
VISIT US AT: DAILYTITAN.COM                                FOLLOW US: @THEDAILYTITAN

The Student Voice of California State University, Fullerton Volume 110 Issue 16Monday, December 6, 2021

Student housing is under construction near the Eastside Parking Structure o! Nutwood Ave.  (Spencer Otte / Daily Titan)

CSUF tries to 
leave commuter 

reputation 
behind with its 

Master Plan

SEE  PAGE  6

Proponents against vaccine 
mandates rally in Irvine

The CSUF and UCI chapters 
of Turning Point USA helmed a  
40-person gathering.

KASSANDRA VASQUEZ
Editor

In collaboration with Turning Point 
USA, Cal State Fullerton and UC, Ir-
vine chapters hosted a rally against 

vaccine mandates at the Irvine City 
Hall on Dec. 4.

Approximately 40 people attended 
the rally, said Madeline Pena, a Turn-
ing Point USA field representative for 
the pacific region. 

She said the rally, which focused 
on medical freedom, served as a good 
starting point for future events. 

The rally featured four speakers: 
current board of supervisors member 

Don Wagner, congressional candidate 
Amy Phan West, deputy district at-
torney Kelly Ernby and Marcos Zela-
da-Rodas, CSUF Turning Point USA 
chapter president.

“The speakers knew a lot about the 
mandates locally and nationwide,” 
Pena said. She added that they were 
selected because they knew how to 
empower and excite students.

SEE SPEECH      5

93% of CSUF 
students vaccinated
About 6% of students have 
approved exemptions, 
leaving less than 1% 
unaccounted for.

JESSICA BENDA
Asst. Editor

With spring registration holds un-
derway, 99.47% of Cal State Fullerton 
students have COVID-19 vaccinations 
or exemptions as of Nov. 19.

Students who have neither a vaccine 
nor approved exemption are unable to 
register for spring classes, according 
to the timeline from the CSU chancel-
lor’s o!ce. 

Vaccination and exemption rates 
have been steadily climbing over the 
semester. 

Now, only less than 1% are unac-
counted for, 6.13% of students have 
approved exemptions and 93.34% of 
students are vaccinated as of Nov. 19, 
according to the CSUF COVID-19 
website.

However, the mandate and subse-
quent registration holds have stirred 
controversy in recent weeks, includ-
ing a rally against mandates involving 
CSUF and UC Irvine students and lo-
cal politicians on Saturday.

While the vaccine mandate was an-
nounced in July, exemptions are of-
fered on the basis of medical, religious 
and strongly held beliefs. 

Mary Becerra, director of health 
services, said her team has approved 
just over 2,500 exemptions. 

“We don’t have data on how many 

total exemptions have been submitted, 
as some folks may have had to submit 
more than once if there was additional 
information requested by the review-
er,” Becerra said. “However, most ex-
emption requests submitted have been 
approved.”

Those determining approval or de-
nial of student exemptions are a team 
from Health Services, who review 
documents independently using stan-
dard criteria and consult with each 
other as needed, Becerra said. 

She said the biggest issue with the 
exemption process was the volume of 
requests received and the short time 
frame her team had to respond before 
the spring registration deadline.

“Requests submitted that were com-
plete and thorough were approved. 
Exemptions were not arbitrarily de-
nied; instead, our team reached out 
to the student or employee and asked 
for more information, if needed, to ap-
prove,” Becerra said.

With registration holds comes a po-
tential fluctuating enrollment rate next 
semester. Christina Cárdenas, CSUF 
communications specialist for aca-
demic programs, said they cannot pre-
dict whether there will be an enroll-
ment drop as the department is still in 
the middle of spring registration.

“Until we get closer to the deadline, 
it is hard to know,” Cardenas said. 
“Registration appointments this year 
are di"erent from last year, so any 
comparison would be inadequate at 
best, and erroneous at worst.”

SEE CAMPUS      5

Women’s basketball defeats Grand Canyon University, 60-53
CSUF earned its second 
consecutive victory on 
Saturday in Titan Gym.

ANGELO ESPINOZA
Sta! Writer

Cal State Fullerton women’s bas-
ketball defeated the Grand Canyon 

University Antelopes, 60-53, in Titan 
Gym on Dec. 4  and earned their third 
comeback victory of the year.

Freshman guard Lily Wahinekapu 
led the way for the Titans as she post-
ed a game-high 18 points to go along 
with five rebounds and five steals. 

Graduate forward Carolyn Gill con-
tributed 14 points with four rebounds 
and junior guard Fujika Nimmo 

scored 13 points, which made them 
the only other Titans to score in the 
double-digits. 

The game picked up after halftime 
as both teams had success running the 
fast break and forcing defensive pres-
sure on one another, resulting in a 
back-and-forth a"air between the two 
teams in the second half.

CSUF trailed for a majority of the 

game while the Antelope’s press de-
fense gave the Titans some trouble in 
the first half. 

Fullerton later pulled ahead and 
managed to consistently put togeth-
er defensive stops while outscoring 
Grand Canyon University in the sec-
ond half.

 But the Antelopes did not go away 
easy as junior point guard Taylor 

Caldwell brought the score to 57-53 
with 27 seconds left in the game.

However, after successful free throw 
attempts from Wahinekapu and ju-
nior guard Fujika Nimmo, as well as 
missed shots from Grand Canyon Uni-
versity, the Titans were able to pull 
away late in the game

SEE  WIN      12

Madeline Pena, Turning Point USA paci"c representative, prepared booth for student supporters at the Dec. 4 rally. 
(Kassandra Vasquez / Daily Titan)
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Deck the halls with this holiday drink tier list

With the holidays come trees, lights 
and festive drinks. Every time this 
season arrives, co!ee shops bring out 
their best and worst renditions of a sig-
nature holiday drink. 

Flavors ranging from peppermint to 
sugar cookie and a blend of spices ring 
in the holidays. Starbucks, Peet’s, Cof-
fee Bean & Tea Leaf and even McDon-
alds have many options for those look-
ing for a festive taste. 

Here is a breakdown of what is 
worth a try.

S Tier
The Co!ee Bean & Tea Leaf rose 

to the top with their holiday drinks. 
This year’s return of their peppermint 

drinks came with a jolly twist. The 
Peppermint Mocha Cold Brew — a 
blend of chocolate, peppermint and 
cold brew — is a perfect holiday pick 
for me. All of their peppermint drinks 
came to sleigh. 

The classic peppermint mocha re-
mains a holiday staple and can be en-
joyed hot, iced or blended. 

The peppermint is minty and sweet 
without tasting artificial and pairs well 
with the mocha for a holiday treat. 
Drinks can be modified for dietary 
restrictions.  

A Tier
Peet’s Co!ee Iced/Hot Holiday 

Spice Latte is described as a blend 
of holiday baking spices such as cin-
namon, ginger, cloves and nutmeg                              
mingled with espresso and steamed 
milk. 

A flavorful drink that has all the 
spices to think of the holidays. Hot 
or iced, this drink can be modified                            
with alternative milk and won’t lose 
the spice. 

The Holiday Blend is also available 
as a roast blend and Keurig cup pods 
for a holiday spice at home or as a 
gift. 

B Tier
Starbucks’ Peppermint White Hot 

Chocolate is a perfect warm drink for 
the holidays.

 With the warm feeling of a hot 
chocolate, but with a twist of white 
chocolate, the peppermint syrup and 
steamed milk topped with whipped 
cream and dark chocolate curls make 
this hot chocolate a go to.

 Starbucks holiday drinks may have 
fallen short but this one remains on 
top. 

C Tier
Joining the holiday drink competi-

tion is McDonalds with its Peppermint 
Mocha. 

A cheaper alternative compared to 
the big co!ee chains, this drink can be 
a festive favorite. 

McDonalds describes it as a pep-
permint mocha made from espresso 
beans and steamed with milk topped 
with whipped topping and chocolate 
drizzle.

 Although the flavors do not quite 
match up to the co!ee chains, McDon-
alds knows how to stir up some co!ee, 
which pairs great with the peppermint 
mocha. 

D Tier
Starbucks’ Caramel Brulee Latte 

missed the mark on the holiday theme. 
Although it is marketed as a holiday 
drink, the only di!erence between this 
and a caramel macchiato is the bru-
lee topping. Too much milk and not 
enough caramel and espresso, there 
was no festivity in it at all besides be-
ing in a red holiday cup. 

F Tier
Starbucks’ new Iced Sugar Cookie 

Almond Milk Latte does not land on 

top. 
The sugar cookie-flavored syrup fell 

short and tasted more like butter and 
almond milk, the best part of it was the 
red and green sprinkles.

 Considering it is supposed to be a 
holiday drink, there was little to no 
festivity in this drink.

Keeping spirits up during the holi-
days may be rough with all the shop-
ping and festivities that come with it, 
but a good cup of joe can keep it fun 
and merry when you discover a new 
holiday favorite. 

Peet’s Co!ee and Tea in Lake Forest o!ers a variety of holiday-themed beverages around wintertime.  (Maria Marquez / Daily Titan)

Starbuck’s Iced Sugar Cookie Almond Milk
Latte is a miss.  (Maria Marquez / Daily Titan)

These six seasonal beverages 
perfectly complement the 
festive spirit of December.

MARIA MARQUEZ
Sta! Writer
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The debate over 
pandemic concerts
Music lovers weigh in with 
their personal opinions about 
attending crowded events.

ALONDRA TORRES
Sta! Writer

Going to concerts used to be a way 
to destress and enjoy music artists in a 
live setting, though the pandemic has 
forced many to stop attending events 
in fear of getting sick.

 However, some concert goers have 
decided to continue attending music 
events, not letting COVID-19 stop the 
fun. 

Jazlynn Leon, a public health ma-
jor at Cal State Fullerton, said that 
she does not currently consider con-
certs safe to attend due to several rea-
sons. Firstly, since the pandemic is 
still ongoing, crowded concert settings 
can lead to people contracting the 
coronavirus. 

Leon also addressed concerns with 
concerts in relation to the tragedy at 
Astroworld 2021, where 10 people 
were killed amidst many injuries due 
to a crowd surge.

“Beforehand, I never really thought 
about it, like, it was so normal to be 
so close to everyone without hav-
ing to think about the COVID and 
spreading the virus,” Leon said. “But, 
now, I just look at things so di!erent-
ly just because I am more aware and 
cautious, so I like to take the safety 
precautions.”

Leon said that concerts won’t ever 
be the same for her anymore, as the 
fear of infection looms in the back of 
her mind.

“I would say to those who feel un-
sure due to COVID like you shouldn’t 
do something that you feel unsure 
about,” Leon said. 

Sarah Truzinski, a nursing student 

at Cypress College, recently went to 
see the reggae band Rebelution. She 
said that the event’s organizer took all 
the precautions needed for people to 
be safe, though people still attended at 
their own risk. 

“We were on the top balcony, so it 
wasn’t on the floor. We were more se-
cluded from the entire group of people 
that were down there, so it was a lot 
easier to manage wearing a mask for 
that long,” Truzinski said. 

She also added that with all the 
mandates now, event organizers have 
probably become stricter than when 
she went so she thinks that it is even 
safer now for concert attendees. 

“If you’re scared of being out in 
public with a lot of other people then, 
maybe, don’t go if you are not com-
fortable,” Truzinksi said. “But if you 
are missing the social life and wait-
ing to see your favorite bands that are 
now out, like for festivals too, just be 
prepared and take your own safety 
precautions.” 

Melissa Garcia, a sales representa-
tive for Ganizer, said she enjoys at-
tending concerts to the point where 
she goes out of state to see certain 
artists. 

“I feel that some artists, they cater 
to di!erent demographics,” Garcia 
said. “For example, a lot of reggae-
ton artists, Latino artists if you go to 
Florida, it tends to be more fun be-
cause there are more Latinos in that 
demographic.”  

But with COVID-19, Garcia said 
she has not attended concerts because 
she does not want to get sick and be 
responsible for infecting her family. 

“I’m sure people who have lost 
family members, kind of avoid large 
crowds at all costs because obviously 
they were a!ected by COVID, so it’s 
up to them,” Garcia said.

Basketball alumna makes a play at entrepreneurship
Megan Richardson-Tiernan, 
credits her sports experience 
for her business’ success. 

NAVTEJ HUNDAL
Asst. Editor

Megan Richardson-Tiernan sits in her Hermosa Beach location of SandSpa.  (Cam Alexiis)

From dunking hoops to running 
a business, former Cal State Fuller-
ton basketball player Megan Richard-
son-Tiernan’s journey to entrepreneur-
ship is quite remarkable.

Growing up in Manhattan Beach, 
California, Richardson-Tiernan was a 
multi-sport athlete as she played club 
soccer and basketball. 

Basketball later became her main 
sport as she watched Kobe Bryant and 
the Los Angeles Lakers.

From 2004 to 2008, Richard-
son-Tiernan attended Mira Costa High 
School where she played basketball all 
four years. 

During those four years, Richard-
son-Tiernan accumulated accolades 
such as All-Bay League selection, first-
team All-CIF honors and an All-Area 
selection. 

For all four seasons, Richard-
son-Tiernan averaged 14.5 points, four 
rebounds and 3.3 assists per game. 

Her best season was her senior year 
when she averaged 17.5 points, 4.4 re-
bounds and four assists per game.

 Her play caught the attention of five 
college scouts including UC San Diego 
and Princeton University. 

However, she decided to join the 
Titans and choose business as her 
major. 

She said she decided to attend CSUF 
because she got along well with the 
recruitment sta!, was close to home 
so her parents could support her, and 
felt Fullerton had the best business 
program. 

She initially intended on majoring 

in business in pursuit of a career in ad-
vertising, but that changed later on.

Richarson-Tiernan’s college basket-
ball journey did not come easy. 

She credited the lessons and dis-
cipline that she learned early in high 
school to getting reps in early, staying 
late and finding time to practice on her 
game. 

Those steps helped her create 
a smooth transition to collegiate 
basketball. 

“I feel like that when I really really 
just started to take my training to next 
level, I think, because of how I trained 
in high school, I was able to quick-
ly transition into the college game,” 
Richardson-Tiernan said.

In her four years at CSUF, Richard-
son-Tiernan made history with Titans 
women’s basketball, where she ranked 
second in all-time three pointers and 
minutes, along with being third all-
time in points scored, free throw per-
centage and games played.

Despite proving to be one of the best 
players to play in the program, Rich-
ardson-Tiernan became a leader in her 
sophomore year. 

According to former collegiate 
teammate Simone Lutu, who attend-
ed Fullerton from 2009-13, Richard-
son-Tiernan had the characteristics of 
a good leader and teammate as she 
encouraged her teammates to push 
themselves.

“The commitment that she had to 
herself and her own game whether that 
was getting extra shots in, whether that 
was doing sprints or lifting weights 
outside of our schedule weights,” Lutu 
said.

Richardson-Tiernan’s former col-
legiate teammate Alyssa Crisp, who 
attended Fullerton from 2009-14, de-
scribed Richardson to be a “relentless, 
resilient, reliable, fierce competitor.”

Crisp said she felt that when both 

of them were guarding one another, it 
brought the best out in them.

“I feel like by me playing hard de-
fense on her when it came to the 
games, it made it easier for her to score 
and do what she wanted to do,” Crisp 
said. “She challenged me to play better 
defense when it came to the game.”

Through mutual friends in her soph-
omore year, Richardson-Tiernan met 
Gretchen Tiernan, who played basket-
ball at the University of Pacific. 

The two competitors became great 
friends, and eventually business 
partners. 

After getting permits and approval, 
the SandSpa opened around 2013 to 
2014. 

SandSpa, as described by Richard-
son-Tiernan, is a spa that o!ers three 
care routines: messages, skincare and 
nail care. 

This is all being done with the help 
of licensed massage therapists, estheti-
cians and nail technicians.

The variety of o!erings for care 
expanded the business from o!er-
ing the brand at hotels to having three 
locations.

Richardson-Tiernan credits her ex-
periences in sports with helping her in 
the entrepreneurship world.

“In sports, I can have a game plan 
and that game plan when you get out 
there, the other team might come with 
something completely di!erent than 
your gameplan,” Richardson-Tiernan 
said. “And you got to be able to learn 
to adjust.”

Tiernan said that both of them bal-
ance each other in terms of roles. 

She said she handles more with per-
sonnel while Richardson-Tiernan plays 
more of a role in the marketing.

Tiernan mentioned that every week 
she has worked with Richardson-Tier-
nan, she is amazed at how di"cult sit-
uations are handled.  

“There’s a lot of times where I’ll feel 
like I have exhausted an option thor-
oughly. Then, her and I will have a 
conversation just because we’re so dif-
ferent and think so di!erently, she’ll 
come with an answer just like right o! 

the top of her head,” Tiernan said. “It 
is truly remarkable.”

The future for Richardson-Tiernan 
and Tiernan seems bright as they have 
two new locations in West Hollywood 
and Manhattan Beach.
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More than a decade after my first at-
tempt at college, I am finally graduat-
ing in the winter. Although my college 
experience was anything from conven-
tional, the value of college and the op-
portunities it can o!er are invaluable 
and something that can be pursued 
at any age or circumstance. Howev-
er, this does not mean this journey is 
without its hurdles.

Ironically, juggling a job and full-
time school schedule while being 
a mom made more sense this time 
around earning my bachelor’s degree. 

In high school, I dabbled in many 
subjects, but when it came to choosing 
a major, I still felt undecided within 
my first year of college. I felt lost, and 
even though I relished the subject of 
fine art, I was not sure if I could solid-
ify the job I desired afterwards. I de-
cided that I needed a gap year to deter-
mine what career path to follow. 

When I received my first paycheck 
of only a couple hundred dollars after 
working full-time at a vegan eatery by 
the sea, it was a bit of a shock. The job 
lost its prestige when it monopolized 
so much of my time, with so little re-
ward. I realized that my parents’ push 
for college was intended to open op-
tions in the workforce. 

Life went on. I was able to surf and 
take frequent trips to Asia, New Zea-
land and Central America but ultimate-
ly, I needed something stable. Eventu-
ally, I was drawn back to college when 
I had a clear idea that I wanted to ma-
jor in communications. 

Throughout my time as a college 
student, I’ve paid extra attention to the 
articles challenging my decision to go 

back to school. Is college still worth 
attending? 

I questioned whether the debt after-
ward outweighed the degree with en-
try-level jobs that have lower threshold 
salaries. I also questioned whether the 
journey for the degree o!set the unfor-
giving student loans after completion. 

I’ve met returning students who have 
told me that they, too, want to attend 
college and receive higher salary jobs 

to provide for their families. Attending 
college continues to provide financial 
incentives and security for graduates, 
especially in a pandemic.

The median wage with a bachelor’s 
degree will earn a salary of $67,860 in 
comparison to the high school gradu-
ate annual salary of $45,604, accord-
ing to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics in 2020. The unemployment rate 
increased for college graduates with a 

bachelor’s degree to 5.5% from 2.2%. 
In 2019, high school graduates grew to 
9% from 3.3% the previous year.

Impending student loans deter peo-
ple from attending college because stu-
dent loans do not go away. After fin-
ishing at Saddleback College, I chose 
to transfer to Cal State Fullerton be-
cause it suited my budget and it was 
the closest university to me. Although 
I contend that it’s best to have a focus 

of interest when entering and paying 
for an education, that may not always 
be the case. 

I have seen my peers reveal those 
outlier traits when they completed a 
degree and shifted gears into a dif-
ferent field. I did observe that college 
gave them confidence, even if they 
didn’t pursue a career in their ma-
jor. So perhaps the college experience 
speaks to that level of self-esteem the 
institution provides when you decide 
to finally break into a career field. 

Apart from monetary and career 
motivations in pursuing college, each 
semester allowed me to explore var-
ious topics within my elective choic-
es. When chipping away at units, I ex-
posed myself to deeper subjects that 
have given me a diverse perspective. 

During the end of my second year, 
I developed a keen interest in environ-
mental studies due to my passion for 
the outdoors. When I entered my third 
year, I chose to focus my four core 
electives in American studies to cap-
ture the layers of depth of the coun-
try’s history in congruence to living 
through the Black Lives Matter move-
ment in 2020.

Another key component in the col-
lege experience that makes it worth it 
is the people you meet along the way. 
Regardless of our respective back-
grounds, while we are in school, we 
are all students growing and sharing 
similar university experiences. 

Everyone is unique and comes from 
various backgrounds and identities. 
While some of you share similar inter-
ests in music, journalism or parenting, 
others bring something totally di!er-
ent to the table.

A college degree can be done at any 
age, length of time and at any institu-
tion. It’s what you make of it and when 
it’s completed, it’s yours and no one 
can take your education away from 
you. 

Column: College is the best time for self-exploration
Attending a university is an 
excellent opportunity for 
personal development.

ANDREA CLEMETT
Editor

GABRIELA VEGA / DAILY TITAN
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Speech: Demonstration attracts local politicians  

CONTINUED FROM     1

Zelada-Rodas said that the rally was 
important because of how relevant the 
topic of vaccination is right now in 
society. 

He added that the vaccine man-
dates are impacting people in various 
ways. 

“At Cal State Fullerton, when they 
put out the mandates, the notice that 
there was gonna be mandates and the 
whole process to get exemptions, a 
lot of people got really stressed out. I 
know a lot of friends who just straight 
up dropped out and left the state or re-
mained in the state, but completely 
dropped out of college because they 
wanted to avoid the mandates,” he 
said.

He added that the rally was not to 
support an anti-vaccination point of 
view, but to help reinforce the princi-
ples of freedom that are fundamental 
to conservatives. 

“We want you to be able to live the 
best life how you want to live it. We 
want to live our best lives how we want 
to live it and in America you should be 
able to make your own decisions with-
out being removed from society,” Zela-
da-Rodas said. 

Wagner said that vaccination should 
be to each person’s own discretion and 
not mandated by the government. He 
added that the government should not 
use science as a means to force policy, 
but should use the outcomes of science 
to help guide                                           the 
formation of policy in an educated 
way. 

“You’re the sovereign. You get to 
make the decision,” he said. 

West said she is from communist 

regime in Vietnam and is in support of 
the freedom to choose whether or not 
to get a vaccine. 

“A force is not love. A force is not 
freedom. A mandate is not freedom,” 
she said during her speech, which 
focused on her story of escaping                                                               
Vietnam and coming to the United 
States. 

She urged the attendees to contin-
ue being inquisitive and question the 
narrative presented by the mainstream 
media. 

West said there are actions in pres-
ent day society — force and censor-
ship — that reflect the communist 
approach to government that she ex-
perienced in her youth. She urged the 
crowd to step back and observe what 
is actually happening to start making 
informed decisions. 

Zelada-Rodas said that a vac-
cine mandate is about order and not      
safety. 

He encouraged the audience to “run 
with it all the way to the end” and to 
not give up on the issue. 

Deputy District Attorney Ernby 
spent her speech drawing parallels be-
tween the 1960s and present day. 

She said that in the 1960s, peo-
ple faced losing freedoms to socialist 
ideas. 

Ernby added that the people were 
able to rally together to create change 
and protect threatened freedom. 

“There’s nothing that matters more 
than our freedoms right now,” she 
said. 

Ernby said that there is a drastic bi-
partisan split in politics right now, 
where the Democrats focus on a more 
socialist approach and the Republicans 
have a platform that gives freedom to 

the people.
The young people are the ones 

who will rise up and discuss the most                
prominent issues of the state, Ernby 
said. She added that a back to the ba-
sics approach would be the best way to 
make that change. 

“Our government for the people 
and by the people is not going to exist 

without action of the people,” Ernby 
said. 

Turning Point representative, Jacob 
Ornelas, said that hyper local solutions 
will be the way to solve the problems 
facing society today. Ornelas said the 
rally served as a way to initiate engage-
ment from the religious community. 

He added that he is pro-liberty and 

found a way to put his faith into action 
in this way. 

“I think it’s the hill to die on,” Or-
nelas said about fighting for the free-
dom to choose to get vaccinated. 

He added that giving up the right to 
choose what is injected into your body 
gives away all other freedoms in the 
future. 

Campus: Spring registration holds cause controversy
CONTINUED FROM     1

Those who have opted for exemp-
tions undergo regular COVID-19 test-
ing in place of the vaccine.

 Marcos Zelada-Rodas, third-year 
public relations major and chapter 
president of CSUF’s Turning Point 
USA, said that most people who are 
against vaccination mandates do not 
mind testing.

 “They wear their masks in class. 
They understand what COVID is, and 
the loss that occurred. We just have a 
di!erence in opinion on ‘is the vac-
cine for me?’ It’s their medical choice, 
just like anything else,” Zelada-Rodas 
said.

Zelada-Rodas, who was also a 
speaker at Saturday’s rally, said on 
Dec. 2 that the exemption process has 
been fairly simple, but is against the 

mandates and registration holds in the 
first place.

“I still completely protest the fact 
that they have to request anything, 
which is why so many students refused 
to request an exemption for most parts 
of the semester, and even are still re-
fusing until now,” Zelada-Rodas said. 
“They need to respect people in their 
medical decisions and find the best 
way forward to respect individual’s 

choices while still maintaining the 
safe environment for students.”

Mimicking national controversy, the 
vaccination mandates spurred student 
discourse, including Saturday’s rally 
and a small September protest. 

These discussions have come to a 
head in communities like Forum — 
a debate platform started by CSUF 
students. 

The organization recently held a 

heated discussion on mandates fea-
turing CSUF students on both sides, 
which circulated on social media.

CSUF employees are just behind 
student rates in vaccination and ap-
proved exemption rates. As of Dec. 3, 
93.38% of CSUF employees are vac-
cinated and 4.9% have approved ex-
emptions, leaving 1.72% unaccount-
ed for as compared to less than 1% of 
students.

Marcos Zelada-Rodas, CSUF Turning Point chapter president, spoke at the Turning Point USA rally on Dec. 4.  (Kassandra Vasquez / Daily Titan)

CSUF and UCI Turing Point chapters gathered  to rally against vaccine mandates at Irvine City Hall on Dec 4.  (Kassandra Vasquez / Daily Titan)
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 CSUF plans to shift to a residential campus.             The next five years could cost $906.4 million
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Sta! Writer

Students might notice a number 
of construction projects happening 
around Cal State Fullerton. 

With the renovations at the Pollak 
Library, the second floor of McCarthy 
Hall, the Humanities building and the 
baseball field, students can expect to 
see more development in the next 20 
years. 

The projects are meant to convert 
CSUF from commuter-centered to a 
student life-centered campus as part 
of the campus Master Plan that was re-
leased in March 2020. 

According to the Master Plan web-
site, “The new plan serves as a blue-
print seeking to maximize available 
space, while supporting Cal State Ful-
lerton’s core academic mission, vision 
and strategic plan.”

The largest development is the new 
student housing visible o! the Nut-
wood Avenue exit of the Southbound 
State Route 57 Freeway. 

The student housing structure, 

located between the Gastronome and 
the new Eastside Parking Structure, 
will house sophomores and juniors 
and is estimated to cost $125 million. 

CSUF hired Sundt Construction as 
the contractor for the project; the com-
pany previously built a similar hous-
ing structure for Cal Poly Pomona. 

Nicholas Aguilar, the project man-
ager for Sundt Construction, said that 
the structure is on schedule to meet its 
fall 2022 completion date.

“We have to meet our August 9 
date, because the kids move in the 
next week. We have to do it, come hell 
or high water. We’ve got to finish on 
time,” Aguilar said.

Aguilar said that the first floor will 
have residential life o"ce spaces and 
a multipurpose room, while floors two 
through six will be entirely residential. 
The whole complex will hold 600 beds 
in total. 

Aguilar said that each apartment 
will have a small kitchen, bathroom 
and four rooms, each with two beds. 

Two apartments will be reserved for 
faculty with a di!erent layout. 

The only housing options on campus 
right now are the residence hall dorms 
primarily occupied by freshmen and 
the shared apartments occupied by 

new transfer, continuing undergradu-
ates and graduate students.

The new housing structure could 
possibly pave the way for funding 
three other housing clusters on the 
Master Plan. 

Larry Martin, CSUF’s housing di-
rector, said that the university has 
pools of funding independent of each 
other.

“They’re separate from state fund-
ing that funds campus buildings, and 
so they’re really di!erent pools of 
money in di!erent conversations,” 
Martin said. 

Martin said that funding for hous-
ing, parking and academic buildings 
each have separate sources of funding 
that don’t impact one another. 

Madison Parr, a kinesiology major, 
said that she likes the dorm life as it 
is exciting to be around people all the 
time. 

She added that although she is excit-
ed about plans for more housing, she 
has concerns about parking.

“I think everybody knows it’s real-
ly hard to get parking, and with more 
people living on campus, I don’t know 
what their plan is if they’re going to 
build another parking structure or 
what,” Parr said. “But, I’d say that’s 

The proposed circulator route plan to travel at a higher frequency with no stops.  (CSUF Physical Master Plan 2020-2039)

Front viewing of new student housing located near the Eastside parking structure o! Nutwood Ave.  (Spencer Otte / Daily Titan)

Cal State Fullerton’s Physical Master Plan outlines 
construction projects over the next two decades to 

meet the campus community’s needs.
Faculty housing

The university identified finding housing near cam-
pus as a major issue for potential faculty and sta!. To 
alleviate this, CSUF plans to construct a large, 350-
unit faculty housing building in the College Park 
parking lot.  

Pedestrian Bridge
A bridge will be constructed above Nutwood Ave-

nue to  College Park to improve the ease and safe-
ty of crossing the intersection. The university has 
plans for other improvements at the Nutwood inter-
section, including curb extensions and tra"c light 
modifications.

Innovation Center
Once completed, the Innovation Center on campus 

will encourage entrepreneurship and give students 
access to new technology and business support. The 
building will not belong to any specific department 
and will have space for clubs and student organiza-
tions, study groups or business meetings. 

Event Center
The Event Center will replace the Titan Gym and 

host sports games, graduation ceremonies and other 
large community events.

Green Loop
The Green Loop will be a new pedestrian path that 

will extend across campus,o!ering special zones for 
walking, running, skating and biking. The path will 
also divide the campus into distinct areas through 
landscaping. 
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 CSUF plans to shift to a residential campus.             The next five years could cost $906.4 million

the only big concern that I have is with 
parking with more people living on 
campus.” 

A!ordable Housing
Although it is unknown at the mo-

ment how much funding would be 
made available, CSUF would also im-
plement a!ordable housing with feder-
al grant money. 

Both Martin and Sarab Singh, the 
director of planning, design and con-
struction, discussed a!ordable housing 
for students which would be a part of 
the third student housing cluster locat-
ed north of Gymnasium Drive. 

This cluster would require the dem-
olition of the existing housing in that 
area and replacing it with over 500 ad-
ditional beds. 

Singh did not state where exactly 
the money would be coming from, but 
that there is available state funding as-
signed to a!ordable housing. 

Singh added that the school put in an 
application for funding for the housing 
development, but that they will have to 
wait until March 2022 to know if the 
university will receive federal grant 

money.  
“So, on that one, if it goes, the state 

grant is on a fast-paced, expedited 
project,” Singh said. “If that gets fund-
ed this coming March, we think we 
are moving in there by fall of ‘24 or 
December of ‘24. Around that time 
frame.”

Transportation Hubs
Aside from additional student hous-

ing, CSUF’s goal to transition from a 
commuter-based campus to a residen-
tial one includes the university’s push 
for more e!ective transportation alter-
natives to the campus.  

To mitigate the negative impacts of 
new development, CSUF has to fol-
low state regulations under the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act by 
lowering car ridership in order for the 
university to experience growth at a 
healthier rate.

The university will work in tandem 
with the Orange County Transporta-
tion Authority to improve public tran-
sit to the campus with new mobility 
hubs and a shuttle bus system. 

The concept for the mobility hubs 

includes large platforms possessing 
bus and bike stops, charging stations 
for electric vehicles and ride-hailing 
zones. The mobility hubs would be 
large enough to accommodate kiosks, 
benches and recreational space.

The university plans to build a mo-
bility hub behind the Titan Student 
Union near State College Boulevard 
where the Orange County Transpor-
tation Authority 57 bus travels, and 
another in front of Langsdorf Hall on 
Nutwood Avenue, which is served by 
the 26 and 123 routes and eventually 
the shuttle bus. 

A third mobility hub will be built 
next to the G lot on Yorba Linda Bou-
levard where Orange County Trans-
portation Authority Route 153 stops.

The shuttle bus will travel the same 
route the Orange County Transpor-
tation Authority 26 bus takes from 
Nutwood Avenue to the Fullerton 
Transportation Center along Com-
monwealth Avenue without stopping 
in between.

Previously, CSUF had a free shut-
tle that took riders from the parking 
structure at the EV Free Church on 

North Brea Boulevard and Bastan-
chury Road to the corporation yard 
on campus. 

To encourage multi-modal use, the 
university proposes to ban parking 
for first-year residential students to 
reduce parking demand, according to 
the Master Plan. 

They will also close sections of 
Gymnasium Drive to cars and imple-
ment variable parking pricing, where 
the cost of parking fluctuates based 
on the demand of a certain time 
frame. 

The First Five Years
Aside from the student housing and 

academic building renovations, there 
are a few other anticipated projects 
underway or planned as part of the 
plan’s immediate project and Five-
Year Capital Plan. 

Singh served on the campus master 
plan task force as the director of con-
struction management and now leads 
as the director of planning, design 
and construction. 

Singh said that despite the corona-
virus pandemic, he believes that the 

university’s plan is resilient and sus-
tainable as it is a long-term plan. 

As far as upcoming projects, Singh 
said that the Visual Arts Center will 
undergo renovations with the retro-
fitting of Building E, the replace-
ment of Building F and a new gallery 
building. 

He said that the construction will 
begin sometime before the fall 2022 
semester with the project expecting to 
be completed in two years.

Singh said that students should also 
expect to see the completion of the 
baseball field house by the end of No-
vember. Langsdorf Hall will be un-
dergoing renovations in the future as 
well. 

Also included in the plan is the 
construction of a new Science Labo-
ratory Replacement building in front 
of Dan Black Hall and the expansion 
and renovation of the Engineering 
and Computer Science complex.

The cost of construction for the 
next five years could total up to 
$906.4 million when including state 
and non-state funding, according to 
the Master Plan.

Sundet employees worked on the second "oor of the new student housing building located near the Eastside parking struture o! Nutwood Ave.  (Spencer Otte / Daily Titan)

Nicholas Aguilar (left) speaks to Bryan Corrales-Reyes (right).  (Spencer Otte / Daily Titan)Un#nished construction on the #rst "oor of new student housing.  
(Spencer Otte / Daily Titan)
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Upcoming university events for the week of Dec. 6
TRAVIS JEPEWAY

Sta! Writer

CalFresh presentaion reviewed SNAP-athorized retailers.
 (Daniela Navarro / Daily Titan)

Final CalFresh workshop promotes food assistance

The event informed students 
on program requirements and 
benifits. 

ALONDRA TORRES
Sta! Writer

Tu!y’s Basic Needs sta! reviewis CalFresh eligibility for students on Dec. 2 during their last fall workshop. 
(Daniela Navarro / Daily Titan)

As Cal State Fullerton enters its last 
week of instruction before finals, uni-
versity organizations continue to o!er 
a wide variety of activities for students 
to take part in. 

Fall Dance Theatre (On De-
mand Streaming)

Choreographers and dancers will ex-
plore the complexity of dance as it cap-
tures humanity and brings joy through 
movement at the dance theatre. 

This event is coordinated by Lisa 
Long and will be available for stream-
ing On Demand for $14 from Dec. 3 to 
Dec.11. The link for streaming can be 
found on the CSUF website news page 
under the events tab.

Titan Voices & Singing 
Titans

Listen to two of CSUF’s major cho-
ral ensembles onDec. 6 at 8 p.m. in 
Meng Concert Hall. The Titan Voic-
es, formerly the Women’s Choir, is a 
group of diverse and talented treble 
singers. 

The Singing Titans, formerly the Ti-
tan Men’s Chorus, are a group of 50 
entertaining and energetic singers.

 The choir will perform an assort-
ment of singing representing many his-
torical styles and periods, with Robert 
Istad and Christopher Peterson con-
ducting the performance. 

Tickets will be sold for $5, with a $3 
processing fee.

Jazz Singers
CSUF Jazz Singers will perform 

at Meng Concert Hall on Dec. 7 at 8 
p.m. Tickets will be $10 and $8 for the 

Titan price, with a $3 processing fee. 

Time Management - Reduce 
Stress - Reduce Conflict

Conflict Resolution Manager, Lu-
cia Galante Johnson, will host a Zoom 
session on time management on Dec. 7 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

 It will focus on the benefits of time 
management such as reducing stress 
and helping reduce conflict. 

Students can sign up for this event 
by visiting the CSUF website news 
page and find more information under 
the events tab.

“The Wolves”
“The Wolves” is a contemporary 

play by Sarah DeLappe that focuses on 
a high school girls’ indoor soccer team 
as they warm up for a series of games. 
It will explore topics of self-discovery, 
social pressure, loss and the complexi-
ties of forging a personal identity. 

The play will be held at Young The-
atre in the Clayes Performing Arts 
Center at 8 p.m. on Dec.8 to Dec. 10 
and at 2 p.m. on Dec. 11. 

Tickets will be sold for $14, and $12 
for the Titan price, with a $3 process-
ing fee.

Cal State Fullerton hosted its last 
CalFresh workshop of the fall semester 
in the Titan Student Union to inform 
students about the California food 
stamps program and how to enroll.

The workshop, held on Dec. 2, cov-
ered benefits, eligibility criteria, the 
application process, how to request 
application assistance through Tu!y’s 
Basic Needs Services and where Cal-
Fresh is accepted. 

“I think students who are eligible for 
these benefits may not even know that 
this exists or that it can help them,” 
said Victoria Ajemian, the coordinator 

of Tu!y’s Basic Needs Services.
CalFresh, known federally as SNAP, 

is a food assistance program funded by 
the U.S Department of Agriculture to 
help students and households buy gro-
ceries. CalFresh helps low-income stu-
dents and their families buy food, ac-
cording to the CSU’s website.

Students who qualify for CalFresh 
will receive an electronic benefit card 
that looks like a credit or debit card to 
pay when they purchase food. 

CalFresh EBT cards are accepted at 
various groceries stores like Sprouts, 
Trader Joe’s, Albertsons, Food 4 Less, 
Northgate, 7/11 and Amazon. It also 
allows online purchases from Walmart 
and Amazon. 

Some of the restrictions for Cal-
Fresh include hot foods, alcohol, med-
icine, nonfood items such as toilet pa-
per, soap and toothpaste. 

To qualify for the assistance 

program, students must be within the 
age of 18-49, be U.S. citizens, perma-
nent residents, refugees, asylees and U 
or T Visa holders. 

Students must meet income eligibil-
ity as well as status eligibility criteria 
to qualify for the program. 

Students must be enrolled at least 
part-time or more in an institution of 
higher education to qualify for Cal-
Fresh and to meet one of the 11 options 
for eligibility criteria, such as working 
at least 20 hours a week, enrolled in or 
receiving federal work-study, zero esti-
mated family contribution, educational 
opportunity program or disability sup-
port services.

Ajemian said the amount that stu-
dents receive from CalFresh is deter-
mined by the household size, income 
and expenses. 

However, the amount varies from 
$19 to over $250 monthly. 

“I can see helping students on the 
long way of reducing their needs to 
have to work extra hours, alleviate 
some concerns of making sure they 
are paying rent on time if an emergen-
cy happens, an unexpected car repair, 
again that’s just something that will 
help their budget overall,” Ajemian 
said. 

She said that a benefit of these work-
shops is that students can get expedited 

services. 
Normally, there is about a 30-day 

processing time for CalFresh bene-
fits, but at the enrollment workshops 
students can be approved as quick-
ly as three days from when they sub-
mit an application and receive an                              
interview with the county. 

Ajemian said that if all the applica-
tion requirements are met students can 
get their EBT card the same day as the 
interview. 

CSUF hosted six CalFresh work-
shops this fall semester and will con-
tinue to host them in the spring se-
mester, though the schedule is                                   
not yet finalized.
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11:59 p.m. Canvas deadlines assist in time management
Consistent due dates provide 
structure for stressed college 
students. 

MARIA MARQUEZ
Sta! Writer

Consistency is key to a successful 
educational atmosphere. Some profes-
sors assign a set-in-stone 11:59 p.m. 
deadline for quizzes, exams, essays 
and discussion posts, giving students 
structure. 

However, the 11:59 p.m. deadline 
is not supported by all educators, as 
some favor a 4 p.m. deadline or chal-
lenge students’ time management with 
a.m. deadlines.  

Having various deadlines set 
throughout the day alters students’ 
homework routines. 

Without the flexibility of having all 
day to turn in assignments, it can af-
fect students’ social calendar and work 
schedules. 

The 11:59 p.m. deadline should 
be standard in professors’ classes as 
it creates a manageable lifestyle for 
stressed college students.

Alejandro Mora, a fourth-year com-
munications major, is in favor of a con-
sistent 11:59 p.m. deadline for his as-
signments. Like many other college 
students, Mora is balancing a full-time 
work schedule, classes and finding 
time to go to the gym. 

“I work full time on the weekdays, 
so I would prefer to have it due at mid-
night, so that basically I can come 
home after work, after 5, and then do 
my notes and study and then do my as-
signment like 8 or 9,” Mora said. 

For college students, clocking into 
work and balancing a class load is typ-
ical either it be before, after or in be-
tween classes. 

Cramming homework assignments 
or typing away on discussion posts 

while taking a quick lunch break at 
work is the epitome of adapting to spo-
radic deadlines that complicate stu-
dents’ lives. 

However, fixed deadlines allow for 
students’ busy schedules to play out 
smoothly. 

“For me, I like to go to the gym. For 

example, on a Monday, I go to work 
from 8 till 5 and just knowing that my 
assignment is due at midnight, I can go 
to work, go to the gym and then come 
home, chill and then turn in my as-
signment,” Mora said. 

Ashley Chavez, a junior commu-
nications major with an emphasis in 

entertainment and tourism, said that 
a fixed 11:59 p.m. deadline ensures an 
organized schedule that she can work 
around.

“It won’t ever change, and I think 
that’s better, because I’ve had class-
es where it’s due at 9 p.m or maybe 11 
in the morning if we have class. It’s a 

little harder to work around because I 
might have other stu! planned or class 
or work,” Chavez said. 

Chavez also agrees that with a set 
time, schedules are better worked out, 
there is room to work around it and it 
allows for her to make arrangements at 
work if needed. 

“You can work your way around it, 
if you have a set schedule,” Chavez 
said. 

Since life is typically unexpected, 
having a set midnight deadline allows 
people to schedule their days around 
themselves, not assignments, and re-
duces their overall stress during the 
day. 

Chavez also said that having set 
deadlines allows for her to always 
know when assignments are due, giv-
ing herself enough time to prepare for 
it. 

Understandably, an 11:59 p.m. 
deadline is not doable for some 
assignments. 

Some projects or assignments may 
be due at the beginning or end of class 
to keep the class on track. 

However, those deadlines should 
only be used sparingly for assignments 
with larger point values, while oth-
er homework or weekly assignments 
should be consistently due at 11:59 
p.m. 

Flexible schedules are benefícial for 
students as many are relying on their 
9-5 jobs to pay for college, underscor-
ing the vitality of fixed deadlines. 

College students spread themselves 
thin and the need to be up and con-
stantly running creates rapid burn out 
which harms students’ mental and 
physical health. 

Ultimately, an 11:59 p.m. dead-
line is feasible for college students 
as it provides ample time for leisure 
and stress-reducing activities, such as 
working out at the gym or grabbing 
lunch with a friend. 

Unvaccinated athletes warrant media criticism
Sports players who have not 
gotten the vaccine cannot 
victimize themselves to news 
networks.

HUGO RIOS
Asst. Editor

GABRIELA VEGA / DAILY TITAN

As new variants of COVID-19 con-
tinue to rise globally, vaccine skepti-
cism pervades with  individuals will-
ing to normalize the pandemic and 
sacrifice others at the expense of their 
supposed civil liberties. 

Even when criticized, the perpetual 
victimhood of professional athletes not 
wanting to take the jab is at the fore-
front of spreading misinformation — 
an act the media cannot and should not 
tolerate.

Organizations across profession-
al sports have made a valiant ef-
fort to provide the public with quali-
ty entertainment while ensuring the 
health and safety of players, sta! and 
fans are prioritized, albeit with some 
inconsistencies. 

Leagues such as the NFL, NBA and 
MLB have instituted COVID-19 pro-
tocols and guidelines outlining the re-
quirements that assure public safety. 

Yet, players from these leagues re-
peatedly bypass these preventive mea-
sures or criticize organizations for be-
ing proactive to the media. 

The most newsworthy example of 
such arrogance involves NFL superstar 
and starting quarterback for the Green 
Bay Packers, Aaron Rodgers.

Rodgers is not shy to make 
headlines. 

His name has become laced with 
controversy involving his unruly be-
havior toward others and outspoken-
ness to the media, although his latest 
saga entailing his decision to forgo vac-
cination and rely on other COVID-19 
treatment methods is beyond parody.

After being sidelined for a positive 
COVID-19 test in early November, it 
became clear that reigning NFL MVP 
had deceived the media in a press con-
ference on Aug. 27, saying he was 
“immunized.” 

When news broke of Rodgers lying 
about his vaccination status, he was 
quick to plead his case on “The Pat 
McAfee Show” while making claims 
of being targeted in a “witch hunt” to 
be canceled by a “woke mob.”

As ironic as his outcry appears af-
ter years of building a poor image, 
the dangers of Rodgers sharing ill-in-
formed reasoning behind his decision 
is indicative of how easily misinfor-
mation is consumed and taken for face 
value. 

Rodgers admitted to consulting 
medical advice from JToe Rogan, a 
person notorious for spreading corona-
virus misinformation. 

Rogan has supported non-FDA-ap-
proved treatments such as ivermectin 
and promoted conspiracies involving 
monoclonal antibodies on his podcast 
“The Joe Rogan Experience.” 

However, the issue with Rodgers is 
not just about buying into claims that 
lack scientific evidence, but rather ly-
ing to the media and proceeding to act 
like a victim when asked to be held 
accountable.

Adding to Rodgers’ privilege , he 
received a minuscule fine of nearly 
$14,700, being treated as a first-time 
o!ender even though it was apparent 
he had broken protocols for months, 
while other players received much 
harsher fines. 

Weak punishments by the NFL will 
not make a lasting impact on the se-
verity of a being in a global pandemic, 
something that becomes painfully ob-
vious as other players speak up against 
their disposition of league standards.

Criticism regarding vaccinations 

doesn’t just involve NFL athletes. 
Brooklyn Nets guard and vice pres-

ident of the National Basketball Play-
er’s Association, Kyrie Irving, has 
been subject to his fair share of public 
criticism. 

However, Irving’s punishment has 
been more severe due to the state of 
New York’s mandate of athletes need-
ing proof of vaccination to practice or 
play indoors. 

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s executive or-
der will cause Irving to miss at least 41 
games in the regular season while be-
ing suspended from pay.

While players like Irving can be 
frustrating to those following the NBA, 
other players in the league provide as-
surance that common sense thinking 
hasn’t escaped other athletes.

Portland Trailblazers guard Damian 
Lillard have spoken to the media about 
taking the vaccine. 

The former displayed essential crit-
ical thinking and recognized the mat-
ter at hand in a press conference in 
September.

“I have a lot of people in my fami-
ly that I’m tight with and spend a lot 
of time around. I’m just not going to 
put their health or lives in danger be-
cause I want to hold a — big research 
— when as a kid I had to get shots my 
whole life,” Lillard said.

Media accountability must be held 
to a high standard to inform the mass-
es properly. 

Networks across the board have not 
held back criticism toward people like 
Rodgers. 

Media personalities like Stephen A. 
Smith, a host on ESPN’s “First Take,” 
to Hall of Famer and co-host of Fox 
NFL Sunday, Terry Bradshaw, have 
shared fiery takes regarding Rodg-
ers’ handling of his vaccination sta-
tus: both of which deserve praise for 
not scaling back their feelings despite 

being on national television.
The NFL and NBA have reported 

that over 90% of players are vaccinat-
ed; this should not deter those in the 
media from continuing to press in-
dividuals who seemingly don’t care 
about the risk involved and not getting 
vaccinated. 

With new COVID-19 variants such 
as Omicron lurking to devastate com-
munities worldwide, it is vital to 

refresh the public’s minds that the pan-
demic is still ongoing. 

By allowing players to have a plat-
form to spread misinformation and 
unscholarly ways of thinking, the nor-
malization of current daily life will 
continue. 

Media outlets must continue report-
ing and challenging players and per-
sonnel on their remarks, for victim-
hood is a sign of guilt in this case.

GABRIELA MENDOZA / DAILY TITAN
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10 Opinion

Hedge fund monopolies deserve federal scrutiny

Tech giants like Facebook, Apple, 
Amazon and Google get most of the 
grilling from Congress when it comes 
to abuse of power and monopolizing 
the tech industry, but there are still 
plenty of other wealthy companies that 
engage in shady practices without gov-
ernment oversight. 

It’s hard to miss these giants’ overar-
ching domination in the tech industry. 
There have been a number of lawsuits 
filed against these business bullies. 
The Federal Trade Commission filed a 
suit against Facebook, asserting the so-
cial media company bought out rivals, 
while Google was hit with a number 
of lawsuits from various states claim-
ing Google abused their market pow-
er, dominating search and advertising 
on the internet. Amazon and Apple are 
also no stranger to government scru-
tiny, as they have faced antitrust suits 
throughout the years.  

But where the United States feder-
al government has kept a watchful eye 
over these big tech companies, they 
have seemed to neglect oversight on 
other wealthy individuals and invest-
ment pools like hedge funds. Hedge 
funds need to have the same attention 
and grilling from the U.S. government 
as they too can cause unfair compe-
tition and engage in shady business 
practices.   

Hedge funds are investment pools 
whose super rich managers use a wide 
range of strategies, which often in-
clude buying with borrowed money 
and trading esoteric assets, in an e!ort 
to beat average investment returns for 
their clients.

 They are vultures who thrive in 
risky practices in order to keep their 
wallets fat.

They have made occasional appear-
ances in the media this year and have 
been villainized by stock investors 
during the frenzy over GameStop and 
AMC shares. This moment was like a 
modern-day David and Goliath with 
small-time investors from Reddit step-
ping in and stopping the Goliath hedge 
funds from capitalizing on a crippled 

GameStop.  
Hedge fund investors can lead to 

the death of companies such as Radio 
Shack, Toys ‘R’ Us and Payless Shoe-
Source where the vulture capitalists 
loaded them up with debt and then 
cashed out on hundreds of millions in 

extracted profits from the liquidation. 
They stick their hands in weak com-

panies and act as the savior when in ac-
tuality, they are in it for themselves. 

Not even the news industry is safe 
from the claws of hedge fund investors. 
Although Chatham Asset Management 

is not the worst of the hedge fund in-
vestors eating up the news industry, 
they still play their role in risky busi-
ness practices, cutting costs and mo-
nopolizing the newspaper industry.

The New Jersey-based hedge fund 
owns newspaper companies in Canada 

and in the U.S. In 2016, they acquired 
Postmedia, Canada’s largest newspa-
per chain, and in August 2020, they 
swooped in on the sale of the Mc-
Clatchy Company when they filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy. 

With the sale of the McClatchy 
Company, Chatham took control of 
30 news outlets in the United States 
which include “The Sacramento Bee,” 
“The Charlotte Observer,” “The Mi-
ami Herald,” “The Kansas City Star” 
and the news agency McClatchyDC. 

Under Postmedia, the hedge fund 
owns over 120 brands across mul-
tiple platforms, but because they 
are foreign investors, Chatham only                                                                      
owns two-thirds of the media 
property.   

This is clearly a monopoly on the 
newspaper industry in two countries 
and, in typical hedge fund fashion, the 
company has found ways to cut costs 
and maximize its profits in a weak 
industry. 

According to the New York Times, 
a number of current and former Post-
media employees recounted cuts to its 
workforce, the shuttering of papers 
across Canada, reduced salaries and 
benefits and consolidation of editorial 
operations.  

Similar blows are certain to occur 
within the McClatchy Company. 

In a newswire, the company claimed 
that all employees can keep their 
jobs and benefits during the manage-
ment transition, but those were broken 
promises. 

Within less than a year, McClatchy 
started laying o! employees and out-
sourcing their design.

 From there it’s only a matter of time 
until we hear about the hedge fund 
owned newspaper company searching 
for other ways to cut costs as they did 
with Postmedia. 

There needs to be oversight on 
hedge fund investors and protection 
put in place for companies that fall un-
der their rule. 

While common workers are exploit-
ed and lose jobs due to cost-cutting 
practices, investment groups line their 
pockets with the money saved. 

The U.S. government should do 
what’s right and impose antitrust laws 
while keeping a close eye on the mon-
ey-hungry hedge fund investment 
groups, just as they have done with 
tech giants.

Investment groups that 
influence the news media 
should be restricted by 
anti-trust laws.

DARIUS JOHARI
Asst. Editor

CAMILA VALLEJO / DAILY TITAN
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Leisure 11

The Entertainment & Tourism Club (ETC) is one of the largest student-run organizations 
at California State University, Fullerton. For the past 18 years, our mission has been to 
provide students with the opportunity to network and learn from entertainment and tourism 
professionals. We do this by hosting numerous panels and events where students are 
able to learn valuable industry knowledge and network with entertainment and tourism 
professionals. Follow us on Instagram @etc_csuf for the most recent updates on our events!

Entertainment and Tourism Club

For your club or organization to be featured, email production@dailytitan.com with 
photo(s) and a description with no more than 125 words.

WRITTEN by Stepheny Gehrig

ARIESARIES Recently, you’ve been 
booking yourself up with 
socializing, work and other 
obligations. However, this week 
might push you to the limit as 
some of your activities overlap 
with each other. Take some time 
to rearrange your schedule and 
minimize the activities you’re 
taking part in.

LIBRALIBRA  The path you’re on might be 
one that you have been planning 
to take but it’s not turning out in 
your favor. Take some time to 
reevaluate your actions.

TAURUSTAURUS  This week may be turbulent 
for you. You may feel cheated 
or blindsided by your friends’ 
actions. Acknowledging those 
feelings of frustration and 
disappointment may aid you in 
either moving on, or confronting 
your friends. Make sure to keep an 
open mind with your conversation; 
there’s always two sides to a story.

SCORPIOSCORPIO  Influences may be at their 
peak this week. You might feel that 
other people are influencing your 
decisions and that your voice isn’t 
being heard. Stand your ground 
on your choices because your 
opinion matters too.
   

GEMINIGEMINI  Although this week 
might leave you questioning 
your decisions, trust your gut. 
Remember that you know what’s 
best for yourself. Seeking advice 
from others may help in feeling 
more stable, but understanding 
what benefits you will ultimately 
be the best way for you to feel 
secure.

SAGITTARIUSSAGITTARIUS  Going with the flow 
is the vibe for you this week, 
Sagittarius. This week might throw 
various unexpected obstacles. 
This offers a great opportunity for 
you to learn how to adapt to a 
variety of situations. Take this as 
a learning experience!

CANCERCANCER  As your mood shifts this 
week into a more positive one, 
you will be graced with new 
opportunities and new decisions 
to make. Use the advice from your 
trusted friends and family to guide 
you on the right path.   

CAPRICORNCAPRICORN  You might feel as if 
you’re not being fulfilled by the 
universe this week, Capricorn. 
Keep in mind that the universe will 
provide for you what you need 
at that moment. If you feel like 
something isn’t being provided for 
you, then it’s not the right time for 
it. Have faith in the universe.

LEOLEO  Your desire for self-care will 
be at its peak. Try to find ways 
to push yourself and motivate 
yourself. Take advantage of this 
energy to stomp out bad habits 
and pick up new ones like using 
schedules to set up a routine and 
changing up your daily routine 
will help you and give you a 
change of pace.

AQUARIUSAQUARIUS  Aquarius, keep in mind 
that you should not feel as if 
you’re spread too thin. This week 
you may take on too much and it 
might leave you feeling as if you 
can’t finish your projects. Try to 
remind yourself that it’s OK to 
ask for help and that the people 
around you can be your best 
resources.

VIRGOVIRGO  You might be feeling 
unstable in your friendships 
this week. However, keep in 
mind that friendships require 
communication. Even if the 
stars are ruling your sign, make 
sure to let those who are close 
to you know what’s bothering 
you. Also make sure to voice 
your appreciation for them too 
-- everyone needs to hear that 
every once in a while.

PISCESPISCES  This week is full of love for 
you. Let your true feelings shine, 
this week, and allow yourself to 
be vulnerable. Enjoy this week, 
Pisces. 

03/21-
04/19

09/23-
10/22

10/23-
11/21

11/22-
12/21

04/20-
05/20

05/21-
06/20

06/21-
07/22

07/23-
08/22

08/23-
09/22

02/19-
03/20

01/20-
02/18

12/22-
01/19

Do you know where Tuffy is?
Follow @thedailytitan and submit your 

answer on Instagram for a chance to win.

Follow us @thedailytitan
Sponsored by

Submit a song request: https://tinyurl.com/dtsongoftheweek  

Titan Trivia Answers: C,B,C

Study
Break

Coffee
Stress

Test
Luck

B M I W K E D S J Q
C R S A V W E O H L
W O E T L U X F Q U

O R F A R T E S T C
B H M F C E U X D K
H E I Y E S S M D Y
A C Y G X E I S J Q
D K X B J W A I Y J
X P K E Q J B D Y E
A H C M S T U D Y H
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12 Sports

Freshman guard Lily Wahinekapu looks on during a stoppage in Titan Gym against San Diego State on Nov. 16.  (Eliza Green / Daily Titan)

CONTINUED FROM     1

Cal State Fullerton men’s basket-
ball defeated the University of Pacific 
Tigers, 66-57, bringing their winning 
percentage to .500 and their record to 
4-4.

Tray Maddox Jr. led the way for the 
Titans with an impressive shooting 
performance. He knocked down five 
3-pointers and scored a game-high 21 
points. Maddox Jr. also recorded four 
rebounds, three assists, a block and a 
steal, contributing in all facets of the 
game.  

Maddox Jr. was clutch for the Titans 
down the stretch as 15 of his 21 points 
came in the second half. Maddox Jr. 
said his confidence, which allowed 
him to have a great scoring night, was 
the result of his coaches and team-
mates believing in him. 

“Coach Taylor and my teammates, 
before the game, they were just saying 
to me, ‘Tray shoot the ball with confi-
dence, don’t think, just let it fly,’ and 
that’s what I did today,” said Maddox 
Jr.

E.J. Anosike, the Titans leading 
scorer this season, shot  5-of-15 from 

the field. 
However, Anosike was 

able to make up for his 
shooting struggles 
as he led the Titans 
with eight rebounds, 
two of them being 
o!ensive. 

Anosike also con-
tributed 14 points while 
going a perfect 4-4 from the 
free throw line.

Dante Maddox Jr. scored eight 
points for the Titans, shooting an ef-
ficient 3-of-5 from the field including 
2-of-4 from the three point line. 

The Titans also received solid con-
tributions from their reserves as Jalen 
Haris added seven points, and Vincent 
Lee added six.

 Bench scoring has proved to be 
a strength for the Titans this sea-
son as they have outscored their                                    
opponent’s bench in six out of their 
eight games.

The Titans led for the majority of 
the game and were in complete control 
late in the second half, leading by 15. 

Pacific’s largest lead was by one 
point, and it came early in the game 
when they were up 14-13. 

The Tigers kept things relatively 
close until the closing minutes of the 
first half when the Titans held a 22-21 
lead with over four minutes left.

 Fullerton went on to outscore 

Pacific 9-2 to end the first half and 
went into the break with a 31-23 lead. 

Coming out of the break, Pacif-
ic chipped away at the Titans’ lead to 
get within five points with 12 minutes 
left in the game. This was the closest 
Pacific got as the Titans took control 
with an extended scoring run that put 

their lead at 15 with only five 
minutes left to play. 

Pac i f-
ic made a late 
push aided by a tech-
nical foul called on Maddox Jr. 
to get back within single digits, but the 
Titans were able to hang on to get the 
victory. 

The Titans outshot their opponent 
from the 3-point line which is some-
thing they haven’t done much this 
season. 

Despite the team’s ongoing strug-
gles from behind the 3-point line this 
season, they were able to convert at a 
higher rate than the Tigers, shooting 
8-21 from deep, good for 38% while 
keeping their opponent’s percentage to 
a low 31% on 5-16 shooting.

Percentage-wise, this 3-point 
performance is the Titans’                                          
best display from behind the arc this 
season. 

The Titans’ strong shooting per-
formance followed them to the free 
throw line where the team was                                                                      
perfect, making all 12 of their 
attempts. 

The Titans also had a dominant 
performance on rebounds, scoring 35 
points compared to Pacific’s 25. 

Five of Fullerton’s rebounds 
were o!ensive, which they                                                         
converted into six second-chance 
points. 

Impressively, the Titans didn’t allow 
any second-chance points as they did 
a good job of boxing out and secur-
ing defensive rebounds from Pacific’s 
missed shots. 

The Titans will hit the road again on 
Wednesday to compete against the San 
Diego State University Aztecs. Tip-o! 
is set for 7:00 p.m. 

Men’s basketball takes down University of Pacific

Win: Titans earn third comeback victory  

“We did a lot of the things that 
we had settled to do early on, but 
I’m just glad, you know, it took us 
a while, but I’m glad we did it,” said 

head coach Je! Harada. “The players 
stepped up and yeah it was a nice win, 
nice comeback win and we showed 
what kind of team we can be on the                                               
toughness side, so I’m pretty proud of 
that.” 

The Antelopes jumped ahead to 
a 10-0 lead in the opening five min-
utes due to their smothering full court 
press defense, which resulted in sloppy 
play and turnovers from the Titans as 
they struggled to get into a rhythm on 

o!ense. 
The Titans began to tighten their de-

fense toward the final three minutes 
of the first as they secured multiple 
steals as well as rebounds while also 
capitalizing on these turnovers on the 

o!ensive end. 
The Antelopes closed the quarter on 

a 14-11 lead and despite the very slow 
start from the Titans, they managed to 
hang around early.

The Titans struggled with turnovers 
and failed to gain any momentum of-
fensively in the second quarter, as they 
fell by as much as 13 points halfway 
through the quarter. 

The Titans did a good job re-
bounding as well as getting to the                                                                    
free-throw line eight times in the sec-
ond quarter, but it was not enough 
as the Titans fell behind 32-22 at 
halftime. 

CSUF finished the first half shoot-
ing at 20% from behind the three-
point line and completed two assists                  
while committing nine turnovers as a 
team. 

The third quarter proved to be the 
turning point for the Titans as they 
fought hard to dig themselves out 
of the hole and for the first time in 
the game, the Titans took the lead, 
43-42, after great o!ensive output                                           
from guard Wahinekapu and forward 
Gill. 

The third quarter was capped o! by 
freshman forward Aixchel Hernandez 
when she tipped the ball in the hoop 
o! a missed layup from sophomore 
guard Gabi Vidmar, who extended 
the score to 46-42 heading into the fi-
nal quarter where the Titans ended the 
game victorious. 

The Titans will face the University 
of San Francisco Dons on Dec. 7 in Ti-
tan Gym. 

Dante Maddox Jr. lines up his free throw on Nov. 16 at home. (Eliza Green / Daily Titan)

Senior guard Tray Maddox Jr. 
led the Titans with 21 points 
during their 66-57 home victory 
on Saturday.

JAMES JOSLYN
Sta! Writer

Senior guard Damari Milstead calls a play on o!ense during Fullerton’s victory over  
George Washington University on Nov. 16 in Titan Gym. (Eliza Green / Daily Titan)  


