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Students meet their ASI candidates
A slate of newcomers are
promising a new era for the
student body government.
HOSAM ELATTAR
Asst. Editor

JESSICA BENDA
Editor

With the presidential primaries a week away, Cal State Fullerton is also gearing up for Associated Students’ elections that
will be held March 10-11, where
students will have the opportunity to pick next year’s leaders
— responsible for advocating
for student needs.
ASI hosted an event titled
“Meet the Candidates” outside the Titan Student Union
where candidates running for
the board of directors, board
of trustees as well as president and vice president of ASI
had the opportunity to interact
with voters and discuss their
platforms.
“A lot of the time we hear
from students that they don’t
feel motivated to vote just because they don’t know what
they’re voting for or they don’t
see students running for anything that they care about or
that they believe in. This year
we have a record number of students running for diﬀerent positions,” said Khai Hoang, ASI
elections director.
Hoang said that, historically, voter turnout at CSUF has
declined with the first uptick
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Presidential and vice presidential candidates shared their platforms with potential voters outside the Titan Student Union.

in almost a decade happening
in the ASI elections last year;
however of the nearly 40,000
students at CSUF, less than
10% of the population voted last
year.
The lower voter turnout is allowing white greek life to monopolize on the system, said
Tatiana Tate, a jazz major who
is running for vice president,
alongside Gabriel Ponce, a presidential candidate.

“It’s important for everyone
to feel they have the opportunity to succeed and the opportunity to be in leadership.I feel
like ASI has developed a system
that doesn’t allow all students
to have a voice,” Tate said.
Ponce and Tate are running to ensure that marginalized communities on campus
are represented in ASI, as well
as to bring attention to sexual assault, the impacted mental

health resources on campus and
call for what they describe as
real diversity at CSUF.
Also in the race for the presidency is ASI communications
director Isaac Gonzalez with
running mate Amaya Gregory.
Gonzalez and Gregory are
running on a platform of increasing and improving communication between ASI and
students, making sure all communities feel included and

advocating for students at the
administrative and California
State Universities level.
“We’re running to make
sure that students feel that
they are being heard,” Gonzalez said. “Even if we’re advocating against what President
Fram (Virjee) wants, we’re here
to represent students, not the
administration.”
SEE ELECTION

2

Plan to Trivia night honors black history
redesign
campus
Students became familiar
with less known black figures
that influenced America.
ANTHONY ROBLEDO
Editor

One of several proposed
additions is an innovation
center near the library.
JESSICA BENDA
Asst. Editor

The Cal State Fullerton Housing and Residential Engagement
hosted a trivia night in celebration of Black History Month on
Tuesday, bringing together students at the Pine dorms. The
event encouraged students to
have fun and learn more about
black culture.

The night was broken down
into seven rounds with three
questions in each. Trivia questions included Black culture
topics that related to history,
entertainment, sports and literature. Three types of prizes were
awarded to the top three winning
teams. Prizes included CSUF
pennants, cups and bottles.
Free food and drinks were provided to those in attendance.
LaTosha Traylor, assistant professor of sociology and residence
in housing faculty member, said
she hosted the event with the intention of challenging students to

open their eyes and acknowledge
the many contributions Black
people have made to society.
“I didn’t do the typical Martin Luther King or Frederick
Douglass or Harriet Tubman
questions, but instead I tried
to choose folks that we don’t
talk a lot about,” Traylor said.
“Folks who I would hope they
would learn more about in their
classes.”
Competition and tensions rose
as students collaborated to answer diﬃcult questions in the
hopes of winning a prize. For
every wrong answer, students

learned a new fact they did not
know before.
“I like the competition part
because
they’re
competing
against each other, but they’re
also learning and I could tell
that they’re learning and engaging with the material,” Traylor
said. “My goal is that they will
take what they are learning here
tonight and have more conversations about some of the history behind these individuals and
their contribution to our society
at large.”
SEE IDENTITY
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In 15 years, Cal State Fullerton’s campus may look
much different. The minds
behind a new master plan
have been grappling with
maximizing space in a
landlocked campus, but after two years of efforts, the
completed road map etches an image of what CSUF
could be.
President Fram Virjee
previewed the highlights,
which included a 6000-seat
event center and a new innovation center, at Tuesday’s
Associated Students board
of directors meeting.
Virjee said the innovation center will parallel the
makerspace and data visualization center on the second floor of Pollak Library,
which offers workspaces
catered to each individual
SEE UPGRADES
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Students particpated in a trivia night that celebrated black history at the Pine dorms on Tuesday night.

‘Survivor’ has failed in keeping contestants safe

WHAT’S
INSIDE?
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN

Review: Grimes’ satire paints a bleak future

The reality competition show
and its participants has proven
time again their true nature in
regards to sexual harassment.

“Miss Anthropocene’” uses satirical
sound and cynicism to create a
world that has suffered the
destruction of humankind.
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Upgrades: CSUF attempts to maximize space
CONTINUED FROM 1
“Think of that on steroids.
Think of that as big and bold
with whiteboards everywhere,
with lights everywhere, with
laboratories that are innovative
for everybody,” Virjee said. “It
will be a place for academic
and co-curricular activities to
come together, for engineers
to work with biologists, for
business students to work with
artists and art students and
performers.”
Virjee said that the space is
intended to bridge the communities of CSUF together. The
innovation center will be its
own building in the center of
campus in close proximity to

the library.
While the library will give
students the knowledge, the innovation center is where that
knowledge is put into action,
Virjee said.
Other elements of the master
plan include a new event center and a massive housing expansion which would add 3000
beds for students on campus.
As the backyard of Cal State
Fullerton, the Arboretum has
also generated attention.
In spring 2019, rumors
swirled of the Arboretum’s closure to make room for more
dorms, which sparked over
30,000 signatures for its salvation over multiple petitions.

Danny Kim, vice president of
administration and finance for
CSUF, later confirmed there
were no plans to close the
Arboretum.
“We made a conscious decision to keep the Arboretum, to
make sure that we retain it as
open space, but that we integrate it back into the Cal State
Fullerton campus,” Virjee said.
“It’s a beautiful space, but it’s
far away from campus and
there is a fence all around it.
So our goal is to both virtually and literally tear down a lot
of those fences and create more
permeability and access.”
Virjee said they would be
rebranding the Arboretum as

part of campus, and part of that
includes creating academic
space and activities on the Arboretum premises.
Though CSUF is one of the
largest CSUs, in terms of population, it’s also one of the
smaller campuses in terms of
physical size. The master plan
has focused on maximizing the
current area.
“We need to find ways to
best utilize that space, but we
need to retain growing space,
we need to retain open space.
We can’t just build on every space that we have or we
will feel closed in, and we
won’t have an opportunity to
see each other and meet each

other,” Virjee said.
Though master plans are typically updated every 10 years,
the current one has not been
updated since 2003.
Virjee noted that the elements of the upcoming master
plan, like the current one, are
not definite.
Virjee said the environmental impact report is being finalized and will be provided to
the board of trustees. Once the
final master plan is approved
by the board, the university
can begin the process of implementing and planning for it.
“This is where we hope to
be over the next 15 years,” Virjee said.
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President Fram Virjee presented highlights of the proposed master plan at Tuesday’s Associated Students board of directors meeting.
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TEACHERS WANTED!
The College of Education is home to more than
1,200 credential and graduate students. It is a
destination of choice for students seeking the
highest quality teacher preparation and advanced
degrees in education.
We offer 6 fully online Master’s degrees.

CREDENTIAL PROGRAMS
Elementary Multiple Subject
Reading and Literacy Leadership Specialist
Perliminary Administrative Services

Clear Credential
Secondary Education
Special Education

$6,660 per year - FULL TIME (Tuition + Campus Fees)

MASTER’S PROGRAMS
Instructional Design & Technology
Elementary Curriculum & Instruction
-Emphasis in Math & Science
-Emphasis in Education for Social Justice

Special Education
Literacy and Reading
Educational Technology
Educational Leadership

$7,176 per year - FULL TIME (Tuition + Campus Fees)
$4,164 per year - PART TIME (Tuition + Campus Fees)

CONTACT INFORMATION
Aimee Nelson: anelson@fullerton.edu (657) 278-4161
ed.fullerton.edu twitter: @csufcoe
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @THEDAILYTITAN

Election: Race
for ASI seats
draws 46 Titans
CONTINUED FROM 1
Marcus Reveles, ASI board
representative for the College
of Education, is also a candidate to be the next ASI president with Skylar Soria, a communications major and current
board member, as his running
mate.
Reveles and Soria said they
are focusing their campaign on
advocacy on behalf of students,
enhancing the Titan experience and visibility of resources on campus as well as student
government.
“We do understand there are
a lot of issues that this school
has had especially experience
in the past year and we do want
to address a lot of it and see
what we can do,” Reveles said
as he identified concerns of inclusion and diversity brought
up by the Black and Southwest Asian and North African
communities.
Candidates are also running
for positions on the ASI board
of directors like incumbent Maria Linares, who represents the
College of Humanities and Social Sciences and is the board’s
vice chair. Linares said she
is not done with her work for
ASI.
“I want to see the marginalized communities being more
in the front and being considered when changes are being
made,” Linares said. “I want to
also see more scholarships for
undocumented students. There
are not enough.”
Also in the race to represent the college of Humanities
and Social Sciences is Halima
Baba, a criminal justice major,
who was inspired to run after
ASI’s response to a flier with

a racist watermark posted by a
fraternity on social media.
“On this campus we still
need diversity. We still don’t
have enough people showing
up for the voice of minorities,
especially black people,” Baba
said. “I want to be that voice
for them but also, I want to
make a positive change in the
campus.”
Communication majors like
Seleena Mukbel and Janica Torres are also running to represent
their college on the board.
Mukbel said she wants to
make students aware of the resources available to them and
have the needs of the communications students heard.
Torres said serving marginalized communities and promoting transparency within the
Communications Department.
“I’m running to sincerely
serve the students, to radicalize the board, to make change
happen for students and not just
sit in our ivory towers or have
a line on our resume or get a
pay check or to make the connections and network in there,”
Torres said. Students, like mechanical engineering major Patrick Babb, came out to the event
to talk to the candidates.
“I think it’s important that
students vote for their student
leaders because like any society if you want your voice to
be heard you need to speak and
voting is the way that we’ve decided to speak,” Babb said
Elections are digitized and
will be held on March 10 and 11
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Students
may go to vote.fullerton.edu to
place their ballot.
Kason Clark contributed to
this article
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ASI to decide details on permanent pantry

By the end of this spring semester, the Cal State Fullerton
Associated Students will have
reached an official decision on
the start date of the university’s
food pantry construction.
As the only university in the
California State Universities
without an on-campus food
pantry, CSUF’s ASI and its directors are working toward providing this essential service to
students.
The current closest solution
for those without access to food
is ASI’s monthly food pantry.
As of now, students with food
insecurity can utilize Tuffy’s
Basic Needs, which is designed
to provide wellness and give
students the ability to complete
their education.
Victoria Ajemian, coordinator of the center, said students
can get up to two weeks free
at the campus’s Gastronome if
they qualify.
“We offer up to two weeks of
emergency temporary housing,
that’s in an on-campus apartment. It does also come with
two weeks to the Gastronome
access as well,” Ajemian said.
“We offer financial support in
the form of emergency grants.
This is for students who have
experienced some sort of unforeseen crisis, emergency or
catastrophe that really could
impact their ability to persist
here at Cal State Fullerton.”
The center works in conjunction with CalFresh, the California affiliate of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, a national organization that helps not only students, but also others who
qualify to obtain healthy groceries. If they are able to receive benefits, they are given

EDER RAMIREZ
Asst. Editor

Cal State Fullerton’s Career Center brought Tyler Neill, marketing strategy coordinator for Disneyland Resort, to host a LinkedIn
workshop for students in Langsdorf
Hall on Monday. LinkedIn is an online platform where users can connect with industry professionals all
around the world. The purpose of
the workshop was to teach attendees
tips on how to use the website to network toward their dream job.
Neill used his journey to his current position at Disneyland Resort
to explain how students can use
the platform to set themselves apart
from the rest of the crowd.
“I’m about to graduate this coming August, so I want to find a job,”
said Chau Ha, a finance major set
for graduation. “I want to work in
investment banking.”
Neill’s love for the theme park as a
child turned into a growing interest
in eventually working there someday. When he decided to finally pursue his dream position, he realized
that the competition was fierce. As
he faced over 500 applicants, Neill
said he needed to find the ultimate
strategy that would make himself
stand out. He chose to utilize LinkedIn, and after almost a year of connecting with an executive from Disneyland, he received a job oﬀer.
“LinkedIn is great for professional networking,” said Natalie Azzouni, a career coach at the Career
Center. “We do have a lot of students come in for LinkedIn help,
so (it’s) a great way to link student
experience, what they’ve done and
what they can bring to the table and
VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM

that strive to rebuild lives of the
hungry and homeless, to give
students the right resources to
make them feel supported.
ASI president Aaron Aguilar said he thinks CSUF has
not implemented the food pantry yet because food security
is often viewed as an invisible
issue.
Because the current mobile
food pantry is monthly, it is
not permanent enough for those
who have the need for food
more often.
“If we just had a more permanent resource, and especially because we have the largest
student body of 40,000, I think
this is something that all of our
students would really appreciate,” Aguilar said.

ASI President Aaron Aguilar showed Daily Titan reporters the permanent food pantry at Fullerton College on Tuesday.

Students prepare for
post-college careers
Titans learned how to land
their dream jobs using
LinkedIn on Monday.

bigger conversation surrounding how to navigate students
experiences with food insecurity, which is vastly different
for each person. Some are just
looking to meet a short term
need and yet, there remains an
underlying stigma around seeking that support.
ASI is projecting to have
more answers following a possible survey that will be sent
out to all students this summer.
Nettles said that visiting other
successful campus food pantries, such as the pantry at Fullerton College, will assist ASI
in deciding on operations.
Another part of the year-long
construction process is speaking with community organizations, like Pathways of Hope,
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connecting that to employers.”
Students like Destiny White, a
fourth year Public Relations major
who attended the workshop, have
also caught on to the benefits of using the platform to start building
their network.
“Most of my friends and sorority sisters (use LinkedIn), and some
people who I’m in Titan Public Relations with,” White said. “We’re
all connected.” Neill concluded the
workshop by sharing his five principles of success to think about when
pursuing their dream jobs: People,
Persistence, Passion, Patience and
Purpose. White said working on her
purpose would be a big help when
it comes to building her personal
brand. “I need to identify what my
specific passions are,” White said.
“He said that if you find your passion, you find your purpose.”
Neill left students like Ha and
White feeling inspired and motivated to use LinkedIn now more than
ever.
“I’m probably gonna go tonight
and make sure everything is updated, make sure it looks presentable for employers, even though I’m
not applying to jobs just yet. I never
know who’s watching; this inspired
me to start reaching out to people,”
White said.
Overall, Niell emphasized the importance of pushing yourself out of
your comfort zone and continuing
to move forward. “Friendly, competent, professional and approachable.
All these things matter and will help
you get to where you want to be,”
Neill said. “It’s hard, but I highly
recommend pushing yourself to get
to that point, because it will make a
big diﬀerence.” Throughout the semester, the Career Center will continue to host workshops, which are
listed on their website. The next
workshop will be held today from
11-12 a.m. in LH-210G.

EDITORIAL

Staff Writers

identifying a space this semester is going to be important,”
Nettles said. “We can then
project a plan and we will have
control of the date.”
As far as the logistics for the
pantry, such as hours of operation and employees, ASI has
taken the privacy of the food
pantry’s prospective users into
consideration.
“We will eventually make
the decision about if we brand
our bags or not, that was feedback that another campus received like ‘hey that’s great,’
we love branding everything
but does a student really want
to carry around a bag that says
‘food pantry’ on it?” Nettles
said.
These questions are part of a
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Breaking the stigmas behind egg donation

The life-changing impact
of fertility treatments
outweighs misconceptions.
MAGNUS LIN
Staff Writer

When egg donation is mentioned, some people may feel
uncomfortable, while others feel
a twinge of happiness and hope.
Whatever the feeling might be, it
is important to understand what
egg donation is and how it aﬀects
people.
NewCare Fertility Consulting
company specializes in egg donation and surrogacy. Founded
in 2017 by chief executive oﬃcer
Lora Luo, the company is located
in Arcadia, California, and provides services to surrogate mothers, intended parents and egg
donors.

At the age of seven, Luo wasdiagnosed with a kidney condition in which her arteries were so
close that their movement would
result in friction. Because of this,
Luo was advised her whole life
to not get pregnant. She said that
once she learned about surrogacy
and in vitro fertilization , she felt
a tremendous sense of hope for
her future.
It was out of this personal experience that Luo began building her own business to give intended parents the same priceless
feeling of hope.
“I started NewCare by acquiring a small egg donation agency
and rebranding it and growing
into a well-rounded fertility help
with not only egg donation but
also surrogacy and also IVF consulting as well as a clinic that we
manage upstairs. So NewCare
today, now, is a full concierge

service that can help anyone with
fertility problems and solving
any needs they may have,” Luo
said.
Regardless of whether a woman is participating in strenuous
activity or not, she loses around
120 to 150 eggs everyday.
Women have six million eggs
when they are fetuses. By infancy, a woman’s egg count decreases to about two million. Around
the time a girl has her first menstrual cycle, the number of eggs
drops to 50,000.
“Eggs are actually the largest
single cell in a female’s body. So
because it’s a cell, it dies as you
grow. Which is why women’s
age, I think, is precious because,
unfortunately, at a certain age,
you start to run out of healthy
eggs, because you’re only born
with a certain amount of them,”
Luo said.
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Luo said that women’s ovaries
are the most important organs
that produce healthy eggs, and
they begin to deteriorate around
the age of 30. By 18, most adults
are capable of making sound
judgements for themselves, Lou
said. For these reasons, NewCare
requires that women are between
the ages of 18 and 29 before they
donate eggs.
There are three steps involved
in the egg donation process. The
first step is stimulation, which
takes nine to 12 days. This step
involves injecting growth hormones to enable follicles for the
particular month to grow at the
same speed and produce healthy
eggs. After the ninth or 12th day
is the retrieval, which lasts about
25 minutes. Patients are under
sedation during the procedure.
The third step is to have a good
recovery and checkup.
Before stimulation, the patients prepare for the procedure
through an in-depth consultation regarding the process, assistance in finding the right parent
and a medical and psychological
review.
There’s also a legal process
in which the donor is presented with an attorney to discuss
responsibilities, risks and compensation. Intended parents are
also presented with an attorney
to help them understand crucial
dates and deadlines.
David G. Diaz, an IVF and
fertility specialist at West Coast
Fertility, said he has been most
impacted by the patients who
have had a relationship with the
intended parent.
“I had a patient who needed to have an emergency operation to remove her ovaries. So
her twin sister volunteered. They
were very close together, and
so she was doing it because this
was the greatest gift she could
ever give to her sister who very
much wanted to have a child.”
Diaz said. “You can’t really find
a closer bond than twins, so there
was some DNA sharing among
the two twin sisters, and so for

them it was not only a humanitarian eﬀort and a humanitarian
act, but also personally satisfying
to both of them.”
One stigma surrounding egg
donation is that it is all about
wealthy people creating designer
babies, which is false, said Jessica Feldmann, the organization’s
marketing manager. Egg donation is there to give something to
people who can’t naturally create
it themselves.
A lot of negative stigma comes
from confusion about the requirements for egg donation.
There are a variety of things that
parents look for in a donor. They
want to check things like educational background and physical
traits, and people are more likely to choose an egg donor who is
similar to them, said Feldmann.
She said that she knew of one intended parent who was in karate
and wanted an egg donor with a
black belt in karate.
Many people are also nervous
about the eﬀects of egg donation
on a donor. Egg donors do need
to take hormones, but the side effects are just like any other side
eﬀects of normal medications
such as birth control. No studies
have been done to prove that egg
donation is unsafe, she said.
Feldmann also said that since
egg donation is a relatively new
practice, it is going to seem scary
to some people.
”It’s very hard to accept something that you don’t understand
or that you’ve only heard negative things about,” said Feldmann. “So if there’s all of this
circulation and stigma about it,
of course understanding it is going to be very diﬃcult and it is
just a vicious cycle that repeats
itself.”
Despite the negative stigma
surrounding it, egg donation remains a valuable option for individuals who are unable to have
children on their own.
“If you can be somebody that
can change somebody’s life,
that’s incredible. Compensation
or not,” Feldmann said.

Student earns nomination at festival
Director Isabel Rogriguez
will present her theater
scene in Washington, D.C.
CATIE ROBINSON
Staff Writer

BAYLEE MAUST
Freelancer

Isabel Rodriguez entered the
Kennedy Center American College
Theater Festival with plans to showcase and receive feedback on the
scene she directed, but left with a
nomination to participate in the national finals for student directing in
Washington D.C.
Rodriguez, a fourth-year directing major in Cal State Fullerton’s
theatre department, said participating in the festival was optional
for her and her classmates, but she
knew she had to be involved.
The Stage Directors and Choreographers Society released 12 different scenes for students to choose
from about a year before the festival. Rodriguez made her selection
around last November and from
that point until the festival’s debut,
which began Feb. 11, she worked
for about 36 hours to bring it to
life.
Rodriguez chose a scene from
the play “Phoebe in Winter” by Jen
Silverman. She said when she was
first reading it, it didn’t make much
sense.
“After reading the entire play,
I’ve realized that it was filled with
metaphors, imagery and symbolism
that was so rich. I saw so much of
my own personal life in it that I had
to do it. I absolutely had to do the
scene,” Rodriguez said.
Rodriguez said the play is about
a family at war, in both a literal and
figurative sense. She said it is something that any reader would relate to
within their own context of family,
which is why as the director, Rodriguez decided to implement her
own personal connection into the
scene.
“For my concept, which was rooted on our own Filipino American
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experiences, that was something
that I wanted to share with actors
who shared that identity. That’s how
I ended up casting. It was a strong
part of my concept and I couldn’t
realize it without actors like them,”
she said.
Rodriguez’s cast consisted of
three students: Leianna Weaver,
Ramon Suzara and Aryana Hamzehloo. Suzara spoke highly of Rodriguez’s concept for the scene.
“Isabel was able to get me to a
point where I could pull from my
own experiences being in a Filipino household, and applying that
to this, which I thought worked so
flawlessly,” Suzara said. “It’s such
an interesting concept, because you
wouldn’t see that while reading the
play. You wouldn’t see that. But
with her having such a strong and
clear vision of how she wanted it,
while also being collaborative with
our experiences, we were able to
bring it to life.”
Hamzehloo emphasized how Rodriguez’s ability to guide her actors
while still allowing them the freedom to be creative.
“There are some kinds of directors where they’re like, ‘I want you
to walk here, go there, lift your
hand up, sit down.’ Literally telling
you what to do, and I think that’s
the complete opposite of a collaborative director.” Hamzehloo said.
“Isabel was so collaborative and she
had us explore, but if we were stuck
or lost, she would help.”
Rodriguez said that choosing her
cast was simple because she’s familiar with the students’ work ethic and their personalities. However,
the challenge was creating a safe
and comfortable environment for
her actors to talk about their own
experiences.
“It was a very precious rehearsal room. It was almost sacred because we came in there everyday,
bringing our own personal histories
and experiences to these characters.
I think that’s what made the scene
come so alive for them. It’s because
they were so vulnerable,” Rodriguez said.

Rodriguez also said that her
scene conveys the habit of neglecting youth and progressive eras. The
scene is about opening up dialogue
across generations of families and
depicting the separations within
families.
“My purpose in using my own
personal experience to show war
to an audience is not for them to
look at a specific family of ethnic
minorities, but at their own family. There’s the same family issues
and struggles across the board, no
matter what identity you are,” she
said.
Out of the 18 student directors who entered their scenes to be
judged by a panel of respondents,
six advanced to the finals. The judges were not aware of the school that
each student was from until after
judging the scenes, when it was revealed that all six students attend
CSUF.
Rodriguez and fellow Titan Caity Petterson will advance to the final round in Washington D.C., with

Matthew Michael Mullin as the
alternate.
Rodriguez said the achievement
was a testament to her directing professor and mentor, Mark Ramont.
“We were so ecstatic when we
found out (we won). But it made
perfect sense. (Ramont’s program)
is the best in the region,” she said.
Ramont said that Rodriguez’s
success has as much to do with her
work ethic as well as her artistic
skill.
“She takes advantage of the opportunities that come her way, and
that says to me she’s going to succeed,” Ramont said. “She rises to
the challenge. (The festival) was
an opportunity, and she put her all
into it and worked hard to make the
most of it and it paid oﬀ. I know
she’ll do the same thing in D.C.”
The directing emphasis as a
theatre major is covered over the
course of four semesters. Rodriguez said each of those semesters
build on each other in terms of directing fundamentals, the rehearsal

processes and concepts. As she is in
her final semester, Rodriguez said
she feels more confident than she
did in her first year.
“I would say one year ago, in
the beginning class, I would not
see myself presenting a successful
scene,” Rodriguez said.
She also mentioned that she is
far from being the best at what she
does and encourages other artists
who are struggling with rejections
to keep growing.
“Being told no so many times can
break down a dream and a career,”
Rodriguez said. “It doesn’t mean
that their art wasn’t worthy; there’s
room for all of us in the industry.
As long as we keep on growing and
going at it, we are all each other’s
network.”
Rodriguez said pursuing theatre
as a career requires dedication, creativity and a passion for the arts that
one couldn’t bear to live without.
“It is a risky choice to be an artist. But it is the most worthwhile
choice,” Rodriguez said.
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Isabel Rodriguez won a nomination to present at the national finals for student directing in Washington D.C.
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Album

REVIEW

Grimes creates dystopian world

“Miss Anthropocene”
embraces the imminent
destruction of humankind.
BRANDON KILLMAN
Editor

In her newest album, “Miss
Anthropocene,” Claire Boucher, who is known as Grimes,
unfolds a future in which humans have eradicated themselves from existence.
In her fifth studio album,
Grimes, creates on a universe
tropes to illuminate mythology that celebrates human indulgence in our deepest innate vices. Grimes creates a
universe that introduces her
audience to a mythology and
created a god who encourages humans to indulge in their
deepest vices.
Sonically, Grimes can easily
be compared to contemporary
pop musicians such as Charli
XCX and Caroline Peck. However, Grimes’ music carves out
a distinct brand by remaining raw and unpolished, with
a clear vision of a conceptual
artistic universe. With this album, Grimes has evolved into
a new beast of audio and visual
storytelling.
In an interview with Apple
Music’s Beats 1, Grimes said
that the album was meant to
be constructed from the perspective of a demon. Throughout the album, the lyrics and
accompanying music videos
comb out ideologies that explore the destructible forces such as drug use or climate
change.
Compared to her previous albums, Grimes has evolved into
a new beast of auditory and visual storytelling.
Thematically, this work of
pop-culture commentary hits
hard, even though the promotion leading up to the release
was like seeing a movie that
gave away all the best parts in

the trailer.
With only 15 slots available
on the full album, a variety of
unreleased music would have
been ideal. However, five spots
were taken by remixes that
hardly add any new elements to
the album’s themes.
Grimes revealed that the record was intended to be a double album with more songs, but
its premature release could be
due to events in the artist’s personal life.
Upon the release of the album, she stated on her Instagram, “At seven months
pregnant, I sent my avatar to
represent me for the cover of
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The Face magazine!” An elfish
doe-eyed humanoid figure clad
in Balenciaga’s newest threads
graced the cover of The Face
magazine, taking Grimes’
place. In allowing a digital being to take over, the artist fuels the themes of digital romanticism present in “Miss
Anthropocene.”
While there are slight qualms
with the variety of new material, the dystopian concepts,
which were hinted at during its
promotion, do not disappoint.
The artist’s interest in futuristic dystopias may be due to her
personal conversations within her inner circle, as well as

her romantic involvement with
tech billionaire, Elon Musk.
In the opening song, “So
Heavy I Fell Through the
Earth,” the deep synth and
electric percussion are reminiscent of the soundtrack to
the 2018 film “Annihilation,”
which features Natalie Portman slaying biologically modified creatures. In the song,
Grimes’ banshee vocals set the
tone as they drift through the
synthetic melody, enticing listeners into the dismal universe
she created.
The music videos that accompany the album utilize visuals that draw the listener into
an apocalyptic world that resembles the film “Blade Runner.” The first single, “We Appreciate Power,” featuring the
artist Hana, was released in
November 2018. The lyrics declare allegiance to artificial intelligence in the face of its impending consumption of the
human race.
Placed over reverberating
electric guitars and cacophonous percussion, Grimes’ vocals are delivered like a lieutenant: “Pledge allegiance
to the world’s most powerful
computer / Simulation is the
future.”
This initial release sets up
the bleak matrix world that
Grimes portrays in her newest
body of work. However, there
is always time for a cheeky
video game reference. In the
music video, Grimes and Hana’s aesthetics as futuristic
bounty hunters are a nod to
Zero Suit Samus from the video game “Metroid.”.
At the end of the track,
Grimes repeats the word submit, almost urging and commanding the listener to allow
technology to creep into the
human consciousness.
The tone and theme of the
album underscore the innate
human urge to give in. It’s an
exercise in speculating about

what would happen if humans
were to submit to the symbolic evils that are a common
point of commentary in popular culture.
Other tracks on the album include “Delete Forever,’’ which
is a lament for lives lost to
opioid addiction, and “4ÆM,”
which explores the increasing
popularity of simulated experiences, as well as the allure of
rapidly evolving technologies.
Villainous archetypes are
embodied in contemporary culture’s most provocative subjects. The album’s central character, Miss Anthropocene, is
the goddess of climate change
who entices humans to continue on their destructive paths.
In a recent attempt to promote “Miss Anthropocene,”
Grimes released a graphic on
social media, and put up billboards and guerilla street art
in the streets of New York. The
ads showed a letter written by
the fictional goddess Miss Anthropocene, which featured
lines such as “Global warming
is good” and “Embrace your
demise.”
The ads functioned as a satirical and irreverent work of
performance art intended to
provoke thought and challenge
personal ethics. But, in our divisive times of highly polarized ideologies, this nuanced
concept received some backlash in the digital sphere.
While Grimes used this album to create both an satirical
dialogue and a cynical dystopian universe, the artist also stated that there is importance in
shedding light on the possibility of a future utopia.
In an interview with Apple
music’s Beats 1, Grimes said,
“I just feel that utopianism is
actually very important. A lot
of people disagree with this.
It’s important to call out the
bad things, which it is, but it’s
also very important to suggest
positive futures.”

Identity: Titans
discuss underrated
historical figures
CONTINUED FROM 1
After Traylor revealed an answer, she provided information
regarding the impact that the
person left in both Black culture and the industry that constructed their reputation.
Students were introduced to
the fact that Charles Drew was
responsible for the medical advancement of blood banks and
that Arthur Ashe was the first
African American tennis player to win a major men’s singles
championship.
“We hear about a lot of the
bad things and a lot of the stereotypes, but not a lot about the
brilliant contributions that individuals have made,” Traylor
said. “The contributions of actresses like Viola Davis, who is
immensely talented, but not everyone is able to ascertain how
immense her talent is and how
she’s worked at her craft.”
Traylor said she appreciates
that Viola Davis uses her platform to challenge the film industry to reflect diversity in
society.
Tracy Shadowens, the assistant director for Academic Engagement, kept score for each
team. She said she enjoyed the
large turnout and that students
stayed for two and a half hours
to learn about Black history.
Shadowens said she feels that
people only know a few things
about the impact Black history
has on society, and she said she
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hoped students became aware
that Black history is really
American history.
“I think it’s just knowing
how influential Black people
have been into our history and
having us realize that they’ve
made a positive change here,”
Shadowens said. “It’s important that we’re reminded not just
in February, but all the time
about those contributions.”
Sarai Marroquan, a fifthyear business major, said she
did not know almost half the
information she learned that
night. As a resident advisor,
she wanted to promote the
event to her residents because
it was diverse, educational and
collaborative.
Robert Black, a senior majoring in human services, said
he decided to attend the event
because he felt unfamiliar with
Black history despite that it is a
part of his identity. He said he
was excited to see how much
he and his teammates knew.
“I knew it would be entertaining but also very informative as well,” Black said. “I
think, too often, we only know
a few names such as Martin Luther King Jr. or Harriet Tubman or very big names,
but there are a lot of athletes,
entertainers, many other figures throughout Black history
who have done many different things that we have no clue
about.”
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Trojans halt Titans’ offense at Goodwin Field
CSUF has now lost five of
their last six games after
last night’s 7-1 loss to USC.
JOHN CORONA
Asst. Editor

OMAR SANCHEZ
Asst. Editor

A four-run first inning and
solid pitching by USC (5-2),
was all it took to put the Cal
State Fullerton baseball team
(3-5) away in a 7-1 defeat at
Goodwin Field on Tuesday
night.
“They kicked our butt. If I
were you, I’d go talk to coach
Gil and coach Silva over there
because his pitchers were unbelievable, they dominated us.”
said CSUF head coach Rick
Vanderhook.
Fullerton sophomore pitcher Michael Knorr had a rough
first inning of work. He gave
up four runs early in the inning
with three that were earned off
of five hits, which included an
RBI triple down the right field
line by UCS first baseman Clay
Owens, that scored two runs.
The Titan offense started off
in the bottom of the first with
a double that came from sophomore Jackson Lyon, followed
by Isaiah Garcia who was hit
by a pitch and took a base.
However, a double play by the
Trojans prevented the Titans
from advancing the bases and
suppressed any further threat.
Defense kept the Titans in
the top of the third with important stops by freshmen players Cameron Repetti and Alex
Solis. Repetti at third made
a full extension as he dove to
catch a line out and robbed a
single. Solis followed him up
the batter after and gunned
down the Trojans’ designated
hitter Ben Wanger trying to tag
home.
Titus Groeneweg exemplified
growth against a tough USC
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CSUF pitcher Michael Knorr heads to the dugout in the first inning against USC yesterday at Goodwin Field.

lineup, as he allowed no runs
on two hits, along with a strikeout in three innings pitched.
“This is the first time I ever
faced a lineup of seven lefthand batters, but I’m pretty
used to it,” Groeneweg said.
“They were piecing me up pretty good, I had a really good defense behind me. I was just trying to throw strikes and try to
get them to put it in play and
get themselves out.”
Trojan starting pitcher Brian
Gursky kept the Titan offense
at bay for 3.1 innings before
being lifted abruptly after a fly
out to center by Garcia in the
bottom of the fourth. Gursky

finished his outing as he surrendered only one hit and a
walk while striking out one on
59 pitches.
Titans had a golden opportunity to get on the board after Trojans pitcher Ethan Reed
surrendered
three-straight
walks to the Titans and loaded
the bases with one out after the
pitching change. Reed was then
replaced by Ethan Hoopingarner who struck out the next two
Titan hitters and ended the rally .
The Titans were in similar
positions with bases loaded
in the bottom of the fifth and
eighth innings, but were unable

to capitalize on multiple opportunities. Fullerton finished
the night 1-for-9 with runners
in scoring position and left
14 men stranded on the base
paths.
“We can’t hit a fastball. If
you can’t hit a fastball and you
play baseball you should retire.
It wasn’t like it was 100 (mph),
it was a fastball,” Vanderhook
said.
The Trojans cashed in on additional insurance run in threestraight innings which included
with RBI doubles by Ben Wagner in the top of the fifth and
seventh innings, 7-0.
The Titans finally broke

HOROSCOPE
SAVE-THE-DATE
Feb 27:

Nois with Kinds of Kings
8 p.m @ Meng Concert Hall

Feb 28:

New Music Festival; 8- 10 p.m @
Meng Concert Hall

Feb 29:

Women’s Basketball Game; 6 - 9 p.m
CSUF vs. Hawaii

March 5:

Business Career Expo; 3 p.m @ TSU
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through their scoring drought
with an RBI single to left center by sophomore second baseman Zach Lew to make it 7-1
Trojans in the bottom of the
eighth. However, that was the
only run scored by the Titans
for the night.
“They just had good approaches. We were sticking to
our game plan they were just
hitting it, nothing we can really
do,” Groeneweg said.
The Titans continue their
home stand this weekend with
a three-game series against
the University of San Francisco that begins on Friday at 6
p.m.
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Messages
from
your
subconscious are urging you to
take action today. Connecting
with your internal motivations
will allow you to reimagine
your career path.

You will have a hands-on
approach to solving problems
today. Confrontation in your life
may make you uncomfortable,
but these difficult conversations
give you an opportunity to forge
happier and healthier bonds.

A debate between you and a
friend may get heated as you
wrestle with philosophical
questions. Pick your battles,
intellectual quibbling could
interfere with your ability to connect
with people in a rewarding way.

You’re in a talkative mood
and ready to make something
happen. Your creative output
gets a boost which can help
you lean into your brand
-- embrace dark humor, sarcasm, and
passionate spirit your sign is known for.

Today presents an interesting
contradiction:
you
can
actually gain traction by losing
something. The weight that is
alleviated will help to increase
your momentum.

There’s no place like
home and your focus is on
creating a living situation
that uplifts you. Familiarity
and security are more
appealing to you at the moment; it’s
good to have roots somewhere.

It’s important that you stick
to your values when working
out deals with others. Don’t
be shy about voicing what’s
important to you. What you
believe is vital to creating successful
alliances and work you stand behind.

Your mind is alert
and craving stimulus
today. There’s never
been a better time to
be out and about, in
search of interesting people and fresh
opportunities.

It’s a busy day at the office and
you might have to move fast to
keep up with correspondence.
Think carefully of the ways you
can use your own vitality and
power to reach solutions.

Establishing and
increasing your value
is a top priority for
you today. Your ability
to cultivate wealth is
enviable -- you have an intuitive knack
for finding lucrative opportunities.

It will be a highly stimulating
day of interacting with
people, especially romantic
interests. Instead of
approaching this prospect
with anxiety, embrace it with joy.

You’re able to put yourself
first right now, which is a very
good habit to establish. You
can sometimes be so attuned
to other people’s feelings that
you disregard your own.

medium
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Column: Excuses do not warrant rematches

Tyson Fury outright won the
title in his boxing bout against
Deontay Wilder on Saturday.
BRYAN VALLADARES
Asst. Editor

Tyson Fury dominated Deontay Wilder on Saturday in their
highly anticipated rematch at
MGM Grand Arena in Las Vegas, Nevada. With the win,
Fury is now the World Boxing
Council Heavyweight champion of the world with a record
of 30-0-1. This was Deontay
Wilder’s first loss of his career,
and he is now 42-1-1 with 41
wins by knockout.
Fury controlled the bout
from the opening bell. He
walked Wilder down, landing powerful punches and then
smothering him until he tired
Wilder out. Taking into account both fights, Fury won
the majority of the rounds and
eliminated the need for a third
match.
The second fight lasted seven rounds, and Fury won every round on two of the judges’
scorecards.
The match ended in a TKO
when Mark Breland, Wilder’s
trainer, threw in the towel to
concede defeat. Fury landed 58
power punches and a total of
82 punches while Wilder only
landed 18 power punches and a
total of 34 punches.
Those statistics are very different from their first bout,
which ended in a draw. In their
first match Fury boxed and
moved, as he avoided Wilder’s knockout power at all cost.
Fury only controlled the fight
for 11 of 12 rounds because
Wilder has what fans consider the “touch of death,” where
he can knock out any opponent
with one punch.
In the final round, Wilder
hit Fury with a straight-right
punch followed by a left hook
that sent Fury to the canvas.

He appeared to be knocked
out, while Wilder celebrated and mouthed to the crowd
“it’s over.” But, Fury displayed
a champion’s heart and gasped
for air and got up from the canvas with one second left. The
knockdown solidified the demand for a rematch.
After “Wilder vs Fury II,”
left the audience satisfied, unlike the first bout when Wilder knocked down Fury and got
within one second of winning
the fight.
It
is
hard
to
say,

after watching both fights, that
Wilder would have a chance in
a third fight. Fury displayed
expert ring generalship in both
contests with two different
strategies.
“I was nice and light last
time, and I boxed around the
ring a lot, I was looking to
box and move, to stick and
move. This time I’m looking
to take him out early, so I put
the weight on for more power,
more strength, and more brute
force,” Fury said regarding his
strategies in both fights.

Wilder exercised his immediate rematch clause and for
him, it is the obvious move.
Wilder and Fury took home at
least $5 million each, but some
have estimated they will take
$25 million plus pay-per-view
profits. It is far too much money to leave on the table.
Wilder recently said that his
ring entrance uniform was too
heavy, and was the reason he
was tired early on in the fight.
“I was only able to put it on
the night before, but I didn’t
think it was going to be that

heavy. It weighed 40, 40-some
pounds with the helmet and all
the batteries. I wanted my tribute to be great for Black History Month. I wanted it to be
good, and I guess I put that before anything,” he said.
Champions do not make excuses. Wilder walked around
with a heavy uniform on for 15
minutes and now claims that is
the reason he lost the match.
Champions do not make excuses, they get up off the canvas and keep fighting like Tyson Fury.
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SOLIPSISM III
BY: ALEX BOSSERMAN

Identify where Tuffy is in the photo and message any of
the Daily Titan’s social media platforms, @thedailytitan,
with the location and your full name for a chance to win!

$2 0
Last Week’s WINNER

Where do you think Tuffy is?

Samuel Pimentel
Last Week’s Location: McCarthy Hall

SONG OF THE WEEK

Follow the Spotify Playlist:

Honeypie

Really chill song to nod and tap along too!

JAWNY

-Cindy Proaño, Illustrator Editor

SLEEP DEPRIVATION STARTER PACK
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The offensive reality of ‘Survivor’
It’s a show producer’s
responsibility to ensure a
contestant’s safety.

CATIE ROBINSON
Staff Writer

“Survivor,” the reality competition show that has enthralled
America since its premier in
2000, returned for its 40th season “Winners at War,” on Feb.
12. “Winners at War” was perhaps the show’s most anticipated season ever, as the cast consisted of winners from previous
seasons.
With all the fanfare surrounding season 40, “Survivor”
seemed eager to move past the
events of last season. During
season 39, “Island of the Idols,”
contestant Kellee Kim, a college
student from Costa Mesa, spoke
to producers on the sixth day of
the competition regarding the
improper and borderline sexual
harassment behavior from her
tribemate and Hollywood talent
agent, Dan Spilo.
Kim reported that Spilo engaged in inappropriate touching
with her and other young female
contestants. She repeatedly told
Spilo to not touch her, going as
far as labeling herself a germaphobe to emphasize that she
wanted to be left alone.
The student could not have
been more clear about Spilo’s

unwanted physical contact. She
even mentioned it to him directly, to other contestants and
producers during a confessional-style taped interviews. Additionally, the cameras which were
continually filming around the
camp recorded his misconduct.
When a twist in the game introduced Kim to contestant
Missy Byrd, who had previously been on the opposing tribe,
they bonded over their shared
negative experiences with Spilo. Kim suggested that for the
well-being of all of the women,
Spilo should be voted out.
Instead, despite having told
Kim and other players that she
had also been uncomfortable
with Spilo’s behavior, Byrd decided to flip the vote to Kim,

who she saw as a strategic player. She revealed Kim’s plans to
Spilo, who reacted with anger
and denial, and the tribe sent
Kim home.
However, this was not the first
scandal on the show. In season eight, “All-Stars,” contestant Sue Hawk left the game after season one’s winner Richard
Hatch chose to compete nude in
a challenge that required players
to be in close proximity to one
another. Production did nothing
to intervene, and caused Hawk
to lambast host Jeﬀ Probst before quitting the game.
In season 34, “Game Changers,” contestant Jeﬀ Varner was
unanimously removed from his
tribe with a verbal vote after
outing his tribemate Zeke Smith

as transgender in a wretched attempt to paint him as
untrustworthy.
“Survivor” touts itself as a social experiment, which might
explain production’s reluctance
to intervene in anything that
might aﬀect the results of the
game. But, when contestants are
surrounded by production with
cameras all the time and harassment is documented, it goes beyond gameplay. The responsibility of protecting the players
falls on the producers to protect the players. whether it be
from injury, the environment, or
any other hazard including sexual harassment from a fellow
contestant.
There are a few diﬀerent moments when production should
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have pulled Spilo from the
game.. The contestant was reportedly cautioned to change
his behavior oﬀ-camera and other players were pulled aside by
production who oﬀered a vague
reminder about personal boundaries. In later interviews, some
players not involved with the situation said they did not find the
reminder out of the ordinary.
Ultimately, Spilo was not removed from the game until an
incident occurred oﬀ-camera
between him and a female member of the crew. By then it was
too late for Kim, whose game
was ruined after daring to speak
up about sexual harassment.
It’s easy to think that the producers had hoped that the Spilo
situation would have played out
like the Varner situation, when
the tribe unanimously decided
to do the right thing. Instead, as
the season continued, it became
increasingly clear that several players planned to take Spilo with them to the end of the
game, where the winner of $1
million is selected by a jury vote
from eliminated contestants.
By that point it was clear how
reprehensible Spilo was that no
jury would vote for him to win,
thus guaranteeing victory for
whoever dragged him to the
finals.
Kim received a public apology during the season finale, but
her “Survivor” experience was
broken beyond repair by a situation that is too common for
many women.
The show put TV production
above the safety and mental
health of its players. In the future, CBS or any other production company needs to take allegations of sexual misconduct
seriously the first time.
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