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Students protested the proposed price increase after Parking and Transportation Services announced a $49 increase.
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Students protested a price 
increase after learning of 
new construction project.

HOSAM ELATTAR
Asst. News Editor

ESMERALDA FIGUEROA
Staff Writer

Tensions were high Wednesday, 
May 1 at a forum organized by 
Movimiento Estudiantil Chicanx 
de Aztlan (M.E.Ch.A) to discuss 
next semester’s increase in park-
ing permit prices. The forum end-
ed with students chanting “stop 
the increase.”

The price of parking will in-
crease from $236 to $285 on July 
1 of this year and then to $334 on 
July 1 of 2020. 

The increase in price is to pay 
for a new $38 million parking 
structure by the Eastside Park-
ing Structure. The increase will 
make Cal State Fullerton one of 
the most expensive campuses for 
parking in the California State 
University system.

Due to Education Code 89700, 
university parking organizations 
cannot receive state or university 
funding.

The new lot will hold 1,900 
spaces in an effort to alleviate 
a problem that has plagued this 
campus for a long time. 

Currently there are 8,853 stu-
dent parking spaces on campus. 
Parking and Transportation Ser-
vices currently sells about 19,000 
permits per semester.

“It doesn’t take a lot of thought 

to conclude that we have a parking 
problem,” said Danny Kim, vice 
president for administration and 
finance , one of the main speakers 
at the forum. “I arrived on cam-
pus in 2014. Even before my ar-
rival, parking has always been an 
issue.”

While some students at the fo-
rum agreed that parking is a 
problem, they are against a price 
increase.

“We get there is a parking prob-
lem. We do need the structure 
and we need more parking but 
there has to be another way to go 
about it. They’re raising fees with-
out student input. Maybe if it was 
more student input we wouldn’t be 

as mad,” one student told Kim at 
the forum.

Some students involved with 
Associated Students shared that 
same sentiment, including ASI 
President Ana Aldazabal, who 
is against the parking permit in-
crease. She said that the univer-
sity administration does not un-
derstand the financial hardships 
students face.

“There is no more money that 
we have. We’re broke. Some stu-
dents are being charged for this 
parking structure and they’re go-
ing to be graduating by the time 
it’s built. That’s another issue.”

The reason fees are at that price 
is to fund the bond payments on 

the structure, according to Kim.
“Thirty years from now when 

the bond is paid off the fee will go 
down. The students who come af-
ter thirty years will benefit from 
this parking structure. Just like all 
of you are benefitting from the de-
cision that was made 15 years ago 
when the campus built those three 
structures,” Kim said.

Three parking structures have 
been built on campus in the last 
15 years and the bond for those 
structures have not been paid off 
yet. Before the structures were 
built, parking permits cost $50. 

Special
athletes 
compete 
An estimated 4,000 volunteers 
helped arrange the event for 
kids from Orange County.

ESMERALDA FIGUEROA
Staff Writer

The 34th annual Goodwill of 
Orange County Faley Special 
Games kicked off Friday, May 3 
with opening ceremonies at 9:30 
a.m.

Known as a “special day for 
special athletes,” the event has 
been held at Cal State Fullerton 
every year since 1985 as a day 
for developmentally disabled and 
special needs students to partici-
pate in athletic games. 

The largest event held for spe-
cial needs students in Orange 
County, the games included 
non-competitive activities such 
as the basketball hoop, soccer 
goal kicks, T-ball and the 50-
yard fun dash. 

Other activities include face 
painting, a live band and a cor-
doned-off section of the field de-
voted to dog therapy. 

Spring Concert surpasses low expectations 

After Associated Students’ 
Spring Concert debacle last 
year when headlining artist Ke-
hlani abruptly cancelled due 
to a sinus infection, Cal State 
Fullerton students were left un-
sure of how this year’s concert 
would transpire. Fortunately, 
all the scheduled artists made it 
to the stage Saturday night and 
gave the crowd the performanc-
es they were promised.  

The gates opened at 4 p.m. 
with students, guests and alum-
ni filling into the Intramural 
Fields for an afternoon of enter-
tainment and activities. Some 
attendees picnicked on the 
grass while others took a spin 
on the swing ride or posed for 
photos in front of the “Up in the 
Clouds” themed backdrop.

Vivian Lee, a cinema and 
television arts major, said she 
enjoyed the swing ride but ex-
pected more of a carnival in-
stead of just one ride.

The first performance of the 
night came from Brownies and 
Lemonade, who DJed before 
bringing out their all-star per-
former, Sweater Beats. Sweater 
Beats, a DJ and guitarist, played 
a remix of punk songs and hits 
from the 2010s. 

To conclude their set, Brown-
ies and Lemonade threw out 
their infamous cosmic brownies 
into the crowd, but did not pro-
vide any lemonade.

Fortunately, a line of food 
trucks provided everything 
from tacos and rice bowls to 
grilled cheese sandwiches 
and crepes to satisfy anyone’s 
cravings.

Within a few minutes, the 

musical trio Cheat Codes erupt-
ed onstage in a cloud of smoke, 
throwing money into the crowd. 
With a microphone in one hand 
and a drink in the other, Trev-
or Dahl hyped up the crowd as 
he and Kevin Ford performed a 
plethora of songs from “Ferra-
ri” and “Feeling of Falling” to 
“Feels Great.”

Most sang along when Cheat 
Codes performed their hit “No 
Promises” featuring Demi Lo-
vato, which has gained over 150 
million views on YouTube. 

Cheat Codes consistent-
ly brought the crowd’s energy 

level up after every song and 
surprised those who had nev-
er heard of their music with an 
electric exhibition that lasted 
for an hour.  

With beach balls bouncing 
in the crowd and the sun set-
ting behind the stage, it was up 
for headline act Super Duper 
Kyle to close out the night. The 
crowd’s energy was at an all-
time high as they awaited for 
the hip-hop singer to take the 
stage.

Anticipation and slight frus-
tration built as time dragged on 
after Cheat Codes’ set ended. 

After an hour of stage silence 
occupied by house music and 
radio hits bumped through the 
speakers, Super Duper Kyle’s 
hype man hopped on to play a 
mix of the latest hits, includ-
ing “Sicko Mode,” “Mo Bam-
ba,” “Plain Jane” and of course, 
“Old Town Road.”

While the crowd danced and 
sang along, there was a sense 
of uneasiness all around as au-
dience members questioned if 
Super Duper Kyle would pull a 
Kehlani and not show up.

At 8:40 p.m., stage lights ig-
nited the night sky and Super 

Duper Kyle finally arrived to 
the excitement of the anxious 
crowd. 

Spring Concert was the 9th 
and final stop of Kyle’s Super 
Duper University tour, which 
spanned from Florida to Cali-
fornia. Sticking to the theme, 
Super Duper Kyle adopted the 
role of a professor. 

“I don’t give out no home-
work,” he said. Pop quizzes 
were more his teaching style.

Kevin Ford and other Cheat Codes members performed an hour-long set that electrified the crowd during Spring Concert in the Intramural Fields. 
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Despite absence of big 
name artists, the show 
supplied cheap thrills. 

NATHAN NGUYEN
Lifestyle Editor 
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Asst. Opinion Editor
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Parking forum gets heated 
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Cal State Fullerton’s Lawrence de 
Graaf Center for Oral and Public Histo-
ry now holds a piece of American politi-
cal history: retired U.S. Rep. Ed Royce’s 
congressional papers.

The former Republican congressman 
and CSUF alumnus donated his personal 
collection of legislative documents and 
pictures that cataloged his political en-
deavours earlier this year. 

Royce served in the California State 
Senate from 1983 to 1993 and was elect-
ed as a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives from 1993 to 2019, serv-
ing as a chair on the Foreign Affairs 
committee in the House. 

Royce graduated from CSUF in 1977 
with a Bachelor of Arts in business ad-
ministration and became the first alum-
nus elected to Congress. 

Since then, he has offered student in-
ternships in his offices and helped se-
cure funding for the Pollak Library, res-
idence halls and the Ruby Gerontology 
Center. 

“He has his roots with Cal State Ful-
lerton and as he got into public office 
he’s kept close to his university. We’ve 
always been apart of Ed Royce’s profes-
sional life as well as his personal life,” 
said Chi-Chung Keung, the service di-
rector of news media services at CSUF.

Keung, who is a doctoral student at 
CSUF, said that the acquisition of the 
congressional documents is something 
that will give students access to authen-
tic pieces of history. 

Royce was succeeded by Democratic 

Rep. Gil Cisneros in the 2018 general 
election after a close race with Young 
Kim, who Royce backed throughout her 
race. 

The plans to gift the congressional pa-
pers to the university were in discussion 
for a year before Royce’s retirement. 

This effort was spearheaded in part by 
Owen Holmes, the former associate vice 
president for Government and Communi-
ty Relations at CSUF.

Holmes liaisoned between CSUF and 
elected officials at the federal, state and 
local level. 

Over the course of his 21-year tenure 
in the government and community rela-
tions office, he nurtured relationships 
with elected officials like Royce and was 
able to discuss the prospect of obtaining 
the documents with him.

“It’s the first of its kind in the uni-
versity’s history. Many other campuses 
across the country have members of con-
gress or senators or governors or whatev-
er that donate their papers and this will 
be the first time that we’ve had this,” 
Holmes said. 

Although Royce’s congressional pa-
pers are a first for the university, CSUF 
is not the first Cal State University to re-
ceive such documents. 

In 2000, former State Senator and U.S. 
Congressman Robert J. Lagomarsino’s 
congressional papers were transferred 
to Cal State Channel Islands, where they 
are now available for research use.

Royce’s documents and pictures are 
currently being stored on a server, ac-
cording to Natalie Fousekis, director of 
the Lawrence de Graaf Center for Oral 
and Public History. 

The center must organize them be-
fore they can be published for public 
viewing. 

Once the construction of the cen-
ter’s new location on the sixth floor of 
the library’s southern tower is complete, 

Fousekis said that the center will hire 
someone to help organize the documents 
and photos. 

They also plan to conduct a two-to-
four-hour-long interview with Royce that 
will compliment the papers.

“It’s relatively unique, I think, for 
them to come to a Cal State. It’s more 
typical for them to go to a UC or a pri-
vate university. We are not the only Cal 
State but I don’t think it is a norm where 
members of Congress provide their pa-
pers to Cal States,” Fousekis said.

The Lawrence de Graaf Center for 
Oral and Public History is on the third 
floor of the library’s south tower. 

In their vast collection of histor-
ical materials, they have conducted 
over 6,000 recorded interviews about 
moments in Californian history and 
beyond. 

Among some of the recordings are 
over 50 interviews with people who 
knew Richard Nixon, including his sec-
ond -grade teacher, and a large collec-
tion of interviews with Japanese Ameri-
cans who were held at internment camps 
in California during World War II.

Royce’s congressional documents and 
interview will be stored with these his-
torical works within the center’s Orange 
County Politics project, which aims to 
chronicle Orange County politicians’ 
impact. 

The exact date the documents will be-
come available is unknown, but Fousakis 
said that the general time frame is some-
time in 2021.

For now, their first goal is to make an 
online version of Royce’s information on 
the Foreign Affairs Committee website.

“We have access to a lot of the infor-
mation that only a few people have ever 
seen or heard and now our faculty mem-
bers will have a library treasure chest of 
political history.  And it’s located here at 
Cal State Fullerton,” Keung said.

Ed Royce donates 
congressional papers to 

Cal State Fullerton 
Former congressman 
gives political documents 
and photos to campus.

ANGELINA DEQUINA
Asst. Opinion Editor
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Congratulations
Class of 2019!

Anthony Salazar

I couldn’t be any prouder of you than I
am to share this very special moment in
your life! CONGRATULATIONS!

College of Natural Sciences &
Mathematics

Love you,
Mom

Megan Maxey

Megan, we are beyond proud of you!
You are living your dreams! Hard work
pays off! You are a shining star in our
lives, always.

College of Communications

Love you,
Mom and Dad!

ORDER NOW:
(657) 278-8269

mkurland@fullerton.edu

Show pride for your graduate with a message that will be
memorialized in the Daily Titan newspaper!

LAST DAY TO ORDER
YOUR GRAD GRAM!

The price for parking permits 
have gone up with every new 
structure, Kim said.

“That parking structure will 
only be here for one year for 
me. How many (students) will 
actually benefit from this damn 
structure while we have to pay 
for it now? I don’t think any of 
us here are okay having to pay 
for something we are hardly or 
at all going to benefit from,” said 
Christopher Anagnostou, a his-
tory major.

The bond payment for the new 
structure will cost $2,500,000 
annually. Parking and Transpor-
tation Services currently makes 
a less than $14 million dollars in 
revenue off of parking permits, 
said Kristen Jasko, Parking and 
Transportation Services direc-
tor .

Aldazabal said she advocated 
for there to be a payment plan 
for students to afford the new 
rates. Kim said that the logistics 

of a monthly payment plan are 
being looked into.

Aldazabal also advocated for 
discounts for low income stu-
dents. Students at the forum 
asked that the prices for low in-
come students to be subsidized. 
One student brought her pay-
check to show that she can not 
afford the increase.

“We can’t do differential pric-
ing based on your financial need. 
One of the reasons is because the 
financial aid package and policy 
on campus. If you qualify for aid 
there is aid available to them and 
so we can’t create our own finan-
cial aid packaging for a parking 
permit,” Kim said.

Kaylie Stone, a cinema arts 
major, asked why the resident 
permits also increased when 
they will not have access to the 
new structure or the existing 
ones.

“We have to buy a resident 
permit to park in the lot and half 
the time we have to park in Lot 
G which is a half a mile walk 
in the dark as a woman alone. 

That’s what I’m paying $300 
for,” Stone said.

Jasko said the reason is be-
cause the resident lot does not 
get the turnover the other struc-
tures do. 

“With resident students, the 
cars don’t move. That’s why 
there are certain restrictions in 
place like the ones you men-
tioned and why the cost is the 
same,” Jasko said. 

Aldazabal said the previous 
ASI board of directors did not 
tell her about the increase and 
that the administration did not 
do enough to communicate this 
with current ASI leaders.

“If other student leaders 
would have communicated this 
with a year in advance, with two 
years in advance that the park-
ing permit was increasing then 
I feel like students could have 
used their voices more. Students 
could have mobilized earlier. 
That wasn’t the case,” Aldazabal 
said.

Aldazabal said there are cur-
rent ASI leaders who do not care 

about the increase and who did 
not speak up about it when Kim 
came to a board meeting.

“Can you imagine if the board 
of directors would have passed 
a resolution saying that we op-
posed this increase?” Aldazabal 
said. “I’m tired of student lead-
ers being elected and being paid 
for these positions and not advo-
cating for students. There are so 
many students in ASI who are 
not there for students.”

Aldazabal said one ASI lead-
er who has been vocal about the 
parking structure is Maria Lin-
ares, vice chair secretary for the 
board of directors .

Linares said the administra-
tion did not keep them in the 
loop and that the forum should 
have been in a more accessible 
room and more time should have 
provided. 

“As a student leader, I am go-
ing to try to push for another fo-
rum,” Linares said. “An hour 
was definitely not enough.”

Students at the forum agreed 
with this sentiment and asked 

when there would be a second 
forum.

“That I don’t know. I don’t 
think there is going to be one,” 
Kim said.

The forum was scheduled for 
an hour but was cut 10 minutes 
short to accommodate for a class 
at 4 p.m. Students followed Jas-
ko and Kim as they left, asking 
them more questions about the 
increase.

There is a petition going 
around to stop the permit price 
increase. As of print, it currently 
has close to 1,500 signatures.

There is also a survey creat-
ed by ASI to ask students how 
they feel about the new parking 
structure.

“I understand that we have a 
parking problem, I understand 
that that’s one of the big issues 
that students complain about 
and the administration wants to 
do something about it like by 
building a new parking struc-
ture. I don’t think it should be on 
the back of students,” Aldazabal 
said.

CONTINUED FROM     1

Burden: The student parking permit fee 
is set to increase by $49 for fall 2019 

Sociology major Valarie Segovia and her child Alexander protest the announced parking permit increases.

ESMERALDA FIGUEROA / DAILY TITAN

Danny Kim, CSUF vice president and CFO for the Division of Administration 
and Finance explained the increase.

ESMERALDA FIGUEROA / DAILY TITAN
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Show: Super Duper Kyle ends tour at CSUF
The rapper from Ventura took breaks from entertain-

ing concert-goers with hit singles like “Playinwitme” and 
“Games” to test the student-filled crowd. However, not all 
those in attendance approved, especially when he encour-
aged mosh pits. 

“I thought that his audience engagement was exces-
sive,” said Lexus David, a cinema and television arts ma-
jor. David said Kyle’s commentary on grading between 
each song triggered thoughts of finals season approach-
ing. Kyle graded the audience on their energy and ability 
to sing along to his songs, which proved unsuccessful at 
times. 

“I don’t really listen to his music,” said Nathan Nhek, a 
computer science major. Nhek said he felt as though a lot 
of attendees were not familiar with Super Duper Kyle’s 
discography due to the lack of audience members rapping 
along to the songs. 

Despite those moments, Super Duper Kyle engaged the 
crowd in a contest to test their dancing skills. He repeat-
ed the chorus of “Hey Julie!” as students showed off their 
best moves. Super Duper Kyle and his DJ judged students 
in the audience and brought four of the best dancers to the 
stage for their chance in the spotlight. 

Super Duper Kyle had the crowd dancing along one last 
time with the four-time platinum smash single, “iSpy.” 

Many sang along to this chart-topping hit as smoke ma-
chines went off and the audience exuberantly bounced to 
the beat. 

The always energetic Super Duper Kyle closed the night 
on a more serious tone as he gave a tribute to one of his in-
spirations, the late Nipsey Hussle. The crowd lit up as the 
audience flickered a fusillade of lights to honor Hussle. 

As quickly as they came in, everyone left the field with 
a sense of satisfaction. Even though there were no big-
name artists, this year’s Spring Concert did not disappoint 
as it introduced new music along with newfound friends 
in the crowd.

Relieving stress before finals with rock artists

Alternative rock and flash-
ing strobe lights enlivened the 
Becker Amphitheater on Thurs-
day evening as lead singer Mau-
ricio Jimenez of indie pop/rock 
trio Night Lights danced on 
stage with a mic in hand. Stu-
dents in the crowd rocked out 
alongside Jimenez as the night 
grew dim.

Students took a break to un-
wind from their busy schedules 
to catch performances by Pri-
vate Island, Night Lights and 
Crimson Apple during Titan Ra-
dio’s No Stress Fest 6. 

No Stress Fest is a free event 
organized by Titan Radio that 
provides students with a moment 

to relax before finals week, of-
fering ticket giveaways, food, 
live entertainment and a special 
chance to meet the band mem-
bers and get their autographs. 

“It’s a way to not only pro-
mote ourselves, (but) build a 
community and make some 
friends. It gives people who join 
Titan Radio an experience to 
get involved with artist manage-
ment, with planning an event, 
with working with what can go 
wrong,” said Abbie Briley, com-
munications and outreach direc-
tor for Titan Radio.

Planning for No Stress Fest 
occurs during the beginning of 
the semester and takes a team 
effort to put together.

“I just want a good sound. The 
way I explained it to my team 
is you cannot depend on some-
one’s clout to carry you, you 
have to build your own clout,” 
said Chanel Woodard, music di-
rector of Titan Radio.

Woodard and the Titan Radio 
staff said they want to ensure 

they book a quality sound to 
not only be an appealing event 
for the public, but also to help 
build a good reputation to book 
even bigger bands for future No 
Stress Fests.

“I’ve kind of gotten to this 
point where I know who’s 
about to be pulled up to the big 
leagues, you know? And I want 
us to be able to have those big 
leagues before they go off and 
they’re not reachable,” Woodard 
said.

Colby Benson of sister-com-
posed band Crimson Apple 
kicked off the evening by lifting 
her mic to the crowd, inviting 
the audience to sing along with 
her.

The band of four sisters 
moved from Hawaii to Los An-
geles so they could pursue their 
music aspirations. 

The band is mostly known for 
performing at Downtown Dis-
ney. During No Stress Fest 6, 
Crimson Apple played new mu-
sic and their single “Can’t Get 

Out of Bed.”
Jocelyne Ramirez and Andy 

Munoz do not attend Cal State 
Fullerton, but stopped by to 
show their love for Crimson 
Apple. 

“We just came here for them 
because we’ve been following 
them for years. We know that 
they perform in Downtown Dis-
ney and the fact that they got to 
perform at Cal State Fullerton, 
we’re like, ‘We have to come,’” 
Ramirez said.

Night Lights is a band based 
out of Los Angeles with mem-
bers hailing from Mexico, Japan 
and Norway. 

Night Lights played some of 
their most popularly streamed 
songs such as “Talk to Me,” 
“Childish” and “Nerve.”

 Private Island headlined the 
event and their performance 
was highly anticipated by 
attendees. 

Private Island brought a 
groovy, mellow ambiance to end 
the event. 

Their feel-good music had vis-
itors huddled in the crowd and 
bobbing their heads throughout 
their set. Private Island’s setlist 
featured songs such as “Drugs,” 
“Dissolve” and “3BadSoSad.” 

The theme for this year’s No 
Stress Fest was alternative rock, 
which was a decision made by 
the Titan Radio staff and DJs.

From a list of 18 bands and 
artists, these three performers 
were chosen and many students 
seemed happy with the choice 
selection. 

“What a lot of people don’t 
realize is that us as college stu-
dents, we are the ones that carry 
these new bands. They depend 
on us to be like, ‘This is what 
we like,’” Woodard said. 

No Stress Fest started in fall 
2016 to celebrate Titan Radio’s 
achievements and has since con-
tinued to bring exposure and ex-
citement to the bands perform-
ing at the event.

Crimson Apple, a Los Angeles-based indie pop band, is a group of sisters who exchanged their usual stage at Downtown Disney for the CSUF Becker Ampitheater at No Stress Fest.
YVONNE VILLASENOR / DAILY TITAN

Titan Radio’s free annual 
event offered live music 
and ticket giveaways.

RIVKA PRUSS
Asst. Copy Editor

YVONNE VILLASENOR
Staff Writer

CONTINUED FROM     1
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A haze of smoke hangs in the 
air, whipped around by an en-
thusiastic bearded man bum-
bling along to his own thoughts. 
He pushes his glasses against his 
face, showering his audience in 
spit as he haphazardly articulates 
his perspective on life.

This is the stereotypical im-
age of a philosophy major — a 
disheveled, unkempt and scatter-
brained fellow whose career pros-
pects include working the counter 
at Starbucks and tending buds at a 
dispensary. 

It’s a shame that philosophy 
reminds people of their unem-
ployed cousin with a weed ad-
diction. It dismisses the very im-
portant reasons people should 
care about philosophy, deeming 
the critical questions and follies 
of life as little more than colossal 
time sinks.

It must be mentioned, then, that 
a major so frequently decried for 
being a waste of time is actually 
integral to every other academ-
ic school on a college campus. 
The “P” in “PhD” does stand for 
something — philosophy.

Anyone who spends eight years 
of their life studying towards a 
doctorate are actually Doctors 
of Philosophy in their field. Be-
fore someone can design a drug 
or solve a math equation with 
their doctorate, they must be able 
to formulate theories and under-
stand the systems that surround 
us. Entertaining ideas and asking 
“what ifs” are integral to any area 
of study.

While this might seem trivi-
al and obvious, it really isn’t. At-
tending any philosophy course 
like critical thinking or ethics, 
will bring a person face to face 
with the reality that human be-
ings are terrible at being ratio-
nal. No one is exempt from this 
reality, but a beginner-level un-
derstanding of a few key philo-
sophical concepts can help one 
recognize these pitfalls so that 
they can ask good questions and 
provide good answers.

Philosophy professors ask good 
questions and expect bad an-
swers. They might ask a student 

to “suppose” a situation, where-
in that person is somebody with 
completely different motivations 
and circumstances in life. Yet, 
without fail, many will answer 
the question from their own per-
spective, not from the supposed 
perspective that was presented.

If you’ve attended a philoso-
phy course, you know that what 
follows is a public interrogation 
that many might find uncomfort-
able to witness. The professor 
will slowly and methodically pick 
apart the student’s answer and 
expose their inability to enter-
tain ideas without believing them 
to be true. Along the way they’ll 
even highlight the cracks in their 
argument.

This can be a powerful learn-
ing experience, because rather 
than being presented with say, an 
algorithm or formula that is strict-
ly adhered to, you are guided 
through an outline of where ex-
actly your thinking went wrong.

Lower-level philosophy courses 
are excellent in training humans 
to identify their biases and ten-
dency towards fallacy. If a person 
can point out where their think-
ing went wrong, they’ll be ready 
to tackle almost any problem in 
life.

That’s why a well-laid philo-
sophical foundation doesn’t just 
inform academics and science. 

It informs every other aspect 
of life, from the practical to the 
profound. Political opinions are 
nonexistent without philosoph-
ical ponderings, and perspec-
tives on life, truth, existence and 
the nature of knowledge itself 
are all addressed in philosophy 
courses.

Political science majors ought 
to take philosophy courses to fur-
ther understand where political 
perspectives and leanings come 
from. STEM majors might study 
philosophy because philosophi-
cal reflection is an integral part 
of scientific inquiry, and business 
majors might consider philosophy 
because it addresses ethics and its 
relation to building capital. 

Paramount to all, humans need 
to consider philosophy because it 
asks important questions, and it 
equips a person to effectively an-
swer them. Consider it as a sup-
plement to any area of study, a 
foundation that will inform nearly 
every question somebody builds 
atop it.

While philosophy might not 
be highly employable as a pro-
fession, it creates highly employ-
able people. Those who can reach 
sound conclusions and think crit-
ically are in high demand, so be 
careful in dismissing philosophy 
as a field of interest, because it is 
in everyone’s best interest.

Philosophy —woefully misunderstood

ALEX BOSSERMAN / DAILY TITAN

This area of study is a 
foundation to all, and 
deserves respect. 

ALEX BOSSERMAN
Illustrator
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study abroad opportunites•
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diverse groups in society
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opportunities

•

Want to Minor in 
something impactful?

Why minor in 
Literacy Eduation?

Minor in Literacy Education!

Visit us @ 
http://ed.fullerton.edu/reading

Piñatas hover over tables 
filled with salsa, guacamole and 
margaritas, while the walls are 
decorated with papel picado, but 
this scene isn’t in Mexico. In-
stead, it’s what some establish-
ments in the United States look 
like during Cinco de Mayo, or in 
English — May 5. 

Widely celebrated in Ameri-
ca, Mexican culture is moderate-
ly accepted during the festivities 
across the country. The ponchos 
match the sombreros, and the 
fake mustaches are stained with 
enchilada sauce, but the sup-
posed holiday doesn’t accurately 
reflect Mexican culture. 

In fact, the day doesn’t call for 
much celebration in the coun-
try of Mexico. On May 5, the 
small town in Puebla defeated 
an invasion of French army men 
who severely outnumbered the 
residents of the town. But it’s a 
blip on the radar when it comes 
to days celebrated south of the 
U.S.-Mexico border.  

A holiday that supposedly cel-
ebrates Mexico and its culture is 
an American tradition. In 2015, 
United States consumers were 
projected to spend over $1.5 tril-
lion on Cinco de Mayo. From te-
quila to hard shell tacos, capital-
ism seeps through every menu 
item and store aisle in the U.S 
leading up to the holiday.

While the U.S. holds a day-
long happy hour on May 5, the 
state of Puebla, which is south-
east of Mexico City, holds day-
long festivities honoring their 
underdog defeat. It’s the only 
state in the country that cele-
brates the optional holiday, and 
the festivities vary between 

other states if they decide to 
honor the day. 

The people of Puebla assem-
ble parades, cook traditional 
Mexican cuisine and sell fresh 
agua frescas. They spend their 
holiday celebrating strength 
and the will to live. In the U.S., 
it’s become an excuse to have a 
hangover on May 6. 

The grotesque behavior of 
people drinking their day away 
while wearing traditional Mex-
ican garb has somehow equat-
ed to a narrative that relates to 
Mexican culture. The “Cinco de 
Drinko” aspect of May 5 has fu-
eled the fire to American alcohol 
consumption. Consumers in the 
United States spend over $19.9 
billion on alcohol each year. 

Drinking an “adult” beverage 
is a societal norm in the U.S., so 
using another country’s culture 
as a scapegoat to get inebriated 
is useless. 

In a survey of 1,000 Ameri-
cans, by National Today.com, 
39% believed Cinco de Mayo 
celebrated Mexico’s indepen-
dence. The country’s actual in-
dependence day is observed four 
months later, on September 16. 

The U.S. has made Cinco de 
Mayo its own corporate-owned 
day, and the cultural appropria-
tion magnifies the experience for 
people who observe the day. 

Putting the chancla on the oth-
er foot, Mexico isn’t appropri-
ating U.S. culture on V-E Day, 
also known as Victory in Europe 
Day, which is three days after 
Cinco de Mayo. Mayhem would 
ensue if the people of Mexico 
went to their local McDonald’s 
on May 8 while dressed in the 
U.S. national flag. 

The double-standard lies 
within the heart of the U.S. as 
people cry out for stronger bor-
der control and cheer as Pres-
ident Donald Trump stands by 
his remarks regarding Mexicans 
as “drug dealers, criminals and 
rapists.”

Other cultures have fascinated 
certain groups of people within 
the U.S., but while they believe 
they’re celebrating other cul-
tures, they’re really just playing 
up stereotypes and participating 
in offensive behavior. 

Cinco de Mayo is not a true Mexican holiday 

REBECCA MENA / DAILY TITAN

This Americanized day 
plays up stereotypes that 
are harmful and ignorant. 

MEGAN GARCIA
Senior Editor
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Where do you think Tuffy is?

SOLUTION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT ISSUE.

ARIES (Mar. 21 - Apr. 19)

Your relief as the ground beneath 
your feet becomes sturdier and 
steadier may be nearly impossible to 
put into words. But your appreciation 
flows through your purposeful actions 
in obvious ways.      

TAURUS (Apr. 20 - May 20) 
Whether it’s an argument, some 
pillow talk, or a bluntly factual 
statement, you’re rolling the 
conversation over and over in your 
mind. If someone’s message can 
have two meanings, you want to be 
certain you’re hearing it in the way it 
was intended.  

GEMINI (May 21 - Jun. 20)

Your emotions move quickly today, 
while your thoughts seem determined 
to plod along. Your instincts remind 
you that your initial reaction is the 
correct one.            

CANCER (Jun. 21 - Jul. 22)

Inquisitiveness inspires you to peek 
into every nook and cranny of a 
topic that’s recently captured your 
interest. Your search grows even 
more intense if you’re dreaming of a 
career change or of advancing your 
schooling now.  

LEO (Jul. 23 - Aug. 22)

Friendly vibes amp up the 
excitement in your social life today. 
Simultaneously, a promising trend 
is energizing your business affairs. 
However, you must tame your 
expectations if you are to succeed.     

VIRGO (Aug. 23 - Sep. 22)

Your instinct is to swoop into action 
and bring order to the chaos 
wherever you see even a hint of 
disorganization. It’s not easy for you 
to understand those who favor casual 
ways and unstructured environments.            

LIBRA (Sep. 23 - Oct. 22)

You know you are on a prosperous 
trajectory when there’s gold under 
every stone overturned. Obviously, 
some extra money or shiny new toys 
might be part of your abundance 
today, but the treasures that mean the 
most to you may be of the emotional 
and spiritual varieties.    

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)

When multiple hands work together, 
loose ends can coalesce into a 
completed tapestry today. Don’t be 
shy about reminding others of what 
each individual stands to gain when 
all toil together toward a collective 
goal.       
 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

There is little that’s trivial about small 
talk today, especially when matters 
of health or employment are under 
discussion. It’s with good reason that 
your ears perk up when someone 
describes an incredible experience 
they recently had, and how they 
managed to come out on top.    

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You may sense you are nearing a 
crossroad and there’s little time to 
linger. It is possible to make some 
solid speculations about what lays 
in each direction you might choose.       
 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Your creativity is most effective when 
it is aimed at a realistic goal today. 
However, it’s hard to do your best if 
the rug might be pulled from beneath 
you at any given moment.  

PISCES (Feb. 19 - Mar. 20)

The sooner you speak up the better. 
You can spare yourself a lot of 
aggravation today by pointing out 
the discrepancy between talk and 
action whenever you notice it.

HOROSCOPE
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Kelso
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Titan Tap Takeover

Last Day of Classes

Finals Week

Commencement Ceremonies

First Day of Summer Classes
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nefarious
1. flagrantly wicked or impious: evil

Vicious and villainous are two wicked synonyms of 
nefarious, and, like nefarious, both mean “highly 
reprehensible or offensive in character, nature, or 
conduct.”

YOU'VE  MADE  IT  THIS  FAR...

FINISH  STRONG!
DAYS UNTIL FINALS WEEK

5

Identify where Tuffy is in the photo and message any of the 
Daily Titan’s social media platforms, @thedailytitan, with your 

answer and full name for a chance to win!

Last Week’s Location: Titan Student Union

Anh Quyen Nu Chu

$

Last Week’ s WINNER

$2 0
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Designated hitter Jairus Richards compiled three RBIs on six hits against UC Davis over the weekend.

JULIAN SERRANO / DAILY TITAN

The Titans’ lone victory 
against the Aggies came in 
an 11-9 win on Saturday.

ADAM MALDONADO
Asst. News Editor

Baseball dropped series to UC Davis

In a series long-dominated 
by Cal State Fullerton, the Ti-
tans found themselves on the 
other side of history after drop-
ping their home weekend series 
against UC Davis, losing on 
Friday and Sunday. 

The victories for the Aggies 
are their first against the Ti-
tans since 2015. The weekend 
also marks the sixth win UC 
Davis has over CSUF in their 
history. 

Game one proved to be a 
pitcher’s duel which resulted in 
a 3-1 loss for the Titans. 

Tanner Bibee had a career 
night on the hill throwing his 
first complete game while also 
recording eight strikeouts and 
allowing three runs. He went 
on to finish the night having 
thrown 93 of his 133 pitches 
for strikes.

Brett Erwin tossed six in-
nings for the Aggies, giving 
up one run which came in the 
third inning off a sacrifice fly 
by Hank LoForte. 

The script was flipped in 
game two of the series with 
CSUF outlasting the of-
fense-heavy showdown, win-
ning 11-9.

After trading runs in the 
third inning, CSUF’s 2-1 lead 
was soon interrupted by a six-
run inning by the Aggies, 
which allowed them to estab-
lish a five-run lead.

Heading into the bottom of 
the sixth, CSUF was down by 
three runs. Despite the deficit, 
the Titans strung together their 
own five-run inning. 

Jairus Richards scored the 
go-ahead run on Isaiah Gar-
cia’s triple that drove in three 
players for the Titans to take a 
9-8 lead. AJ Curtis capped the 
inning with an RBI single for a 
two-run cushion.

Mitchell Berryhill added an-
other run in the seventh off a 
fielder’s choice to bring Rich-
ards home. 

The Aggies attempted to cut 
the Titans lead in the ninth 
but their efforts proved unsuc-
cessful. Despite allowing one 
run, the Titans would earn the 
comeback victory. 

Game three was a tightly 
contested defensive match-up 
that came down to the wire to 
decide who’s win not only the 
game but also the series. 

The Titans evened the score 
at one in the bottom of the sec-
ond off an RBI single by Zach 
Lew. 

AJ Curtis provided CSUF’s 
first lead of the game, 2-1, on 
an RBI groundout at the end of 
the fifth inning. 

UC Davis tied it up with a 

solo home run by Garret Kel-
ly in the eighth inning. Logan 
Denholm put the game on ice 
after hitting an RBI single to 

give UC Davis a 3-2 win. 
“We lost, they won. They 

played better than we did,” said 
head coach Rick Vanderhook. 

“We got to get tougher. We’re 
going to take the rest of this 
and learn how to win.”

Titans move closer to Big West title

Cal State Fullerton softball 
team secured their first place 
position in the Big West confer-
ence as they swept Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo in their last home 
weekend series of the season.

Pitcher Dani Martinez retired 
the first four batters in strikeout 
fashion in the first game of the 
doubleheader against the Mus-
tangs. Martinez ended the game 
with a career-high 11 strikeouts 
in her seventh complete game 
of the season. 

The Mustangs ended the 
stalemate in the fourth inning 
after catcher Makenna Young 
singled down right field for the 
first RBI of the game.

The Titans had a difficult time 
getting on the scoreboard, only 
earning one hit in the first five 
innings. However in the sixth, 
junior Zoe Richard flied out to 
left field for a sacrifice RBI.  

Sophomore Sam Kennedy 
scored off of an RBI by junior 
Kelsie Whitmore in the ninth 
inning to win the game 2-1.

This marked the fourth time 
this season that a game need-
ed extra innings to determine a 
victor.

In game two, the Mus-
tangs struck early in the first 

after Young doubled to center 
field for her second RBI of the 
series.

However, Williams quickly 
tied the game in the first, fol-
lowing a throwing error by the 
Mustangs that allowed her to 
reach home. 

Williams said she 

maintains her consistency in 
the batter’s box by remaining 
level-headed.

“Knowing if I don’t get it 
done, the girl behind me will 
get it done. It’s honestly just 
trusting myself and trusting my 
teammates,” Williams said. 

Whitmore also aided the run 

support for the Titans with a 
pair of two-run home runs.  

Pitcher Sophie Frost tossed 
a complete game, striking out 
five batters while allowing one 
run on seven hits from the cir-
cle en route to a 6-1 win for the 
Titans.

Sunday was “No One Fights 

Alone” day in honor of pitcher 
Taylor Dockins, who is fight-
ing a rare form of liver cancer. 
Titans wore green jerseys with 
Dockins’ name on the back to 
show their support for their 
teammate.

“Everybody has been be-
hind me throughout this whole 
process. They’re my sisters so 
just sharing this day with them 
means the absolute world to me 
and I wouldn’t be here without 
them,” Dockins said.

The Mustangs scored the first 
run with bases loaded in the 
third inning. However, the Ti-
tans responded on a sacrifice 
fly by Kennedy to tie the game 
in the fourth. On the defensive 
end, Kennedy remained busy 
on the field, assisting with sev-
en outs.

Dockins was able to strike 
out designated player Shelby 
Jefferies to escape a bases-load-
ed jam and stop the Mustangs’ 
offense in its tracks. The Titans 
went on to win the game 2-1 in 
a walk off victory.

Both Dockins and Cal Poly 
SLO’s Steffi Best pitched the 
entire game, with Dockins 
striking out five batters and al-
lowing one run on four hits.

Head coach Kelly Ford felt 
Dockins held the torch for the 
team on Sunday.

“She was so effective. She 
made adjustments during the 
game and our defense stepped 
up behind and just made the 
plays,” Ford said.

CSUF softball swept Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo to keep top 
spot in the conference.

HOSAM ELATTAR
Asst. News Editor

Catcher Julia Valenzuela has played in 51 games for the Titans this season and possesses a 100% fielding percentage.

JOSHUA ARIEF HALIM / DAILY TITAN

More than 100 schools of 
special athletes participat-
ed in the friendly competi-
tions, with 40 organizations 
bringing volunteers, including 
CSUF campus groups, local 
high school clubs, and outside 
organizations.  

A long-held tradition of the 
games is to have each student 
matched with one volunteer for 
the day, according to co-found-
er Lisa Whaley, a board mem-
ber of the CSUF Special 
Games.

Steve O’Donnell, a Faley 
family friend, has been vol-
unteering ever since the first 
games and is now one of the 
field marshals matching up 
special athletes with volunteer 
buddies. 

A volunteer since the first 
games, O’Donnell said he has 
watched the event grow.

“It’s gone from one bus of 40 
special athletes to 142 buses of 
special athletes and possibly 
4,000 volunteers that we match 
up with the kids,” O’Donnell 
said.   

A popular activity for both 
volunteers and special athletes 
alike was the dog therapy ser-
vices offered by the Pet Pre-
scription Team, an organiza-
tion founded in 2003 that helps 
dog owners train and certify 
their furry friends as therapy 
dogs. 

Heather Preusch, a member 
of the Pet Prescription Team 
along with her dog Annie, said 
she enjoyed the event. Her or-
ganization tried their best to 
match one dog per special 

student as students walked 
through the human-made fun-
nel upon their arrival. 

“We are putting dogs with 
children and it’s a perfect 
match of dogs that love affec-
tion and children who want to 
give it,” Preusch said.

According to co-founder Dan 
Faley, this is actually the 35th 
year CSUF hosted the special 
games. That very first year 
goes unmarked since Faley, 
along with peers Lisa Whaley 
and Tom Bohen, organized the 
games for a class project and 
did not plan for it to go beyond 
that.

“We decided to actually put 
on an event and see what it was 
like to change an organiza-
tion,” Faley said. “Lisa Whaley 
and I never would have thought 
35 years ago that every year we 

would come back and see such 
an event.”

Whaley said she felt so in-
vested in what they were do-
ing for the community that they 
just had to continue it on. 

“The Special Olympics does 
a fantastic job but there were a 
group of athletes that weren’t 
able to participate so we de-
cided to create this event for 
them,” Whaley said. “There 
was no intention of it being 
anything beyond the first year. 
As we got closer to the event, 
we got over the grade quickly. 
It was really about the event for 
us.” 

According to Whaley, the 
very first games were held at an 
old track and field course and 
hosted about five schools for a 
total of 90 special athletes with 
50 CSUF athlete volunteers. 

Locations varied each year, 
but for the past several years, 
the Special Games have been 
held at CSUF’s soccer practice 
field north of the gym. 

The games are also a tribute 
to two members of the Faley 
family: Kathleen and John Mi-
chael “Jack” Faley. Dan Faley’s 
older sister, Kathleen, helped 
organize the event and helped it 
become the success it is today. 
Dan Faley’s father, Jack Faley, 
also devoted many years to the 
games, grilling hamburgers for 
the very first games, said Dan 
Faley’s mother, Kay Faley. 

Kathleen Faley passed away 
in a car accident in 1987, while 
Jack Faley passed away from a 
stroke in 2015. 

Their names have been added 
to the official title of the games 
ever since their passing. 

CONTINUED FROM     1

Games: Participants accompanied by dogs
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