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Off-Site 
Parking Permit

• Available December 1, 2017
• The off-site permit is valid  at the EvFree Church Monday through Thursday, 7am to 10pm. 
  The off-site semester permit is also valid on the CSUF main campus Friday - Sunday, 
  during finals week, and when classes are not in session.
• 550 off-site semester parking permits will be available for on a first-come, first-served basis.
• Login to your campus portal and click on Parking Services tab, to purchase the off-site permit.
• For more information, please visit parking.fullerton.edu

$70only

MORE PARKING

Cal State Fullerton’s campus goes dark Women 
graduate 
more often 
at CSUF

Tennis 
star 
converts 
to coach

Recounting the impact of Vegas shooting

Cal State Fullerton hit a 
bump in the road to finals 
week when a power out-
age threw every building on 
campus, with the exception 
of College Park, into dark-
ness on Tuesday.

The electrical incident, 
which began at 11:45 a.m. 
for a currently unknown rea-
son, led to Associated Stu-
dents, Inc. President Laila 
Dadabhoy getting stuck in 
an elevator. Dadabhoy’s was 
just one of about seven el-
evator entrapments across 
campus, said University Po-
lice Capt. Scot Willey.

“I would agree that there 
are mixed reactions,” Dad-
abhoy said in regards to 
whether students felt ecstat-
ic over the fact that some 
classes were let out early or 
inconvenienced due to the 
outage’s proximity to final 
exams. 

Second-year kinesiolo-
gy major Benjamin Vargas 
was both.

“The lights cut off, and we 
found out that it happened 
in different buildings, so 
without the air or power we 

couldn’t continue class and 
were let out early,” Vargas 
said, coming from Universi-
ty Hall. “I actually had to do 

some stuff for another class, 
which was kind of nice, but 
it also kind of sucked be-
cause it cut class early and 

I wanted to ask the teacher 
some questions.”

Some professors cancelled their classes after the power went out in almost every building on campus at 11:45 a.m. on Tuesday, 
leaving some areas blacked out for more than two hours as Southern California Edison incrementally brought electricity back online.
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Nearly every building 
on campus lost power 
for two hours.

BRANDON PHO
News Editor

Despite the fact that 
women still earn less than 
men on average, accord-
ing to the Institute for 
Women’s Policy Research, 
and occupy only 32 CEO 
positions in Fortune 
500 companies, wom-
en are surpassing men in 
academia.

According to the Na-
tional Center for Educa-
tion Statistics, women have 
earned more bachelor’s de-
grees than men every year 
going back to 1982.

SEE WOMEN     3

The glittering, iconic “Welcome to 
Fabulous Las Vegas” sign is often an 
exciting checkpoint upon arrival. A 
pile of teddy bears, flowers and flags 
placed underneath it, however, dulled 
its shine. 

Going to the Las Vegas shooting 
memorial served as a reminder for 
19-year-old Cal State Fullerton stu-
dent Jaclyn Davis of the tragic events 
she experienced on Oct. 1. 

“We didn’t even talk. I looked over 
at both of them, and they had tears 
coming down their faces, and I had 
tears coming down my face, but we 
didn’t really say anything. It was just 
extremely surreal, just kind of unbe-
lievable,” said Jaclyn’s mother, Audra 
Davis. 

Jaclyn initially didn’t want to go, 
but went back one month later in 
hopes of finding some type of clo-
sure. When she got there, she said it 
was hard to feel at ease with all the 
crosses and flowers placed in honor of 
the 58 people who had died. 

Everything just reminded her of 
that night.

Jaclyn was at the Route 91 Harvest 
Festival with her parents, Audra and 
Todd Davis, her sister Ashley, and 
some family friends. They were hav-
ing a good time at the festival, danc-
ing while enjoying the music.

Around 10:08 pm, she heard a noise 
that she, like many other people, as-
sumed to be fireworks. The next thing 
she heard was somebody shouting 
“get to the ground” and “gunshots, 
gunshots, gunshots.” Then she heard 
her parents telling her to just run. 

“Am I going to survive this?”Ja-
clyn said she thought amid the cha-
os. “When it’s something like that 
that’s going on, you don’t necessari-
ly think ‘Who’s around? What’s go-
ing on?’ You just think, ‘Am I going 
to live?’” 

She also got separated from her 
mother and the two couldn’t  find 
each other until roughly 4:30 or 5 in 
the morning. 

“Jaclyn was hysterical, Ashley was 
hysterical, I was hysterical, but then 
we all realized that we were OK, 
so we kind of calmed down at that 
point,” Audra said. 

Intrusive memories, flashbacks of 
the traumatic events and upsetting 
dreams now follow Jaclyn. She tends 
to avoid attending places that might 
serve as a reminder. 

“It definitely changed a lot for me. 
I am a huge Disney person and I love 
to go out and experience that kind 
of crowd and the fireworks and ev-
erything,” Jaclyn said. “I was there 
a couple days ago, and the firework 
show went off and it just took me 
back to that moment in Vegas. It was 
just super hard because it sounded ex-
actly the same and that’s the part that 
was just the scariest for me.” 

CSUF student and her family 
reflect on the tragedy they 
experienced two months later. 

KIERA PEACE
Staff Writer

Audra (left), Todd (middle left), Ashley (middle right) and Jaclyn Davis (right) pose 
at the Route 91 Harvest Festival in Las Vegas prior to the shooting.
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CSUF student

   When it’s something like 
that that’s going on, you 
don’t necessarily think 
‘Who’s around? What’s 
going on?’ You just think, 
‘Am I going to live?’

“

“
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For most student-ath-
letes, graduation day marks 
the end of their collegiate 
athletic careers. Leaving 
behind a family of team-
mates and emotional his-
tory, some Titans will only 
take their favorite memories 
with them as they venture 
on toward their professional 
careers. 

Alternatively, Titan alum-
na Alexis Valenzuela traded 
her tennis racquet and uni-
form for a clipboard when 
she chose to volunteer as a 
coach for  the Cal State Ful-
lerton tennis team’s 2017-18 
season.

“Being around the whole 
tennis game, I wasn’t ready 
to leave it yet so I was like 
‘Maybe I’ll give this whole 
coaching thing a try and see 
if this is something that I 
like,’” Valenzuela said. 

Alumna Alexis 
Valenzuela continues to 
pursue Big West Title.

RICK PIÑON
Asst. Opinion Editor

SEE RETURN      8

Men lag behind due 
to lower enrollment, 
more employment.

ETHAN PESCHANSKY
Staff Writer

SEE POWER     2

Flowers, teddy bears and other objects surrounded Las Vegas during a memorial 
to remember those who have been affected by the tragedy.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JACLYN DAVIS
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FOR THE RECORD
It is Daily Titan policy to correct factual errors printed in the publica-
tion. Corrections will be published on the subsequent issue after an 
error is discovered and will appear on page 2. Errors on the Opinion 
page will be corrected on that page. Corrections will also be made 

to the online version of the article.  
Please contact Editor-in-Chief Zack Johnston at (657) 278-5815 or at  

editorinchief@dailytitan.com to report any errors.

HIRING
Editorial Postions

Become part of the EDITORIAL STAFF  
to gain experience in Spring 2018

THE STUDENT VOICE OF CAL STATE FULLERTON Apply by sending 
your materials to 
the Daily Titan at 

editorinchief@dailytitan.com

• Download the application at dailytitan.com
• Email application to editorinchief@dailytitan.com 
  with resume and work samples
• Positions available include: 
  photographers, editors, reporters, 
  and graphic designers

Deadline is Friday, December 15
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However, Vargas not-
ed that his professor 
was displeased by the 
developments.

“She’s very enthusiastic 
about our class, so every mo-
ment we can get, she’s con-
stantly trying to have. If she 
had an extra hour, she’d do 
it,” Vargas said.   

Southern California Edi-
son restored power in stages 
to affected buildings in the 
early afternoon, according 
to information provided by 
CSUF’s emergency informa-
tion website. 

“There were some build-
ings that had their emer-
gency generators kick in, 

so there was limited pow-
er to some of the buildings. 
The police department has 
a backup generator, so we 
came back up right away,” 
Willey said. “College Park is 
on a separate power system, 
so they weren’t affected.”

Willey said these power 
outages are fairly common.

“This has happened once 
or twice a year over the last 
couple of years,” Willey 
said. “We have protocol in 
place where a facilities op-
erations manager will re-
port to the police station as 
well as some other manag-
ers from the university so 
that we can all coordinate 
our resources and talk about 
a plan of action.”

While these outages have 
become a common occu-
rance on campus, Willey 
said today’s incident was 
unusual.

“Southern California Ed-
ison wasn’t able to tell us 
(the cause) during the time 
that I was dealing with 
them,” Willey said. “They 
weren’t able to identify what 
the problem was and what 
occurred.”

Around the time of the 
outages, Willey said campus 
dispatchers became com-
pletely inundated with calls 
informing University Police 
of the incident.

“We know. We’re deal-
ing with it,” Willey 
said. “We really need to 

focus on emergencies that 
are occurring.”

Such emergencies in-
cluded the elevator 
entrapments.

“To have that many eleva-
tors in that many buildings 
go down and to be able to re-
spond within 20 minutes or 
so, I think everybody was 
relieved,” Willey said. “We 
sometimes get an avalanche 
of different issues going on 
at the same time.”

Going along with the 
theme of finals week, Wil-
ley said the Tuesday inci-
dent was a good test for the 
university.

“We were able to get 
emergency notification out 
fairly quickly,” Willey said.

Doug Chaffee was unan-
imously appointed to be the 
new mayor of Fullerton for 
2018 by the City Council on 
Tuesday.

The position of mayor 
is not voted on by Fuller-
ton citizens, but instead ap-
pointed by the members of 
city council each Decem-
ber. Chaffee succeeds Bruce 
Whitaker for the position 
and his appointment is effec-
tive immediately.

“I remain as optimistic 
about the future of this city 
as I was when I first joined 
the council,” Whitaker said 
during his outgoing address. 
“It’s time for leadership in 
this city to move forward 
and create the quality in so 
many areas that we should 
deserve and expect in the 
city of Fullerton.”

According to the city’s 
policy, the mayor is chosen 
based on seniority, which is 
determined by “the number 
of years a council member 
has served on city council 
without being mayor.” Chaf-
fee has served three years 
since last serving as mayor 
in 2014.

Councilman Greg Se-
bourn was chosen to be the 
mayor pro tem, the coun-
cil member traditional-
ly next in line to become 
mayor. Although there are 
no guidelines for the selec-
tion of a mayor pro tem, city 
council chooses the council 
member with the next high-
est seniority because it is 
the mayor pro tem who gen-
erally becomes mayor the 

following year. 
Sebourn last served as 

mayor two years ago.
The meeting then moved 

to the topic of the Fox Block 
Development plan and its 
different proposed options. 

Council members first 
heard the alternatives in a 
special joint meeting with 
the city planning commis-
sion on Aug. 29. Mixed-use 
development company Pel-
ican Communities present-
ed options that included a 
200-space parking struc-
ture, a parking structure 
plus retail store, a residen-
tial building and a movie 
theatre.

Based on the feedback 
heard at that meeting and 
further research, the op-
tions presented had been 
narrowed down to the park-
ing structure-only plan and 
the parking structure-plus 
retail option.

After seeing presenta-
tions, the council voted 3-2 

in favor of the parking plan 
plus retail option with Chaf-
fee as well as council mem-
bers Jennifer Fitzgerald and 
Jesus Silva voting “yes.” 

“Our ability to maximize 
our assets in this situation 
is clear to me,” Fitzgerald 
said. “We need more people 
in the downtown (area) who 
are here in the daytime to 
support the other daytime 
businesses, to bring new 
daytime businesses here.”

In addition to the 
200-space parking struc-
ture, the plan also calls for 
development in some ad-
jacent lots. One develop-
ment includes replacing the 
parking lot at the corner of 
Chapman Avenue and Po-
mona Avenue with either a 
multi-story office space or a 
two-story mixed-use space 
with a two-story residential 
development.

“The first benefit is 
parking for Angelo’s and 
Vinci’s, for the Dripp and 

for the Fox Theatre. Once 
the Fox Theatre opens up, 
they’ll need that parking,” 
said Richard Hamm, divi-
sion manager for Pelican 
Communities. “The bene-
fit of the community, to de-
veloping the other lots, is 
that that can create some 
funds for the city that the 
city can use to pay for the 
parking structure and oth-
er improvements.”

University Police Capt. Scot Willey said that every building on campus besides College Park was affected by Tuesday’s power 
outage. College Park was spared because it is on a separate power grid than the rest of the university.
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Power: Multiple buildings 
mysteriously lose electricity

CONTINUED FROM     1

Doug Chaffee unanimously 
appointed mayor of Fullerton
City council also 
votes on Fox Block 
Development plan.

ETHAN PESCHANSKY
Staff Writer

Mayor Pro Tem Doug Chaffee (left) succeeded Bruce Whitaker as the mayor of Fullerton at 
Tuesday night’s city council meeting. The position is appointed each December.
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BRUCE WHITAKER
Outgoing Fullerton mayor

    It’s time for 
leadership in 
this city to move 
forward and create 
the quality in so 
many areas that we 
should deserve and 
expect in the city of 
Fullerton.

“

“
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A menagerie of beads were 
placed along tables in the Ti-
tan Student Union Legisla-
tive Chambers as part of the 
LGBT Queer Resource Cen-
ter’s workshop on Tuesday 
titled Privilege Beads, which 
aimed to initiate conversa-
tions about privilege and 
identity.

Students were asked to an-
swer questions about them-
selves, and if an answer ap-
plied to them, they would 
add a bead to their bracelet.

 Each station had differ-
ent colored beads, including 
pinks, purples, blues and or-
anges, that represented a dif-
ferent aspect of identity like 
gender or race.

 LGBT Queer Resource 
Center Program Director 
Chris Datiles said by hav-
ing students make bracelets 
as a part of the workshop, it 
would spark conversations 
about privilege and oppres-
sion among their friends, 
family and across campus. 

 After students finished 
their bracelets, there was a 
discussion regarding the im-
pact privilege plays in every-
day life and how it affects 
each person individually.

 Fourth-year psycholo-
gy major Mary Brown said 
more events like this would 
help people discuss the priv-
ileges they may have, and 
it helped her realize she has 
more privileges than she 
originally thought.

 “It’s interesting that you 
walk through life trying to 
survive, and you don’t realize 
why things are the way they 

are is because you have the 
privileges,” Brown said.

 Privileges should not de-
fine someone, Brown said, 
but she also said people 
should be aware of them. She 
said that even though she has 
white privilege, it should not 
overshadow other character-
istics about her.

 “Race can’t define me,” 
Brown said. “It will al-
ways be a part of me but 
it’s not who I am complete-
ly. There’s more to the sto-
ry, there’s more beads on the 
bracelet.” 

The name of the workshop 
attracted geology major Eve-
lyn Gutiérrez. She found the 
workshop interesting and 
was glad it was interactive 
rather than lecture-based. 

The workshop also helped 
identify privileges Gutiér-
rez had regarding religion. 
Unlike those who prac-
tice a religion outside of the 
norm, she said she does not 
have to worry about feeling 

stigmatized because of her 
spirituality. 

Gutiérrez said that occa-
sionally there is resistance 
to talking about privileges 
people may have, which can 
be remedied by surrounding 
oneself with a diverse group 
that can widen their perspec-
tive about the advantages 
they hold. 

Datiles felt some of the 
resistance to talking about 
privilege may come because 
it’s someone’s first time hav-
ing a conversation about 
what benefits they have in 
society.

Guiding a person from re-
sistance to a place of empa-
thy when discussing privilege 
comes from non-judgmental 
conversations, Datiles said. 

Gutiérrez encouraged oth-
er students to attend these 
kinds of workshops as well.

“More people should do 
this so everybody can lis-
ten to everyone else’s experi-
ence,” Gutiérrez said. 

Bracelet workshop sparks 
conversation on privilege
The LGBT Queer 
Resource Center holds 
interactive event.

RAYMOND PELAYO
Staff Writer

Students added beads to their bracelet each time an answer 
to a question about privilege applied to them. 

RAYMOND PELAYO / DAILY TITAN

Women: Outpacing men in academia
Since 2012, Cal State Fuller-

ton has increased its four-year and 
six-year graduation rates overall, 
according to CSUF Institutional 
Research and Analytical Studies. 
Regardless of the improvement, 
a closer look at these numbers 
shows a growing gap between 
male and female students. 

When comparing graduation 
rates between the group of stu-
dents who began at CSUF in 2008 
and graduated in 2012 to those 
who started in 2012 and graduat-
ed in 2016, male graduation rates 
grew from 9.8 percent to 14.9 
percent while female rates in-
creased from 19.9 percent to 27.2 
percent. 

These trends stay consistent 
across the CSU system.

In 2016, the average graduation 
rate across the CSU system was 
16.5 percent for men and 23.8 per-
cent for women. 

Deanna Leone, executive di-
rector of the Retention Cluster 
Initiatives, who assists with stu-
dent success initiatives, said that 
increased graduation rates for 
women coincide with additional 
resources becoming available on 
college campuses. CSUF main-
tains a variety of programs aimed 
to support women, including the 
WoMen’s Center and Title IX 
Office.

“Going way back in history, it 
was actually just the opposite. 
Men would achieve more. They 
would have better access to cam-
pus, so you saw women’s pro-
grams evolving on college cam-
puses across the nation and we 
have some here,” Leone said.

Graduation rates are not the 
only area where men are lagging. 
According to data from CSUF 
Analytical Studies, women out-
number men in full-time enroll-
ment 23,034 to 17,405 for the fall 
2017 semester.

Lower enrollment for men 
may be related to the increased 
amount of employment options 
they have that don’t require a col-
lege degree.

“There is a sense that men may 

not necessarily have to go to col-
lege to be successful economi-
cally,” said women and gender 
studies lecturer David Christian. 
“Men go into fire departments, 
police departments. Men go work 
the longshore, the docks, men 
will enter the trade. Part of it is 
the idea that there is profession-
al, financial freedom and oppor-
tunity for men that may not nec-
essarily dictate a college graduate 
degree.”

However, there is evidence that 
suggests the gap in graduation 
rates may have more to do with 
male rates stagnating rather than 
female rates increasing.

A 2013 Ohio State University 
study found that men have bet-
ter job prospects than women, 
even if they drop out of college, 

so women are more likely to stay 
in school and incur student loan 
debt. 

“Guys will hit a certain point 
where they’ve taken so much stu-
dent loans and they’ll drop out,” 
Christian said. “Guys are doing 
this cost-benefit analysis early on 
and realizing, ‘This isn’t a good 
economic equation for me.’”

In an effort to increase its grad-
uation rates statewide, the CSU 
system implemented the Grad-
uation Initiative 2025. Unveiled 
in 2015, the initiative instructed 
CSUF to increase its four-year 
graduation rate from 22 percent to 
44 percent and two-year transfer 
graduation rate from 32 percent to 
44 percent by the year 2025.

CSUF is still too early in the 
process to see a dramatic increase 

in its graduation rates.
“We’ve only had one cohort of 

students that graduated, so really 
you won’t see the impact until you 
have a full set of students that go 
through four years,” Leone said. 
“But we anticipate that we can get 
it to 44 percent by 2025.”

CSUF has also added new pro-
grams to increase graduation 
rates among its male students. 
Formed in the 2013-14 academic 
year, the Male Success Initiative 
aims to improve male graduation 

and retention rates, especially 
among low-income and first-gen-
eration students.

“I definitely think that being a 
department whose focus is to sup-
port men and also men of color, 
there will be change, but it will be 
incremental,” said Vincent Har-
ris, director of the Male Success 
Initiative. “I don’t think that it’s 
going to be overnight and even if 
it is I don’t think that it’ll be dras-
tic. But I do think we are moving 
forward in the right direction.”

CONTINUED FROM     1

From 2012 to 2016, male graduation rates at Cal State Fullerton increased from 9.8 percent to 14.9 percent. Female graduation rates improved from 19.9 
percent to 27.2 percent in the same time span. Women also outnumbered men in enrollment by 5,629 for the fall 2017 semester. 

HANNAH MILLER / DAILY TITAN

DAVID CHRISTIAN
Women and gender studies lecturer

    There is professional, financial freedom and 
opportunity for men that may not necessarily dictate a 
college graduate degree.

““



It’s been an overwhelm-
ing year for gamers trying 
to keep up with the latest re-
leases. We’ve seen a massive 
fighting game resurgence, the 
independent scene has contin-
ued to thrive and many AAA 
titles have rediscovered the 
concept of quality (except for 
a few – looking at you “Star 
Wars: Battlefront II”). 

As 2017 comes to a close, 
there’s no better time to take a 
look back at some of the best 
games of the year, excluding 
Nintendo Switch titles that my 
college-student budget sadly 
could not accommodate. 
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SANTA ANA COLLEGE

www.sac.edu/intersession 

Intersession classes run 

January 2-28, 2018

Enroll Today!

Earn full semester credit during your winter break!

• Get GE requirements out of the way

• SAC students can ride the OC Bus for free

A month later, at the memorial, 
the emotions really hit Jaclyn and 
her family as they drove by the site 
of the festival. The area was still 
blocked off, the stage and bulletin 
board of performers still up and 
police still present as well. 

Jaclyn’s sister, on the other hand, 
said she felt more angry regard-
ing the situation. Ashley was up-
set that her whole family had to 
go through something that was 
completely out of their control. 
She couldn’t process how so many 
lives were changed forever be-
cause of the actions of one man. 

Ashley also felt a little guilty for 
surviving something so terrible, 
but going to the Healing Garden at 
the memorial helped her cope. 

“It wasn’t closure, but I felt a lot 

better. I didn’t have that anger that 
I had when I went,” Ashley said.

When Jaclyn relives the trag-
edy, she said her and her family 
sit down, talk it out and take deep 
breaths. 

“I’m hoping that this is just 
something that we just have to 
slowly go and transition through 
and take in and look back at it as 
something that we’re grateful that 
we’re still here to talk about but 

yet, can put behind us,” Audra 
said.

Now looking back, a little over 
two months later, Jaclyn said she is 
in a better state of mind. 

“My thoughts now are that I’m 
definitely thankful to be alive with 
my family,” Jaclyn said. “It was 
a very scary experience and I’m 
never really going to get over the 
entire situation, but I’ll definitely 
get through it.” 

Vegas: Family shares experience with trauma  
CONTINUED FROM       1

The Davis family visited a Las Vegas shooting memorial one month after 
witnessing the tragedy at the Route 91 Harvest Festival to gain closure. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF ASHLEY DAVIS

“Nioh”
For the first time in three years, I 

didn’t have a new “Souls” game to 
play this year. One of my favorite se-

ries of all time came to a timely, bitter-
sweet close in 2016 with “Dark Souls III,” 
and I patiently waited for the final expan-
sion to get my fix.

Before then, I was graced with “Nioh,” 
a soul-crushingly difficult, fictional re-
telling of the first western samurai, Wil-
liam Adams. Borrowing heavily from the 

“Souls” series, the action role-play-
ing game scratched my itch better than 

some of its predecessors.
By stripping the genre of its open-world format and 

high-fantasy setting, Team Ninja crafted bite-sized levels 
that were more challenging and engaging as the game plays, 
like a demon-filled history of the Japanese Sengoku (warring 
states) period. In my rush to complete “Nioh” within a week 
of its release to write a review, I missed a lot of optional con-
tent and story tidbits during my 40-hour playthrough.

On the flipside, the former console exclusive just got a 
PC release in November, complete with all downloadable 
content, and I can’t wait to return to slay more demons 
and warlords.

“Hollow Knight”
I don’t often speak of games in 

terms of price, but at $14.99, “Hollow 
Knight” was released permanently on 
sale. This humble metroidvania game was 
the most pleasant surprise I stumbled 
upon this year.

After being dropped onto a bleak yet 
beautiful cliffside brimming with bugs, I was 
welcomed by a city elder who’d seen adven- t u r-
ers like me come, go and never return. With nothing but the 
cloak on my back and a nail to fight with, I pressed on as my 
cute little knight.

What began as a simple jaunt through a few connected 
zones quickly expanded into a map of staggering scope that 
seemed to stretch on forever, and I realized I was in for a 
treat. 

Mechanically, there isn’t much to “Hollow Knight;” play-
ers just fight and explore, talking to a few non-playable char-
acters along the way. The controls are unbelievably tight, 
and I’d be hard-pressed to find a game that nails down com-
bat and movement this well.

Created by an unassuming team of three people, “Hol-
low Knight” is a passion project that’s worth every penny 
and I’d invite any fan of old 2D-action games to get lost in 
its depths.

FEATURE

“Tekken 7”
I avoided fighting games 

like the plague due to the re-
lentless beatings my broth-
er would hand me in “Su-
per Smash Bros.” when 
we were younger, which is 
why I’m surprised “Tekken 7” 
dominated most of my play time 
this year.

The story is hokey, its char-
acters obscure and the 
mechanics nearly im-
penetrable, but the mo-
ment-to-moment online 
gameplay is addicting. Over 
the summer, it became part of my routine to make a 
cup of coffee and practice or play a few ranked matches 
before going to class. Most importantly, short match time 
makes it easy for me to play a few rounds as a break from 
my busiest days.

I bought an arcade stick just to play this game, and it has 
easily been my greatest gaming investment this year. In the 
seven months since the release of “Tekken 7,” I’ve logged 
nearly 130 hours and reached the 27th percentile of play-
ers in ranked play at my best. It takes a lot of time to com-
prehend and master, but, personally, the tangible progress 
is rewarding enough to keep me coming back every time.

The difficulty that enshrouds “Tekken 7” makes it tough 
to categorically recommend, but anyone interested in a 
game that makes learning and playing simultaneous might 
fall in love with it like I did.

“PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrounds” (PUBG)
Each “PUBG” match starts as follows: 100 players are 

airdropped onto an island with no resources. They scavenge 
for weapons and the play space tightens every few minutes 
until there is one team or player standing. However, the early 
access title is dominated by silence more than scrounging or 
shooting.

The emptiness of the valleys and openness of the streets 
induce anxiety because squads never know where their ene-
mies are. While in “Call of Duty” players embrace violence 
by rewarding twitch reflexes with flashy advantages, “PUBG” 
makes them fear and dread it. 

Weapons have hard-to-manage kickback and equally jar-
ring sound effects, making every encounter a game of its own. 
Given the limited ammo, all fights are difficult and require 
focus and on-the-spot thinking to come out on top, and some-
times the quickest route to victory is exercising restraint.

With a good group of friends, there are few games that can 
match the satisfaction of earning a delicious chicken dinner 
in “PUBG.”

“Hellblade: Senua’s Sacrifice”
Mental illness has generally been difficult 

to accurately portray in film and video games. 
Depression and schizophrenia are often minor 
subplots or centered around one-off characters 
that fall victim to stereotypes. So when I heard 
“Hellblade: Senua’s Sacrifice” was 
going to use the ailment of psy-
chosis as a central mechanic, I 
was skeptical.

Thankfully, the team did its 
homework by bringing psy-
chologists, neuroscientists 
and people clinically diag-
nosed with psychosis into 
the studio to help craft the most realistic representation of the 
illness. The player character Senua is a Celtic warrior plagued 
by voices and hallucinations, as she treks across a nightmar-
ish hellscape to save her lover’s soul from Hela, the goddess of 
death.

When played with headphones, the game’s sound design is 
truly something to behold and a milestone in audio engineer-
ing. The voices in Senua’s head wriggle their way into players’ 
ears as they endlessly spew hate and self-loathing upon failure 
or hesitation, or encouragement and instruction after a victory. 

The lack of a menu and heads-up display means there’s abso-
lutely nothing for players to focus on besides the stunning visu-
als and haunting narrative. For those willing to endure the most 
intense, stressful and insightful six hours of interactivity in 2017, 
“Hellblade” is a must. As harrowing as the world of Helheim 
may be, it’s also stunning to explore and filled with unique puz-
zles and combat that are worth any horror fan’s time.

Video games that 
fought their way to the 
top of 2017 releases

KYLE BENDER
Copy Editor
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“Absolver”
• Beautiful pastel world with customizable, 

accessible fighting styles.
“Cuphead”

• Stunning hand-drawn animations for near-
impossible boss fights.

“Dark Souls III: The Ringed City” DLC
• A fitting close to the series highlighting 

everything that made its predecessors great.
“Prey”
• An anxiety-inducing journey through the haze of 

amnesia in an engaging Art-Deco space station.

HONORABLE MENTIONS

AUDRA DAVIS
Las Vegas shooting witness

    We didn’t even talk. I looked over at both of them, 
and they had tears coming down their faces, and I 
had tears coming down my face, but we didn’t really 
say anything. It was just extremely surreal, just kind 
of unbelievable.

““



The furthest left lane 
has a purpose, and it 
is not to take a leisure-
ly drive. Everyone with 
a driver’s license should 

know this rule. 
Cruising in the fast lane 

is not only maddening and 
often dangerous, it is ille-
gal in most states, includ-
ing California.

However, the current leg-
islation is not effective. 
People still do it and get 
away with it. 

California law states that 
“if a vehicle is being driven 
at a speed less than the nor-
mal speed of traffic … and 
is not being driven in the 
right-hand lane for traffic 
… it shall constitute pri-
ma facie evidence that the 
driver is operating the ve-
hicle in violation.”

The violation of this law 
is rarely, if ever, enforced 
and that is the problem.

Freeways in South-
ern California are large. 
Most contain at least five 
or more lanes. There is no 
excuse to lollygag and im-
pede the flow of traffic by 
crawling at a snail’s pace in 
the left lane. Pick another 
one — preferably the fur-
thest to the right. 

In 2015, traffic deaths 
rose by 7.2 percent from 
the previous year, accord-
ing to the National High-
way Traffic Safety Asso-
ciation. This is the largest 
increase in 50 years. 

There are many factors 
that contribute to this le-
thal uptick, and although 
there is no research stat-
ing that it is a major safety 
concern, logic leads to the 

conclusion that hogging the 
left lane definitely plays a 
part. There is overwhelm-
ing evidence that speeding 
is dangerous, and it’s only 
made worse by loitering in 
the fast lane. Forcing faster 
traffic to pass on the right 
and causing unnecessary 
weaving and lane chang-
ing needs to be monitored 
better. 

At best, this is aggra-
vating, and at worst, it is 
a deadly issue. California 
must do more to enforce its 
current laws. 

Florida, Georgia, Indi-
ana, New Jersey and Ten-
nessee have all increased 
penalties for driving slow 
in the left lane, and Okla-
homa, Oregon and Virginia 

are attempting to do the 
same. 

Oregon’s Senate Major-
ity Leader Ginny Burdick 
stated that hogging the left 
lane leads to “unsafe be-
haviors,” like road rage, 
tailgating and passing on 
the right.

California needs to fol-
low the other states that are 
actively fighting this prob-
lem, or driving slow in the 
fast lane will continue to 
be a hazardous problem 
that disrupts the flow of 
traffic.

While California is 
among the 29 states that re-
quire slow drivers to move, 
it does nothing more than 
gawk at accidents as vi-
olators dawdle along and 

further congest roads.
The dangers of linger-

ing in what is meant to be 
a fast lane are obvious. If 
a car is moving slow, it is 
a roadblock. It forces those 
traveling at normal left 
lane speeds to slam on the 
brakes or pass to the right.

The left lane is not meant 
to guide someone along on 
a weekend cruise of sight-
seeing. Its purpose is to 
get people from point A 
to point B in the quickest 
manner possible.

Freeways and, more im-
portantly, the left lane, 
are for fast-moving traf-
fic. Those who want to 
drive slow, should take 
surface streets or stay in 
their lane. 
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• Ranked #13 of the best 50 community colleges in the U.S.
• Keep money in your pocket - take transferable college classes.
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SCC empowers students to seek the opportunities they 
deserve, right here, right now.

What happens here matters.

What Will the
New Year Bring? 

The fast lane is for fast cars, period
Left-lane hogging is 
annoying, dangerous 
and illegal. 

JESSICA JANSSEN
Staff Writer



Brock Turner is in the 
news again because he is 
trying to appeal his sexual 
assault conviction, solidify-
ing the notion that he is ab-
solute scum. 

People v. Turner garnered 
national attention because of 
the audacity in his claim to 
innocence. 

Turner was found guilty 
of three counts of sexual as-
sault: Sexual penetration (by 
a foreign object) of an un-
conscious woman, sexual 
penetration (by a foreign ob-
ject) of an intoxicated wom-
an and assault with intent to 
commit rape. 

During the trial, it was 
noted by the survivor that 
Turner didn’t show any re-
morse. He tried to say he had 
remorse in his closing state-
ment, but this appeal shows 
that he still has none. 

The filed appeal is 172 
pages on why he didn’t get a 
fair trial. 

He’s right, the trial wasn’t 
fair – he should have gotten 
the six years in prison that 
the prosecutors were fight-
ing for. 

Instead, the judge – who 
is now facing dismissal for 
his ruling in the case – gave 
Turner six months in coun-
ty jail, citing that one of 
the reasons he did not give 
a harsher punishment was 
because it might ruin the 

Olympic-hopeful’s career. 
However, USA Swim-

ming, the national govern-
ing body for swimming in 
the United States, has a strict 
zero-tolerance policy for 
sexual misconduct, and it 
has stated that Turner is in-
eligible to apply and there-
fore unable to participate in 
any sanctioned swimming 
competitions, including the 
Olympics. 

Does it really matter that 
Turner doesn’t get to swim 
competitively. It’s not like 
he’s banned from swimming 
in a pool, unless it’s on Stan-
ford’s campus, from which 
he has been banned for life. 

After serving only three 
months of his ridiculous six-
month sentence, he is now 
serving three years proba-
tion and participating in a 
court-mandated sex offend-
er rehabilitation program, 
which is supposed to help 
him “address denial and ac-
cept full responsibility for 
his/her harmful behaviors, 
past and present” and “un-
derstand the impact of harm-
ful behaviors on self and 
others,” according to Stopit-
now.org’s FAQs on sex of-
fender treatment.

Clearly it’s not working. 
He’s still making excuses for 
himself. 

Within that 172-page brief 
about why his conviction 
should be appealed, there 
are 60 pages focused on how 
intoxicated the survivor was 
on the night of the attack, 
according to The New York 
Times. 

During the trial, it was es-
tablished that the survivor’s 
blood alcohol content was 
measured at the hospital to 
be .12 percent and estimated 
to be .22 percent at the time 
of the assault. She was un-
conscious at the time of the 
assault, with paramedics rat-
ing her an 11 out of 15 on the 
Glasgow Coma Scale, and 
remained unconscious until 

waking up three hours lat-
er in the hospital. She stated 
that she does not remember 
leaving the party or meeting 
him. 

Not only that, but the ap-
peal also states that the trial 
was unfair because testimo-
ny by character witnesses 
who spoke of his swimming 
career, his performance in 
school and who attested to 
his honesty were excluded. 

What kind of sexual as-
sault trial, in which there are 
witnesses who attest to the 
crime, would need charac-
ter witnesses to talk about 
how good the perpetrator is 
at swimming? 

Turner is grasping at 
straws and embarrassing 
himself even further. There’s 
a reason he’s the textbook 
example for rape. What he 

should do is be grateful that 
his punishment wasn’t worse 
and take the rehabilitation 
program seriously. 

As for the appeal he’s try-
ing to get, the Santa Clara 
County District Attorney Jeff 
Rosen said in a statement on 
Saturday that “Brock Turner 
received a fair trial and was 
justly convicted. His convic-
tion will be upheld. Nothing 
can ever roll back (the sur-
vivor’s) legacy of raising the 
world’s awareness about sex-
ual assault.”

Before the end of the 2016 
trial, the survivor spoke to 
the courtroom about how 
Turner continues to refuse to 
take responsibility: “Some-
how he still doesn’t get it,” 
the survivor said. “Somehow 
he still sounds confused.” 
Sadly, her statement is still 

true today. 
Turner, like so many oth-

er sexual assaulters, just 
don’t understand the severi-
ty of his actions. Turner’s fa-
ther, too, was grossly lacking 
comprehension when he said 
that his son’s life shouldn’t 
be ruined based on “20 min-
utes of action.” 

The survivor stated in the 
courtroom that the assault 
left her with extreme depres-
sion, which resulted in her 
having to quit her job. She 
was so traumatized that she 
couldn’t talk about the as-
sault for eight months. 

Unfortunately, her story 
is not rare. According to the 
Rape, Abuse and Incest Na-
tional Network, the nation’s 
largest anti-sexual violence 
organization, 23.1 percent 
of female undergraduate 

students experience rape or 
sexual assault through 
physical force, violence or 
incapacitation.

Too many people treat 
sexual assault like a joke, 
not enough people take it se-
riously. Too many are like 
Brock Turner, who use in-
ebriation as an excuse to be 
immoral and don’t see any-
thing wrong with it; not 
enough voices are teaching 
others what it means to have 
healthy sexual attitudes and 
behaviors. 

This case brought atten-
tion to the issue of on-cam-
pus sexual assault, and it 
ushered in a wave of sex ed-
ucation and activism, as well 
as a call for consent culture. 
For better or worse, Turner 
has once again reminded us 
that our work is not done. 
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Trying to appeal his 
conviction shows a 
disregard for the crime. 

ILANA LAGRAFF
Asst. Opinion Editor

Brock Turner further proves he has no remorse 

The heinous act isn’t being taken seriously with the attempted appeal of Brock Turner’s conviction. His ignorant attitude reflects the public’s, 
and shows that there is still work to be done to thwart this view. 

HANNAH MILLER / DAILY TITAN
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LIBRA

(Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)
Unresolved interactions with a close 
friend may resurface today as you try 
to settle the lingering tension between 
you. Rather than letting residual bad 
energy simmer in silence, resolution is 
possible now if you are courageous 
enough to initiate a conversation about 
an uncomfortable subject.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

Your game plan may not be obvious 
to others, but only sharing strategic 
pieces of information can augment 
your power today. You are known as 
a master when it comes to employing 
the right tactics at the right moment.
 

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

Although it may appear as if the sky is 
clearing today, there is still palpable 
stress floating in the atmosphere. Every-
thing you say seems to carry an extra 
punch as contentious Mars aspects ver-
bose Mercury in your sign.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You might think your hard work will 
speak volumes today, but it may be 
your silence that says what’s most im-
portant. Naturally, your productivity is 
appreciated by your teammates, but 
they are probably aware that you are 
keeping significant information to your-
self.
 

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

You are on the receiving end of external 
pressure to make a decision about your 
holiday plans. Although impulsive Mars 
has been hanging out in your 9th House 
of Big Ideas, authoritative Saturn now 
demands your final answer.

PISCES
(Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

You may be in the process of recon-
sidering your goals now, even if you 
believed they were written in stone. 
However, sometimes even the most 
definite plans need to be altered 
when your feelings are in flux. 

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You can organize the complexity of a 
large project today without skipping a 
beat. It’s as if you’re an athlete that’s 
been in training for a competition. 

TAURUS
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

Creating an ambitious schedule today 
sets you off in the right direction, but you 
must involve others in your plans or you 
will be doomed to fail. Fortunately, you 
can transform bad odds into a sure win 
if you bring the right players onto your 
team early on.

GEMINI
(May 21 - Jul. 20)

Something that seemed impossible only 
yesterday is now within reach. However, 
there will be no free lunches; you must 
work for everything you achieve now 
as taskmaster Saturn leans on your key 
planet Mercury.

CANCER
(Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Hopefully, you can see the proverbial 
light at the end of the tunnel today as 
your recent efforts begin to pay off. Al-
though you know there’s still hard work 
ahead, you do not have the luxury of 
allowing a lack of faith to impinge on 
production.

LEO
(Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

The cosmos has an obvious message 
for you today as you aspire to untan-
gle yourself from a recent dilemma. 
Although your momentum has been re-
strained, you can spot signs of forward 
movement everywhere you look.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

Planning for the future is challeng-
ing when there is still so much to be 
learned from reviewing your recent 
past. However, you can only mull 
over the same events so many times 
before you feel trapped by them.
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Cherry Glazerr

Since joining the program as a 
player in 2014, Valenzuela made 
history when she was the first Titan 
to ever be voted onto the Big West 
Singles First Team since the cre-
ation of the award in 1989.

Her accolades didn’t end there. 
Valenzuela went on to be rec-

ognized two more times consec-
utively as a member of the Big 
West Conference Singles First 
Team and was the key leader to the 
team’s 2016 road to the Big West 
semifinals. 

After Valenzuela started the Ti-
tans’ momentum toward a title 
before falling to Hawaii during 
semifinal play, it was important to 
Head Coach Dianne Matias to have 
someone on staff who could under-
stand the players and their needs 
and coach them with confidence. 

“Valenzuela’s familiarity with 
the program is what makes the 
player-to-coach transition special,”  
Matias said. “Working and play-
ing competitively for the women’s 
team has exposed her to the pro-
gram’s goals, and her addition to 
staff only allows her to continue to 
fulfill those goals.” 

Matias hopes Valenzuela’s ex-
perience lets her to communicate 
with the younger players on the 
team in a different way than other 
coaches who are further removed 
from their playing days.

 “I think she does great,” Ma-
tias said. “She’s very effective. She 
keeps it simple, and keeps the girls 
relaxed on the court and she does a 
good job of adapting her coaching 
style to whatever player she’s work-
ing with that day, and she just has 

really good instincts.”
One of the young players 

Valenzuela will coach is her 
younger sister, Taylor Valenzuela, 
who is in her first year with the ten-
nis program.

Taylor said that she has always 
looked up to her sister, who served 
as an inspiration for her on the 
court.

 “Watching her accomplish great 
things, I was like ‘Wow, that’s a 
path I would want to follow.’ She 
basically paved the way for me,” 
Taylor said. “She can do it, so I can 
do it too.”

Her sister only adds to the im-
pact that Alexis has already made 
on the team as a coach.

Assistant Coach Ellie Edles feels 
that Alexis’ attitude, comfort and 
confidence with the players garners 
their attention.

“She speaks up a lot, and the 
girls really listen to her,” Edles 
said. “The girls really respect her 
both as a player and as person, she 
is super relatable for them.”

Edles not only works alongside 
Alexis on the coaching staff, but is 
also her tennis partner when they 
compete in professional tennis 
tournaments.

Staying active on the court al-
lows Alexis to constantly under-
stand the game from a player’s 
standpoint and apply it as a coach.

The strong bond between the 
coaching staff is an important fac-
tor for the Titans as they prepare 
to try to make history in the ap-
proaching season. 

Edles and Matias agree that 
Alexis is “a huge addition” to the 
staff and although she won’t be on 
the court, she will still be a key 

player in winning the Big West 
Tournament.

“She is definitely going to help 
us reach our goals for this season 
and having three coaches on the 
court helps Ellie and I a lot,” Ma-
tias said. 

Alexis is positive that her own 
personal drive will end with her 
and her team hoisting up the Big 
West trophy at the end of the 
season. 

“Since my freshman year, my ul-
timate goal has always been to win 

the Big West,” Alexis said. “Every 
year we got closer and closer. Last 
year we got to the semifinals so I’m 
just hoping this year, as a coach, (I 
want to do) everything that I can do 
to get to the ultimate goal which is 
winning the Big West.”

Return: Titan passes down experience
CONTINUED FROM      1

Alumna Alexis Valenzuela was the first Titan to be included in the Big West Singles First Team since 1989. She also led 
the 2016 tennis team to the Big West semifinal round. 

KATIE ALBERTSON  / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTO

Cal State Fullerton men’s 
basketball will hit the road 
for the first time in three 
weeks on Wednesday Dec. 
6 to take on the Portland 
Pilots.

Junior guard Kyle Allman 
led the team in scoring in 
two of the team’s last four 
games and posted double 
figures in all four. 

While he said he’s com-
fortable playing in Titan 
Gym, Allman also isn’t 
worried that his play will 
fall off in Portland. 

“I’m coming off of a lot of 
momentum, so I’m just go-
ing to build off that,” All-
man said. “I’ll be fine.”

The Titans guard is not 
blind to his individual suc-
cess; he’s just choosing to 
focus on the team’s success 
instead. Allman doesn’t 
think the team has found 
the rhythm that Titans Head 
Coach Dedrique Taylor has 

been seeking from the team 
in recent weeks.

“We’re just scratching 
the surface, but we’re pret-
ty good right now,” Allman 
said. “We’re starting to get 
there.”

Forward Arkim Robert-
son is of the same mind, 
saying the team is in a good 
place but has a lot of work 
ahead of them in order to 
tap into their full potential. 

“I feel like our chemis-
try is better, but going down 
along the way, it’s going to 
improve,” Robertson said. 

The Titans’ big man 
understands that his im-
pact will be felt by making 
championship plays, which 
Robertson defines as re-
bounding, blocking shots, 
making it hard for guards to 
score in the paint and diving 
on the ground for balls.

Fullerton’s offense has 
continued to improve af-
ter averaging just under 50 
points per game in its first 
two contests. After those 
losses, the Titans have 
poured in 71.6 points per 
game, which is still few-
er than the Pilots’ 79.3 
average. 

Scoring the third-most 

points per game in the West 
Coast Conference is impres-
sive considering that the 
conference includes Gon-
zaga, the nation’s 12th-best 
team according to the As-
sociated Press, and Saint 
Mary’s, who entered the 
season ranked No. 21.

Where the Pilots fail to 
match the Titans, though, is 
on the defensive end. 

Portland ranks eight out 
of 10 in the WCC in points 
allowed at 76.2 per outing, 
whereas CSUF gives up 63 
points per game to oppo-
nents, which ranks second 
in the Big West.

Portland plays around the 
height of its players. While 
the Titans’ homecoming op-
ponent, the Cal Lutheran 
University Kingsmen had 
one player who stands at 6 
feet 9 inches, the Pilots have 
four players at or above that 
mark. 

Philipp Hartwich, Port-
land’s 7-foot-2-inch center 
from Germany, averages 
over 10 rebounds per game, 
more than double what Rob-
ertson grabs per contest. 

As a team, CSUF grabs 
more rebounds (38.3) than 
Portland (37.9), something 

Robertson said he hopes 
will give his team an edge.

“I need to crash the 
boards so I can help my 
team win,” Robertson 
said. 

Allman is also confi-
dent that teammate Khalil 
Ahmad will bounce back 
against the Pilots on 

Wednesday after putting up 
a meager 5 points against 
Cal Lutheran. 

Not only has Ahmad led 
the team in scoring twice 
this year, he was also the 
second-highest scorer on the 
2016-17 Titans squad. Out-
side of two games (12 points 
against Bethesda and 25 

against Sacramento State), 
Ahmad has not scored in 
double figures this season.

Regardless, Allman did 
not hesitate to boldly predict 
a strong performance for his 
backcourt mate.

“The way he practiced to-
day he’s going to have 25 at 
Portland,” Allman said.

Men’s basketball looks to keep its winning streak
The Titans are prepared 
to compete against the 
University of Portland.

JARED EPREM
Asst. Sports Editor 

Forward Arkim Robertson shoots 63.6 percent which gives him the second-highest field goal 
percentage on the team. He also grabs five rebounds per game.
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