

Levin spoke on hate and 
extremism at the Human-
ities and Social Sciences 
building. His talk focused 
on free speech and the re-
cent increase in hate crimes, 
particularly as they relate to 
the image of the Republican 
party and the CSUF College 
Republicans club. 

“This is a battle for the 

soul of the Republican par-
ty,” Levin said. “They are 
going to have to answer to 
what is happening now.”

Peter Rossi, vice presi-
dent of the CSUF College 
Democrats, said they invited 
Levin as a way to speak out, 
rather than act out, against 
extremism.

“We believe it’s important 
to have every idea presented 
and to discuss strategies for 
defeating (extremism), rath-
er than just acting without 
pretense,” Rossi said. “We 
held this event because Milo 
is a fraud. He’s out here for 
his own gain, his own bene-
fit ... He doesn’t do anything 
to defend the First Amend-
ment, and he’s just out here 
to raise awareness for his 
own brand.” 

Andrea Guzman, the 
president of the CSUF Col-
lege Democrats, said that 
while she does not support 

Yiannopoulos, it is import-
ant to be open to his ideas 
rather than suppress them. 

“We need to have these 
ideas out in the open so we 
can critique them, pick them 
apart and expose them for 
the complete uselessness that 
they provide to our academic 
institution,” Guzman said. 

Other students expressed 
their views on the current 
free speech debate occupy-
ing the campus. 

“We think that there is a 
discussion to be had with 
the Republicans on this cam-
pus, but it makes it very hard 
for us to have a conversa-
tion when they’re bringing 
a bigot to represent them,” 
said Aaron Weinstein, a se-
nior human communications 
studies major. “How do you 
have a conversation with a 
bigot?”

Maricela Garcia, a first-
year communications major, 

said that while she personal-
ly doesn’t agree with Yian-
nopoulos’ views, she 
respects the College Repub-
licans’ right to invite who-
ever they want to come and 
speak on campus. 

Like Garcia, Levin be-
lieves that while the Col-
lege Republicans have the 
right to invite Yiannopou-
los to campus, it will have 
long-lasting ramifications to 
the image of the party and 
its members. 

“I think you should go 
and hear Mr. Yiannopoulos 
speak because he represents 
the death of the moral fi-
ber of the Republican par-
ty,” Levin said. “I 100 per-
cent embrace the right of 
the College Republicans to 
make an abysmal, bigoted 
choice and that will be on 
them because this is going 
to be representative of what 
you stand for.”

College Democrats 
invite Brian Levin to 
counter Yiannopoulos.

CAMERON CORONA
Asst. News Editor

The south wing of Pol-
lak Library’s first floor is 
expected to open in early 
November. 

Though renovations of the 
south wing have experienced 
many project delays, most 
recently due to fire marshals 
being called to Northern 
California to address wild-
fire damage, there was extra 
time to rethink the library’s 
use of space.

“The building as a whole 
is about 300,000 square 
feet. It’s a big building,” said 
Clement Guthro, Ph.D., dean 
of the Pollak Library. “We 
just need to use our space a 
little more efficiently, and 
we certainly need some up-
grades ... My goal as part of 
the renovations going for-
ward is to get us up to 4,000 
seats.”

Guthro said the library 
has just over 1,800 seats, so 
the renovations will help re-
duce the amount of students 
having to study on the floor. 
Everyone will be able to en-
ter the south wing through 
glass doors that open out to 
the central Quad, an access 
point not used since 1995.

Other upgrades may in-
clude adding more electri-
cal outlets for student use, 
but Guthro said a lot will 
depend on whether or not 
there is enough power in the 
building.

As the latest phase of the 
long-awaited project nears 
completion, previously dis-
placed departments are pre-
paring to migrate back into 

the upgraded space.
Inside the library’s new 

open space on the first floor, 
students will find a study 
area for 80 people that will 
be surrounded by the offic-
es of TitanCard, Circula-
tion Notices, the Center for 
Scholars and the University 
Honors Program.

“I think it’s an amazing 
opportunity for our students 
on campus,” said Deanna 
Merino-Contino, director 
of the Center for Scholars. 
“The open space is going to 
be inviting for students to 
come in and be comfortable 
and have an environment 
where they can sit and have 
a study group. The library 
will be the living room of 
the campus.”

The Asian-American, Af-
rican-American, LGBTQ, 

Titan Dreamer and Chi-
cana/o Resource cultural 
centers are scheduled to fill 
the remaining offices late 
January 2018. In February, 
President Mildred García 
will hold an official grand 
opening ceremony to wel-
come students.

“(The first floor) will pro-
vide an opportunity to be 
in a living, learning space 
that’s bright and vibrant,” 
Merino-Contino said. “A lot 
of thoughtful design and de-
tail went into (the library) for 
the open concept. They’ll re-
ally feel at home.”

Guthro said continuation 
of the project may begin as 
early as summer 2018. Be-
fore renovations can begin 
on floors four, five, and six, 
the university is required 
to install 105 windows to 

satisfy modern state build-
ing codes. 

The next phase of up-
grades will cost close to $20 
million.

“It will take some sig-
nificant resources,” Guthro 
said. “At this point, the plan 
for the sixth floor is to relo-
cate University Archives and 
Special Collections and the 
Center for Oral and Public 
History. Likely, the fourth 
and fifth floors are going to 
be a combination of group 
study rooms, book stacks 
and open study space.”

Guthro hopes that all li-
brary renovations will be 
completed within the next 
two years.

“That would be my ideal 
goal,” Guthro said. “Maybe 
we’ll see some work in the 
fall of 2018.”

The south wing of the 
first floor will open as 
soon as November. 

DAVID MARSHEL
Staff Writer

Due to project delays, the university had time to ponder certain uses of the Pollak Library’s 
space. Library Dean Clem Guthro said he wants to add more seating.

DAVID MARSHEL / DAILY TITAN
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CSUF aids applicants affected by wildfires

The California State Uni-
versity Office of the Chan-
cellor announced Monday 
that it will accommodate fall 
2018 applicants affected by 
California’s wildfires. 

The priority application 
deadline for fall 2018 is Nov. 
30 through the Cal State 
Apply website, but students 
who have experienced hard-
ship because of the fires can 
request an extension to Dec. 
15, according to the Chan-
cellor’s Office.

“After Dec. 15, students 
will need to make their re-
quest for further extensions 
directly to CSU campuses,” 
the email read.

In addition, the email stat-
ed that students who are 
granted the extension will 
receive a coupon code to 
waive the $55 application 
fee for up to four CSU cam-
pus applications, regardless 
of whether or not they meet 
the standard income require-
ments to waive the fees.

Students who may need 
assistance can request an ex-
tension by emailing calstate-
apply@calstate.edu with the 
subject line “Extension Re-
quest – Weather/Fire Event.” 
The CSU Office of the Chan-
cellor’s public relations man-
ager Elizabeth Chapin said 
no other proof of hardship is 
required.  

This plan for assistance 
only applies to CSU appli-
cants for the fall 2018 se-
mester, and Chapin said she 
is not aware of a systemwide 
plan to help current CSU 
students facing hardship be-
cause of the fires.

“Individual campuses in 
the area do have a number of 
services for students that are 
affected,” Chapin said. 

Darren Bush, CSUF inter-
im associate vice president 
for Student Affairs, said that 
even before this decision by 
the Chancellor’s Office was 
made, Cal State Fullerton 
planned to work with stu-
dents affected by the fire. 

“We are happy to approve 
any fee waiver for a student 
or family who has been neg-
atively affected by the fires,” 
Bush said. 

CSUF will also make ac-
commodations for delayed 
records and applications.

“If, on a case by case ba-
sis, Dec. 15 is not long 
enough, we will extend fur-
ther,” Bush said. 

CSUF is also working to 
aid current students who 

have been negatively impact-
ed by the fires. 

“If a student or family’s 
financial situation has been 
negatively impacted by the 
fires in some way, we will 
work on an individual basis 
to adjust their FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal 

Student Aid), or whatever 
needs to be taken into con-
sideration so that the finan-
cial assessment of a student’s 
eligibility for aid will be 
based upon the current in-
formation as a result of the 
fires,” Bush said. 

This means that students 

affected by the fires who 
were not eligible for finan-
cial aid previously may be-
come eligible to receive it for 
the current and next academ-
ic year, Bush said. 

CSUF students affected by 
the fires can contact or vis-
it the financial aid office to 

begin the process of receiv-
ing aid.

“Whether it’s adjusting a 
student’s eligibility for this 
year or for next academ-
ic year, either one, we will 
work with students and their 
families on a case to case ba-
sis,” Bush said.

University to offer 
priority registration 
deadline extensions.

LAUREN HOFER
Staff Writer

For those who experienced hardships during the recent wildfires across the state, the California State University system will make accommodations by moving 
the deadline for priority registration to Dec. 15, should an extension be requested. The accommodations only apply to 2018 applicants.

HANNAH MILLER / DAILY TITAN

“It’s about 
Acceptance.”

•  We need to accept that mental health 
challenges come in many forms and that          

it can affect anyone.

•  One in five American adults experienced      
a mental health issue.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Escape: Reality takes a haunting detour 
For determined guests 

who complete every room, 
there’s a special surprise, 
but nobody has done it yet, 
which adds to the mystery. 

As we lounged around the 
lobby, a mysterious woman 
walked down the staircase 
in a black cloak, claiming 
she was a fortune teller. She 
read our past, present and 
future using her tarot cards. 
Although she worked at the 
hotel, and it could have been 
a bunch of mumbo jum-
bo, her presence and power 
made my group and I even 
more excited for our room 
and what lied within. 

Music from the ‘50s 
played throughout the ho-
tel. Songs came from sing-
ers like Marilyn Monroe 
and Édith Piaf, and added 
novelty to the atmosphere 
as it made me feel like I 
had actually been sucked 
into a warped version of an 
old-fashioned hotel. In an-
other corner of the room 
was a photo station where 
groups could take pictures 
with dismembered body 
parts and an eerie baby 
cradle, along with a vin-
tage couch to tie the scene 
together. 

Before starting “Witch-
craft,” a guide walked us 
down a dimly lit hallway 
with a patterned carpet rem-
iniscent of “The Shining.” 
In the hallway leading up to 
our room, I felt a bit uneasy 
as the ominous environment 
made every step feel one 
step closer to death. 

Our guide told us the 
rules of the room and stated 
that there were an unlimit-
ed number of clues that we 
could access at any time us-
ing the intercom. 

When we stepped inside, 
she turned on the televi-
sion, which explained the 
narrative of “Witchcraft.” 
She then shut the door, leav-
ing only the screen to illu-
minate the space. Once the 
video ended, the one-hour 
timer started. In the room, 
we found a sheet with our 
given objective and one 
flashlight to share between 
the six of us. 

The basic story was that 
we had been accused of 
witchcraft and were sen-
tenced to be burned alive 
as punishment for our sins. 
An angry mob was on their 
way, and we had one hour 
to escape before we reached 
our demise. 

The first room was small 
but had enough walking 
space for the six of us. The 
corners were covered in 
cobwebs and phrases like 
“they forgot my name” 
were written on the walls 
and floor with blood. It felt 
like a witch’s cottage, as we 
were surrounded by Ouija 
boards, several animal cag-
es, old damaged books and 
the darkness itself. 

Once we uncovered all 
the clues, we unlocked the 
door to the second half of 
the puzzle which led us to 
another room adorned with 
skulls and bones hanging 
from the walls, makeshift 
crosses and pentagrams. In 
the corner of the room was 
a small well; I couldn’t help 
but constantly look back at 
it, expecting to see some-
thing peek through the top, 
and the only thing I kept 
imagining was Pennywise 
the Dancing Clown. 

The second room was 
also poorly lit. It was larg-
er than the previous one, 
which meant more clues. 

Our group was hustling to 
finish on time and complete 
our first escape room at “Es-
cape Hotel Hollywood.” At 
19 minutes on the clock, we 
finally gave in and asked for 
two clues. We would contin-
uously walk back and forth 
between the two rooms to 
check how much time was 
left and whether we could 
actually make it out or not. 

We were all trying to 
keep it together while si-
multaneously freaking out 
over losing when we were 
so close to beating it. The 
next thing we knew, there 
were only five minutes left, 
and once we finally got the 

last clue we heard a loud but 
ambiguous voice projected 
throughout the area. At first 
we thought we lost, leaving 
us disappointed and con-
fused, but somewhere in the 
jumbled dialogue we heard 

what sounded like an affir-
mative message. 

We checked the timer and 
barely escaped the room 
with two minutes and 18 
seconds to spare. 

“Escape Hotel 

Hollywood” was definitely 
worth the experience and 
the price, because it creates 
a completely distorted and 
ghostly environment that a 
typical guest won’t be ac-
customed to. They work 

to make you feel uncom-
fortable without creating 
a sense that you don’t be-
long. It’s a parallel universe 
that will give any horror 
and puzzle fanatic a run for 
their money.

“Escape Hotel Hollywood” creates a different atmosphere that harnesses horror, puzzles and takes you back in time. Guests can venture inside a new domain, but they 
aren’t checking in for the night, they are checking in to get out before the one-hour timer runs out. 

KRISTINA GARCIA / DAILY TITAN

CONTINUED FROM     1

Each escape room has its own record to be broken. However, no group has ever escaped them all. “Sanatorium” is the most advanced 
room that everyone has failed and is yet to have a record time on the board. 

KRISTINA GARCIA / DAILY TITAN
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winter.fullerton.edu

Not a current CSUF student?
Visit Open University at ou.fullerton.edu

WINTER SESSION 2018
Register Now through Titan Online!

Winter Session Class Schedule & Registration Guide
now available on Titan Online

SESSION

Session B

Session A December 16 - January 19  

January 2 - January 19  

5 weeks

3 weeks

DATES LENGTH

Saturday, December 23, 2017 through Monday, January 1, 2018 and 
Monday, January 15, 2018

Campus Closed: 

California State University, Fullerton

TELEVISION

‘Stranger Things 2’ is gripping and binge-worthy

“Stranger Things” feels 
very much like dusting off 
a tattered and forgotten sci-
ence-fiction novel that begs to 
be re-read. The ripped cover 
and yellowed pages inside are 
heavily marked and highlight-
ed with the popular influence 
of its era. A whiff of comfort-
ing nostalgia fills the air with 
the very act of cracking open 
the spine as the sinister synth 
music and the blood red open-
ing titles begin each captivat-
ing chapter.

The Netflix original series 
follows the mysterious disap-
pearance of a young boy as 
terrifying and unexplainable 
horrors creep over the seem-
ingly quiet town of Hawkins 
as the boy’s friends, worried 
mother, brother and a police 
chief are brought together 
against a common enemy. 

One weakness of the second 
season of “Stranger Things” is 
that it has lost a bit of its nov-
elty this time around. What 
was originally a hidden gem 
mistakenly plucked from 
the shelves is now on every-
one’s radar. Its characters 
have been bought, sold and 
reimagined by the masses, its 
actors familiarized on maga-
zine covers and at award show 
appearances. 

A considerable triumph for 
the show, however, is that its 
sentimentality grows for every 
viewer who cannot remember 
living during the ‘80s. Even 
though the series is heavily ce-
mented in its time period with 
blatant references sprinkled 
throughout, “Stranger Things” 

has a universally relatable 
quality, largely because it is 
told through the perspectives 
of its leading adolescents. 

The moment middle school-
ers Mike (Finn Wolfhard,) 
Dustin (Gaten Matarazzo,) 
Lucas (Caleb McLaughlin) 
and Will (Noah Schnapp) suit 
up as the Ghostbusters for 
Halloween in episode two, as 
their parents proudly take Po-
laroid pictures of them, a gid-
dy excitement envelops the 
nine-episode season that begs 
to be binged. 

Season two starts off light-
er than its predecessor though, 
quickly reminding the viewer 
of the many questions left un-
answered last year. The kids 
start off the season well as the 
plot focuses on their returning 
youthful thirst for adventure, 
though this time with a tight 
grip on the shared trauma of 
the events of season one. 

Taking note from sci-fi and 
horror classics like “E.T. the 
Extra-Terrestrial,” “Polter-
geist” and “The Thing,” the se-
ries miraculously incorporates 
and weaves them together by 
exploring their landscapes in a 
way that is satisfying for fans 
who can’t get enough of their 
creative worlds and cinematic 
visuals. 

Creators Matt and Ross 
Duffer masterfully emulate 
the characteristics of the icon-
ic films they allude to, but 
the Netflix series is given a 
unique freedom for breathing 
room typically sparse in ‘80s 
blockbusters. 

The two-hour sci-fi films 
the creators draw influence 
from pack a punch from 
start to finish, but what 
makes “Stranger Things” a 
treasure is how it can take 
frequent pauses between its 
action sequences that benefit 
the development of its story 
and characters. 

The careful intricacy 
found within each character 
and commendable fan ser-
vice are where the second 
season of “Stranger Things” 
excels most. Eleven (Mil-
lie Bobby Brown) may have 
memorably stole the show 
with her iconic season-one 
performance, but here she 
knocks it out of the park as 
she turns the show’s most 
weighty and heartbreaking 
moments into an empower-
ing character arc that con-
tinues to be the core of the 
series. 

The emotionally repressed 
teenagers of Hawkins: Nan-
cy (Natalia Dyer,) Jonathan 
(Charlie Heaton) and Steve 
(Joe Keery) and the scared 
and concerned adults Hopper 
(David Harbour) and Joyce 
(Winona Ryder) each have 
their own standout moments 
within the season, leaving 
few weak links among the 
performances. 

The titular “things,” howev-
er, feel only strange, nothing 
more. Curiosity lurks through-
out the season, but it seems 
that its monsters continue to 
simply be ominous threats for 
the heroes to point their guns 
and bats at instead of being as 
intricately developed as their 
human counterparts. 

The second season veers 
into unexpected corners but 
also often explores places 
journeyed before, making it 
a combination of both a grip-
ping and cozy watch. The 
continued magic of the se-
ries is that it feels impossible 
to find a stopping point as the 
next episode always longingly 
calls as the credits roll. Sea-
son two of “Stranger Things” 
is the cinematic equivalent of 
a sleepless night with a thrill-
ing page-turner that must be 
promptly finished once it is 
opened to find satisfaction. 

Now an iconic hit, the 
Netflix original series’ 
storytelling still thrives. 

SARAH EL-MAHMOUD
Lifestyle Editor

Season two of ‘Stranger Things’ begins one year after the events of the shows hugely successful 
debut. The show borrows from ‘80s sci-fi and horror and includes an impressive, young cast. 

COURTESY OF NETFLIX
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I am emphatically looking forward to at-
tending Milo Yiannopoulos’ talk on Hal-
loween. I have mixed feelings about how 
our campus is dealing with his invitation in 
the wake of the controversy surrounding his 
talks. I look at his talk like the explicit warn-
ing on Pandora, which essentially states, there 
might be language that offends some people, 
and if it is going to offend you, simply change 
the station. For example, a couple times a 
year I can always count on a fundamentalist 
Christian to proselytize their beliefs on cam-
pus. Although I do not subscribe to the same 
tenets they do, I am glad they come.  

In fact, I admire anyone who has the cour-
age to stand up for what they believe in. I 
always thought college was supposed to be 

a microcosm for reality of the professional 
world. College is supposed to challenge our 
beliefs, compel questions and confuse me so I 
can process and ultimately apply what I learn 
to class, work and perhaps even life. It is a 
place to use my words to form complete sen-
tences, which will connect into a cogent argu-
ment. College, as in life, is supposed to be a 
place where I take on challenges. It is sup-
posed to be hard, perhaps painful. After all, 
pain is the touchstone to personal growth.  

What college shouldn’t be is a safe space 
for me to hide from adversity. Often the most 
direct, challenging and harsh people I come 
in contact with, if my attitude is right, teach 
me the most. What can I learn from this per-
son, their ideas? Why do I feel so strongly? Or 

more challenging, could my ideas/beliefs be 
wrong? I am pretty sure I have been wrong 
in the past, and I wager I’m going to make 
mistakes in the future, so I like the idea of 
leaving some room open to be wrong in the 
present.

If you disagree with Yiannopoulos, then I 
expect and welcome protests. My challenge to 
all parties is to see if we can reason together. 
If not, then perhaps we can disagree while re-
maining civil.  

Kenneth Pinedo
CSUF history graduate candidate, M.A.
President, Phi Alpha Theta
Graduate assistant
Department of history

Letter to the Editor
Milo Yiannopoulos is no threat — but a challenge.

HANNAH MILLER / DAILY TITAN
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LIBRA

(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)
You might have underestimated the 
amount of time and energy required 
to complete a job. If you already com-
mitted to meeting a deadline, you will 
need to offer those involved a revised 
delivery schedule and a sincere apol-
ogy.   

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Your plans may include a bit of well-de-
served self-indulgence today, as you 
look forward to spoiling yourself with 
something special. But your dreams 
run into a roadblock when you com-
pare the cost of your purchase with 
the cash you have on hand now.  

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

You’re reluctant to share your doubts 
with anyone today, simply because 
you don’t want to give them voice. 
You’re less worried about people’s 
reactions than you are about empow-
ering your own negativity. 

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

YYour ambitions could be thwarted 
by your own actions today. You might 
misunderstand the instructions you are 
given, only to successfully complete 
the wrong task. Naturally, you may be 
quite upset when you learn that your 
efforts were for naught.
 

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

No matter how much you contribute to 
a group effort now, you still might worry 
that it’s not enough. However, your con-
cerns about whether or not you carry 
your own weight as a team member are 
not likely about the current situation. 

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

Responsibilities at work leave you 
with little time for contemplation, but 
that could work out to your advantage 
today. Someone’s actions may have 
triggered recollections of a childhood 
rejection that still gnaws at you from 
your subconscious.

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You’ve stretched reality as far as you 
can, and now it’s time to face the facts. 
Although the fantasy-prone Pisces Moon 
is still floating through your 12th House 
of Spirituality, unavoidable circumstanc-
es require you to pull your head out of 
the clouds.     

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

An arrangement you made with a friend 
or business partner could falter today as 
one of you decides the deal needs to be 
revised. Unfortunately, it’s less likely you 
will find common ground now as stern 
Saturn leaves very little room for nego-
tiation.  

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

You have no choice but to put away your 
fantasies about chasing rainbows today. 
You must set aside your dreams while 
you perform less-than-glorious tasks that 
can’t be left unfinished. You won’t likely 
receive any kudos.

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

You are at a turning point today; you 
need to make some aspect of your 
dreams real or walk away from them 
without looking back. Your work is set 
out for you and there’s no avoiding it. 
You must incorporate recently learned 
information into your plan.

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

You tire of exploring metaphysical 
realms and intangible ideas. You long 
for the simplistic reality of the three-di-
mensional world now, along with its 
straightforward relationship between 
action and reaction.   

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

Your life is complicated today by the 
people around you who are unable 
to make decisions and then follow 
through on their promises. Although 
you may feel as if you’re being set up 
by those who let you down, their in-
tentions are probably honorable. 

Two in a corner, 1 in a room, 0 in a house, but 1 in a shelter. 
What am I?
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SOLUTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

HINT 1: 
HINT 2:
HINT 3:
LAST RIDDLE’S SOLUTION:  
A CLOCK

HORROR:
Friday, Poltergeist, Dracula, The Shining, Amityville, Saw, Ouija, 
Insidious, Horseman, Annabelle, Nightmare, Boogeyman, Piranha, 
Chucky, Clown, Michael Myers, Pennywise, Jason, Carrie, Grudge

“No problem can be solved from 
the same level of consciousness that 
created it.”       
    - Alber t Einstein
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- Have your creative work 
  featured HERE!
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- Just send your work to 
  submitart@dailytitan.com 
- Winner will recieve a $25 Titan 
  Shops gift card!
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 to share with CSUF!
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Five Titans reunited on Oct. 27 
not only to be inducted into the 2017 
Athletics Hall of Fame, but also to 
acknowledge the relationships they 
built within Cal State Fullerton 
Athletics.

“This is the highest honor that Cal 
State Fullerton and Titan Athletics 
can bestow upon a former student 
athlete, team, staff member or titan 
supporter,” said Athletics Director 
Jim Donovan.

The selection committee for the 
hall of fame recognizes talented ath-
letes for their impact on the CSUF 
Athletics department and their ac-
ademic achievements as part of the 
Titans’ mission statement to develop 
“champions in life through academ-
ics and athletics.”

“As Coach Vanderhook says ... 
We build character,” said Vice Pres-
ident of Student Affairs Berenecea 
Johnson Eanes. “We make sure the 
people know when they see a Ti-
tan athlete they see a real dedicated 
scholar athlete who is dedicated to 
their community, their scholarship 
and their full experience.”

The first honoree of the night wit-
nessed the other inductees’ achieve-
ments throughout his years at CSUF. 
Former Titans Sports Information 
Director Mel Franks, who worked at 
the school from 1980-2012, was rec-
ognized for being the building block 
of the department and Fullerton Ath-
letics’ own human encyclopedia.

“This is a role reversal. I’m used 
to being the honorer not the honor-
ee,” Franks said. “All they did was 
win national championships and na-
tional awards and break all kinds 
of records, and I just wrote about 
them.” 

Franks didn’t take all the credit 
for his work, as he thanked his wife 
of 47 years, Nancy Franks, for her 
contributions to the department. 

“Before the websites, Nancy 
would follow me and keep track of 
all the basketball scores and keep 
track of the minutes played per play-
ers,” Mel Franks said. 

Franks’ fellow inductee, San Di-
ego State University softball Head 
Coach Kathy Van Wyk said she 
felt “very blessed” for her time at 
CSUF.

“I have to thank Judi Garman for 
bringing me here and for giving me 
the opportunity to be a part of this 
program and then taking me under 
her wing and giving me the oppor-
tunity to be a coach,” Van Wyk said. 
“She kick-started my softball coach-
ing career ... I want to thank Cal 
State Fullerton for that opportunity 
as well.”

After recording 23 shutouts, 31 

complete games and 270 strikeouts 
in 287 innings during her lone sea-
son playing for the Titans, Van Wyk 
led the Titans to their first College 
World Series appearance.

“It’s always wonderful to be rec-
ognized and to receive awards like 
this ... But all we did was throw a 
ball around,” Van Wyk said. “I’ve 
had the opportunity now for 33 years 
to coach young girls and I think that 
is a more meaningful thing, and 
those are the people who should be 
rewarded – the teachers that are not 
getting paid what they deserve.”

Tiffany Boyd, who was recog-
nized for breaking pitching records 
during her time as a Titan, was in-
ducted alongside Van Wyk, who 
coached her at CSUF.

“I wanted to recognize Kathy 

in my speech because when 
you’re 19, 20, 21, you don’t real-
ize the opportunity you’re giv-
en until you look back,” Boyd 
said. “To have been coached by 
Kathy, I probably didn’t appre-
ciate her as much as I should 
have. Now I can see where you 
can get more meaning out of 
hearing me say thank you.” 

George Horton, another stu-
dent athlete who became a head 
coach, was inducted alongside 
his former player Kurt Suzu-
ki, who said without Horton he 
might have never been a part of 
the Titan family. 

“I’d like to thank Coach Hor-
ton for believing in me ... And 
giving this young kid from Ha-
wai’i that came to his program 
always wearing rubber slip-
pers, surf shorts and t-shirts... 
This opportunity to come out 
and play for the best team in the 
country, ” Suzuki said. “I will 
forever be grateful for that.”

Horton and Suzuki built a re-
lationship from the start of Su-
zuki’s college career through 
his time in the MLB. 

“(Induction) means a great 
deal to me because of the rela-
tionships and the fact that I got 
to sit back and watch a college 
player of the year like (Suzuki) 
play,” Horton said. “But beyond 
that, it’s about relationships and 
the great young men that I got 
the privilege to coach.”
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Sarr: Roadblocks motivate Titans forward
“I had a sit down with him, 

and he told me ‘It’s not about 
religion. I don’t want you guys 
to focus more on soccer than 
on school.’ He really want-
ed us to get a diploma, but at 
the end of the day we know 
what we want, and you have to 
do what you love to do,” Sarr 
said.

For two years after he re-
turned to New York, Sarr and 
his father only had a hi-and-
bye relationship. It wasn’t un-
til he heard his son’s name 
broadcasted on the radio that 
things finally began to shift.

“He would say ‘You’re real-
ly good at soccer, huh? I heard 
your name on the radio,’ and 
I’m like ‘Great, now you re-
alize that I was good,’” Sarr 
said. “I used to work like once 
a day, but as soon as I knew 
that he knew how good I am, I 
started working twice a day.”

Sarr’s father agreed to let 
him join a collegiate team af-
ter he told his father going to a 
Division III college would be 
easy for him. 

Sarr chose Buffalo State as 
his first entry into college soc-
cer for its smaller, close-knit 
team. 

“My dad was very hap-
py … It was a lot of compe-
tition, and people expected a 
lot from me,” Sarr said. “My 
sophomore year, my dad told 
me ‘This is the year you have 

to prove yourself more. I want 
you to score more goals,’ and 
that motivated me a lot.”

While Sarr was able to 
break down the walls between 
himself and his father, he still 
had to focus on his religion, 
something that remained im-
portant to his family. 

Though he stayed true to his 
prayers and practices, things 
became difficult for Sarr 
during Ramadan because he 
had to train rigorously without 
eating. 

Again, his father’s new-
found support shone 
through.

“They hired a special train-
er for me during Ramadan,” 
Sarr said. “I started training 
once a day, twice a day before 
school started.”

The training served its pur-
pose as Sarr set records at Buf-
falo State, earning 19 goals in 
just two seasons, the most in 
the university’s history. 

Despite his many achieve-
ments at Buffalo State, Sarr 
wanted more, and a coach in 
the west felt Sarr could fill a 
missing link on his team. 

Titans Head Coach George 
Kuntz was introduced to Sarr 
after another assistant coach 
heard of his accolades com-
piled at Buffalo State. Af-
ter seeing highlight videos of 
Sarr, CSUF made its offer.

“We needed a presence up 
top,” Kuntz said. “It’s hard to 
find all three qualities: Speed, 

the ability to finish and the 
size factor to occupy center 
backs, and he brought all three 
things to the table.”

Sarr felt going coast to coast 
would allow him to grow and 
improve as both a person and 
a soccer player, but even be-
fore he chose to join CSUF, 
Sarr faced another road block: 
People telling him he wasn’t 
going to be able to shine on 
the Titans’ crowded roster. 

“People would tell me 
‘You’re not going to like it. 
They’re not going to treat you 
like we do. Look how many 
people are on the team,’” Sarr 
said. “And I said, ‘Well if I 
don’t like it, I’m going to learn 
to love it.’”

Sarr packed up and joined 
the Titans two weeks before 
preseason started.

When he arrived in Califor-
nia, Sarr said he was immedi-
ately happy with his decision 
to move on from Division III 
athletics. 

Sarr’s fast friendship with 
roommate and fellow Titans 
defender Daniel Adoo con-
tributed greatly to his love for 
California.

“The minute I saw him 
was the first time I knew this 
guy isn’t from the United 
States,” Adoo said. “We don’t 
feel that much distance from 
each other since we’re from 
the same region in Africa. 
We got along right away, and 
he’s also Muslim.”

Sarr’s relationship with 
Adoo allowed him to maintain 
his religious promises, as they 
are the only two players on the 
men’s team who are Muslim. 

“We keep each other ac-
countable for our prayers 
and all of that,” Adoo said. 
“It was pretty much a per-
fect fit, and I was hoping that 
would happen.”

While it took Sarr’s father a 
while to finally accept that his 
son might have a promising 
future in soccer, his contin-
ued commitment to his faith 
has brought them closer than 
ever. 

Today, Sarr’s father is the 
one person he has to call each 
and every game as a remind-
er of why he’s working so 

hard to hit his goals.
“Every single game before I 

go out, I have to call him and 
my mom to pray for me, pray 
for my team,” Sarr said. “He 
didn’t have the opportunity to 
go to school, he didn’t have the 
money … But he’s the reason 
why I’m working hard.”

The strength of that rela-
tionship has helped give Sarr 
the confidence to set new 
goals for himself and find a 
new home in California. 

“It’s not just a team. It’s not 
like a thing where you come 
to play for fun, it’s more like 
a family,” Sarr said. “The 
way that I’m feeling here 
right now, I’m feeling more 
comfortable than ever.”

CONTINUED FROM     1

In order to play at a CSUF, Sarr was forced to change his major from international business to 
American studies due to Fullerton’s high-credit demands needed to transfer as a business major.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTO

BASS SARR
Titans forward

   It’s not just a team, it’s not like a thing where 
you come to play for fun, it’s more like a family 
... The way that I’m feeling here right now I’m 
feeling more comfortable than ever.

““

CSUF Athletics Hall of Fame honors five former Titans
Inductees were recognized 
for their achievements when 
they represented Fullerton.

KATHRYNE PADILLA
Sports Editor

Former Titans catcher Kurt Suzuki finished his senior year with a .413 BA, 16 HRs and 87 RBIs and earned the Johnny Bench Award and the 
Brooks Wallace Award. Suzuki currently represents CSUF in the MLB as the catcher for the Atlanta Braves. 

BAILEY CARPENTER / DAILY TITAN

BERENECEA JOHNSON 
EANES
Vice President of Student 
Affairs

  We make sure the 
people know when they 
see a Titan athlete they 
see a real dedicated 
scholar athlete who 
is dedicated to their 
community, their 
scholarship and their 
full experience.

“
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