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P L A N T ‘Mother Earth’s Plantasia’
CULTURE reinvented at Getty Center

MADISON AMIREHTESHAMI / DAILY TITAN

Flora fiends get their fix at a Los Angeles convention through ‘70s inspired activities, passionate speakers and synthesized music at the Getty Center this past weekend.

Mort Garson’s 1976 album
was made into an event for
nature enthusiasts.
MADISON AMIREHTESHAMI

Staff Writer

A long drive from Fullerton,
past the lavish homes of Beverly
Hills leads to a brief tram ride with
an overview of Los Angeles that finally arrives at the Getty Center.
The pristine architecture sharply contrasts the plush growth of

flowers and greenery in the Robert
Irwin-designed central garden.
The Getty Center attracted L.A.
natives and tourists alike on Saturday, Sept. 8, for a celebration of
the 1970’s California plant-culture.
The nature-based event is part of
the Getty’s Ever Present series in
collaboration with Atlas Obscura
and Sacred Bones Records.
According to the Getty’s website, Ever Present focuses on artistic experimenters presenting
one-time performances among the
permanent collections, architecture and gardens at the center.
The plant-centric cultural

movement was originally inspired by Mort Garson’s 1976
album “Mother Earth’s Plantasia.” Garson was among the first
to use Moog synthesizers and is
widely known as a founder of
electronic music.
“Mother Earth’s Plantasia” has
made an unexpected comeback in
recent years. The newfound fanbase caused Sacred Bones Records’s reissue of “Mother Earth’s
Plantasia” to reach No.1 on the
Billboard electronic charts.
Visitors listened to songs from
the album like “Baby’s Tears
Blue” and “Rhapsody in Green”

while strolling through a flowering
maze at the bottom of the garden,
where a waterfall cascades over a
stepped stone wall into a large reflecting pool. In the late afternoon,
the sunlight filters through various
brightly-colored flowers and dances across the water.
“It seems kind of funky and
cool,” attendee Selise Gutierrez said about the garden. “I have
a garden at home, I like to grow
things. When I get inspired, I like
to sing to my plants.”
In the open museum courtyard, several other artists played
their own interpretations of plant

music using experimental electronic music.
Performer Gregg Kowalsky
was second to perform his set,
surrounded by a custom stage
installation of potted plants by
Hand & Rose.
“I make ambient music mainly, and I have performed, influenced by the plants as part of
this event. That’s why I was using things like windchimes to
try, and kind of, incorporate elements,” Kowalsky said about his
unique performance.
SEE GREEN
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An immigrant. An ex- Agency to start
con. Always unwavered. CSUF evaluation
Maria Linares once served
time, but now serves as the
ASI vice chair.

The analysis will
determine the availability
of financial aid.

HOSAM ELATTAR
Editor

LYDIA KELLEY
Asst. Editor

This year’s Associated Students Board of Directors’ Vice
Chair, Maria Linares, went from
spending time in juvenile hall
to pursuing a master’s degree
in public administration at Cal
State Fullerton.
“I didn’t really have a good
childhood growing up. It was really hard for me to open up growing up, so I did other things like using drugs or hanging out with the
wrong people,” said Linares.
Linares said there is a stigma
against people who are formerly
incarcerated, like herself.
“A lot of people don’t know it,
but they see me diﬀerently when I
say that I have this history. I decided the moment I embraced it,” Linares said. “That things would get
easier on campus for me because I
wouldn’t have to hide who I am.”
She hopes to provide a bigger
space for Project Rebound Scholars, an organization dedicated to
the interests of formerly incarcerated students. Linares said
pushing scholarships for these
students was a big focus for the
organization last year.
As vice chair of the board, Linares is responsible for setting the
weekly agenda for Governance
Committee meetings. ASI’s Governance Committee is responsible
for reviewing and implementing

COURTESY OF MARIA LINARES

ASI vice chair Maria Linares discusses her unlikely rise to CSUF prominence.

policies and by-laws.
Students for Quality Education introduced her to ASI while
she was pursuing a bachelor’s degree at CSUF. Linares said her
involvement with groups like
M.E.Ch.A., Abled Advocators,
and SQE, and her friendship with
Liz Sanchez, a member of SQE,
has made her more of a social
justice-oriented person.
Linares has spent two years with
ASI and on the ASI board as one
of the representatives for the College of Humanities and Social Sciences, as well as the board’s Vice
Chair Secretary.
Board chair Lorren Baker stated
that the working relationship with
Linares is generally positive.
“Maria and myself, we might
seem diﬀerent in various ways, but
we work incredibly well together because of the fact our biggest
commonality is how compassionate we are, and how much we care

about students,” Baker said.
Linares is also on the Black Student Union council and aims to
work with administration to increase the enrollment of African
American students.
In 2016, ASI passed a resolution to increase enrollment numbers and support black student
success. In 2015-16, African
American students made up 2.3%
of students at CSUF.
As of Spring of 2019, 1.9 percent of students at CSUF are
African American. Cal State
Fullerton has one of the lowest
percentages of undergraduate
African American students in the
23 Cal State campuses.
“Instead of us increasing our
numbers and enrolling more
black students and supporting
them, we’ve dropped the number,” she said.
SEE ASI
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CSUF lacks preparation for violent emergencies

WHAT’S
INSIDE?
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN

For the past several years, Cal
State Fullerton has had to complete several self-reports given to
Western Association Of Schools
and Colleges (WASC) and it is
now time for the major review of
the school overall. WASC’s Senior
College and University Commission will perform an evaluation of
the campus on Oct. 1 through 3.
WASC dictates whether or not
a school will be eligible for federal funding, as well as the breadth
of its financial aid program. A lack
of accreditation can jeopardize an
entity’s eligibility for financial aid
and federal funding.

Within WASC, there are two divisions, one for K-12 schools and
one for colleges. CSUF receives its
accreditation from the Senior College and University Commission.
The university commission is an
agency that guarantees accreditation for private and public universities in the United States.
The university commission typically returns every 10 years to
colleges seeking accreditation.
However, CSUF is now forced to
undergo an evaluation after seven
years, since it received a low rating
when it was accredited in 2012.
Su Swarat, assistant vice president of Institutional Eﬀectiveness,
compared this rating to “getting a
B on your exam.”
After the 2012 accreditation, the
university commission noted four
changes that they wanted to see on
campus.
SEE WASC
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The connotative value of CSUF’s logo may be altered by WASC’s ruling.

Review: Post Malone balances sorrow and soul

No sincere effort has been
made on the campus’ part that
does not involve instilling a
fear-based mentality.

‘Hollywood’s Bleeding’ mixes
Malone’s signature sound with
different genres, juggling light
and dark themes.
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Wages for Disney employees to rise
The corporation and a labor
union have negotiated new
contract terms.
DIANA TRAN
Staff Writer

Food and beverage cast members at Disneyland Resort and Disney California Adventure Park say
working conditions and wages will
improve for them after a majority
vote approved the changes Workers United Local 50 negotiated
with the Disneyland company.
Benefits include the minimum
wage being increased to $15 an
hour. For table service restaurants
and Club 33, checks will display
18% and 20% gratuity suggestions
instead of 15%.
In terms of working conditions,
cast members will have control
over their sick time. Instead of covering an eight-hour shift with eight
hours of sick time, cast members
can choose how much of their sick
time they would like to use to cover that shift.
Workers United Local 50 is the
union that represents all the food
and beverage cast members that
do guest-facing operations at both
Disneyland Resort and Disney
California Adventure Park, said
Christopher Duarte, the president
of Workers United Local 50.
The union negotiated with the

Disneyland company since April
and reached an agreement to enact
about 60 changes, Duarte said.
Duarte led the union in negotiations with the Disneyland company. Duarte is going on four years
of being the union’s president, and
he is also a 16-year cast member
at the resort working at the Blue
Bayou restaurant.
Duarte reached out to Disney
in late 2018 requesting to sit down
with the company and talk about
wages. Before negotiations began, a committee was put together to add to the staﬀ of five already
working for the union.
“We had to get people who had
professional careers in culinary
and not in contract negotiations
and then get them up to speed,”
Duarte said.
The union also ran a survey to
see what was most important to the
membership so they had an idea of
what to address with the Disneyland company.
“We didn’t just make these mass
assumptions with 25 people on behalf of seven thousand people,”
Duarte said.
Cast members continued to play
a role in the negotiations by attending sessions and expressing themselves to the company with handmade posters.
One poster said, “We are
NOT Dumbo so don’t pay us in
peanuts.”

ASI: New vice chair
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Today’s board’s meeting in the
Titan Student Union will include
discussion of social justice issues.
For Linares, she plans to focus on
the struggles that undocumented
students face on campus.
Growing up with an undocumented parent, Linares was
taught that politics was exclusive to whites.
“My mom would say, ‘Don’t
talk about politics,’ because my

mom was undocumented. She
thought if we talk about politics,
if we get involved with that stuﬀ,
I become a target because I’m undocumented,” Linares said.
While she said viewing the accomplishments of first-term Latina Democrat, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, is inspiring. However,
Linares is unsure if she will pursue
a career in politics.
“My passion is working with

In the end, Disney and the
union reached a tentative agreement where the final decision
would be up to the votes of the
cast members.
On Sept. 6 and 7, cast members
voted backstage at Disneyland Resort and Disney California Adventure Park. Voting was also held at
the Local 50 Union Oﬃce for cast
members who were not working,
which was only a mile away from
the parks.
Ballots were counted at the
union oﬃce yesterday morning
and a majority approved the new

contract details.
Nathaniel Staav, a busser at Disney California Adventure Park
and graduate from Cal State Fullerton, said it feels great to “get a
bump in pay and have this union
that fights for the rights of food
service employees.”
Maui Llenado, a cast member
who works at Star Wars: Galaxy’s
Edge, said she is also thankful for
the union’s undying eﬀorts.
“People don’t realize that this
shouldn’t be taken for granted. It
really shouldn’t because when it
comes down to it, if someone’s

about to lose their job, they’re the
ones who will have their back,”
Llenado said.
Llenado said she hopes for the
next contract negotiations to educate cast members on their rights
so that they’ll be more involved in
things pertaining to the union.
Karalyn Dietz, another Disneyland Resort cast member, said
she also feels the union is enacting
positive change, but would like to
see an improvement in training for
new cast members.
Dietz said she would like trainees to be informed of everything
they would need to know before
working for Disney, such as the
proper steps needed to request
medical leave.
Duarte said it will take about
four months to implement everything now that the majority of the
cast members have voted approving the new contract.
At the end of the contract in
2023, the union will reach out
the company again to renegotiate
the new contract and restart the
whole process.
Anahi Loetz, a cast member
at Disney California Adventure
Park, said she wants more security in having guaranteed hours
per week instead of not having
enough hours.
“Sometimes you have to put
away the pixie dust and bring out
the sword,” Loetz said.

communities,” Linares said. “At
some point, I feel like I want to
go to Congress. I want to run. The
people don’t really trust (politicians), and I don’t want that from
my community.”
Linares grew up in Santa Ana
and was married at the age of 17.
She attended a continuation high
school before attending Irvine
Valley College. She later transferred to CSUF and remembers
having diﬃculty parking her first
semester. For her, parking is another issue for students.
“I had to drop a class my first
year because I could never make it
to the class on time because I had

to find parking, and it took me an
hour and a half to find parking,”
Linares said.
Linares said she wants to
push for a financial aid option
to cover the heightened cost of
parking permits.
Linares is currently a mother of
three and said she had her children
young. She teaches her children to
be socially conscious like herself,
even bringing her youngest daughter to the Unity Block party to protest Milo Yiannopoulos’s appearance on campus two years ago.
“She’s a lot like me, and I like
bringing her around because
students like her. She’s very

outspoken. She has no filter,”
Linares said.
Initially, Linares’ motivation
to go back to school was for her
children, but decided to stay for
the students. She also declined
on the chance to attend Cal
State Long Beach on a grant
that would have paid for tuition,
books and a parking permit to
be this year’s vice chair.
“When you run, even though
you represent one college, you truly represent everybody, and I think
that’s something that sometimes
directors forget. It’s not just that
one college, it’s all the other colleges,” Linares said.
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The minimum wage will increase to $15 for food and beverage cast

WASC: CSUF
seeks legal assent
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Start fresh at a brand new address! Tour
Skylark and see how quick you’ll fall in love
with sophisticated, open concept designs,
roomy decks, and sleek new kitchens. Plus
living just 7.1 miles from campus makes
getting to office hours and classes a breeze.
Start the new term in top form.
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CLOSER TO WORK
SMART NEW STYLE
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strengths and weaknesses within the school, showing which
areas needed improvement.
Swarat identified areas of
strength as administrative commitment to provide education for
students, the tradition of shared
governments, the stronghold of
student success and robust functionality of both curricular and
co-curricular programs.
Swarat described campus
size as a central challenge to
further progress.
“It’s a big campus, it is difficult to implement things,”
Swarat said.
A second weakness Swarat
found in the self-reports was
the limited ability to accommodate broad student demographics. This can vary from transfer
students and graduate students
to online students.
It could be strengthened by
identifying and ensuring the
fulfillment of the unmet needs
these students are facing.
The third and final area of
improvement Swarat explained
was the funding system, for
which it has been proposed that
a broader, more adaptable student resource mechanism should
be created to ensure each school
resource is developed.
“The idea is to take each
challenge that the campus has
and build a variety of resources,” Swarat said.
This further led Swarat’s
team to identify the administrative aspects of what it truly
means to be a Titan. Their focus was to see how each degree
is ultimately being utilized after CSUF.
Representatives with Swarat
worked with each degree program for CSUF and established
missions for each department
to promote a future in which
a CSUF degree brings ample
opportunity.

BEACH BLVD.

The four items, which precluded the university from receiving a higher rating, included not having fulfilled funding
abilities, in addition to strategic
plans, systematic process, and a
better student success support
structure primarily focused on
advising, Swarat said.
Swarat also claims that CSUF
has used the past seven years
to better align the university’s practices with the university commission’s expectations,
with specific regard for the four
aforementioned concerns.
One of the major changes
noted by Swarat that occurred
after the 2012 reaccreditation
was the appointment of new
university president, Fram Virjee. CSUF utilized his appointment as a platform for the development of a more diversified
community for the enjoyment
of students and faculty.
Another alteration was the
development of the Irvine Center; a new location which oﬀers
support for students and faculty,
in addition to increased classroom space.
Swarat said having another
location to take classes serves
toward building student success
and provides students with extra support.
With regards to funding,
Swarat said that CSUF is in a
better state than it was before
because of better tactics toward
shaping the budget and using several funding strategies to balance
the funding system overall.
On the self-reports from
CSUF for WASC, the school
would report how well each
standard performed. If one
standard performed lower than
another, CSUF representatives
would list ways of improving
that specific standard.
This process helped CSUF
representatives
note
the
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Tour Skylark now!
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Attached Townhomes
Approx. 1,979 to 2,121 Sq. Ft. | 3 Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms, Game Room
Starting at $599,000 | 949.526.8875

1220 West La Habra Blvd., Unit #105, La Habra, CA 90631
Open Daily 11 to 6 • Wednesday 2 to 6

SHEAHOMES.COM

Sales: Shea Homes Marketing Company (CalDRE#01378646), Construction: Shea Homes Limited Partnership, License [#855368]. Shea Homes is a
registered trademark of Shea Homes Limited Partnership. This is not an offer for real estate for sale, nor solicitation of an offer to buy to residents of any
state or province in which registration and other legal requirements have not been fulfilled. Home pictured may not be actual home for sale or actual
model home, but rather a representation of a similar model or elevation design. Pricing does not include closing costs, effective date of publication and
subject to change without notice. All square footages and measurements are approximate and subject to change without notice. Models are not an
indication of racial preference. Equal Housing Opportunity. 9/19
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Little still known of late stabbing victim
Victim killed on campus
remains enigmatic amid
weeks after death.
APRIL SHELBY
Staff Writer

BRANDON PHO
Editor

A certified public accounting
license, a law license, few photos
and almost no online presence.
As Steven Shek Keung Chan the retired Cal State Fullerton administrator who was stabbed to
death on campus last month - is
laid to rest, details about his life
are still few and far between.
The first publicly available
photo of him came weeks after
his death.
Chan, 57, lived in Hacienda
Heights and most recently served
as a consultant for the university’s
Extension and International Programs. In 2017, he retired from
CSUF after serving as director of
Budget and Finance for Student
Services and Extended Education
from 2009 to 2017.
His former co-worker at the
university, Chris Chuyen Vo,
is the suspected killer and currently sits in the Orange County
Central Men’s Jail in Santa Ana
while he awaits his arraignment
next month.
Before Chan’s time at CSUF, he
served as an auditor for the California State University system.
The retired administrator received his undergraduate degree
in accounting from Cal State
Hayward (now Cal State East
Bay), before earning a law degree
from Whittier College and being
admitted into the California State
Bar in 1994.

Past generations didn’t feel the same need
to live online as younger
generations do.

“

“

WENDY PATRICK
Business Ethics Lecturer at
San Diego State University
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A memorial of flowers collected at the location where former CSUF staff member Steven Shek Keung Chan was fatally stabbed on Aug. 19.

Chan became a certified public
accountant in 2002. His license
was set to expire on March 2020,
but the California Board of Accountancy listed his license as inactive. Both licenses are registered
in the City of Industry.
Those who didn’t know what
Chan looked like saw the first photo of him when it was released at
his funeral, weeks after his death.
Chan is identified by no major social media pages and little more
than a cached directory of information on the CSUF website.
Wendy Patrick, a business ethics lecturer at San Diego State
University, said having a small online footprint could be attributed
to many reasons, like a concern for
safety or appearing professional to
potential employers. Patrick said
it’s hard to tell why a person has
a small online presence without
knowing them.
“Sometimes we try to research
somebody, and there’s just not
much there. If anything, that either
means nothing ever went online to
begin with or something was taken down. It’s hard to know with

any certainty which of the explanations fit,” Patrick said.
Patrick also said that online
privacy could be associated
with age.
“Past generations — didn’t
feel the same need to live online as younger generations do,”
Patrick said.
But Chan’s privacy extended
to the workplace, said Ellen Treanor, director of strategic communications at CSUF. Treanor spoke
to four people who knew Chan
during his time at CSUF.
Some colleagues told Treanor
that in their 10 years of working
with Chan, they never knew the
names of his children.
“They all said he’s a very private person. He’s an accountant
and an attorney. You come to him
with five pages of questions, and
he’ll answer you in two words,”
Treanor said.
Treanor also said the Chan family released a statement requesting
privacy during their time of grief.
They held a vigil and funeral on
Friday in Hacienda Heights.
Treanor said that Chan’s

supervisor planned to honor
his memory by continuing their
work in Extension and International Programs.
She also said Chan’s co-workers felt a public form of remembrance would have been against
Chan’s wishes.
“When I actually asked his colleagues, I said, ‘Does it make sense
for us to do this?’ and they said,
‘He would have hated that,’” Treanor said.
CSUF President Framroze Virjee, in a letter to the campus community on Aug. 19, described Chan
as committed and passionate.
“I did not have the honor of
knowing Steven personally or
working with him directly, but over
the past few hours, in providing a
shoulder to lean on for those who
were close to him, it is clear that he
was beloved for his commitment to
and passion for both Cal State Fullerton and our Titan Family,” Virjee said.
Vo was arrested at his home in
Huntington Beach two days after
the stabbing and charged for murder with a special circumstance
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CSUF lacks proper emergency preparation
The campus makes no
effort to equip students
for violent situations.

SOPHIA ACEVEDO
Editor

With an ongoing national debate on gun control, as well as
the recent stabbing that occurred
on campus, the fall 2019 semester
at Cal State Fullerton has begun
with a sobering perspective.
So far, CSUF has been disappointing in how it has addressed
student safety and anxiety in providing preparation for violent situations. To properly acknowledge
both recent campus events and
larger national issues, students,
faculty and administration must
engage in ongoing political and
social dialogue, as well as utilize
current services to ease anxiety,
particularly in the event of an active shooter on campus.
The primary method with
which safety information regarding an active shooter has
been emphasized at CSUF has
been in the form of training videos. Videos provide a decent
foundation for addressing safety, but these methods are insufficient when considering the audience: college students with a
commuter majority.
In a dangerous situation involving an active shooter or person
with a weapon, information can
be found by searching for CSUF
Campus Emergency Preparedness. Listed on the website are a
handful of bullet points and four
links to videos about active shootings — the second link doesn’t
even work correctly.

VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM

CINDY PROANO / DAILY TITAN

The CSU Active Shooter Safety Training video was uploaded in February 2018, yet has less
than 85,000 views. With more
than 480,000 students enrolled in
the CSU system, and more than
39,000 students enrolled in CSUF
alone during the last academic
year, it’s hard to believe that all,
or even the majority of CSUF students, have seen and remembered
the premise of the video.
Unless this information is easily accessible through an attached
document shared through student
email, or a link on the CSUF portal, students aren’t going to actively search for campus safety
information in the event of an active shooter on campus, let alone
feel prepared.
Although it’s better than absolutely no preparation or discussion whatsoever, active shooter
training drills and videos alone

are a lackluster attempt at addressing this serious issue.
Active shooter training drills
reflect the same attitude as nuclear bomb drills during the Cold
War era, in that they are an apathetic, ill-equipped way of preparing students for an unimaginable circumstance.
These drills are meant to provide
preparation by simplifying steps
into: “Run. Hide. Fight.” However,
it also heightens the severity of the
situation by making the initial circumstances seem sudden and absolutely uncontrollable, which is an
inaccurate depiction.
Being a commuter campus,
CSUF faces the challenge of
bringing a sizable group of students to engage and participate.
However, with the right timing
and the right appeal, it can work.
When there is national news
about active shooters on college

campuses, or a local tragedy
spurred by violence, conversations must be held. Respectful of
people’s perspectives on the issue,
and also gentle in the way that the
subject matter is approached, an
active discussion about gun control and campus safety during violent events could cultivate meaningful action.
Students have to make the effort to attend university and do
one main thing they came to do
— learn. Rather than be given a
surface level understanding of
a subject, services and on-campus events should be provided to
give a better understanding of a
multi-faceted issue that addresses
many parts of society.
Videos and drills are acting in
response to the ongoing gun control debate, and as a result, leave
little room for student discussion.
These methods impose ideas and

rules of what is expected, instead
of allowing students to bring into
question why these events occur
and how they should be stopped.
Active shooters on college
campuses are in the realm of the
gun control debate, and while it is
a divisive issue, this needs to be
highlighted. By engaging in discussion about policy changes and
having an open discussion of each
individual’s sentiments on the issue, the university would be setting a standard for how situations
of violence should be handled.
Last year, students, faculty and staﬀ engaged in a public
dialogue on political issues, including gun control.
It is unfortunate that the severity of active shooters on college
campuses is still an ongoing dilemma. In 2019, there were 14 incidents involving gunfire on college or university campuses in the
United States, according to EveryTown for Gun Safety.
Rather than repeating the same
conversations or engaging in the
same political gridlock reflected broadly by those with diﬀering political opinions, these discussions must be elevated and
well-articulated.
Events that use the same format to deal with specific policies, rather than broad ideological viewpoints, would be more
productive. Students could pinpoint actual language and recognize specific legislation, as
opposed to merely knowing the
broader points. Students could
also relate campus issues locally
instead of theoretically.
Ultimately, CSUF has made
an eﬀort in providing information for an active shooter situation on campus, but it is far from
a perfect model. Rather than instilling a fear-based mentality for
any on-campus violence, CSUF
faculty, students and staﬀ must
make the eﬀort in emphasizing current services and events,
while encouraging well-rounded
and analytical conversation to advance preparation.
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Column: My love for sports hurts me
It becomes hard to pay attention
when my favorite teams
struggle to succeed.
JORDAN MENDOZA
Editor

It’s one of the most iconic camera shots in
sports, the surrender cobra. The hands, fingers crossed, placed on top of the head, and
jaws left ajar show the melancholy of sporting events, signifying that one’s beloved
team is susceptible to failure.
After games, sports Twitter feeds are
flooded with memes of a fan doing the surrender cobra, like Chris Baldwin, who became a viral sensation after pictures of his
reaction reached the internet. His face was
filled with raw emotion as Michigan State
scored a miraculous touchdown in the final
seconds to beat Baldwin’s Michigan Wolverines, 27-23, in 2015.
The surrender cobra meme has a shock
value. Just as hope arises, a costly mistake
sends it to oblivion. While none want to be
on the losing side, some sports fans have the
unfortunate luck of supporting teams that
are simply, the worst.
My heart belongs to the Los Angeles
Dodgers, the Los Angeles Clippers and
UCLA athletics, but I find it comical when
I regularly think about how my sports teams
are doing overall. They are not historically
bad, but over the course of my life, my commitment has rewarded me with heartbreak.
The Dodgers are considered one of the
best teams in baseball with six World Series titles. However, the last championship
the team has won was over 30 years ago,
and their two most recent appearances to the
World Series resulted in failure.
The Clippers continue to live in the
shadow of their city rivals, the 16-time
NBA champion Los Angeles Lakers, and
they have never reached an NBA conference final.
UCLA has one of the best athletic
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programs in the country, with 118 overall championships, the second-most in
the NCAA, five titles behind Stanford.
Since I was born in 1997, I follow UCLA’s football, basketball and baseball
teams. UCLA has only won one champion in 22 years — baseball in 2013.
As a season ticket-holder for UCLA
football, I have seen the Bruins at their
best and their worst. The best came from
when UCLA went 29-11 from 2012-2014,
and have been ranked in the top 15 of AP
Polls in each year.
However, much has worsened in recent
years, as the Bruins went 13-26 in their last
four seasons, including an 0-2 start in 2019.
As an avid supporter, this has drastically
changed my mood.
There are certain expectations people
have for their teams, and when it starts
looking grim, you remain hopeful that
they will turn it around. What once was
the aspiration for a national title slowly

Women’s Soccer
Upcoming Schedule:

turns into just optimism.
A major problem facing teams like this
is attendance rates, and it’s not hard to see
why. In 2014, when UCLA football went
10-3 for the season, the attendance average
was 76,650 in the Rose Bowl, which holds
90,888. In 2018, the Bruins went 3-9, and the
average attendance was 51,164.
I began to direct my attention from the
football season elsewhere. Even though I
paid $738 for my fiancée and I to attend the
seven home games last year, I skipped out
on two games because I simply found something better to do with my time. If I do not
think there is a chance of winning, it makes
no sense to spend my time being miserable.
To begin this season, I gave myself optimism that it would be better, and instead, UCLA fell to San Diego State, its
first loss to the Aztecs in 23 meetings. It
looks like it will be another tough season
to watch, but what I have learned is that
the important thing to do is simply enjoy

the moments you have.
Before UCLA began their hot streak in
2012, they had only one winning season
from 2007-2011, showing that it took some
time to reach the elites of the college football world.
The troubled times of my sports teams
show that there is growth among organizations. I hope that someday UCLA returns to
a competitive status, the Dodgers are currently on a path to another title opportunity and the Clippers signed two-time NBA
Finals MVP, Kawhi Leonard, in hopes to
bring the Clippers their first championship
in franchise history.
So yes, whether you are on top of the
world winning games constantly, or your
team lives in the cellar of its league, the
best way to approach it is to look ahead to
the future, rather than dwell on a saddening
present. Trends show that performance will
eventually improve, whether it’s next year, or
in 40 years. After all, a man can dream.

Men’s Soccer
Upcoming Schedule:

Friday, Sept. 13 @ 5 p.m.
@ Missouri

Friday, Sept. 13 @ 7 p.m.
vs. Air Force

Thursday , Sept. 19 @ 7 p.m.
@ Loyola Marymount

Sunday, Sept. 15 @ 5 p.m.
vs. Florida Gulf Coast

Sunday, Sept. 22 @ 5 p.m.
vs. Weber State

Sunday, Sept. 22 @ 5 p.m.
@ San Francisco

Women’s golf kicks
season off in Utah
CSUF finished in fourth
place after first day at
Hobble Creek Fall Classic.
ARNULFO GONZALEZ
Editor

The CSUF women’s golf team tee’d
oﬀ their 2019-20 season at the Hobble
Creek Fall Classic in Springville, Utah
Monday afternoon.
Equipped with three freshmen, the Titans bolstered a seven person roster and
were one of 17 teams participating in the
two-day event.
Fullerton ended the first day in fourth
place at 19-over par 587, with Northern
Arizona University finishing the first
day on top with 7-over par 287.
The first round started well for the Titans as they ended the second round tied
for second place with New Mexico State,
both shot 4-over par 288.
Senior Texie Petchel and sophomore
Lisa Djerf lead the way for CSUF, both
shooting 1-under pay 70 through the first
round, leaving the two tied for fifth place.
Petchel’s start to the front nine in the
first round showcased her skills as she
was able to shoot four birdies.
The Fullerton senior was able to shoot
one more birdie in the back nine, which
brought her total to five which was one
more than her closest teammate, Djerf.
VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM

Northern Arizona University sophomore Aleksandra Chekalina and New
Mexico State’s Amelia McKee were the
co-leaders through the first round as
they both shot 3-under par 68.
Success was not consistent for all of the
CSUF golfers, as freshman Nodoka Honda had the lowest finish, 3-over par 74.
Once the second round started, Fullerton struggled during the front nine,
as they were only able to get two birdies
from Petchel and Elsa Lunquist, both in
the third hole.
Most Fullerton golfers were close
to par, or only two strokes over par in
the front nine besides Honda, who shot
4-over par 40.
The back nine proved to be just as
tough as all of the Titans ended over par
for the second round.
Djerf shot 3-over par 145, the highest
finisher for the Fullerton team, putting
her in a five-way tie for seventh place to
end the first day.
The Titans will finish out the third and
final round of Hobble Creek Fall Classic
Tuesday.
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Review: ‘i,i’ appeals
to troubled souls
Bon Iver’s latest album peaks
into lead singer Justin Vernon’s
personal struggles.

CELESTE SHARP
Staff Writer
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Bon Iver fans can sit back with headphones on or take a drive with the radio blaring now that the band has released its fourth
studio album, intriguingly called “i,i.” This
release postdates the American indie folk
band’s Grammy nomination for Best Alternative Music Album in 2016, for its previous
album “22, A MILLION.” ”i,i” provides a
deeper look into lead singer and songwriter
Justin Vernon’s struggles with his faith, as
well as his abstract and relatable feelings on
social issues.
Since the Wisconsin-based band
formed in 2007 and debuted its first album, “For Emma, Forever Ago,” they
have received continuous recognition for
its work, winning two Grammy awards in
2012 for “Bon Iver.”
The band has developed its style of music
over the years, expanding its traditional indie
folk sound from its debut album to include
inspiration from diﬀerent genres, including
electronic and, rhythm and blues.
This pivotal change has given Bon Iver a
unique sound that has made them recognizable to a newer, larger and more diverse audience, who are eager to see what they come
up with next.
“i,i” provides listeners with an initially chaotic and reflective journey into the
mind of Vernon during the creation of the
album. Rather than providing a slew of
songs with several messages, Vernon tells
his listeners a story of faith, loneliness and
his thoughts on social issues such as climate change and poverty.
Despite the often obscure word choice
and placement, close attention to moments of
clarity in each song exposes larger feelings
of sorrow, worry and doubt alongside emotions of nostalgia, love and hope.
The album is given personal touches that

HOROSCOPE
SAVE-THE-DATE
Sep 3:

Coffee with Cops @ 9:30 in HSS
Quad

Sep 4-5:

Discover Fest

Sep 6:

CSUF Night at Dodger Stadium

Sep 21:

Concert Under the Stars

WORD SEARCH

PROVIDED BY thewordsearch.com

ORCHESTRA INSTRUMENTS
OBOE
TRUMPET
HARP
FLUTE

BASSOON
TUBA
BASS DRUM
GONG

PIANO
TRIANGLE
PICCOLO
VIOLA
ORGAN TROMBONE
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allow listeners to resonate with its many
messages. Vernon used an old phone recording of himself and a friend for the intro song,
“Yi,” and even used actual videos from his
childhood in the lyric video for the song,
“Hey Ma.”
“i,i” echoes themes from Bon Iver’s previous album by opening up about Vernon’s
complex feelings about religion. “Faith” is
the listener’s most explicit peek into Vernon’s confusion as he asks, “Do we get to
hold what faith provides?”
The album closes with the song “RABi,”
which possesses a melody that sounds like it
belongs behind the credits of a movie, which
is a fitting end to the complex story of “i,i.”
The beat of the guitar stays consistent, calm
and steady to guide Vernon’s voice, allowing
it to take center stage.
Though the album has sorrowful undertones, this song brings everything together.
Vernon sings, “We were terrified, so we run
and hide for a verified little peace,” referring
to the many issues brought up in the album
that people today may want to hide from.
However, Vernon follows with what
sounds like a final statement of assurance,
“Some life feels good now, don’t it? / Don’t
have to have a leaving plan, nothing’s gonna
ease your mind, well it’s all fine and we’re
all fine anyway.” This is Vernon’s last statement, possibly to himself — a reminder that
everything will be alright and to keep moving forward.
Though these messages tend to be somewhat cryptic, Bon Iver finds a way to take
listeners on an emotional ride with this album. Vernon’s voice floats over the background melodies, as the songs travel through
headphones and tug at heartstrings.
This album is incomparable to modern
music as it captures the confusion felt by
Vernon at the time he wrote these songs, not
only through lyrics, but also through a beautiful musical chaos. Though “i,i” sounds raw
and unplanned, Bon Iver made all the elements fall into place to create a cohesive,
emotional and exceptional album.
“i,i” is a story of Bon Iver’s complex
views and feelings on social issues, religion,
internal struggles and emotions, and a story
that fans can inherently relate to.
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Your emotions are likely all
over the place today. It might
be hard to settle into your work
as you’re sad one moment and
elated the next.

Express your artistry today
while the stars are stoking your
receptivity and creativity. Yours
or someone else’s critical
estimation of your talents isn’t
important.

Your
intentions
are
admirable, and your actions
are likely motivated by a
strong desire to help rather
than to receive praise.
Nevertheless, it’s nice to know that
your support is respected and valued.

You may be fascinated by the
creative process, going out
of your way to watch people
make art today. Perhaps
you’re mesmerized by a
street performer or captivated by an
artist’s how-to videos online.

Your talents are uniquely
suited for your goals and
ambitions. However, you may
be overly self-critical if you’re
not where you wish to be now.

A risk is only worth taking
if you believe your odds
are more than favorable
today. A miscalculated
attempt at a high-minded
goal dashes your spirits if you fall short
of expectations.

You’re
a
source
of
enlightenment
and
encouragement for someone
close to you today. Ironically,
you might not even know
how you find the right words to deliver.
You might wonder whether you own

Perfection is often an
illusion. You’re likely
to be upset if you
must correct or amend
something
that
you
previously saw as flawless.

your things, or they indeed own
you. The prospect of losing a
valuable possession illuminates
how it has become too tied to
your self-worth and identity.

You may believe you can
solve any problem by
throwing more money at it
now. However, you could
be missing a critical piece
of information that prevents you from
seeing the dilemma in its entirety.

Your
boundaries
are
uncomfortably blurry today.
Perhaps you can’t tell if
you’re correctly perceiving
something about a loved one
or projecting your own feelings onto
them.

There is no final stop for
spiritual growth. Perhaps you
are frustrated with your own
personal development now,
and you may find it difficult to
see yourself as enlightened as others
see you.
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Green: Unconventional botanical experience
CONTINUED FROM 1
While Kowalsky chose to play
his own original songs combined with improvisation, other
performances generated sound
from ambient recordings of
plants themselves.
Robert Aiki Aubrey Lowe composed music using live recordings
of plant-based data by carefully
moving branches and leaves while
on stage. These natural elements
merged with the hums of electronic sounds that seemed to endlessly
echo throughout the courtyard. After sunset, pink and green lights illuminated the stage. Mesmerized
audience members listened in silent unison as if the music and colors put them in a trance.
Demonstrations and workshops
also took place in several areas of
the courtyard. There were many
‘70s inspired activities to choose
from including macrame lessons
by legendary Hollywood plant

shop, Mickey Hargitay Plants.
Every half hour, artist Jaqueline
Castel demonstrated Kirlian photography, which is shooting high
voltage charges through an object,
connected to a photographic plate,
which is said to capture the “aura”
of the object. Castel also shared
diﬀerent methods about caring for
diﬀerent house plants that correspond with each of the song titles
in “Mother Earth’s Plantasia.”
A number of people lined up
to join a self-guided experience
by playing the same synthesizer
used in the making of “Mother
Earth’s Plantasia.”
Two stations were set up with
instructions, booklets and headphones to ease the process of learning this keyboard-type instrument,
commonly known as the Moog.
The semi-modular synthesizers were popular among the L.A.
crowd because of its sonic similarity to Garson’s own compositions.

Garson’s love of the Moog is
what initially inspired him to start
formulating “warm earth music
for plants and the people that love
them.” The original album was
sold at Mother Earth’s Boutique, a
plant shop on Melrose Avenue.
According to a lecture by
L.A. based writer Lyra Kilston,
a group that started the Health
House is one of the lesser-known
pioneers for a plant-based diet.
This modern home became the
world’s first raw-vegan cafeteria.
Kilston, discussed the aspects
of California that inspired these
early vegan gurus, which is also
outlined in her book, “Sun Seekers: The Cure of California.”
Keir-La Janisse, another speaker, touched on the social and historical context behind plants and
their influence on 1970s horror
films. Janisse spoke about the oﬀbeat idea that plants are communicating and feeling organisms. The

lecture included clips from certain
plant-centered films; like “Invasion
of The Body Snatchers,” made in
1978, and lesser-known films like
“The Kirlian Witness,” made the
year after.
The buzz of the crowd leaving
the last lecture disappeared down
the hall as they filtered back outside
onto the grass and down the flower-filled paths. Under the emerging moonlight, distant synthesized

music seemed to transcend time
bringing those at the Getty Center
back to the era of atypical nature
appreciation.
Through its unique music, conversations and workshops, the
tranquil atmosphere and quirky
events of “Mother Earth’s Plantasia” brought together a plant-loving
community.
Arianna Burns contributed to
the story.
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Los Angeles natives and tourists bathe in nature at the Getty Center.

YIN AND YANG
BY: ALEX BOSSERMAN

Identify where Tuffy is in the photo and message any of
the Daily Titan’s social media platforms, @thedailytitan,
with the location and your full name for a chance to win!

$2 0
Where do you think Tuffy is?

Last Week’ s WINNER

Zach Caneda
Last Week’s Location: TSU Billiards

SONG OF THE DAY
Easy

It’s groovy and makes my head bop!

Dani Leigh

-Ernest, Advertising Executive

FRESHMAN STARTER PACK
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‘Hollywood’s Bleeding’
showcases versatility
Post Malone expresses frustrations with fame
TAYLOR ARREY
Asst. Editor

Post Malone released his third studio album,
“Hollywood’s Bleeding,” on Sept. 6 and the finished product was worth the wait. With fresh
new beats, unique collaborations and the perfect
balance between sorrow and soul, the humble
singer takes listeners on a journey through Hollywood with the highs and lows of fame that inspired the tracklist.
In comparison to his last album, “beerbongs &
bentleys,” released in 2018, Malone’s new sound
is more mature throughout all 17 songs. He reveals his growth as an individual, his pull away
from toxic relationships and the positivity that
keeps his spirits up.
The album kicks oﬀ with the title track “Hollywood’s Bleeding,” a smooth, soulful serenade
about the toxicity that comes from living the
Hollywood lifestyle. Malone exposes the debilitating eﬀect that the industry has had on him and
his struggles to balance fame with reality as he
sings, “Hollywood’s bleeding, vampires feedin’ /
Darkness turns to dust / Everyone’s gone, but no
one’s leavin’.”
Unlike the first song on the album, Malone’s
second track “Saint-Tropez” celebrates his lavish
lifestyle without discounting the hard work that
it took to get him there. The steady beat and fun
name-dropping of big brands like Versace makes
the track an easy listen.
In keeping with the balance between light and
dark themes, Malone joins forces with artist
DaBaby in “Enemies” to call out the insincerity of people in the business and the reward that
comes in surpassing people’s expectations. He
sings “Used to have friends now I got enemies
/ Used to keep ‘em close, now they dead to me /
They said I would never get this far.”
Of course, no true Post Malone album would
be complete without its share of love and
heartache.
“Allergic,” the album’s fourth track, uses the
heavy beat of drums combined with a smooth
guitar melody for the chorus, to create a doowop experience that mimics the tumultous
ride that comes with falling in love
with the wrong person.
“A Thousand Bad Times” also
follows this theme with lyrics
like “I had a thousand bad
times / So what’s another time to me? / It’s gonna
take a lot more to kill me,
b----.” The track radiates
positive energy despite
the dark lyrics. Malone
embraces the pitfalls of
one-sided relationships
while refusing to let
them take him down.

Other tracks like “Internet” expose Malone’s
deep-seated frustrations with his own personal
struggles, specifically his fight to keep his music from being leaked online. Produced in part
by Kanye West, the track features Malone’s gentle vocals alongside a violin-driven composition
to create a topical track that is both moving and
painfully relevant.
Building anticipation for the album, “Circles”
was released in August 2019 after being previewed on the “Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon.” Fans were not disappointed, as the hit skyrocketed to the top of the U.S. Spotify charts.
Malone sings “Seasons change and our love
went cold / Feed the flame ‘cause we can’t let
go,” commenting on the intoxicating eﬀect of
an unhealthy relationship. The track exhibits a
sound reminiscent of Fleetwood Mac vibes.
Much of his third album also includes powerful collaborations with artists such as Halsey,
Ozzy Osbourne, Travis Scott and SZA.
“Die for Me,” featuring Halsey and Future,
gives listeners the dynamic trio they didn’t know
they needed. Halsey’s strong vocals when she

sings “I figured out, should follow my gut / I don’t
play anymore, I went through your phone,” dominate the latter half of the song, creating the perfect emotional experience alongside Malone’s melodic voice and Future’s raps.
From dashes of country to rap and pop,
Malone has shown his versatility as an artist
who is unafraid of experimenting with sound to
find the perfect beat for any situation. His song
“Sunflower” with Swae Lee proved his versatility as a composer when it broke into the movie
industry. The track was released in 2018 as the
lead single on the “Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” soundtrack.
In true Post Malone fashion, the song combines the styles of rhythm and blues, pop and
hip-hop to create a smooth jam with uplifting
beats that is perfect for a Sunday drive or a lazy
afternoon.
Like “Circles” and “Sunflower,” “Goodbyes,”
featuring Young Thug, was also a single released prior to the album dropping. The track reveals Malone’s growth as an individual as he attempts to walk away from a toxic relationship.
As Malone sings “Say you needed this heart,
then you got it / Turns out that it wasn’t what you
wanted,” listeners are led to believe the song is
about his now ex-girlfriend, Ashlen Diaz.
The album ends on a positive note with
“Wow.,” another single predating the album’s release in December 2018. With an electric beat,
Malone’s signature raps and references to his
older hits like “Congratulations,” the final track
perfectly embodies Malone’s optimistic personality and his determination to celebrate his own
happiness despite all the struggles he outlines
in the album.
From “Stoney” to “beerbongs & bentleys” to
“Hollywood’s Bleeding,” Malone has not ceased
to amaze fans with his fresh sound and candid
lyrics.
Malone’s latest masterpiece strikes the perfect balance between internal struggles in Hollywood and his endless celebration of success.
Listeners can expect to
be “Wow”-ed by his
unique blending of
genres, his mastery of sound
and the extraordinary content
that paints the
entirety of the
album.
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