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Woodworking artist leaves 
home country for family

ASI decries another 
tuition hike proposal

Owner of Blanquel Popular Art in Downtown Fullerton, Florencio Blanquel (above), said he taught himself 
how to do woodwork by repurposing old pieces of furniture. 

PRISCILLA CARCIDO / DAILY TITAN

Squeezed between a dance 
academy and a crepe restaurant 
in Downtown Fullerton is Blan-
quel Popular Art, a furniture 
and art shop bursting with Mexi-
can culture; it’s filled with paint-
ings of Frida Kahlo, sugar skulls 

and a wood carving of the tree 
of life, transporting shoppers to 
Mexico in the middle of Orange 
County. 

The shop is run by Floren-
cio Blanquel. He was born and 
raised in Mexico, and in 1968 he 

opened a similar furniture ware-
house in Guadalajara with his 
brothers. 

“For my family, for my broth-
ers, we all worked so hard over 
there,” Florencio said, speaking 
Spanish.

He began showing off his 
furniture with makeshift ex-
hibitions he held in his home 
in Mexico. As his wife Gloria 
showed people around, his intri-
cate woodwork started to garner 
a solid reputation. 

Florencio Blanquel opened his furniture and art shop 
11 years after moving to the United States in search of a 
better opportunity and lifestyle for his wife and children.

PRISCILLA CARCIDO
Staff Writer
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Cal State Fullerton Associ-
ated Students, Inc. denounced 
a potential tuition increase 
for state residents on Tuesday 
that was proposed by the CSU 
Board of Trustees for the 2018-
2019 academic year.

The proposal would raise tu-
ition by $228 for undergraduate 
programs, $264 for credential 
programs and $432 for gradu-
ate and other post-baccalaure-
ate programs.

The resolution, adopted by 
the ASI Board of Directors, rea-
sons that rather than prioritiz-
ing student interest, the board 
of trustees’ budget favors infra-
structure and facility mainte-
nance, employee compensation 
and increasing graduation rates. 

They further state in their res-
olution that the CSUF student 
population as a whole “rep-
resents a lower socioeconomic 
status.” 

Forty-six percent of CSUF 
undergraduates received the 
Pell Grant, federal funding 
that does not have to be re-
paid which undergraduate stu-
dents are eligible for through 
the FAFSA, according to census 
data from 2017. 

They also indicate that CSUF 
is already the lowest-funded 
campus in relation to student 
size.

Students for Quality Educa-
tion shared ASI’s stance, em-
phasizing the negative impact a 
tuition increase would have on 
students from low-income back-
grounds and those who do not 
qualify for federal student aid, 
like undocumented individu-
als, said Brittany Goss, an SQE 
organizer. 

“We are glad that our ASI is 
supporting us in taking down the 
tuition increase,” Goss said. 

SEE EDUCATION    2

On the heels of an increase just last year, this proposal 
for the 2018-19 academic year would adds hundreds 
of dollars to the payments of California residents.

JACOB TATHAM
Staff Writer

Taylor Dockins awarded 
Pitcher of the Week

Pitcher Taylor Dockins (above) recorded her first no-hitter of the season against UC San Diego Thursday Feb 
22. She’s the first Titan since 2013 to give up zero hits in a game, and the 57th ever to earn the feat.
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BRITTANY GOSS 
Students for Quality Educa-
tion member

We are glad that 
our ASI is supporting 
us in taking down the 
tuition increase.

““

CSUF softball freshman pitch-
er Taylor Dockins entered the 
program with a long list of ac-
colades from her high school ca-
reer and is now adding Big West 

Pitcher of the Week to her colle-
giate resume. 

“It feels amazing. I’m just out 
there on the field doing what I 
need to do and having fun with 
my team and I wouldn’t have got-
ten anything without my team be-
hind me,” Dockins said.

The 5-foot-5-inch athlete made 
her debut as a Titan when she took 
over the pitcher’s circle during the 
Titan Classic against Rutgers on 
Feb. 9. The pitcher allowed three 
hits and no runs in her six innings 

on the mound.
Dockins has been a starter in 

six games and has seven total ap-
pearances in the 14 games Fuller-
ton has competed in.

She has made only one error 
in her 34.1 total innings pitched. 
Dockins has allowed only 14 runs 
off of 33 hits, giving her an earned 
run average of 2.24. She leads the 
team in innings pitched and has 
completed three games so far. 

Cal State Fullerton softball’s 
first award this season goes 
to its freshman standout.

KATHRYNE PADILLA
Asst. Sports Editor
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Painter pursues 
ar tistic passion

A stretched driveway in Long 
Beach, California leads to the 
multistory home of artist Dorte 
Christjansen. She dressed in 
rainbow long sleeves like the 
many paintings that line her ga-
rage-turned studio – mandalas 
and aluminum prints depict scen-
ery inspired by the Colorado La-
goon next door.

Though Christjansen is a re-
tired professor that used to teach 
watercolor and illustration classes 
at Cal State Fullerton, she’s still 
active in her community with in-
volvement in organizations like 
the Long Beach Creative Group 
and showcases her work at local 
galleries.

The 75-year-old artist was first 
influenced to become an artist 
from her grandfather, Rasmus. 
Surrounded by his paintings, il-
lustrations and drawings as a 
child, she was in awe of his ink 
drawing of an oak tree.

“He died before I was born, 

but I would look at his paintings 
and try copying some of them,” 
Christjansen said.

Her father was a silversmith 
back in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
but his true dream was to become 
a pilot. Unfortunately, while fly-
ing solo to qualify as an aviator, 
he was involved in an accident 
and plunged into the Hjarbæk 
Fjord, causing him to lose an eye, 
cutting his days as a silversmith 
and pilot short.

Christjansen’s family immigrat-
ed from Denmark to Kamloops, a 
city near Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia, and went to Seattle before 
finally settling down in Southern 
California with her mother. There, 
she received both her Bachelor 
of Arts in drawing and painting 
in 1965 and, in 1972, her Master 
of Fine Arts in illustration at Cal 
State Long Beach.

Her experiences teaching at 
Santiago High School in Garden 
Grove and CSUF led her to be-
come an advocate for early expo-
sure of the arts to young people.

She taught for a brief period 
at Long Beach before coming to 
CSUF in 1989 as the area coor-
dinator for art education, while 
teaching courses in watercolor 
and illustration.

There, she met her colleague 
and friend Lawrence Yun, a 
CSUF professor that teaches wa-
ter and descriptory classes. They 
shared an office for almost 15 
years and got to know each other 
on a more personal level.

“We do similar mediums. 
We’re both watercolor instruc-
tors, so she has a lot of things I 
admire.” Yun said. 

Dorte Christjansen has 
focused time on artwork 
since leaving CSUF.

KRISTINE JARANILLA
Staff Writer
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EVE LUNT
Christjansen’s stepdaughter

  She always 
makes it personal 
and finds out a little 
bit of the person 
she’s talking with.

““
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SQE is also preparing a state-
wide campaign called “Fund the 
Dream” for which they are trav-
eling to the state capital in Sac-
ramento on April 4 to march for 
full funding of the CSU system 
and negate the need for a tuition 
increase.  

CSUF College Republicans 
club president Amanda McGuire 
said their club has no plans to ad-
dress the proposed increase, as 
they are primarily focusing on 
the upcoming election season.

However, she said the club 
is against a raise in tuition and 
would ask the school to examine 
its internal budget to potentially 
cut down on excess administra-
tor costs and funds for the cam-
pus resource centers before mak-
ing students pay more.

“All of the different resource 
centers that go to various ethnic-
ities, they’re great for students. 
But these are things that are ul-
timately pulling out of the major 
pot for students like myself who 
go to Cal State Fullerton,” Mc-
Guire said.

She recommended asking stu-
dents what resources they be-
lieve should receive budget cuts 
based on what is most actively 
use.

This potential hike for the next 
academic year would be added 
to the increase from last year of 
$270 for undergraduate, $312 for 
credential and $438 for graduate 
programs.

ASI concluded its statement by 
affirming its intention to advo-
cate for affordable student  edu-
cation and to lobby at the local, 
state and federal levels.

CONTINUED FROM     1

Education: Students  
denounce CSU proposal

In 2017, the CSU Board of Trustees passed a tuition increase for state residents for the 2017-2018 academic 
year. The board is now proposing another tuition increase for state residents for the following year.  

ANITA HUOR / DAILY TITAN

Henoc Preciadohas presid-
ed over the Titan Dreamers Re-
source Center long enough to 
see pro-undocumented immi-
grant policy advance under one 
U.S. administration and wither 
under another. He will finish his 
term Friday as coordinator of 
the resource center available to 
undocumented students on the 
Cal State Fullerton campus.

While he did not say if he had 
received a better offer from Cal 
State Los Angeles, Preciado 
said in an email that he will be 
working there as the inaugural 
director of The Glazer Family 
Dreamers Resource Center.

 “The opportunity was one 
that I was encouraged to apply 
to by my peers,” Preciado said 
in an email.

The Titan Dreamers Resource 
Center at CSUF was established 
in April 2014 and Preciado be-
gan his position as coordinator 
in July, two years after former 
President Barack Obama en-
acted the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program. 
The same year the resource cen-
ter was founded, Obama tried to 
grant deferred action to undoc-
umented parents in an execu-
tive order. In 2015, the order was 
blocked by the federal govern-
ment and was rescinded by Pres-
ident Donald Trump in 2017. 

DACA has become a well 
of uncertainty for student re-
cipients, amid a Feb. 26 Su-
preme Court decision to decline 
Trump’s request for an expedit-
ed ruling on whether or not to 
dissolve the program. 

Asian Pacific American Re-
source Center coordinator Ja-
cob Chacko will take Precia-
do’s place temporarily to lead 

the center.
Preciado called Chacko a 

“great colleague and advocate 
for students.”

“Under his direction, the 
TDRC will continue to pro-
vide services and programs to 
Titan Dreamers, and will help 
guide and support undocument-
ed students,” Preciado said in 
an email.  “I am confident that 
he will be very successful in the 
role, and that our Titan Dream-
ers will continue to receive the 
information and resources that 
they need to be successful.”

Preciado said as the political 
climate continues to change, so 
will the resource center’s pro-
grams and services.

“The university will continue 
to support undocumented stu-
dents in meaningful ways, and 
I am confident that there is still 
more that will be accomplished 
in years to come,” Preciado said 
in an email.

While he lauded the past 
achievements of the center in the 
way of interdepartmental rela-
tions and legal outreach to un-
documented students, Preciado 
said he regrets not having the 
opportunity to meet “each and 
every single Dreamer at CSUF” 
and learn their stories.

“This wasn’t possible, unfor-
tunately, but I am comforted by 
the fact that our Dreamers have 
more than just the Titan Dream-
ers Resource Center for sup-
port — they have caring facul-
ty in their classrooms, caring 
staff members in offices across 
campus, and caring peers who 
shared resources and provided 
encouragement in the most diffi-
cult moments,” Preciado said in 
an email. 
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Coordinator leaves
Dreamers center
Henoc Preciado, who leads CSUF’s outreach to more 
than 1,000 undocumented students on campus, will 
leave to work at Cal State Los Angeles.

BRANDON PHO
News Editor
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Re-examining black history bares insight 

Drug abuse survey sent to thousands

At the “Importance of Black 
History for Everyone” event 
sponsored by Cal State Fuller-
ton Osher Lifelong Learning In-
stitute, Jerry Hunter described a 
moment when a curious young 
lady asked about the college 
name on his sweatshirt. When 
Hunter told her it was Morehouse 
College, a school Martin Luther 
King Jr. attended, she had no idea 
who King was. 

 The chancellor emeritus of the 
North Orange County Communi-
ty College District lent his own 
perspective on the importance of 
black history in the Mackey Au-
ditorium on Tuesday.

The Birmingham, Alabama 
native migrated in 1963 from 
the South to California, where 
he lived in Santa Barbara with a 
white family. 

Hunter used several events 
in history as a timeline for his 
PowerPoint presentation. While 
he lived in the South the 1960s 

Freedom Riders movement was 
ongoing.

The Freedom Riders were civ-
il rights activists who protested 
segregated bus terminals. Many  
were subject to arrests and beat-
ings after leading sit-ins to boy-
cott whites-only establishments 
throughout the South.

“One of the reasons that the 
churches sponsored me to leave 
from out there was because it was 
a bad place to be,” Hunter said.

He also shared his input on 
current movements like Black 
Lives Matter and encouraged the 
audience to do research on politi-
cal movements. Hunter said after 
researching Black Lives Matter 
he learned that it was spearhead-
ed by three African-American 
women. 

Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors 
and Opal Tometi started the po-
litical movement in 2013 after 
unarmed teenager Trayvon Mar-
tin was shot and killed by neigh-
borhood watch volunteer George 
Zimmerman in Florida. Mar-
tin’s death sparked controversy 
throughout the nation. 

“How do we help the next gen-
eration get a better, broader pic-
ture of the truth?” said James 
Cavitt, who was sitting in the au-
dience. Cavitt, who sees Hunter 

as a mentor, got a chance to take 
the microphone and ask the audi-
ence critical thinking questions.

“What’s the next step for us as 
a society? Where do we go from 
here?,” Cavitt said.

The end of the presentation 
was geared toward debate on the 
current education system and 
questioned whether or not it ac-
curately informs students across 
the country about black history. 

“History is multifaceted, and 
the more (students) know about 
other people’s background and 
other people’s experiences, the 
better educated they will be,” 
Hunter said. 

Community college 
chancellor emeritus lends 
view on black activism.

CHELSEA HERNANDEZ
Asst. Social Media Editor

Jerry Hunter’s (above) talk on the history and relevance of black activism elicited laughs, while also 
challenging the audience with critical questions.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN

Cal State Fullerton student 
Shayna La Scala recalls the day 
she entered the office of her men-
tor, Yuying Tsong, Ph.D., to talk 
about her ongoing research on 
substance abuse. Tsong, a profes-
sor in the department of human 
services, said, “I have a surprise 
for you. The registrant emailed 
me back and told me we can send 
out an email to 34,000 students.”

La Scala, a 30-year-old 
first-generation student and third-
year human services major, said 
she was shocked when she found 
out her survey on substance abuse 
would be shared across campus. 

 The email, forwarded to stu-
dents on Feb. 13, included a link 
to an anonymous survey and is 
made to survey students 18 years 
or older who are enrolled in a 
two or four year college and cur-
rently recovering from substance 
abuse.

The survey asks questions re-
garding student resilience, perfec-
tionism, personality traits and so-
cial environments.

La Scala, a single mother with 
two kids, said that she was once 
in a relationship with someone 
who was addicted to drugs and 
used to think it was simply a mat-
ter of choice to put an end to the 
addiction. 

“I (realized) this isn’t a choice. 
It’s not your choice to stop do-
ing drugs. It’s a disorder, and it’s 
chronic and it’s a lifetime. I know 
what it’s like to go through that 
life and I want to help people,” she 
said.

Both Tsong and La Scala hope 
that with the data, individu-
al treatment plans for substance 
abuse will become more efficient 
and recovery time will be reduced 
for students. Tsong said the results 
of the survey will be shared with 
those who regularly work with 
this population, including educa-
tors, clinicians and student affairs 
staff.

“The idea is that if we can iden-
tify these factors, then we can 
think about intervention, the strat-
egies to take away some of the 
risk factors and figure out how, 
as a college environment, we can 
help students to be successful,” 
Tsong said.

In 2015, an estimated 21.7 mil-
lion people aged 12 or older need-
ed substance abuse treatment 
and about 11 percent actually re-
ceived treatment, according to the 

National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health.

So far, La Scala said 567 stu-
dents have participated in the sur-
vey and only about 70 to 80 of 
those participants qualify for what 
she is looking for. The small num-
bers are less than Scala had antic-
ipated but she said it is because 

the research is focused solely on 
CSUF students.

Even though the survey is anon-
ymous, she said one of the big-
gest challenges in collecting data 
for this project is that it’s a deep-
ly personal subject and culturally 
ingrained that substance abuse is 
strictly a private matter. 

“There’s a lot of stigma around 
recovery that makes it so that 
its secretive,” La Scala said. “It 
started all those years ago, anon-
ymously so that it was a sepa-
rate part of everyone’s life. But I 
think in order for us as a nation 
to address it, it can’t continuously 
be anonymous.”

CSUF student and professor 
gather info on student 
substance addiction.

CAITLIN BARTUSICK
Asst. Copy Editor

An estimated 21.7 million people aged 12 or older needed substance use treatment and about 11 percent 
actually received treatment, according to a 2015 National Survey on Drug Use and Health.

DALIA QUIROZ / DAILY TITAN
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START GETTING MORE OUT OF COLLEGE.
START PUSHING YOURSELF.
START SHAPING YOUR FUTURE. 
START MOTIVATING OTHERS.
START GETTING MORE OUT OF LIFE.
START BUILDING CONFIDENCE.
START GETTING MORE OUT OF YOU.
START STRONG. 

Contact our Enrollment Advisor at 657-278-3527/3857 or syach@fullerton.edu. For
more information, you can also visit goarmy.com/rotc/kj72.

“It’s about 
Acceptance.”

•  We need to accept that mental health 
challenges come in many forms and that          

it can affect anyone.

•  One in five American adults experienced      
a mental health issue.

These at-home exhibitions 
transformed the family-run fur-
niture shop into a popular busi-
ness in Mexico. Florencio’s fur-
niture was featured in exhibits, 
rodeos and even in music videos 
by Vicente Fernandez, a famous 
singer in Mexico. 

With a successful business, it 
would have been easy for Blan-
quel to raise his family in Mexi-
co. His wife Gloria and children, 
Rodrigo, Victor and Rebeca, 
could’ve had a comfortable life, 
but comfortable was not enough 
for Florencio.

When he told his wife that he 
wanted to move their family to 
the United States, she wasn’t sold 
on the idea. 

Raised in Oakland, Califor-
nia, Gloria knew the problems 
her children could face. Drugs, 
gangs and riots were part of Glo-
ria’s childhood and she feared 
that it would be a part of her kids’ 
as well.

Florencio convinced her this is 
what was best for the family, and 
in 1989 they moved their family 
to the United States. 

“I came here with no fear. I 
had no idea where I was going, 
which state. I had never driven on 
a freeway, but here I was driving 
in my truck,” Florencio said.

Family friends in Burbank of-
fered the family a place to stay at 
for a while, but Florencio want-
ed to find a place and life of his 
own.

Florencio was turned down 
many times by landlords before 
they were able to find a place in 
Rosemead, California.

He found a home, but finding a 
job was just as difficult. Floren-
cio worked at a furniture shop in 
El Monte, California but decided 
against staying there. 

“They didn’t want to pay me 

how much I needed to make rent 
because I didn’t speak English,” 
Florencio said. 

He started to sell cookware 
when he realized it was a more 
lucrative business, and he was 
right. 

The profits he made from Roy-
al Prestige Cookware allowed 
Florencio to buy his home in 
Rosemead. 

Still, his quiet affinity for fur-
niture lingered. While selling 
cookware, he was collecting fur-
niture from stores going out of 
business. 

“My house was full of (furni-
ture),” Blanquel said. 

On his way to Anaheim for 
business, he drove by an empty 
store in Downtown Fullerton.

After 10 years in America, 
Blanquel started toying with the 
idea of selling furniture again. 
He asked his family what they 
thought about opening a furni-
ture business in California, but 
they already knew that’s where 
his heart was at.

“That’s his passion. That’s 
what he likes, that’s what he 
wanted. That’s always what he 
wanted,” Gloria Blanquel said.

Eleven years after moving to 
California, Blanquel Popular Art 
was opened on Harbor Boule-
vard. 

At 75, Florencio energy and 
enthusiasm seems endless. He 
welcomes customers who walk 
into his store with “¡Hola!” and a 
warm smile.

The furniture is made from re-
cycled wood from people who’ve 
called and offered it to him. He 
said he enjoys reusing wood be-
cause he likes recreating some-
thing from the Earth. 

“I tell the wood ‘I’m going 
to bring something good from 
you,’” he said. 

He uses table saws to shape 
larger parts and hand chisels to 

carve out details. He spends most 
of his day woodworking, often 
skipping lunch to continue his 
work.

Florencio said it’s important 
to represent Mexico authentical-
ly. His work and business is in-
tended to tell a story of a culture 

filled with tradition and history.
Florencio’s eldest son, Ro-

drigo, has noticed the influ-
ence the business has had on the 
community. 

“People are actually happy that 
we’re sharing a lot of the stories 
or the folklore that the Mexican 

culture has,” Rodrigo said. 
Florencio left Mexico nearly 

29 years ago. One furniture busi-
ness, three grandchildren and 
a lot of wood furniture later, he 
still hasn’t forgotten the reason 
behind his decision.

“I did not come here looking 
for work. I didn’t come here to 
make money. I came to give my 
kids opportunity of a different 
type of life,” Blanquel said. 

Yaresly Sanchez-Aguilera and 
Tatiana Diaz translated Span-
ish interviews for this story.

ART

Craft: Owner’s tenacity turns into business
CONTINUED FROM     1

Guerrero, Mexico native Florencio Blanquel taught grades one through six in major cities and rural jungles like 
Los Luceros in the state of Chiapas, Mexico.

PRISCILLA CARCIDO / DAILY TITAN

FLORENCIO BLANQUEL
Owner of Blanquel Pop Art

    I did not come here looking for work. I didn’t come 
here to make money. I came to give my kids opportunity 
of a different type of life.

““
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Music has different ways of 
making itself known — at a 
concert in between every on-
looker, through the blaring 
notes of a stereo and into ear 
drums between the sweat infest-
ed crowds, or even from a re-
cord player as the needle slow-
ly, steadily, touches the record, 
imprinting its initial crackles in 
soothing circular rotations. 

But what about a good ol’ 
compact disc? All those CDs 
tucked away in dusty boxes in 
the back of garages – ol’v reli-
able. Don’t act like Best Buy and 
be so quick to abandon discs by 
discontinuing the sale of CDs on 
July 1 due to declining sales. 

So what does the rapidly 
crashing death of CDs mean for 
playlists? 

Owning a CD means hav-
ing the hard copy of a well-pro-
duced setlist. When an artist 
releases a new album, nothing 
is more satisfying than press-
ing the play button on Spoti-
fy or taking the wrapper off a 
brand new CD, detaching the 
crisp edges of the case and un-
leashing the most beautifully (or 
minimally) designed disc, while 
a playback of Link opening a 
treasure chest surges through 
your head

It’s a no-brainer. Physical 
mixtapes need to make a come-
back and CDs have more in-
timate value between people, 
as opposed to sharing basic 
playlists on music streaming 
services.

I get it, streaming is much 
cheaper and easier. In the digital 

era, listening to music can be 
conveniently done on the go. 
No longer do we have to carry 
around bulky CD players for 
which the only thing playable is 
a single disc for hours on end. 

Not to mention all the free (or 
semi-free) music softwares such 
as Spotify, Pandora and Sound-
Cloud; they’ve become a dream 
to music lovers everywhere as 
they offer unlimited storage. 
Adding songs to a library has 
never been so simple. It doesn’t 
require the purchase of an en-
tire album anymore, or the still-
ness of a room and a recorder. 

Trust me, I could never go a 
day without Spotify and some 
good earphones, but that’s 
not the point. Although music 
streaming has many benefits, it 
will never measure up to the au-
thenticity of a disc. 

Just like every book enthusi-
ast loves the feel of turning a 
page at their fingertips, hear-
ing the crack of a CD case and 
the soft hum of a CD player is 
irreplaceable. 

Creating a mixtape for some-
one is much more soul breach-
ing; you’re giving someone a 
piece of you. Someone is carry-
ing your heart, blood and soul 
in the palm of their hands, with 
delicacy and adoration. They’re 
holding a fine-tuned set of dis-
tinctly handpicked songs that 
were chosen with your suitor’s 
interests in mind. 

Delivering a crafted master-
piece of collected songs instead 
of a dull playlist where the only 
creative aspect of it is the title is 
superior.

When creating a mixtape 
there is always a purpose, 
which could be as simple as, 
“Listen to these bangers.” Or it 
could be much more developed, 
when every song symbolizes 
exactly how much you love the 
person who is on the receiving 
end. Or maybe you’re creating 
it from the opposite spectrum, 
where the beat coincides with 
how much hatred you have for 
someone. Personally, I would 
never give that to anyone, but 
hey, life is full of risks.  

Maybe it’s just a spectacular 
party playlist that’s made for 

everyone to get in that party 
mood and become enthralled, 
because you know what they 
say, “Here for a good time, not 
a long time.” 

Considering how the different 
perspectives and interpretations 
of a mixtape can sometimes be 
overblown, it’s worth contem-
plating that every creation is a 
representation of the creator.

After developing the overall 
message or purpose, song or-
der is incredibly important. Or-
der is what makes the mixtape. 
Whenever I create mixtapes, 
each song smoothly transitions 
to the next (or at least make an 
attempt). A playlist shouldn’t be 
a mediocre cluster of random 
songs. It should mirror the way 
other famous musicians have 
constructed their own albums. 

Queen’s “A Night at the Op-
era” is one example of an 

amazing collection. In the al-
bum, all songs are connected 
when played chronologically 
and transitions are so smooth 
that it’s difficult to tell when the 
next song. It’s a complete body 
of work, and it gives the listen-
er a greater appreciation of the 
record because it creates a de-
sire to listen to the entire album 
from beginning to end, instead 
of skipping around. 

In Logic’s album “The In-
credible True Story,” he plays 
with the notion of storytell-
ing through cutscenes. His al-
bum is complete with skits 
about two men who make an 
astronomical journey to a plan-
et that’s rumored to support 
life after Earth, but eventual-
ly becomes toxic due to human 
intervention. 

When artists release albums, 

order is important and when 
people create mixtapes it can 
make them that much more ap-
pealing. After all, it’s the listen-
er you’re trying to entertain. 

After finally compiling a mag-
nificent mixtape, don’t forget to 
decorate the disc and its casing. 
These are the details that really 
make it much more emotional 
and endearing. 

Physical mixtapes aren’t just 
another thing of the past. They 
need to be revered. Because CDs 
are tangible, it makes them much 
more meaningful; anyone who 
receives a mixtape in the form 
of a CD should appreciate all the 
effort and affection that comes 
with assembling and creating a 
work of art. Mixtapes shouldn’t 
only be seen as something that 
your dad used to make for your 
mom in high school, but as to-
kens of authentic sentiment. 

The digital age takes 
away the joy of 
owning a CD.

KRISTINA GARCIA
Copy Editor

Following Best Buy and its plans to discontinue the sale of CDs on July 1 of this year, Target is demanding music 
suppliers sell them inventory on a consignment basis, only generating revenue from what is sold.

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS 

Watercolor and batik, a process where 
one uses wax to prevent certain patterns 
from being dyed, are her mediums of 
choice. With both forms, she would usu-
ally paint colorful and vibrant patterns 
or turn to nature, landscapes or an occa-
sional cat that would creep in while she’s 
working. 

Both mediums can actually be used 
for whatever subject she chooses, but 
the processes are polar opposites when 
it comes to technique and execution, 

Christjansen said.
Much like her art, Christjansen is invit-

ing and welcoming. Eve Lunt, Christjan-
sen’s stepdaughter from her late husband, 
Stephen Werlick, said when she was grow-
ing up, all her friends would always want 
to visit Christjansen’s house because she 
made everyone feel welcomed.

“It’s never just a transaction with Dorte. 
She always makes it personal and finds out 
a little bit of the person she’s talking with. 
It’s not as much artistic as just listening to 
people and seeing the beauty in everyone,” 
Lunt said. 

Her friendliness and creative mind got 
her to embrace the art scene and commu-
nity in Long Beach. With the Long Beach 
Creative Group, artists around the city 
gather from Facebook to create a place 
of expression and engage with one anoth-
er through art exhibits and events in the 
city.

Christjansen’s paintings, inspired by the 
Colorado Lagoon and other works from 
the Long Beach Creative Group, will be on 
display at Portfolio, a coffeehouse in Long 
Beach, during a monthly event called 
“Fourth Fridays.” At the event, businesses 

in the Retro Row district of 4th Street ex-
tend their store hours, have food and drink 
specials, discounted merchandise, pop-up 
shops, live music and art shows.

Christjansen also plans to display her art 
at the Expo Arts Center in Bixby Knolls in 
Long Beach in the beginning of March.

From her grandfather’s inspiration to 
her mother’s independent spirit, Christjan-
sen continues her family’s legacy of creat-
ing art while simultaneously helping out 
the local art community and influencing 
others with her unique way of looking at 
the beauty in life.

ART

Dye: Family legacy continues through artist
CONTINUED FROM     1

Dorte Christjansen (above) said that the unique spelling of her last name is derived from her father’s desire to distinguish the family from the many Christiansens in Denmark at the time. 
Despite her Danish background, Christjansen said she loves world art, specifically the vibrancy of Japanese influenced work. 

KRISTINE JARANILLA / DAILY TITAN
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“Was the blood of my class-
mates and my teachers worth 
your blood money?” said Mi-
chelle Lapidot, a freshman at. 
Lapidot was one of several stu-
dents at a CNN hosted town hall 
reviewing gun control Wednes-
day, along with those who sur-
vived the mass shooting on Feb. 
14 when a gunman killed 17 
people. 

Like most protests in U.S. his-
tory, young people are at the 
forefront of the conversation, 
speaking up and speaking loud 
— and right now America needs 
to listen and take action.

Since the mass shooting in 
Parkland, student survivors have 
been launched into the national 
spotlight and have opened a se-
rious dialogue on gun reform. 
In just 10 days, they confronted 
state legislators through tweets 
and live debates, called for a na-
tional school walkout day and 
organized a march on Washing-
ton with demands for tougher 
gun control laws.

The stereotypical angst and 
emotion so familiar to adoles-
cents is not what limits their 
ability to lead movements; it fu-
els their defiance to challenge 
the people and institutions that 
have sworn to protect them. 
When speaking live on televi-
sion to politicians, the Parkland 
students did not cower in fear or 
hesitate. They spoke with bold 
conviction.

“All these people should be 
at home grieving. But instead 
we are up here standing togeth-
er because if all our government 
and our president can do is send 
thoughts and prayers, then it’s 
time for victims to be the change 
that we need to see,” said Emma 
Gonzalez, senior at the high 
school.  

Though this endeavor is in-
spiring, it can’t be just the sur-
vivors’ burden to repair a broken 
system. It’s the responsibility of 
those elected in office to listen 
and engage with their constitu-
ents, which includes the young 
people who will inevitably lead 

the nation. 
But, as Trevor Noah said on 

“The Daily Show” last week, 
“Right now, kids are acting like 
adults and adults are acting like 
children.”

After the televised town hall, 
Bill O’Reilly tweeted, “The big 
question is: should media be 
promoting opinions by teenag-
ers who are in an emotional state 
and facing extreme peer pres-
sure in some cases?”

O’Reilly’s message is con-
descending and an insult to the 
survivors. He belittles the stu-
dents’ emotional state on the 
basis that they are unreliable 
teenagers. What purpose does 
it serve to  censor or suppress 
grief and outrage that is rightful-
ly voiced?  

Most of the Parkland students 
speaking out about gun reform 
are not yet old enough to vote. 
When they finally do reach the 
voting age of 18, they will also 
be eligible to purchase a firearm 
in Florida. 

There have been nearly 300 
school shootings since 2013, 
and 18 of them occurred in 2018 
alone, according to Everytown 
for Gun Safety Support Fund, 
which hopes to represent an ac-
curate portrayal of gun violence. 
Despite all those who have spo-
ken up on gun reform in the 
past, in both eloquence and in 
anger, legislators have failed to 
take any notice or action. 

It is important to remember 
that the student outrage, in this 
case, isn’t any more unique than 

those before them. Those who 
are speaking up now follow in 
the footsteps of young people 
throughout history who have 
mobilized against injustice. 

During the civil rights move-
ment, thousands of young Afri-
can-Americans protested against 
segregation in a series of march-
es known as the Birmingham 
children’s crusade. The demon-
strations made national news, 
and local newspapers reported 
police officers blasting children 
with fire hoses and police dogs 
attacking the crowd. 

More recently, young activ-
ists have been at the front lines 
of protests such as Black Lives 
Matter, the Dakota Access Pipe-
line and the fight to protect De-
ferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals. They are vocal and 
quick to organize, not only be-
cause social media helps em-
power their cause, but because 
they are desperately fighting to 
protect their future. 

Young people prove time and 
time again that they are willing 
to have difficult conversations 
about the future of the country. 
They say what they mean and 
don’t hold anything back. 

Their fearlessness echoes 
from the past and will contin-
ue into the future. Those on the 
sidelines must listen, learn and 
take meaningful action against 
gun violence. If teenagers have 
the courage to step up when it 
truly matters, why can’t sup-
posedly responsible adults do 
the same?

Kids’ financial futures depend on schools

Americans can’t ignore Florida students 
Young activists are 
calling for nationwide 
gun reform.

CAITLIN BARTUSICK
Asst. Copy Editor

Following the mass school shooting in Parkland, Florida on Feb. 14, students refuse to back down from gun reform conversations. Historically, young 
people have led the way for many social and political changes including the civil rights movement and the more recent Black Lives Matter movement.

DALIA QUIROZ / DAILY TITAN

The most commonly known 
fact about tax returns is their 
deadline, April 17, but it’s likely 
to slip the minds of even the most 
respectable adults. As Tax Day 
quickly approaches, many peo-
ple find deciphering numbers and 
filing forms to be a hassle, but it 
doesn’t have to be difficult. 

If students could learn to file 
their own taxes in the classroom, 
they could be better prepared in 
their financial futures. 

Learning new skills, no mat-
ter what they might be, certain-
ly helps adolescent brain de-
velopment, but not everything 
taught in school is necessary. 
For example, playing the record-
er is a common activity in many 

elementary schools in the U.S.
It’s not to say that the current 

curriculum taught in schools is 
useless and should be disposed 
of, but tax courses should be 
mandatory to ensure students are 
learning skills that will benefit 
them long after graduation.

With so many different lines, 
boxes and pages, taxes can ap-
pear daunting to anyone, but this 
fear is overly dramatized.

A teacher at Osborne High 
School in Georgia offered a crash 
course on taxes to show how eas-
ily they can be taught and un-
derstood. To pass a tax prepara-
tion test, his students were told to 
help less fortunate people in the 
community by doing their tax-
es for free. According to one of 
the clients interviewed in a CN-
NMoney video, the taxes were 
filled out correctly every time.

A better education starts with 
teaching students the skills that 
will have long-term benefits. De-
spite common misconceptions, 
tax forms aren’t extremely diffi-
cult to figure out. To remedy this 
issue, teachers need to be willing 
to take the time to explain the 
process, but that can’t happen if 
educators aren’t motivated to in-
corporate basic financial skills 
into curricula. 

Only 12 percent of elementary 
and high school classes currently 

teach forms of financial educa-
tion, and 78 percent of teachers 
believe they need more appropri-
ate financial curriculum, accord-
ing to a 2016 study from Price-
waterhouseCoopers (PwC), a tax 
and consulting service. 

“Educators see the value of 
teaching students to budget, 
prepare for the future and be-
come better financial decision 
makers,” according to the same 
study. “But educators need more 
support to adequately teach these 
skills.”

Some people argue that there 
are more important financial 
skills that should be taught in 
schools, like managing cred-
it card debt or establishing a re-
tirement plan, especially because 
taxes only have to be filed once 
a year. 

This may be true, but learning 
to do taxes not only saves time 
and stress, but it can save a sig-
nificant amount of money over 
a lifetime. Paying a tax preparer 
for a standard 1040 form averag-
es anywhere from $152 to $261, 
and possibly more depending on 
the form you need, according to 
the IRS.

There’s also the belief that 
teaching adolescents how to do 
taxes before they even obtain 
jobs may end up confusing them 
even more. Sixty-two percent of 

teachers surveyed by PwC said 
financial education isn’t seen as 
critical for college and career 
readiness.

However, learning any new 
concept will provoke confu-
sion and it’s better to educate 
students at a younger age while 
they are more receptive to new 
information. Eighty-six percent 
of teens said they wanted the op-
portunity to learn more about fi-
nancial education in school be-
fore they had to do so in real 
life, according to a 2011 study 

by Charles Schwab.  
Many adults today weren’t 

taught how to do their taxes in 
school. When asked about per-
sonal finance questions related 
to federal income tax returns, the 
average U.S. adult scored about 
50 percent, according to a sur-
vey from NerdWallet, a website 
that provides personal finance 
advice. If taxes were worth a let-
ter grade, adults across the nation 
would be receiving F’s.

But at least everyone knows 
how to play the recorder, right?

Education is the key 
to understanding 
how taxes work.

LAUREN DIAZ
Asst. Opinion Editor

Every year many adults struggle with filing their taxes and hire tax 
preparers to do it for them because of a lack of financial education.

COURTESY OF FLICKR 
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WHERE’S
        TUFFY?
WHERE’S
        TUFFY?

SOLUTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

ARIES (Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

You are eager to talk about your 
dreams today but could grow 
annoyed if people don’t take your 
sharing seriously. Their attention may 
wander while you’re unfolding your 
interpretations of the symbolism that 
arises from your subconscious.

TAURUS (Apr. 20 - May 20) 
You are itching to bring a sensitive 
topic out into the open today, but there 
are those who think that any mention 
of a controversial issue is too much.

GEMINI (May 21 - Jun. 20)

You are in your glory today, smoothly 
slipping in and out of conversations, 
being serious one moment and funny 
the next. Your ability to engage nearly 
anyone on any subject is supported by 
communicator Mercury’s presence in 
your 10th House of Status.

CANCER (Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Your current self-confidence motivates 
you to take chances and say things 
you might normally keep to yourself. 
Although you may have an excessive 
amount of good information at your 
disposal, you could struggle as you try to 
tie it all together into a coherent theory.

LEO (Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

You can skillfully turn any conversation 
into one about spirituality today. But 
you may have a particular axe to 
grind with someone who won’t play a 
supporting role in your story. You’re 
capable of transforming the nicest 
person into an unpleasant character 
if you don’t get your way now.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

You are irritated beyond measure 
when someone arbitrarily rejects 
your best arguments for no reason 
at all. Subjectivity has no place in a 
debate that should be built on facts.

LIBRA (Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

Although there may be conflict 
among your network of friends and 
associates, you just want everyone to 
get along in spite of their differences. 
Unfortunately, your good intentions 
aren’t enough to make everything 
harmonious in your world now, 
especially when people’s beliefs take 
their thinking in a variety of directions.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

You’re not likely to hold much back 
when sharing your thoughts today. 
Although you can be very dramatic 
when you have a captive audience, 
going overboard with theatrics 
detracts from your heartfelt message.
 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

You may be harboring deeply rooted 
feelings that you have no wish to share 
now. However, your unexpressed 
anger can tilt a conversation away 
from love and toward fear. You might 
attempt to gloss over your negativity 
by spinning it into a positive message.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You want everyone to know exactly 
where you stand and are certain that 
you can communicate your position 
with a high level of clarity today. 
However, something may go wrong 
even if you believe everything is 
going right.
 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

The strength of your convictions is 
tested today when you are confronted 
with previously unconsidered facts. 
By discrediting the sources, you can 
reject the new information before you 
consider it. 

PISCES (Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

Creating a big to-do about nothing 
is one way to draw attention to 
your plight. However, you are 
likely to be misinterpreted by a 
coworker who thinks you just want 
to grab the spotlight.

HOROSCOPE
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Sink

Pantry
Stove
Oven

Throwrug
Familyroom

Garage
Furniture

Microwave
Washer

House
Cellar
Rugs

Laundryroom
Dryer

Tables
Closets

Study
Carpet
Lamps
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WINNER
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Anthony Estrada

What calls for help, when written in 
capital letters, is the same forwards, 
backwards and upside down?
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Abba song
Morse code
3 letters

HINT 1: 
HINT 2:
HINT 3:

Last Issue’s
Solution:
Tango

There is nothing noble in 
being superior to your 
fellow men. True nobility 
lies in being superior to 
your former self. 

Ernest Hemingway
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK WORD OF THE DAY

FUN FACT:
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WINNER:

What aspect of the Daily Titan

do you enjoy the most?

The Daily Titan is distributed to the Fullerton 

Marriott and the CSUF Irvine campus.

Melinda Chow
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Eschew
to avoid habitually especially on moral or 
practical grounds : shun

First Known Use: 14th century

“

”
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Award: Dockins earns collegiate accolade
“Her composure out on the 

field is like none that I have ever 
seen. There’s not a situation that 
kid can’t handle,” said Titans 
Head Coach Kelly Ford.  

Against UC San Diego, the 
Titans closed the game in five 
innings after Dockins pitched a 
no-hitter for an 8-0 win. 

She is the first Titan since 
2013 to throw a no-hitter and 
became the 57th athlete in 
program history to achieve 
this feat.

“I was just out there playing 
my game and I knew I had a job 
to do and beat San Diego, and I 
couldn’t be anymore thankful,” 
Dockins said.

Though the award acknowl-
edges the achievements that the 
freshman pitcher has earned, it 
also allows her to reflect on what 
she must continue to work on. 

“I know what to expect of 
these big teams and I know 
they’re going to come out with 
hot bats, but I just need to keep 
them off balance and trust my 
pitches,” Dockins said. 

This award not only gives 
Dockins a confident boost but 
it also acts as a source of moti-
vation for the entire squad and 
their record for the rest of non-
conference play. 

“We’ve been having some 
losses but we’ve been fighting 
back as much as we can, and I 
think it’s just going to get big-
ger and better from here,” 
Dockins said

CONTINUED FROM     1

Titans pitcher Taylor Dockins caught fire against Mississippi State. She struck out eight batters while only giving 
up three hits and one run, earning her fourth win of the season.

KATIE ALBERTSON / DAILY TITAN FILE PHOTO
KELLY FORD
Titans head coach

     Her composure 
out on the field is 
like none that I have 
ever seen. There’s not 
a situation that kid 
can’t handle.

“

“

CSUF travels to Northridge for road game

Baseball cannot overcome UCLA’s offense

The Cal State Fullerton men’s 
basketball team will look to 
sweep the season series against 
Cal State Northridge as it trav-
els to take on the Matadors on 
Wednesday, Feb. 28. 

The Titans are fresh off a 81-71 
victory over Long Beach State. 
Guard Kyle Allman, who ranks 
second in the Big West confer-
ence in points per game, scored 
25 in the contest.

CSUF handled Northridge in 
its last matchup in Titan Gym. 
The 18-point win counts as the 
largest margin of victory for the 
Titans in conference play. They 
collected a season-high 21 assists 
while only turning the ball over 
eight times. 

Forward Jackson Rowe be-
lieves the assist total and final 
score go hand in hand. 

“When we move the ball and 
we’re playing unselfishly, I think 
that’s when we’re at our best. 
When we decide to be unselfish 
and actually lock teams down on 
defense, that’s usually when we 
win games,” Rowe said.

Passing has been the key to 
the Titans’ success this season. 
In games where they record 10 
or more assists, the team holds a 
14-4 record. 

Guard Khalil Ahmad and 
Rowe held the most assists in 
two of CSUF’s three most recent 
games. Ahmad recorded sev-
en assists in Saturday’s match-
up with Long Beach and Rowe 
dished out eight dimes against 
Northridge. 

Rowe does not have a set game 
plan for himself heading into 
Wednesday. 

“I don’t go into a game saying 
‘I’m going to have 30 points this 
game.’ If the opportunity is there, 
I’m going to take advantage of it. 
I just play off of my teammates 
and try to create for them as 
well,” Rowe said.

Allman feels his game, as well 
as Ahmad and Rowe’s, rise to an-
other level when they share the 
ball. 

“It makes them harder to guard 
because people start to respect 
their passing ability,” Allman 
said. “People may fall asleep on 
me to help on Khalil and Jackson 
too much, so now they both find 
me.”

Ahmad became the 24th play-
er in Cal State Fullerton men’s 
basketball history to collect 1000 
points after the 68-66 win over 
UC Davis on Feb. 10. Allman 

may soon join him in that club 
if he scores 18 points against 
Northridge, a possibility he’d 
love to make reality. 

“We’re in the same class and 
if we get in the same year, that’s 
pretty surreal. It’s crazy to think 
about,” Allman said. 

The game tips off in 
Northridge’s Matadome at 7:00 
p.m. and is available for viewing 
on ESPN3. 

Men’s basketball looks to 
earn season sweep against 
Cal State Northridge. 

JARED EPREM
Sports Editor

Over the last three games, forward Jackson Rowe (above) averaged 15 points while shooting 60 percent 
from the floor and 7.67 rebounds. He also dished out a season-high eight assists against CSUN.
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Cal State Fullerton baseball’s 
late-game collapse against UCLA 
resulted in a 12-2 loss, dropping 
its overall record to 1-7. 

“We have to come together. We 
have to have the Titan legacy back 
in us,” said center fielder Mitchell 
Berryhill. “We need to look back 
at what the Titans before us have 
done and follow up with that.” 

UCLA’s Chase Strumpf was the 
first to score with a homer to left 
field in the top of the second. Ti-
tans pitcher Gavin Velasquez add-
ed more men on base after walk-
ing Kyle Cuellar and with only 
one out, a single up the middle 
from Garrett Mitchell propped up 
a 3-0 lead. 

Fullerton answered in the fol-
lowing inning with a single hit 
from Berryhill, bringing in sec-
ond baseman Hank LoForte and 
cutting the Bruins lead to two.

A single from shortstop Sahid 
Valenzuela gave catcher Daniel 
Cope an open lane to bring in an-
other run, shortening the deficit 
to 3-2.  With a chance to take the 
lead, Ruben Cardenas was too ea-
ger at the plate, striking out with 
two left on base. 

“It’s all mental mistakes. If 

we come out knowing we’re bet-
ter than the other team, which we 
know we are, we can compete 
with anybody,” Berryhill said. 

The Bruins didn’t settle for their 
one-run lead and on the first pitch 
of his at-bat, Michael Toglia sent 
it over the fence for UCLA’s sec-
ond homer of the night. 

A pitcher switch after the ho-
mer saw Tanner Bibee’s six-in-
ning night come to an end and 
brought CSUF’s Jimmy Endersby 
onto the mound. 

Endersby gave up a walk, lead-
ing to Fullerton’s fourth pitch-
er switch of the evening, hoping 
Tommy Wilson could get them 
out of the hole. 

The eighth inning doomed the 
Titans; mistakes across the infield 
led to a five-run inning for UCLA, 
stretching the lead out to 8-2.

The Titans’ final pitcher switch 
of the game gave Landon Ander-
son a moment to stump the Bru-
ins. Instead, Toglia recorded his 
second home run of the night, 
driving a runner in with the hit. 

In the top of the ninth, UCLA 
added four more runs that extend-
ed the lead to 12-2. 

After failing to make a come-
back, the Titans are now in the 
midst of a three-game losing 
streak.

“We have all the dudes and all 
the potential to do it. We just need 
to get out of our own heads and 
just come out with a positive atti-
tude and grind, just grind,” Berry-
hill said. 

Cal State Fullerton suffers 
third-straight loss at 
Goodwin Field.

KATHRYNE PADILLA
Asst. Sports Editor

The Titans’ offense struggled against UCLA, recording fewer than three runs for the fourth time this season. 
Their defense also gave up double-digit runs for the second consecutive game. 
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